
United States Senat e 

MEMORANDUM 
Juanita: 

As o f th e moment , I  a m unabl e 
to locat e th e diar y work shee t 
for Jul y 13t h but i t ough t t o tur n 
up som e plac e i n a  fe w day s whe n 
I ge t caugh t u p an d everythin g 
cleaned up 

mm 



July 13,  1960 

Senator Johnson  was  very  much  composed  and  showed 
outward clam  --  which  I  think  was  sincere  and  genuine  --
as he  watched  the  first  ballot  being  taken  on  television 
from his  hotel  suite  at  the  Biltmore.  In  the  living  room 
were gathered  a  large  group  of  press,  photographers  and 
television people.  He  visited  with  these  people  and  then 
went into  a  bedroom of  the  suite  to  watch  most  of  the 
balloting. He  joked  with  the  Press  and  asked  that  sandwiches 
to be  sent  up  and  offered  everyone  a  drink. 

After the  commencement  of  the  nominations,  he  called 
John Connally,  sitting  with  the  Texas  delegation  at  the 
convention, to  suggest  that,  if  possible,  it  might  be  a  wise 
move to  get  the  voting  to  go  over  to  the  nex t day,  to  try  to 
get the  convention  to  recess  in  order  to  gain  some  delay. 
This was  not  done. 

As the  balloting  began  and  after  a  few  states  had  been 
called, he  remarked  that  Kennedy  was  picking  up  a  vote  or 
so or  perhaps  a  half-vote  as  he  went  along. 

When it  was certain  that  Senator  Kennedy  had  won 
the nomination  on  the  first  ballot,  Senator  Johnson  said 
this was  the  best  thing  that  could  have  happened.  Someone 
said to  him  he  hated  to  see  Senator  Johnson  lose  but  Senator 
Johnson said  he  did  not  mind.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
sorrow, or  sadness  or  dejection  on  his  part.  Quite  the  con-
trary, he  seemed  at  all  times  during  the  evening  gay,  re-
laxed and  possibly  relieved  when  it  was  all  over  with. 

Not long  after  the  third  session  of  the  convention  had 
concluded for  the  night,  Speaker  Rayburn  called  Senator 
Johnson from  the  convention  hall  and  told  him  he  must  not, 
under any  circumstances,  accept  the  vice-presidential 
nomination. 

Then Senator  Johnson  talked  to  John  Connally,  still 
at the  convention  hall,  and  told  John  he  didn't  think  it  would 
be offered  him.  (During  the  first  ballot  when  Missouri 
switched its  votes  to  Kennedy,  Senator  Johnson  said  a  deal 
had been  made.  "There's your vice-president," he said.)



John tol d Senato r Johnso n ther e wer e rumor s t o th e effec t 
out at th e conventio n hal l tha t Johnso n woul d b e offere d th e 
vice-presidential nominatio n b y Senato r Kennedy . 

July 14 , 196 0 

Senator Kenned y calle d Senato r Johnson' s suit e abou t 
8:30 i n th e morning . Mrs . Johnso n answere d th e phon e an d 
Senator Kenned y aske d fo r Senato r Johnson . Senato r Johnso n 
came t o th e phon e an d Senato r Kenned y tol d hi m h e woul d 
like t o se e him . Senato r Johnso n sai d h e woul d com e t o 
Senator Kennedy' s suit e bu t Senato r Kenned y sai d no , h e woul d 
come t o Senato r Johnson' s suite . 

Senator Johnso n wa s no t certai n wha t Senato r Kenned y 
wanted b y askin g t o se e him . Bobb y Bake r an d Mrs . Johnso n 
made a  be t wit h eac h othe r o f 5 0 cents . Mrs . Johnso n though t 
Senator Kenned y wa s onl y goin g t o mak e a  courtes y call . Bobb y 
believed h e woul d offe r Senato r Johnso n th e vice-presidentia l 
nomination. 

Before Senato r Kenned y arrived , Senato r Johnso n bega n 
to consul t wit h hi s clos e advisers . Ji m Row e calle d an d tol d 
him t o accept , i f offered . " I wan t t o se e yo u Presiden t on e 
day," Ji m Row e said . 

"Mrs. Johnso n i s slightl y agains t it, " th e Senato r said . 

Tom Corcora n though t h e ough t t o take it . Congressma n 
Homer Thornberr y a t firs t counsele d agains t it . Late r h e 
called bac k t o sa y tha t o n secon d though t h e believe d Senato r 
Johnson shoul d accept . 

Senator Johnso n als o consulte d wit h Congressma n Wrigh t 
Patman, Attorne y Genera l Wil l Wilson , Governo r Daniel , 
Governor Bufor d Ellington , Senato r Kerr , an d Senato r Clements . 

Senator Kenned y arrive d a t th e Johnso n suit e a t 10:5 8 a . m . 
He di d as k Senato r Johnso n t o b e hi s running-mate . Senato r 
Johnson tol d hi m h e was no t interested . H e aske d Senato r Kenned y 
was othe r leader s though t abou t it . Senato r Kenned y sai d tha t 
Governor Lawrence , Disalle , an d Brow n an d Mayo r Dale y wer e 
all fo r it . H e sai d tha t Governo r Lawrenc e an d Congressma n 
Dawson woul d bot h nominat e him . Senato r Johnso n tol d hi m h e 
ought t o mak e u p hi s min d wh o h e woul d b e willin g t o recommen d 
to th e conventio n an d tha t h e ough t t o tal k i t ove r wit h th e othe r 
potential nominees . 



Later i n the day , Bo b Kenned y cam e t o the suite . H e 
said tha t certai n group s lik e labor , Michiga n an d th e Distric t 
of Columbi a wer e objectin g t o th e choic e o f Senato r Johnson . 
And h e aske d Senato r Johnso n no t t o accep t th e offer . A 
call wa s place d t o Senato r Kenned y wh o sai d h e wante d t o 
talk t o hi s brother . Apparentl y h e tol d hi s brothe r h e didn' t 
care wha t other s wer e saying , tha t h e wante d Senato r 
Johnson an d th e matte r wa s settled . 

Later, Bo b Kenned y cam e bac k an d suggeste d tha t 
Senator Johnso n migh t b e name d chairma n o f th e Nationa l 
Democratic Committee . Thi s angere d th e Speake r wh o tol d 
Bob Kenned y tha t thei r ma n wa s no t runnin g fo r anything . 
John Connall y tol d Bo b Kenned y tha t Senato r Johnso n was no t 
interested i n runnin g fo r th e nominatio n an d tha t h e wa s onl y 
interested i n th e even t tha t Senato r Kenned y cam e ou t i n 
whole-hearted support . H e als o tol d Bo b Kenned y tha t i n th e 
future th e onl y on e o f th e Kennedy s th e Johnso n peopl e wante d 
to dea l wit h was Senato r Kennedy . Bo b Kenned y 
said, "Well , it' s Jac k an d Lyndon. " 
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