
The la s t  day of th is  y ea r began v e ry  e a r ly , about the  rid icu lous 

hour of 6:30, w ith Lyndon getting up to go d e e r  hunting, taking w ith him
I  ' ■ .

Jak e  P ic kle and, I th ink, Don T hom as.

Then I got Lynda B ird  off on h e r  t r ip  to D allas and L uci B aines 

off a lso  to see  the  gam e, and then  I lu x u rio u s ly  and se lf-indu lgen tly  

w ent b ack  to  s leep .

I woke up about 2 o ’clock, the m o st w onderful m orn ing  I*ve had 

in  two o r th re e  m onths.

A fte r a  w hile the  m en cam e in  and had a big b re a k fa s t, and then  

the  liv ing  room  w as filled  w ith im p o rtan t fac e s , som e who a rr iv e d  on the 

plane fro m  W ashington - -  M r. S p a rk s , M r, M urphy, a  g re a t m any people 

we seem ed  to know - -  to d isc u ss  things th a t m u st be done, r a th e r  b r ie f  ^
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i r -
A fter a  w hile they  le f t and the m o od w as tu rn ed  to  m y k info lks.

W inston w as the f i r s t  to a r r iv e ,  then  W ayne W hitm an, S a rah  and 

S usan . They m u st have gotten h e re  about one o r a  l i t t le  a fte rw ard s  - -  

and then  we w aited  fo r Tony and M atianna, who a rr iv e d  around  two; and 

T . J, II, C h ris tin e  and N ancy and Sally , and we a ll  sa t  down to 

lunch .

-  1 -



A fter lunch, the nucleus of us - -  tha t is ,  Tony and T, J, and I, 

to g e th er with Don Thom as and Sandy Shapiro , got around in a business  

se ss io n  about D addy 's e s ta te , which boiled down to the fac t tha t we m u st 

m ake som e s o r t  of an offer to B ruce to a r r iv e  a t a com m unity se ttlem en t, 

try ing  to p ro te c t the , , .  (very  b lu rre d  with s ta tic ). And I hope som e tim e 

in Jan u a ry  o r  F e b ru a ry  we w ill a r r iv e  a t som e p ro sp ec tiv e  sep ara tio n  

of th is  long-continued  e s ta te .

Lyndon jo ined  us v e ry  la te  in the day, probably  about 4:30 o r 5, 

and w ith h is  u su a l m an n er, put in h is  advice in  about th re e  succinct 

sen ten ces , which I thought m agnificen t, to d iscu ss io n s  th a t had continued, 

and i t 's  p robab ly  the way we w ill take to solve it.

Then we ca lled  the W ests and C ham bers and went over to the 

ranch , and we took the c a r  over to the cop te r. We sa t down to a 

de lic ious d inner of steak s . I t 's  a w onderful way to w elcom e the New 

Y ear, w ith m y own d ea r fam ily , people th a t I love. It m akes th is  the 

b iggest.

We looked out over the country  th a t I love. The ru s s e t  glow of 

the su n se t over the h ill, and I should hope to God they  see the d eer 

and m aybe take one shot. And then I was aw are  th a t th is  is  the la s t  

day of the season , th a t tom orrow  I can see them  ju s t  a s  a live  and 

beautifu l a s  e v e r , even if I c a n 't  shoot them . T h a t's  a good deal.
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Lyndon in te rru p te d  m e by asking  m e to  get rea d y  to leav e , v e ry  

^  m uch ag a in st m y w ish es , and go in  to A ustin  to two p a r t ie s .  He sa id  he 

^  w anted to go to - -  one was a t Jao h ’CTOim^o 40th a n n iv e rsa ry , and I don 't

^  ‘ know anybody th a t is  con tribu ting  m o re  tim e  and m o re  devotion to  h is

r . '■ C

coun try . And the o th e r , the p re s s  p a rty  w hich was being c a r r ie d  on by 

the  W ashington p re s s  and the  A ustin  p r e s s ,  and I th ink  it*s a t  the 

Club.

But I 'd  ju s t  a s  r a th e r  s i t  a round  the f ire  and w atch the em b ers  glow 

and ta lk  to the folks up h e re  c lo se  to ‘m e .

I w atched the film  of w hat he sa id  over te lev is io n  to a  g re a t 

m any fo re ign  c o u n tr ie s . Then a  film  about England - -  i t  w as a  beau tifu lly  

p roduced  film , quite m oving I th ink, fac tua l enough, v e ry  d ra m a tic . I 

loved it, I even thought we w ere  a ll  in te re s te d .

And then  p re tty  soon they  sa id  goodbye and the fam ily  group sa t 

a round  the f i re , w ith an e x tra  g lass of w ine, and put on ano ther s tic k  of 

wood, and we ta lked  about a ll  the old p ic tu re s  of the B ric k  House and of 

the s to re , and the tim es we rem e m b e red  in  ou r childhood.

E ach  one of us had our fav o rite  s to ry  to  te l l  about Daddy and

M other and Tony, a b o u t d a y s  w h e n  w e  w e re  y o u n g  and m o stly  we

ju s t enjoyed being to g e th er, and i t 's  good th a t people fee l th a t way 

about each o th e r .

- 3 -



F ina lly  we said  goodnight because  I think I fo rgo t to w elcom e 

in the New Y ear f i r s t .  M eanw hile .. . (very  garb led) wake up 

tom orrow  and g re e t everybody and go on with the new y ea r. 

Good-bye to 1963.
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