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W h a t e v e r  h a s  h a p p e n e d  to day ,  and i t ' s  b e e n  p len ty ,  the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

thing ab o u t  it  - the 20th  b i r t h d a y  of  L y n d a  -  and it r e m i n d s  m e  of  a  l ine f r o m  

J a n e  A d a m s .  " One g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  h a s  d e p e n d e d  upon  i t s  young to 

eq u ip  i t  with g a y e t y  an d  e n t h u s i a s m ,  to p e r s u a d e  it  that l iv in g  i s  a  p l e a s u r e . "  

And tha t ’ s  one thing that  L y n d a  B i r d  c o n s t a n t l y  d o e s  f o r  u s .

One of the n i c e s t th ings  ab o u t  the d a y ,  w a s  a  note  f r o m  L y n do n ,  with  

s o m e  f l o w e r s .  And it  b e g a n ,  " D e a r  F r i t z : " ( r e m i n d i n g  m e  of a  t i m e ,  v e r y  

long a g o )  , and e n d ed  with  a  s igna tu re ,^^ so  p e r s o n a l ^ t h a t  I w o u ld  h a r d l y 

quote i t  a n y w h e r e .

A s  f o r  that b l e s s e d  c h i l d s  b i r t h d a y ,  r e a l l y ,  I f e e l  r e m i s s in h av in g  

g iv e n  h e r  only that m o s t  u n i m a g i n a t i v e  o f  th ings  - m o n e y  - an d  s a t  down fo r  

a  b r i e f  v i s it with  h e r  a t  lu nch ,  w h e r e  Z e p h y r  d id  h av e  a n  a n g e l  foo d  c a k e  with 

p ink i c in g .

We m o v e d  s o m e  f u r n i t u r e  f r o m  the f a m i l y  r o o m  a t  the E l m s ,  to the 

s o l a r i u m ,  in h o p e s  o f  f i n a l ly  ge t t ing  it  f i x e d  up so  the g i r l s  would  e n jo y  it .

And I went out to bu y  a  c o u p le  o f  l a m p s  f o r  L y n d a ' s  r o o m .

T o n ig h t  i s  the night of  the b ig  D e m o c r a t i c  d in n e r  a t  the A r m o r y ,  to which 

L u c i  B a i n e s  h ad  m o s t  a g r e e a b l y  a g r e e d  to go ,  p lanning  on w e a r i n g  h e r  p ink  

c r e p e  d r e s s ;  a n d  for  which  I a m  get t ing  out m y  b e a u t i f u l  r e d  b a l l g o w n .

B u t  L y n d a  B i r d ,  v e r y  s a d l y , ^ f o r  m e ,  d idn ' t  want to go .  She 's  j u s t a s  

s t r o n g  and  a s  in d iv id u a l  a s  h e r  daddy ,  and I h a te d  to s a y  " I t ' s  y o u r  duty,  

p l e a s e  g o . "  F i n a l l y ,  and  r e l u c tan t ly ,  sh e  i s  go in g ,  a l l  o f  which  h a s  m a d e
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the day  s o m e t h in g  of a  s t r a i n ,  but nothing c o m p a r e d  to the b o m b s h e l l

that d r o p p e d  into  o u r  l a p  l a t e  th is  a f t e r n o o n .

• 9^P i e r r e  S a l i n g e r  w a lk e d  into L y n d o n ' s  o f f i c e  about  t h r e e ,  to ld  h im  

that he w a s  go ing  to r e s i g n , ,  and run  f o r  the Se n a te  in C a l i f o r n i a .  L yn do n  

c a l l e d  G e o r g e  R e e d y  in the h o s p i t a l , go t  h im  d r e s s e d ,  got h im  o v e r  th e re  

a s  so o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  they  c a l l e d  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  and S a l i n g e r  to ld  the 

p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  of h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e r e a f t e r  fo r  

C a l i f o r n i a .

O' -Q-T h e r e ' s  su c h  a  v a c u u m ^ i n  m y  own thinking,.- of  how to c o p e  with  th is
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s i t u a t i o n  that I c a n ’ t quite d e s c r i b e  i t /  b e c a u s e ,  of  a l l  the p e o p le  f r o m  the 

K e n n e d y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  I h ad  f e l t  that he w a s  one of the m o s t  c l i n i c a l ,
— ' ___ _

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a l th o u gh  v e r y  c l o s e  and  a t t a c h e d  to the K e n n e d y s  we had  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c e r t a i n  s y m p a t i c o  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n that m a d e  m e  f e e l  

e a s y  a r o u n d  h i m  a t  the s a m e  t i m e  that I t r u s t e d  h i s  c o n f id e n c e  c o m p l e t e l y .  

So  i t ' s  a  b ig  ga p  in  m y  own thinking.

A m b a s s a d o r  S t e v e n s o n  c a m e  o v e r  an d  c h a n g e d  c l o t h e s in  the L i n c o l n  

R o o m  to go to the d in n e r .  We a l l  got  d r e s s e d  up in  our  b e s t  and  a r r i v e d  

a t  8 o ' c l o c k  in  that  v a s t  b a r n ,  the A r m o r y ,  w h e r e  s o m e  5300  p e o p le  h a d  

p a id  ^ $100  a  h e a d  f o r  the p a r t y  d i n n e r .  And what a  s t r a n g e  d in n e r  i t  w a s   

I m u s t  s a y  that  I n e v e r  s a w  the A r m o r y  looking  p r e t t i e r  but it  b e in g  M a r c h
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h a t s ,  b a l l o o n s /  r i s i n g  f r o m  e v e r y  t a b l e  a n c h o r e d  b y  an  I r i s h  p ota to ,  and 

g r e e n  a n d  white  c e l lo p h a n e  f r i n g e ,  and b a l l o o n s  ha n g in g  f r o m  the c e i l i n g .  

B ut  it a l l  s e r v e d  to r e m i n d  you  of one p e r s o n .  P r e s i d e n t  K en n e dy  - and  

m a d e  me f e e l  an  a l i e n  in  the a t m o s p h e r e .

L y n d o n ' s  s p e e c h ,  qu ite  c o m p e t e n t  I thought,  w a s  not  s p a r k l i n g  and  

th e r e  w a s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y /  v e r y  l i t t l e  h u m o r  in  it .  M any ,  m a n y  p e o p le  c a m e  

up to the f ro n t  tab le  to s h a k e  h a n d s  with u s  an d  ge t  a u t o g r a p h s ,  and  the 

n i c e s t  m o m e n t  o f  the e v e n in g  w a s  when the w a i t e r s  b r o u ght in a  s i l v e r  

donkey  with a  g r e e n  top h a t  an d  a  g r e e n  bow  t ie ,  on a  f l o a t ,  and  he w a s

c a r r y i n g  a  huge s h a m r o c k  p r o c l a i m i n g ,  " H a p p y  B i r t h d a y ,  L y n d a , "  The

0 -
donkey  f l o a t  a l s o  h ad  on i t  a  th r e e  t i e r e d  b i r t h d a y  c a k e ^  with p ink  c a n d l e s ,  

20 o f  th e m ,  a n d  s u g a r  r o s e s ,  the whole thing w e ig h in g  55 p o u n d s .

P o o r  l a m b ,  L y n d a ,  she  h a d  to b lo w  out h e r  c a n d l e s  with m a n y  p u f f s ,  

and  a b o u t  the s a m e  m o m e n t ,  while  they w e r e  in t r o d u c i n g  M ike K e r w i n .

I could  see h e r  lo ok ing  p l e a d i n g l y  up a t  u s ,  m e a n i n g  I don ' t  w ant  to i n t e r r u p t  

th i s  in t ro d u c t io n .

A d d e d  a l l  toge the r ,  the f i n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s  of  the d in n e r ,  the f a c t  that 

i t w a s  f o r  the C o n g r e s s i o n a l  c l a s s  of  1 9 3 6  which we w e r e  a  m e m b e r ,  

a l th o u gh  s o m e w h a t  b e l a t e d ,  c o m i n g  in  in '37  t he p r e s e n c e  of s o  m a n y  

p a i d  up t i c k e t  b u y e r s  f r o m  o u r  own s t a t e  of T e x a s  (I think th e re  w e r e  35 

f r o m  the o ld  10th C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t ;  the p r e s e n c e  o f  the  to w e r in g
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p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e ,  J a m e s  F a r l e y ,  a s  t o a s t m a s t e r , '  the f a c t  that th r e e  good
I

f r i e n d s .  S c o o t e r  M i l l e r ,  L i n d y  B o g g s  an d  M r s ,  C l a y b o r n e  P e l l ,  w e r e  

 c o - c h a i r m e n  of  the d inner^  4 n d  the c h a r m i n g  c o u r t e s y  to L y n d a   ̂ a l l

a d d e d  to m a k e  i t  a  b ig  e v e n in g ,  a  g r e a t  ev en in g ,  a  s u c c e s s .   But o v e r - a l l

2
t h e r e  w a s  that p e c u l i a r  p a l l  of  - -  " A r e we i n t r u d e r s  h e r e . "

T h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  S a l i n g e r ;  the I r i s h  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  the a b s e n c e  o f  any  

m e m b e r  o f  the K e n n e d y  f a m i l y  - a l l  h e lp e d  to e v o k e  that m o o d .


