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' I THE WHITE HOUSE
, W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu rd a y ,  M arch  21, 1964

T od ay  h as  been  another ra th e r  odd day,-^of t r a ve lin g  in the fo o t s t e p s 

of M r s .  Kennedy, in a  w ay, that is^w ork  on A rt  m a t t e r s ,

I flew  up to New Y o rk  a t  11 and went to the New Y o rk  H is to r ic a l  

S o c ie ty ,  w here  I w as  m et  by D r . H e s s le in ,  the c u r a to r ,  and by J a m e s  

F o s b u r g h , whom I had a s k e d  to be on the White H ouse  P r e s e r v a t io n  

C o m m itte e .  He had been  h ead  of M r s .  K en n ed y 's  C o m m itte e .

My m is s i o n  w as  to look  a t  a R e m b r a n d t  P e a le  p o r t r a i t  of T h o m a s  

J e f f e r s o n ,  one done fro m  l i fe  while he w as in the White H ous e in 1805 .

It show s him in a  d r e s s in g  gown,w i t h  a  fur c o l l a r ,  it m u st  not have been  

too long a f te r  he f in ish e d  the p u rc h a se  of v a s t  L o u i s i a n a  e x p a n se .  I l iked  

it  im m e d ia te ly  and told them that I would be v e r y  g r a te fu l  and happy if  

their  t r u s t e e s  would find it  p o s s ib le  to lend  it to the White Hous e to hang 

in the P r e s id e n t ' s  o f f ice .  S ince  the B o a r d  of T r u s t e e s  w ill  m e e t  next 

W ednesday, th ey 'l l  take it up then, and m eanw hile  I w ill  ge t  off a  le t te r  fro m  

our c u r a to r ,  m ak in g  it  an  o f f ic ia l  r e q u e s t  for  it.

Thi s  going to the New Y o rk  H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  w as  an event. It*s  been  

a  m u seu m  s in c e  1803 or 04, p re c e e d in g  that v e n e ra b le  in st itu tion , the 

M etro p o litan  M useum  of A rt ,  by  so m e  75 or  so  y e a r s ,  and I w as  told la t e r ,

  Ithat they h av e on viewK^only about 1/lO th of a l l  the t r e a s u r e s  that they own.

On the way in^^we saw  an  exhibit of the o r ig in a l  p la te s  of Audubon. They 

have about 50 out to view ; there  a r e  in a l l ,  I think, som e 400 and they had 

p u r c h a se d  them fro m  A udubon 's widow fo r  a  m e r e  $4, 000. S h e ,  poor lad y .
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in one of h er  l e t t e r s  to a  fr ie n d ,  had  s a id ,  " E v e r y  b ir d  i s  m y  r iv a l .  "

A fte r  the New Y o rk  H i s t o r i c a l  So c ie ty , I went to the F o s b u r g h 's  home 

for lunch. H is  w i f e  one of the fa m o u s  C ush ing  s i s t e r s ,  daugh ter of one 

o f  the g r e a t  su rg e o n . One of h er  s i s t e r s  i s  m a r r i e d  to J o c k  Whitney, 

owner of the H e ra ld  T r ib u n e , and f o r m e r  A m b a s s a d o r  to E n g lan d . And 

the o ther to B i l l  P a le y .

The house  i s  a  tiny l it t le  sh oeb ox  r ight down in the m idd le  of New Y o r k ^  

a l l  the r e s id e n t ia l  se c t io n  h as  gone off and le f t  it. It h a s  a  r a r e  c h arm  and 

on e v e ry  s q u a r e  inch, p ic tu r e s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  p ic tu r e s .

In the b a th ro o m  there w as  a  pen and ink or it could  have been  cha rco a l ,  

of M r s ,  F o s b u r g h ' s  f a t h e r  t he su rg e o n , young and h an d so m e  then, by  no 

l e s s  an  a r t i s t  than John  S in g er  S a r g e nt, And one of h e r  m o th e r ,  done by 

so m eb od y  who w as  o b v iou sly  a  lo v e r  of C h a r le s  Dana G ib son , M r. F o s burgh 

i s  h im se l f ,  a n a r t i s t  and h a s  a  studio  on the top f lo o r ,  but I d idn 't  s e e  any of 

h is  w ork , e x cep t  one tiny thing, a  bunch of v io le t s ,

w hat I a c tu a l ly  c a m e  to s e e  i s  a  W in slow -H om er that i s  up for  s a l e , 

and that he thought m igh t p o s s ib ly  be bought by the White H ou se ,  s in ce  the 

White H ouse  does  not have a  Winslow H om er and he i s  one of the outstanding 

A m e r ic a n  a r t i s t s .  It i s  a  w a te r  c o lo r ,  an d  it  c o s t s  $50,0 0 0  I l ik e d  it.

I t ' s  w a te r ,  a s  a r e  so  m any  of W inslow H o m e r 's   a  lak e  a t  tw ilight, a  boat, 

a  m an  in it  f ish in g , d a r k  m ou n ta in s ,  w ooded, r i s in g  behind, an a  re d  su n se t
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sk y . I l ik e d  it  v e r y  m uch  but there  a r e  two things-- that  ap p a ll in g  p r ic e  and 

then ju s t  w h e r e / ^ n  the White H ous e would we hang it  to i t s  b e s t  advantage?^  

I have no id e a  of w hether that i s  the am ount one m u st  e x p e c t  to pay  fo r  a  

pain ting  by one of the m o s t  c e le b r a t e d  a r t i s t s .

We had  a  d e l ic io u s  lunch and so m e  i n t e r e s ting c o n v e r sa t io n  about the 

F in e  A r t s  C o m m itte e  and how it o p e r a t e s .  I w a s g la d  to h e a r  that S ta n ley 

M a r c u s  w as  one of the m o s t  h e lp fu l and a g g e s s i v e  m e m b e r s  on it. It i s

b e c a u s e  of h im  that we have the Audubon p r o t r a i t  d o w n s ta ir s  and a l s o  the

R em in gton  b ro n z e  on the gro u n d  f lo o r .  I b e l ie v e  i t  c a m e  fro m  the A m on 

C a r t e r  Mu se u m .

And then V incent P r i c e ,  whom I 've  known f rom  the o th er  s id e  of the

fo o tl igh ts  fo r  so  long , h a s  had  the u n u su a l  job of c o l le c t in g  p a in tin g s  fo r

S e a r s  an d  R oeb u ck , to s e l l  f ro m  an yw here  f r o m $50. to $10, 000, wo r k s  of

a r t  that h ave  so m e  m e r i t  and that ju s t  anybody cou ld  go in and buy, w ith

so m e  of the a s s u r a n c e  that they w e re  r a th e r  good .

Once m o re  I had  that fee l in g  of  be in g  in an o th er  w or ld , with a l ie n

p e o p le ,  but m o s t  in t e r e s t in g 'o n e s ,  I l ik e d them , I en jo y ed , and I le a r n e d ,

fro m  them . T h ey  gav e  me a  book  on A r t ,

I le f t  and went to M ary  L a s k e r ' s ,  quite a  d i f fe re n t  p la c e .  Thei r  h ou se

had been  old and d a r k  and v e r y  m uch  New Yo rk  of a  by -gon e  day . H e r s  i s  i

().y ^
white an d  pink and red,^ and b r i ght. . We had tea  an d E le a n o r  L a n ie r  m e t  m e

V

th ere  and we ta lk ed  about the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of re a d y in g  up the so la r iu m  fo r  

the c h i ld r e n 's  u s e  a t  m in im u m  c o s t .  And m ad e  tentative  p lan s  fo r  h e r  to
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com e down and see  me nex t T hursday m o r n in g

T hen , I re tu rn e d  quickly  to W ashington, I t’s both Lynda and L uci's
I

sp rin g  vaca tio n  and I begrudge being away from  them  any tim e . I' m re a l  

s a t is f ie d  w ith L u c i 's  p ro g re s s  in  school rig h t now and I am u neasy  and 

u n c e r ta in  about Lynda, both in  re g a rd  to h e r own in n e r hap p in ess  and h e r  

schoo l w ork . SANITIZED
C h a rlo tte  and Ja c k  B rooks cam e by and we sim ply  abducted  them  and 

we took them  out to a s u rp r is e  b irthday  p a rty  fo r W alter a t the C laude 

w hich w as c o -h o s te d  by the Jack  High ts . Nobody w as expecting  u s - - i t 's  

ju s t  one of those tim es when we barged  in .  E verybody  loves W alte r so 

m uch  and e v e rybody w anted to show it, p a r tic u la r ly  in  view  of the bad  tim es 

he h as b een  going through  these la s t  couple of m onths, w ith the in v estig a tio n  

on the H ill and h is  nam e is  being called  e v e ry  o th er d a y  a s  a  p ro sp ec tiv e

w itn ess .

It w as a fun evening, w ith T exans, (m a r re d  only by the fa c t tha t th e re  / !
Iw as b it te rn e s s  on the face of the Joe K ilg o re 's , r a th e r  p la in  to s e e .)  '

/  '
W a lte r 's  sense  of hum or is  in tac t. One of the packages, he sa id , "Oh, Oh!

T h is is  to o heavy. I'm  scared  to open it. I'm  s c a re d  i t  w ill be a  s t e r ophonic 

r e c o rd  p la y e r ."


