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l a
Up a b o u t  10 o ’c lo c k  to s e e  to g e tt in g  a  c a r  fo r  M a r i a l l e n ;  M ary , now 

g ro w in g  up ta l l  and  s l im ,  an d  w e a r in g  g l a s s e s ;  an d  W ill ,  so m a n ly ,  bu t 

g ro w in g  too a n d  h is  v o ic e  a b o u t  to c h a n g e . .  , The t h r e e  of th em  s ig h ts e e in g ,

I h a d  m y  t h i r d  cup  o f co ffee  w ith  the W e s ts  in  t h e i r  r o o m  a n d  the 

C h a m b e r s ,  The C h a m b e r s  w e r e  a b o u t  to le a v e  to  go to the h o te l ,  c la d  in  

tux an d  e v en in g  d r e s s ,  an d  I s a id  "W hoa , n o t  u n l e s s  we a l l  w an t  a  few 

c o lu m n s ,  ’ so  l e t ' s  j u s t  le n d  y o u r  key  to A sh to n , an d  s h e ’l l  go ou t a n d  g e t  

you so m e  c h a n g e s ,"  -  w h ich  sh e  d id .

T he  W e s ts  a r e  go ing  on to  New Y o rk  l a t e r  in  the  ev en in g  b u t  N eva  and  

Dee s t a y e d  f o r  lu n c h  w ith  m e ,  and  a s  a lw a y s  I go t N eva  to h e lp  m e  so m e  

on  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t io n .—  s o l a r i u m ,  w h ich  a f t e r  a l l  I  p r o b ab ly  w il l  

l e a v e  u n t i l  the  g r e a t  q u e s t io n  i s  d e c id e d .  A nd sh o w ed  th em  in  d e ta i l ,  

a l l  the r o o m s .

A f te r  th ey  le f t ,  I  got a  b i t  of w o rk  done on the m a i l .

And then  a t  5 ;3 0 ,  w a s  the  r e a l l y  b ig  e v e n t  of the d ay , the  c e r e m o n y  

f o r  the  P r e s i d e n t i a l  S c h o la r s ,

T h is  i s  one  of the b e s t  c o n c e iv e d  and  b e s t  p la n n e d  th in g s  th a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  

s in c e  L y n d o n  h a s  b e e n  h e r e ,  a l th o u g h  in  e x e c u t io n  i t  l a c k e d  a  l i t t l e .  I t  w as  

the b r a i n  c h i ld  of D r ,  E r i c  G o ld m a n ,  Tw o h ig h  sc h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  f r o m  e a c h  

of the 50 s t a t e s ,  an d  th en  so m e  f r o m  the D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia ,  P u e r to  R ic o ,  

a n d  a  few  a t  l a r g e ,  to ta l in g  121, h ad  b e e n  c h o se n  a s  P r e s i d e n t i a l  S c h o la r s  

by  a  C o m m is s io n  h e a d e d  by  M il to n  E i s e n h o w e r ,  and  h a v in g  on  i t  su c h  p eo p le
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a s  S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t ;  o u r  own B i l l  H a g e r ty ,  now of D re x e l ;  D r  J e a n e  N oble; 

and  M r s ,  L o u a n n a  T r o u p e ,  the t e a c h e r  of the  y e a r .  T h ey  w e r e  c h o s e n  fo r  

in t e l l e c t u a l  a t t a in m e n t  a n d  p o te n t ia l .

T he  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  to r e c e iv e  f ro m  L y n d o n  a  m e d a l l io n  d e s ig n e d  by  

th a t  d i s t in g u i s h e d  i f  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s c u lp to r ,  J a q u e s  L i t c h i t z ,  th a t  I h ad  

m e t  a t  the M u se u m  of M o d e rn  A r t ,  T h e y  w i l l  n o t r e c e iv e  a  s c h o la r s h ip  

b u t m o s t  a l l  of them  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a w a r d e d  a  s c h o la r s h ip ,  o r  w e re  

a s s u r e d  of going  on to c o l le g e .

The id e a  w a s  to s p o t l ig h t  e x c e l l e n c e  t o  ap p lau d  in t e l l e c t u a l  a t t a in m e n t  

in  a  c o u n t ry  w h e re  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  so  m u c h  a c c e n t  on a t t a in m e n t  in  fo o tb a l l .  

The c h i ld r e n  h a d  h a d  a  m a r v e lo u s  day  in  W ash in g to n ,  b eg in n in g  w ith  

the b r i e f in g  by  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  D ean  R u s k ,  then  a  to u r  of the  C a p i to l  

b u i ld in g ,  and  lu n c h  w ith  t h e i r  own S e n a to r s  an d  C o n g r e s s m e n ,  and  th e n  a  

b r ie f in g  by  no l e s s  th an  a s t r o n a u t  A l a n  S h e p p a r d .  ( I e x p e c t  th a t  th a t  i s  

w h a t  a  lo t  of them  l ik e d  b e s t )  in  NASA A u d i to r iu m ,  a n d  th en  to the S u p rem e  

C o u r t  w h e re  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  E a r l  W a r r e n  ta lk e d  to th e m .

And th en  a t  5 ;30 , h e r e  to the W hite H ouse  f o r  the P r e s i d e n t i a l  r e c e p -

tio n .

W hen we e n t e r e d  the  E a s t  R o o m , the f a m i l i a r  gold c h a i r s  w e r e  in  a  

s e m i - c i r c l e ,  the  121 s tu d e n ts  a n d  a s  m a n y  of th e i r  p a r e n t s  a s  co u ld  c o m e ,_'

w e re  s e a te d ,  a lo n g  w ith  qu ite  a  few  of the m e m b e r s  of the  C o m m is s io n  th a t
1

c h o se  th e m . A nd a  g l i t t e r i n g  g a la x y  of o th e r  g u e s t s .
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I  th o u g h t  L y n d o n 's  s p e e c h  w a s  one of the  b e s t  I e v e r  r e a d ,  a l t h o u g h , . ^ ^  

  /u n h a p p ily  , / i t  w a s  n o t  the  v e r y  b e s t  L yndon  who d e l iv e r e d  i t .  L a t e r  on I 

found  ou t w hy. S o u th e a s t  A s ia  com ing to a  b o i l  i s  n a i l in g  h im  to h is  

d e s k  an d  he i s  s tu d y in g  ab o u t i t ,  a n d  in  c o n s ta n t  m e e t in g s  w ith  e v e ry o n e  in  

S ta te  and  D efen se  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  i t ,

I  love  the  l in e s  of h is  s p e e c h  w h e re  he  ta lk e d  a b o u t  " ...demogogues a n d  

d i c t a t o r s  b e l i e v e d  to in  our pa ren ts '  gene  r a t i o n  th a t  A m e r i c a n  you th  

w ou ld  be  p r o v e d  so f t ,  w ou ld  love  lu x u ry  m o r e  th a n  l i b e r t y ,  c h o o se  c o m f o r t  

o v e r  c o u r a g e .  Y o u r  p a r e n t s  p ro v e d  th a t  c a lc u la t io n  w ro n g .  T o d a y s  c y n ic s  

a n d  d o u b te r s  b e l ie v e  of y o u r  g e n e r a t io n  t h a t  you w il l  be  too c o n te n t  w ith  

the a v e r a g e  t o  take  on  the  a r d u o u s ,  too c o n c e r n e d  w ith  c o n f o r m i ty  to be 

c r e a t i v e ,  too coo l to be c o m m i t t e d ,  too c a l lo u s  to be  c a r in g .  You w ill  

p ro v e  th is  c a lc u la t io n  w ro n g  too. Y o u r  d e s t in y  w il l  n o t  be  a  f a c e l e s s  an d  

th o u g h t le s s  e x i s t e n c e  in  a  d u ll  a n d  d r e a r y  s o c ie ty ,  I  b e l ie v e  the  d e s t in y  

of y o u r  g e n e r a t io n  an d  y o u r  N a tio n , i s  a  r e n d e z v o u s  w ith  e x c e l le n c e .

E a r l y  in  th is  c e n tu r y ,  W ill iam  J a m e s  a n s w e r e d  th o se  who c o m p la in e d  

th a t  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  h a d  an  i n s t i n c t  f o r  the  i n f e r i o r .  He s a id ,  " th e  b e s t  of 

u s  a r e  f i l l e d  w ith  a  c o n t r a r y  v i s io n  of a  d e m o c r a c y  s tu m b lin g  th ro u g h  e v e r y  

e r a ,  ' t i l  i t s  i n s t i tu t io n  glow  in  ju s t i c e  a n d  i t s  cu s to m s  sh in e  w ith  b e a u ty .

O u r  b e t t e r  m e n  s h a l l  show  the w ay , an d  we s h a l l  fo llow  th e m

T o d ay , a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e ,  we m u s t  lo o k  to o u r  b e t t e r  m in d s  to show  the 

w ay  to w a rd  o u r  s o c i e t y 's  g r e a t e s t  d ay , th a t  i s  y o u r  c h a l le n g e  a n d  y o u r  du ty , 

Y ou   a r e  e x c e p t io n a l  m e m b e r s  of an  e x c e p t io n a l  g e n e r a t io n .  You h av e  b e e n
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b o r n  to m an*s  m o s t  e x c e p t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i ty .  Y ou a r e  y o u n g e r  than  m o s t

of the  e a r t h ’ s q u a r r e l s  and  o ld e r  th an  m o s t  of the  e a r t h ' s  g o v e r n m e n ts .

You a r e  y o u n g e r  th an  m o s t  of m a n 's  ig n o ra n c e  and  o ld e r  th an  m u c h  of h is

k n o w le d g e .  S ince you w e r e  b o r n ,  m a n  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  b o th  the c a p a c i ty  to

d e s t r o y  h u m a n  l i f e ,  and  the  c a p a c i ty  to m a k e  l ife  w o r th w h i le  fo r  a l l  the
I I

h u m a n  r a c e .

And th e n  a l l  the c o n g r a tu la t io n s ,  and  th en  the  h an d in g  out of the m e d a l ,  

a n d  the c a l l in g  of the  n a m e s  and the s t a t e s  to e a c h  of the  121 s tu d e n t s .  A 

h a n d sh a k e  w ith  th em  an d  a  b ig  glow from m e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s c e r t a in  of th e m , 

f i l e d  by ,  b e c a u s e  I h a d  b e e n  r e a d in g  th e i r  b io g r a p h ie s .

Of the 121, I  e x p e c t  you w ou ld  h av e  to a r r i v e  a t  the  c o n c lu s io n   

e c o n o m i c a l l y  c o m f o r ta b le  h o m e ,  w ith  s ta b le  a n d  h ap p y  p a r e n t s  i s  m o r e  

l ik e ly  to p ro d u c e  e x c e l le n c e  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  w o n d e r fu l  i n s t a n c e s  of th o se  

who h a d  r i s e n  ab o v e  a l l  o b s t a c l e s .   T he  A r k a n s a s  boy  w h o se  f a th e r  w as  a  

m a c h i n i s t  a n d  h i s  m o th e r  a  l a u n d r y  m a id .  The sc h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  s a y s  'h e  

c o m e s  f ro m  a  h o m e  so  p o o r  o ne w ou ld  h a r d ly  b e l ie v e  i t .  He s u p p o r t s  

h i m s e l f  by  tu to r in g  a n d  h e ' s  f i r s t  in  h i s  c l a s s  of 660, and  w a n ts  to  b e c o m e  

an  o r g a n ic  c h e m i s t r y  m a j o r  a t  the U n iv e r s i ty  of A r k a n s a s .

A n o th e r ,  a  g i r l  f r o m  S h re v e p o r t»  w h o se  m o t h e r  w as  a  c l e r k - ty p i s t  

an d  f a t h e r 'b e l i e v e d  d e a d ' .  She h a d  b e e n  s h u n te d  a r o u n d  b e tw e e n  g r a n d -

p a r e n t s  and  a u n t s ,  a l l  o v e r  the  lo t ,  b e c a u s e  of a  b r o k e n  h o m e ,  and  th en  in  

the s ix th  g r a d e ,  h a d  b e e n  in  a  s e r i o u s  a c c id e n t  and  b e e n  h o s p i t a l i z e d  fo r  

m a n y  m o n th s .  In sp i te  of th a t ,  h e r  g r a d e s  w e re  e x c e l le n t  an d  she w a n te d
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to go to the U n iv e r s i ty  of S o u th w e s te r n  L o u i s i a n a  an d  b e c o m e  a  h igh  

sc h o o l  t e a c h e r .

And th e n  th e r e  w as  a  young boy  f r o m  D e n v e r ,  w h o se  f a th e r  w a s  d ead

and  h is  m o th e r  c o m p le te ly  d i s a b le d ,  He w o rk e d  a t  n ig h ts  and  a f t e r  sch o o l

to pu t h i m s e l f  th ro u g h  sc h o o l .  H is  c o u n s e lo r  s a id  th a t  * h e  d o es  n o t  c o m p la in

o r  o f f e r  e x c u s e s .  He r a n k s  v e r y  h igh  in  a l l  s c o r e s  and  he  w o rk s  to w a rd
)

b e c o m in g  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n  o r  la w y e r  a t  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e r s i ty .

A nd p r o b a b ly  the top s tu d e n t ,  ^was on ly  15, a  New Y o rk  b o y , K enneth  

M ikoff  f i r s t  in  a  c l a s s  of 1265, h e a d in g  fo r  s tu d y in g  m a t h e m a t i c s  a s  

H a r v a r d .

A nd one , an Ill in o i s  bo y  w h o i s  to ta l ly  d e a f  b u t  h e ’ s w on a w a r d s  in  

S c ie n c e  and in  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  a  s c h o o l  l e t t e r  in  w r e s t l i n g ,  a n d  h e ' s  h ead in g  

f o r  O b e r l in  C o lleg e  to b e c o m e  a  s c i e n t i s t  o r  e n g in e e r .

T h e r e  w a s  one f r o m  H a w a i i  of C h in e se  e x t r a c t io n ;  two f r o m  P u e r t o  R ic o ,  

w ith  S p a n ish  n a m e s ,  b o th  of w hom  h a d  r e c e iv e d  the h ig h e s t  PSAT*s p o s s ib l e ,  

in  M ath  an d  v e r b a l  a b i l i ty .

One o f  m y  r e g r e t s  i s  th a t  t h e r e ’ s nobody  w ith  a  L a t in  n a m e  f r o m  T e x a s ,  

o r  f r o m  C a l i f o r n ia .

T h e r e ’s s o m e  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s  a m o n g  the n e g r o  s tu d e n t s .  A g i r l ,  

J a c q u e l in e  E v a n s ,  one of the  f i r s t  to b e  i n t e g r a t e d  a t  L i t t l e  R o ck ,  f a t h e r  a 

n u r s e s *  a id e ,  m o th e r  a  t e a c h e r .  H e r  c o u n s e lo r  s a y s  " S h e ’ s g a in e d  the 

’  r e s p e c t  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n  of h e r  fe l lo w  s tu d e n ts  f o r  e x c e l le n c e  of h e r

w o rk .  She p la n s  to a t t e n d  R ad c l i f fe  and  be  a  c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r .
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O ne, a  n e g r o  boy  f r o m  New O r l e a n s ,  so n  of a  m a i l  c a r r i e r  a n d  a  

t e a c h e r  (tha t t e a c h e r  r e c u r s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r ) .  H is  p r i n c ip a l  s a y s ,  " H e 's  

the  b e s t  s tu d e n t  w e 'v e  e v e r  h a d .  He p la n s  to go to C a l i f o r n ia  In s t i tu te  

of T ech n o lo g y  a n d  b e c o m e  a  n u c le a r  e n g in e e r .

And th en  the son  of a  D ean  a t  H o w ard ,  a  n e g ro  boy , F r a n k  Snow den, 

f i r s t  o f h i s  r a c e  e v e r  to be  a d m i t t e d  to St. A lbans* and  g r a d u a te d  f i r s t  in  

h i s c l a s s  a n d  a l s o  a  good a th le t e .

T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  w h o se  f a t h e r s  and  m o t h e r s  w e r e  e l e v a to r  o p e r a t o r s ,  

c a s h i e r  w r a p p e r s ,  c a r  w a sh  w o r k e r s ,  who h a d  m a n a g e d  to be  f i r s t  in  th e i r  

c l a s s e s  of- s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d .

A f te r  you r e a d  th e s e  b io g r a p h ie s  you c o u ld n 't  h e lp  s a y in g ,  " A m e r i c a ,  

God h a s  sh e d  h i s  g r a c e  on th e e ! "

C o n g r a tu la t io n s  o v e r ,  we w en t in to  the S ta te  d in ing  ro o m  w h e re  th e r e  

w a s  a  l e m o n a d e  b a r ,  a n d  d r in k s  c i r c u la t in g  fo r  the o ld e r  o n e s .  And h e r e  

is  w h e re  I  th in k  o u r  ow n p lan n in g  b ro k e  down, b e c a u s e  o u r  m a r v e lo u s  

g a lax y  of g u e s t s  sh o u ld  h av e  h a d  n a m e  ta g s  to id e n t i fy  th e m s e lv e s .

S tand ing  in  l in e  to m e e t  th e m ,  s tu d e n ts  an d  g u e s t s ,  I  d id  s e e  su c h  

p eo p le  a s  G e o rg e  B a l la n c h in e ,  D i r e c to r  of the  A m e r i c a n  School of B a l le t ;  

a n d  H e rb  B lo ch , the  c a r to o n i s t ;  and  H e len  H a y ^ s ,  one of the  g r e a t e s t  of 

the s ta g e ;  and -William d eK oon ig , a  p a in t e r ;  an d  H a r p e r  L e e ,  one o f  m y  

f a v o r i t e  n o v e l i s t s ,  ^To K il l  a  M ocking  B i r d̂  W a l te r  L ip p m a n n ,  the  c o lu m n is t ;
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a n d  M a r i a  M a n n e s ,  the  w r i t e r ;  and D r ,  J .  R o b e r t  O ppen h e i m e r ,

H ow h ap p y  a l l  of th o se  young s c ie n t i f ic  s tu d e n ts  w ould  h av e  b e e n  to

h av e  ta lk e d  to h im !

A nd D r,  G len n  S e a b o rg ,  the s a m e  th e r e ;  an d  Al a n  S h e p p a rd  p e r h a p s  

th e y  h a d n ' t  h a d  enough  c h a n c e  th a t  m o r n in g  to ta lk  to him; B en  Shahns,. the

a r t i s t ;  an d  Jo h n  W a lk e r  of the  N a t io n a l  G a l l e r y  of A r t ,_I*m s u r e  a l l  the

a s p i r in g  young a r t  s tu d e n ts  w ould  hav e  b e e n  th r i l l e d .

A nd I h a d  s e e n  so m an y  m o r e  a c c e p ta n c e s ,  w h ich  I  am  n o t  s u r e  I 

r e c o g n iz e d  m y s e l f  - R o b e r t  P e n w a r r e n ,  the n o v e l i s t ;  E d w a rd  D u re l l  S tone , 

the  a r c h i t e c t .  Wha t  we sh o u ld  h av e  done w a s  a s k e d  th em  a l l  to w e a r  n a m e  

t a g s ,   Even  th o s e  m o s t  d i s t in g u is h e d  n a m e s  in  a r t ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  d r a m a ,  s p a c e ,  

g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  e d u c a t io n ,  g e t  l o s t  an d  u n re c o g n iz e d  in  the crowd,.^_________ __

a s I found  o u t  w h en  I in t r o d u c e d  M is s  H a y s ,  no l e s s ,  to one of the  

young s tu d e n t s ,  an d  h e r  a n s w e r  w a s  v e r y  sw e e t ,  p o l i te  "O h , I 'm  so g lad  

to m e e t  you M is s  H a y s ,  My g r a n d m o th e r  i s  n a m e d  - H a y e s ,  " A f te r  

th a t  I  d id n ' t  m a k e  the s a m e  m is ta k e  any  m o r e .  I w ou ld  b e a m  an d  s a y ,

"O h , I  know y o u ' l l  be  so t h r i l l e d  to m e e t  M is s  H e le n  H ay e s ,  'c a u s e  I e x p e c t

you h av e  s e e n  h e r  on the  s ta g e  m a n y  t i m e s . "  O r ,  " T h i s  i s  H a r p e r  L e e ,
II

I e x p e c t  you h av e  r e a d  h e r  b o o k  To  K ill  a  M ocking  B i r d .  At any  r a t e ,  I 

c u e d  th em  in  f r o m  th e n  on, b u t  I  know they  m i s s e d  a  lo t  of the  r i c h n e s s  of 

the  ev en in g  s im p ly  f r o m  n o t know ing who w a s  t h e r e .
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A f te r  a w h ile ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  m a n y  of the g ro w n  p e o p le » / s a id  goodby and
w h e re

L y n d a  B i r d  w a s  h o s t e s s  on the  law n  where the r e d  s t r i p e d  te n t s  w e r e  s e t  up , 

f o r  h a m b u r g e r s  a n d  so f t  d r in k s ^ /a n d  th e n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

A nd th is  w a s  one of the  b e s t  t im e s  f o r  m ix in g  an d  m in g l in g  , I l a t e r  

h e a r d ,  b e c a u s e  L e o n a r d  B e r n s t e i n  h a d  a  g ro u p  of s o m e  20 o r  30 s tu d e n ts  

a ro u n d  h im ,  l i s t e n in g ,  e n t r a n c e d .  T h is  i s  w ha t i t ’ s a l l  a b o u t  a s  f a r  a s  

I 'm  c o n c e rn e d ;  b e s i d e s  the r e c o g n i t io n  of e x c e l l e n c e ,  the o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  

th e s e  young p e o p le of great potential to m e e t  w ith  th o se  who h av e  a l r e a d y

a c h ie v e d  g r e a t  th in g s  fo r  A m e r i c a .  T h a t  w ould  be so m e th in g  fo r  them  

to r e m e m b e r  a lw a y s ,

L y n d o n  h a d  b e e n  in  the  W est  w ing f o r  a  b r ie f in g  s e s s i o n  on S o u th e a s t  

A s ia  w ith  C a b in e t  M e m b e r s .  He h a d  s t r o l l e d  o u t  to m in g le  w ith  the  young 

p e o p le ,  and  th e n  he  t u r n e d  a r o u n d ,  w e n t  b a c k  in  the W es t  w ing and  b ro u g h t  

ou t B obby  K ennedy  w ith  h im .  As the n e w s p a p e r s  p u t i t  -  " . . .  th en  s o m e -

th ing  p r o m p te d  h im  to r e t u r n  a n d  b r in g  ou t M r .  K ennedy."  Of c p u r s e ,  w h a t 

p r o m p te d  h im  to r e t u r n  is  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  h e ’ s a  g e n e r o u s  and  u n d e r s ta n d n g  

m a n ,  a n d  he  know s th a t  Bobby K ennedy  h a s  a  r a p p o r t  w ith  young p eo p le  and  

th a t  a  lo t  o f^ in te r e s t s  h a s  b e e n  to w a rd  young g ro u p s ,

Dorris P o w e l l  a r r i v e d  ab o u t  e ig h t  o ’c lo c k .  T h is  i s  a  h o u se  g u e s t  I  h av e  

lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  to so  e a g e r ly .  I  go t h e r  s e t t l e d  in  the  ro o m  th a t  the W es ts  

h a d  j u s t  v a c a te d  and  to ld  h e r  to jo in  u s  r ig h t  so o n  on the l i t t l e  b a lc o n y  o f f  

the Y ellow  R oom  to w a tc h  the e n t e r t a i n m e n t  on the law n  b e lo w .

A. W. an d  M a r i a l l e n  and  the  c h i ld r e n  and  I , / t o o k  o u r  s e a t s  a n d  w a tc h e d\ j i o
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S idney  P o i t i e r  in t r o d u c e  the J e r r y  M u ll ig a n  Q u a r t e t ,  one of the ja z z  

f a v o r i t e s  of to d ay . A m ong th e i r  n u m b e r s  w as  B lu e s  fo r  L y n d a , a  

c o m p o s i t io n  of t h e i r  own.

And th en  J o s e  F e r r e r  d id  r e a d in g s  f r o m  S h a k e s p e a re  - n o t  too m u c h  

S h a k e s p e a r e  an d  a  good d e a l  of m e m o r i e s  of J o s e  F e r r a r ,

And th e n  N ic h o la s  d e V i r g i l io  o f the M e tr o p o l i ta n  O p e ra  C o m p an y , 

w a s  s u p p o s e d  to s ing  t h r e e  a r i a s ,  one f r o m  P u c c in i ,  b u t  a b o u t  th a t  t im e  

L y n d o n  a r r i v e d ,  h u n g ry ,  a n d  we w en t in  f o r  d in n e r ,  w ith  m e  e x c u s in g  

m y s e l f  b e f o r e  we got a ro u n d  to d e s s e r t ,  and  going b a c k  ou t on the p o r ch , 

too l a t e ,  a l a s  to h e a r  L e o n a r d  B e r n s t e in ,  b u t  in  t im e  f o r  the K in g s to n

T r io ,  o ld  f a v o r i t e s  of L y n d a  B i r d ’ s , w h o se  m u s i c  on r e c o r d s  I hav e  b e en
)

h e a r in g  s in c e  she  w a s  13.

I t  w a s  a  d e l ig h tfu l  s ig h t  dow n b e lo w  as * M a x in e  C h e s h i r e  w r o te ,  " T h e  

K in g s to n  T r i o ' s  f in a le ,  s e n t  t h e i r  ja z z y  g u i t a r  r e n d i t io n s  e ch o in g  down

/ /
a c r o s s  the e l ip s e fo r  t o u r i s t s  s t r o l l in g  a ro u n d  the W ash in g to n  M o n u m en t .

I c o u ld n ' t  s ta n d  i t  any  lo n g e r  up t h e r e ,  an d  I s a id ,  " C o m e  on, L y n d o n ."  

So we w en t down an d  la y  on the  g r a s s ,  on o u r  elbows^ a n d  w a tc h e d  the r e s t  

o f  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  an d  the young fo lk s .  T h e n  g r e e t e d  a  lo t  of the young 

fo lk s  an d  I h a d  a  c h a n c e  to t e l l  the  e n t e r t a i n e r s  how m u c h  I e n jo y e d  i t .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  S idney  P o i t i e r ,  w hom  I r e m e m b e r  f r o m  R a i s in  in  the Sun. He 

p la y e d  the r e b e l l i o u s  so n , a n d  I  to ld  h im  I fe l t  l ik e  m a m a ,  w ith  th a t  l i t t l e
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pot of ivy  th a t  she  c a r r i e d  f r o m  dw elling  to d w e ll in g  a n d  to  d w e l l in g . " T h is

is  m y  l i t t l e  p ie c e  of s e l f - e x p r e s s io n , "  m a m a  sa id ,

I  j u s t  w is h  I w ou ld  h av e  b e e n  a b le  to h e a r  L e o n a r d  B e r n s t e i n ' s  C hop in . 

I w en t to b e d  e a r l y ,  w ith  the  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  f e e l in g  th a t  th is  h ad  b e e n  a  

good d ay , a n d  I w as  g lad  to h av e  u n d e r  m y  ro o f ,  Dorris a n d  the M o u rs u n d s ,  

B u t the  s l ig h t ly  u n fu lf i l le d  fe e l in g  th a t  I m y s e l f  h a d  not a d d ed  to the young 

fo lk s  m e e t i n g  a l l  th a t  I  co u ld  h a v e ,

# # # # # # #
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