
S a tu rd a y ,  Ju ly  11th, a n o th e r  lu x u r io u s ,  qu ie t 

day , b r e a k f a s t  with L yndon, and then  u p s ta i r s  fo r  a n o th e r  

cup  of coffee with Becky who is going to le a v e  a ro u n d  noon, 

and  a long  fa m ily  ta lk  about L u c ia  and l i t t le  B ecky, Sam  

H ouston , a l l  the  fam ily  and f r i e n d s .  She has  r e a l ly  enjoyed 

th is  t r i p  and I have enjoyed having h e r .  She looks young 

and has  a  lo t  of s ty le ,  and th is  in sp ite  of the  fac t  th a t  of 

a  r a th e r  ro c k y  ro a d  of p h y s ic a l  t r o u b l e s .

A f te r  lunch Lyndon had been  anxious for m e  to

m e e t  D av e ’s p a r e n t s ,  M r .  and M r s .  L e F e v re  o f  New

Y ork  s t a t e  a n d  h is  s i s t e r  and b ro th e r - in - la w  who w e re  down

v is i t in g .  We had  coffee in the Oval Room , each  p ro b a b ly

p o n d e r in g  what our young folks w e re  th inking about each

o th e r ,  and  then  w hen th ey  went s ig h tse e in g  I went up on

the ro o f  in  a  ba th ing  su i t ,  and lay  on a deck  c h a i r  and  r e a d

and r e a d  - -  an  envelope fu ll of m a i l  th a t   say s  "R ead

an d F i le "  and m y  two c u r r e n t  b o o k s ,  and th e n  down to  the

poo l to  sw im  2O laps  a l l  by  m y se lf ;  th en  w alking a ro u n d  the

y a rd  w ith  the  dogs; and then  a  r a th e r  e a r ly  d in n er  with Lyndon

j u s t  he and I. He is going th ro u g h  the th ro e s  th is  w eekend of
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what m a y  be th e  l a s t  d e s p e ra te  tu rn in g  away--the d e s i r e  to e sc a p e  

being the D e m o c ra t ic  can d ida te  th is  f a l l .  The  t r o u b le  is he
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c a n ' t  find any  h o n o rab le  e s c a p e .  If we walk off and leav e  

i t ,  t h e r e  is  no p la c e  we can go th a t  th e r e  w o n 't  be r in g in g  

in our e a r s  the v e rd ic t  of good f r i e n d s ,  "You le t  us down, 

L y n d o n ,"  m a y b e  e x p r e s s e d  in w o rd s ,  m aybe  not e x p re s s e d ,  

b u t i t  w ill be th e r e  and it w ill be b i t t e r .

And the  m o s t  f r ig h ten in g  flag in the wind to m e 

a r e  the  o c c a s io n a l  l e t t e r s  th a t  com e o v e r  m y  d esk  f ro m  

p a re n ts  e x p r e s s in g  a p p re c ia t io n  to the P r e s id e n t  fo r  his  

l e t t e r  of condo lence  about th e i r  son who was k il led  in 

V ie tn am . T h o se  I have s e e n  a r e  s im p le  l e t t e r s ,  qu ie t,  

d ign ified , s a d ,  som e even p ro u d ,  th a t  it was fo r  th e i r  

c o u n try ,  bu t I know what an  u n b e a ra b le  w eight a  g re a t  

m a s s  of th o se  l e t t e r s  would be .

Lyndon sp eak s  of h is  office as  the  c e l l ,  a  p lace  

w h ere  he can go and w o rk  in qu ie t w ith r e la t iv e  f re e d o m  

f ro m  an  in q u ir in g  w o rld  of P r e s s .

A f te r  d in n e r  we went down to  s e e  T hom as B e c k e t  

w ith  R ic h a rd  B u r to n .  Lyndon and I both le f t  ju s t  a  few m in u te s  

b e fo re  te n  - -  I to  s e e  m y  S a tu rd ay  n ight ad d ic tio n . Gun Sm oke, 

a n d  he to  h is  re a d in g  and w r e s t l i ng.
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