
L y n d o n  sp e n t the  m o rn in g  ta lk in g  w it h  C e lo b re z z e  and W i r t z .  T h e y  

a re  the f i f t h  and s ix t h  C a b in e t M e m b e rs  to  com e down to  c o n fe r w ith  u s  d u r in g  

t h is  e le v e n  o r  so  d a ys o f su p p o se d  r e s t  on the  R a n c h . W h ile  Ly n d o n  w o u ld  be 

ta lk in g  w it h  one, I  w o u ld  have a chance to t a lk  w ith  the  o th e r, e n jo y in g  i t  

t re m e n d o u s ly .

T o n y  C e le b re z z e  h a s been re a d in g , a s we ha ve , the s t o r ie s  in  

v a r io u s  c o lu m n s  th a t he i s  le a v in g  the  C a b in e t, p re s u m a b ly  not b e ing  a ske d  

to  s ta y  on. A b o u t the t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  t im e  one re a d s  i t ,  one b e g in s  to fe e l a 

l i t t le  h u r t  and f r u s t r a t e d  and u n c e rta in .  A nd  th e n , I  g u e s s ,  f in a l ly  a n g ry .

H e to ld  m e  th a t I  w o u ld  know  how he f e lt ,  b eca use  he re m e m b e re d  the s o r t  

o f s t o r ie s  th e y  w e re  w r it in g  about L y n d o n  in  the  s i x  o r  so  m o n th s  p re c e d in g  

P re s id e n t  K e n n e d y 's  a s s a s s in a t io n ,  I  do re m e m b e r th o se  s t o r ie s .  T h e y  

w e re ; "W h a t  H a s  Happened to  L y n d o n  J o h n s o n ? "  and sp e c u la t io n s  a s to 

w h e th e r he w o u ld  be a ske d  to go on the t ic k e t  a g a in  w it h  P re s id e n t  K e n n e d y , 

m o s t  o f th e m  in d ic a t in g  th a t v e ry  l i k e ly  he w o u ld  n o t.

One o f the  m o s t  u n d ig n if ie d  th in g s  th a t ha p pens to a p u b lic  o f f ic ia l 

th e se  d a y s i s  b e in g  m ade a bone o f c o n te n tio n  b y the p r e s s ,  and i t ' s  p ra c t ic a lly  

im p o s s ib le  to a n sw e r lo u d  and c le a r .  T h e  fa c ts  ju s t  have to sp e a k  f o r  th e m -

s e lv e s  a s th e y  com e o ut.
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M r .  C e le b re z z e  sa id  th a t h i s  D e p a rtm e n t w a s th e  second la rg e s t  in  

the G o v e rn m e n t, and I  b e lie v e  he sa id  b o th  in  t e r m s  o f m o n e y  ha nd led  and p e r -

so n n e l.  A nd  o f c o u rs e  i t  i s  a s o r t  o f a M o th e r H u b b a rd , c o v e ri ng e v e ry th in g .

I t  i s  one o f the  few  g o v e rn m e n t a g e n c ie s w h o se  budget w i l l  go up in  the n e x t 

f i s c a l  y e a r ,  w it h  L y n d o n 's  b le s s in g .  M u c h  o f the in c re a s e  i s  ca use d  b y new 

e d u c a tio n  a id  m e a s u re s  p u sh e d  th ro u g h  the C o n g re s s  t h is  y e a r and so  e a rn e s t ly  

urged b y L y n d o n . I  re m e m b e r b e in g  stop ped in  the re c e iv in g  l in e  one e ve n in g  

—'b y  one o f the m o s t  e m in e n t e d u c a to rs , w ho a ske d  m e , "D o  you  r e a l iz e  tha t 

y o u r  h u sb a n d  h a s done m o re  f o r  e d u c a tio n  tha n any o th e r P r e s id e n t ? "  W e ll ,

I
th a t 's  so m e th in g  I 'd  s u re  l ik e  to  ta ke  c re d it  f o r i

T h e  h e a d lin e  the  p r e s s  u se d  in  t r y in g  to s u m m a r iz e  C e le b re z z e 's  

c o n fe re n c e  w it h  L y n d o n  w a s th a t m e d ic a re  le g is la t io n  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  be p a sse d  

in  C o n g re s s  n e x t y e a r .

B i l l  W i r t z  h a s a d e lig h t fu l a b i l i t y  to c lo th e  h is  th o u g h ts  - -  and 

v e ry  s h a rp ,  c le a r  th o u g h ts  th e y  a re  - - i n  d ra m a t ic  language th a t yo u  re m e m b e r.  

H e o u t lin e d  h i s  p ro b le m  t h is  w a y. N e x t  y e a r th re e  and a h a lf  m i l l io n  A m e r ic a n  

b o y s and g i r l s  w i l l  becom e 18 y e a r s  o ld , one m i l l io n  m o re  tha n t h is  y e a r .

U n le s s  we do m o re  about the s it u a t io n ,  he s a id , one out o f e v e ry  se v e n  of 

th o se  th re e  and a h a lf  m i l l io n  b o y s and g i r l s  i s  go ing  to have a d o o r s la m m e d  

in  h is  o r  h e r  face - - a  jo b  d o o r o r  a c o lle g e  d o o r. T w o  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  o f
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th o se  w ho t r y  to  get in to  c o lle g e  w o n 't  be a b le  to  f in d  a p la ce b eca use  o f la c k  

o f ro o m  in  the  c o lle g e s ,  and th re e  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  lo o k in g  f o r  jo b s  w o n 't  

be ab le to  f in d  th e m  b e c a u se , I  su p p o se , o f la c k  of t ra in in g .  He c a lls  the 

p ro g ra m  - -  th a t i s ,  w ha t he p ro p o se s  to  do about t h is  s it u a t io n  - -  O p e ra t io n  

B i r t h r ig h t ,  H e  i s  one of the b r ig h t e s t ,  m o s t  d e lig h t fu l m e n  I  kn o w , h a s done 

so m e  o f the  b e s t  sp e e c h e s d u r in g  t h is  c a m p a ig n , both h im s e lf  f o r  the D e m o -

c ra t ic  P a r t y  in  m a n y  p la c e s , and in  w r i t in g  the m e m o ra n d u m s m a t e r ia l and 

sp e e c h  d ra f t s  f o r  L y n d o n , to be changed to s u i t  h i s  n a tu ra l m a n n e r.

N e x t  to  R u s k  and M c N a m a ra , I  m y s e lf  have com e to fe e l c lo s e s t  

to h im  o f any o f the w h o le  C a b in e t, and t h is  i s  a good le s s o n  in  the  ir re p la c e a b le  

m a n , b e ca use  w he n  A r t h u r  G o ld b e rg  w a s S e c re ta ry  o f L a b o r I  th o ug h t he w a s 

p a r e xc e lle n c e  and nobody c o u ld  be a s good, I  w a s s o r r y  to se e  h im  le a ve  

the f r a y  and go to  the Iv o r y  T o w e r  o f the  S u p re m e  C o u rt ,  and I  lo o ke d  on

I
any s u c c e s s o r  a s so m e b o d y  w ho w a s bound to be se c o n d  rate and no t m e a su re  

up . W e ll ,  H o o ra y  f o r  the  R e p u b lic !  M a n y  d if fe re n t  m e n  can f i t  in to  i t s  

w o rk .

S e c re t a ry  C e le b re z z e  and S e c re t a ry  W i r t z  le f t  a ro u n d  noon to go 

in  f o r  a p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e  in  A u s t in ,  and th e n  to f ly  b a ck to W a sh in g to n .

A n d  I  w e nt down to the  b ir th p la c e  to m o ve  the f u r n i t u r e  a ro u n d  - -  

L u c ia  had se n t out a t ru c k lo a d  o f f u r n i t u r e  th a t had be longed to M r s .  J o h n so n ,
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and sh e  had le f t  i t  p a r t ly  to R o d n e y , so m e , I  b e lie v e , to R e b e k a h  and so m e  

to L u c ia .  I  sp e n t a coup le  o f h a r r ie d  h o u rs  ru n n in g  back and f o r t h  w ith  M r .  

K le in  and J a m e s at the  h o u se , and th e n  b a c k to the a ir p o r t  to g re e t o u r new 

a r r i v a l s ,  t h is  t im e  f ro m  New  Y o r k  - -  D r ,  S ta n to n , D o n  C o o k, M r .  T o m  

W a tso n  o f I B M ,  and o u r d e a r f r ie n d  E d  W e is l  and E d d ie  J r .

I  to o k  D o n  and E d d ie  J r .  in  the c a r . L y n d o n  had D r .  S ta n to n  and 

M r .  W a tso n  and E d  W e is l ,  S r .  in  the l i t t le  g o lf  c a rt .  A nd  we w e nt on se p a ra te  

b r ie f  t o u r s  o f the ra n c h , and th e n  back to the h o u se  f o r  a h a m b u rg e r lu n c h  - -  

m ig h ty  s im p le  fa re  f o r  su c h  e le g a n t g e n tle m e n ! A n d  th e n , w hen he w a s 

p ro p o s in g  ju s t  the  s o r t  o f t r ip  I  l i k e  to ta ke  w it h  h im ,  e s p e c ia lly  w he n i t ' s  

go ing  to be m y  la s t  day at the  ra n c h  - -  th a t i s ,  g o ing  o v e r the S c h a rn h o r s t ,

A .  W . ' s ,  and p ro b a b ly  to  the  L e w is  - -  I  got w o rd  th a t M r .  F r e d  H a l l  w a s at 

the J o h n so n  C it y  h o u se  and c o u ld  d r iv e  out to se e  m e about the  p la n t in g  

a ro u n d  L y n d o n 's  b ir th p la c e  h o u se , so  . , . I  c h o se  to do the la t t e r ,  sa id  

goodbye to the m e n , and sp e n t a co up le  of h o u rs  ta lk in g  w ith  M r .  H a l l  

about n a t iv e  s h r u b s ,  c e n i z a ,  re ta m a , su m a c , at the e n tra n c e  and in

c o r n e r s ,  and so m e  v e ry  s im p le  b a se  p la n t in g  o f yup o n  and na nd ina  and 

la n ta n a , and a v e ry  h a rd y  h o l ly ,  w it h  so m e  iv e y  f o r  the sto n e  c h im n e y s ,  

ju s t  enough to g iv e  i t  a s o r t  o f m e llo w  lo o k  a ro u n d  tw o o f the fo u r  s id e s  - -  

^  th a t i s ,  the  s id e s  th a t a re  v is ib le  w he n you  d r iv e  up. I  hate to t h in k  o f 

the e x p e n d itu re  and the upkeep to p ut i t  a l l  a ro u n d . I t ' s  o n ly  g o ing  to be
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a g u e st h o u se .

M e a n tim e  I  ta lk e d  w ith  L u c ia  in  F t .  W o rth ,  found  th a t sh e  d id  not

p la n  to com e dow n t h is  w e e ke nd , got the l i t t le  h i s t o r y  on the f u r n i t u r e ,  to ld

D a le  to o rd e r  so m e  m o re  b lu e b o n n e t se e d s and p la n t about 30 p ounds a long

the  fence ro w  on the so u th  s id e  o f the b ir th p la c e  h o u se , and th e n , ju s t  a s

the su n  w a s s in k in g  and the  d ra m a t ic  d is p la y  th a t I  lo v e  b e st  o f a l l l the day  at
1

the  ra n c h  - -  s u n s e t  - -  w a s b e g in n in g , I  got in  the c a r b y  m y s e lf  - -  fo llo w e d , 

of c o u rs e ,  b y the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m a n , to ld  V o lu n te e r th a t I  w a s c o m in g  

and found  th a t he w a s at the  L e w is  p la c e , and ro d e  o v e r.  S o m e t im e s  i t  

i s  v e ry  c o m fo rt in g  to  be b y  o n e 's  s e l f .  M y  l i f e  do e s no t have enough o f 

th a t.

A t  the L e w is  p la c e , I  found  no t o n ly  the  s i x  m e n  I  had se t  out in  

s e a rc h  o f, b ut fo u r  g u e s ts  in  re s id e n c e . P h i l  P o t t e r  and h is  w ife  and t h e ir  

f r ie n d s ,  the  C o s t e l lo s ,  w e re  e n jo y in g  the p la ce v e ry  m u c h . I  lo v e  to  h e a r 

p eop le  sa y  th e y  lo v e  i t .  W e a l l  sa t  a ro u n d  the q u a in t l i t t le  l iv in g  ro o m  of 

the L e w is  p la ce and had a le i s u r e ly  d r in k ,  d is c u s s e d  the  c a m p a ig n , and 

th e n  h e lic o p te re d  ho m e  f o r  a good s te a k  d in n e r ,  jo in e d  b y  J e s s e ,  M a r ie ,  

V ic k i  and A sh to n .

I  b a re ly  escaped a fte rw a rd  in  t im e  to l i s t e n  to G u n sm o k e . I  

s tu b b o rn ly  a b se n t m y s e lf  f ro m  the m o s t  g la m o ro u s  com p a ny in  o rd e r  to 

se e  i t .
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A n d  th e n , L y n d o n , J e s s e  and E d  W e is l  S r .  cam e in  and we a l l  had 

a lo n g  t a lk  in  the  b e d ro o m  about the p ro s  and c o n s o f d is p o s in g  o f o u r t e le -

v is io n  and ra d io  p ro p e r ty .  I  b e lie v e  i t  i s  f a i r  to  sa y  th a t the g is t  o f E d 's  

a d v ic e  w a s th a t we had b e tte r go ahead and s e l l  i t  i f  we w anted to  se e k  peace 

o f m in d , b e ca use  we w o u ld  be re p e a te d ly  b e la b o re d  and h a m m e re d  at th ro u g h -

out the n e x t  fo u r  y e a r s  i f  we ke p t i t .  He w e n t on to sa y  th a t th e re  w a s 

n o th in g  u n e th ic a l o r  im m o ra l about ke e p in g  i t ,  b ut we w o u ld  ju s t  have to 

e xp e c t and to ughen o u r s e lv e s  to  re c e iv e  the c r i t ic i s m  and ju s t  pay th a t 

p r ic e  f o r  ke e p in g  i t .

W e w o u ld  se e k  peace, b u t th a t d o e sn 't  m e a n  we w o u ld  f in d  i t ,  

b e c a u se , a s I  p o in te d  out and he c e r t a in ly  a g re e d , th e y  c o u ld  keep r ig h t  

on c r i t ic i z in g  u s  f o r  the p r ic e  we got w hen we d id  s e l l  i t ,  w h a te v e r tha t 

p r ic e  w a s , and i t  w o u ld  have to  be b e fo re  the F C C  - - a  h e a rin g  h e ld  and 

t h e ir  p e r m is s io n  g ra n te d  b e fo re  a sa le  c o u ld  be m ade.
'?

/  I

H e  sa id  th a t D r .  S ta n to n  f e l t  th a t we sh o u ld  s e l l ,  b e g in n in g  w ith  

the e d it o r ia l and b ro a d c a stin g ^  T h i s  s e e m s  to  be the  g e n e ra l fe e lin g  in  

the in d u s t r y .  I t  i s  su c h  a ta n g le d  s k e in ,  and i t ' s  t ra d in g  in  tw e n ty -tw o  

y e a r s  o f m y  p a st l i f e  and a l l  of m y  fu tu re  f o r  fo u r  y e a r s  in  t h is  jo b , no t 

to m e n t io n  t ra d in g  in  m y  c h i ld r e n 's  f in a n c ia l fu t u re .  A n d , v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t ly ,

C
s i x  o r  e ig h t o r  so  e m p lo y e e s w ho ow n the re m a in in g  18%  o f the s to c k . M o s t
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im p o rta n t  o f a l l ,  i s  how  do we m a in ta in  the re la te d  p o s s e s s io n s  o f the com p a ny - -  

the  ra n c h  and i t s  e x p a n s iv e  w a y o f l i f e .

So  we w e n t to  bed w ith  m a n y  p ro b le m s  opened and none so lv e d . And , 

am ong m a n y  f e e l in g s ,  one o f w a rm th  and g ra t itu d e  f o r  the  lo n g , lo n g  in t e r e s t  and 

h e lp , the  r a r e  d e v o tio n  o f E d  W e is l ,
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