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D a w n e d  g r e y  a n d  w e t ,  w i t h  o n ly  i n t e r m i t t e n t  s u n s h i n e ,  m a k i n g  i t  

m u c h  m o r e  p o s s i b l e  to l e a v e  T e x a s .  We s l e p t  too  l a t e  t o  go to  c h u r c h .  A b o u t  

n i n e  o ' c l o c k  I w e n t  in  a n d  j o i n e d  E d  W e i s l ,  S r .  , D r .  S t a n t o n ,  a n d  D on  C o o k  

a t  th e  d i n i n g  r o o m  t a b l e  f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  a n d  M r .  T o m  W a t s o n .  A q u a r t e t  of 

m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  m e n  i t  w o u ld  be  h a r d  to  f in d  a n y w h e r e  in  A m e r i c a .  E d  

W e i s l , p r o b a b l y  o u r  o l d e s t  f r i e n d  a m o n g  t h e m ,  s a g e ,  w a r m ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  

w i t h  a  r o s t e r  of f r i e n d s  in  t h e  w o r l d  of  f i n a n c e .  New Y o r k ,  th e  e n t e r t a i n -

m e n t  m e d i a ,  a n d  l e g a l  c i r c l e s  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  h a r d  to  e q u a l  a n y w h e r e ,  a n d  

o u r  a d v i s e r  t h r o u g h  th e  y e a r s  w h e n ,  a s  L y n d o n  s a y s ,  w e  n e e d  to  do s o m e
V

h e a v y  l i f t i n g .

A nd  h a n d s o m e ,  b lo n d e ,  a l w a y s  y o u n g - l o o k i n g  D r .  F r a n k  S t a n t o n ,  

a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m b i n a t i o n  of  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s  e x e c u t i v e ,  t o u g h - m i n d e d  

e n o u g h  to  b r i n g  CB S  to  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  h e a p ,  a n d  y e t  the f l a i r  of the  a r t i s t  

a n d  t h e  s c h o l a r  t h a t  a l w a y s  k e e p s  m e  t h i n k i n g  h e ' s  g o t  o n e  f o o t  in  one  w o r l d  

a n d  o n e  in  a n o t h e r .  V e r y  i m a g i n a t i v e ,  a n d  a p o t e n t i a l  p i o n e e r  in  h i s  own 

T V  f i e l d ,  s o m e w h a t  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  p r a c t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  of  th e  b a l a n c e  s h e e t .  

L y n d o n  w o u ld  l o v e  to  h a v e  h i m  a s  S e c r e t a r y  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W e l f a r e  

i f  M r .  C e l e b r e z z e  l e a v e s ,  a n d  I t h i n k  h e  w o u ld  b e  a n  i l l u s t r i o u s  a d d i t i o n  to 

t h e  C a b i n e t ,  b u t  I do  n o t  t h i n k  he  w i l l  do  i t .  T o o  m a n y  b r e a k s  w i t h  h i s  

b u s i n e s s  l i f e ,  a n d  R u t h  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  h i m  to ,
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A n d  t h e n  D on  C ook ,  p i n c h  h i t t e r  in  o u r  l i v e s  off  a n d  on  d u r i n g  a b o u t  

tw o  d e c a d e s ,  w h o  h a s  g one  f r o m  a  v e r y  m o d e s t  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  S E C  to b e i n g  

h e a d  of  one  of  t h e  l a r g e s t  b u s i n e s s  f i r m s  in  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Now in  N ew 

Y o r k  w i t h  a n  a p a r t m e n t  t h a t  l o o k s  ou t  o v e r  C e n t r a l  P a r k ,  h e  i s  l e a d i n g  a 

v e r y  r i c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e ,  p a r t a k i n g  of  t h e  c r e a m  - -  th e  c o n c e r t s  a n d  m u s e u m s  

a n d  p l a y s  t h a t  c i t y  h a s  to  o f f e r  - -  a n d  m u s t  h a v e  a  s e n s e  of h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  

t h e  p i n n a c l e  of  h i s  b u s i n e s s  l i f e .  He i s  a  h i g h l y  c a p a b l e  l a w y e r ,  f i r s t - c l a s s  

b r a i n ,  a n d  L y n d o n  h o p e s  v e r y  m u c h  t h a t  h e  w i l l  a c c e p t  t h e  jo b  of  A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a l .  It  w o u ld  g iv e  u s  s u c h  a f e e l i n g  of  s a f e t y  to  h a v e  t h a t  s e n s i t i v e  a n d  

i m p o r t a n t  p o s t  in  th e  h a n d s  of  a  m a n  of g e n u i n e  e x c e l l e n c e ,  w h o  i s  a l s o  o u r  

l o n g - t i m e  f r i e n d .  B u t  h e r e  a g a i n ,  to  p u l l  a  m a n  a w a y  f r o m  e n j o y i n g  w h a t  

h e ' s  w o r k e d  to  a c h i e v e  a l l  h i s  l i f e  to  g e t  a  f r a c t i o n  of t h e  s a l a r y ,  n o t  to

//
m e n t i o n  th e  s l i n g s  a n d  a r r o w s  of  o u t r a g e o u s  f o r t u n e ,  i s  a  h a r d  th in g ,  and  

i t  t a k e s  a  q u a l i t y  of  p a t r i o t i s m  t h a t  i s  r a r e  a n d  to u g h .  I h o p e  v e r y  m u c h  t h a t  

D o n  w i l l  do i t ,  b u t  I a m  n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e .  N o r  a m  I s u r e  t h a t  W i n i f r e d ,  h i s  

w i f e ,  w i l l  b e  w i l l i n g  f o r  h i m  to.

A n d  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  to u s  t h e  n e w e s t  of  t h i s  a t t r a c t i v e  q u a r t e t ,  a n d  

th a t  i s  T o m  W a t s o n ,  h e a d  of  IB M .  L y n d o n  is  a s k i n g  h i m  to be  S e c r e t a r y  of  

C o m m e r c e ,  r e p l a c i n g  o u r  d e a r  f r i e n d  L u t h e r  H o d g e s .  He w a s  q u i t e  c l o s e  

  to t h e  K e n n e d y s .  We know  h i m  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  p e r s o n a l l y .  He i s  t a l l ,  s l i m ,

1964

Sun  d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  15th ( c o n t i n u e d )
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h a n d s o m e ,  p a t r i c i a n - l o o k i n g ,  I a d m i r e  h i m  a n d  l i k e  h i m  a n d  th i n k  he  w o u ld

b e  a  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  h i g h  c l a s s ,  w e l l - r e c e i v e d  a d d i t i o n  to th e  C a b i n e t ,  b u t

I do n o t  f e e l  in  t h e  l e a s t  c l o s e  to  h i m .  I b e l i e v e  th e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  in  m o s t

i n s t a n c e s  of  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s h o u l d  go to  a b i l i t y ,  a n d  th e  s e c o n d  to  c l o s e n e s s

a n d  l o y a l t y .  He w a s  a  v e r y  good  l i s t e n e r  a n d  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  to  s a y ,  a l b e i t

a l w a y s  c h a r m i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  s t a y .

W e v i s i t e d  in  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y  E d d i e ,  J r .

a n d  J e s s e ,  a n d  s a t  a r o u n d  t a l k i n g  a l l  m o r n i n g .  L y n d o n  t o o k  D r ,  S t a n t o n  out

f o r  a  b i t  of  a  w a l k .  A t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  h e  a n d  D on  C o o k  h a d  a c h a n c e  to  t a lk .

We h a d  B l o o d y  M a r y s  a n d  t h e n  l u n c h  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  o n e ,  a n d  a t

tw o  a c c o m p a n i e d  o u r  g u e s t s  o u t  to th e  a i r p o r t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  l e a v i n g  by

p l a n e  f o r  New Y o r k .  I w a l k e d  w i t h  D on  a n d  to l d  h i m  how m u c h  I h o p e d  he

w a s  g o in g  t o  b e  a b l e  to  t a k e  t h e  jo b  in  the  C a b i n e t .  He  s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  t h i s  i s

t h e  c a p s t o n e "  of h i s  c a r e e r ,  a n d  I s a i d ,  " B u t  w e  c a n ' t  m a k e  i t  good ,  w e  c a n ' t

m a k e  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  r e a l l y  f i r s t - c l a s s ,  u n l e s s  w e ' v e  g o t  s o m e  good  t r o o p s ,  "

D o n  s a i d ,  " W e ' l l  f in d  t h e m .  W e ' l l  h a v e  to  f in d  a  w a y ,  " I ' d  l i k e  to t h i n k

t h a t  m e a n t  one  of t h e  g e n e r a l s  a m o n g  th e  t r o o p s  w o u ld  b e  Don .  I do  n o t

know .  L a t e r  on  L y n d o n  t o l d  m e  h i s  g u e s s  w a s  - -  h i s  b e t ,  l e t  u s  s a y  - -  w a s

t h a t  n o n e  of  th e  t h r e e  w o u ld  t a k e  th e  j o b s.

T h i n k i n g  b a c k  on  i t ,  I t h o u g h t  w h a t  a  g o o d  w e e k e n d  of  t r y i n g  f o r

to p  p e r s o n n e l  i t  h a d  b e e n .  A n d  b e s i d e s ,  I n e v e r  r a n in to  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g
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c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  a u t o m a t i o n  a n d  how  to s p e n d  l e i s u r e  t i m e  to  t h e  

t h e o r y  of t h e  l a n d  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  B e r i n g  S t r a i t s ,  o v e r  w h i c h  h o r d e s  of  A s i a n s  

c a m e  t h o u s a n d s  of  y e a r s  a g o ,  d i v i d e d  in to  f o u r  s t r e a m s ,  to  s p r e a d  o v e r  the  

c o n t i n e n t  of  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  c o n v e r g e d  a n d  m i x e d  s o m e w h e r e  

S o u th  of  t h e  B o r d e r  D o w n  M e x i c o  W ay ,  a n d  in  t h a t  m i x i n g  p r o d u c e d  th e  

r i c h e s t  c u l t u r e s  k n o w n  on  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  - -  T o l t e c ,  A z t e c ,  O l m e c ,  a n d  

so  on.

We l e f t  b y  c h o p p e r  f o r  B e r g s t r o m ,  a n d  t h e n  t o o k  t h e  p l a n e  

on  to  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  l a w n .  I c h a n g e d  in to  m y  b l a c k  t h e a t e r  s u i t  e n r o u t e ,  

a n d  w e  l a n d e d  a b o u t  6 :30  in  t h e  d a r k  on  th e  W h i te  H o u s e  l a w n ,  to  be  g r e e t e d  

b y  f l a n k s  of  c a m e r a s  a n d  b y  th e  C a b i n e t  a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s  l i n e d  up  to  g r e e t  

u s .  D e a n  R u s k  a t  t h e  fo o t  of  t h e  s t e p s .  A n d  t h e n  s o m e  tw o  o r  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  

of  th e  W h i t e  Hou s e  s t a f f  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  T o  a  c h o r u s  of  " C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  

W e l c o m e  h o m e .  W e l c o m e  b a c k ,  g l a d  y o u ' r e  h e r e ,  " w e  w a l k e d  in to  th e  

W h i t e  H o u s e .  V e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  w a y  w e  e n t e r e d  i t  a l m o s t  a  y e a r  

a g o  on  D e c e m b e r  7 th ,  b u t  s t i l l  no  m o m e n t  of h ig h  e c s t a s y .  L y n d a ,  H i m  

a n d  H e r  a n d  B l a n c o  w e r e  c l o s e i p  in  th e  l i n e ,  b u t  L u c i  n o w h e r e  to  be  

found .  A f t e r  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  a l l  a r o u n d ,  w e  w e n t  to  a  p a r t y  f o r  W a l t e r  

H e l l e r  in  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  h o s t e d  b y  a b o u t  35 t o p  o f f i c i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

^  a l l  of  t h e  C a b i n e t ,  t o l d  h i m  how  m u c h  w e  h a t e d  to s a y  g o o d b y e  to  h i m  a n d

1964

S u n d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  15th  ( c o n t i n u e d )
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w e  c o u l d n ' t  t h a n k  h i m  e n o u g h  f o r  h i s  y e a r s  of  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k .  H is  w i fe  w a s  

t h e r e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  th e  r e a s o n  he  f e e l s  he  m u s t  l e a v e  i s  t h a t  s h e  i s  i l l  a n d  

w a n t s  h i m  to  c o m e  h o m e  to  M i n n e s o t a ,  a n d  he  h a s  b e e n  o f f e r e d  a  q u i e t  a n d  

go o d  p l a c e  w h e r e  he  c a n  w r i t e .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

of  M i n n e s o t a ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  on  a  g r a n t  f r o m  s o m e  f o u n d a t i o n .  A n d  s o  f o r  the  

s a k e  of  h i s  f a m i l y  l i f e ,  h e  m u s t .

I l i k e d  w h a t  H e l l e r  s a i d  l a t e r  on  in a  l i t t l e  t a l k  a f t e r  w e  h a d  le f t .  

" W e  h a v e  h a d  tw o  r e c e p t i v e  a n d  r e s t l e s s  P r e s i d e n t s ,  w h o  r e a l i z e d  th e  

e c o n o m y ' s  p o t e n t i a l .  I h a v e  P o t o m a c  F e v e r , "  h e  a d m i t t e d  r u e f u l l y ,  a nd  

I h o p e  i t ' s  s o  a n d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  b e  b a c k  s o m e  t i m e  d o w n  th e  r o a d  w h i l e  i t ' s  

s t i l l  o u r  r o a d .

W e b r o u g h t  h o m e  w i t h  u s  J a c k  a n d  M a r y  M a r g a r e t  a n d  the  G o o d w in s  

f o r  a  d r i n k ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  V a l e n t i s  l e f t  to  go to t h e  H a r r i m a n s  t h e  G o o d w in s  

s t a y e d  to  h a v e  d i n n e r  w i t h  u s .  T h e y  w e r e  d e e p l y  t a n n e d  a n d  r e s t e d  f r o m  a  

s t a y  a t  C a n e e l  B a y  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o .  He i s  o n e  of  the  b r i g h t e s t  m i n d s  a r o u n d  

h e r e ,  a n d  I f e e l  w e  h a v e  b r i d g e d  th e  g a p  b e t w e e n  us  a n d  t h e " K e n n e d y  m e n "  

in  h i s  c a s e .  T h a t  i s ,  I f e e l  he  l i k e s  u s  a n d  h e  l i k e s  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n d  w i l l  

s t a y  a n d  b e  u s e f u l .

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e m  g e t  s t a r t e d  on  th e  s u b j e c t  I m o s t  w a n t  to  h e a r  

t a I k e d  a b o u t  - -  t h a t  i s ,  a  t a l e n t  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  b e s t  h i g h - c l a s s  f o lk s  to  h e l p  

o u t  in  t h e s e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s  - -  I l e f t  a n d  w e n t  in  L y n d a  B i r d ' s  r o o m ,  o n ly  to

1964

S u n d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  15 th  ( c o n t i n u e d )
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f i n d  t h a t  s h e ' d  g o n e  off  on a  d a t e  w i t h  D a v e ,  a n d  s o  c u r l e d  u p  on  L u c i ' s  

b e d  - -  s h e  h a d  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  d a t e  w i t h  P a u l  - -  a n d  t a l k e d  o v e r  

t h e  r e a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  a f f a i r s  of  l i f e  - -  t h a t  i s ,  w h a t  o n e ' s  d a u g h t e r s  a r e  

g o in g  to  do.

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  L u c i  i s  r e a l l y  g o in g  to  j o i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  

She  h a s  b e e n  t a k i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s h e  w o u ld  l i k e  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  m e  to 

m e e t  t h e  p r i e s t  w h o  h a s  b e e n  g iv i n g  t h e m  to  h e r ,  s h e  w o u ld  l i k e  to  j o i n  

i t  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  p r i e s t  t h i n k s  s h e  i s  r e a d y .  I f e e l  v e r y  s a d  - -  a  s e n s e  

of s e p a r a t i o n  a l m o s t  a s  t h o u g h  I w e r e  s a y i n g  g o o d b y e  to h e r  - - a s  t h o u g h  

s h e  w a s  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  a n d  g o in g  off to  l i v e  in  T i m b u k t u , A n d  y e t  I 

h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  h e r  h a p p i e r ,  m o r e  r a d i a n t ,  a n d  I know  t h a t  f o r  h e r  

r e l i g i o n  i s  a  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y ,  d e e p  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of  l i f e .  A n d  t h i s  

h a s  b e e n  c o m i n g  on  f o r  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  now - -  i t  i s  no f l a s h  in  th e  p a n ,  

so  I c a n ' t  s a y  no .  How c o u l d  I m a k e  i t  s t i c k ?  How w o u ld  I d a r e  to p r e s u m e  

I w a s  r i g h t ?

S he  a l s o  t o l d  m e  a  l o t  a b o u t  P a u l  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .  He i s  one  of  

s i x  c h i l d r e n ,  h i s  m o t h e r  d i e d  a  c o u p l e  of y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  y e a r  o r  

tw o  of b e i n g  a  w i d o w e r ,  h i s  d o c t o r  f a t h e r  r e m a r r i e d  h a p p i l y ,  g a i l y  a n d  

c o z i l y .  L u c i  h e r s e l f  i s  s o  b u b b l y  i t  is  a  d e l i g h t .  She  i s  a  v e r y  r i c h  l i t t l e  

g i r l ,  t h a t  i s  in  a  s e n s e  of  l o v i n g  l i f e  a n d  g iv i n g  th e  s e n s e  of  lo v e  to  o t h e r s .

1964

S u n d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  15 th  ( c o n t i n u e d )
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Sunday. November 15th (continued) 

And she worries about her sister, who she feels doesn't know how to reach 

out to other people,to give to them, to enjoy them, to love them, as much as 

she ought. Luci describes herself as a hustler. And so she has been these 

last few months. They have been among the happiest of her life, and of our 

life together. I mean in the sense of sharing, conversation, and understand-

ing and enjoyment. 

I left a note on Lynda's bed to say I was lonesome - - that there 

were BEARS -- an expression we used to use when she was a little girl, 

and to come i.n and sleep with me. And so later on she came in and curled 

up in bed with me and we talked over the difficulties of her returning to 

the University of Texas. A bedroom half the size of hers, shared by four 

girls, and then everybody sleeps on the screened porch. No privacy. No 

place to study. And where would the Secret Service men be? And so the 

sorority house is out in Lynda 1 s judgment as the place to stay. The same 

would be true of a dormitory. And I myself am doubtful of the idea of an 

apartment unless you knew the girls with whom you would share it. I am 

afraid she is a little too dependent upon us, upon the haven and privacy of 

this house. 
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W h e n  I l o o k  a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  i t  s a y s  " P r e s i d e n t  C o m e s  B a c k  

f r o m  T e x a s , "  " N A T O ,  V i e t N a m ,  A m o n g  P r o b l e m s  C r o w d i n g  C a l e n d a r , "  a n d  

I c a n  t h i n k  of a l l  t h o s e  t h a t  I w o u l d  a d d  to  i t ,  I know  w h y  t h e r e  w a s  no  s e n s e  

of e l a t i o n  a s  w e  w a l k e d  in  t h e  d o o r ,  f r e s h  h o m e  f r o m  a  v i c t o r y  of o v e r  61%, 

t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n c e  R o o s e v e l t ' s  e l e c t i o n  of - -  w h a t  w a s  i t ,  ' 3 6 ?  - -  a n d  m a y b e  

e v e n  s u r p a s s i n g  t h a t  in  t e r m s  of  p o p u l a r  vo te .

1964

S u n d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  15 th
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