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T h is  m o rn in g  I w en t to the w a reh o u se  w ith  M r. W est, to s ee  the 

c o lle c tio n  of W hite H ouse fu rn i tu re  th a t is  no t a c tu a lly  in  u se . In one 

a r e a ,  th e re  w e re  th o se  th ings a c c e p te d  by M rs . Kennedy,-^and h e r  

c o m m itte e s  r(or the White H ouse, d u rin g  the re n o v a tio n  of 1961. Q uite  

a  d is tin g u ish e d , han d so m e a r ra y /^ a n d  v e ry  sad ly , a  m in ia tu re  so fa  and 

c h a ir ,  a n tiq u e s , the  s iz e  fo r  a  l i t t le  g i r l  of s ix  o r  so . And one w o n d ers  

w hat u se  s h e 'd  in ten d ed  fo r th em . P e rh a p s  in  a  l i t t le  s ittin g  room  fo r  

C a ro ly n .

And th en  a  l a r g e r  c o lle c tio n , th ings th a t had  b een  b ro u g h t in  by 

T h eo d o re  R o o se v e lt in  1902, and put aw ay  d u rin g  the T ru m a n  ren o v a tio n , 

ab o u t 1950,

A nd then  in  the  b ig g e s t g roup  of a ll ,  the B. A ltm an  fu rn i tu re ,  th a t 

w as  b ro u g h t in  ab o u t 1950 and  u s e d  fo r a  b r ie f  tim e  b y  T ru m a n , an d  then  

the e ig h t y e a r s  of E isen h o w e r. T h e se  w e re  se n t to s to ra g e  by M rs . K ennedy.

T h e re  w e re  so m e s tra n g e  oddm en ts  - a  tru n k  th a t m u s t have d a ted  fro m  

a ro u n d  1817, with*^James Monroe^^on the f ro n t, and  w hen you opened  it ,  you 

saw  th a t i t  w as v e ry  c a re fu lly  b u ilt  to  p ack  and  c a r r y  the fam ous V e rm e il 

th a t M onroe had  p u rc h a se d  in  P a r i s ^ a n d  th a t s t i l l  a d o rn s  the tab le  w hen we 

have S tate  d in n e rs .

And the w h ee l c h a ir  th a t P r e s id e n t  W ilson had  u se d  d u rin g  h is  long , l a s t  

w e a ry  m o n th s  in  the W hite H ouse.
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A nd a  p o r t r a i t ,  a l l  w rap p ed  up , m a rk e d  " W a rre n  G. H ard in g " . J u s t  

a  day  o r two ago, I h ad  d is c o v e re d  th a t he w as the only P r e s id e n t  n o t  

hanging  in  the W hite H ouse. The p ic tu re  had  b een  sen t out to have so m eth ing  

done to the f ra m e . W hat a  lo t  of s to r ie s  th is  o ld  w areh o u se  h o ld s .

I  th ink  I found a  re d  ru g  an d  a  d esk , and  p o ss ib ly  a  ta l l  s e c r e ta r y — 

b o o k ca se , th a t can  be u se d  in  the P r e s id e n t 's  w aitin g  ro o m !  W e 'll w o rk  

on th a t l a te r .

So I le f t  the g h o s ts  to th e ir  own and w ent on to a  lu ncheon  a t  M rs . 

F r e e m a n s  f o r  M u rie l H u m p h re y 's  b ir th d a y . The s o r t  of thing I 

u s e d  to do five  days a  w eek , w hen we w e re  in  the Senate and  the V ice 

P re s id e n c y  - an d  now do so  se ld o m . The only  g u e s ts  w e re  the C ab in e t w iv es , 

an d  w hat a  n ice  g ro u p  of w om en they a r e .  I had  a  d e lig h tfu l tim e .

T on igh t, i s  the fo u r th  C o n g re s s io n a l re c e p tio n  - th is  tim e  fo r  the 

Senate'. T h e re  w e re  a  lo t of m y  fa v o r ite s  th e re ,  the Tom  Dodds an d  the 

F ra n k  C h u rc h s , bo th  the la d ie s  w e re  m e m b e rs  of m y S pan ish  c la s s ;  the 

L is te r  H ills , bo th  show ing the m a rk  of ag e , and  how sad ly  i t  s t r ik e s  m e .

And Ja n e  L a u sc h e , a lth o u g h  I d o n 't  fe e l  c lo se  to h e r  h u sb an d  a t  a l l ,  s h e 's  

one of m y  v e ry  fa v o rite  w iv es .

And th a t l a te s t  a n d  m o s t u n lik e ly  c ap tiv e  to m a tr im o n y , W a rre n  M agnu son 

and  h is  p re t ty  w ife ,

A b ig a il and  G ene M cC arthy ; M ike Mon ro n ey , a lo n e , M arya lle n  is  off 

tak ing  the sun  in  C a lifo rn ia , o r  so m e w h ere . The lo v e ly  n e w  ad d itio n  to

" t
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Senate w iv es , A v en e ll B a s s  of T e n n e sse e . T he D irk se n s  w e re  su p p o sed  

to com e bu t a t  the l a s t  m in u te^ , we h e a rd  th a t he got s ic k . H e 's  looked  

v e ry  b ad  la te ly , bu t a s  soon a s  he b eg in s  to ta lk , I 'm  m e s m e r iz e d  b y  h is  

v o ice , and  I fo rg e t  how he lo o k s .

T on igh t we h ad  the show ing of the  p a in tin g s  a t  the Wh ite  H o use , and 

a l l  the la d ie s  en joyed  them  tre m e n d o u s ly , bu t i t  w as a  s h o r t  p ro g ra m  so 

I  c a lle d  on M a rv e lla  B ayh and  then  E lle n  P ro x m ire ,  bo th  of whom ta lk ed  

d e lig h tfu lly , ex ce p t th a t people  a r e  r a th e r  p ro n e  to give a  te s tim o n ia l 

to  the p r e s e n t  in cu m b en t of the  W hite H o u se , to m y  sq u irm in g  d ism a y .

T h e n  I  a sk e d  if  som ebody  e ls e  w ould lik e  to r e c a l l  an  am u sin g  in c id en t, 

b u t I go t no v o lu n te e rs , a lthough  I know I have som e of the m o s t a r t ic u la te  

w om en  in  W ashington  th e re .

So we h ad  a  r a th e r  long s e s s io n  of to u rin g  the L ib ra ry  and so fo r th  

and  of sam p lin g  the h o rs  d 'o u e v e rs  b e fo re  our h u sb an d s jo in ed  u s , b ec au se  

once m o re  i t  h ad  b een  a  v e ry  good s e s s io n  fo r  the m en . Lyndon had  b ee n  

'i n  g r e a t  fo rm , s e v e ra l  of them  to ld  m e .

O ne, a  R ep u b lican  S en a to r, no t known fo r  be in g  fond of u s , s a id  " F o r  

five m in u te s , he w as the g r e a te s t  m a n  I 'v e  e v e r  kn o w n ."

I w en t u p s ta i r s  ab o u t 10 o 'c lo c k . P eo p le  h ad  begun to d r if t  aw ay, and , 

in  fa c t, m o s t of them  w e re  gone. And w hen I e m e rg e d  fro m  m y  room  abou t 

five m in u te s  l a te r ,  E lle n  to ld  m e th a t the M agnusons   w e re  going to spend  

the n igh t. T h a t 's  q u ick  a c tio n  - I  h ad  ju s t  b een  say ing  "W e m u s t be s u re  and  

g e t to g e th e r  fo r  d in n e r  so m e tim e  s o o n ."  And th a t 's  the  w ay m y  husband
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re sp o n d s  - why no t now? !

So I found a  gown and  som e m akeup  fo r  G e rm a in e , and  got them  s e tt le d  

in  the Q u ee n 's  R oom .

E v ery b o d y  had  so m uch h o rs  d 'o u ev e lrs , th ey  re fu s e d  d in n e r , ex cep t 

L yndon h ad  h is  u su a l two bow ls of tap io ca  pudding.

How cozy  and  co n ten t M aggie lo o k s , and  how the w ives of h is  fe llow  

S e n a to rs  a r e  b eam in g , th a t h e 's  f in a lly  se e n  the joys o f m a trim o n y .

If I  w ould r a te  T u e sd ay  n ig h t a s  A p lu s , and  I w ould, I th ink  I w ould 

have to r a te  ton igh t a s  A m in u s  - th e f i r s t  two fa ll f a r  s h o rt.

# # # # # # # # # # #
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