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Sunday, F ebruary 2 1

We had a la te  b reak fast and then, with the M arvin W atsons and 

B ill  M oyers, drove out to C hrist Church in A lexandria b ecau se the next 

day w as G eorge W ashington's B irthday. We follow ed the tradition  o f a ll  

the th ir ty -fiv e  P r es id e n ts , save about th ree , in going to G eorge W ashington's 

church on the Sunday c lo s e s t  to h is birthday. I have been v ery  fa m ilia r  

w ith that charm ing old church as a .to u r is t. It w as on m y route to Mount 

V ernon w ith innum erable constituents in  the days of the H ouse and the 
«

S en ate. I p a rticu la r ly  lik e  the churchyard with its  old E nglish  words:

’*uxor" for w ife , "relict"  for widow, and its  d escr ip tion  of the p ro fess io n  

of the dead p erso n . He w as a noted d is t i l le r , says one tom bstone. And 

th o se  d olefu l old  lin e s , a typ ica l one "As I am , you soon w ill b e . P rep are  

y o u rse lv e s  to follow  m e ."

The R everend  Sydnor, about s ix  fee t seven  inches ta ll, tow ered  

above u s, le t  us in to G eorge W ashington's pew . Lyndon sa t w here the 

f ir s t  P r es id en t sa t. The R everend  Sydnor's serm on  su ited  the c lim ate  

and at le a s t  th is part o f h is aud ience. He sa id  p ra c tica lly  this: "I am  

in the b u sin ess  o f reco n cilia tio n  - -  reco n cilia tio n  betw een m em b ers of 

the fa m ily , betw een reg ion s of the country, betw een nations of the w orld ."

He w as speaking of h im se lf  and of the Church. L ater on Lyndon told  him  

that he fe lt  that he too w as in  that sam e b u sin ess  - -  the serm on  could
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Sunday, Febrxiary 21st (continued)

have been  w ritten  for him .

A delightfu l part of the se r v ic e  w as the baptism  of a lit t le  tw o- 

m onth-old  g ir l nam ed Dawn E laine who, to m y thinking, s to le  the show 

from  the P resid en t, the M in ister , and a ll a ssem b led . She w as a ler t, 

sm ilin g , in terested  from  beginning to end — the m o st winning litt le  baby 

you ev er  saw , never once a larm ed  at being handed into strange hands, 

sprinkled  with w ater , and stared  at by the whole congregation . R everend  

Sydnor ca rr ied  her down one a is le  and up another. When he got to our 

pew he stopped, and Lyndon clipped h is l it t le  gold t ie -c la s p  with the LBJ 

on her d r e s s .  She rew arded him  w ith an extra la rg e  sm ile  la te r  and it  

w as a ll o v er . She w as p eacefu lly  sleep in g  in  her fa th er's  a rm s, a natural 

l it t le  s ta r .

B ack  at the W hite H ouse we picked up H im  and B lanco and the 

W atsons and us - -  B il l  had gone hom e - -  walked around the grounds, 

stopping at the E a st Gate to chat w ith the to u r ists  w hile Him tr ied  to 

p ick  a fight w ith  a p er fec tly  n ice  l it t le  Scotty  and then raced  off in pursuit 

o f r e a l or im agin ary  sq u ir r e ls . H e's the happiest litt le  an im al, and the 

joy  of our l i fe .

And then back u p sta irs for lunch with the W atsons and Lyndon. 

W hile at the table^^there w as a ca ll from  M rs. D irk sen  in F lo r id a /a n d  
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Sunday, F ebruary  2 1st (continued)

she sounded a lm o st tearfu l. Senator D irk sen  is  i l l .  She wants to  get him  

to W alter R eed H ospital as quickly as p o ss ib le . Lyndon arranged to send  

a plane im m ed ia te ly . He should be in  the hosp ita l by 6:30 or 7:00 this  

even in g .

A fter lunch Lyndon went back to h is o ffice  and I went to the 

B ow ling A lley  with the W atsons. Lyndon joined us b r ie fly , bowled a 

gam e and, a fter  a bad sta rt, wound up with two or three sp ares and a 

str ik e  and beat u s, m uch to a ll our p lea su re .

In the la te  afternoon he and I took a nap, or rather a r e s t ,  

and then we w ent to the D illons for d inner. Only eight of us — the 

F ulbrights w ere another couple. P h y llis  has that rare  and exq u isite  

a b ility  as a h o ste ss  to g ree t .you as though it w as the m ost delightful 

thing in the w orld that you w ere com ing and it  w as going to be a great  

even in g . And it  alw ays is  at her h o u se . Charm ing peop le, good co n -

v ersa tio n , d e lectab le  food. T here w ere  two lo v e ly  w a terco lo rs of her  

daughters signed  "Uncle Dana, " by C harles Dana G ibson. She looks 

so  youngl It i s  hard for m e to p lace her in  tim e when C harles Dana 

G ibson could have painted her two litt le  g ir ls .

She talked of J im  F o r r e sta l, alw ays to m e one of the out-

standing m en I have known in the th ree  decades I've lived  h ere . How
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Sunday. F ebruary 2 1 st (continued)

hard it  w ill be to get som eone to take the D illo n s ’ p la ce . But he is  v ery  

t ir ed  and intent on leav ing  by A p ril 1st.
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