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SA TU R D A Y , A P R IL  17

S a tu rd a y , A p r i l  17 w a s  m a r r e d  on ly  b y  th e  new s th a t  th e  M c N a m a ra s  

c o u ld n ’t  s ta y  th e  w h o le  w e e k e n d - -  m u s t  le a v e  r ig h t  a f t e r  noon. E a r ly  in  

th e  m o rn in g  th e  fo u r  of u s  ro d e  a ro u n d  o u r  r a n c h  a n d  on in to  th e  M a r t in  

r a n c h ,  s to p p in g  to  s e e  L e i la  a  m o m e n t an d  p ic k in g  up D a le  on o v e r  in to  

th e  D an z ra n c h , the family of w h o m  L y n d o n  h a s  to ld  th a t  t a l e  t h e s e  m a n y  y e a r s  

a b o u t " d o s e  c h i ld r e n  h a v e  go t to  w e a r  d o s e  aw fu l n a m e s  a l l  d a r e  l iv e s  

a n d  de n d e y  n e v e r  g o t d e  h e i f e r  c a l f . " M r . D a n z  had  n a m e d  h is  c h i ld r e n  

J a y  a n d  O lla  a f t e r  a  n e ig h b o r J a y  C h ap m an  u n d e r  th e  im p r e s s io n  th a t  th e y  

w e r e  go ing  to  r e c e iv e  a  p r e s e n t  of a  h e i f e r  c a lf .  T h e  D an z  r a n c h ,  a lm o s t  

a d jo in in g  u s , w e  h ad  n e v e r  s e e n  o r  a t  l e a s t  L y ndon  h a d n 't  s in c e  h is  

c h ild h o o d  d a y s  w h en  he s a id  he had  r id d e n  e v e r y  s te p  of i t  w ith  h is  U n c le  

C la r e n c e .  I t  w a s  o n e  o f th e  p r e t t i e s t  w e  h av e  s e e n  a n y w h e re , a lm o s t  

p a r k - l i k e ,  w e ll  c le a r e d ,  la r g e  l iv e o a k s ,  th ic k  g r a s s  an d  a  b e a u ti fu l  q u il t ,  

a  p a t t e r n  of p in k , y e llo w , b lu e , w h ite  f l o w e r s - - m o r e  p h lo x  th a n  I h a v e  

s e e n  n e a r ly  a n y w h e re . No doub t a b o u t i t ,  i t  w as  good la n d  a s  la n d  g o e s  in  

t h e s e  p a r t s  a n d  i t  w a s  c lo s e  a t  h an d , L ynd o n  w a n ts  i t  an d  D a le  w a n ts  i t .

We h ad  to  g e t b a c k  to  th e  r a n c h  in  t im e  f o r  L yndon  to  m a k e  a  

s ta te m e n t  on  ta p e  f o r  th e  p r e s s .  A b o u t f o r ty  of th e m  w e r e  g a th e r e d  in  th e  

f r o n t  y a r d  a t  11:45. I  h ad  o r d e r e d  c o o k ie s  a n d  co ffe e  p u t o u t on th e  f r o n t  

p o r c h ,  b u t h e r e  I  g o t a  D m in u s  a s  a  h o s te s s  b e c a u s e  te le p h o n e  c a l l s  f r o m  

L y n d a  o r  L u c i k e p t m e  in s id e  a n d t he r e  s a t  th e  c o o k ie s  a n d  co ffee  a n d  ou t
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in  th e  y a rd  w a s  th e  p r e s s  w ith  no one a n d  r ig h t  on  t im e  L y ndon  

e m e r g e d ,  m a d e  h is  s ta te m e n t ,  th e y  d iv e d  f o r  t h e i r  c a r s  a n d  w e h av e  

c o o k ie s  f o r  a  w e ek .

I  g a th e r  th e  s ta te m e n t  w as  p la n n e d  a s  s o r t  of a  c o u n te r -m o v e , a

c h e s s  p la y , to  S e n a to r  F u lb r ig h t 's  s ta te m e n t  o r  s p e e c h  a b o u t V ie t N a m ^

a p p r o x im a te ly  t h i s - -  th a t  w e o u g h t to  c e a s e  b o m b in g  f o r  a  few  d a y s  to

g iv e  a  c h a n c e  f o r  n e g o tia tio n s  to  s t a r t .  H e h a s  th e  p e c u l i ar  p o s i t io n  o f b e in g

o u r  s u p p o se d  l e a d e r  in  th e  S e n a te  on F o r e ig n  A f fa ir s  an d  i s  d ia m e t r ic a l l y

o p p o se d  to  L y n d o n 's  p o l ic y  in  V ie t N a m - -  a n  e m b a r r a s s in g  s i tu a t io n .  |  T h e

s ta t e m e n t  sp o k e  of  th e  "c o n f lic t  w h o se  b e g in n in g  w a s  o b s c u r e  a n d  w h o se

end  i s  n o t in  s ig h t .  W e have  a s k e d  f o r  ta lk s on p e a c e .  T h e r e  i s  no a n s w e r ,

no a n s w e r  f r o m  H an o i, no a n s w e r  f r o m  P e k in g . You c an n o t t a lk  to  p e o p le

w ho do  no t w a n t to  t a lk .  W e w ill  n o t g e t ou t, w e  w il l  no t s to p  b o m b in g

' ft
u n le s s  t h e r e  i s  a n  in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e y  a r e  w illin g  to  ta lk ." H e r e i t e r a t e d  

o u r  r e a d in e s s  f o r  n e g o tia tio n  b u t e m p h a s iz e d  th a t  i t  t a k e s  tw o  to  n e g o tia te  

a n d  b o th  w il l in g  an d  th e n  he s a id  th a t  due  to  th e  p r e s s u r e  o f C o n g r e s s io n a l  

b u s in e s s ,  he  w o u ld  p o s tp o n e  im p e n d in g  v i s i t s  f r o m  Ayub Khan f r o m  

P a k i s t a n ,  a n d  f r o m  S h a s h tr i  of In d ia  an d  a n y  o th e r s  u n til  th e  e a r ly  F a l l . How 

h a r d  i t  i s  to  s a y  ju s t  w h a t you  m e a n !  F o r e ig n  a id  i s  up in  th e  C o n g r e s s ,

I t  i s  g o in g  to  b e  h a r d  enough  to  p a s s  i t  an y w ay . I t  m a y  b e  im p o s s ib le ,  and  

r e p e a te d  p r e s e n c e  of F o r e ig n  C h ie fs  of S ta te  an d  th e i r  p o s s ib le  p u b lic  

e x p r e s s io n s  h e r e  w o u ld  n o t b e  h e lp fu l to  th i s  s e n s i t iv e  b u s in e s s  of g u id in g  

i t  th ro u g h  th e  C o n g re s s .
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W hen  i t  w a s  o v e r  I h u g g ed  th e  M c N a m a ra s  goodbye . I  h a d  a  q u ic k  

lu n c h  a n d  f le w  in to  A u s t in  to  g e t  a  h a i rd o  an d  th e n  w ith  a b o u t th i r ty  m in u te s  

to  s p a r e ,  b e c a u s e  w e w e re  w a itin g  fo r  a  p a s s e n g e r  w ho w a s  a n  e x p e r t  on  

c o a s ta l  b e rm u d a  g r a s s ,  I d ro v e  ou t to  L a g una G lo r ia ,  a  p ic tu r e s q u e  I ta l ia n  

V il la  on th e  b a n k s  of L a k e  A u s tin , th a t  u s e d  to  b e lo n g  to  C la r a  D r i s c o l l  

S e v i e r ,  w e a lth y , e c c e n t r ic ,  le g e n d a ry  c h a r a c te r  o f so m e  f iv e  d e c a d e s  ag o . 

N o w , i t  i s  a n  a r t  m u s e u m , th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  of th e  T e x a s  F in e  A r t s  A s s o c ia tio n .
r.  .V, ■

T o d ay  th e y  h a d  an  e x h ib it  s p o n s o re d  by  W e lle s le y , th e  w o rk s  o f s c h o o l c h ild re n ;  

I  n o tic e d  th e m  a l l  th e  w ay  f ro m  th e  s e c o n d  g ra d e  to  th e  e le v e n th  g r a d e - - 

w a te r c o lo r ,  o i ls ,  p e n  an d  in k , c o l la g e s ,  d e lig h tfu lly  h u m o ro u s , g ay , w e ird ,  

b r ig h t  la n d s c a p e s ,  m o o d  p ic tu r e s ,  p o r t r a i t s .  I  w o u ld  h a v e  lo v e d  to  h a v e  

b o u g h t, b o u g h t, b o u g h t. S om e of th e m  w e r e  so  funny .  T h e n  I h u r r i e d  b a c k  

to  th e  a i r p o r t  in  t im e  to  g e t  w ith  M a r ia n n e  M ea n s  an d  M r , B r u s h ,  th e  g r a s s  

m a n , an d  f ly  b a c k  to  th e  r a n c h  to  d ro p  off M r. B ru s h ,  r e tu r n in g  to  Jo h n so n  

C ity  to  m e e t  w ith  N ev a  an d  B e tty  A nne  and  M r. C a r t e r  a t  th e  J o h n so n  C ity  

H o u se , w a lk  o v e r  th e  g ro u n d s , an d  l e t  N ev a  an d  M r . C a r t e r  know  h o w  v e r y  

g r a te f u l  I  a m  f o r  th e  h ig h  c la s s  jo b  h e  w a s  do in g . M y p a r t i c u l a r  m is s io n  

w a s  to  p u t  o u t th e  s m a l l  m a g n o lia s  r a i s e d  f r o m  s e e d s  f r o m  th e  h a n d so m e  

m a g n o lia s  a t  T h e  E lm s ,  s e n t im e n ta l ly  c h e r i s h e d  b y  m e  a s  a  r e m in d e r  of 

th e  th r e e  p a s t  y e a r s .  W e s e le c te d  a  sp o t to  p la n t  one a t  th e  J o h n s o n  City.

H o u se , a n d  th e n  o n e  a t  th e  b i r th p la c e  h o u s e  an d  th e n --s ty m ie d  a t  th e  r a n c h - -  

w e f in a l ly  c h o se  a  v e r y  s e c o n d - r a te  sp o t in  th e  b a c k  y a r d .  T h e n  th e  th r e e  

of u s  p ic k e d  up  M a r ie  a n d  M a rv in  an d  h e l ic o p te r e d  to  th e  b e a c h  h o u s e , b o a t
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r id in g  b a c k  fo r  a  f i s h  d in n e r  a t  th e  H ayw ood  on th e  t e r r a c e .  L y n d o n  an d  

W e s le y , M a r ia n n e  and  th e  M o u rsu n d s  h a d  h a d  a n  ev en in g  of b o a tin g , an d  

lo o k in g , an d  ta lk in g , b an k in g  an d  p o l i t ic s  an d  ra n c h in g  an d  la u g h in g  a t  o ld  

t im e  s t o r i e s .  O n th e s e  ev en in g s  L y n d o n  i s  a  r a c o n t e u r  p a r  e x c e l le n c e .  

M an y  of h is  p h r a s e s ,  I  w is h  I h a d  a  ta p e  r e c o r d e r  h an d y . T h ey  a r e  so 

e a r th y an d  c o lo r fu l  an d  t r u e  an d  f r e s h  though  o fte n  ro u g h . H e i s  h a v in g  

on e  of th e  b e s t  t im e s  h e  h a s  e v e r  h a d  in  h is  l i f e . I am  g r a te f u l  f o r  i t .

I  w a n t to  p ro lo n g  i t ,  I  lo o k  a t  h im  in  p ro f i le .  H e  is  so  m u c h  to o  h e a v y .

I do n o t know  w h e th e r  to  la s h  o u t in  a n g e r  o r  s a r c a s m  o r  g e n tly  r e m in d  

h im  fo r  th e  n in e  h u n d re d  an d  n in e ty -n in th  t im e . B u t now  I s e e  h im  

y e a r n in g  to w a rd  th e  d a y s  o f p e a c e  an d  r e t i r em e n t  to w a rd  a  l i f e  m u c h  a lo n g  

th e  p a t t e r n  o f th e s e  l a s t  th r e e  d a y s . I s t r a in  e v en  m o r e  a t  w h a t I know  is  

a n  o b s ta c le  to  su c h  a  l i f e - - t h e s e  tw e n ty -f iv e  p o u n d s o r  so  o f o v e rw e ig h t. 

J a m e s  a n d  M a ry  an d  G e r t ru d e  h a v e  b e e n  w o n d e rfu l on th is  t r i p ,  th e  m e a l s  

so  good. T h e  f is h  d in n e r  to n ig h t to m y  ta s t e  c o u ld n 't  b e  e q u a le d  in  M ax im's

A f te r  d in n e r ,  M a rv in , M a r ia l le n ,  N ev a  an d  I p la y e d  b r id g e  w h ile  

L y n d o n  w e n t p e a c e fu lly  to  s le e p  on th e  co u ch , a  g r e a t  a s s e t ,  a  g r e a t  w e a lth . 

H e  c a n  go to  s le e p  fo r  a  te n  m in u te  c a tn a p  o r  an  h o u r - - a n y w h e r e  th a t  h e  c a n  

s t r e t c h  o u t o r  s o m e t im e s  ev en  s i t t in g  s t r a ig h t  up in  the  c a r .
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