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B eg a n  an oth er p h ase  in  the bu ild ing o f the Lyndon B a in e s  

. John son  L ib ra ry , O PERATIO N LOOK THEM O VER.  B i l l  H eath , 

M ax B r o o k s , R oy W hite and I flew  in  the K in g  Air e to Ind ep en d en ce , 

M iss o u r i, to  s e e  P r e s id e n t  T ru m an 's L ib ra ry  f ir s t .   M ax had  

te lep h o n ed  the two head s o f the L ib ra ry  and req u ested  th e ir  

• co o p era tio n  in  v is it in g  the L ib r a r y  ju st a s  a r c h ite c ts  who w ould  

la te r  b e  w ork in g  on th e Lyndon John son  L ib r a r y . T h ey  did  not  

m en tio n  that I w ould  b e  co m in g , and I had c a r e fu lly  not m en tio n ed  

i t  to  an yon e, not ev en  L iz , on ly , o f c o u r se , to P r e s id e n t  T rum an, 

w hom  I had phoned the n igh t b e fo r e , p a r tly  b e c a u se  d e fe r e n c e  

d em an ds i t  and p a r tly  b e c a u se  I ju s t  s im p ly  lo v e  to s e e  h im  and  

M r s . T ru m an, but w anted to  u rg e  th em  not to l e t  m y  p r e se n c e  

th e r e  b e  a b u rd en  on th e ir  tim e  or en erg y .

W hen w e put down on th e  l i t t le  s tr ip  in  In d ep en d en ce, I 

a lm o s t  thought D a le  had m ade a m is ta k e . It w as a  d ir t , or  m ayb e  

g r a v e l, s tr ip , a s  r u r a l a s  the W inter's s tr ip  a t John son  C ity !

B ut one happy r e s u lt  - -  no p r e s s  aw aited  us a t th e s tr ip . .

F e e lin g  lik e  co n sp ir a to r s  on a r e a l  ad ven ture. B i l l ,  M ax, 

R oy  and I p iled  in to  the c a r . We had sp en t our flig h t t im e  (o v er  

tw o h ou rs) rea d in g  m a te r ia l D r . W ayne G ro v er  had sen t M ax  

and d is c u s s in g  L ib r a r ie s , and drove in  to the T rum an L ib r a r y .
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T h ere  on the s tep s  P r e s id e n t  T rum an h im se lf  aw a ited  u s ,  

stan d ing  qu ite s tr a ig h t, can e  in  hand, a b ig  s m ile , M r s . T ru m an  

r ig h t b e s id e  h im , and I a lw a y s f e e l  h er  f ir s t  in te r e s t  i s  to tak e  

c a r e  o f h im , and sec o n d ly , the g u e s t  that th ey  a r e  m e e tin g .  I 

w as so  d e lig h ted  to s e e  th em , and in trod u ced  m y fe llo w  c o n sp ir a to r s  

T h is t im e  th e r e  w e r e  a few c a m e r a s  and one or tw o p eo p le  I thought 

I cou ld  id en tify  a s  p r e s s .

D r . P h illip  B ro o k s , the D ir e c to r  of th e  L ib ra ry , a  s m a ll ,  

u n im p r e ss iv e - lo o k in g  m an, who so o n  o v e r c o m e s  that f i r s t  p ic tu re  

b e c a u s e  he is  so  kn ow led geab le  and so  devoted  to h is  job , w a s w ith  

u s th e w h ole  w ay .

We w ent in  P r e s id e n t  T ru m an 's o ff ic e  for  a  l i t t le  v i s i t  

f ir s t ,  to  ex p la in  w hat w e w e r e  doing and w hy, and th en  he gave  

us th e to u r , w ith  M ax ask in g  a l l  s o r t s  o f a r c h ite c tu r a l q u estio n s  - -  

s to r a g e , h u m id ity , tr a ff ic  rou tin g , vau lts  fo r  d ocum en ts th at  

w e r e  y e t r e s tr ic te d , and B i l l  H eath look in g  a t it  w ith  the e y e s  

o f a  p la in  to u r is t  and o f a R eg en t who is  about to  spend  s e v e r a l  

m illio n s  o f th e U n iv e r s ity 's  m o n ey  in  e re c tin g  a  bu ild in g  to  h ou se  

a s im ila r  p r o je c t . And I going a lon g  w ith  a cu r io u s m ix tu r e  o f  

thought d iv id ed  b e tw een  tw o cu rren ts: on e, of s e e in g  P r e s id e n t  

T rum an, now r e a lly  grow ing o ld , and M r s . T rum an, who i s  qu ite
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T u esd a y , S ep tem b er  2nd (continued)

h a le  and h e a r ty  and so  s e n s ib ly  so lic ito u s  o f h im , l i s t e n in g  to the  

d ram a of h im  exp la in in g  the L ib r a r y , the s to r y  o f h is  l i f e ,  and  

o b se rv in g  h is  p r id e  and p le a su r e  in  it ,  and w ond ering to m y s e lf  

w h eth er  so m e  day Lyndon and I w ould p r e se n t su ch  a p ic tu r e .

And th e  o th er  cu rren t of thought, M a x 's , B i l l ’s ,  and R o y 's , who  

had n ev er  b e fo r e  s e e n  a P r e s id e n t ia l  L ib ra ry , w a s , "So th is  is  

w hat a  L ib r a r y  is  l ik e .  Can w e do i t  b e tte r ?  Is it  w orth  the  

s iz e a b le  c o m m itm en t w e have m ad e to it? "  And, look in g  a t it  

th rou gh  th e ir  e y e s , I w on d ered  how it  cou ld  be a  b e tter  r e f le c t io n  

o f  the m an , th e p er io d , and h is  in flu en ce  on the p er io d .

S om e th in gs I b egan  to  s e e  w ith  new e y e s .  The P r e s id e n t ia l  

p a p ers  th e m s e lv e s , g r e y , an on ym ou s, b ox  a fter  box , id e n t ic a lly  

bound, h idden  fro m  the w o r ld  on s h e lv e s  behind  lo ck ed  d o o r s , 

a w aitin g  th e v e r y  few sc h o la r s  who com e - -  the pu blic c o m e s  

in  th ou san d s and th e s c h o la r s  in  tr ic k le s .  Som e m o re  d ra m a tic  

u se  ought to b e  m ade o f th em , th o se  p a p e r s . T hey cou ld  s t i l l  

b e  s e c u r e  behind g la s s  p a r tit io n s , so m e  u se  could be m ad e o f  

c o lo r , th er e  could be so m e  d isp la y s  h igh ligh ting  the ou tstand in g  

a c h ie v em en ts  o f a P r e s id e n t 's  y e a rs.  P u tt in g it  in  te r m s  o f  L yndon, 

th e r e  m ig h t b e  a  d isp la y  on  the E ducation  B i l l  - -  w hat le d  up to  

i t ,  w hat i t  w ould  m ea n  to  John and M ary  C itizen  o f 1975.
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M r s . T rum an a sk ed  us if  sh e  cou ld  take us to  lun ch , and o f  

c o u r se  w e w e r e  d e lig h ted . We w en t to a p la ce  c a lle d  The O ld A pple  

F a r m , a c tu a lly  s e t  in  an o rch a rd  o f crook ed  apple t r e e s .  A ra m b lin g  

fa r m h o u se , w ith  m an y  s m a ll  r o o m s , so  m u ch  a tm o sp h ere , w ith  

ca n d le s  and low  c e il in g s  and e a r ly  A m er ica n  an tiq u es, that you  

w on d ered  if  the food w a s going to  m e a su r e  up. And then it  did, 

.m ost d e lig h tfu lly  - -  app le f r i t t e r s ,  r o a s t  ch ick en , a su p erb , en o rm ou s  

lu n ch , w ith  M r s . T rum an ta lk a tiv e , e a sy , and the P r e s id e n t  

r e m in is c e n t  and te llin g  jo k e s . H e 's  r e a lly  v e r y  fond o f L yndon.

M r s . T rum an a sk ed  m e  i f  I e v e r  saw R ob erta  V in so n , how  

W ilm a, one o f th e m a id s a t the W hite H o u se , w as d o in g . W e ta lk ed  .

about the gran d ch ild ren , C lark  and M arny C lifford .

And th en  w hen lu n ch  w as o v e r , M r s . T rum an sa id  quite  

f ir m ly  (and I w ould have b een  sh ock ed  i f  he had cou n term an d ed  

it) th at sh e  w as going to  take P r e s id e n t  T rum an hom e now , h is  

le g s  w e r e  w ea r in g  out a b it . And w e a l l  sa id  goodbye, w ith  

m an y  th an k s, and I e s p e c ia l ly  thinking how glad I w ould be  

to  so m e  day be in  th e ir  s h o e s , to  lo o k  so  c a lm  and content 

and happy a s  old  ag e  ap p roach ed .
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T u esd a y . S ep tem b er  2nd (continued)

And th en  b a ck  to the L ib r a r y  for  another h ou r's  s e s s io n  w ith  

D r . B r o o k s , m o s t ly  on sto r a g e  f a c i l i t ie s ,  and to  s e e  how th e  b u ild in g  

i t s e l f  s i t s  on the 14 a c r e s  o f land - -  v e r y  g r a ce fu lly , in  m y  op in ion  - -  

w ith  the S e a l o f th e U nited  S ta te s  to  the le f t  o f the co lu m n s in  th e  

fro n t and, ra th er  su r p r is in g ly , th e S e a l o f the M ason ic  O rd er  to  

th e r ig h t. L ooking a t it  fro m  a  d is ta n c e , I d ec id ed  it  m u st b e  the  

S e a l o f  the S ta te  o f M iss o u r i.

It w as about 3:30 w hen w e w ent to  the l i t t le  a ir p o r t  fo r  the  

l a s t  p art o f our tr ip . T h ere  had b een  p eop le  w ith  c a m e r a s  e v e r y  

few fe e t , and I s m ile d  and w aved  and stopped  fo r  p ic tu re s  and  

handed out l i t t le  autographed  c a r d s , le ttin g  it  im p ed e our p r o g r e s s  

a s  l i t t le  a s  p o s s ib le ,  and fe e lin g  r e a lly  quite p le a se d  in  T he O ld  

A pple H ou se  w hen th e w hole  room fu l o f la d ie s  b egan  to  c la p  w hen  

I en tered  and announced that th ey  w e re  s c h o o lte a c h e r s  fr o m  so m e  . 

adjoin ing  tow n havin g  a h o lid a y . B ut i t ’s r e a lly  b e e n  an e a s y ,  

in co n sp icu o u s  tr ip .

We flew  to A b ilen e , and once m o re  landed  on a  q u iet and 

r u r a l a ir  s tr ip .  T h is t im e  w ord  of our com in g  had p r e ce d e d  u s ,  

and th er e  w e r e  c a m e r a s  and m icro p h o n es  a s  our ca r  p u lled  up 

in  fro n t o f the L ib r a r y  a  few m in u tes  b e fo r e  the c lo s in g  t im e  o f  
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T u esd a y , S ep tem b er  2nd (continued)

I spoke a few b r ie f  candid  w ords of exp lan ation  and in t e r e s t  

and p le a s u r e  in  se e in g  the L ib r a r ie s , id en tified  m y  co m p a n io n s , . 

and m o v ed  a s  q u ick ly  a s  I g r a c io u s ly  could  on in s id e , w h ere  D r .  

A sh b o ck er , D ir e c to r  o f the L ib ra ry , m e t m e .

T h is  is  m y  f ir s t  tr ip  to the E isen h o w er  L ib r a r y , and in d eed , 

I found i t  w as a co m p lex , co m p o sed  o f th ree  p a r ts . The L ib r a r y  

i t s e l f ,  w h ich  h o u se s  the p a p er s , a  v a s t , h a n d so m e b u ild in g  o f  

m a r b le  th at su rrou n d s a v e r y  s m a ll  co u rtyard , and is  s tr a n g e ly  

(  J  c o ld . And, m o r e  than a b lo ck  aw ay, a c r o s s  the M a ll, th e  M u seu m

it s e l f ,  m u ch  m o re  pop ulated  and m uch l e s s  e x p e n s iv e - lo o k in g  a  

s tr u c tu r e .  And, th en , f in a lly , th e old  E isen h o w er  h o m e, w ith  

b y  fa r  the m o s t  a tm o sp h ere  o f any of the th r e e . A u th e n t ic  

A m e r ica n a  o f about the f ir s t  q u arter  o f the cen tu ry , w a rm , . 

m id d le c la s s ,  n o s ta lg ic , sp eak in g  to  m any o f us o f  our y e s te r d a y s .

W e sp en t th e f ir s t  30 m in u tes  or so in  the L ib r a r y  w ith  

D r. A sh b o ck er , and h e r e  I had a rude s u r p r is e . A lthough i t  had  

b e e n  fo r m a lly  d ed ica ted  m o re  than two y e a r s  ago , a s  w e l l  a s  I 

can  r e m e m b e r , it  is  not a c tu a lly  y e t function in g and open  fo r  

s c h o la r s .  T h is I cannot ex p la in . I w onder i f  i t  is  b e c a u se  th e r e  

a r e  no sc h o la r s  ram pan t to get i n. And it  has th at forb id d in g , 

un used  lo o k . The b ig  B oard  o f D ir e c to r s  R oom , w h ich  has on ly

' -  6  -  ■
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b een  u sed  a co u p le  o f t im e s  in  th e tw o y e a rs  - -  I w onder i f  i t  had b een  

d e s ig n e d  as  an o ff ic e  for  P r e s id e n t  E isen h o w er , and th en , s in c e  he  

d id  not sp en d  any tim e  in  the L ib r a r y , it s  so m e what n eb u lou s p u rp o se  

had b een  ch an ged .

I th ink  one th ing th is  sa y s  to us is  that it  i s  good to  have  

the L ib r a r y  w h ere  the tr a ff ic  c o m e s , w h ere  th e s c h o la r s  a r e ,  on  

a U n iv e r s ity  cam p u s, and not a s  far  o ff the b ea ten  tr a c k  a s  A b ilen e , 

K a n sa s , ev en  though th ere  w e r e  sen tim en ta l r ea so n s  fr o m  boyhood  

and youth fo r  the P r e s id e n t 's  p la c in g  it  h e r e .

It w as a t th is  poin t a m a g n ific en t, em p ty  tom b . And I could  

a ls o  s e e  B i l l  H eath fa llin g  b ack  and sa y in g  to  h im se lf , "Is th is  

w hat a  P r e s id e n t ia l  L ib ra ry  can  b e  lik e ? "  And m y  own fe e lin g s  

w e r e  r e in fo r c e d  that the le g is la t io n , the B i l l s ,  the a c t io n s , the  

d e c is io n s  o f a P r e s id e n t , h is  e f fe c t  upon h is  t im e s , cou ld  b e  

to ld  m u ch  m o r e  d r a m a tic a lly , w h eth er  in  a sh o w ca se  r e la t in g  

ev en ts  that le d  up to the p a ss in g  o f c e r ta in  le g is la t io n  o r  c e r ta in  

d e c is io n s , or  in  so m e  a u d io -v isu a l m eth od , b y  a m o v ie  o f  th e  

t im e s ,  su ch  as th ey  have down at W illia m sb u rg .

And then  w e w e r e  in  th e M u seu m , w ith  a  v e r y  h ea v y  a c ce n t  

on g ifts  fr o m  C h iefs  o f State, and r ic h  and w on d erfu l th ey  w e r e  - -  

sw o rd s w ith  th ousands of d iam onds and ru b ies  in  th em , w e r e  the
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s p e c ia l  c h o ic e  of m an y m o n a rc h s , n otab ly  M o sle m  o n e s . A nd, m o re  

ch a rm in g  to  m e , a d isp la y  en tit led  "The G ir l that He M a r r ie d ” - -  

p ic tu r e s  o f  M r s . E isen h o w er  fro m  debutante age  on through th e ir  

W hite H ou se days - - a  tru ly  d e lig h tfu l group in g.

And a  d isp la y  th at had a lo t  o f p o ten tia l, and I w ould l ik e  to  

fo llo w , w ith  so m e  d if fe r e n c e s  - -  that i s ,  o f the h o m es th at P r e s id e n t  

E ise n h o w er  had liv e d  in , b eg in n in g  w ith  the l i t t le  one he w a s b orn  

in  in  D e n iso n , T e x a s . A t th e door o f the M u seu m , s in c e  5 o 'c lo c k  

had c o m e , th ey  shut out the to u r is ts  and the p r e s s ,  w h ile  I thanked  

our lu ck y  s ta r s  and kept on w alk in g h a s t ily  aw ay w ith  M r. E a r l  

E n d ico tt, the C u rator .

M r. E n d icott to ld  us th at the M useum  had c lo s e  to  125  

th ousand  v is i to r s  a y e a r , and the L ib ra ry  i t s e l f  so m eth in g  l e s s  

than 100 th ousan d .  So th ere  a r e  that m an y who co m e w ho do not 

ev en  c h o o se  to  w a lk  a c r o s s  the M all to s e e  the p a p e r s .  And 

h e r e  w e ca m e  upon another s tra n g e  an o m a ly .  The L ib r a r y , that 

r ic h  and han d som e b u ild in g , b u ilt by p r iv a te  donation , run b y  

th e U n ited  S ta tes  G overn m en t - -  th e A r c h iv e s , that i s  - -  but th e  

M u seum  is  s t i l l  ow ned and run b y  a p r iv a te  group o f E ise n h o w e r 's  

fr ien d s  who r a is e d  th e m on ey  fo r  the b u ild in g .  And, sa id  M r. 

E n d ico tt, "I run it  w ith  two o th er  p eop le  - -  the jan itor and the
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................. '_________ .......  . ■ ’ - ./ ' ........ ̂ i.imiitaBliiiWliaaâ
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t ic k e t  s e l l e r .   It sounds lik e  an im p o ss ib le  ta sk !  I th ink o f our own  

l i t t le  h o u se  at Joh n son  C ity  and w on d ered  if  I could  have b e e n  h ea r in g  

h im  r ig h t.

A t any r a te , the m o r a l i s  that th ere  shou ld  be a m e ld in g  o f  

both  L ib r a r y  and M useu m  - -  a t l e a s t ,  so  it  s e e m s  to  m e - -  a  m e ld in g  

, fr o m  w h ich  th ey  w ould both p ro fit  and both  b eco m e  m o r e  a l iv e ,  m o r e  

u se d , m o r e  of an  in stru m en t to r ec o r d  and rem em b er  h is to r y .

It w a s about 6:30 w hen w e em erg ed  fr o m  the la s t  o f the  

th r e e  b u ild in g s . The m o st in te r e s t in g  o f a l l ,  the l i t t le  E isen h o w er  

h o m e .

And th en , r em em b er in g  th at A b ilen e  w as w h ere  the C h ish o lm  

T r a il  ended and w h ere  L yndon's g r e a t-u n c le  and gran d fath er had  

d r iv e n  th e ir  c a ttle  fr o m  John son  C ity, T ex a s , to  the r a il  head  a t  

A b ile n e , I sa id , " L et’s s e e  i f  w e can find  any o f the o ld  p a r t of 

A b ile n e ,"  W e co u ld n 't. It's  gon e.
• •

B ut th ey  had rep ro d u ced  it  a s  a sh ow p lace  for  to u r is t s ,  

u s in g  the old  r a ilr o a d  s ta tio n  a s  the on ly  o r ig in a l bu ild in g  and  

grouping around it  an e a r ly  p io n eer  tow n, co m p lete  w ith  sa lo o n  

and g e n e r a l s to r e  and w agon y a rd . And w e drove s lo w ly  b y  it ,  

ex p ectin g  M a rsh a l D illo n  to  co m e r id in g  up any m in u te . And th en
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b a ck  to  our p lan e - -  w e had so m e  san d w ich es and so m e  r e fr e sh m e n ts  

put aboard , fo r  a fte r  our b ig  d in ner w ith  P r e s id e n t  and M r s . T rum an, 

sa n d w ich es  w h ile  h om ew ard -b oun d  w ould su ff ic e  and w ould  sa v e  t im e .

It w as a p lea sa n t jou rn ey  b a ck  to  th e ran ch , fly in g  o v e r  the  

f la t , r ic h  lan d s o f K a n sa s , a s  su n se t c a m e . Such m a r v e llo u s  f ie ld s  

o f  g ra in  - -  i t  w as so m eth in g  that I b e lie v e  w as so y a . And su n flo w ers  

e v e r y w h e r e  a s  b ig  a s  sa la d  p la te s .  Y ou can  s e e  w hy i t ’s c a lle d  th e  

S u n flow er S ta te  r e a d ily .

In s umm in g  up our im p r e s s io n s , M ax sa id : "It's a  ch a lle n g e  - -

m o r e  than I had thought - -  to s e e  w hat w e can  m ak e o f i t ."  And th a t's  

w hat it  i s  to  m e . In terestin g  a s  th ey  w e r e , I w ant to  u se  e v e r y  

a r t is t r y  o f a r c h ite c ts  and a r c h iv is ts  and s ta ff  and fa m ily  w ho h ave  

lo v e d  and sa v ed  th in gs through the y e a r s , to  m ak e o u rs b e t t e r .
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