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- The day we were,to leave the hospifal began for me with
trivia -- a visit to the dentist's office -~ not q.qm-pletely successful.
- It looks liké this is going to be fnyilife',s wofk.' Thén.signi‘ng"mail
" .,and plctures and workmg on the llst for Prmcess Marga.ret --a B
Sl Wk et (e |
dmner dance w-h-a.ch 1ncluded a call to Arthur Krim.

I ?‘“‘3‘ And then b_ac;k in Lynd_oa s roc_>r_n s_lomeone’ ,hapded h1ma piece ol |

7 off the ticker --'it was bad news. " .
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The Rent Subs:.dy Blll had been scuttled Wlthout any opportunlty to

'. do any work on it -- some sort of blunder, some leglslatwe maneuver
that 1 did not understand. 'Lyndon's face-darkened. He had thought
1t had'e—_very chan_cevto win. At least he wanted to’ f1ght for 1t. . |

'At' that moment the Speaker called w1th some of the 1eadersh1p L

w1th h1m.r Buttthe whole machmery of departure was alrea.dy in motlon -—' : o

S doctorle, 'nurses, press -- and_ Lyndon d1d not talk.

On the wayoutwe stopped m a Ward fall of Marines wounded
in'the fighting in Viet-Nam. _ ’l‘-hov‘éve'that cf:foli_ld:etandand.one in a wheels - -7~

E chair, ‘gathered around Liyndon, vand,rno'st o.f those in b'e.d_propped'l_ip on -

elbows::f:'l'I;hen what f'oll'owed was ‘aé.:vtonohin'g;aS minute's"ﬂas I‘ll'eve‘r"t L

_ remember. Lyndon spoke very 51mply and very movmgly of how proud

‘ he Was‘o:f'_them all. “And when I feel pretty blue at mght and I issue the TR

orders that you carry out, I do 1t‘w1th a hea.vy heart. " An_d then, .
"W henever we cease to love it -~ our country -- and whenever we -

cease to be willing to die for it and whenever we areVWilling to throw

in the towel, why then some other society will come along and take us over. " o

"I could not read the expression in the eyes of.Aa'.ll of t'hem.v' ‘There |

was tense interest everywhere and in many I believe strong feelings.

' And it was good. I could not hol_d back a tear,
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SN Then we Wheeled and started down the corridor fast and out B
.the doo:‘:_‘saying éoodbye to all the hospital brass on the steps.- Thejr've

all been so wohderfui' to us.

Ahd.then ﬁp':on the leftiw;re hé'ard' voices, and there were'stfeamers o e ‘
stuck out the W1ndows and heads and hands - "Good luck Mr, Pres1dent,

e from the boys in 4 C" "Viet;_Nam, o. k. ", "\"Good luck from ward 4f-D,

They were wavmg and shoutlng, "We re w1th you" ' "The- mil.itary '

'.fi:iLyndon called back ”TheY flxed me uP- I'm'iﬁ'_‘gmd

o ."'So this Was‘Athe'}_e’n"d o,f“ou_.,r 1'3"’daye'._-,-l ‘av;b'less.e'd. end, and \is}e Wefe o V e i

- tha.nkful e : :

Back m the shmmg clea.n Whlte House I had lunch w1th Lyndon T

.yand som e of the staff And then departed for an a.fternoon of those
.neees,eaey chorers“ -—d?r. T.dx;ehin, bless‘him.m,v .}he_ had ‘:given soroe'blood"-~ |
tova_-c‘h‘ildrer’x'e ho-spi‘.t'all_as an e;tofessiortlv'ofi‘:_gyb'x-atitude ‘for' L;;xdoh's.>good '»
re‘CO"ery-— and Worklngwuh Bess on the llst ahd ‘w.ith F;Atshton and a ‘
| ‘perman‘e‘:'i't \.rvith Mr Per. And fmally back home after. 7: 00
| Dr 'Hallevnbeeklhad dmner w1th us -- the moet r.eetr.a1ned mao -‘ -
"I know --a very credible rhan‘._ I think I would believe 'anythin_g he would :
tell me . | |

r@ SaT It‘ha.d not been'a good afternooh”for' Lyhdo"n. He had gone to the

offlce a.nd 1nstead of staymg a sens1b1e hour or two, he ha.d apparently




%

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

V/ASHINOTON

Thursday, October 21, 1965

stayed a long time with nothing but bad news and failure,

in his disposition.

Page

and it showed
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