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 .
It  w a s  a  fu l l ,  d r a m a t i c  day . P a r t  of m y  m in d  w a s  h a l f  w ay  a c r o s s  the 

w o r ld ,  w h e r e  L y n d o n  w a s  in  H a w a ii  w ith  G e n e r a l  Ky.

B u t  i t  w a s  a  fu l l  d ay  h e r e  too, th a t  b e g a n  a t  7, b e c a u s e  I  h a d  a  h a i r d o ,  

a f t e r  A l ic e  B row n  a n d  I h a d  o u r  d e l ic io u s  sw im  l a s t  n ig h t .  She w a s  up  h e r e  

fo r  the  m e e t in g  of the  K e n n ed y  C u l tu r a l  C e n t e r  a n d  w a s  m y  h o u s e  g u e s t .

A l i t t l e  a f t e r  n in e  t h i r ty ,  I w a s  dow n in  the  t h e a t r e  w h e r e  w e w e r e  s e r v in g  

co ffee  a n d  d o u g h n u ts ,  a n d  s e e in g  s l i d e s ,  to in d o c t r in a te  a l l  of u s  fo r  the  d a y

lo n g  to u r  of W ash in g to n —"U s " b e in g  the  B e a u t i f ic a t io n  S p e a k e r s  B u r e a u .

T h e r e  w e r e  C a b in e t  w iv e s  - M r s .  Jo h n  C o n n o r ,  T r u d y  F o w le r ,  an d  

J a n e  F r e e m a n ,  M a r g ie  M c N a m a r a  - - s h e  d o es  so  m u c h ,  l ik e  a n  o ld  h y m n - 

"When c o u r a g e  c a l l s  on Du ty ,  be  n e v e r  w a n t in g  t h e r e . "

A nd  L e e  U d a ll ,  w h o se  h u s b a n d  r e a l l y  put t h e  't i g e r  in  the  tank ' of th e  

w ho le  B e a u t i f i c a t io n  p r o j e c t ,  i s  a  p r e t t y  a n d  e f fe c t iv e  s p e a k e r .  A nd  o u r  

l a t e s t  r e c r u i t ,  M r s .  R o b e r t  W e a v e r .

A nd  th e n  f r o m  the  S en a te ,  w e h a d  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  M r s .  B i r c h  B ayh ; s m o o th ,  

c o m p e te n t  M r s .  Jo h n  S h e r m a n  C o o p e r ;  A th e n e  C h u rc h  w h o 's  a l r e a d y  m a d e  

q u i te  a  few  s p e e c h e s ;  E m i ly  D o u g la s ,  and  M r s .  L e e  M e tc a l f .

P a t s y  D e r b y  a n d  C y n th ia  W ilson  m ig h t  s p e a k  to  Y outh  G ro u p s ,  so  th e y  

s p e n t  the  d a y  w i th  u s ;  a n d  S h a ro n  F r a n c i s  who w r i t e s  a l l  the  w o n d e r fu l  l e t t e r s .

A nd , of c o u r s e ,  the b a c k b o n e  of the  w hole  th ing , N a sh  C a s t r o ;  a n d  

W a l te r  W ash in g to n ,  w h o se  a c c e n t  i s  a lw a y s  on  p e o p le ,  p e o p le ,  p e o p le .  T h e  

P u b l i c  H o u s in g  a n d  the  S choo ls  i s  h i s  f o r t e .
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And K a tie  L o u c h h e im  a n d  P o l ly  S h a c k le to n  w e r e  w i th  u s ,  a n d  a  c o u p le  

of n e w s p a p e r  w o m e n ,  fo r  w hom  th is  w o u ld  s e r v e  a s  good b a c k g ro u n d .

T h e n  w e a l l  go t on the b u s  a n d  f o r  the n e x t  f ive  h o u r s  d r ove p a s t  the  

th in g s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  a c h ie v e d ,  th e  th in g s  th a t  w e r e  p la n n ed ,  w i th  N ash  

a s  n a r r a t o r .  One of the m o s t  d r a m a t i c  th in g s ,  of c o u r s e ,  the p la n t in g  

a lo n g  P e n n s y lv a n ia  A venue  h e a d in g  to w a rd  A n a c o s t ia ,  w h e re  400 m a g n o l ia
J  V  ^  !

S o u la n g e an a  t r e e s  and a  th o u san d  a z a l e a s  w e r e  go ing  to m a k e  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  |

e n t r a n c e  in to  the  C ap ito l , a lo n g  a  ro u te  w h e re  a b o u t  5 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  c o m e  i
i
1!

in  e v e r y  d ay ,  |
'  '  I

We s to p p e d  a t  the  K e n tu ck y  C o u r t  P u b l ic  H ou sin g  D e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  go t !

o u t  to  s e e  w h a t  the  G e o rg e to w n  G a r d e n  C lub  h a d  done w ith  t h e i r  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  i

c o u r t  y a r d .  T h e  p la n ts  w e r e  good  b u t  the  c o m m u n i ty  s p i r i t  w a s  e v e n  b e t t e r .  |
I

. i 
A bou t two th i r d s  of the  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s ,  an d  th e y  a l l  s w a r m e d  j

i
a r o u n d  u s ,  e v e r y b o d y  r e a d y  to  t e l l  h i s  s to r y  of how th ey  e n jo y e d  an d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  I

I

in  the  p la n t in g .  j
I

A s we d r o v e  a lo n g  New Y o r k  A v en u e , M r s .  D ana  W a llac e  of the  D i s t r i c t  I
J  i

G o v e rn m e n t ,  to ld  u s  ab o u t  the  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  p la n s  f o r  i t  - -  o n e  p a r t  of w h ic h  

c e r t a i n l y  sh o o k  m e  up . In  o r d e r  to m a k e  i t  a  s ix  la n e  h ig h w a y  th r ough  a  ,

f a i r l y  long  s t r e t c h ,  th e y  a r e  go ing  to  h a v e  to s a c r i f i c e  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  of fu l l  

g ro w n  t r e e s .  T h i s  m a k e s  m e  v e r y  u n e a s y  -- do we know w h a t 's  h a p p e n in g  --  A r e  

w e on top of a n y th in g ? .

My f a v o r i t e  s to p  of the  d a y  w a s  W a lk e r  J o n e s  s c h o o l .  T h is  i s  one of

MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE

I

W A S H I N O T O N

T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  8, 1966 P a g e  3

n in e  s c h o o ls  th a t  we h a v e  la n d s c a p e d .  We w e n t  in to  the  lo b b y  a n d  M r s .  

W ilh e lm in a  T h o m a s ,  the  p r in c ip a l ,  m e t  u s .  W alls  w e r e  fu l l  of the  p o s t e r s  

w ith  w h ich ,  by  now , I  a m  h a p p i ly  f a m i l i a r .   I saw the t e r r a r i u m  fu l l  of p la n ts  w h ic h  

th e y  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  to  m e  in  the d e d ic a t io n  c e r e m o n y  l a s t  D e c e m b e r ,  w h ich  I 

h a d  g iv en  b a c k  to th em  fo r  u s e  by  the  S c ien ce  c l a s s .

T h e  c h i l d r e n  h e r e  a r e  f r o m  the f i r s t  th ro u g h  s ix th  g r a d e ,  a n d  M r s .  

T h o m a s  a n d  two fa c u l ty  m e m b e r s ,  M r s .  B a r b a r a  M im s  a n d  M is s  S y lv ia  

S h u g ru ,  a  S c ie n ce  t e a c h e r ,  to ld  u s  a l l  the  w ay s  in  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  in v o lv e d  

the  c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  the f a m i l i e s  in  the  n e ig h b o rh o o d .

T h e  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  h a d  tau g h t  th em  the n a m e s  of p la n t s ,  an d  f lo w e r s ,  

a n d  to o ls  to  i n c r e a s e  th e i r  v o c a b u la r y  a n d  a c q u a in ta n c e .  T h e y  h a d  m a d e  

the  p o s t e r s ,  they  h a d  a l l  w r i t t e n  th e m e s  ab o u t i t ,  and  the  S c ie n ce  t e a c h e r  

h a d  tau g h t  th e m  h o w  p la n ts  g ro w  -- w h a t  h a p p e n s ,  a n d  they  w e r e  h a v in g  

e x p e r i m e n t s  w i th  the t e r r a r i u m  a n d  h a d  b u s  t r i p s  p la n n e d  f o r  the B o ta n ic a l  

G a r d e n s  an d  the A r b o r e t u m .  T h e y  lo v e d  th e i r  w o r k  an d  the e n th u s i a s m  

w a s  c o n ta g io u s .  T h e y  h a d  ta lk e d  a b o u t  w h a t  i t  h a d  m e a n t  in  r e d u c t io n  of 

v a n d a l i s m .

A s  w e l e f t ,  the  w indow s w e r e  l in e d  w ith  s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n .  I  hope  th e y  

saw  m e  w av in g .

L u n c h  w a s  a t  H a in s  P o in t ,  b u t  f i r s t  we h a d  a  s l id e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  

N a t io n a l  C a p i to l  l a n d s c a p e ,  done by  the N a t io n a l  P a r k s  S e r v ic e ,  a n d  sh o w n  

to  b u s lo a d s  o f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w ho c o m e  to v i s i t  in  the  s p r in g  a n d  s u m m e r .
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T h is  tiny  te ah o u se  i s  the v is i to r s  c e n te r  fo r  the m illio n s  of to u r is ts  

who co m e to W ash ing ton . I  thought I saw  th a t 'W hite H ouse touch  in  the 

lu n ch . The p a p e r  p la ce  m a ts  w e re  b r ig h t w ith  f lo w e rs , th e re  w as a  d a isy  

on top of e ach  box and  c h a rm in g  flow er c e n te rp ie c e s !  T ru d y  had  b ro u g h t 

a  good cak e  and  som ebody  had  b ro u g h t w ine. -

M a ry  L a s k e r  jo in ed  us a t  lunch . She h ad  a r ra n g e d  to h av e  a v e ry
■7

fam o u s B r i t is h  la n d sc a p e  a r c h i te c t ,  M r. D onald P ag e , co m e along  fo r the 

t r ip ,  and  e s p e c ia l ly  to see  H ains P o in t, fo r w h ic h ^ e  hoped  he w ould do 

som e s k e tc h e s , fo r  the 1200 c h e r ry  t r e e s  th a t we a r e  going to p la n t  a ro u n d  

i t .  I t 's  a c tu a lly  m y  a lm o s t- fa v o rite  of a l l  the p ro je c ts ]

A fte r  lu n ch  we h ad  a  q u es tio n  and  a n sw e r  s e s s io n . I to ld  ev e ry b o d y  

I w ould se n d  them  the book  con ta in ing  ev e ry th in g  th a t h ap pened  a t  the 

c o n fe re n c e  on N a tu ra l  B eau ty  l a s t  M ay. S haron  a sk e d  ev ery b o d y  w hen they  

cam e b a c k  fro m  a sp eak in g  t o u r , / t ^ b r in g  any  ch o ice  an ec d o te s  o r  v ig n e tte s , 

so  w e cou ld  s o r t  of p u t them  in  the po t, fo r  each  of us  to u s e .

A nd then  w e w e re  on o u r  w ay hom e, a r r iv in g  a t  the W hite H ouse abou t 

th re e ,  an d  we d ro p p ed  off M a ry  a t  the a i r p o r t .

I w as ju s t  in  tim e  fo r  a cup of coffee w i £  D  n the d in ing

ro o m . Since he  a r r iv e d  S a tu rd ay  n igh t, th ey ’ve h ad  a  v e ry  q u ie t t im e . H e 's  

h an d so m e , m a tu re ,  engag ing . L a s t  n igh t w hen he and  A lice  go t to ta lk ing  

abou t the r e la t iv e  m e r i t s  of h o te ls  a ro u n d  the w o rld , e s p e c ia lly  in  P o r tu g a l  

and  Spain, L ynda and  I s a t s ile n t,  a lm o s t a s  though we w e re  lis te n in g

C -
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to a  c o n v e rs a t io n  in  C h in e se . I

ivxijxvj.v-'JCV./MNiJ U  JM

THE WHITE HOUSE

ro d e  to the d isco th eq u e . It w as q u ite  an

r

L -

I  sp e n t the r e s t  of the  a f te rn o o n  on l i t t le  jo b s, d ic ta tin g , sign ing  m a i l i ,

a  p ic tu re  w ith  C o n g re s sm a n  John  J a rm a n  in  the D ip lom atic  R ecep tio n  R oom .
a t

A ta lk  w ith  L u c i, and then  a l l  d r e s s e d  up and ex c ited , saxrd going o u t ,  and  a t  

the sam e tim e  a lr e a d y  lo n e ly  to  be say ing  goodby to L ynda, b e c a u se  she 

w ould  go s tr a ig h t  fro m  the p a r ty  to the p lan e , and  I w ould n o t w ant to w alk  

in to  h e r  ro o m  ag a in  fo r  d a y s ,/ ’̂ d  d ay s .

I

e x p e r ie n c e  - up  som e d a rk  s ta i r s  to a  ro o m , you p r a c t ic a l ly  n eed ed  som eone 

to  le a d  you by  the  hand  » they  w e re  the d im m e s t of r e d -s h a d e d  l a m p s / ^ t  

tiny  ro u n d  ta b le s ,  and  the r e d  w a lls  w e re  c o v e re d  w ith  the w e ird  a s s o r tm e n t  

of av an te  getrde p ic tu re s  and  d raw in g s . The w hole a tm o sp h e re  w as in tim a te  

and  cozy , the m u s ic  loud , the ro o m  soon crow ded , and th e re  w as a s m a ll  

s c re e n ,  w h ich  e v e ry  now an d  th en  gave fo rth  a  m ovie ab o u t 12 m in u te s  long , 

th a t h a d  a  vague F re n c h  f la v o r ,

N ancy, in  the  s h o r te s t  t im e , had  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  the m o s t a t t r a c t iv e  !
1

list.^  The C o n n o rs  fro m  the C ab inet; the T e je r a - P a r i s ‘, the V en ezu lean  j
!

A m b a ssa d o r ; an d  the v e ry  d e c o ra tiv e  young A l-G h o u sse in s  of the K uw ait . |
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E m b a ssy ; and  the b a c h e lo r  A lg e r ia n  A m b a ssa d o r  G u e lla l, who now liv e s  

in  the E lm s .  L y n d o n 's  old cam p aig n in g  f r ie n d s ,  the B irc h  B ayhs w e re  

th e re ;  and  the  F r e d  H a r r is |^ f ro m  the S enate . I h ad  a  good c h a t w ith  Ja c k  

B ro o k s  - the f ilin g  da te  is  ju s t  o v e r in  T e x a s , he  doesn't h av e  an  

and  A lb e r t  T h o m as h a s  two - w hat a  c ru e l  th ing.I
SftNTHZED

£ A n cM L ^ id a ^ ^ a E n o ^ ^ ^ ^ E r^ iiS ^ ^ a T ren *

W oodw ard,

N ancy w as  b ea u tifu l and  liv e d  up to the sp e cu la tio n  s to r ie s  th a t I 'd  b een  

re a d in g  in  the p a p e r s  la te ly  - th a t s h e 's  going to be on the b e s t - d r e s s e d  l i s t  

v e r y  soon. We ta lk e d  abou t h e r  new ho u se  - JV ^^w ood  - th a t th e  A u ch in c lo s i 

u s e d  to own. S ince we f i r s t  m e t  h e r  no t so  m any  y e a r s  ago , s h e 's  ac h ie v e d  

so m an y  th ings - s u c c e s s  in  h e r  own p ro fe s s io n , a  d e lig h tfu l h u sb a n d , and  

fo u r c h ild re n  ( th re e  w e re  h is  b y  a  f i r s t  w ife), and  s h e 's  p r e t t i e r  w ith  e v e ry  

p a s s in g  y e a r .

I  h a d n 't  s e e n  the H o race  Busbyjfe s in c e  he le f t  u s , a n d  th ey  bough t a  

h o u se  w ay out in  V irg in ia , a lm o s t 200 y e a r s  old and  w e re  so e x c ite d  te llin g  

ab o u t it .

T he J im  S ym ingtons w ere  th e re , L ynda had  cam p a ig n ed  w ith  them  and 

I w as so g lad  th a t  N ancy had  a sk e d  D iana and  Don. T he C a rp e n te r s  c am e
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b y  b r i e f ly ,  a n d  M a r t a  a n d  Stu w e r e  h a p p i ly  te l l in g  e v e r y b o d y  w h en  a n d  i f  

h e  got ou t of law  s c h o o l  a n d  p a s s e d  the  b a r ,  h e ' d be  T o m  C l a r k ' s  la w  c l e r k  

u p  a t  the  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

I  s t a y e d  a  co u p le  of h o u r s  - i t  w a s  so  d i f f e r e n t ,  i t  w a s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

an d  then  k i s s e d  L y n d a  goodbye a n d  l e f t  w ith  P a t  an d  L u c i ,  to a r r i v e  h o m e  

an d  e a t  c o r n f l a k e s  on the k i tc h e n  ta b le ,  a l l  b y  m y s e l f .

L u c i  c a m e  in , s h e 'd  d ro p p e d  off P a t  a t  c l a s s  a n d  w e h a d  a  long  ta lk .  

S h e ’s v e r y  fo n d  of p sy c h o a n a ly z in g  L y n d a , m e ,  a n d  a l l  th o se  c lo s e  to  h e r .  

A c tu a l ly ,  sh e  h a s  q u i te  a n  in tu i t iv e  q u a l i ty .

A n d  th e n  I  w a s  in  b e d  by  11. M u r ie l  c a l l e d ,  I  t u r n e d  on the TV , t h e r e  

w a s  A i r  F o r c e  O ne on  the  g ro u n d ,  in  L o s  A n g e le s ;  the V ice  P r e s i d e n t  h a d  

gone  in s id e  to  t a lk  to L yndon . He w a s  to e m e r g e  p r e s e n t l y  a n d  ta lk  to  the 

p r e s s ,  i n  a n  a i r p l a n e  h a n g e r  s o r t  o f  a  r o o m .  B u t the  c o n f e r e n c e  in s id e  

w e n t  on  a n d  on, a n d  m e a n w h i le ,  p i c k e t e r s  w ith  t h e i r  p l a c a r d s  m a r c h e d  b a c k  

and  f o r th  in  f r o n t  of the  c a m e r a ,  d en o u n c in g  o u r  p r e s e n c e  in  V ie t  N a m  and  

g e t t in g  f a r  m o r e  t im e  on  n a t io n w id e  TV  th a t  t h e i r  few  d o z e n  m e m b e r s  

d e s e r v e d .  I  g r o a n e d  b e c a u s e  I  knew  L yndon  in s id e  th e  p la n e ,  h a d  to h a v e  

a  c o n f e r e n c e  w i th  H u b e r t ,  a n d  a l l  the  p eo p le  th a t  w e r e  g o in g  o u t  to  S a ig o n  - 

J o h n  G a rd n e r ,  O r v i l l e  F r e e m a n ,  M c G e o rg e  B undy  - and  y e t  i t  gave  th e s e  

p i c k e t e r s  a  fo r u m  to s e t  the  s ta g e  f o r  th e m .  W ell ,  I  g u e s s  i t ' s  u n a v o id a b le  

w h e n  y o u ' r e  la n d in g  a t  L o s  A n g e le s .
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I t  w a s  a b o u t  20  of one  w h en  L yndon  c a m e  down the  r a m p  o f the  p la n e ,  

w e n t  in to  the  h a n g e r ,  i t  w as  a  b r ie f ,  r e p o r t  on  h i s  t r i p ,  and  th en  h e  w a s  to 

f ly  on  to  W ash in g to n .

A t one o 'c lo c k ,  I  tu rn e d  off the  l ig h t ,  r e a l i z i n g  th a t  in  f iv e  h o u r s  he  

w o u ld  b e  w a lk in g  in to  the  ro o m ,  so  sw if t  i s  th is  w o r ld .

T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  co u p le  of l i t t l e  p i e c e s  in  the  p a p e r  to d a y  a b o u t  L y n d a  

B i r d  g e t t in g  a l l  A ‘s - f iv e  of th em  -  a n d  L u c i  g e t t in g  B 's ,  of c o u r s e ,  m e n t i o n -

in g  th a t  s h e 'd  d r o p p e d  h e r  c h e m i s t r y  c o u r s e .  C o n s id e r in g  a l l  the  s l in g s  

a n d  a r r o w s  l a t e ly ,  I  a p p r e c i a t e d  the b o u q u e t .

# # # # # # # # # # #

MEMORANDUM




