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‘ . Indira '
The day of the vxs:.t of Prime Minister / = Ghandi from Ind1a --a day

that was bri cﬁt and clear and cold. My voice had sounded like a frog last night.
This morning 1t st111 d:Ld So_i asked_ Dr. ¥oung to ,glve'me some 'pil}ls. “

A little before 11:00 _1  joiﬁed'Lyndon_ in his bfice, dressed wa¥nﬁly’ in my
off-white' coat, last year's rdllei_rbftirh' §tré§v hat. I cquid _maké é‘career

i

dressing for thisr job. .And. ét #he apppinted r.nornent' we went ouf: on the Sﬁuth -.
Léwn for the afrival cer;am:onie‘:s It is ?lwaYS a breath—.ta_lking experiénce .
The wind was snapping thé .flags, thé.troops-wgr‘e at attentiép,' téuriéts lined '
the ropes. And up bn the i)alcﬁnieé a.b o‘}e us t.rumpét-s bllalew .and the drums '
W fplled és 16ng,'_b1a¢k limousines pulled up fb théent:gan_-ce . .And out stepped
| Prime Ministér Indira Gilandi ‘in an orangg fmmg;/: w.ith.a’Abla‘ck_wes‘t_ern coat
" on over ":it, and a scarf pl"ofeéti.n.g“her head iﬁ the bltlngwmd, '-T‘}‘ién.r’e'wa;s thé_"
iﬁevité.ble picture, me'presenting her with t_hé roses, and then we walked up
on the r.ed-ca.fpeted platform.' How oz;.derly to have names taped on the ﬂoor;_;
'fhat is, if ybu can read English. |
| This is the first time in zﬁy stay tilat there has ever been a woman.Chief
of State. Add to this the particular nu&i%m%éof a Nehru name with the splender .
. size of thg indian country és an Asian dlemoc::.ra‘cy a)nd youl.xa.ve a bda..j‘r alifre with
‘ dréma.
Thank goodness we wonzk the battle with Lyndon as to whlet.h‘ez.' he ‘u./ould
i ~ wear an over coat. He did. | |

. They rev1ewed the troops Lyndon towerlng over Mrs Ghandl. And there

."\ was the moment when they struck up ou’r.‘]atlonal Anthem, and as alWa-ys-, I
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stood up two inches taller. And then the_y were back on the platform for the
speeches. Lyndon greeted her'e.s the leader yof‘our sister democracy. And

she recalled, warmly, his .visit to her country)',éut warned that our two

~countries could not take each other for granted or allow our relations to drift.

Back in the Diplomatic Reception Room we stood in line and greeted the In‘"‘d‘i.an”'_- »

- party, our.own StateDepartment officials, and of course the dean of the

. dlplomatlc corps who is always there.

‘ I d1d and slept the afternoon away til nearly 5: 00 I had a sha.mpoo and set

I could thmk of any number of thmgs that L ought to do. Desk work readmg.

But I felt hke a top that has run down, and all I wanted to do is to go to bed So

T L

with my halr up in honor of my brand new dress up%%x green chx.ffon by

. Mollie Parness.

A little before KX 8:0C the Humphreyfs and-Rusk‘é arrived, and I left them .

~ in the Yellov& Room standing nervously by the 'telephone waiting for the summon_s

from the Blair House and tried to coordinate Lyndon. My thoughts went for a

The

‘minute toward Jimmy Simington. & delicate logrstlcs of thls job --T do niot envy

him.
: "as ‘
- We.met the Prime Minister at exactly the rlght momentl The hmouSJ.ne
rolled up under the Portico. She was dressed ina dark, purple -&9@1 very -
sloguoendtx elegant with a big gold leaf design. If I had only two‘words to
describe her I think I would say, composure and assurance.

Up stair in the Yellow Room there was the exehau'ge of ‘g'ifts. Hers, two |

o - o K o T
: Vbea'utiful_ rugs, the designs borrowed from th_e ancient P}grsians) }-to?d—her‘ ) CL—%(?V__
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how the civilizations had rolled across that country. A sari and puarse. for
Luci -- go with her eyes. A handsome red sari for me, books on the art and

histdry of India. These I shall love. And the most delightful _saddlé Wthh I

. was told is used ¥t Indian villages. I could find no stirrups and wondered how

the rider managed. It"was‘ all red and yellow and embroidered and dééorated -

and handsome. Ail' of their gifts mk had the stamp of Indian artistry and hahdi_—

crafts. Ours in comparison were not so imaginative. A silver tea service,

<A v'f - ‘ ?/

Vasseo and Owers, a leather-bound book about our National parks, Beesby and

Harret. We are the only nation that has National parks. They are always

thrilling f:o r:ne,‘A»pic‘:tu.re tia.ken.of thr—; c_ountry-y from.a sé.tellite ﬂyiii'g above.
Luci came in all dressed up in pink and gréeted 'evéryone wii:}.x‘ the greé.test

delight )right aftef my ’hav'i;xvg told ‘her‘.that ,.o'f course \{v‘e‘ really ﬁavgnted ‘hér, we \

needed her, _b.utvshe aidn'f have tg - ébsdlufeiy,nét.liing was réquired of her.

‘I‘hen‘dbwnstairs the fomxrex formal pictures. And the three of us in the

| Receoption receiving line: Lyndon, the Prime 'Ministeyr , and me . After feeling h

absolutely like a robot in the middle of the aftgrﬁoqﬁ, I ha.ci éqme alive in v
response.to the-vex_citementito the importance of the occ‘aéioﬁ.

It was a star-studded dinner list, 'Besides the Vicé Presi’dent and fhe :
Secretafy of State and Virginia, there ;,vere two othéﬁ: Cabinet Officers -- v«
the Freeman®s and(the Connox¥s and Arthur Gol&berg frorﬁ the 'FU.N. Ups‘taiz.'s
wé had a moment's conversatio.n..about his tr_ipv to the Wegt coast and his

confrontation with the young students at the universities. They had booed

~ him in a mass protest. I stand against the students in California. I don't

e T i ‘~-<|~mﬂ*ﬂ»ai
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know tvhat to make of them and ‘rny.t‘.olerance is very'. tenuous . He had gone)
he said because nobody from the Administration had been wi.liing to sPeak -
before thom and.he thought somebody should There could have been no
better spokesman.than him. He said they are. mlxed-up kids. Why should sol"
many mozxre of this i1:»art1'.c:ula.r kind ot mixed-np kid be: I;ioduced in Califot"nia.
f‘rom the Senate was Aiken and Bill and Betty Fulbr_ight, the Hic‘ke‘nloopex_‘_s',
the Mike Mansfield®s, the Stuart 'Symingtonts , the Everett J ofdan:e,': and -the |
young and handsome Ross Bass?*the John Sherman Cooperje, she a blaeing L
jewel -- he was a former Ambaseador to Indta, a sieeable c-onting‘entt;l.'.om -
the I—iouse; ineiuding George Mahon of Texas, and twofmen that'u'seld to be of
strateaio importance to India, David. Bell of AID, Georgebvtfoods,"j[ntez"national e
Bank for Reconstructmn and Development. A—n-eLJ'ack Va%hn of the Peace Corps ‘
was out of town.; is wafe was there . Leonard Marks of the‘ USIA/ w1thout Dorothy/
From our Staff, there were the Valent{h and the Watsort_‘:s  Two other
former Ambassadors were present Ellsworth'Bunker. i I_were_handmg ‘
ou¥ awards he \{{ould be on the top ot my 'liSt for a life-time of sefvicé to his
o bra ez
aountry And T—xm—Ge.—i-b-ret-bwho had helped Lyndon in brlefmg him about
this visit -~ the background the personahtles we could expect. Another Asian .

Ambassador whom we had met on that trlp: Kenneth Youn'g who had been our

then Arnbassador to Thailand -

o, »

T"xe guest list was the usual me-l't:ng of what makes thlS country run. In

the art world Marlon Anderson, my all time favorlte. In bu51ness, the Charhe- '
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off the chandelier. Genial 'J’a,mes Farley, always in our co:rner, I think.,
. ,.’ . . . ‘ ) X - ' ) o .
And Boots Adams, knews David Lillianthal.— Jdow would you categorize him ?

Thinker? Planner ? Businessman? In the educational world, Philip Hoffman®s.

of the University of Houston. Y,ourig; attractive, dynamic, and proud Texas

has them;. From Labor, I. W. Abel who sqceeeded our friend, MacDenald,

‘with the United Steel Workers. And the Paul Jennings, the International Union

of Electrical Radio and Machinev Workers.
Kay Graham looked lovely in rese colored» chiffotx.v ‘She has s‘\Anl'vi.ve_d that |
tragedy Qith a brilliant vita}l'ity.'
And someone I had especially invited hoping that I cot&ld have a:jcoeple of

hours tomori‘ow to talk about the Library and the School of Public Service and

a 'possit;le Director: Dr. and Mrs. George Harrar, President ef'th'e Rockefeller

Foundation, who knowe more about where the educational brains ai-e stashed'
awa,y in this Country then nearly anyoune, accordxng to Frank Stanton.
Flsremca | - : L
Iawrence Mahoney was there. Hope Rydings Miller represented the
Press -- she's with Diplomat Magazine. And then tall,%sthetic, John D,
Rockefeller III came down the line. I had a nice moment talking about Jay, -
whose politicel future fascinates me. He's one of the most remarkable young
men I''ve met in years. And that most attractive couple, Sir Robert and Lady

Jackson. I spent a delightful hour Sunday afternoon with her being bi’iefed

myself on what's gomg on in the world She can make it so v1v1d .And she

favlebn-i.( C_o'nmgh,\)
talks about the problems of the c1t1es and speaks of Wmsi-s spend1ng:

_three hours a day getting to and from work. She calls it the "unlife" of the
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commuter. And as for his wife sfashéd vawia..'y in the sﬁburbs, spend;i'ng‘ her

. h'ouAr's arﬁong&e pepre of pracfically t};e ‘sam‘e social.a'.nd finanqial strafta;Te_—

' %h‘e calls that gitﬁatibn_ the 'iun'f;mily". To be able to.'use wo‘r‘ds br_ightl&r,l S
with fresh.nes"s, t§ make a i)icture - itts oné of the best tools thé.tﬁaxnbo an';'bo;iy
can have.. S ‘ o .

Witﬁ the receiving line over, we went in’:o dinner, Thé 'ﬁrsj: cou;se df
sea fovod was deiicious, thg breaét_of }Shé%ant only fair.. Buf 1 wavs‘ dehghted :
that after 'che.cgki.ng‘.it out we. found that it didn't ha&e»to be i}egetariaﬁ . o N
" Lyndon wé.s.é.‘r;ormousv.zly éttentivg to Mfs. Nehr'u,‘ the"Amb.‘a:’ssador-'s v‘v~ifé‘. -
J_Ar;d:w‘ellv_'he_,n‘q";.g_hi': be , she's one;' of tl;e brightevst wdme_n in town. And hex{ husbam i
~  one of the handsomest me‘n. 1 enjoyed havirilgvhim‘or.l vr’hy-righf a'r:_ui igaring his .- .“'
first-lg‘_a‘.'nd‘;'epo:f of _tbeﬁ tale :qfvtheir co_g.x.f’tshi'p and of fhgir va.ri_n.oyance.v:{i_.th« "_
McCallls article .- which I ‘thou>ght wa;s ratfhe-r nice _exvcep.t fof .ﬂjust' one word. -
When .ar‘é wé ever séﬁisﬁed w1th he_wspépe? stories? |
Lyndon‘ w\.rasy courtly and impvres‘sive with Mrs, Ghandi. - C(,,.M_
-~ In his. toés’c .he ax.mounced‘ plan; to establish an Ihdia.n-American Foundatiop i:"‘ek\\
to promote pro‘gyress in ally fields of 1e§rniné in India. The Foundétipn to bevset v_ %
with $3 o]y miilio‘nv worth of Indian currency it owned by the United States in . | E‘
Indian banks. |
Very gracefully, he qu‘oted Mrs .'.G.han‘di's father;
In her reply Mrs. Ghandi said, "I 1iké, Mr . Presideht, wﬁgt yéu hz-r_ve'--
‘i) saibcvzl about MQS make # reality ?lmatclﬂup v“ri_.‘.ch(‘irt_eamsf 'Indi;a:', "Shé Séid{ AR |
| is changi;'xg today. There a.ré different le‘vkevls of'cvlewvrelopment between different

_states. There are several centuries side by side, Years ago people said therf
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is no better life -~ God wills it this way. ~ But, she added, #hx today we never

hear people say that anymoré.

i

'~ That attltude on the part of hopeless people, hungry and 1gnorant, remmded
- . me of fhe general 'theme to a lot of Wllham Faulkner s books about the pe ople
_of the deep South.
Some&here ip the course of the evening, B. K."N'ehr'u le'anec'liov.e‘r to me
and said, "Your husband is a‘pa.ssionate man;." He meant in the pursuit of his

beliefs, h1s 1deas in workmg out a program, and what a good word to choose, ' i“';

W on such a brief a.cquamtance . Passion has propelled him all ,
on L B P
; @ his llfe. '%lep s bee:@}i’emomous powe;fand perhaps made up sometxmes for ‘the v '

-7
. ¢

Yy lack of Eﬁi;\g‘:oad edxic.ation thosé_.people with W_hom he deals in F}‘xe vhi.g_h offi;:’é’s . ’
W"of Government. - e R ) S ' .:;' » : ; _': '
| . Wé had coffee in the parl.c)r‘,. apd I had a rrior-nent to say fo_Mr. (;‘redrge.' |
Harrar that [ wanted him to sit dpwn with'fne some timp for én hour apd té;lic .
- about the Lyndon Ba.lnes Johnsoq School of Public Serv1ce to say ”hello” to:
our a.ddltlonal after- dlnner guests /\’}.‘Tle Roger Stevens, Chrlstme Stugard and
her husba.nd, J'uanita Roberts ‘and her mother, N-a-n Mansfield looking very
1ong-hai§ed, young woman of the future. .And Bob Knudspn, whom I was so
glad to see being a guest for once. The Oscé.r _Cox‘es. and the Philip Baldwin®*s .
who had come in from Mérshall, and I justvhadn't‘.had a moment to wprk t“hem.
—— in a rx_eally private visit. - |

The”entertainﬁment I wasvve'ry p'roud'of ’I‘he only th1ng that I regretted

fSl:cc.
was that thh a croaky vo:.ce 1 did not feel 11ke 1ntroducmg X Q.ss.-c(Stern, that
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famous wviolinist, Abe_‘s close.friend.‘ He'd chesen the prografn baseci on-'

his own impfessiens of Mrs. Ghaﬁdi, and he'd b‘eenven‘tevrtained iﬁ 'her. hovme -
hérs and _he;; f;;thers -- in New Delhi 15 1954; It was absolutely the.cream U
of the cream of the classical. And I felt very proudi though I can't claxm : |

,7,7|

/é"%/ ’to understand Vondosho Vlhléen

: When the entertainment was over', after having heard from the Amba.s sadorg '

5 the staccato schedule of Mrs. Ghanch all day long s 1mmed1ately at her side,
M . . . SN

though!. she chose to walk out we would be right there to say goodbye. e N

"With great grace and assurance, she made her fa_rewe_lls) putting her mink

Then the band'stvr.uck up '"Hello bolly;' ar:.td. Ly’nden and I danced: one dénbce
e to get the gu.est.s started. ‘He chah‘ged me w1th Boots"Ad_ams‘i -eery young and S

lovely‘wife . When we bega# to talk‘ab'oui.: families,"I diseovered that his

‘ chilld‘ren’raﬁged all the way from‘ a daﬁghter 45 to ® a son '10_. 1 vrefr‘a..ine(“i

from asging how many wives this éevered; | |

" Then a few words tpAthe Phi‘li.p_ Baldwins, and I was off upstai.rs‘./ at .12’:30,

leaving Lyndon to dence ah heur longer. His ‘displ’aye of energy are beyond |

. my abilities to compete xvith. The'diener had been, I thox_lght, a sﬁccess. :
But I had not earried my full share of itQ I had drawn my full need.of high
excitement .__from it, | | |

The phrase I remembered most was B. K. Nehru‘s; "One ou¥ of every

A4 '~ seven people in the world is an Indian.'.

stole afound her sari, as.Lyndon put her into ‘tlr‘_ge car and I stayed inside. . .



