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It w as the day of the v i s i t  o£ the King of N epal and h is  Q ueen . 

The in o rn in g  I sp ent a t d esk  w ork , and then a few  m in u tes  b e fo r e  11:30  

I w a s  in  L yndon's o ff ice  n e r v o u s ly  aw aitin g  that m om en t w hen he w ill  

e m e r g e . I t's  a lw a y s a m ad dash  from  the d esk  or the te lephon e a t the 

la s t  m om en t.

T he lo v e ly  Indian su m m er  had h eld . It w as b r isk  and c o o l, but 

b r ig h t and the ch ry sa n th em u m s w e r e  sa y in g  th e ir  la s t  goodbye to 

W ash in gton ,

King M ahendra e m e rg e d  from  the b ig  b lack  lim o u sin e  w ea r in g  

h is  g ra y  fla n n e l luga - -  the coat to a w e s te r n  b u s in e ss  su it o v er  w hat 

look ed  for  a l l  the w o r ld  lik e  a la d ie s  p e ttico a t that cam e n e a r ly  to h is  

k n e e s . And then v e r y  tight w hite pants that f it  ra th er  lik e  the p u t€ e € g  

of our W orld War I s o ld ie r s ,  and a d ark  fla t fe z .

H er M a je s ty  Q ueen Rutna w o re  a lo o s e  fittin g  co stu m e v e r y  

c lo s e ly  akin  to the Indian s a r i ,  and o v er  it  a reg u la r  w e ste r n  la d ie s  

co a t. And on h er  fo reh ea d  th ere  w as a red  sp ot, p robab ly  r e la te d  to 

the Hindu r e lig io n . T hey both spoke E n g lish  - -  or so  m y in fo rm a tio n  

sh e e t  sa id . But a s  I ch a ttered  aw ay, th eir  fa c e s  rem a in ed  e m o tio n le s s  

and I cannot sa y  that m uch com m u n ication  took p la ce .

When the w e lco m in g  sp e e c h e s  w e r e  over  I put the Q ueen in  the 

b u b b le-to p  ca r  and jo in ed  h er  in  fo llow in g  Lyndon and King M ahendra. 

W e drove in a b r ie f  parade down P en n sy lv a n ia  A venue, le f t  tow ard
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G a rfin ck e ls  and on to B la ir  H ouse - -  w ith  nne ch a tter in g  n erv o u s ly  

aw ay, poin ting out the dom e of the C ap ito l, the b r igh t sp la sh e s  of 

ch ry sa n th em u m s, the red  and w hite  and blue b a llo o n s r is in g  lik e  a  

b ig  bouquet in to  the b lue autum n sky.

A t one tim e w e p a s se d  under a w e lco m in g  a rch  w hich  b ore  a 

g r e e tin g  in  N e p a le se , look in g  to m e lik e  lit t le  sq u ig le s  of sp a g h etti.

O nly h e r e  did the Q ueen g ive a b r ie f  f lic k e r  - - a  r e sp o n se  - -  and rea d  

it  to u s .

T h ere  w a s a fa ir ly  th ick  crow d  alon g  the w ay, w aving and c la p p in g  - -  

e a g er  r e sp o n se  from  m e , and a m ild  nod now and then from  the Q ueen.

We sa id  goodbye at the door of the B la ir  H ouse, and I w as b a ck  

u p sta ir s  on the seco n d  f lo o r  a l i t t le  p a st 12:00, having m y lunch on a tra y .

And then a t 2 :00 , a m eetin g  im p ortant to m e w ith  C lark  C lifford  

and M ad am e Shoum atoff. We had tea in the L in co ln  S itting  R oom . I grow  

fonder and fon d er of i t .  C lark  did 95 p ercen t of the talk ing, and how  

g r a te fu l I am  to h im . Y e s , M adam e Shoum atoff w as in te r e s te d . She w a s  ready  

fo r  any ch a lle n g e . She w ould be g lad  to paint m y p o r tra it w ith  the 

u n d erstan d in g  m ade v e r y  c le a r  by C lark  that it  w as b e in g  c o m m iss io n e d  

and w ould  b e  paid  for  by the W hite H ou se H is to r ic a l A sso c ia tio n , and  

m y on ly  o b liga tion  w as to s i t  for it .  And that the u ltim a te  d isp o s it io n  of i t  - -  

w h eth er  to hang in the W hite H ou se , or in so m e oth er public p la c e , or  

w h e r e v e r  - -  it  w ould be e n t ir e ly  up to the White H ouse H is to r ic a l
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A ss o c ia t io n . T h is  to be se t  out in a le tte r  w hich  w as to fo llo w .

A t one point I le ft  to get m y  date book to d e term in e  so m e  t im e s  

a v a ila b le  fo r  s it t in g s . And w h ile  I w as gone C lark  to ld  m e la te r  that 

th ey  had both a g r ee d  that the p r ic e  o f  $6, 000 w as rea so n a b le  and  

a c ce p ta b le  to both of them . What a va lu ab le  part he p la y s  in  m y  l if e .

We d ec id ed  on the s itt in g s  on N ovem b er 20th and 2 1 s t . And  

b y  3:00 I had sa id  goodbye to M adam e Shoum atoff. And C lark  and I 

jo in ed  Lyndon, and M athilde K rim  and M arie  a t the dining room  ta b le .

L ater  a fter  Lyndon le ft  I ta lk ed  b r ie f ly  w ith  C lark  about w hen  

and how Lyndon cou ld  announce that he w a s  not going to run a g a in .

C la r k 's  r e sp o n se  i s  c o m p le te ly  n eg a tiv e . He d oes not f e e l  that Lyndon  

can  do it . He thinks he w ill  be. a b so lu te ly  w ithout any p ow er or  

• in flu en ce  from  the day he sa y s  it  u n til he g oes out o f o ff ic e . A nd that 

that w ould  be a v e r y  unhappy y ea r  for  h im . He d oes not th ink he should .

He had to le a v e  for  an app ointm en t and sa id , " L e t's  ta lk  about 

th is  m o re  la t e r .”

A t 4:30 I had tea - -  once m o re  in  the L in co ln  S itting  R oom  - -  

w ith  the Bob M cK inneys of Santa F e  and the E ugene M cD erm o tts . We 

ta lk ed  about the L ib r a r y  in F r e d e r ic k sb u rg . And y e s ,  they a r e  going to go  

to the d in ner h on orin g  a l l  the peop le  who have h e lp ed  F r e d e r ic k sb u r g . A nd  

Canon and M rs. M cA llis te r  jo in ed  u s .
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The M cK inneys and M cD erm otts  had had a le is u r e ly  tour of 

the h o u se . We had a p lea sa n t 40 m in u tes  ta lk ing about the o p era  in  

Santa F e , the a sp e n s  in F a ll, m y  b roth er  Tony, lit t le  St. B ara b a s  

C hurch. T he n ic e s t  o f a ll , L uci ca m e in  b rin g in g  Lynn and sa t on 

the flo o r  and ch atted  happily  w ith th em . And a ls o  Lynda c a m e . S h e's  

had two s e s s io n s  w ith  Canon M cA llis te r  about the w edding in  the c o u r se  

o f h is  s ta y  h e r e  - -  one two h ou rs; one th ree  h o u rs .

When th ey  le ft , I  m ade a s tr a ig h t lin e  fo r  m y  bed. T h ese  

sh o rt nightijwith Lyndon - - t o  bed about 1:00 or  2:00 and up about 7:00  

w ith  Yuki b ark in g  loud  enough to r a is e  the roof r ight off the W hite H ouse  

w hen the m an d e liv e r s  the p a p ers  o u tsid e  L yndon's door - -  I th ink th a t's  

about 6:00 - -  le a v e  m e  lim p  and la c k lu s te r  a ll  day lo n g . I am  torn  

b etw een  try in g  to f i l l  the r o le  of g iv in g  so m e so la c e  and com p an ion sh ip  

to Lyndon - -  he l ik e s  m y  p r e se n c e  ev en  i f  w e don't ta lk  - -  and w anting  

to  sw eep  through ea ch  day w ith  en erg y  and eb u llien ce  in stea d  of d rag .

L u ci cam e in  and w e ta lk ed  and she fed  the baby on m y  bed .

A t 7:00 Jean L ou is gave m e a co m b -o u t, and I put on m y  n ew est  

d r e s s  w hich  A d ele  S im pson  had v e r y  sk illfu lly  m ade from  one of m y  

C h ief o f State g ifts  - -  I b e lie v e  th is  one from  the Q ueen of M a la y sia  - -  

a lo v e ly  go ld  e m b ro id ery  on a pinky p inch background - -  a s l im - l in e  

d r e s s  w ith  a long s le e v e d  jack et.

And prom  ptly  a few  m in u tes p a st 8:00 we w ere down on the 

N orth  P o r tic o  to g r e e t  the K ing, the Q ueen, and the o ff ic ia l p arty .
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If th is  w a s  a ga th erin g  a t w hich  I had to w ork it w as c o n s id e r a b ly  

lig h ten ed  by the K ing's son - -  h is  R oyal H ig h n ess , the C row n P r in c e  

B iren d ra  B ir  B ik ram  Shah D eva, who is  spending the y ea r  a t H arvard , 

sp ea k s e x c e lle n t  E n g lish , sm ile d  a lo t  and w as s im p ly  e a s ie r  to ta lk  to.

And a ls o  by a v e r y  ch arm in g  A m b a ssa d o r  to N epal - -  C aro l L a ise  - -  

M r s . E lsw o r th  B unker - -  o b v io u sly  and im m ed ia te ly  a fa v o r ite  o f 

L yn d on 's.

T he la te - in - th e -d a y  r e g r e ts  from  S e c r e ta r y  and M r s . R u sk , 

the Bob M cN am aras, the W alt R osto w s and G en era l and M r s . W h ee ler , 

m ad e m e w on d er if  som eth in g  w as up. I had a lw a y s rather not know - -  

w hat I don't know, I am  in  no d anger o f te llin g .

F o r tu n a te ly  the G old bergs w e re  there and cam e u p s ta ir s  w ith  us - -  

a lw a y s  l iv e ly  com p an y and fu ll of n ew s of a new  gran d ch ild  and an oth er  

co m in g .

S e c r e ta r y  and M rs, L u ciu s B a ttle  r e p r e se n te d  the State D ep a rtm en t. 

And th ere  w as a sm a ll  and s ile n t  group from  N epal. A m b a ssa d o r  and  

M r s . K hatri, and m e m b er s  of the R oya l party .

Our g ifts  from  them  w e r e  two la r g e  and e la b o r a te ly  orn am en ted  

b o x e s  d eco ra ted  w ith  what I took to be sem ip rec io u s  s to n e s  and the c a r v e d  

f ig u r e s  of an e lep h an t, a tig er  and two a n im a ls  I cou ldn 't id en tify . A la s , 

q u estio n s  brought m e no c lo s e r  to an un derstan d ing of w hat it  m ea n t.
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But they w e re  in d eed  ex o tic  and han dsom e.

We gave them  v e r m e il  can d elab ra  w hich C a r o lw  sa id  w a s  a  

v e r y  good s e le c t io n  s in c e  th is is  the y e a r  of ligh t in N ep al. A lso  I 

had read  that the cou ntry  as  y e t  h a s  v e r y  l it t le  e le c tr ic ity .

C huck cam e in  a t the h ead  of the honor guard looking v e r y  

h an d som e and rom an tic  and le d  u s  out. Lyndon took the Q ueen . I  w a s  

on the K in g's r igh t. And Lynda B ird  cam e w ith the C row n P r in c e .

I fe lt  both m y  d r e s s  and m y  h a ir -d o  w ere  a r e a l s u c c e s s .

And Lynda lo o k ed  re  gal. in  a Bfijsfces-e c o v e r e d  w ith  b la ck  je t and a  r o se

sk ir t , h er  h a ir  h igh  and lo v e ly .

Stew  U dall w a s our only C abin et m em b er . But a fter  a l l ,  w h ose  

m o r e  in te r e s te d  in  c lim b in g  m ou n ta in s w hich  is  w hat N epal h a s .

F rom  the Senate th ere  were the M ike M a n sfie ld s , the John S h erm an  

C o o p ers  - -  he u se d  to be A m b a ssa d o r  to N epal w hen he w as a ls o  

a c c r e d ite d  to India. G ale and L ora in e  M cG ee. And T ed  M o ss w ithout 

P h y ll is .

G overn or and M rs. Dan M oore of N orth C aro lin a .

And B a re fo o t S an d ers who lo o k s  a fter  h is  own had reco m m en d ed  

a s iz e a b le  con tin gen t of the H ou se . I find  to m y d ism a y  that m an y o f th em  

m a y  have s e r v e d  here for  10, I I ,  even  14 te r m s w ithout e v e r  h avin g  b een  

to a  State D inn er. ■

I w as p a r tic u la r ly  g lad  to have our old  fr ie n d s , the C e c il  K ings
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o f C a lifo rn ia . And the Tom S teed s - -  sh e 's  a m em b er  of m y  8 1 s t Club. 

T he D ick  B o llin g s  a t w h ose  country  hom e w e spen t a coup le of p lea sa n t  

su m m er  a ftern o o n s. C o n g ressw o m a n  L eon or K. Su llivan . And one o f 

m y  fa v o r ite  R ep u b lican  co u p le s , the Ogden R e id s .

T he new  head  of the V o ice  of A m e r ica , John D aly, w as th ere .

H is w ife  i s  one of the d au gh ters o f the C hief J u stic e .

F rom  the o ld -t im e  W ashington h o s t e s s e s ,  M rs. R o b er t Low  B a co n  

an oth er  R ep u b lican  fa v o r ite  of m in e.

F rom  the en terta in m en t w orld , p re tty  Cyd C h a r is se  and D avid  

M e r r ic k  and M arian  A n d erson . I had a sk ed  e s p e c ia lly  that sh e  be at 

L yn d on 's tab le .

And from  T e x a s , of c o u r se  the G erald  M c A llis te r s , b e s id e s  our  

oth er  h ou se  g u e s ts .  And Sim  G ideon and J e s s e  K ellam  whom  I had  

b een  a b le  to in v ite  a t the la s t  m inute w hen som eon e dropped out.

On our tr ip s  I a lw a y s  try  to rem em b er  the m o s t  in te r e s t in g  or 

v ita l or h e lp fu l to the Johnson p eo p le , or peop le who g ive  a  lo t  to th eir  

c o m m u n itie s . And so  I had in v ited  a N egro  m in is te r  - -  L eon  Su llivan  

and h is  w ife , who o p era te s  a jo b -tra in in g  cen ter  in the ghetto  a r e a  o f  

P h ila d e lp h ia  v/ith  ex tra o rd in a ry  s u c c e s s  and the z e a l of an o ld - t im e  

su m m er p rea ch er  in  e a s t  T e x a s . And the F ran k  P a c e s —  he had b een  

m y  h o st w hen I r e c e iv e d  an honor in  N ew  Y ork la s t  D ecem b er . And it s  

lu s te r  in  m y  e y e s  i s  enhanced b e c a u se  th is y ea r  w e a r e  g iv in g  the aw ard  

to a l l  the f iv e  R o c k e fe lle r  b ro th ers  to g e th er .
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And th ere  w e re  old  fr ien d s  - -  the John C ro ck ers  and the S o l 

T a ish o ffs . M r. C h a r les  P a lm e r  who is  r e sp o n sib le  for  the WhLite H ouse  

r e c e iv in g  the R o o se v e lt  p o r tr a it  that hangs in  L yndon's o ff ice .

And I had a sk ed  M rs. D illo n  R ip ley  to com e w ithout h e r  husband  

who is  o v e r s e a s  b e c a u se  I've so  m an y tim es  enjoyed  going out w hen  

Lyndon w a s w ork ing la te  a t the Senate.

O nce the King and Q ueen r e a lly  resp on d ed  w ith  w arm th  and  

d elig h t to a g u est.

M ed ica l m is s io n a r ie s ,  D r. and M rs . E dgar M ille r , who had  

sp ent m uch of th e ir  l iv e s  w ork ing w ith  the poor of N ep al. My b r ie f in g s  

sa id  that it  had one o f the lo w e s t  liv in g  stan d ard s in  the w h ole  E a s t  - -  

about $70 per cap ita  per y e a r . And on ly  5 p ercen t o f the p eop le  a r e  

l i t e r a te . And one of the co u n tr ie s  that g iv e s  them a id  is  India which"

ca m e a s  a  d is tin c t sh ock  to m e that India .w as ev er  on a g iv in g  end.

' ' ■ ' i
I had r e a lly  w ork ed  at the sea tin g  l i s t ,  and had put L o rr a in e  !

■ . •
C ooper n ext to the K ing, tru stin g  that she w ould  be a b ig  h elp  in  I
co n v e rsa tio n . And then m y  fa v o r ite . Senator M cG ee. The w ife  of j

one o f our b u s in e ssm e n , M rs. H arold  G ray o f Pan A m e r ica n  A irw a y .
■ i

And then our o ld  fr ien d  and m y  fa v o r ite , P au l H offm an, A nna's husband. i
■ I

And C ary  D avis - -  m y  c o -w o rk er  in so  m any ca m p a ig n s. And then |
' U  ff" ' ' ' '

_  D r. A rm stro n g  of M iddlebury, V erm on t who had g iven  m e a d e g r e e  i
' • ■ . I

la s t  June, and p roved  a v e r y  a ttr a c tiv e  and a r tic u la te  and in te r e s te d  g u e s t .
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A nd then M rs. Dan M oore, w ife  of the G overnor of N orth  C a ro lin a  

w ho had b een  m y  h o s te s s  for  a n igh t a t th eir  d e ligh tfu l su m m on ed  

G o v ern o rs' M a n sio n  on m y  tr ip  through A p p alach ia . Then the C rown  

P r in c e .

B ut the s ta r  o f the even in g  w a s L o rra in e  C ooper who r e a lly  tu rn ed  

in a p e r fo rm a n ce . I l is te n e d  w id e -e y e d  a s  she f ix e d  the K in g 's  a tten tion  

w ith  the s to r y  of hunting - -  in N epal o f c o u r se  - -  w h ere  they rod e  

e lep h an ts and hunted for t ig e r s  in  g r a s s  that w as sh ou ld er  h igh . And 

once sh e  w ent on the ground, r if le  in  hand, w ith  th ree  oth er h u n ters  - -  

they had  b een  ch a rg ed  b y  a w ild  b uffa lo  this tim e . It w as h igh  tim e  to 

sh oot and she fr o o z e  in  h er  tra ck s  w h ile  the w ild  buffa lo  tu rn ed  stra igh t-  

a t h e r . Ju st in  the n ick  of the tim e one o f the oth er hu n ters d rop p ed  hinn 

in  h is  tr a c k s . I fe lt  l ik e  c lap p ing . It w as r e a l a r t is tr y  and w h a tic e ip s  

m a k es  a h e lp fu l g u est.

Senator M cG ee to ld  som e good s to r ie s  o f hunting g r iz z ly  in  the 

n o rth w est. And w e d is c u s s e d  the K in g's tr ip . He and h is  w ife  w il l  w o lf  

hunt in  A la sk a  w hen th ey  lea v e  h e r e .

And they s e e m e d  p le a sed  w ith  th e d e s s e r t  w hich  w as nam ed , 

"C oconut S agan ather" . It w as nam ed for  th eir  cou n try 's  g r e a te s t  

fea tu re  - -  M t. E v e r e s t .

L yndon's to a st p le a sa n tly  r e fe r r e d  to the rom an tic  rep u tation  

o f N epal. "Only your cou n try  h a s in  e ffe c t  two A m erican A m b a ssa d o r s . "
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A m b a ssa d o r  L a ise  w as m a r r ie d  th is  y ea r  in  th eir  C ap ita l to A m b a ssa d o r  

E lsw o rth  B unker - -  ev ery b o d y 's  fa v o r ite  in  the D ip lom atic  C o rp s,

T he King in  h is  to a st in v ite d  u s to v is i t  N ep al.

. And then w e had co ffee  and liq u eu rs  in the R ed R oom .

And then in  the E a st  Room  I in trod u ced  C h a r lie  B y rd  w ho w a s  

g r e a t ly  a c c la im e d  by a l l  the lo v e r s  of ja z z . B ut i t  i s  a fa r  c r y  from

II '
St. L ou is Womeaa. T he la s t  so n g s from  " F id d ler  on the Roof" w e r e  

poignant and ch arm in g  and I p a r tic u la r ly  enjoyed  th em .

It w a s over  a l it t le  p a s t 11:00 and our R oya l g u e s ts  le f t  v e r y  

soon . We e sc o r te d  them  to the N orth  P o r tic o  for  good b yes. Som e o f  

the g u e s ts  b egan  dan cin g, and I w ent from grou p  to group. G eorge  

P a lm e r  w anted  to ta lk  to m e about the R o o se v e lt  M em o r ia l. D e lig h te d ly  

I h ea rd  that he fa v o red  the R o se  G arden.

Stew  U dall and D ave .M errick  and Cyd C h a r is se  w e re  in  a  c o r n e r  -■ 

an in te r e s t in g  th r e e s o m e .

I had b een  ab le  a t the la s t  m in u te to in v ite  M arcia  M addox and  

h e r  husband w hich  m ade m e happy b e c a u se  she i s  one of the h a r d e s t  

w ork in g , m o st d e lig h tfu l, p e r so n  on m y  sta ff. A t ea ch  d in ner w hen  

th ere  i s  a la s t  day d rop -ou t I try  to add so m eo n e  who g iv e s  m e a  g r e a t  

m e a su r e  of th e ir  devotion  and h o u rs.

B e fo re  12:00 I w ent u p sta ir s  sen d ing w ord  to our g u e s ts  - - th e
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W ed n esd ay , N ovem b er 1, 1967 P age  11

C h a r le s  U r s c h e ls  and John P e a c e s  of San A ntonio, and John B u rn s of 

A u stin , and of c o u r se  J e s s e ,  and the M c A llis te r s  - -  to jo in  us for  

a n ig h t-ca p . And w e se t t le d  in  the W est H all for  one of m y  fa v o r ite  

e v en ts  of a State D inn er.

It w as h ila r io u s ly  in terru p ted  by  Lyndon b rin g in g  in Lynjf'in b lu e  

s le e p e r s ,  w id e -e y e d , grinning a t everyb od y  - -  it  w as too m uch . Lyndon  

s im p ly  had to take him  d o w n sta irs  and show  him  to the rem a in in g  g u e s ts .  

The n ex t m orn in g  I found that he had topped the King and Q ueen o f N ep al. 

And now  m y p rob lem  i s ,  how am  I going to keep Lyndon fro m  b r in g in g  

him  to the w edding.

We ta lk ed  of H e m isF a ir  and A u stin , and c lo s e  to 1:00 sa id  

goodnight on the 36th State v is i t  of the y ea r .

THE WHITE HOUSE
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