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It was'th.e day_ of the visit of the King of Nepal and his Queen..
The mo‘rning I spent at desk Qork, and then a few minutes' before 11:30
iwas 1n Lyndc‘m's. qffice-neivously awaiting l_:hat_moment when he Qill |
em erge. - It's‘v always a mad daish from the deék’ or the télephbne at the
- last moment, |
The lovely Indian 'suﬁmrﬁer had heild.v .It wés, brisk And cooi; buf
bright:and. the chrysanthemums weré sayir;g their la'st_- gc;odbye"tc;
- Wasﬁ_ihgton,_v - | |
King Maheﬂdra; ven’nerg;ed from the big black 1imou$iné wea'ring- ‘
his gray ﬂé.nﬁél luga -- thé‘coat to a Western business suit over what
looked for all the wqud liké a la;.dies éetticéat that came nea;:ly to ‘vliis
knees. And then very tigh.t»whi.te pants that fit rath;r like the puté’eés
of‘oﬁr‘World Wa.r' I soldier;-s, .vand' a dark flat fez, '
'. Her Majesty Queen Rutné wore a léoée fitting cosfum‘e .very
’closely-ak-in to .the Indian ‘.sari,_ and over 1t a regular.weste'rr.;‘ ladies B
coat And on her fqrehead t‘.he‘r.e Qvas a red spot, probably related to |

the Hindu religion. They both spoke English -- or so.my information

sheet said. Butas I chattered away, their faces remained emotionless

and I cannot say that much communication took place.
When the welcoming speeches weré_over I put the Queen in the
bubble-top car and joined her in foliowing Lyndon and King Mahendra.

We drove in a brief parade down Pennsylvania Avenue, left toward
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‘Garfinckels and on to Blair House -- with me chattering nervously -

awa.y, pointing out the dome of the Cépitoi, ‘the.-bright splashes of
chrysanthemums, j l':he' red and wfxite and Blué. ballc.)or_m‘ rising like a..'
big bouquet into the blue auturﬁnlsky. '
At one time we passed under a welcoming arch which boré_ a
greeting in Nep'alelse,‘ looking to me like little squiglés of spaghetti,
Only here did the Queen give a brigf flickér -~ a response ;- .and.re‘a.d
it to us.
There was a fairly thick crowd along the way, waving‘ and clappihg --
eager z;esp'onse from rﬁe, and a mild ﬁod now and tfxen fr(;m the Queen. |
We said goodbye at fhe door of the Blair House, and .I wa;s back :
upstaifs on the secogd floor a little pas; 12:00, havi;xg my lunéh on a trajr.
'A_nd then at 2:00, a meeting i'mpovrtantl'to me with Clark Clifford
and Madame Shoumatoff. We had tea in the. Lincoln Sittiné Room. I gr'owv
fonder and‘ fonder of it. Clark did 95 percent,o'f the talking, and how
gra.tefui I é.m to him, ‘Yes, Méda;me Shoumatoff was interest;éd. S‘hei-wa.s ready
for any .challlenge._ She would:. be glad‘ to paint my pbftrait with the =
undexv's.l.tanding made \-rery clear .by Clark thé‘\.(‘; it.was being co:mmiss'ioned‘
and WOIll(i be paid for by the White House His.tovricall Aséociation, and
my only ébligétion was to sit for it. And that the ultimate disposition of it --
whethe..r to hang in the White HbuSe,, or in some _ov't}.xer pubiic place; or

wherever -- it.would be entirely up to the White House Historical -
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Association. This to be set out in a letter which was -to follow.
At -6ne point I left to get rx;ly d:;Lte book Lo determine- séme timves
‘available for sittings. And while I was gone Clérk told rﬁe l'ater that
they had both agreea that the priée of $6, 000 Was reasoaable‘and :
acceptable to both‘_of the'm.. Whaf a valuable part he  plays in my life.'
We decided on the sittings on Noveber 20th and Z1st. And
by 3:00 I had é;id goodb.ye to Maqamé Shoumatoff. And Clark and I
_ jdinéd-L)}ndbn éhd Ma'thilde Krin.i aﬂci Marie at the dining ?obm tablé.
| -La‘ter' after Lyndon lef-t I ta;l'kéd brieﬂy with Clark aBoﬁt \_vhe;r
'a.nd.how I.‘.‘yndon could announce that he was not goihg té run aga;ih.
Clla.rk's response is ‘c'omplete'ly negative. He do‘es .not feel' that Lf’ndOn
can do it. Hé thinks hé will Be.al;solutely. without aﬁy power or
: iﬁfluence from the day he says‘ it until he goes out of officg; And that
that §vou1d be a very u;lhé.ppy y.ear for him, He'-does not think he Should. :
He haci'to leave fpr an appointmént ané saici, "Let's»talk about
this more later."” ° |
At 4:30 I had tea -- once,'more, in the Lincolﬁ Sittiﬁg Room --
-with the B'ob McKirlmveys of Santa Fe and the Eugene McDérrnotté. We
talked‘aboutvthe Library .in Fredéﬁéksburg. ‘.é.\nd yes, ‘théy are going to go
to th.evdinner, honori;;g all the p.ebplé whq hé.ve helped F‘redericksbu.rg. And

Canon and Mrs. McAllister joined us.
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The McKinneys and McDermotts had had a leisurely tour of

‘the house.  We had a pleasant 40 minutes talking about the opera in

Santa Fe, the aspens in Fall, my brother Tony, little St. Barabas '

Church. The nicest of all, Luci C_amé in bringing Lynn and sat on

'.the floor and chatted ha.ppily with them. And also Liynda came. She's

had two sessions with Canon McAllister about the wedding in the course
of his stay here -- one two hours; one three hours.
‘When they left, I made a straight line for my bed. These

\

short night§with Lyndon -- to bed about 1:00 or 2:00 and up about 7:00

- with Yuki barking loud enoﬁgh to raise the roof right off the White House

when the man delivers the papers outside Lyndbn's door -~ 1 thixik that's

vabbut 6:00 ~-- leave me limp and lackluster all day long. Iam torn

between trying to fill the role of giving some solace and companionship

to Lyndon -- he likes my presence even if we don't ”tal.k -- and wanting
to sweep through each day with energy and ebullience »insteadbof drag.
. Luci éazﬁe in and we talkéd and she fed the baby on my bed.
At.7:00 Jean Louis gavél fne‘a cérhb—'out, and I put on my knewe_st
dréss.which Adele Simpsoh haci very slkillfully made from one of my

Chief of State gifts -.-‘ I believe this one from the Queen of Malaysia --

a lovely gold embroidery on a pinky pinch background -- a slim -1in'e.

dress with a'lo'ng sleeved jacket.

And prbm ptly a few minutes past 8:00 we were down on the

North Portico to greet the King,' the Queen, 'and the official party. E
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If this was a gathering at which I had to work it was considerably

lightened by the King’s son -- his Royal Highness, the Cr_bwn Prince

_ Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Deva, whc_o is spending the year at Harvard,

speaks excellent English, smiled a lot and was simply easier to talk to.

" And also by a very charming Ambassador to Nepal -- Carol Laise --

Mrs. Elsworth Bunker -- obviously and immediately a favorite of

. Lyndon's, ‘

The late-in-the-day regreis from Secretary and Mrs. Rus'k,‘ ‘

the Bob McNé.rria.ra.s, the Walt Rostows and General and Mrs. Wheeler,

made me wonder if so?neth_ing was up. I'héd always rather not know --
what I don't know,“ I am in no danger of telling.

| Fortuﬁately the Goldbergs.' ‘Wé_re' there and came ﬁpséairs witi'x us --
always lively company and full of news of a new grandchild and anqti'xer

coming.

| Secretary and Mrs. Lucius Battle represented the State Department.

And there was a small and"silent group from Nepal; ) Ambassador and °
Mrs., Kh{atri,‘, and memb'er‘s‘ of the Royal party.
QOur gifts from them were two ’large' and elabofa_tely ‘orn'amented

boxes decorated with what I took to be s&miprecious stones and the carved

~figures of an elephant, a tiger and two animals I couldn't identify. Alas,

questions brought me no closer to an understanding of what it meant.
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Bﬁt théy weré indeed exotic and handsome.
: : : AL
We gave them vermeil candelabra wh1ch Carolel; said was a
véry gooci sele_ction. sinpe this is the year of 1ight in Nepal. Also.l ’
had rea_d that the country as y'et has very little electricity.
| Chuck came in at the head of the honor guard lookiﬁg {rery
. handsome and rorhahtic and led us out. 'Lyndon took the Queen. Iwas
on the Ki_ng's ‘right. And Lynda Bird c;ame wi._th tﬁg Crov;/n'_ Prince.

- I-felt both my dress and my hair-do were a real success. .

1

’ b;\d,tcc ‘
And Lynda. looked regal in a Berdese covered with black jet and a rose

Bl)hg;;;tklrt, hér hair high and lovely.
-étew ﬂ&all was our only Cabinet member. But after‘ all, whose V
_more interested in climbing _m‘ounté,ins which is what Nepal hés.
f‘rom thé Senate théré were the Mike Mansfields, the.. John Shérmé.n |
Coo?ers - he used to be Ambassador to Nepal wﬁen he was also
accérevdti.adA'to maia; Gale and Loraine McGee. - And Ted Mdss .without '
Phyllis, | |
‘.AGoverno_rband Mrs. Dan Moore of.North_Ca.roliria. |

- And Barefoot Sanders who looks after his own had rec¢ommended

a sizeable contingent of the House. I find to my dilsfnay that many of them

may have served here for 10, 11, even 14 terms without ever having been

to a State Dinner.

- I was particularly glad to have our old friends., the Cecil Kings
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of Califox-'nia.‘ | And the Tom S‘teeds'—- .she'si a membér of my 81st ’C.lubb, -
Th‘e‘Dic.k Bollings at whose coﬁntry home we spent a éouéle- of pleasant |
summer afte‘rnooqs._ Congressworhan Leonor K. S'ull'i\vran. - And .one éf
my favorite Reﬁublic'an.couples,' : the Ogden Reids. '

| The néw héad of the Voice of America, John Dély, was there.
His wife is one of the daugh'ters of the Chief Justice.

.From the old-time Washington hostéssés, Mrs; Robert Low Bac0n. -~

' anot.he1.' Republican favorite of mine,

: Fr‘om tﬁé entertainment world, pretty Cyd Charis‘se é.nd David
Merrick and Marian Anderson. I had asvke‘d éspecially that she be at |
Lyndon's table. |

And frém Texa.s,’{vof course the Geré.ld McAili_.stérg,l besides ovfr.
other hoﬁSe »guests.. Aﬁd S";n'_x_.Gi'deOn and Jesse Kellam. wh01;n I had
been able to invite at the la.gt miﬁute when someone dropped out. |
On our 'tripsv I always try fd remembef tﬁe most intere;ting "ér‘
vital or helpful tc; the Johnson peééle, or peOpie who give a lot to .their ‘
gbrﬁmunities. And s.o I had invite’d a Négro_min@ster ~-- Leon Suili{ran
"and his wife, who operates.a jéb-training ‘c.:enter in the ghett6 area.'of
Philadelphia ﬁth extraofdinary_ Succ;ess a‘nd the zeal of an old-timg
summer pzfeacher in_east_ Texas. And the frank Paces -- he had been
my host whéﬁ I‘r;ec‘eived aﬁ honor in New York last Decémbér. And its
lt;s-tgr in my eyes is enhaﬁced bec;éusé this year we are; 'giving' the é,wa;:d

_to all the five Rockefeller brothers together. B
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§ .And.the.re weré old friends -- the John Crookers and the Sol

Taishoffs. Mr. Charles Palmer who is reSpohsible for the White House

receiving the Roosevelt portrait that hangs in Lyndoq-'s office.

-And I had asked Mrs;. Dillon lRipley to come without her husband
who is overseas »bec.ause I've so many times énj9yed going out Wher-1"
Lyncidn was working la'te at the Séné.té. |
| Once the King and Queen really responded w'ith warmth and
delight to a guest.

Medical missionaries, Dr. and Mrs. Edgar Miller, who had

- spent much of their lives working with the poor of Nepal. My briefings

said that it had qné of the _loweét living standards in the whole East -~ -
about $70 pe?.* caéité per _year.. And only _5.percent of the people are
literate. And one of the countries that gives them aid is India which’
came #s a distinct shoc.k to me that India .was eirer ona giv‘in’g _end;

I had reé.lly wo;ked at the seafing list, ‘aﬁd had put Lorrain‘.ev
‘Cooper next to the King, trusting that she would be a big heip in
c0nv‘ersation. '-And then my fayoritg, Senatof McGee. The wife of.
one of our businessm en, Mrs. Harold Gray of Pan Am erican Airway.
Ai}d then our old friend gnd my fav;)rite, Pé.ﬁl Hoff;nan, Anna'é husband.
And Cary Davis -- my co-worker in éo‘many campaigns. And then .

Dr. Armstrong of Middlebury, Vermont who had given me a deg'reer'

last June, and proved a very attractive and articulate and interested guest,
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And then Mrs. Dé.n Moore, ‘vsfife of fﬁe Gove‘rnor of Norvth Carolina
who_ haé been fny_ hpsteés for a night at the}ir. delightful su.ranned
Governors' Manéion on fn);_tfip through Aépalachia.. Then the Crown
.Prince. (

But the star‘of the ‘evening was Lorraine Cooper who really Aturned
"in a perfofménce; I‘ listened wide—e‘yed as she fixéd the"King's attention ..' |
with th'e‘.story éf hunting - 1n Nepal of éourse -- where they rode
elepha{.nts.vand huﬁted for tivger;.‘ini grass that was shoulder high. And
ohée "shé went on the .grouhd,'-riﬂe} in hand, with three othei ﬁuntérs -
&1e§ had been chargéd by a’ wild buffal§ tﬁis time. It wasA high ti.m‘e to
' shobt and she frooze m her tracks while the wild buffalo turned stfaighb i
at her'. Just in the nick of the time one of the other hﬁnters droppe& him
in his 'tiacké. I felt like clapping. It was real ar‘tis.:try and what dredps ._
makes a helpful guest. | o

Senator McGee told some good stories‘of.l-'xunfing grizzly in the
’northv-ves_t;’ And we discussed the King's trip. He and his wﬁfe will v}olf
“hunt in Alavska when the}; leav-e heré. ‘ |

| And they seemed pléased w.ithk the des.sertv wﬁich was n'a.tmed,
r:Coconﬁ.t S.aganatherA"‘. It was named for their c.ountry's.greate st
feature. -- Mt. Everé_st. |

~ Lyndon's toast pigasantly .refebrredb to thé f_ofnaritic reputation

. of Nepal. ''Only youfr country has in effect tw'o Americé.n Ambassadors. "
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Ambassador Laise was married this year in f.heir Capital to Ambassador
Eléworth Bunker -- every;body's favorite 1n thé Diplomatic Corps.

The King in his toast invited us to visit Nepa.ll.

And then we had coffee 'an& 1iqﬁeﬁ;s in t;he Red Room_.‘

| Ahd then in the Ea'st Room >I introduced Charlie Byrd \;VhO was

greatly acclaimed by all the lovers of jazz. Butitis a far cry from

1] :

' St. Louis Women. The last songs from tFiddler on the Roof" were

poignant and chaiming and I particularly'enjoyed them.

It was over a little past 11:00 and our Royal guests left ve'r‘y
soon. We escorted them to the North-Portico for gcodbyes. Some of
| o (chorles ?)
the guests began dancing, and I went fromgroup to group. George

Palmer wanted to talk to me about the Roo‘sevelt Memorial. ‘Delightedl.y ‘

I heard that he favored fhe Rose Garden.

Stew Udall and Dave Merrick and Cyd-Charisse were in a cornei' -—-

an interesting threesome.

I had been able at the last minute to iﬁvite Marcia Maddox and

her husband which made me happy because she is one of the hardest

working,' most delightful, person on my staff. At each dinner when
there is a last day drop-out I try to add someone who gives me a great
measure of their de\}otiOn and hours.

Before 12:00 I went upstairs sending word to our guests --the
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Charles Ufséhels and Joim Pe#ces of San An‘tonio, and "Jo‘hn.Bur‘ns of..
Austin, and of course Jesse, and the McAllist'er# -- to join us ,for'.

a pight—;:ap. _And we settled iﬁ thé West Hall for one Qf my favorite
events of a State Dinner.

It was hilariously interruptéd by‘ Lyndon bringiﬁg in Lyng in blue
sleepers, wide—eyed, grinning ai: everybody -- it wa.; tqd much. » Ly‘ndoﬁ
simply. had to také him downsté.irs and show him 'to‘ the remaining guests,

" The qe#t rpor;ling I found that he ha'ci topped the‘ King and Quéen of Nepé.l. |
- And now my problem is, how’am I going to kéep LyndOn frc;;ﬁ bringing
e v him to the vs;ec.ldingf | |

We talkea of HemisFair and Austin, aﬁd closé to 1:00 sai&

goodnight on the 36th State visit of the year.




