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How to d e s c r ib e  a  day  as  g igan tic  as  th i s ,  as  packed  w ith  

in fo rm a tio n  and em o tio n ,  e x c i te m e n t  and sp in e - t in g l in g  v is ta s  

of the  fu tu re  - -  i t  is  not p o s s ib le .  I  can  only s p e a k  of l i t t le  

v ig n e t te s  of i t  - -  l i t t le  b i ts  f ro m  the m o s a ic .  It w as  a g r e a t  

p r iv i le g e  to  have l iv ed  i t ,  in th a t  com pany  and in  th a t  f u l ln e s s .

I t  b eg an  in  a  lo w -k e y  m a n n e r  a f te r  having gone to bed  about 

1:30 F r id a y  n ig h t .  I did get to  s le e p  un ti l  7 :30 . And then  

b r e a k fa s t  and a  h a i r - d o  and in to  m y  shocking  p ink  d r e s s . And 

/ Lynda and I s t a r t e d  w alk ing  out of the  Hotel a t  9 :00 . And then
I,

th e r e  w as  one of th o se  funny in c id en ts  - -  the lobby w as f il led  w ith  

people  and th e y  w e re  w aving and re a c h in g  out hands to  shake  and 

so m e  ask in g  fo r  a u to g rap h s . And then  h a lf  w ay  down the s te p s  I 

th ink  i t  w as  an  o ffic ia l  of the H otel s topped  m e to p r e s e n t  a  p a c k a g e .  

It w as  a  s i lv e r  spoon in  a b o x .  S til l  u n d er  the sp e ll  of the an c ien t  

New O rlean s  of y e s te rd a y  a f te rn o o n  - -  the  Vieux Carre' - -  and 

r e m e m b e r in g  som eth ing  about th is  Hotel being  on the s i te  of an 

old and fam ous one I looked  a t  the spoon and s a id ,  "Is  i t  o ld ? "

And th a t  n ice g en tlem an  a n s w e re d ,  "Y e s ,  M a'am ,  i t  is  8 y e a r s  o ld ."  

I thanked  h im  and m an ag ed  to get in to  the  c a r  b e fo re  Lynda B ird  

 ̂ and I fe l l  on each  o th e r  w ith  la u g h te r . Tha t w as c e r ta in ly  m y  le a s t

a p p ro p r ia te  r e m a r k  to d a te .
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And then  we w e re  in  f ligh t to the C ap e .

I r e a d  m y  sp e e c h  a couple  of t im e s ,  looked th ro u g h  the 

Cape K ennedy in fo rm a t io n .  N e v e r  ye t have I had t im e  enough 

to  th o ro u g h ly  b r i e f  m y s e l f  on ev e ry th in g  th a t  I w as  going to  s e e .

We w en t to  the s p e a k e r  s y s te m  and I gave m y  fellow  t r a v e l e r s  - -  

a im in g  p a r t i c u la r ly  a t  th o se  f ro m  a b ro a d  - -  a  b r i e f  h i s to r y  of Cape 

K ennedy .

And then  c lo se  to noon s a t  down on the sk id  t r e p  a t  Cape Kennedy 

w h e re  we w e re  m e t  by  D r .  and M rs  . T hom as P a in e ,  D r .  and M rs . 

K u rt  D ebus , D r .  G eo rg e  M il le r ,  D r .  and M r s .  Ed W elsh  whom  I 

r e m e m b e r  f ro m  our e a r ly  Senate  days w ith  s p a c e .  And J im  Webb 

w ithou t w hom  I would  have b een  lo n e s o m e .

We got in to  b u se s  and s t a r t e d  fo r  the v i s i to r s  in fo rm a tio n  c e n t e r .  

In fa c t  a l l  day  we ro d e  in  b u s e s . I  th ink  th e re  w e re  about th re e  of 

th em  w ith  w o n d erfu l  b r ie f in g  o f f ic e rs  on ea c h  o n e .  D r .  P a in e ,

D r .  Debus and D r .  M il le r  tak ing  t u r n s .

The la n d sc a p e  w as low and f la t  a ro u n d  u s ,  do tted  w ith  s c ru b b e d  

p a lm ettos  and cabbage p a lm s .  Often the sand showing th ro u g h .  And 

h e re  and th e r e  a  r e a l  o r c h a rd  of o ran g e  t r e e s .  And th e y  w e re  ju s t  

about r e a d y  fo r  h a r v e s t .  The b r ie f in g  o f f ic e r  to ld  m e th ey  w e re  

in  hold ings and w e re  s t i l l  c o m m e r c ia l ly  r a i s e d .  And th e r e  w e re
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A u s t ra l ia n  P ine  th a t  had b e e n  im p o r te d .  The w hite  h e r o n s  w e re  

e v e ry w h e re . They had begun  in  New O rleans . And h e r e  e v e r y  

now and then  we would se e  a  g ian t w hite  h e r o n .  And s e a  gulls  

d ipping and c i r c l in g .  And whole flocks  of ducks land ing  on a lake  

o r  an in le t .  And the penguins  th a t  to m e  a r e  the clow ns of the 

sk y .

We w ent f i r s t  to  the V is i to r s  In fo rm a tio n  C e n te r .  And in  f a c t

in  a l l  th is  r e m a rk a b le  day  one of the m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  and som ehow

deligh tfu l th ings I found out w as th a t  Cape K ennedy w as indeed  open

to  "John  Q. P u b lic "  and th a t  in  the  l a s t  th re e  y e a r s  th e r e  have been  
ft

a  m i l l io n , 750 thousand  v i s i to r s  th a t  ju s t  com e in ,  no q u es tio n s  a sk e d ,  

T h e re  i s  a  g u es t  book . You m a y  s ig n  i t  o r  not as  you c h o o se .  Once 

th e  o ffic ia ls  no ticed  th a t  two of the n am es  on the g u es t  book w e re  

a r c h - ty p e  R u s s ia n  n a m e s  and the a d d r e s s  M oscow .

It c o s ts  $ 2 .5 0 ,  and you a r e  b r ie fe d  by e x p e r ts  and go around  

on b u s e s . And you beg in  h e r e  a t  the V is i to r s  In fo rm atio n  C en te r  

a s  we d id .

T h e re  w as a  g roup  of schoo l c h i ld re n  going th ro u g h .  And th e re  

w as  one l i t t le  boy who w as 100 ,000 th  s tu d en t p e rh a p s  fo r  th is  y e a r .  

And I  p r e s e n te d  h im  w ith  a b ig  c o lo r  p h o to g rap h  of the launch ing  of 

t h e  S a tu rn  V . I expec t th is  is  one of the th ings Li z had thought up .

MEMORANDUM



THE WHITE HOUSE
r*'' .
\  _  W A S H I N O T O N

S a tu rd a y ,  N o v em b er  23, 1968 P ag e  4

And a  l i t t le  g i r l  c am e  up to m e and p r e s s e d  a note into m y  hand 

and s a id ,  "M y m o th e r  u sed  to know you a t B i l l in g s ly . " And 

sudden ly  the whole g roup  b ro k e  out in to  "T h is  is  our C o u n try " .

And I saw  one young blond w om an  in  th e i r  m id s t ,  p ro b a b ly  a 

t e a c h e r ,  who w as  having a lm o s t  m o re  t ro u b le  than  I w as  to  hold 

b a c k  t e a r s .

We m e t  W alt Cunningham , whom  I had m e t  b e fo re  a t the 

R anch  the  S a tu rd a y  b e fo re  the e le c t io n .  We w e re  show n G em in i 9

(  '' ( and the Apollo com m and  m odule  and the L u n a r  m o d u le .

And then  we m e t  a  g roup  of E u ro p e a n  s c ie n t i s t s  who w e re  

r e p re s e n t in g  five o r s ix  c o u n tr ie s  I th ink  c a l le d  the  E u ro p e a n  Space 

R e s e a r c h  O rg an iza t io n  T e a m .  A p p a re n tly  we r e n t  our launch  pads 

fo r  s m a l l ,  u n m anned , s c ie n t i f ic  s a te l l i t e s  la u n c h in g s .  And th ey  

b r in g  b a c k  the in fo rm a tio n  and divide i t  up .

The day  r a p id ly  b e c a m e  a m on tage  as  we w ent f ro m  build ing 

to  b u ild in g .  But c e r ta in  p ic tu r e s  s tand  out in  m y  m e m o ry  like  

w hite  caps  on the s u r fa c e  of the o c e a n .  And the one th a t  s tood  out 

the  m o s t  of c o u rse  to the p r e s s  w as the s im u la ted  landing  on the 

m oon .

1̂ '*̂  f Lynda and I c l im b ed  a r a m p  up in to  the L u n a r  m odule  s im u la to r

w hich  is  l ik e  a  b ig  bug on ta l l  le g s . It is  a thing in  w hich  two
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a s t ro n a u ts  would d e ta c h  th e m se lv e s  f ro m  the b ig g e r  sh ip  and 

d e s c e n t  to the  m oon w hile  the th i rd  a s t ro n a u t  r e m a n s  in  the  

m o th e r  sh ip  a s  i t  o rb i ts  the m oon .

Lynda and I w en t in  to g e th e r  a cco m p an ied  by  W alt C unningham . 

And John Young I th ink  it  w a s . It w as  v e r y  d a r k .  And th e r e  w as a  

huge conso le  of i n s t r u m e n ts ,  th e i r  round  fa c e s  glowing in  the s e m i -  

tw il ig h t .  And then  th e re  w as a big window out w hich  you looked  to 

the  m oving s u r fa c e  of the m o o n .  T h is  w as  a c tu al ly  a  s im u la te d  

m oon land ing  they  to ld  m e. Now we have s low ed down to  40 m ile s
(,

an h o u r .  The m oon is  about 200 fee t  below  I th ink  he s a id .  You 

would have a  s e n sa t io n  of p itch ing  and ro l l in g  as  we slow down 

f u r th e r  fo r  a  la n d in g .  A c tu a lly  we had v e r y  l i t t l e ,  and I w ondered  

if  they  had  a d ju s ted  i t  fo r  m e .

Knowing th a t  th is  w as the exc iting  m o m e n t  the p r e s s  would 

w ant to  know about I had t r i e d  to  th ink  up s e n s ib le  q u e s t io n s .  When 

you f i r s t  pu t you r foot out on the  s u r f a c e  of the m oon, w hat w il l  you 

be w alk ing  o n ?  Som ething l ik e  sand  o r peb b les  o r  r o c k ?  I 'v e  re a d  

th a t  you a r e  going to b r in g  b a c k  80 pounds of m a te r i a l  f ro m  the 

s u r fa c e  of the m o o n . W ill you ju s t  r e a c h  down and scoop  i t  up 

w ith  a  shove l? W hat ig n o ra n t  q u es tio n s  they  m u s t  have s e e m e d  to 

V— th e m .  At l e a s t  one they  could  a n s w e r  s e n s ib ly .  How m u ch  of a

s u p p ly  o f  o x y g e n  o r  o th e r  e n v ir o n m e n t a l  r e q u ir e m e n t s  w i l l  y o u
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have in s id e  y o u r  sp ace  s u i t ?  F o u r  h o u rs  th ey  to ld  m e .  And they  

ex p ec ted  to be out only t h r e e .

A c tu a l ly  the m a in  th ing  I thought of in s id e  th a t  t iny  sh ip  w as 

the  c o m p le te ly  u n tech n ica l  th in g  of being  cooped up w ith  two o ther  

hu m an  be in g s  in  th is  t iny  sp a c e  fo r  two w eek s  o r  m o re  lik e  

S ia m e se  t r i p l e t s .  How im p o r ta n t  to  th is  is  the s h e e r  so c ia l  

f a c to r  of being  le v e l  headed  and good n a tu re d .  I d a re d  to  m en tion  

i t .  And th e y  s a id  oh w e l l ,  b y  the t im e  you w o rk ed  as  c lo s e ly  w ith  

peop le  as  we have you know them  p r e t ty  w e l l .  It m u s t  be a  v e ry  

s p e c ia l  f r a t e r n i t y .

And then  s om e t im e  d u r in g  the  day  we w e re  in  the b r ie f in g  

r o o m . And a l l  of us s a t  down fo r  a  l ig h t  lunch  follow ed by  b r ie f in g s  

b y  one of the a s t ro n a u ts  on the  Apollo 8 .  And by  Lee S h e a r e r , the  

A pollo L u n a r  E x p lo ra t io n  D ir e c to r  who ta lked  about the m ean ing  to 

m a n  of sp ace  e x p lo ra t io n .  But not y e t  - -  no t qu ite  - -  had  I h i t  the 

p a y d i r t  I  w as looking f o r ; w hat would m ake  i t  com e a liv e  and 

u n d e rs ta n d a b le  to  m e .

I  w as  s i t t in g  by  W a l t  Cunningham  - -  he w as  on m y  r ig h t  - -  

and one of the la d y  te c h n ic ia n s  f ro m  the p r o g ra m  w as on m y  le f t ,  I 

b eg an  to dig in  fo r  w hat I r e a l l y  w an ted  to  e x t r a c t .  I  follow ed up 

so m eth in g  th a t  W alt S c h i r r a  had sa id  a t the R anch  th a t  w en t l ike  

th i s :  nobody k eeps  book on the g r e a t  am oun t of snow th a t  m e l ts  off
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of the  H im alay as . But i t  i s  g e n e ra l ly  b e l ie v e d  th a t  no t a l l  of i t  

flow s in to  r i v e r s  - -  th a t  so m e  of i t  goes u n d e rg ro u n d .  Now th a t  

m u s t  m e a n  th e re  a r e  v a s t  p o o ls ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  of w a te r  so m e w h e re  

down u n d er  the  s u r fa c e  of the e a r t h .  And he w en t on to exp la in  

how i t  m ig h t  be  p o s s ib le  fo r  so m e  v e r y  h igh  flying s a te l l i t e  to  

take  p ic tu re s  and lo c a te  w h e re  th e se  u n d e rg ro u n d  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  

w e r e ,  dig deep  w e l l s ,  i r r i g a t e ,  and m aybe feed  the s ta rv in g  m il l io n s  

of India  fo r  in s ta n c e .  Nothing s tood  be tw een  us ex cep t knowledge 

and m o n e y .

I t r i e d  to  e x p lo re  th a t  a  l i t t l e  f u r th e r  w ith  W alt C unningham , 

and i t  b u rg eo n ed  out in to  the m o s t  am az in g  f ie ld .  He s a id ,  " Y e s ,  

the  th ing  th a t  would do i t  w as the e a r th  r e s o u r c e s  s a te l l i t e  w hich  is 

a c tu a l ly  not in  f ligh t y e t .  It p ro b a b ly  would be in  about two y e a r s .

B ut p iec ing  to g e th e r  in fo rm a t io n  f ro m  o th e r  s im i l a r  s a te l l i t e s  

f l ig h ts ,  i t  w as p o s s ib le  to  d raw  a p r e t ty  good p ic tu re  of w hat such  

an e a r th  r e s o u r c e s  s a te l l i t e  could  d o . Not only  w a te r  u nder  the 

e a r th  bu t m ay b e  som e s o r t  of geo log ic  dom es tha t  could be 

p re d ic t io n s  about r e s o u r c e s  of o il o r  o th e r  m i n e r a l s .

But then  the lunch  w as o v e r  and we w ent on to  the nex t v a s t  

s ig h t .

I  t r i e d  to  give a  m o m e n ts  a t ten t io n  and a p p re c ia t io n  to  the n ice 

looking young la d y  on m y l e f t . W hat a  f ie ld  fo r  a  w o m an  to  be  i n .
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Some of the  m o s t  in te r e s t in g  t im e s  fo r  m e w as sp en t  in the  

b u s e s .  One of our  b r ie f in g  o f f ic e r s  to ld  us the de ligh tfu l fac ts  

th a t  d u r in g  the ex cav a tio n s  fo r  bu ild ing  th e se  huge s t r u c tu r e s  

they  had u n d e r  i t  a r t i f a c t s  - -  m an y  of them  p re -C o lu m b ia n ,  so m e  

of th em  p ro b a b ly  p r e - C h r i s t .  And a n o th e r  added  the d e lic ious  

t id b it  th a t  J u l es V erne  the F re n c h m a n  who had w r i t te n  in  the 

m id d le  1 8 0 0 s  about voyages  under  the s e a  in s u b m a r in e s  and 

vo y ag es  to the m oon in s p a c e s h ip s ,  had s e le c te d  an  Is lan d  about 

100 m i le s  f ro m  Cape K ennedy as  the  s i te  f ro m  w hich  h is  m oonsh ip  

f "  w ould be la u n c h e d .  F u r t h e r ,  th ey  w ent on, th e r e  had  been  qu ite

a  d isp u te  be tw een  the S ta te s  of T exas  and F lo r id a  as  to  w h e re  the 

m oon p o r t  should  b e .  And F lo r id a  had w on .

I believe i t  w as  J im  Webb who c o n tr ib u te d  th is  r o m a n tic  and 

de ligh tfu lly  e x tra n e o u s  b i t .  H e 's  qu ite  a m a n .  I b e c a m e  qu ite  

u sed  d u r in g  the day to  noticing th a t  i t  w as  he who q u ie tly  b egan  

to  nudge us on as  the g roup  of us w e re  tak ing  up m o re  t im e  a t 

an y  one p lace  than  we sh o u ld .  And it  w as  a lso  he who led  the 

c lapp ing  as  soon as  the s p e e c h  of the  p r e s e n ta t io n  w as o v e r .

At the luncheon  we had had  s e v e r a l  b i ts  of the  food th a t  the 

a s t ro n a u ts  e a t  - -  d e h y d ra te d  I sup p o se  i t  w as  - -  t iny  cubes  of 

b r e a d  and a  f ru i t c a k e .  I had s a m p le d  i t ,  and i t  w as  v e r y  good.



I  do no t r e m e m b e r  the  n am e  of the bu ild in g , bu t a t  one po in t 

•we found o u r s e lv e s  on a b a lco n y  looking down th ro u g h  g la s s  w alls  

to  an  e n o rm o u s  g y m n a s iu m -s iz e d  f lo o r  a r e a  on w hich  th e r e  w e re  

b an k  a f te r  bank  a f te r  b an k  of c o m p u te r s . And you w o n d ered  who 

le d  th is  v a s t  o r c h e s t r a  and how th e y  d a r e d .  And w hat the  a v e ra g e  

age w as of the people  who w o rk e d  in  f ro n t  of those  m a c h in e s .

The whole e n o rm o u sn e s s  of i t  w as  o v erw h e lm in g ,  and I  w as  out of 

s u p e r l a t iv e s .  And the whole th ing b lu r r e d  in to  a  m o n ta g e .

And th en  a t  one po in t we got out of the bus in  an  open sp ace  

so m e  c o n s id e ra b le  d is ta n c e  f ro m  w hat I th ink  w as P a d  A w h ere  

the fu lly  a s s e m b le d  S a tu rn  5 r o c k e t ,  t a l l e r  than  the S tatue of L ib e r ty ,  

w il l  take  off.  One of the b r ie f in g  o f f ic e rs  - -  I  b e l iev e  i t  w as 

R occo  P a t ro n ,  the Launch O p era t io n s  D ir e c to r  - -  took  the  m ic ro p h o n e  

and ex p la ined  to u s ,  d e s c r ib in g  a l l  the c o m p o n e n ts .  The ro c k e t  i t s e l f  

b r ig h t  r e d ,  w eighing  abou t a  h a lf  a  m il l io n  pounds w ithout fuel l ike  

s o m e  u n be lievab le  th u n d e rb o lt  of so m e  im a g in a ry  Zeus and housed  

in  an  e n o rm o u s  cocoon of s t e e l .  And he showed us the b ig  c r a w le r  

t r a n s p o r t e r  - -  the  s iz e  of a  b a s e b a l l  d iam ond - -  th a t  w eighs 5 -1 /2  

m il l io n  pounds and c a r r i e d  the ro c k e t  t ra v e l in g  only  about 1 m ile  an 

h o u r  o v er  an  8 - la n e  ro a d w a y  th a t  is  m an y , m an y  fee t  deep  w ith  the 

(  ̂ h a r d e s t  r o c k  th ey  could f in d .  I th ink  i t  co m e s  f ro m  the  A lab am a

R iv e r  b e d .
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I  a sk e d  w h e re  the  n e a r e s t  c a m e r a s  w e r e .  And he s a id ,  of 

c o u r s e  th e r e  w e re  c a m e r a s  o p e ra te d  by  r e m o te  c o n tro l  f a i r ly  

c lo se  b y .  But a l l  the p r e s s  w e re  s ta t io n e d ,  and he po in ted  to so m e  

ta l l  b le a c h e r s  th a t  looked  lik e  a  foo tba ll  s tad iu m  in the d is ta n c e  

and sa id  th a t  about 500 p r e s s  c o v e re d  the la u n c h in g s .

A lw ays in  the bus  we could see  in  the  d is ta n c e  an e n o rm o u s  

s q u a re  build ing - -  v e r y  w hite  on the  l a n d s c a p e .  J im  Webb to ld  us 

i t  had b een  ca l led  the l a r g e s t  build ing in  the w o r ld .  But th en  h is  

vo ice  in  p a r e n th e s is  he s a id  i t  is  p o s s ib le  the  R u ss ia n s  had b u il t  

a  l a r g e r  on e . At any  r a te  it  is  524 fe e t  h igh . Its  m a in  c o re  hollow 

f ro m  top to  b o t to m . And th a t  so  v a s t  th a t  clouds could fo rm  and 

send  down snow fa ll  o r  r a i n .  Yet the bu ild ing  d id n 't  con ta in  a la rg e  

b low er s y s te m ,  and th e re  is  a  doo r 456 fee t  h igh th ro u g h  w hich 

we w e re  to ld  if  you could  ja c k  up the  United N ations  b uild ing  and 

g e t  i t  on r o l l e r s  i t  would com e ro ll in g  in .  H ere  the com ponents  

of the  th r e e - s t a g e  S a tu rn  5 r o c k e t  and Apollo s p a c e c ra f t  w il l  be 

a s s e m b le d  fo r  the Apollo 8 m is s io n .  T h e re  is  the ro c k e t  and then 

th e re  is  the  sh ip  th a t  the m en  a c tu a l ly  s ta y  in fo r  days and days and 

days. And then  th e re  is  a  l i t t le  bug th a t  d e ta c h e s  i t s e l f  w hen w ithin  

a c e r ta in  d is ta n c e  of the m oon and two m en  ge t in i t  and go down 

and one goes a round  and a ro u n d  in  the  m a in  s h ip ,  h im s e l f  a  s o r t  of
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a  m oon  of the  m o o n .

We w alked  and w alked  and l i s te n e d  and l i s t e n e d .  And m y  

m ind  s ta g g e re d  w ith  the e n o rm ity  of the in fo rm a tio n  I w as try in g  

to take  in .  But two things I r e m e m b e r  v e r y  w e ll  and tha t  i s  I could 

se e  a  w hole g roup  of the pub lic  s tand ing  in th is  veh ic le  a s s e m b ly  

bu ild ing  in a  g la s s -w a l le d  ro o m  being  b r ie fe d  ju s t  as. I  w a s .  And 

I find th a t  v e r y  in te r e s t in g .

And second  - -  and th is  i s  p e rh a p s  to  m e the m o s t  d r a m a t ic  

thing of a l l  - -  th a t  th is  w hole g r e a t  w o rk  has  b een  p u t to g e th e r  in  

abou t 10 y e a r s .  C e r ta in ly  th e r e  w e re  d ecad es  of ex p e r im e n tin g  

a n d  r e s e a r c h  b e f o re .  But th is  v a s t  co m p lex  and the one a t  H ouston 

and  the one a t  H untsv ille  is  the  p ro d u c t  of about 10 y e a r s  - -  of  ju s t  

a  p o r t io n  of the m u sc le  of th is  m ig h ty  c o u n try .

And th en  f in a lly ,  the l a s t  e v e n t .  We w en t down on the ground 

le v e l  of the v eh ic le  a s s e m b ly  build ing  and th e r e  w as a  s m a l l  p la tfo rm  

and ro w s  of s e a ts  out in f ro n t  of us . And w ith  Dr. P a in e  and D r . Debus 

and J im  W ebb and a  s m a l l  g ro u p ,  I s a t  on the  p la t fo rm  and w atched  

the A w ard  C e re m o n y .

D r .  P a in e  gave th em  ou t.  And th e re  w e re  g roup  a c h ie v e m e n t  

a w a rd s  and ex cep tio n a l  s e rv ic e  m e d a l s .  And I w as  a w a re  th a t  I w as

se e in g  a new type of h e ro  on th is  e a r t h .  And i t  w as  a  h igh ly  d ra m a t ic
1

h a lf  h o u r .  No m a t t e r  how m u ch  you a r e  b o m b a rd e d  w ith  e x p e r ie n c e s .
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e m o tio n s ,  in fo rm a tio n  on a t r i p  l ike  th i s ,  th e r e  is  a lw ays a 

s t im u l i  to  w hich  you can  r i s e  w hen i t  is  in ten se  enough.

F in a l ly  i t  w as  t im e  fo r  m y  l i t t le  sp e e c h  w hich  w as c o m p le te ly  

d i f f e re n t  f ro m  anything e l s e  - -  s e n s ib le  and lo w -k e y  and going 

b a c k  to  the n ight of O ctober 4 th ,  '5 7 ,  w hich  is  w h e re  I cam e  in ,  

and w h ich  is  I th ink  one of the  w a te r s h e d s  of t im e  w hen  we h e a rd  

th a t  the  Soviet Sputnik had b een  la u n c h e d .  We w e re  a t the Ranch 

and  Lyndon and I and a  few f r ie n d s  w alked  out down the ro a d  say ing  

nothing fo r  w hat s e e m e d  ag es . The sk y  w as  l ike  v e lv e t  and the 

s t a r s  hung c lo se  l ik e  b r i l l i a n t  d iam onds  a ro u n d  u s .  E a ch  of us 

w as  pon d er in g  w hat the fu tu re  now h e ld .  We had l iv ed  w ith  the 

sk y  a l l  our l i v e s ,  and sudden ly  i t  w as  as  though we had n e v e r  seen  

it  b e f o r e .  Tha t w as our launch ing  p ad ,  s o r t  of sp e a k ,  and the 

P r e p a r e d n e s s  S u b co m m ittee  of the Senate  A rm s  S e rv ic e s  C o m m ittee  

w as  m y  h u sb a n d 's  v e h ic le .  I  r e m e m b e r  the e x c i te m e n t  and the  awe 

th a t  he b ro u g h t  hom e w ith  h im  along w ith  a h eav y  b r i e f  c a s e  to  w o rk  

on the  le g is la t io n  w hich  e s ta b l i s h e d  the N ationa l  A e ro n a u t ic s  and 

Space A d m in is t r a t io n .  T h e re  w e re  m onths  of h a m m e r in g  out a l l  

th o se  le g is la t iv e  s te p s  th a t  m ak e  up a  p r o g r a m .

And so  I t r i e d  to p e r s o n a l iz e  as  indeed  i t  had b een  p e r s o n a l iz e d  

in m y  life  th is  g r e a t  A m e r ic a n  a c h ie v e m e n t  th a t  I w as  se e in g  to d ay .
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And w hen i t  w as  o v e r ,  the v e r y  n ic e s t  th ing  h appened . I w as 

g iven  fo r  the Lyndon B .  Jo h n so n  L i b r a r y  a  m odel of the  ro c k e t  

and a  l / 4 t h  s c a le  m o d e l of the L u n a r  Module on w hich  the two 

m e n  would d escen d  to the m oon  w ith  an  in s c r ip t io n  on i t ,  tha t 

h a i le d ,  "Lyndon B . Jo h n so n 's  v is io n  and le a d e r s h ip  a t  each  

c r u c ia l  s te p  fo rw a rd  f ro m  1957 to  1 9 6 9 ."

And then  i t  w as  a l l  o v e r , and v e r y  t i r e d  we c l im b ed  in to  a  b ig  

c a r .  I  s a id  goodbye to  L y n d a .  She w as going in  a  s e p a ra te  c a r  to 

the  a i r p o r t  and b ack  to W ash in g to n . She looked  v e r y  pa le  - -  a lm o s t
^  r

t r a n s lu c e n t .  A f te r  a l l ,  not u n t i l  Monday w il l  h e r  b ab y  be  a  m on th  

o ld .  T h is  m u s t  h ave b een  an  ex haus ting  t r i p  fo r  h e r .  But I  am  

so  g lad  she took i t  now. It w il l  n e v e r  be the s a m e  a g a in .

This  t im e  I w as r id in g  in  a  b ig  long b la c k  c a r  - -  not the bus  - -  

w ith  G e n e ra l  and M r s .  David Jo n es  who w as  the  head  of P a t r i c k  

H e n ry  A ir  F o r c e  B a s e ,  and D r .  Debus - -  about n ine of us in  a l l .  

S im one , who has  grow n to be one of m y  fa v o r i te  s ta f f  people  and
\

whom I w ill  m is s  so  m u c h ,  engaged  D r .  Debus in  c o n v e r sa t io n  

about the  e a r t h  r e s o u r c e s  s a te l l i t e .  And as  he ta lk ed  - -  and he w as 

a  fa sc in a t in g  t a lk e r  -- my  th o ro u g h ly  s a t ia te d  a b i l i ty  to  r e sp o n d  cam e 

t o  l ife  a g a in .  H e 's  one of the s c ie n t i s t s  f ro m  P e ene m unde  th a t  we

r' had  v i r tu a l ly  k idnapped a f te r  the end of our  w a r  w ith  G e rm a n y .
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Of c o u r s e  one of the  q u es tio n s  th a t  I would l ik e  to have a sk ed  him  

w as  how does i t  fe e l  to  be a G e rm a n  s c ie n t i s t  who had b een  engaged  

in  W o rld  W ar II and th en  find y o u r s e l f  liv ing  in  and w ork ing  fo r  the 

United S t a t e s . And n a tu ra l ly  you d o n 't  a s k  the q u e s t io n .  He is  a  

v e r y  a t t r a c t iv e ,  g en tle , a r t i c u la te ,  im p re s s iv e  m a n .  And w hat he 

ta lk ed  of w as the r e la t io n  of the e a r t h 's  r e s o u r c e s  s a te l l i te  - -  the 

food and c ro p s  and w e a th e r  and m in e ra ls  . And the r e la t io n  of a l l  

th e s e  th ings  to  e a r th  p o p u la tio n .  It w as  fa sc in a t in g  and I thought 

w hat a  sh a m e  th a t  the p r e s s  h a d n 't  h e a rd  th is  t a lk .  And a lm o s t  

s im u lta n e o u s ly ,  Sim one and I b egan  to  p lan  on ge tting  h im  out to 

S u rf  Side co ttage  to b r i e f  so m e  of the p r e s s  on w hat i t  s e e m s  to 

m e  is  the m o s t  w o n d erful ,  the m o s t  s a la b le  a s p e c t  of s p a c e .

My a c tu a l  h o s t  a t  S u rf  Side co ttage  w as G e n e ra l  and M r s .

David J o n e s .  It w as a  s im p le  and in fo rm a l  p la c e ,  r ig h t  on the 

A t la n t ic .  T ig e r  Teague has  b een  te l l in g  m e  about i t  fo r  five y e a r s .  

Only S im one and B e tty  and I w e re  going to  be t h e r e .

We a r r i v e d  a t  5 :30 and I had a b l is s fu l  r e s t  and a  m a s s a g e .

B e tty  has  b een  a  joy  to have along on th is  t r i p . And then  acco rd in g  

to the p lan  we w orked  out, the p r e s s  a r r i v e d  - -  a l l  of the fo re ig n  

p r e s s  - -  about 14 of them  I th ink  th e r e  w e re  and a  pool of two or 

t h r e e  f ro m  our n a tiona l p r e s s  - -  and D r .  and M r s .  P a in e .  D r .  Debus 

i t  tu rn e d  out w as  hosting  a  p a r ty .  And we sp en t  a  w onderfu l  hou r
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a c tu a l ly  ju s t  about the m o s t  f ru i tfu l  of the day  fo r  m e  b e c a u se  our 

m inds  w e re  ex p lo r in g  if not our eyes  - -  over  d r in k s  and seafood 

h o r s  d 'o e u v r e s .  D r . P a in e  to ld  us about the e a r th  r e s o u r c e s  

s a te l l i t e  w ith  a l l  i t s s ta g g e r in g  p r o m is e ,  the g r e a t  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  

and the  g r e a t  p ro b le m s  th a t  i t  opens u p . And w hen i t  cam e  to w e a th e r  

w ith  the p o s s ib le  a b il i ty  to  c o n tro l  the g a th e r in g  of h u m id ity  and 

th e r e fo r e  the fa lling  of r a in ,  I co u ld n 't  he lp  say in g ,  "W ell we on 

the E d w ard s  P la te a u  a r e  s u re  going to  t r y  to  ge t our s h a r e .  And 

w h a t 's  th a t  going to do to  ev e ry b o d y  e lse  ?" And he sm ile d  and s a id ,  

" T h e re  is  enough to go a ro u n d  up t h e r e . "

I  s a id  goodbye to th em  a l l  b y  8:00, c l im b ed  in  b ed ,  had m y  

d in n e r  on a  t r a y  - -  j u s t  B e tty  Chapo w i c k i  and S im one - -  and m y

m ind  ro a m e d  over the v a s t  r a n g e  of the d ay .  And the  funny l i t t le  

p la s t ic  b u sh  th a t  som eone had p lan ted  on the s im u la te d  s u r fa c e  of 

the m oon as  a  jo k e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  m e ,  to  the w o n d erfu l  g rap h ic  

e x p re s s io n  th a t  I had h e a rd  s o m e t im e  du rin g  the day  th a t  we stood 

now a t  a  po in t in h i s to r y  about w h e re  people  w e re  in  1492 w hen 

C olum bus d is c o v e re d  A m e r ic a .  We s tood  r ig h t  a t  the  t h r e s h o l d  

of a  g r e a t  p e r io d  of d i s c o v e ry .

And th en  I p ick ed  up m y  old cop ies  of N a tio n a l  G eo g rap h ic  and 

m y  m in d  ra n g e d  f ro m  s e a  to  sh in ing  s e a ,  f ro m  the A tlan tic  c o a s t  

of Cape Kennedy r ig h t  ou ts ide  m y  co ttage  window to  the  f a r  n o r th w e s t
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P a c if ic  c o a s t  of C a lifo rn ia  w h e re  I would be to m o rro w  n igh t.  And 

f ro m  the  sp a c e sh ip s  of to m o rro w  to the Redwood T re e s  of 2 ,0 0 0  

y e a r s  ag o .  Today  had b een  m a g n if ic e n t ,  and one of the n ic e s t  p a r t s  

a b o u t  i t  w as  th a t  I w as  tu rn in g  out the l ig h t  a t  10:00 b e c a u se  I had 

had  a l l  I  could take  in .
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