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MEMORANDUM OF DEFENSEFOR THE. ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
(INTERNATIO AL SECURITY AFFAIRS) 

Subj: Nuclear Submarine Capability for Netherlands Navy (C) 

We have learned from several sources that we may expect to 
be approached w_ithin a few months by the Netherlands Government 
on the subject of U. S. assistance with the Royal Netherlands avy 

uclear submarine program. 

There is considerable to be said in favor of ·assisting the 
etherlands· in acquiring a nuclear submarine capability. Both JCS 

and NATO force goals call for one SSN. Netherlands submariners 
are highly competent operators of conventional submarines, and tra·n· gl I 
to equal proficiency in nuclear submarines could be undertaken easily. 

e necessary expenditures for a nuclear submarine appear well within 
he capability of the .country, as-part of a recently announced 

program of revised defense spending. 

As you know, there has been a long-standing interest in 
nuclear submarines on the part of the Italians. At the first hint 
in'the newspapers in June that the Netherlands might seek help in 
tis field from the United States the Italian interest came alive 
again. It seems quite possible that a decision to assist t e etherlands 
ad not Italy could have a serious effect on U.S.-Italy relations. 

is could perhaps be ameliorated somewhat by an offer to provide 
assistance .to the government of Italy in some other area of interes~. 
A decision to assist Italy as well as the Netherlands would greatly 
increase the risk of~compromise of valuable information because of 
Italy's looser security control. 

On the other hand, it should be possible to provide i less 
attractive alternative for both the Italians and the Dutch by offering 
to help them with the fundamentals, even to the point of constructing 
a plant or a complete submarine in this country. This plant ancl/or 
submarine could be designed and tailored to preserve for ourselves 

.those characteristics which we have reason to believe the Soviet 
Union does not have. Alternatively, it should be possible to establish 
a time-phased program of nuclear submarine cooperation with the 
Netherlands, and Italy if necessary, in which.the delivery of sensitive 
components would be deferred until the end of a fiv -year period.· 
This would greatly lessen the security risks involved. 
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We Should not fail to consider the capability of France to 
furnish nuclear submarine assistance to the Netherlands during the 
remainder-of the 196O's, or the likelihood that the Netherlands 
might, in fact, turn to France as an alternative source. 

While I ~ealize full well that such alternative plans 
of action might be difficult to accomplish, and would undoubtedly 
meet with considerable resistance, the day may well .come when 
technologie$ comparable to those which we are so carefully preserving 
will be achieved by others. 

The.Chief of Naval Operations has identical views. 

Before any decision is made on this matter, it would be wise 
to obtain the views of Admiral Rickover. By copy of this correspondence, 

dmiral ickover .is requested to submit these views. 

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

CC: VADM H. G. Rickover, USN (Ret.) 

I ' 
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MEMORANDUMFOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 3 SEP 1964 

SUBJECT: US ASSISTANCE WITH THE NETHERLANDS NUCLEAR SUBMAR PROGRAM 

By copy of your memorandum to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
IRternational Security Affairs dated August 21, 1964, you requested my 
views on the subject of US assistance with the Royal Netherlands vy 
nuclear submarine program. 

I am opposed to giving the Netherlands information on US nuclear 
submarines. In accordance with your request, I am forwarding erewi h 
my comment·s on this subject. My views are substantially the same as 
they were in 1960, ~hen the subject of United States aid to the 
Netherlands nuclear submarine program wasput before the Congress. At 
that time ·congress concluded against giving such assistance. 

In view of the interest and responsibility of the Atomic Energy 
Commission in this matter, ·I am sending a copy of your memorandum of 
August 21 and my comments of September 3 to the Chairman, U. S. Atom·c 
Energy Commission. 

/s/ H. G. Rickover 
H. G. Rickover 
Manager, Naval Reactors 
Division of Reactor Development 

Enclosure: 
Comments of Manager, Naval Reactors, USAEC, 

on US Assistance in the Netherlands 
Nuclear Submarine Program 
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C~NTS 'OF MANAGER, NAVAL REACTORS~ USAEC 
ON US ASSISTANCE IN THE NETHERLANDS NUCLEAR 

SUBMARINEPROGRAM 

SUMMARY 
3 SEP 1964 

I am opposed to giv ng the Netherlands information on US nuclear 
submarines. Such assistance would increase the risk of our naval 
nuclear propulsion plant information falling into the hands of the 
Russians, thus increasing the gfave threat of Russian submarines to 
the security 
particularly 
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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

FROM THE DESK OF 
COMMISSIONER 10/9/64
Palfrey 

Mr. Johnson: 

Attached is a copy of 
the revised 2nd page of the 
letter to Senator Anderson. 



ASSISTANT SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

6 OCT 1964 

SIGNED 

John T. 1ei.,;. ugato.a 
Assista ec~etary of Deten~ 
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