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J. Roche, Esq. 

Sir: 

I don t like the way the cable summarized the 

import of Article 7 of the Final Declaration 

myself. I did a lot better in "The Path to 

Vietnam" QV. 

However, it is water way over the dam -- and 

I think rightly so -- to try to s.eparate the 

Final Declaration from the French/DRV agreement. 

Half of the violations we normally cite rest on the 

~inal Declaration, no one would understand that 

subtle a distinction, and the elections provision 

-- interpreted in my seholarly "Path" way, or 

perhaps in any other -- will never be picked up by i 

NVNor haunt us in any way we can't cope with by 

use of the Manila Communi~ue position on reunificati 

So let Saville Davis make a foolish statement 

if he wants. It won't hurt us,and the more we pin 

doves down to free elections, the better. 

WPB 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1968 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY WILLIAM P" BUNDY 

By sheer accident, I had just drafted the enclosed letter to the 
Christian Science Monitor when I came across the enclosed cable" 
I wanted you to clear the letter, and it can perhaps serve as a 
means of clarifying and coordinating our views on the "principles 
of Geneva 1954"" 

The quotation at (A) in your cable is from the "Final Declaration" 11 

(B) is from the actual agreement between the French and the DRV. 

In my judgment, we should not under any circumstances get tied 
in with the "Final Declaration" and I would suggest that ItlRget 
its categories straightened out" 

John Po Roche 

Enclosures 

lEO 
ec . . 

I e t)-l()'o{, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1968 

Dear Sir: 

I have been out of town and only just today had the opportunity 
to read your issue of May 10, 19680 I was, to put it mildly, 
stunned by the inaccuracy of Saville Davis' lead article from 
Paris. Because of the high regard I have for Davis' reportage, 
I suspect that some mistake must have occurred in transmission 
or in editing. 

To be precise, after quoting a "high American official" on the 
prospects for negotiations, the story continues::fs::ith i ± t ). 

The basis for an equitable settlement is 
admittedly present as the conference opens. 
It is free elections in South Vietnam. 

Point No. 7 in the 1954 Geneva Declara­
tion, signed by North and South Vietnam, 
Co"lull.munist China, and the Soviet Union 
among others, reads: 

"The conference declares that ... the 
settlement of political problems ... on the 
basis of respect for the principles of inde­
pendence, unity, and territorial integrity, 
shall permit the Vietnamese people to enjoy 
the fundamental freedoms, guaranteed by 
democratic institutions established as a re-
sult of free general elections by secret ballot. 11 

ExcbanQss s .. 
These were to be held under interna-

tional inspection. Since the Geneva agree­
ments now have been accepted in advance 
by both sides, as a basis for negotiation, it 
appears that an accord is not impossible, 
however difficult to achieve. 
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This statement is incorrect at a number of points: 

1. The only agreements signed at Geneva in 1954 were military 
arrangements between the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
(Hanoi) and the French. 

2. The so called "Final Declaration" was in essence a philo­
sophical postscript which nobody signed. 

3. South Vietnam was not involved in signing anything at Geneva. 

4. Article 7 of the unsigned "Final Declaration" expressed a 
wish for "fundamental freedoms" for the "Vietnamese people." 
Thus, to the extent that this document has any meaning, it 
would involve free elections in North and South Vietnam. 

Therefore, when Davis says that the "basis for an equitable 
settlement is ... free elections in South Vietnam, " he may be 
expressing a personal revelation, but certainly not a historical 
fact. 

The "principle of the 1954 Geneva Agreement" was something quite 
different: It was a territorial settlement of a civil war in which the 
Communists south of the 17th parallel were to "regroup" in the 
North and the non-Communists north of that line regroup in the 
South. 

Two states were thus created in Vietnam - - and, indeed, in 1957 
both were proposed for membership in the United Nations by the 
Soviet Union. 

I am sorry to set these out in such detail, but the mythology of 
Geneva, 1954 has to be examined from time to time by those with 
a concern for mere factso 

Sincerely yours, 

Editor John P. Roche 

Christian Science Monitor Special Consultant to 
the President7 l,forwa y Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 



--------------

arch 7, 1968 

EMO ANDU FOR 

The Pre ide t 

The e closed letter from my £rie d (and yo r ) Irving Kri tol--
ho rot the re art cle in the Time gazine a while back 

defending our role in the cold ar--speaks for itseU. 

I agre completely, nd r ad it to W lt ho aid he ould r op n 
the matter \lith the po k , ho hat to h ve intelligence ateri l 
brought o t. 

Since the f ct that were reading their ail ha e n in the n s-
paper , I se no purpose in holding back material ;vhich can noc 
thi ttcredibility • is ue over the head. 

I urge you to take per o 1 interest in this m tter. 

John P. Roche 

I 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 20, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

This little item should be leaked to the press. 

-f.L 
John P. Roche 
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October 11, 1967 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

I am collecting ammunition for the assault on Emmet John Hughes 
and talked this morning to Henry Kissinger--who has been Governor 
Rockefeller's foreign policy aide for almost a decade. 

Kissinger wasted some government money discussing Hughes' 
character, but after he had his therapy (and I learned a couple 
of new scatological expressions), he told me that he had breakfast 
with Governor Rockefeller yesterday and that the latter:s: 

0 

Ul 
0 

..µ 

1) was outraged by Hughes• behavior; 
~ 

2) taught Kissinger the new scatological expressions which 
had impressed me so much; 

.. 
u 
u 3) has not in any way, shape or form altered his support of 

..0 
Vietnam. 

Kissinger told me this in ''absolute confidence." I assume (knowing 
Henry well) that this means that he has not told more than a dozen 
people, but I would appreciate it if you would cover him if you do any 
backgrounding on the subject. 

John P. Roche 
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1EMORANDUM 

V 
THE \ .HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 1967 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

There were two headlines from the ADA Board and I hardly 
need to suggest to you their relative significance. 

1. "ADA Repudiates Dump-Johnson Movement" 

2. 'Galbraith Flays Administration" 

My associates and I won every structural vote and lost every 
rhetorical one: a trade I will put up with any time. 

Structurally speaking, ADA absolutely banned any support for 
anti-Johnson delegates by chapters or officers of the organiza­
tion. (This o··c:rruled decisions take1J. b7 locals in Torthern 
California and the District.) 

Just to nail it down, we voted to repud~ate ar1y third party efforts. 

vVe ram1ned this realis1n down Rauh' s throat with a frank threat 
by the labor people to walk out and split the organiz.2_:ion ·wide open. 

Rauh had to pay off his nut friends, so he took his revenge in 
Galbraith's windy, slightly precious resolutior... I bounced my 
thirty votes off Galbraith once--jnst to keep him loose--...,ut we 
contented our s e 1 v e s with "hunk e r in g up" 1 e t ting the b r e e z e a '.'.:11.d 
blow on by. It has blown its elf out by no-w. 

The configuration of the 1neeting was interesting. There were 
about 90 mem.bers present. 

About 20 in the nut fringe, 40 in Rauh's center lump, and 30 with 
me. On structure Rauh went with me; on issues, he \vent with 
the nut fringe. __hus v.;e beat the "Dump Johnso:1.:' resolution 76- 2; 
but when I tried tc, clean 1p Galbraith's languagF;J 2.1l I got ,,va~ 31 vntes. 



., 
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Arthur Schlesinger and Richard Goodwin were there, cooing 
like doves, in the Rauh caucus. Schlesinger made a little 
speech about how nice it was to have such unity, in particular 
how nice it was to have me there. I was deeply moved. 

The late Allard K. Lowenstein was left a querulous, bitching, 
pleading casualty. We staked him over the ant hill--even 
Schlesinger and Goodwin helped drive in the stakes- -and left 
him trying to explain to anybody who would listen that he had 
reallywon. He offered his resignation as a Vice Chairman: 
nobody offered either to accept it or reject it. He was ignored. 

In short, the ADA in substance repudiated the Schlesinge1·-Good\vin 
Resolution passed in May, smacked d_own any efforts to use the 
organization to elect anti-Johnson delegates, and said that opposi­
tion should be centered on the peace plank in the national platform. 
This was reinforced by the defeat by at least a· 3-1 majority of a 
resolution that ADA should "explore the possibility of alternative 
candidates"! 

There is now going to be a lovely intestine brawl between the 
peace nuts and the Rauh entourage. I plan to stand {with my 
faithful thirty) on the sidelines and throw some gasoline on the 
fire every time it threatens to die down. 

The first dash of high octane should come shortly via Evans and 
Novak. 

r. 
John P 0 Roche 
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September 26, 

MEMORANDU F R 

The President 

I spent n hour thi morning with Sol S nders, former Far 
Eastern Bure u Chief of U.S. New who is home for a year's 
le ve. S nders w s in Indochina in 1950, was the last western 
correspondent to get out of Hanoi when Ho mov d in, nd h 
been b sed in Saigon for the last dee .de. He is an old per on 1 
friend nd vigorou upporter of United St te policy. 

S nders s y th United St te pres in Vietnam i imply 
de picable--re Uy" ick." He g ve me a number of ex mple 
featuring the New York Times, Washington~• and, hove 
all, the TV networks. 

However, his strongest complaint w bout the current role of 
Barry Zorthian--who i having a priv te fight with CV nd 
consi tently heaps cynic 1 abu e on our performance. Zorthi n 
i , of cour e, the "cynic l top official" who i fe tured in o .. 

u many background torie from Saigon (e.g. • the one on Hileman 
u 

,..a in Newsweek while b ck). 

Sanders y that Zorthi n is "fe tering sore" in the Mi ion 
nd should be removed s r pidly possible. 

John P. oche 

By 



TO: WALT~ 

FROM: W. MARVIN WATSON 
9 / 12/ 6 7 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 196 7 

TO: Marvin Watson 

FROM: Harry McPherson 

0 
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FOR THE 

John Roche 
proponents 
today th?,t 
delegation 
make sense 
I believe it 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 12, 1967 
Tuesday - 11: 15 a .. m .. 

PRESIDENT 

was one of the earliest and most determined 
of the election process in Vietnamo He told me 

he would very much like to be included on the 
going to Thieu's inauguration.. I. think it would 

to send him along; he is an acute observer and 
helps us to have him involved in Vietnar.1. affairs .. 

Harl~erson, Jr. 

t:, 
""-'l:'1> -~ ""~_.,... ... _...::~: .........-'!' ; ___ . « ~,... .... ...·•-- v.--~- ,,~..,.-,-·· / ...........r"·"_1 .......... .-1_~ -'" 
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-
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL / 

Aug. 9, 1967 

MEMO FOR MR. R~ 

Subject; ttached 

It would be useful to me 

feel for acar•enic thinki 

I thi John Roche and I should go; 

he agrees. 

,3J£) 
WJJorden 



MEMORANDUM 
Jtv~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE wJ ~ 
WASHINGTON 

. ( 
~.August 9, 196 7 

1MEMORANDUM FOR 

Walt Rostow 

I took the initiative a few months ago to get a serious conference 
going on the "Future of Freedom in Asia. " 

Bob Scalapino agreed to convene it; we picked about fifteen of 
the best, most responsible Asian scholars (ranging from Reischauer 
to George Taylor in ideological complexion}; got them to agree to a 
common date for the session (a truly remarkable feat!}; booked 
Harriman' s bungelow at Tuxedo; and now (see enclosed letter} it is 
set to go. 

I persuaded Leo Cherne to raise the money and, in return, Freedom 
House collects brownie points as sponsor. 

To a void entanglement in academic politics, I have left the selection 
of those attending entirely to Scalapino. There are some ruffled 
feathers around, but this helps ensure credibility. There are no 
"bureaucrats'1but I think it would be worthwhile, and nice, if Al 
Jenkins attended on an off-the-record basis. If you agree, I will 
see to it. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 27, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Walt R~ 

Bill Jorden and I have discussed the absurdity of sending 
Harold Kaplan off toR&R in Brussels. If they can't find 
any real use for his talents here in Washington, he would be 
the ideal guy to replace Zorro as head of JUSPAO. (In my 
judgment, Zorro has been in the islands too long. Why not 
send him to Brussels?} 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 20, 1967 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

I have learned from one of my British agents that there is 
a real campaign underway to get Harper & Row to postpone 
fall publication of Svetlana Stalin's memoirs in the interest 
of "detente. " 

Allegedly Yuri Zhukov- -the Pravda correspondent- -told Arthur 
Schlesinger that publication would mar the 50th anniversary of 
the Soviet Revolution and play into the hands of the t1 Kremlin 
hawks. t1 It is further alleged that little Arthur raised the issue 
with Ambassador Thompson and with Harper & Row. 

(Zhukov was the guy who started the story that we were about to 
invade North Vietnam which Schlesinger and Goodwin used to 
panic the ADA board into passing that silly resolution.) 

My friend (who covers Schlesinger rather closely and tells me 
he is currently on Onassis' yacht in the Aegean) also said that 
Schlesinger had told friends in England that he (A. M. S. ) and 
Goodwin (with a third gmy I have never heard of named Clark) 
were trying to talk Secretary McNamara into resigning. 

This is all double and triple hearsay, but I have known this man 
for years and he has rarely been wrong--he told me about the 
Profumo scandal months before it became public property. 

Needless to say, I think the ideal way to celebrate the 50th anni­
versary of the Bolshevik Revolution would be to announce the 
defection of Kosygin. I hope our government does not get mixed 
up in such a silly business. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON / 

/ June 21, 1967 

ME·,10 FOR MR. ~~ 
Walt: 

I have been in touch with John 
on this and am looking into it 
further with friends in Virginia. 

pJI) 
WJJorden 



June 6, 1967 

. ..sEC.R:.E.T.:?" 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The resident 

For essentially theological reasons, I have never believed 
that people like to live in dictatorship . The newspapers, 
and the academic commentators, always say that a Nkrumah, 
a Ben Bella, a Sukarno are deeply loved by the masses- ...until 
the day after they are overthrown. 

I believe this is relevant to North Vietnam. We have, I think, 
assumed too readily the popularity of Ho's terror regime. 
Perhaps the time has come to launch a covert political warfare 
attack on Ho's legitimacy. 

This would be a form of escalation and would have to be done 
with great care. The fundamental line should be "Save the 
D.R. V. from the insane military adventurism of Ho and his 
clique." By implication 1 it could be suggested that Ho is a 
Chinese stooge who has refused to accept reasonable peace terms 
supported by the U.S. S. R. at Chinese instikation. 

In short, why not try to turn the knife of Vietnamese nationalism 
against those in Hanoi who continue the suicidal, unnecessary war? 

John P. Roche 

bee: Walt Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority l!L J J7f -Jc/!' 
By M , NARS, Date ~-/CJ-ft/ 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 6, 1967 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

Text: Isaiah 26, 10: "If favor is shown to the wicked, 
he does not learn righteousness; in the land of upright­
ness he deals perversely. 11 

Some years ago I wrote that politics is the art of knowing when 
not to compromise. Listening to McCloskey yesterday, and 
reading the State Department's Staff Summary today, I was 
appalled to realize that there is real underground sentiment 
for kissing some Arab backsides. 

This is, in m.y judgment, worse than unprincipled--it is stupid. 
(And my pro-Israeli convictions are irrelevant to this point--I 
took exactly the same position on Castro and Nkrumah.} 

The Arabs have to hate us--and the rougher the Israelis are on 
them, the more they will hate us NO MATTER WHAT WE DO. 

- -They must create the myth that the United States, not 
Israel singlehanded, clobbered them. 

The net consequence of trying to II sweet-talk" the Arabs is that 
they have contempt for us - - and we alienate Jewish support in 
the United States. 

I am not suggesting for one second that our Middle Eastern policy 
should be determined in terms of domestic political considerations. 

But there is no reason why we shouldn't collect the domestic bonus 
that will fall in our lap for following a sound policy. 

Which brings us back to a question once (perhaps erroneously} 
attributed to you: "Whose State Department is it?" 

Johh~oche 



April 7 • 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Marvin Watson 

This puts the ball back in omney's court. He obviously thinks 
that 0 peace with amnestyn is his great contribution to the Vietnam 
debate. It is, of course, the same as the "National Reconciliation° 
progr m we have been pushing. 

His peech is going to land with dull, mushy thud. Let• s not do 
anything by ay of publicizing it. 

John P. Roche 



I want to ex res• my great pleasure at Governor Romneyr • 

stron endorsem nt of the Adminl•tration• e position on Vietn m. 

It ia particul .rly hea.rtwa.rming that the Governor baa 

refused to permit the ar to become an iaaue between him and the 

Pr !dent. As h s ya, 

''The ~anoi l aders may holding out in the desperate 

hope tha.t .America will tir .of the etrugglo, that our 

urpo e will falter, that disillusionment and discord 

h re at home will somehow induce 11s to bandon ou.r 

£den.de and dishonor ou.r commitmeate by pulling back 

or pulling out 

"Tb t i ! 1 hope ...-an I for one will not contt ibtte 

to it. I have repe tedly said that 1 wlll n ither give 

encouragtmlent to Hanoi's aggre•sive course, nor 

under.mine our President n inc .re eff rts to bring 

pe c to Vietn m. " 

A care!ul reading of Romn y' • speech indicate• bis full 

acceptance of the following fundam ntals o! Adminlst.rati.on policy. 

1. nit la unt ink ble that the Unit d States will withdraw 

from Vietna,m. tt 

https://Adminlst.rati.on
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2 

2. "ma ive military e c 1 ion. • . is temptin but wron ° 

"Viet d not ta d y its U in int rn tloo, l 

, fI l.rs. u 

4. "Our military £fort must ucceed. I b liev that we 

ust milit ry Io c n .ce ry to reduc or cut off 

th flow of rn d sup lie from. Nor"tb Viet, m. to knoe , 

ou.t enemy mal-n force units, nd to p.rovide military 

1d £or th outb. We mu t give ouz 11nt fighting 

m 

5. 0 
WtD mu,st tand bntnovably ag inst, 11pre su..res 

which would prectu a. ju t peae . u 

6. 'Th ov rrun nt of South Vletn rn uld be wit Ung 

'p ac with amne ty• [ where J all citisen:s 

would be allowed to particip te in the poUtlc l proeese • 

provi th y bid by the · roundrule . " 

7. "The Uni e St te ie th mo t pow~rful n tion th wort 

h ,sever en. But we . .re not otnn.ipote t. " 

8. "Th •oth r ar' ls prim rily th. tr {th Vietn me 

g v rmnent• J .n 

9. "Americ ts major objective nd contribution mu t b 

ju t pe ce. u 
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10. u at us get on with the ta k. Let us be r ady to 

move our d.re ms and aur b Uef in freedom from the 

dr wing boards to the confer nee table. " 

There are a few minor difference of oplnion(for inetance. 

with Pr eld nt Et enhower's eresent views on our commitment). 

few confusblg atat m nts tnVietnam ls a name that boxes tbe 

compaes "), and.a here and ther , he threw a p rtis n rnor 

to his lions. 

But in ov r 11terms the Governor dese ve the gratitude 

of the Ame.dean people for maintaining our great tradition that 

"politics stop at thE-! w ter'e edge. u 

l 



r L- 1 1'- vY-- /o/ z.~­

T o S/S - /y\A-,. rwaJ.,~ 

C0:WFIDENTI ATI 
y/1>/I,? 

TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 5 
FOR LABOR ATTACHE FROM JOHN ROCHE 

Vietniks are working hard in American labor unions to 
undermine the position of the AFL-CIA in support of 
United States policy. 

It would be extremely useful to our friends in the trade 
union movement if the CVT would address an appeal for support 
to the American unions, thanking United States for aid to free 
trade unionism in Vietnam and urging continued defense of 
fundamental freedoms denied under Communist dictatorship. 

D 
E. 

. /Hite. D7-L/_ 
;..,,,t. ,,,;)j .. /) 7 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

When the attached letter appeared, I was denounced for- -of 
all things - - "covert anti-Semitism. 11 

However, I still stand by the sentiments--including a fortiori 
the last paragraph. 

\~L 
John P. Roche 



xplore 
s 

To THE EDITOR: 

Only a paranoid would con­
fuse Chin0, 0 Communist in­
tentions with Chinese Commu­
nist ·apabilities-at least in 
1965-but it is extremely 
important for us to realize the 
comprC:hensive nature of their 
ambitions. Fortunately the 

. Red Chin.3sc leadership is ex­
tremely frank. They have 
det~ifed their historical agenda 
-an in a fashion such as to 
demonstrate the patent 
absurdity of treating the -Viet­
namese action as a simple, 
local "civil war." 

On Sept. 5 in Damascus, for 
example, Marshal Chen Yi con­
veyed to hi hosts of the Syrian 
Arab epubUc the full support 
of Red China in the Arab 
campaign to extirpate Israel. 

"The Chinese Peoples Repub­
lic and the Syrian Arab Repub­
lic," he stated, "will coop­
erate . . . in support of the 
struggle of peoples in Viet­
nam, Congo, the Dominican 
Republic, and the people of 
Palestine in their opposition to 
imperialist aggressions, the 
protection of national inc, 
pendence, and act~on to achi vc 
the rights of Le people." He 
added that "the attitudes of the 
Syrian "..rab Republic and 
Ohina are identical in fighting 
imperialism 1-nd ~olm,.alisi:n." 

' tt•._l cs i en' ic:~ ' 
T c Da.m,::; ·us paper Ath­

'l'hawraw 01: Sept. 8 clarifi d 
whatever amb1g,11tics Chen Yi's 
statement might have con­
taine . "China's attitude in 
backinrr the P:::.:e tinian Arabs' 
ri;:;·ht;, .;:. t e occupied land an 
in considering the Zionist occu­
pation ;_1art o the inperialist 
presence and an ,1gg essive 
base which must be eradicated 
and destroyed is identical to 
the attitude of revolutionary 
Syria tovrards the question of 

the revolution ry Vietnamese 
people, who are exposed to the 
worst types of An €':rican in­
perialist aggression . . . The 
two attitudes-the Chinese 
attiLude towar the Palestinian 
question and the c..,," '1 ,, ~c tncle 
towa ·d the Victnan1.:!:i0 ql,c , ... m 
-express in form and oontent 
the nature of Syrian-Chinese 
relations." 

The defense of L c autonomy 
of 3out I Viet am may b~ a 
"dirty little war," but it must 
be understood in the context of 
a worldwide pattern of aggres­
sion employing "national libe­
ration movements" 3.l'ld guer­
rilla \varfare. Like the Viet­
cong, a "Palestine Liberation 
Fr,ont" could be largely com­
pos~l of authe tic loca~ tyr, -,, 
Palestinian Arab refugees; like 
the Vietcong, they would un­
questionably have their own 
priyate scores to settle, in this 
case with the Israelis; but the 
fact remains • that the "civil 
war" they might initiate 
would be fm an, 1tally at the 
service of a for0ign ooalition 
dedicated to the cstruction of 
freedom. 

With all due respect to my 
friends in the peace-in-Viet­
nam ambiance, I would hol,e 
that our response to such a 
threat to Israel would echo 
our commitment to defend the 
integrity of South Vietnam. 

JOHN P. ROCHE 
" Brandeis University 

~valtham. Mass. 
'Sept. 16, 1965 

(Pl'ofessor Roche wa.s na­
tional ohairma,n of Aniericans 
for Democratic A.ction from 
1962 to 1965.) 
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MEMORANDUM· 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 16, 196 7 

---S.EGRE'P 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Walt Rostow 

The enclosed from Lodge's weekly disturbs me. 

In Jne sen~e, it is hilarious. Can one conceive of an average 
of last year's "reasonable assumptions" reflecting contemporary 
"monthly variations"? 

What is serious is that if this formula got to the press, it would 
reinforce the "credibili gap 1

' and play right into the hands of 
those critics who asse t that all statistics on Vietnarn a.re cooked. 

J1 P. Roche 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority ·NLJ - - ":")S JI 

By ~ , NAP.S, Date...lll;,,,~_,____,...,.,.,. 



• D.b.CLASSIFIED 

Authority JJLJ /'- I~ . 

By M---4! ~ NARS,Date. Jc).-~'7- J> 

6EGRE'f' - NOBIS 

Comment: 

The above illustrates 
velopment teams to consolidate 
achieved by the military. Clearly 
and will be worth all that it has 
it, our military successes might 
explains attacks on revolutionary 
in paragraphs below. 

- 6 -

the need of the revolutionary de­
and make durable the results 

this concept is proving itself 
cost in money and trouble. Without 

be mere flashes in the pan. This 
development teams described 

,/ Another interesting item in Mr. Hart's study is the 
mention cf an alleged falling off d Viet Cong recruitment. I, 

'( 
th.srefore! asked Mr. Hart how it was that MACV's figure of 
7,000 young males being irnpressed into the Viet Cong continues 
to f;t-J ..nd without change. 

The answer was: 

11MACV's estim2.te/ 
figure revised monthly on the 
enough information available 
such an estimate. The figure 
the basis of some reasonable 
of 82,840 Viet Cong recruited 

7,000. This 
absence of 
month. By 

by 12, gives 

In my 
spoke of the 

He said that 
was possible 
but that they 
terror and 
any good as 
psychological 

All of 

a monthly average 

of 7,000 a month is not a current 
basis of new evidence. There is not 

on a monthly basis on which 
is calculated from limited 

assumptions, \Yhich gives a 
in South Vietnam in 1966. 

of 6, 90 3, v,:hich is rounded 
monthly average is projected into this year 

sufficient data to make a specific ne\v estimate 
its very natur·e, it does not show monthly 

last meeting 
great headway 

Yet, my American military 
in Viet Cong impressment 

with Ky, I said that one of 
being made against th8 
advisers said there was 

of yoU:.7.g males.· I asked 
Ky·how he reconciled these two apparen~ly contradictory 

variations." 

my advisers 
"hard cores~,: 

i:o diminution 
Pr-irn.e 

he thought both statements rnig~t be correct 
for 7,000 yo. ..~ng males to be impressed every 
\Vere impressed - - not re.c:ruited voluntarily 

to base 
data on 
figure 
Division 

to 
in the 

of each J 

Minister 
statements. 
-- that i~ 

month, 
- - by 

constraint. They \\·ould, therefore, said Ky, never be 
guerrilla fighters. There is probably a good deal of 

truth in this. 

the above indicated to rr ... e that so:::7'.Le changes are u:1.de :­
\,·ay, b 1..::.t \".:e are not yet able to T~easure the:::r1 accurately. A . .1.~d, 
while it appea..rs to be reflected ir ... more open roads 1 it has not rE:­
flected itself in greater safety for local law er ..forcement officials. 
I have ne\·~~r seen a subject \vhich rr.ore stubbornly resists our 
search for truth. 

--SE:C:RET NOP:3 

https://so:::7'.Le
https://estim2.te
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May 1, 1967@ 

MEMOR NDU F 

The 

an rticle 
i 

Yo y rec 1 Prof eor S uel H. Be r of r rd 
y pr dee aao.r • Chairman of A. D. . w o 

th r faznoua lett r to 11 D moc tic Conventi n d 
1960. 

1 

a writt n not r letter to eome uy ho la r ring 
o "Th Int l ectu la nd Vietnam u and it is really 

e ocument. (encl e d) 

kly et t th r l ut of th B b Ke nedy 
lmmen ely l debt d t for t e candor 

r r 

B r 
d I am 

t p 

John P. oche 
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,,;c;, Yo ·k, Ucw Yo~~~ .i..O024 

'"fhailks: ·fc,ft' you'i' le·t '~., , ~ the .2.3rdo 

~ou as~ed m,1-v· eW® (} . · ·~ .. :a.Ltl., .l par'fr;;ed coarp~ 
lth tM d~inis~r~li n 5~ tJ.me s~~o I~ th~~ lni 

of l9G5 \' 9 p:, rs J.ed tha.t ~ • o ckl d • :h :1•b 2d:fi 
the · nlttA1l 200})ooo tro ps E e»t ~r t~et nex~ , a~,. 
~howedt h t w h d m de a ·e:~~ tlif&scatc!th~t' Oflo Thtf 

emy s much oughe tllan ~ • s .)~ .: n 
As a j lt t~ !2 ·th~ s:? tan~ib1 a: , 

• ta· gl bl ha .s t-~en t the r 1nt he • -thet t e-.ia;h 
i.,h nefl ts tk t t r, Ur. .. •o ~ the world c uld. ~pect 
to weallze f-~~ tt~ co· llnuation a tn pre~ t~ or a 
high ru leT 1 o int ns~tyo 

r r~ et tha~ "»~ ~ e n ~ he ~ble 1 ··n ~ili 
• ~l't vlct Yo Fe:rhaJ,, w~ h@ ~ done .nou.gh ·to a h{e-ve o 
ma· n ~can., 1 eo, a stabl . tbleaefll: f) ,ote tt,1ng scm 

ll- n~ f ~eop :n South ·et~Ua~ oooha ~fiS a MU~ 
n.i sk ~l-me impo~ · upon U1ee:t21\., r am sttepe1.caF.. u:J:i 
c. nc s ~ ~ettln~ tibe thee s'de ~one o~ia~e~ • ltf 1~ 

• q 1te r;o~s;lble -for lns~itlce, tha~ if w; cwe.e ttl ~Sop • 
b.'MlblM t~e l"·t''h ~e, th • "51de w u-ld mali{e n ~·eally 
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_ c, oYl-e eften t~J,{es risks nd 'iY:Jaysu· ~:t:'lo~~e2) fr 
·h~ sa~e of a. possible~ • S1w 
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) i\1E~10RANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON //-·- I
I, 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

The other day you asked me about z. K. Brzenzinski, 
Professor of Government at Columbia University, who is 
currently on the Policy Planning Staff at State. 

I told you that I consider Zbig one of the sharpest, toughest­
minded "intellectuals" {if I dare use that word!) in the countryo 

. Recently he sent me a memo he prepared on detente which I 
think is cogent and wise--it is enclosed. 

As you suggested, I will try to find a good time to get him 
in to see you. 

I 

DECLASSIFl ED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

By.jt. , NARA, Oatet0•to,o~ 

I 



DEPARTl\-fE~T OF STATE 

PoLICY PLAXNDrG CouxcrL 

WASHINGTO 

SECRE'f 

MEMORANDUM April 13, 1967 

FROM: S/P - Z. Brzezinski 

SUBJECT: The US--the Soviet Union--and Detente 

It is my view that the Soviet leadership has concluded 
that the United States is so eager for a detente that 
the Soviet Union can afford to pursue with impunity a 
relatively hard-nosed, conserv~tive foreign policy, 
without jeopardizing those aspects of detente that are 
in the Soviet interest. The effect is to reduce Soviet 
willingness to seek genuine accommodation. 

US Policy From the Soviet Perspective: 

From the Soviet point of view, the war in Vietnam appears 
to have increased US eagerness to cultivate cooperative 
relations with the Soviet Union. This condition, Soviet 
leaders might reason, can be exploited to stimulate 
European f~ars of US-Soviet "complicity". At the same 
time, it reduces the pressures on the Soviet Union to 
accommodate with the West which otherwise the Sino~Soviet 
dispute might have generated. 

The Vietnamese war--even though it creates risks--has thus 
some very definite advantages for the Soviet Union. It 
gives the Soviet Union a free hand for a policy of divid­
ing the Europeans from the United States and of isolating 
China, while at the same time remaining the object of US 
efforts to improve US-Soviet relations. 

Indeed, a Soviet policy-maker might well conclude that the 
present US posture gives the Soviet Union maximum opportu­
nity to have its cake and eat it too: 

• DECLASSIFIED 
.0. 13292, Sec 3.5 -SECRET -

A'Ac. 07· 3 
ARA, Date I>·:,.8-l>7 
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1. The appearance of intensive US cultivation of 
the Soviet Union (ranging from the NPT to the handling 
of the Svetlana. Stalin case) stimulates fears in Europe 
of US-Soviet condominium; 

2. The probability of US military disengagement 
from Europe reawakens European security fears; 

3. Extensive US involvement in Asia. ties down US 
military and fiscal resources, it makes the US less 
inclined to become involved in an arms race with the 
Soviet Union, and it reduces the US capacity for domestic 
reforms and foreign aid; 

4. Continued US hostility towards China keeps a.live 
the possibility of a. US-Chinese conflict, thereby deflect­
ing in part Chinese hostility from the Soviet Union. 

Soviet Policy: 

To exploit the US posture as the Soviets see it, the 
Soviet Union need not make any basic sacrifices or changes 
in its policy. It suffices to make occasional peaceful 
noises a.bout Vietnam, while providing North Vietnam with 
sufficient aid to keep the war going; to reach those 
agreements with the US that a.re in Soviet interest; to 
keep the door a.jar to other agreements that the US desires 
but for which the Soviet Union is not ready; to engage in 
bilateral negotiations with the West Europeans, thereby 
stimulating a. Western rivalry in detente. 

Recommendation: 

-- That in our public posture, without diluting the 
basic policy of peaceful engagement as outlined by the 
President in his October 7th speech, we lay greater emphasis 
on the Soviet stake in a US-Soviet and Ea.st-West detente 
and on the negative consequences for the Soviet Union of 
negative Soviet responses to our efforts to improve 
relations; 

~ 



3 Sl!CKET-

-- that we indicate publicly our suspicion that the 
Soviet Union wishes to keep alive the Vietnamese war for 
its own selfish motives and that it is this Soviet 
unwillingness to promote a peaceful settlement--and not 
the war itself--that is the real obstacle to detente; 

that we adopt a posture of ambiguity towards China 
(through such indirect acts as suggesting a shift of the 
US-Chinese talks from Warsaw to a more secluded venue); 

-- that in East-West initiatives we lay greater stress 
on multilateral forms of cooperation and not on bilateral 
US-Soviet relations. 

S/P:ZBrzezinski:lm 4/13/67 

-&EeRET-



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

My hypothesis about Ho's curious behavior received some 
fortification this morning when the enclosed AIR GRAM 
came in from Bill Sullivano 

i-L 
John P. Roche 
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FROM Amembassy VIENTIANE DATE: March 15, 1967 

INT LAB TA F~ 
SUBJECT : Remarks of Soviet First Secretary to French Newsman re 

Viet Nam
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FOR RM USE ONLY 

IIANDLING INDICl\lUI! 

SAIGON, cINCPAc 

There is enclosed a memorandum of conversation between an Embassy 
officer and Michel BORRI, an Italian national who is resident correspondent 
for Le Figaro, concerning Borri; s recent conversation with Soviet First 
Secretary Georges N. Davydov" during which Davydov made some interes­
ting remarks about Laos, Viet Nam, and Soviet policy. Borri is a staunch 
anti-Communist who is a reliable reporter. Davydov is one of the more 
congenial and communicative members of the Soviet Embassy in Laos. 

SULLIVAN 

v}\~ 
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As stated 
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Enclosure No. 1 
Vientiane's A-233 

1LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVEKSATION 

Recent Conversation with Soviet First SecretarySUBJECT: 

Michel BORRI, Correspondent for Le FigaroPARTICIPANTS: 
Mark S. Pratt, Political Officer, Embassy Vientiane 

PLACE 8. DATE: Vientiane, March 13, 19 6 7 

1. Borri said he had a long conversation with Georges Davydov, First 
Secretary at the USSR Embassy, about the situation in Viet Nam and Laos. 
Davydov said that recently the Chinese had insisted on putting on a demon­
stration of the overseas Chinese in Hanoi in front of the USSR Embassy. The 
DRV Foreign Ministry called a press conference at the Foreign Ministry for 
the same time as the demonstration so that all the journalists would be tied 
up there and would not be able to cover-= or even to know about -- the 

demonstration. 

2. Davydov said that there was a struggle going on among the leaders of 
the Lao Dong (and also the NLHS), and the pro-Chinese group was gradually 
losing out. This would not take place overnight, but would be a slow process. 
It was obvious to most of the DRV1 s. leaders now that China was not able to 
provide massi e aid 

1 
and also that the Americans were not a paper tiger which 

one could bait as one liked The Soviet Union was also not prepared to under­g 

write any adventurous policy on their part as they had made clear to the DRV 
years ago. It was not the USSR which had suggested the direct confrontation 
with the US, and the DRV could not expect the USSR to underwrite such a 
Chinese-type policy. The gradual elimination of these pro-Chinese elements 
would permit a gradual move towards a more reasonable accommodation with 

reality. 

3. Davydov used as one illustration of the change in Hanoi the behavior of 
the DRV Charg~. When the Chinese Ambassador was leaving for his cultural 
revolution i.n Peking, there was a reception at which they were all pre0ent. 
The DRV Charg~ greeted the Russians warmly, and he was subsequently 
severely attacked by the Chinese for doing so. He turned a deaf ear. This 
showed to Davydov that the CPR was very concerned to see the North Vietnamese 
moving closer to the USSR, and i.n turn the North Vietnamese were prepared to 
risk the displeasure of Peking as they turned towards the USSR. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MEMORANDUM ;1 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 2 7, 19 6 7 

~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

I have been following the negotiation sequence very closely and 
have reached the conclusion that we are no longer fighting a 
"war" in Vietnam-ewe are fighting a "negotiation" 11 

This is not intended as a cute play on words ..... on the contrary, 
it has serious consequences for American policy. 

At the risk of boring you, let me set out the assumptions on 
which this is based: 

1. Ho Chi Minh is not just a radical nationalist like Toure, 
Castro, or Sukarno. He is a dedicated Leninist, the last of the 
fir st generation of the Communist International. 

2. He is therefore not a simple-minded Vietnamese 
chauvinist who, for example, will "not negotiate under pressure. 11 

I was in the Air Force too long to believe all I read about the effec­
tiveness of bombing. But the view that Ho will not negotiate until 
we stop bombing is nonsense. 

- -it might be true of Castro, who is basically a romantic 
Latin fascist, a "petty-bourgeois sentimentalist" in Communist 
jargon; 

--but Ho--like Lenin at the time of Brest-Litovsk--would 
negotiate in cold blood for whatever goals he considers realistic- -
even if bombs were coming down his chimney. 

3. The behavior of a dedicated, intelligent Leninist is 
highly predictable. I never doubted that Khrushchev would pull 
the missiles out of Cuba in October 1962 (see my letter to the then 
Senator Humphrey at Tab A). 

DECLA SIFTED 
L.:; 'f-1~8'Authority 

By ~ , 1 ·I .. RS, Date 
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4o A good Leninist looks on the use of force as merely a 
ovariety of politics He never adopts an inflexible "unconditional 

surrender" position, but is always ready to alter the timetable if 
the costs of overt aggression become too high. 

50 On the basis of various statements that have been emerging 
from Hanoi over the past six months, as well as articles in Hoc Tap, 
and other Communist organs in Hanoi, I am convinced that Ho knows 
that the road to victory in South Vietnam by overt aggression is closed. 

6. He is therefore willing to shift from overt war to negotia­
tions, with the latter in no way compromising his determination to 
someday "unify" Vietnamo Negotiations are a weapons system at 
which Ho is an expert (see his performance between the French and 
the Chinats from 1946-49 or his 1949-53 moves with the French)o 

7. This willingness to shift gears created trouble for Lenin 
and has undoubtedly created internal difficulties for Ho. My guess 
is that he released the exchange of letters to show the hard-liners 
he is still tougho There is probably a "negotiate-now" faction in 
Hanoi and he rhetorically disassociated himself from themo 

80 But the real issue is Ho's authority: his capacity to 
free himself from factional control and be completely "opportunist"--in 
Lenin's use of the word, i.e., maintain the right to seize the utilize 
any opportunity that arises o 

9. Assuming that Ho has adopted a tactic of negotiation 
(no Leninist looks on negotiations as valuable in themselves), but 
does not think now is the time to move, the release of the exchange 
of letters makes sense in terms of maintaining his freedom of 
maneuver. 

10. Under what circumstances can we expect him to actually 
implement this tactic of negotiation? 

At the worst possible time in terms of American internal unity- -
say on September 1, 1968. Recall that in dealing with the French in 
1953, Ho waited until France was in a state of almost total political 
chaos over the European Defense Community to float his offer to 
negotiateo 
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1 L What this comes down to is a rejection of the newspaper 
view that Hanoi is full of parochial primitives who do not "understand 
the United States. 11 

Let us rather assume: 

1) That they know exactly what they are doing; 

2) That they are now out to win a negotiation; 

3} That they recall both Panmunjon and two Genevas; 

4) That they believe their maximum retrieval can be 
accomplished when the American people are really hurting and 
have a chance to bring real pres sure directly on the presidential 
election; 

5} That their present "insane" military operations are designed 
not to "win" the war, or to cut I Corps off from the rest of Vietnam, 
but simply to kill more Americans at whatever cost in North Vietnamese. 
To a dedicated old Bolshevik a weekly headline in the Times "U.S. Deaths 
Reach New All Time High" is worth 5, 000 dead peasants from the PA VNi. 

6} That, in short, Ho is not counting on the peaceniks but on 
the isolationists in the United States and believes (correctly) that 
coffins are more significant propaganda than leafletso And he also 
believes that we will not invade, really destroy, or try to liberate 
the DR V, so he can outwait us in his political sanctuary o 

12. This is getting too long, and it may be fantasy, but I 
think we have to be prepared for such a contingency. In practice, 
it is not enough to have Governor Harriman ready to sit down 
anywhere, any time. The key question is "What is he going to say? 11 

Suppose, sometime next year, Ho surfaces with a "Laotian solutionrr? 
(Recent captured documents hint at this possibility- - see Tab B. ) Are 
we prepared to go for the principle of tripartite rule in SVN? Tripart­
ism was a phony in Laos from the moment the 1962 agreement was 
signed, but it covered a de facto military partition which we and the 
Communists were prepared to live with. 
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When we say, therefore.,that we are willing to go back to the 1962 
Geneva agreement, we mean neutralization under great power 
guarantees, a stabilization. 

But suppose Ho says, in the middle of a presidential campaign: 
1111 Fine, let's apply the 1962 Geneva principle to South Vietnamo 

The pressure to accept would be enormous, but acceptance would 
mean II coalition government" in Saigon., legitimation of the NLF., and 
break the back of our moral/military commitmento 

Which, finally., accounts for the Saigon reaction to Ambassador 
Bunker. The South Vietnamese leaders are no dumber than those 
in Hanoi and they have good memories. They have seen the gallows 
(to paraphrase Dr. Johnson) and it has most wonderfully clarified 
their thoughto 

If you put yourself in Ky's shoes, and listened to some of your 
advisors relate matters of recent history in Asia, Ellsworth Bunker 
could easily be seen as the man who implemented Bobby Kennedy's 
policy of "appeasement" of Sukarno. 

You would then probably ask the question: "Bobby Kennedy has come 
out for 'coalition.,' Harriman was the architect of Laos., 1962., where 
does Bunker stand? 11 

And you might well lie awake nights worrying about the "inscrutable 
Americans. '' 

(L
John P .. Roche 
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5643 So~t~ Dorc~e~ter 
ChicaJo 37, Tllino~s 

Dear Joh:l: 

I welcofiled your letter on t::1e Cuban si tuc. tion. I an 
on the ru:i, tr.ri:1,~· to get to ny :U.t:~xtc2.D:paic:i □eetinG, so th ....t 
all I C2.!1 do now is to acl:nowled_je it. 

I 
o\J! 

-It see:ns t~at the ::.;encral tl csis of yoz lctt2r i:as bee:i 
verifiec:.. Kh.r· 1 shc1 ev did 02.d: u , but t;J.c -- eside:1.t r.~de it 
possible :or ni:1 to do so by nm~ scalL.--ic; !C1-ustchev in a co:::-:ic_... 

We ne ~d to ta1:~, but I ar. he.....d press2"' ~or ti::ie at t.1e 
mowcnt. .:o;.rr advice is cr..:.c"i.1D.T':::'ecie.ted ::.n. I sa:::-c.ly welco:-:i.r2 
it. 

Sincerely, 

https://welco:-:i.r2
https://sa:::-c.ly
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Personal 

CTION 
Senator Hubert Huophrey, 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington 25,.D.C. October 25, 19~2 

Dear Ruberta 

I have rofrained fro~ putting out~ stateoent on tie Cub~n 
crisis fo-::: mo reasons I first, sine t"1e night after t.ue Cz ell 2-,.ot7?.J 
uh..,n I lay a ;a! e in a. sr:eat, I h ve kno-m:a-t' at soon__. or ln.t ....r t 11is 
oon:f'rontation was in the cards; and, seccr· , b caus I ve ~m con-
vinced for a. deca o that K,u:-us chev has nl ·'t ta.< n us seriously. (You 
rsJay have seen r:i.y letter to the ·[ r:10 on "too liberal to fis ..t" 
crack) Hcnev r, I would like to ass on vier;s to you in t ..1e o!. 
t at if you find the useful you will pa.._.s ·them furt er. 

got to reoe~wer is ta has 
never been e 1 ate ~rlyin 0 vi , ity of our to 
f:reedoQ. S aJ.in e;ot st old by Trur1-<n and Dean l~ 
Khru.s ... c11ev cane in uri c;.1.)11a"Gonic~e.rs of ATJ3ri 1.--:y 

tl1at it too:{: t b. st • • ut fiv0 . eD to size 
1p az a d p les as rici "'n 1 £'"'·• .. da'";21nt lly 

is oriento:tio f it ca.E s • co..:;o o:r:· 
1c ve Grlin d uelc. rec4 Dullea' 
2-c s tri JS to _ rin:~ in t 
it ms prob!:I .. 1~,r !1077:3 to in. So r:~ e J:;>.!J~ doll 
alli~"1C<ds, K 1rtw~1chev too_c off on t .::.venin~ uho.ilB of 
as if .e ~ere alon in t_ e p wer 1 he Uc ""'J. 

01~ t o Soviets have no G ttcr ru" .. a_ t:ng Co:1,le ....., a--i o n· ro -ted y 
a stone. all tney m.11, I .El convi ,c ... , ""'e: up. In the com: ~e CJ.c}~ir1.:; 
up, t_1ey will let fly ferocious io_preca.ti .ns. J31t ?1u-us!..l.cnev n,-:.·,, r 
before ht=i,~ t_iis e ucational ex:;3rionc an_ it is ,:;oinE., to b 
hit:1 to cr2.wl ba.c .. ~ I ho~-- r1a tlll r:~ e .. 11. 
(tJOS boy~ ta!-e rhc oric fur □ ore lo 

The r ...aso?l I e p!1 ,...ize is is t_a; JP!C S')e~e t r ,a'"' 
to the uil -~? just ns id tot ste 1 price rise. 
to feel an Ar. erican boy's se:w of fu:ry einu do .. -c • 
I ( for instnn~c )-.10 ld t2....:eit for grant"' v -

c

an p..t.a t ..., sis. At t.2is :;oint, I d 
to ru':J , c 1 v' s nose in his 1 1le eot ca ~ :~o.s GO L, 

1c.n if ol~ _r, off t o b var· o t _ _- '1'-es so 
... r pl...,, c c..res u\.. 'O....:.ti r20-tJ ..... 

enfo~c~u y tion t OJJrR i it is theJ 

qt:.~rCl ~tine, uloxy o~ ~- navy, t:.:.,3:f:;·~in eoscL ti .Li c., 

. is is o.. i· ·ic, u I h c 
!'.'I~ I 7 s relioY to ... ....._:n th~ ea 1r.::.' 

011 the _iel -1. T do tic0 fo_ on-t~_o .. -job traini.1~. 
Yo"~C" 

Jo".,-,.,
An Independent Liber 0 r g a n i z a t t d7f 

https://io_preca.ti
https://SP"C.'.LS


----
--- ---·-~-·I. ~---· --·~------- -.- ....- --- .......'J -----· - -_,,;., __.... ___.:,._,) 

I 
,,,,. 

'I ..-0 

, THE NEW 
1---
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I· 

'Too Libcn:.l to Fin-ht'
0 

1 

; Soviets Believed Confident That We 
• Will Not Strike First 

'T0THEEDIT0noFTIU?-l'EWY0nKTDn:s: 

No recent pronouncement of Khru­
shchev's has struck me so ominously 

• ; as his casual remark to Ro bcrt Frost 
1tl_1at the Americans ·arc "too liberal 
f to fight." As you quite rightly ·point­
ed out in your Sept. 15 editorial, this 
could indicate that the Soviet Pre­
mier is engaged in the same enone­
.ous process of underestimating the 
vitality of dcmoc·ratic societies which· 
led Hitler to his fatal miscalcula­
tions. '\ ' 

It alsq lends strong support to the 
(position which a number of us have 
•taken over the years that Soviet 
. policies toward the West are based 
on cold calcuJation rather than on 

''fear. The Soviets, ·in other words, 
·have been pushing a hard bargain 
'not because they are afraid of a pre• 
emptive strike, but because they are 
·confident the United States will not 
'st•rike first. They are confident that 
we are not the aggressors thei1· 
:propaganda makes us out to be, for 
·the simple reasoh that if we were, 
'they would have been obliterated at 
:the time we held a nµclear monopoly. 

I opposed the notion of a preven­
tive war at the time Bcrlrand Rus­

'sell was advocating it, and I am in 
'.a fundamental sense proud that the 
'.Soviets can make this calculation . 
. But at the same time Khrushchev 
should not make the tragic error of 

'assuming that 'because we a-re not 
capable- of the immoral savag-ery of 
preventive war we have abandoned 
our ideals and turned survival into 
a theory of politics. 

Stressing Our Values 

Obviously we want to survive, and 
- as President Kennedy recently 
pointed out - heroic poses are a 
cheap political technique. But what­
ever the risks, and however great 
our inner palpitation at the thought

1 
of the__ possible consequences, we 

1 
,must make it clear to the Russians 
'that we stand for certain VJLlues 
:which are not negotiable. 
t In short, while we will not rush 
:to fight, neither will we 1:!ce our obli­
·gations in the false hope that we 
can thereby survive.. Indeed, the 
irowth of a survival mentality may, 
'.iro-r.icaLy, l[I 1.Jldginatfo te:cms cori­
'tribute to the possibilities of destru.c-
• tion by encouraging- Khrushchev to ,adventurism. And on the fundamen-
'. tal bvel, to turn survival into· the 
touchstone of national policy is to·. 
betray both the ideals which have: 
.lighted our tortuous path from bar.'; 
barism and.the brave men and worn•· 

'en who have over the centuries been 
:mnrtyrod in tho cau~,cof frc-cdon-i, 
• JOHN P. ROCHE, 

•Morris Hi1lquit Professor of Labo'r, 
and . Social Thought, Brandeis 
University; National Chairman, 
Americans for Democratic Ac• 
tion. 

Washington, -Sept. 16, :i..862. 
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
MINNC::SOTA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

October 30, 1962 

Mr. Joc.n P. Roche 
5643 Sout~ Dorches~er 
Chica.co 37, Il~inois 

Dear John: 

I welcomed your letter on t:.1e Cuban situation. I am 
on ~l1e ru.'1, trying to get to ny next cacpai 6n meeti::.,:·, so that 
alJ. I can do now is to a.c1~nowled3e it. 

It see:ns t::.at the [;eneral thesis of your le:tt•2r r.as been 
verif'ied. Khri.!shci1ev did oo.ck up, but the Preside:.1t r22.cle it 
possible for him to do so by not sealL'1G Khrushc 1ev in a co:::-ner. 

We need to talk, but I am hard :9ressed for ti~e at the 
moment. Your advice is mu.en 2.:9preci2..ted 2.nd I surely ·welcor.ie 
it. 

Sincerely, 

https://Preside:.1t
https://Chica.co
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MERICANS FOR 

Froma 5643 South Dorcnester 
Chica o 37, Illinois EMOCRATIC 

Personal 

CTION 
Senator Rubert Humphrey, 
Senate Of ice Duildin 0 , 
Washington 25, D.C. October 25, 1962 

Dear Rubert: 

I have rofr3ined :f'ro~ puttinJ ot..t any state □ 0?:!t O!l t.1e Cu'" 2-n 
crisis for 't:.7o reasons I first, since the ni ht after the Czec E-9U~ 
uhen I lay a-ri~, .. e in a. s·aeat, I have knorm that sooner or later t 1is 
confront tion was in th c~~do; a.ii, 00con, boceuse I have b en con­
vinced for a deoa o t1mt Klu- s chev ha no·t ta.kerl us seriously. (You 
ma.;y· h:1.ve seen oy letter to t-.- T_::10 on is "too ~1..beral to fir-_ t" 
crack) Ila.:rever, I would li -o to t.ns on ~'i.e..-;. i;o you in t 1 OIJG 

that if you fin then useful you will p.ss then furt er • 

What tie President hao got to reno~ r is t 
never b c e LlCa e on t .., Yer y nc vi·t ....lity of o 
freer on. StoJ.in ~ct stoJ) d cold ~Y ~rtu·an an Dean Ac~eson, but 
Khrus _chev oa:1e i.._ d rin.:; t- ., c~tatonic ycm-s of Ar:!erici:1 .... olicy. ry 
guess is tnat it to/"\:~ t_ a.· shre-;rrl 3.8 tar five r..1i te;.:i ·i;o s!r;o 
Eincnh\'l:1e:r ,.,~~ .c a 0.0~9 C.!3 n ~ ::'3._.!_,ricia!' t:7i t_1 e. f1 . ..n_~-:~~--t2~.J.y 
i o ::?.ti011-.st orie~to.v:.o Ct - • ris~i ·-->Chioo.30 ff., 

fo71 Yor..t~ to c~ve erlin TTO c ue c • I su ....:i:J ot Tl1rushc 1ev re D-..tllec' 
eccount or his t:riJ3 to t 1e brin1 .. :tn the S".';.t VD s t\ so;:1 aDu""'or.:ent -
it ,ms prob!:\ 1~,. !l-J:73 to io. So r,!l.ile Dullen playe -rd tll p- :p.er oll 
allia.."1ces 1 K -usnc .. ev too_ off on t 1 t-u21 t.u:- atenin\- "hc.ils of roc:cets» 
as if he wer0 alo e in t~_e o;,-7er ior ld ( 11..ic11 he u~ ... is J. 

No:.7the Soviet :i.v no Gotter a.-:i.;ne_une Conple , a;-i con· ronia,, y 
a sto ..er;; 11 t: ey will, I ?-'l convinced, a.c: up. In t. o cour~e of bn >in_, 
u0, they ,,ill let fly ferocious iTJ_rec~tio_.s. But ~ ~ushchev has nGve ... 
bef'o e a t 1is e ucational ez.;..--eri0nca an' it is coin 0 t o -cc;,.._, f r 
hie to cr2.:1l back - I op ... \ ... Till r.l,:;1.!'-e :i:t :rhot 11.Y. eacy for ...1i!" 

( thoi..)e boy tc....-e r c i;orlc ar wore oa:riot~s o) to do s • 

The ree,son I e J! asiz is is ...i;h:9.t JFK s _e:::.e to react 1)€:!"'"'onally 
to thn Cub:m uil - ? jus;J a did to -t steel :_:;rice ris. e socr:: 
to f el a· r:1ericcn boy's OEL of fu:ry do ble-cross , 11.el"'39.S 

I( ~. • t ) ,._ •• t t , ' 1:1 :i ~.DI s o.nco ,., 1 ~i.or er2.n ·e us.:1 l1 v nou r aouJ.1.·--
cro· s e..n· _11 t a"'is. A 1G ·this _ in I • o ld feel no _---ax·vie 1-

la.r -t r~-1; sll v' s nooe ....n sin ; eot "IUJ as e::ot to 
bo.c! o.nd L. we co.;'l hcl... hi.r:1 of" the cc~: p vario t1.:: ues s 

etter. ,_ry, fo~ e::::-~n co 1_d t~1e c.rr:::s qu ':'ltJ, o.; ' • 

y U] ins_Y~ction tea. ..~ a,era .....in~ f 0:1 US s. t is the 
.til ..B, n .... t t::e 6lo y o o~ir n~~.;-y, t~--~-·~'~-1..,esse::1tiri ·• •• 

is a it chn ic, ~t I h~Je y cat th- sace of 
Be., ,Be!' yo· ~ . o, I u, s rel_oved to le~~~ t:at ean Ac2-so.1 

on the field. mhis i.s n tine fo::- o:--i-t'lc- ·ob trc._r..in__,. 
Yoi.n-s , 

An Independent Libercl Organ 

https://trc._r..in
https://Chioo.30
https://ti011-.st
https://t!LLA.RD


--

_;.... . -r --~.;;.._..;._------·---- ---- -----~---1 
""--=--'-' ......___ _. 

TI- E 'NEW YORK TIMES, FRID.-\ Y, SEPTElvIHER 21, 1962. 

'Too Liberal to Fi••ht'::, 

1 

1Soviets Believed Confident That We 
• Will Not Strike First 

•TOTHc:EoITonoFT:m~Nr:wYonKTIMBs: 
No recent pronouncement of Khru­

shchev's has struck me so ominously 
• '.as his casual remark to Robert Frost 

'that the Americans· arc "too liberal 
!to fight." As you quite rightly ·point-
•ed out in your Sept. 15 editorial, this 
could indicate that the Soviet Pre­
mier is engaged in the same cr.rone­
.ous process of undcrcstimatinE;· the 
vitality of dcmoc·ratic societies which· 
led Hitler· to his fatal miscalcula­
tions. " 

It also lends strong support to the 
'.position which a number of us have 
•taken over the years that S viet 
policies toward the \Vest are based 
on cold calcuJation rather than on 
fear. The Soviets, 'in other words, 
have been pushing a hard bargain 
'not because they are afraid of a pre­
emptive strike, but because they are 
·confident the United States will not 
'st-rike first. They are confident that 
we are not the a;grcssors their 
:propaganda makes us out to be, for 
·the simple reaso'n that if we were, 
'they would have been obliterated at 
:the time we held a nuclear monopoly. 
' I opposed the notion of a preven­
tive war at the time Bertrand Rus-

'sell was advocating it, and I am in 
'.a fundamental sense proud that the 
•Soviets can mal(e this calculation. 
But at the same time Khrushchev 
should not make the tragic error of 

'assuming that 'because we a·re not 
capable· of the immoral savag·ery of 
preventive war we have abandoned 
our ideals and turned survival into 
a theory of politics. 

Stressing Our Values 

Obviously we want to survive, and 
- as President Kennedy recently 
pointed out - heroic poses are a 
cheap political technique. But what­
ever the risks, and however great 

i our inner palpitation at the thought 
of the__ possible consequences, we 

'.must mal{e it clear to the Russians 
that we stand for certain VJ.lues 
,which are not negotiable. 
! In short, while we will not rush 
:to fight, neither will we flee our obli­
gations in the false hope that we 
can thereby survive.. Indeed, the 
irowlh of a survival mentality may, 
'ironically, in pragmatic terms con­
tribute to the possibilities of destru.c­
tion by encouraging Khrnshchev to 

...adventurism. And on the fundamen-
; tal bvel, to turn survival into· the 
touchstone of national policy is to.: 
betray both the ideals which have 1 
.lighted our tortuous path from bar- 1 

barism and the brave men and worn-· 
'en who have over the centuries been-' 
·mnrtyrod in tho caw;c of freedom. ' 
• JOJIN P. ROCHE, , • 

Morris Hillquit Professor of Labor· 
and . Social Thought, Brandeis 
University; National Chairman, 
Americans for Democratic Ac• 
tion. 

Washington, Sept. 1_6, J.063. 



Send to Walt Ros tow for his 
confidential information. 

LBJ/mf 
3-30-67 
5:50p 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 30, 1967 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

I picked up a rumor at State the other day that Len Unger is 
to be Graham Martin's replace·ment in Bangkoko 

If true, this distresses me to the point where I feel impelled 
to stick my nose in where perhaps it doesn't belong. I work 
for you- -and leave that determination in your hand so 

I have had a great deal of contact with Unger over the past 
six months. He is an able, dedicated man who, in my judgment, 
lacks one fundamental characteristic: cold decisiveness {or 
even hot decisiveness)o This judgment is based on my own 
experience in committees with him and in private discussion. 

It is predictable that the minute Martin {who has run that 
Mission like a Marine platoon) leaves, all the characters who 
lacked the guts to tackle him will be· out to get his successor. 
My hunch is that Unger would be overwhelmed, and the Mission 
would degenerate into a collection of autonomous baronies. 

Let me add that I have no candidate. 

\L 
John Po Roche 



March 22, 1967 

.E ORANDUM FOR 

The President 

I pent about four hours la t night meditating and speculating 
on the problem of Ho' relea i g your letter. 

A number ,of explanati n come to mind but by procese of 
exclu ion I ended up with the hypothesis that the key to what 
i. otherwise a quite irr tional ct (and Ho is the st of the 
fir t .. generation Lerdnists and hardly irr tional) is a .fierce 
internal brawl in the Lao Dong. 

From thi-s viewpoint, Ho' st ternent could be considered a 
rhetoric l pay.off to Le Duan nd the pro-Chinese "hawks. u 

This raises the question: Why did he feel impelled to do it? 

Hypothetical answ r: Because be has been denounced by them 
for moving towards negotiations. By this rhetoric l gesture 
he covered hi flank. 

The thing to w tch for ..... if thi bypothesi has any merit--is 
a shift in the party apparatus in H noi. 

--One 0£ the oldest Leninist t·actics is to endorse the 
opposition's po ition and the --after p.toper prepa.ration--break 
their o.rg nizational back. 

In swnmary, I uspect Ho ( complete realist) is in favo.r ·0£ 

negotiations, found himself confronted by powerful oppo ition 
in the Party, endorsed the oppositio.n•s v-iew in order to consolid te 
his organiz tional strength, will nO\V move (using the old salami 
tactic) to neutralize his enemies within the Party, and may write 
you nother lett r. 



z 

Never overestimate the monolithic character of a Communist 
Party--and don't forget the two letters that turned up in th:e 
1962 Cuban crisis. -

John P. Roche 
bee: Walt Rostow 



VOLUMETWO ON AGREMENT 

Odds on Iceland and Bulgaria today are very dim. 

1. Iceland 

Penfield, who is leaving Iceland today, advised that 

it is constitutionally impossible to get agrement today. Lkkely 

time would be Monday. Earliest possible time would be late 

tomorrow, and that is dubious. 

2. Bulgaria 

A flash agrement cable was dispatched, but because 

of the time difference could not have arrived before evening 

there. Extremely doubtful that anything possible at a minimum 

before tomorrow, but we'll have to wait for a response before 

any better judgment is possible. 

John Macy has been advised. 

Evidently the hope was announcement at 4 p.m. today. 

JR 
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MEMORANDUM 
.,.,, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

/ 

March 22 1 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

I spent about four hours last night meditating and speculating 
on the problem of Ho 1 s releasing your letter. 

A number of explanations come to mind but by a process of 
exclusion I ended up with the hypothesis that the key to what 
is otherwise a quite irrational act {and Ho is the last of the 
first-generation Leninists and hardly irrational) is a fierce 
internal brawl in the Lao Dong. 

From this viewpoint, Ho 1 s statement could be considered a 
rhetorical pay-off to Le Duan and the pro-Chinese "hawks. 11 

This raises the question: Why did he feel impelled to do it? 

Hypothetical answer: Because he has been denounced by them 
for moving towards negotiations. By this rhetorical gesture 
he covered his flank. 

The thing to watch for--if this hypothesis has any merit--is 
a shift in the party apparatus in Hanoi. 

--One of the oldest Leninist tactics is to endorse the 
opposition I s position and then- -after proper preparation- - break 
their organizational back. 

In summary, I suspect Ho (a complete realist) is in favor of 
negotiations., found himself confronted by powerful opposition 
in the Party, endorsed the opposition's view in order to consolidate 
his organizational strength, will now move (using the old salami 
tactic) to neutralize his enemies within the Party, and may write 
you another letter. 
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Never overestimate 
Party--and don't 
1962 Cuban crisis. 
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monolithic character 
the two letters that 
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Communist 
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John Po Roche 



MEMORANDUM 

• THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

t 
' 

February 9, 1967 
OECitET 

•MEMORANDUM FOR 

The President 

Sometime next month, I suspect, U Thant will report to the 
United Nations that the economic boycotf has made no parti­
cular dent on Rhodesia. 

At that point there will probably be some more high rlietoric 
and then a decision to wait a little longer to make a firm evaluation. 
This gives us six months., perhaps, to determine ho.v far we want 
to ride with "liberatingll Rhodesia. 

Ambassador Goldberg's communication to the Post {in reply to 
Dean Acheson) was a moral trumpet blast which could justify 
all sorts of escalatory measures. I have been assured, on the 
other hand, that we do not intend to climb on the escalator. 

If--as I hope- ...the latter is the case, a good fall-back position 
should be developed with appropriate moral underpinning. 

At the risk of sounding pessimistic, I doubt whether State has 
done anything along this line--or even believes it is necessary 
to do anything. 

-- When I discussed this recently_ with someone over there, 
he blandly assured me there ·vias ·tw·· pr·oblem: the French would 
veto any demand for military intervention. 

--This strikes me as a hell of a way to formulate foreign 
·policy. Suppose _the perverse French decide to abstain? 

f.~L 
John P. Roche 

DECLAss, JED • 
E O 1 92, ~ec.3.5 

8 . NJ J /i',4c 1>7• SECRET.J 
'/~_. NA.RA,Date -.:l8.,IJ7 

\\_ 
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L,./ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 4, 1967 
2 :00 p. m. 1 Wednesday 

\c 
Mr. President: 

All letters with 100 signatures {such as the "student letters" in 
the Times) are, of course, put-up jobs. 

There is nothing un-American about a put-up job, but I think it • 
would be unwise to exaggerate the impact on a pretty knowledgeable 
public of a letter 5 kids probably composed and 95 signed to get 
their names in the Times as "leaders of their generation. rt 

Thus, I think a dir_ect response would be a mistake. 

There are two alternatives I favor: ' : 
i // 

1) I think that you should spend half an hour on television in 
an informal setting with a commentator you can trust (Howard K. 
Smith is my candidate) quietly exploring the issues in Vietnam. r-

This would be far more effective than a hortatory or exhortatory 
formal speech. And it would be far wider in scope than a mere 
reply to critics. .. 

.. ~f;U 
2) A "Presidential Paper', should be prepared in which youl~ 

your views on the whole posture of U. S. foreign policy. ~, /UJ.+-, 

be a concise, perhaps 2, 500 word document. I believe \ - r!: 
too wo~ld be better than a formal set speech. ~ 

express 
It should 
this 

ll JLt 

~ -
/ . ----

~G- /~ 

:; .' \ ;.r.·· 
,".! .•"jr' ; 
I•-



--
Get ahold of the doctor and see what he 
ha, to say. 

LBJ:mary s 
2/8/67 
7:1 7p 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE 

WASHINGTON 

HOUSE 

EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

February 

j... -

7, 
I 

1 

1967 

- (.p 

The President 

There 
mostly 
others 

is now a major industry 
on Vietnam--by John 

who are in no position 

devoted 
Kennedy, 
to objecto 

to inventing 
Adlai Stevenson 

quotes-­
and 

Schlesinger and Goodwin are expanding Kennedy's views 
full time while Clayton Fritchey has the Stevenson franchiseo 

I think it is time some good columnist (Alsop, Howard Smith, 
Drummond) took off after this outrageous manipulation of 
the distinguished deado 



February 6, 19670 

MEMORANDO FOR 

Larry O'Brien 

Thi ia to follow up on our discussion o,f last Friday. 

It seems to me that we must start x.rith the presumption that the 
worst alternative n1.ay occur- ...in this instance, tla t the war in 
Vietn rn will ot be ettle before the 1968 election.-
Assuming that the war will not in itself be an issue fexcept for 
a f.ew pe ce types), but that it will provide a psychological back .... 
ground for the campaign, e can anticipate what 1 h v called the 
0 orean hipsawtt: On ondays, dnesdays and Fridays, w~ will 
be th war party; on Tuesdays., Thursd y and Saturdays, the party 
of appeasement. 

The ma.jot problem that we have ne\>'er tackled has been supplying 
our people on the Hill, and elsewhere, with the kind of materials 
they can us to defend our Vietnam policy. Long before I came do n 
here, I was arguing for such a program and, over the l st ix months, 
I have continued. Inevitably, the baby is eventually dum ed on th 
State Department*s doorstep. 

,A,n.d the State Department, in my considered judgment, is simply 
incompetent to do the kind of job we need. They have all kinds of 
roateri l. and plenty of talent. but £or reasons which defy ratio 1 
explanatio , the two can never coinctd . 

Thel'efo:re, we must do the job our.selve . nd I would urg that very 
strong consideration be given to immediate creation of a small group 
to get thi enterprise launched. 1 ould recommend as a first step 
that we pull Harold plan out of the Public Affairs office at State,, 
bring him over to the EOB and tell him to lay out the job prospectus. 
Kaplan as i S igon a ear or two nd did an outstanding job there 
in the Public Affairs Section--he is an extr ordinarily bright guy and 
a facil writer. Undoubtedly, he will need. some research assista ce 
but we could get a better idea of how much after talking to him. 

J hn P, Roche ~ 
cc: alt o to.,,, 

Joe Cal ifano 



j_
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON r 
February 1, 1967 

For the President: 

The enclosed cable is worth reading in the event 

you missed it. 

The injection of Bobby Kennedy into this delicate 

situation could create additional problems. 

•. ::.is 
j i 

\_:_~···~:::!// ... : ~.j~,.. .J. 



INCOMINGTELEGRAM of StateDepartment 

12 SECRET-
. Action 

NNNNVZCZCFHE403VVHPA844EA 
PP RUEHC RUM JIR 
DE RUFNCR 11501 0312150 

info ZNY SSSSS 
PR 3117172 JAN 67 ss FM AMEMBASSY PARISGPM 

SP TO RUEHC/SECSTATEWASHDCPRIORITY U 2 6 9 8 3
INFO RUMJIR/AMEMBASSY SAIGONSC STATE GRNCSAH BT 1%7 JAN 31 PM 5 47L SEC RE T~ARIS 11501

H 
'EUR SUBJECT: TRINHSTATEMENT
IO 
p 

DURING ONE AND A HALF HOUR TALK wITH SENATOR KENNEDYJAN 31, USIA QUAI·s ASIAN DIRECTOR MANAc·H REPEATED (C.F. EMBTEL11463)
NSC THAI STATEMENT BY NORTH VIETNAMESE FONMIN NGUYEN DUY TRINH 
INR TO EFFECT THAT TALKS BETWEEN DRV AND US COULD BEGIN P~OvIDED 
CI.A US WOULD STOP UNCONDITIONALLY OF D~~AND DEFINITIVELY BOMBING 
NSA IS IMPORTANTNEW DEVELOPMENT. MANAC'rl SAID THAT H£ HAD RECENTLY 
DOD DISCUSSED STATEMENT WITH DRV REP PARIS MAI VAN BO AND AS RESULT OF 
NIC THIS CONVE~SATIONFRENCH BELIEVE THAT DRV MAY BE AGREEABLE TO 

APPROACHINGSOLUTIONVIETNAMPROBLEMIN DIFFERENT MANNER THAN
RSR HERETOFORE.INSTEAD OF HOLDING TALKS ON VIETNAM AS A WHOLE, 

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 11501 ~EC RE I 
NORTH VIETNAMESE MAY BE THINKING IN TERMS OF DIVIDING PROBLEM 
INTO THREE PARTS OR AS MANAC'·H CALLED IT, "SLICES." (1)
us-NORTH VIETNAMESE RELATIONS, (2) US-SOUTHVIETNAMESERELATIONS, 
AND <3> US RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM AS WHOLE. RECENT STATEMENT BY 
ORVFOREIGN MINISTER MAY BE INDICATION THAT DRV WOULD BE WILLING 
TO DISCUSS FIRST "SLICE", THAT OF US-NORTH VIETNAMESE 
RELATIONS PROVIDED US STOPS aOM3ING DEFINITIVELY AND UN­
CONDITIONALLYOF NORTH VIETNAM. THIS, MANAC'rl7/lcU61/T WOULD 
ALSO BE FACE-SAVINGMANNERFOR DRVTO HOLDTALKSWITHOUTINSISTING 
ON 4 POINT PROGRAMAS BASIS FOR DISCUSSION WHICH REMAIN 
APPLICABLE FOR DISCUSSION OF VIETNAM AS A WHOLE. MANAC •H 
SAID HE IS HAVING FURTHER DISCUSSIONSWITH MAI VAN BO ON THURSDAY 
FEB 2 AT WHICH TIME HE WILL TRY TO CLARIFY WHETHER THIS 
INTERPRETATIONCORRECT. 

GP-3. BOHLEN 

SECRE'r 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 25, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Samuel Eaton of ARA called up last week and asked to see 
meo He came over yesterday and spent about an hour explaining 
his "philosophy" and giving me a memo (which Bill also received}. 

At the risk of sounding unkind, I still don't know what his 
"philosophy" is; what he said sounded to me like an attempt 
to cover himself in the event the II summit" did not work out. 

However, it was St. Paul, I believe, who said, "Suffer foreign 
service officers gladly." In that spirit of caritas I listened, nodded, 
and said nothing except to thank him for his concern and promise 
to convey his views. 

They are hereby conveyed. 

cc: Bill Bowdler 

\ 
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