
OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 19"'2 Et.llTION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11,8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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Stanley P. Hebert 

FROM Haywood L. Perry 
John K. Scales 

SUBJECT: Newark Assignment 

On the basis of interviews made by field teams,by 
investigators from the New Jersey Commission, and by the 
undersigned, we have made the following preliminary 
conclusions: 

1. The immediate cause of the riot was the arrest of 
John Smith, a taxicab driver. There is no evidence that 
this triggering incident was planned. 

2. Law Enforcement officials interviewed thus far 
have been unable to provide any hard evidence of 11outside 
agitators 11 as such. However, reference is made to paragraph 
(3) hereof indicating the extent of participation by 
individuals or organizations having residence or bases out­
side of the Newark area. 

3. The influence of individuals and organizations before, 
during and after the disorder is as follows: 

a. Before the disorder the following individuals 
and groups were active in agitating or organizing the Negro 
community. We list them in order of influence prior to the 
disorder. 

(1) United Community Corporation (UCC), 
a local OEO agency. 

(2) CORE. 
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(3) NAACP. 

(4) NCUP (Newark Community Urban Project). 

(5) Black Muslims. 

(6) Black Man's Army of Liberation (including 
Black Stars Regiment), which is Washington 
based. We have been informed that this 
group was paid by unidentified members of 
the Negro community to dramatize the 
medical school issue in the early part of 
1967. However, we have as yet no direct 
evidence of this. 

(7) SDS (Students for a Democratic Society) 
and its Newark representative, Thomas 
Hayden, who from time to time associated 
himself with the aforementioned groups, 
especially NCUP. 

(8) Black Nationalist Movement. LeRoi Jones, 
leader. 

(9) SNCC.Prior to the disorder, two individuals, 
Whil Hutchins and Robert Fullerlove)were 
attempting to organize a local SNCC Chapter. 

b. During the disorder (July 12 - July 18, 1967), the 
following groups and individuals can be identified as participants 
in the roles noted: 

(1) U.C.C. President (Timothy Still), CORE 
Director (Robert Curvin) and NAACP members 
(Oliver Lofton) attempted to disperse the 
crowds at various times during the disorder. 

(2) On July 15, 1967, a group identified as 
the Progressive Labor Party picketting the 
Newark police department carrying placards 
demanding the release of prisoners and the 
removal of the National Guard. 
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(3) On July 16, 1967, 35 persons from 
N.Y.C., representing the Youth 
against War andFascism staged a 
demonstration at Newark city hall, 
passing out leaflets and carrying 
placards denouncing police action 
and demanding withdrawal of National 
Guard. 

(4) Tom Hayden's attorney advised Scales 
that Hayden and "his group" were on 
the street during the disorder as 
"observers" and "it was a wonder they 
were not arrested." 

(5) On the 
LeRoi 
a conc

second 
Jones 

ealed 

day of the 
was arrested 
weapon. 

disorder, 
for carrying 

residents 
checked. 

Arrest 
of other 

records 
areas 

have been 
(such as 

obtained 
Detroit) 

and 
will 

names 
be cro

of 
ss­

c. Since the disorder, we would attribute the same 
relative influence to those organizations listed in (a). 

However, Willie Wright and his organization, United 
Afro American Association has emerged as a factor with the 
militant youth by virtue of increased schisms between the 
black and white communities and the attention he has received 
from the press. It would be premature to assess that group's 
relative influence. 

Other organizations which are present in the greater 
Newark area, and which may be considered as potential actors 
in any future disorder or events leading thereto are: DuBois 
Society, Birch Society, Minutemen, KKK. 

There is no evidence that members of RAM were in the 
Newark area before, during, or after the disorder. 
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4. The white community believes that snipers and looters 
acted in concert, while the Negro community holds that "sniping" 
reports were over-emphasize~ due to the small number of deaths 
attributed thereto. We are developing hard facts on this. 

5. The present atmosphere in Newark may be assessed 
as follows: 

a. Mistrust and lack of communication between 
white and Negro communities exceeding that existant prior 
to the disorder. 

b. All sectors are arming. Target shooting practice 
is engaged in by whites. 

6. With respect to the statement in Lomax's article 
that there is a cache of weapons in the ghetto area. 

a. Law enforcement officials have been unable to 
locate same. 

b. A Negro (anonymous) advised Perry that he had 
personally seen weapons being unloaded in the ghetto area. 

c. Thomas Hayden derided the Lomax article in this 
as well as all aspects. 

We consider these findings incomplete and inconclusive 
and will not be in a position to submit a final report for 
at least ten days. 

Reports on interviews conducted to date will be attached 
hereto after they are typed. Our files now contain copies 
of (1) arrest reports, (2) New Jersey Commission files on 
groups, (3) 11 intelligence files II of Essex County Sheriff 
and Essex County Prosecutor, and (4) pictures taken by 
photographers at the Newark News, during the disorder. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Mo C. Miskovsky/, DATE: November 25, 1967 

s. P. Hebert • 

FROM John K. Scales 

SUBJECT: Newark Assignment 

The following outline is submitted in connection with our 
forthcoming trip to Newark. It is intended to: 

a. Advise the extent to which our requirements 
have been met from existing sources. 

b. Advise as to the manner in which we propose 
to satisfy requirements that have not been 
fulfilled. 

c. Serve as a working document during our trip. 

d. Serve as an outline for a report to be prepared 
upon our return. 

In order to make this valuable as a working document, I 
have included references to all existing materials that I 
thought in any way relevant to our mission. Accordingly, 
while this information may be useful in developing further 
information during our trip, much of it will be considered 
too unreliable, irrelevant, redundant or worthless to be 
included in our final report. 

I have indicated the source of existing information in 
each case so that further developments during interviews 
can be made without improper or embarrassing disclosures: 
(F.T.) ~Tield Team reports (numbers in parenthesis are to 

pages); S: Satterfield interviews of Willie Wright; 
(H): Haywood interviews; FBI: FBI reports; Newspaper 
accounts are particularly noted. 

As I do not have access to the Newark files, there will be 
details that will have to be filled in Monday. 
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A. Requirements from Police Departments. 

While developing, through police sources, our requirements 

with respect to individuals and groups, we must obtain 

complete information with respect to: 

a. Repository of and method of processing informa­

tion on groups, agitators (TAB A-3,4). 

b. Informers: reliability, picture, double 

agents, payment and who works with them (TAB A-9, 10, 11). 

c. A system of cross check (TAB A-12). 

d. Arrest records, biographies (TAB A-5). 

e. Information on weapons (TAB A-6, 7). Reference 

is made to our memorandum dated November 21, 1967, setting 

forth information obtained as of that date. 

These requirements (as well as individual and group 

requirements) will be developed by interviews made, if 

possible, in the following order. 

1. Sanford Jaffee, New Jersey Commission (MCM, JKS, HLP). 

2. Dominick Spina, Police Director (JKS). It is 

apparent from team reports that Mr. Spina will only 

reluctantly submit to further interviewing and that he is 

not impressed with the emphasis given by the Field Teams. 
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Accordingly, we propose that we arrange for an interview, 

through Jaffee, if possible and that a direct "policeman" 

type approach be made during the interview. 

3. Don Malafronte, Administrative Assistant to 

Mayor Addonizio. (F.T.) A "city informant" was mentioned 

by Malafronte. ( ) The team advised Friday that another 

interview would be generally productive. 

4. David Satz, u. s. Attorney from Newark. 

It was agreed with the field team that it was not 

advisable for us to see Brendon Byrne, Newark City Prosecuter, 

since the team has good contact with him and Byrne has 

agreed to give them arrest reports. They are following up 

on this and it is expected that insofar as arrest reports 

are concerned, we may not need or may consider it self 

defeating to go beyond Jaffee. 



B. Requirements with respect to Groups. 

SDS (STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY) 

1. Headquarters - Chicago, Illinois. Where? 

2. Officers - President or National Secretary -

JeffoSegal. Others? 

3. Members - The Students for a Democratic Society 

presently claims a membership of 30,000 with 250 chapters, 

mostly on college campuses. 

4. Publications - Its publication "New Left Notes" 

on October 7, 1966, carried an article admitting that there 

are some communists in the group. This article contains a 

statement that SDS welcomes all who seek solutions to the 

problems of our today. 

5. Objectives - SDS seeks to create a sustained 

community of educational and political concern; one bring­

ing together liberals and .radicals, activists and scholars, 

students and faculty. It feels the urgency to put forth 

a radical, democratic program "counterposed to authoritarian 

movements, both of communism and the domestic right." 



6. Statements by Officers of Objective - Its officers 

and publications have called for support for the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and other militant, 

radical and revolutionary groups. During its June, 1967 

convention, the SDS adopted a resolution to support such 

groups regardless of the groups political ideology. 

Specifically mentioned were the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee and the Revolutionary Action Movement. 

7. Written Evidence of Organization--Bylaws, Constitu­

tion, etc. - The Students for a Democratic Society was, 

until 1965, a youth affiliate of the League of Industrial 

Democracy. (The League is the successor to the Inter-

Collegiate Socialist which was founded in 1905 to mobilize 

college professors and students to teach socialism and 

collective ownership). 

The Students for a Democratic Society, as it 

presently exist, was actually formed at a convention held 

in Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. A group of students, 

who describe themselves as "liberals and radicals," attended 

this founding convention and drafted the "Port Huron State­

ment," the bible of the SDS. This statement covers a 

variety of subjects including peace, poverty, and civil 

rights. The preamble to the Students for a Democratic 



11Society is an association of young people on the left. 

8. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - Unknown. 

9. Finances - Donations of peace groups and other 

sympathizers. 

10. Appeal to What Groups or Types - Gus Hall, General 

Secretary, Communist Party, USA,, has described the Students 

for a Democratic Society as part of a "responsible left" 

which the Party has "going for us. 11 As mentioned in item 7, 

the SDS supports other militant, radical and revolutionary 

groups regardless of their political ideology. 

In an interview with Mr. Lee A. Satterfield, 

Willie Wright, President of the United Afro American Associa­

tion located in Newark, New Jersey, advised he accompanied 

Thomas Hayden, a journalist, and member of theSDS to 

Czechoslovakia and other socialist countries between 

September 5-28, 1967. Mr. Hayden wrote a book on the Newark 

riot titled "Rebellion in Newark." 

The trip to these countries was supposedly to see 

how other people live. Wright stated he returned to the 

u. s. while Mr.Hayden stayed overseas to visit other 

countries. Wright related the trip was financed by peace groups. 



The United Afro American Association is identified 

as a militant group. Through its speaker, Wright, the 

group has admitted obtaining arms to defend the black people 

of Newark if another riot occurs. 

11. Programs - The Students for a Democratic Society's 

convention of June 1967 adopted a proposal that their group 

would consult with black groups to combat "divisive racist 

reactions" in white communities to ghetto rebellions by 

the following methods: 

a. By organizing poor and middle class whites 

to act as allies with the "Black Liberation Movement." 

b. By distributing literature in white communities 

during "rebellions" explaining the facts behind the rebellions. 

c. By organizing sympathy demonstrations at 

police stations and on campuses and using civil disobedience 

if necessary. 

d. By providing legal and financial aid. 

e. By researching the nature of police departments. 



12. Publicity - The SDS receives notariety from 

magazines and newspaper articles within the cities in 

which the group participates. Reference is made to film 

referred to in (16) below. 

13. Influence - The Students for a Democratic Society 

support of riots is shown by the statement issued by 

Rescuers from Poverty, Baltimore, Maryland, on July 27, 1967. 

This statement strongly supports individuals who participated 

in the recent riot at Cambridge, Maryland, and protests the 

arrest of H. Rap Brown, the leader of the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee. 

Due to the claimed membership of SDS, it is quite 

conceivable that the group exerts much influence on the 

rich, poor, militant and nonmilitant people. 

14. Advertising - In the form of circulars and pamphlets. 

It is financed through their organization. Funds being 

received from sympathizers. 

15. Cities Where Most Active - Chicago, the headquarters, 

probably constitutes the bulk of the group's activity, 

however, the group supports and works with other groups all 

over the country. 



The riot in Boston, Mass., on June 2, 1967, was 

triggered by the arrest of individuals who were staging a 

sit-in at the Welfare Office. Included among those arrested 

were five members of SDS. The sit-in was sponsored by 

Mothers for Adequate Welfare. 

16. Ties to other Groups~- On Friday, November 24, 

Satterfield advised Scales and Perry that the subject to the 

relationship between Hayden and Wright was not discussed, 

except for the mention of travel referred to in 

(10) above. 

Reference is made to (6) above. 

17. Evidence of Travel of Officers of Members - Reference 

is made to (10) above. 

18. Specific Instances of Activity or Identifications 

with Riots,-(F.T.) Malafronte stated that a city informant 

told him that someone in the crowd assembling before the 

police station at the time of Smith's arrest called "Hayden's 

outfit" ( ). 

(F.T.) Renaldi (Director Newark Chamber of Commerce) 

stated that Hayden produced a film called the "troublemakers,;• 



available at the Newark Public Library. The field team did 

not follow-up. 

Kowalski testified before the Commission that Hayden 

directed movement and peacement during ''several recent" 

demonstrations. ( 



(YAWF) YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 

(Sources are FBI files unless otherwise noted) 

1. Headquarters - 58 west 25th Street, New York City 

2. Officers - Unknown 

3. Members - Unknown - suppossedly consist of high 

school and college youths. 

4. Publications - A magazine called the "Partisan." 

5. Objective - To overthrow capitalism in the United 

States and throughout the world. 

6. Statement by Officers of Objectives - Unknown 

7. Written Evidence of Organization - FBI Report 

8. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - Unknown 

9. Finances - Through the "Workers World Party" 

which reorganized on May 12, 1960. 

10. Appeal to what Groups - High school and college 

students - black and white. 



11. Programs - Unknown. 

12. Publicity - Unknown. 

13. Influence - Unknown. 

14. Advertising - Unknown. 

15. Cities Most Active - New York City. 

16. Ties with Other Groups - Workers World Party. 

17. Evidence of Travel -

18. Specific Instances of activity or Identification 

with Riots - On July 16, 1967, thirty-five {35) persons from 

New York City representing the Youth Against War and Fascism, 

a Trotskyite organization, staged a demonstration at Newark 

City Hall, passing out leaflets and carrying placards 

denouncing police action and demanding withdrawal of the 

National Guard. (FBI) 

19. Judgment of Effectiveness - Unknown. 

20. Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - If a 

revolt does reoccur, the YAWF group can expect to 

demonstrate as before. 



(PLP) PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 

1. Headquarters - 132 Nassau Street, Room 622, 

New York City, N. Y. 

2. Officers -

a. President as reported by a source is 

Milton Rosen of New York. 

b. Vice President - William Epton of New York. 

c. Vice President - Mort Scheer of San Francisco. 

3. Members - Names ·and numbers unknown, however, a 

20 member National Committee was elected to direct the 

party until the next convention. 

4. Publications -

a. "Progressive Labor," a bi-monthly magazine. 

11b. "Challenge, a bi-weekly New York City newspaper·. 

The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states that, 

"this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life 

where the working men and women own and control their homes, 

factories, the police, courts and the entire government on 

every level." 

c. "Spark," a west coast newspaper. 



5. Objectives - The PLP's ultimate is the establishment 

of a militant working class movement based on Marxism-Leninism. 

6. Statements by Officers of Objectives - Unknown. 

7. Written Evidence of Organization - FBI Files. 

8. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - An FBI source 

advised on April 20, 1965, the PLP, formerly known as the 

"Progressive Labor Movement" held its first National Convention 

on April 15-18, 1965, in New York City. 

9. Finances - Unknown. 

10. Appeal to what Groups - Unknown. 

11. Program - Unknown. 

12. Publicity - The "New York Times," dated April 20, 

1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary 

socialist" was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the 

name of PLP. 

13. Influence - Unknown. 

14. Advertising - Unknown. 

15. Cities where most Active -

a. New York City. 

b. San Francisco. 



16. Ties with other Groups - Unknown. 

17. Evidence of Travel of Officers or Members - Unknown. 

18. Group Identified with Riot - On July 15, 1967, the 

Newark Police Headquarters was picketed by approximately 

10 persons carrying placards demanding for _the release of 

prisoners and shouting that the National Guard be removed 

from Newark. One of the placards identified as Progressive 

Labor Party (PLP). 

19. Judgment of Effectiveness - Unknown at this time. 

20. Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - In view 

of the group's past demonstration, a reoccurrance of the 

same behavior may be expected if a revolt occurs. 



(UAAA) UNITED AFRO AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

(References to UCC are included herein although it may1 

qualify for a separate outline) 

1. ~ - UAAA1 United Afro American Association 

2. Headquarters - 402 South 6th Street, Newark, N. J. 

Other "hangouts" should be included. 

3. Officers - Willie Wright, President: Leon Moore, 

Lieutenant. 

4. Members - Unknown by Satterfield or Perry. However, 

we should find out more about the "Black Community Patrol." 

5. Publications - As stated by Satterfield: no 

publications have been written by the group. See (15) below 

6. Objectives - To raise the black man of Newark from 

his terrible plight if it means military confrontation 

with "whitey." 

7. Statements by Officers of Objectives - Reference is 

made to Louis E. Lomax' story, entitled "Newark called a hub 

for black revolutionaries," Page 2, Paragraph 1, under the 

heading of Military Confrontation. Reference is also made 

to Lee Satterfield's interview with Willie Wright on 

October 9, 1967, Page 7, Paragraph 2, where Wright stated 



that his primary concern is for the black people of Newark 

and that he will defend them in the event of another 

rebellion. 

8. Written evidence of organization - bylaws, 

constitution, etc. There is nothing in Lomax• column which 

indicates evidence of a written organization. Mr. Satterfield 

advised Perry, that Wright's group has no charter. 

9. Incorporation or legal recognition - None. See 

answer to Item No. 8. 

10. Finances - Mr. Wright advised Mr. Satterfield that 

he has received donations from other militants who are not 

organized and anonymous donors. 

L: Implied that UCC money and facilities 

may be used. ( 

S: Wright said that his trip to Czechoslovakia 

was financed by the peace movement. 

F.T.: Quillan (Prudential) saw ad in Newark Ledger 

placed by Wright, and therefore assumed he had financial 

backing. ( 

F.T.: Rev. Stulb advised F.T. that Hussan was paid 

to come in. ( 



11. Groups to which UAAA Appeal - As evidenced in Lomax' 

column, Satterfield's interview and Perry's interview, 

Wright's group appeals to the educated, uneducated, the 

middle class and the people in the ghetto, in all, mainly 

the Negro population. 

12. Program - Willie Wright has not professed any type 

of program that he intends to use to fulfill his objective. 

13. Sources of Publicity - UAAA has been publicized 

at different local meetings, through the local newspaper 

and through articles, such as written by Louis E. Lomax. 

(See No. 10) 

14. Influence - The influential impact of UAAA is not 

readily obtainable since most of the Negro people intervieved 

in Newark feel the same way Wright does, however, when his 

name is mentioned, most people agree that they have heard of 

him but they do not condone violence. 

15. Advertising - The mere passing out of handwritten 

circulars throughout the ghetto neighborhood. Reference is 

made to No. 10. 

L: Spina has copies of circular on Molotov cocktail. 

Others 

F.T. Satz (US Attorney) has copies {picture fo 

Rutledge's body). 



16. Cities where most active - As indicated by Wright, 

as documented in Lomax' column, Satterfield's and Perry's 

interviews, he is only concerned with the black people of 

Newark. Reference is made to No. 17. 

17. UAAA ties to Other Groups - The fact that Willie 

Wright is a Board Member of an OEO funded organization, the 

ucc, United Community Corporation, definitely indicates a 

close relationship of ideas and members. As indicated by 

Satterfield in his interview with Wright on October 9 and 

November 3, 1967, members of UAAA do exchange ideas with 

other groups around the country. 

L: Black power revolutionaries were in Newark 

when city erupted. ( 

L; Strangers spotted during public meeting to 

debate urban renewal, at least two months before riot. 

According to Lomax, a Negro official gave list to 

Director Spina. ( 

Relationship to others in this Section B. 

What about Willie's brother in Detroit, Michigan. 



S: Wright admitted that black revolutionaries 

came from Washington to Newark for advice and assistance. 

( ) 

S: Satterfield witnessed disagreement between 

Jones and Wright over religious and international aspects. 

( 

S: Wright considered Hussan a fraud. ( 

S: Wright denied being a "front man" for anyone 

(November 3, 1967, page 26, paragraph 3) 

Find out more about personal aspects and relation­

ships between militants and others, etc. 

18. Evidence of travel of officers of UAAA - Willie 

Wright informed Lee A. Satterfield that he and Leon Moore, 

his bodyguard, had traveled to several socialist countries, 

of which Czechoslovakia and Paris were mentioned. Wright 

advised his trip was financed by people in the peace 

movement; no names were supplied. Thomas Hayden, the noted 

journalist and radical, accompanied Wright's group. 



When questioned as to the purpose of his overseas 

trip, Wright stated that he had traveled to learn how 

other people live and think. He stated that Hayden did not 

return to this country with him, but went on to other 

countries. Mr. Satterfield suspects that Hayden visited 

Viet Nam or Cuba. 

19. Specific instances of activity or identification 

with riot - Reference is made to Louis E. Lomax' column 

under the caption of "Voices of Dissent Remain Muffled," 

where Lomax states that the revolutionaries were ironically 

in town preparing for a riot for the same day that the riot 

actually occurred, but by other means, the arrest of the 

taxicab driver. 

When questioned by Satterfield on November 3, 1967 

as to the veracity of the statement, Wright did not refute 

it, but merely suggested to Satterfield that he refer to the 

article concerning subject matter. Wright explained to 

Satterfield that he was not able to control the members of 

his organization during the riot and that they participated 

in the disorder and looting once it got started. Wright 

adamantly denied any outside agitation during the riot. 

Reference is made to Satterfields interview with Wright on 

November 3, 1967, page 25, paragraph 2. 



L: (a) relationship to Plainville theft, ( 

{b) Broad Street Plan ( ), (c) Wright said that he was in 

vicinity of police station ( ), (d) Molotov cocktail at 

Urban League. ( 

S: Wright stated that (a) "our guys" really "did 

a job" on selective establishments and there was some 

planning, ( ) {b) Black Revolutionaries played a 

significant role in looting and burning, ( (c) Wright's 

group had made plans for three weeks, ( ) (d) his group 

was involved in the Molotov cocktail incident ( ). 

FBI: reported that (a) Spina advised that the 

assistant personnel manager of UCC was in the crowd that 

gathered at Police Precinct, and urged crowd not to heed 

speakers ( ), {b) two individuals arrested were identified 

with Nation of Islam (Jones) ( ), (c) 20 of those arrested 

gave out-of-state addresses ( ), (d) acting chief of police, 

Ludwig, advised on July 14, 1967, that Stokely Carmicheal was 

arriving in motorcade ( ) . 

Kowalski testified before ( that (a) within one 

hour of Smith's arrest, there were 75 cabs at police station. 

This and the fact that there were piles of rocks suggested 

organization. ( 



F.T.: Norman Schiff, Corporation Counsel, advised 

that UCC passed out leaflets and acted as catalyst in getting 

things going, but did not plan the riots ( ). 

F.T.: Malcom Talbott, Vice President, Rutgers, 

advised that rioters were primarily young poor Negroes 

) . 

F.T.: William Mercer (BICC) stated that he 

witnessed taxi drivers trying to organize at 2:30 Thursday 

morning (108). 



F.T. Spina said UCC organizing pickets and 

handing out racist leaflets (33). 

20. Judgement of effectiveness of UAAA - The fact that 

Wright is a member of UCC has created a furor at the National 

Headquarters of OEO and with some of the UCC Board Members, 

mainly white. The police department constantly attempts to 

keep Wright and his associates under surveillance. So, 

the effectiveness depends on the measures that are taken to 

contain or oversee Wright's activities. 

His effectiveness must be attested to the fact that 

some 200 persons attended a meeting of the Trustee Board of 

UCC at which he was the main speaker and advocated violence. 

L: General conclusion that Wright has emerged 

as Leader. ( ) 

S: (a) concluded ghetto much more organized since 

the disturbance ( ), (b) heard Miss Edwards tell 

Wright that ghetto organized behind Wright, ( 

(c) heard Wright state that he needs only a small handfull of 

people to be effective ( ), {d) surmised that 

Wright did not feel that his organization was as large as 

he would like it ( ), (e) advised Scales and Perry 

on November 24, 1967, that he would "ques" Wright "active" 

group would not exceed 20 or 30 ( ) . 



21. Possible role foreseen if revolt occurs - From state­

ments made by Wright to Lomax, Satterfield and Perry, it 

appears evident that much violence can be expected from UAAA 

if a revolt occurs. Reference is made to Lomax' column 

entitled, "Newark called a hub of black revolutionaries." 

Reference is also made to interviews of Lee Satterfield 

dated October 9, 1967, and November 3, 1967, and of Perry 

dated November 7, 1967. 

Reference is made to our memorandum dated 

November 21, 1967, in regard to weapons. 

L: wrote that fire arms included machine guns, 

carbines, hand grenades, and small cannon and that Wright 

invited Black men to call him in order to get arms. 

S: (a) observed that Wright training II the very 

few people" in this group. ( (b) heard Wright tell) ' 

him that Lomax the only one outside of Newark who has seen 

weapons. ( 

Reference is made to Haywood L. Perry's memoranda 

and outline regarding CORE and LeRoy Jones, dated November 20, 

and November 21, respectively, copies of which are attached 

hereto. 



We propose to fulfill these group requirements (and 

individual requirements as they arise) by interview or other 

contact with those mentioned in (A) above, that is 

Sanford Jaffee (Note that Satterfield was 
confidentially told by Wright that Messrs. 
Coleman and Horne of Jaffee's commission took 
taped interviews of Wright. As we are not 
supposed to know this, the FT suggests that 
we make a general inquiry as to material on 
Wright and see how Jaffee responds. Jaffee 
promised FT statistics on firearm sales.) 

Dominick Spina 

Don Malafronte 

David Satz 

and with the following persons who have not been previously 

interviewed: 

Thomas Hayden. I am to call Hayden upon arrival 

(242-5759), contact having been made by my friend (Stephen 

Gilbert, 642-6730) through Hayden's attorney (L. Weinglass). 

I will try to meet on 11neutral 11 ground as soon after arrival 

as convenient. I hope to develop things indirectly, utilizing 

Hayden's book and then moving into Lomax's article, without 

making obvious our particular interest in him. 

(A member of the Birch Society). Gilbert is trying 

to arrange this, without prejudice to the Hayden interview. 



F.T. Frank Addonzio stated that Lee Bernstein very "right-

wing" ( ). F.T. advised that minutemen may be 

in and F.T. Threatt (Human Rights Commissioner) advised that 

there are Birchers in police department. 

Dr. Nathan Wright. Haywood Perry has arranged to 

see him. 

Officer Finn. A Negro police officer who has 

recently left the force. Haywood Perry has arranged this. 

Col. Hassan, Leader Black Liberation Army. Haywood 

will see him in Newark only if he is there. He generally 

resides in Washington, D.C. 

A member of SNCC. F.T. Malafronte referred to 

"Phil Hutchins" as being a member. F.T. Renaldi (Chamber 

of Commerce) said SNCC very active (64) in Newark. We will 

develop these. 

Kowalski, who testified before 

____________ , that everything was planned. 

Time permitting, it has been agreed with the field team 

that we should find productive further interviews with the 

following (we will be familiar with previous interviews, for 

the sake of proper approach and continuity): 



Paul Vlvisaker, N. J. State Commissioner on 

Community Relations, who testified before the Commission as 

to activities of Negro playwright Jones. 

Fr. Joseph Stulb, Pres. Priests Group, Ass. Queen 

of Angels. We are interested in further developing Stulbs state­

ments to the F.T. with respect to weapons and Hassan (78) (84). 

The F.T. believes that he knows quite a bit; he has good 

relations with teenagers and this may lead somewhere. I plan 

to see him. 

Timothy Still, President, The United Community 

Corp., Haywood plans to develop further requirements on that 

organization to the extent relevant. 

We will have in mind in each case, whether or not 

testimony before the Commission should be recommended and 

potential interrelationships with disorders in Philadelphia 

and in other New Jersey communities. 

We will also be looking for evidence of presence or 

involvement of RAM or individual members thereof and will 

try to determine (second hand) the extent to which the 

Italian private community may be armed. 

We will develop further how particular individuals or 

groups fit into the action part of the Newark chronology. 

It will be helpful to develop the "East Orange" and recent 

pellet gun incidents. 



Other things that we have in mind about Newark include: 

(a) the use of hospital records where police 
records unavailable 

(b) Life magazine has some unpublished pictures 

(c) Smith's arrest. The original report has not 
been made available. Who was the other passenger? 
Can Gilbert arrange? 

(d) Insurance adjusters 

(e) go to scene of major events 

(f) see firearms dealers and pawnbrokers 

(g) rumors that there are Negro corpses hidden by 
police 

(h) obtain copies of Lomax speech before NAACP 

(i) Tie in speeches given in area before, during, 
after, etc. 

(j) Was there Wright, Debray contact in Paris 

(k) John Smith, according to Times, served as an 
enlisted man in Japan, Korea and the Philippines 

(1) more on Willie Wright's brothers, Ike and Dave 

(m) military experience of militants generally 

(n) William Mercer's speech to Black Power Conference 
held July 22 (see Seed) 

(o) See Harry Wheeler, a school teacher, believed 
by Stulb to be left wing (79) 



(p) State police on standby alert for 2 days prior 
to disorder 

(q) Molotov cocktail through Urban League window 

(r) See Walter Stevens, described as militant (110) 

(s) Robert Kramer and Norm Flucher who wrote 
"An Approach to Community Organizing" 

(t) Puerto Rican community? 
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Leroy Jones - Militant Leader of the Muslim Faith 

On October 9, 1967, Mr. Satterfield interviewed Leroy Jones, 
Director of the Settlement House, 33 Sterling Street, Newark, 
New Jersey. The Settlement House is a community gathering 
place where persons, mostly black nationalists, come to par­
ticipate in dramatic arts, discussion of the Muslim faith, 
to learn Arabic and to see motion picture films. 

Mr. Jones is a playwright who has dedicated himself to lift 
the black man from his oppressions even if it means with 
the aid of foreign help. Mr. Satterfield was introduced to 
Mr. Jones by Mr. Willie Wright, President of the United Afro 
American Association. 

This interview was suggested by Mr. Wright who advised that 
Leroy Jones had been arrested during the Newark riot for 
carrying a concealed weapon, a gun. He stated that Wright 
was savagely beaten by the police after his arrest. The 
purpose of the interviewv.as to determine the type of program 
planned by Jones to uplift his black brothers from their 
oppressions. 

Actually, neither Jones nor his followers stated programs 
by which the aforementioned objective would be carried out. 
During the interview, Mr. Jones said very little. Followers 
of his were present and they were rather angry with Wright 
who requested Jones to talk with Satterfield of his program 
and not their religious beliefs. 

The meeting was adjourned before Mr. Satterfield obtained 
any of Mr. Jones' views of the riot or his plans subsequent 
to the riot. Satterfield is of the opinion that Jones has 
substantial influence on the youth in the ghetto neighbor­
hood. Satterfield substantiated this opinion with the fact 
of the many youth present at the Settlement House during the 
interview. 
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It is interesting to note that no statements were made as 
to creating any violence to effect the means of the Settle­
ment House. It appears to be a common meeting ground for 
black nationalist to air their grievances. 

Leroy Jones was sentenced to thirty days in jail on 
November 8, 1967 for contempt of court. He has not been 
tried on the "concealed weapon charge." 



OUTLINE OF SETTLEMENT HOUSE 

1. Group - Settlement House - Black Nationalist Group 

2. Headquarters - 33 Sterling Street, Newark, N. J. 

3. Officer - Leroy Jones, President 

4. Members - Names and number of members are unknown 

5. Objectives - To uplift the black man from oppression 
if it means with the aid of foreign help. Reference 
is made to Lee Satterfield 1 s interview with Leroy 
Jones on October 9, 1967. 

6. Statement by Officers of Objectives: On October 9, 1967 
Mr. Leroy Jones, so-called leader of the Black Nationalist 
Group, advised Mr. Lee Satterfield that his group's aim 
was to lead the black people from under its oppressors. 

7. Written evidence of organization - None. The Settlement 
House is not a chartered organization. 

8. Finances - unknown 

9. Appeal to What Groups - Reference is made to Mr. Satter­
field's interview with Mr. Leroy Jones on October 9, 1967. 
Mr. Satterfield states Leroy Jones appears to have 
accepted the Orthodox Muslim belief. He is running the 
Spirit House along this line and it appears from conversa­
tion with many people that he is doing a tremendous job 
with the young people in the community. 

10. Program - Reference is made again to Mr. Satterfield's 
interview with Mr. Jones on October 9, 1967, at which 
time Mr. ~on.esdrefused to. discuss his program with out-. in erre
siders an /that members who do break the code of secrecy 
are subject to instant death. 

11. Publicity - Most of the publicity has been obtained 
through the newspaper and radio as a result of the riot 
at which time Leroy Jones, noted playwriter, was arrested 
on allegedly carrying a deadly weapon, a pistol. 

12. Influence - As indicated by Mr. Satterfield, Leroy Jones• 
group has greatly influenced the people of the ghetto, 

especially the youth. 
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13. Advertising - leaflets and circulars 

14. Cities where most active - There was no indication that 
the Spirit House, Black Nationalist Group, was operating 
out of Newark. During his interview with Mr. Satterfield, 
Jones stated that in order for the black man to be success­
ful in America, he must be in a position to bring in out­
side help, the Arabic Nation. Reference is made to 
Mr. Satterfield's interview with Leroy Jones, dated 
October 9, 1967, Page 5, last Paragraph. 

15. Possibility of ties to other groups - Reference is made 
to Mr. Satterfield's interview with Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Wright on October 9, 1967, Page 5, Paragraph 2, where 
Jones indicated that he was sure that Willie Wright would 
ultimately agree with him (Wright) and join forces. 

16. Evidence of travel of officers or members - There is no 
evidence to indicate any travel of the group's members. 

17. Specific instances of activity or identification with 
riot - There is no available information that any group 
participated in the riot. The fact that Leroy Jones was 
arrested does not indicated he was involved; also, the 
fact that the riot took place in the neighborhood where 
some of the members in the organization live has no bear­
ing on the riot. 

18. Judgment of effectiveness - See Mr. Satterfield's inter­
view with Mr. Jones and Mr. Wright, dated October 9, 1967, 
Pages 2 and 3, where Mr. Satterfield believes that Leroy 
Jones' program is very effective which is exemplified by 
the number of people in Mr. Jones' company. 

20. Possible role foreseen if revolt occurs - This group did 
not indicate what its role would be in the event another 
riot or revolt occurs. However, in speaking to the other 
less militant people around town, they indicated that if 
another riot does occur and if the police and the National 
Guard do unjustifiably mistreat the people, then they would 

take up arms and defend~themsel:::/~ '_ £ .. ,~ 
f Aa~ood L. Perry / 

Investigator -~ 
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SUBJECT: Progressive Labor Party's Activities in Newark 
During the Riot 

Our investigations have not disclosed any conspiracy in 
connection with the riot in Newark, July 12-18, 1967. As 
in any given situation, people and groups tend to take the 
advantage of the situation without having anything to do 
with its initial cause. 

On July 15, 1967, a group, identified as the Progressive Labor 
Party, picketed the Newark Police Department carrying placards 
demanding for the release of prisoners and shouting that 
the National Guard be removed from Newark. 

The following outline is a profile of the PLP, its source, 
FBI files: 

1. Group Name - PLP--Progressive Labor Party 

2. Headquarters - 132 Nassau Street, Room 622, 
New York City, N. Y. 

3. Officers -

a. President as reported by a source is 
Milton Rosen of New York. 

b. Vice President - William Epton of New York. 

c. Vice President - Mort Scheer of San Francisco. 
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4. Members - Names and numbers unknown, however, 
a 20 member National Committee was elected to 
direct the party until the next convention. 

5. Publications -

a. "Progressive Labor," a bi-monthly magazine. 

b. "Challenge," a bi-weekly New York City newspaper. 
The June 1, 1965, issue of 11Challenge, 11 page 6, 
states that, "this paper is dedicated to fight 
for a new way of life where the working men and 
women own and control their homes, factories, 
the police, courts and the entire government on 
every level." 

c. "Spark," a west coast newspaper. 

6. Objectives - The PLP's ultimate is the establishment 
of a militant working class movement based on 
Marxism-Leninism. 

7. Statements by Officers of Objectives - Unknown. 

8. Written Evidence of Orqanization - FBI Files. 

9. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - An FBI source 
advised on April 20, 1965, the PLP, formerly known 

11as the "Progressive Labor Movement' held its first 
National Convention on April 15-18, 1965 in NYC. 

10. Finance - Unknown. 

11. Appeal to What Groups - Unknown. 

12. Program - Unknown. 



- 3 -

13. Publicity - The "New York Times," dated April 20, 
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of 
"revolutionary socialist" was formally founded on 
April 18, 1965, under the name of PLP. 

14. Influence - Unknown. 

15. Advertising - Unknown. 

16. Cities Where Most Active -

a. New York City. 

b. San Francisco. 

17. Ties with Other Groups - Unknown. 

18. Evidence of Travel of Officers or Members - Unknown. 

19. Group Identified with Rioto- On July 15, 1967, the 
Newark Police Headquarters was picketed by approximately 
10 persons carrying placards demanding for the release 
of prisoners and shouting that the National Guard be 
removed from Newark. One of the placards identified 
as Progressive Labor Party (PLP). 

20. Judgment of Effectiveness - Unknown at this time. 

21. Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - In view 
of the group's past demonstration, a reoccurrance of 
the same behavior may be expected if a revolt occurs. 
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su~ECT: Students for a Democratic Society's Activities 
in Newark Before and During the Riot 

Before and during the riot in Newark, many groups were active 
in one form or another. There is no evidence, thus far, to 
indicate that any of the groups started the riot. The Students 
for a Democratic Society, a militant group, was represented by 
Thomas Hayden, a journalist, in Newark. 

Mr. Hayden worked in the Negro ghetto for several years trying 
to understand the people's problems. In his book "Rebellion 
in Newark," Hayden explains the scenes that he witnessed during 
the riot and obtained information from persons who participated 
in the riot. 

Willie Wright, President of the United Afro American Society, 
a militant group, advised NACCD staff member, Lee A. Satterfield, 
that he visited several socialist countries with Thomas Hayden. 
The trip was purportedly designed to see how other people live. 
Hayden's association with Wright is quite significant because 
of the hate philosophy preached by Wright. 

There is no indication of concentrated participation or work 
by the SDS in Newark. It is not known whether or not the SDS 
financed any of the militant groups in Newark before or during 
the riot. However, it is the Students for a Democratic Society's 
policy to give aid to other militant groups when needed. 
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The following outline is a profile of the Students for a 
Democratic Society: 

1. Name of Group SDS, Students for a Democratic 
Society. 

2. Headquarters Chicago, Illinois 

3. Officers President or National Secretary -
Jeff Segal. 

4. Members The Students for a Democratic Society 
presently claims a membership of 30,000 with 
250 chapters, mostly on college campuses. 

5. Publications - Its publication "New Left Notes" 
on October 7, 1966, carried an article admitting 
that there are some communists in the group. 
This article contains a statement that SDS welcomes 
all who seek solutions to the problems of our today. 

6. Objectives SDS seeks to create a sustained 
community of educational and political concern; one 
bringing together liberals and radicals, activists 
and scholars, students and faculty. It feels the 
urgency to put forth a radical, democratic program 
"counterposed to authoritarian movements, both of 
communism and the domestic right." 

7. Statements by Officers of Objective - Its officers 
and publications have called for support for the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee am other 
militant, radical and revolutionary groups. During 
its June, 1967 convention, the SDS adopted a 
resolution to support such grrups regardless of the 
groups political ideology. Specifically mentioned 
were the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
and the Revolutionary Action Movement. 
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8. Written Evidence of Organization--Bylaws, Constitu­
tion, etc. - The Students for a Democratic Society 
was, until 1965, a youth affiliate of the League of 
Industrial Democracy. (The League is the successor 
to the Inter-Collegiate Socialist which was founded 
in 1905 to mobilize college professors and students 
to teach socialism and collective ownership.) 

The Students for a Democratic Society, as it 
presently exist, was actually formed at a convention 
held in Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. A 
group of students, who describe themselves as 
"liberals and radicals," attended this founding 
convention and drafted the "Port Huron Statement," 
the bible of the SDS. This statement covers a 
variety of subjects including peace, poverty, and 
civil rights. The preamble to the Students for 
a Democratic Society constitution states "Students 
for a Democratic Society is an association of 
young people _on the left." 

9. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - Unknown. 

10. Finances - Donations of peace groups and other 
sympathizers. 

11. Appeal to What Groups or Types - Gus Hall, General 
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, has described the 
Students for a Democratic Society as part of a 
"responsible left" which the Party has "going for 
us." As mentioned in item 7, the SDS supports 
other militant, radical and revolutionary groups 
regardless of their political ideology. 

In an interview with Mr. Lee A. Satterfield, 
Willie Wright, President of the United Afro American 
Association located in Newark, New Jersey, advised 
he accompanied Thomas Hayden, a journalist, and 
member of the SDS to Czechoslovakia and other 
socialist countries between September 5-28, 1967. 
Mr. Hayden wrote a book on the Newark riot titled 
"Rebellion in Newark." 
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The trip to these countries was supposedly 
to see how other people live. Wright stated he 
returned to the u. S. while Mr. Hayden stayed 
overseas to visit other countries. Wright related 
the trip was financed by peace groups. 

The United Afro American Association is 
identified as a militant group. Through its 
speaker, Wright, the group has admitted obtaining 
arms to defend the black people of Newark if 
another riot occurs. 

12. Programs - The Students for a Democratic Society's 
convention of June 1967 adopted a proposal that 
their group would consult with black groups to 
combat "divisive racist reactions" in white 
communities to ghetto rebellions by the following 
methods: 

a. By organizing poor and middle class whites 
to act as allies with the "Black Liberation 
Movement." 

b. By distributing literature in white 
communities during "rebellions" explaining 
the facts behind the rebellions. 

c. By organizing sympathy demonstrations at 
police stations and on campuses and using 
civil disobedience if necessary. 

d. By providing legal and financial aid. 

e. By researching the nature of police 
departments. 
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13. Publicity - The SDS receives notariety from 
magazines and newspaper articles within the 
cities in which the group participates. 

14. Influence - The Students for a Democratic Society 
support of riots is shown by the statement issued 
by Rescuers from Poverty, Baltimore, Maryland, 
on July 27, 1967. This statement strongly supports 
individuals who participated in the recent riot at 
Cambridge, Maryland, and protests the arrest of 
H. Rap Brown, the leader of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee. 

Due to the claimed membership of SDS, it is 
quite conceivable that the group exerts much 
influence on the rich, poor, militant and non­
militant people. 

15. Advertising - in the form of circulars and pamphlets. 
It is financed through their organization. Funds 
being received from sympathizers. 

16. Cities Where Most Active - Chicago, the headquarters, 
probably constitutes the bulk of the group's 
activity, however, the group supports and works with 
other groups all over the country. 

The riot in Boston, Mass., on June 2, 1967, 
was triggered by the arrest of individuals who were 
staging a sit-in at the Welfare Office. Included 
among those arrested were five members of SDS. The 
sit-in was sponsored by Mothers for Adequate 
Welfare. 

Investigator 
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SUBJECT: YAWF, Youth Against War and Fascism's Activities During 
the Riot in Newark 

Information on YAWF is rather limited, however, this group 
was present in Newark during the riot. There is no evidence 
to indicate YAWF was involved in a conspiracy to start a 
riot in Newark. 

On July 16, 1967, thirty-five (35) persons from New York 
City representing the Youth Against War and Fascism, a 
Trotskyite organization, staged a demonstration at Newark 
City Hall, passing out leaflets and carrying placards 
denouncing police action and demanding withdrawal of the 
National Guard. 

The following is a profile furnished by the FBI on the YAWF: 

1. Group Name - YAWF, Youth Against War and Fascism 

2. Headquarters - 58 West 25th Street, New York City 

3 . Officers - Unknown 

4. Members - Unknown - supposedly consist of high 
school and college youths 

5. Publications - a magazine called the 11Partisan. 

6. Objective - To overthrow capitalism in the United 
States and throughout the world. 

7. Statement by officers of objectives - Unknown 

8. Written evidence of organization - FBI report 

9. Incorporation or legal recognition - unknown 
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10. Finances - through the "Workers World Party" 
which reorganized on May 12, 1960 

11. Appeal to What Groups - high school and college 
students - black and white 

12. Programs - unknown 

13. Publicity - unknown 

14. Influence - unknown 

15. Advertising - unknown 

16. Cities Most Active - New York City 

17. Ties with Other Groups - Workers World Party 

18. Evidence of Travel -

19. Judgment of Effectiveness - unknown 

20. Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - If a 
revolt does reoccur, the YAWF group can expect 
to demonstrate as be f oc e . 
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FROM : Haywood L. Perry 

SUBJECT:CORE, Congress of Racial Equality, James Hooper -
President of the Newark Chapter 

On October 3, 1967, William Hill interviewed James Hooper in 
an effort to determine his opinion of the causes and the 
effects of the riot. Mr. Hooper related several situations 
that precipitated the riot. 

The causes of the riot were overcrowded schools, Parker/Callahan 
case, medical school site location, and numerous complaints of 
police brutality. 

The overcrowded schools presented a grave problem. Classrooms 
were too small to accommodate 40 to 50 children in a class and 
many of the children attended split sessions. 

In connection with Parker/Callahan case, Mayor Addonizio had 
nominated Callahan, a white Council-at-Large, to fill the post ~ 

"Secretary for the Board of Education. 11 The Negro population ,., 
of Newark presented their candidate for this position to the 
mayor in the person of Parker, a Negro CPA, who holds a Master 

1 

Degree in Business Administration. Mayor Addonizio's rejection 
of Parker for the post created a furor among the Negro population. 

Due to the mass opposition on the part of CORE and other civil 
rights groups, the Board of Education failed to act on the 
appointment of Callahan and Mr. Hess, the incumbent, decided to 
remain as the Secretary. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
!5010-108 

1 

l 

https://101-11.11


- 2 -

The medical school site issue occurred when the Mayor approved 
the new medical school to be placed in the Negro ghetto. The 
selection of the site made it necessary to relocate Negroes 
in the area without providing them with adequate housing. 

In connection with the police brutality complaints, Mr. Hooper 
stated that there have been many instances where citizens have 
filed complaints of police brutality with the Mayor's office 
only to find that the Mayor had ignored them. 

Mr. Hooper related he was personally involved in a case where 
a man and wife were having a family argument. The police 
arrived on the scene and began manhandling the woman. 
Mr. Hooper attempted to obtain the policeman's badge number 
and he was arrested and charged with interferring with an 
arrest. 

Mr. Hooper states that many police brutality complaints were 
lodged with his office after the riot. There is presently a 
suit against the Newark Police Department to bring the 
department under receivership. 

Mr. Hooper reports that the tension between the Negro and 
white community has increased because of the city administra­
tion's anti-riot budget which permitted the police to spend 
thousands of dollars for additional weapons to be used against 
the people. 

Mr. Hooper indicated CORE is trying hard to help the Negro 
people in the community. It is his contention that things 
will get worse before they become better. 

. y 
Investigator 
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United Afro-American Association, Willie Wright - President 
(Newark, New Jersey) 

Enclosures: (1) Article written by Louis E. Lomax, Negro 
Journalist, subsequent to the riot. 

(2) Interview reports of Lee A. Satterfield, 
dated October 9 and November 3, 1967. 

In retrospect to the riot in Newark between July 12 and 17, 
1967, many persons, some on their own time and others on 
professional assignments, have gone to Newark in order to 
attempt to gather chronological information pertaining to 
the cause and effects of the riot. 

Of persons who might have emerged as Negro leaders in the 
community subsequent to the riot, the general concensus is 
that Willie Wright is probably the central figure. Wright 
is the president of the United Afro-American Association, 
a militant group located in the Central Ward, Newark, N. J. 

As stated by Mr. Louis E. Lomax, there seems to be an air 
of mystery about Wright, who is believed by some to be a 
front man for others behind the scenes. Willie Wright, a 
36 year old college dropout, is employed as an engineer 
with the Pennsylvania Railroad, but he has not reported to 
work in weeks. His employers have not called him; he has 
not called them. He is a full time black revolutionist who 
is open about his plans. 

At his headquarters, located at 402 South 6th Street, Newark 
N. J., Wright told Mr. Lomax that he has no faith in the 
justice of the "white man 1 s systemu and as he sees it, there 
is no way out for the ghetto masses other than a direct mili­
tary confrontation with "whitey." He states that 30 or more 
black sisters and brothers who lost their lives during the 
riot must be avenged. Reference is made to Lomax' article, 
"Newark called a hub for black revolutionaries," Page 2, 
Paragraph 1, under title, Military Confrontation. 
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Mr. Wright, a member of UCC, United Community Corp., an 
organization designed to handle all poverty programs in 
Newark, funded by OEO, addressed some 200 people attending 
a meeting of the Trustee Board of UCC and urged that all 
of the black people of Newark should arm themselves for a 
possible showdown with the white people. The people at 
the meeting not only cheered Wright, but the Trustee Board 
unanimously voted to keep Wright on the Board despite the 
fact that the Office of Economic Opportunity had issued a 
veiled hint that all poverty funds to Newark would be cut 
off if Wright was not removed. The Trustee Board consists 
of a majority of Negroes. 

On October 9, 1967, Mr. Lee A. Satterfield interviewed 
Willie Wright at his headquarters, 402 South 6th Street. 
Mr. Wright introduced Satterfield to several members of 
his "Black Patrol ,Uwhich consists of youths who follow 
police patrols and monitor them mainly to record any inci­
dents against black people. 

Wright went on to explain that he is dedicating his life 
to help his black brother in Newark and that he would 
defend them in the event of another rebellion. During the 
conversation, Wright told Satterfield of a cache of weapons 
stored in Newark which consisted of small arms and machine 
guns. He indicated that Louis E. Lomax was the only person 
outside of Newark that had seen them or who would ever see 
them. 

Reference is further made to Satterfield's interview with 
Wright on November 3, 1967, Page 26, Paragraph 3. Satter­
field asked Wright if he was acting as a front man for 
someone else and Wright quickly stated he was not a front 
man for anyone. Wright related that his purpose for organiz­
ing his group was for the defense of the black man. However, 
he subsequently feels that he must change his objective and 
try to motivate people to become more cognizant as to what's 
going on about them. 

In doing so, Wright has prepared circulars concerning the 
members and the functions ofthe branches of city government 
to circulate in the ghetto area. This method is one which 
will educate the people. Wright is of the opinion that it 
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is not necessary to have the entire community follow his 
leadership. He believes that a small number of properly 
trained and determined people can bring about a worthwhile 
change. 

On November 7, 1967, I, Perry, interviewed Mr. Willie Wright 
at the Bridge Club, 343 Washington Street, Newark, N. J., 
concerning his views of the riot. He stated he had previously 
talked to members of the President's Commission on Civil 
Disorders and that he had expressed his views on the situation 
at that time. 

Wright related it is no need for the President to waste money 
settin~7different commissions because he is not going to 
change the situation. He acts as other politicians in trying 
to sway the people in voting for him in the oncoming election. 
Mr. Wright stated that the black people were unjustly beaten 
during the riot and that this made him determine to unite his 
people in order that they may arm themselves against the 
police if and when another riot does occur. Reference is 
made to my interview with Wright on November 7, 1967, Para­
graph 1. 
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Outline of the UAAA 

(United Afro American Association) 

1. Name - UAM, United Afro American Association 

2. Headquarters - 402 South 6th Street, Newark, N. J. 

3. Officers - Willie Wright, President; Leon Moore, 
Lieutenant 

4. Members - unknown by Satterfield or Perry 

5. Publications - as stated by Satterfield; no publications 
have been written by tre group. 

6. Objectives - To raise the black man of Newark from his /' 
terrible plight if it means military confrontation 

11with "whitey • 

7. Statements by officers of objectives - Reference is made 
to Louis E. Lomax' story, entitled 11Newark called a 
hub for black revolutionaries", Page 2, Paragraph 1, 
under the heading of Military Confrontation. Refer­
ence is also made to Lee Satterfieldns interview 
with Willie Wright on October 9, 1967, Page 7, Para­
graph 2, where Wright stated that his primary concern 
is for the black people of Newark and that he will 
defend them in the event of another rebellion. 

8. Written evidence of organization - bylaws, constitution, 
etc. There is nothing in Lomax' column which indicates evi­

dence of a written organization. Mr. Satterfield 
advised me, Perry, that Wright's group has no charter. 

9. Incorporation or legal recognition - none. See answer to 
i tern No. 8. 

10. Finances - Mr. Wright advised Mr. Satterfield that he has 
received donations from other militants who are not 
organized and anonymous donors. 
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11. Groups to which UAAA appeal - As evidenced in Lomax' 
column, Satterfield's interview and Perry's inter­
view, Wright's group appeals to the educated, 
uneducated, the middle class and the people in the 
ghetto, in all, mainly the Negro population. 

12. Program - Willie Wright has not professed any type of 
program that he intends to use to fulfill his 
objective. 

13. Sources of Publkity - UAAA has been publicized at dif­
ferent local meetings, through the local newspaper 
and through articles, such as written by Louis E. 
Lomax. 

14. Influence - The influential impact of UAA.A is not readily 
obtainable since most of the Negro people interviewed 
in Newark feel the same way Wright does, however, when 
his name is mentioned, most people agree that they 
have heard of him but they do not condone violence. 

15. Advertising - The. mere passing out of handwritten cir­
culars throughout the ghetto neighborhood. 

16. Cities where most active - As indicated by Wright, as 
documented in Lomax' column, Satterfield's and Perry's 
interviews, he is only concerned with the black people 
of Newark. 

17. UAAA ties to other groups - The fact that Willie Wright is 
a Board Member of an OEO funded organization, the UCC, 
United Community Corporation, definitely indicates a 
close relationship of ideas and members. As indicated /'\ 
by Satterfield in his interview with Wright on / _.. ( 
October 9 and November 3, 1967, members of UAAA do I~ · 
exchange ideas with other groups around the country. 

18. Evidence of travel of officers of UAAA - Willie Wright 
informed Lee A. Satterfield that he and Leon Moore, 
his bodyguard, had traveled to several socialist 
countries, of which Czechoslovakia and Paris were 
mentioned. Wright advised his trip was financed by 
people in the peace movement; no names were supplied. 
Thomas Hayden, the noted journalist and radical, 
accompanied Wrights group. 
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When questioned as to the purpose of his overseas 
trip, Wright stated that he had traveled to learn 
how other people live and think. He stated that 
Hayden did not return to this country with him, 
but went on to other countries. Mr. Satterfield 
suspects that Hayden visited Viet Nam or Cuba. 

19. Specific instances of activity or identification with 
riot - Reference is made to Louis E. Lomax' column 

under the caption of "Voices of Dissent Remain 
Muffled," where Lomax states that the revolution­
aries were ironically in town preparing for a riot 
for the same day that the riot actually occurred, 
but by other means, the arrest of the taxicab 
driver. 

When questioned by Satterfield on November 3, 1967 
as to the veracity of the statement, Wright did not 
refute it, but merely suggested to Satterfield that 
he refer to the article concerning subject matter. 
Wright explained to Satterfield that he was not 
able to control the members of his organization 
during the riot and that they participated in the 
disorder and looting once it got started. Wright 
adamantly denied any outside agitation during the 
riot. Reference is made to Satterfield's interview 
with Wright on November 3, 1967, Page 25, Para. 2. 

20. Judgement of effectiveness of UAAA - The fact that 
Wright is a member of UCC has created a furor at the 
National Headquarters of OEO and with some of the 
UCC Board Members, mainly white. The police depart­
ment constantly attempts to keep Wright and his 
associates under sllrveillance. So, the effectiveness 
depends on the measures that are taken to contain or 
oversee Wright's activities. 

His effectiveness must be attested to the fact that 
some 200 persons attended a meeting of the Trustee 
Board of UCC at which he was the main speaker and 
advocated violence. 

21. Possible role foreseen if revolt occurs - From statements 
made by Wright to Lomax, Satterfield and Perry, it 
appears evident that much violence can be expected 
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I 



from UMA if a revolt occurs. Reference is made 
to Lomax' column entitled, 11Newark called a hub / 1.. 
of black revolutionariesu. Reference is also 
made to interviews of Lee Satterfield dated 
October 9, 1967 and November 3, 1967, and of 
Perry dated November 7, 1967. 
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Profile of WILLIE WRIGHT as furnished by him to Lee A. 
Satterfield during an interview at the Robert Treat Hotel 
in Newark on November 3, 1967. 

1. Name Willie Wright 

Aliases - unknown 

2. Age: 35 years 

3. Place of Birth: Albany, Georgia) 

4. Family: Wife, name unknown 

Children: 4 boys and one girl - names unknown 
Ages range from 4 to 16 years old 

Brothers: Six. Four live in Newark; two of 
them are employed. One is in the 
U.S. Navy and one lives in Detroit, 
Mich. His youngest brother who 
lives in Newark is named Ike. No 
other information was supplied in 
connection with his family. 

5. Education: 

(a) attended elementary school in Albany, Ga./ 
(b) attended Jr. High School in Massilon, Ohio 
(c) attended High School in Massilo~ Ohio and 

Albany, Ga. 
(d) studied Social Studies for 18 months and / 

criminal law for one year while in the 
Armed Forces. 

(e) studied Japanese and Korean courses. 
(f) studied Social Science for one year through 

a correspondence course with New York Univ. 

6. Military Service: from 1947 to 1950 

(a) Quartermaster Corps ) 
(b) Anti-aircraft Corps) Branches of Service 
(c) Infantry ) 

(d) Rank - Sergeant (3 stripes) 
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7. Residency in Newark: 

(a) visited Newark for the first time in 1946 
(b) moved to Newark in 1950 after being dis­

charged from the military service. 

8. Employment: 

(a) from the time he was discharged from 
military service in 1950 to 1957, 
Wright's employment is unknown. 

(b) from 1957 to October 1967, he was employed 
as an engineer with the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

9. Source of Finance: 

(a) unknown peace groups donate money 
(b) personal funds - as indicated by Wright 

10. Part played in Society - See body of report . 

. 
nvestigator 
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Newark 
Oct.. 9 , 196 7 
Interviewer: Lee Satterfield 
Interviewees: Willie Wright, Leon Moore, :f:~ Jones and others 

Interviewees Willie Wright, Leon Moore, Leroy Jones and others. Mr. 

Wright arranged for me to meet with Leroy Jones. I arrived at Mr. Wright's 
:rt1 

organization on south 6th Street at approximately 8:45 / He introduced me to 
-. 

several members of his young r~t_.:../Lpatrols, an attorney who was present and 
I\. 

two~ ~or three of his associates, Leon Moore being the principal associate . 

. We briefly discussed what €J;~;ur#;;-·~in Newark and some of the background 

conditions and some of the aftermath of the riot, which will be reported 

extensively in other interviews_i_J_~ _______ , ___ ?____ 7 ~~-.From there, after <level-
' .. .._. 

oping this xxaiNx©f kind of rapport with the group, Mr. Wright then took me 

. -~-(_::=f· ' 
to 33 Sterling ~uu~, the headquarters of Leroy Jones. Upon arriving at 

33 Ster 1.ng Av.enue, 1re--:were:;;-m~t-··at·-::,~-~~)'v~ -~3-0-~£!g~~!E.:~9- V'i--:6.l.fS 0y-.-a u:s:d.m'!"".:::~1
. -·~·(._-:-·::r ~-., h ..:i ~- ... -,,,__,,,,~"• b ' 1 ~~--11;· 1 . • 

Mr. Wright introduced mR::--us:-~im. ---"HE;:-i-nt~ He·@'d~ me to Mr. Jones.., ,~;p.parently. 
• ✓ r ~ ) 

in -~-:::-e-b.:tc,.-fq~~EXR»xx~ta class in Arabic was going on ' \\ The hall P .,) packed 
• -- •• • • • . l{i'>.·;:;.;?f;.:-.t;:;~~i~'~».,,,.,,.~'.es.:-.;;)ev'c; 

with 50 .n. ,~-'---,;f(-.) ,q_, ~1-t-~-e-aehs."F::.~~as--=tea-cl:l-i.ng k~~~:"':·:.:.·•·Mr. Jones suggested 

that we go upstairs to the room on the front of the building, where we were 

C.~-;--·.--/
joined by a group from Mr. Wright's organization, ... w-e.t:.e.-3-D-bnecf•-0-y many persons 

who were at Mr. Jones. Introductions were made all around and I was introduced 

i' /,
x~ as a person from Washington investigating the 'rebellion: the-y-''11.~,-·· 

rev:i:e~•--I-Pro_9.?l.Y--£.Q.\l.lsLuo-t..,.JJ.a,ye.~_ga..tt_e_r_1___:i,_t~:if:I·::frcrcr,=±-n-sTst:e..d;•·o&-4-t-.-·--So--.i:t:~s 
-. 'J I . . • 

}. ',. .:._).,/ •lit•~ i~·
I 

( f·
; 

m.pre::-;,;,o-f,..--a-dis"Cussion--ty.pe-_s±~rtra-t:i.'\nL· It/started out: asking: what I expec.t-ed 

our commission could do to change conditions in Newark, and of course I attempted 

turn 1 1 .. ;?-•--,/ c.( .,,~? .. / 
tohd~.aE.gR these questions around , c-I.-t, • L, what did they thl~k the commission 

..,/t-,lt ··,_ 

ought1 to do :_to change "tb.£.s-e conditions in Newark. I got various kinds of 
~1 

https://tohd~.aE.gR
https://1-t-~-e-aehs."F::.~~as--=tea-cl:l-i.ng
https://3-0-~�!g~~!E.:~9-V'i--:6.l.fS
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responses, from "If the President can put in a communication line from the 

White House to Russia, there ought to be a communication line from the White 
{-f ,,_,,/ l (} 

House to the_ people i-n.:=--th~-ee-mffH::tni--&y-of--thecS-e..:cit±:es:;-:bhrc-kNewark." The 

/purpose of this kind of statement was ~o~r. ·.e&1-1;o;-·me· to show me ✓ L ,• -·--· 

understands what· the problems are in the ghetto, -that for him the only thing 

'.· ,•1.---C ( 

the federal government-need do was give him a bundle of money and let_him use 
c:i_-i-- ( •. 

it it~./his own discretion, doing the things that he wanted to do :-~H\t might be . 

appropriate at this point to describe the Spirit House located at 33 Sterling 

Street, Newark, N.Y. It ap~ears that there is a classroom on the first floor 

for the purpose of teaching Arabic or anything else that Mr. Jones might de­

sire and also that this area is used as a stage for his plays and for the 

reciting of poetry or sometimes as a place for showing motion picture films. 

Directly upstairs there are several rooms. The one in which we went as a group 

appeared to have some duplicating k: equipment and a lot of library facilities, 

~- • ,U:.l ~ ( ~-).
books, etc. Toward the back, there is a i room which'ap~s a lot of Mr. 

Jones writing, quite a bit of material on black power and on black revolution-
\..! #J. -..:. .._ L \....•-~ :.._(_ <--... ( .; c'-~· ~..:,.0}, '- (__ \, --·t < J ~. _,:_(l· ~ .1, 

aries,. a-lo-ng--·,wi-th -wr_i-t;.-~ngS::-2:f~ .. ~'Q.~-i __i_::.0-Jf~i::ng record albums. wbic..h .. are..:..:.sold 

-·c.ln .... c~t-·- . h,L ~~·J,.7 (-:'t.-, 7 tJQ..,_( /~l S, (,.
-0-y--a-young-man---who--i-s-a---Mu-s--lri--En.The whole house itself on this particular 

occasion was filled with all kinds of people, ·>7ou;n0 ,'."" ~ young people age 18-19 

years of age and older people. There were many in the Arabic dress, the long, 

flowing type gowns, I suppose you would call them, outer garment, along with 

the red fez-type hat, and many with chains around their neck with East-e.r~n::-S:t.·a-r., 

the symbo 1 of the Eastern Star on it~e\· \Now~v-to_,__.the..-eonv..er:-sa.ti·on:, - our---dis-11
·1 I' 1 • 
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Before we really got started, two members in Arabic dress with the red 

fez on their head, came into the meeting. I was introduced to these people as 

being a member of the Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, t-h·~~alt that 

S v· tr 
\__, 

was there to investigate the cause o~n of the rebellion. One of the members 

with the red fez on his head told me that he would like for· me to take this 

message back to Lyndon Johnson, and that is, that the black people of America 

.t 6) are tired of being treated as slaves; that the black people were seeking their 

. (/, ,~ ,.}- .
identity in America and that white America should not stand 1n its way. ~Ax~EXE 

'(This Muslim stated that he was of Arabic nationality and that all Negroes in 

America can be traced back to its Arabic parents and that as such Negroes ought 

to identify with the Arabic nations, which have al~ays been free nations.}) 

>c·,. ~: ( 

At this point, Willie Wright spoke up and s~ .,._...,t.9 wait a minute, that he 

was not &~ch interested in any religious organization, or any organization 

based on any religion, the thing that he wanted to know was whether or knot 

this organization had a program for the uplift and defense of the oppressed 

1 k. 1 h b 1 k 1 f N k The two 
1 
M;~"s1..fe(m1~peop e, e-g_F?-_::-;f51.':!JP,:r;-_fr:,e a c peop e o ewar . "" _ s·,-·w1· th t.u~ ... ,.,. t 

the red fez became quite incensed over Willie Wright's apparent attack on 

their organization and his remarks calling it religiously based and that he 

was not interested in such. They stated in defense that the organization 

was not based in religion, but on-., :1..ael~fExx:ttrnxid: was a black nationalist 

organization, one dedicated to the uplift of the black people. Willie then 

asked them to run it down for him, give it to him like it is, if they have 

a program to give it to him, give him what their program was. At that point 
maybe 

there were cauti6ns that I was present and/that this was not the proper time 

to give him their program. There.iter followed an argument as to whether or 

not the organization itself, the orthodox Muslim organization, was religiously 

based or ·whether or not it was a~i{;:o- .....,.. based on black nationalism. Willie 

asked the Muslim wha-t;c-::as his nationality, and he of course said that it was 
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Arabic. The other Muslim stated that he would like to run down the whole 

history for Willie and bther friends, so that they could see that they were 

not the slaves of the white man as they felt that the Negro is. First of 

all, they say that the name Negro was given to us and we rejected the name 

Negro} we moved to the name Colored, which was also rejected, and now that 

we have moved into the name Black People, he said, but this does not give 

us a nationality, does not give us a nation. He said that the black people 

in America are like an orphan, an orphan who does not know what his parentage 

is, that if you look at an orphan, he might be the ?rphan of a millionaire, 

but until you could match up his name with that of the milliona{re, you would 
., ~i 

never know that he is/an
I"'· 

orphan, but once the orphan gets the name of his 
l ~-

father, who is a millionaire, then he comes into hi~-~{~n-inheritance of 

/l '-millions. SO too, they say, is the black man in America, that once the.y ·can 

gain)his identity, and that identity being Arabic, the black man in America 

has a culture which is hundreds and hundreds of years old, that goes all the 

way back to Ham, and he traced it all the way down to the present time, and 

that this is the banner under which all organizations of black people ought 

c::r..__. 
to move, move under this banner, with a code xNaxxmRRER code that means instant 

/ 
death to anyone who breaches the confidence of this pnrticular group. The 

question was asked was asked whether or not black people in America j 1.s.t 

r " s~ I
could move under the term Black People and have such a code, and they &a-y·,<-<-

We11, what is your nationality? That is the way this question was asked 

What is your nationality? The conversation obviously was becoming quite 

heated, because Willie Wright refused to accept±~ the Muslim's explanation 

of his background. He stated that he was not concerned with anything inter­

national, that he was not concerned with anything out of Newark, that his 

primary concern was whether or not these people had a program which would 
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enable him to uplift the oppressed black people of Newark, and that if they 

did not have a program that he was not interested in talking to them, but that 

if they·had a program that he would like to hear what that program is, because 

<..l't·--;_._ 
that ~-s his primary concern. He also stated that for the uplift of his people 

he would be willing to join jwith the devil himself~ if it would be beneficial 

to the black people of Newark. 

During this conversation, Le~oy Jones remained rather silent and with 

an air of confidence stated afterwards that, "We'll get him, he'll come around 

in time," and this reference was to Willie Wrigbt's rejection of the orthodox 

Muslim faith~ Apparently, from appearances, Leroy Jones had been won over mind 

and soul to_ the RJN Muslim cause and that one of his primary concerns at the 

present time is to bring Willie Wright into the fold. Willie Wright's 

f,_7,__,._I Fl'.. V., fl-L,,,.,.__,,.,,
lieutenants cautioned him to not reject the whole idea which t-fie-~.moveme-nts 

"a~~'tut ting for th; they feel that he did not necessarily have to join with 

them, but he ought to listen to them in order to get a better idea as to what 

their program and what he needs to do about it. One of his closest lieutenants 

is of the opinion that the Muslims do have a strong program and that ixxwi it 

i-s-winningc-urrd:e-~i---:.F~.g.JA., bringing into its folds.., many of the young Negroes. 

(This is borne out by the fact that there was present at this meeting several 
1 

./... l .. r ~~- -

young Negroes between the ages of 18 and 25 who apparently are .ta-k~i-t,.,..·J:-n. 

with the attitutle and philosophy of the Muslims. They raised questions of 

Willie himself, as to what his program was, why did he think that he could 

·n-- /1 ,)( ~-.( 
. 
....' 

'\ 

be successful under the banner of~~~Hte black 'm/11~ (..'.?-):-.wh&Zt~one:..::.els~~-::had~:b..e~n-.--· ,,.. 

They felt very strongly that in order for the black man to be successmilil in 

( America, he must be in a position to bring in outside help. Therefore, it 

was quite important for the American black man, for the black man -- they 

reject the term American -- to put himself ~NxxhR under one banner and that 

is the banner of the Arabic natio~: 

https://i-s-winningc-urrd:e-~i---:.F~.g.JA


to uplift the black people of America under one banner and you could call 

that banner whatever you like, however he rejected the banner of Black People, 

because black people per se do not have a nation. He rejected Negro for--•·the 

s.ame=r~--s-on and Colored for the same reason. Again he made it a point that 

all it will take .is a little time and that Willie would begin to see things 

their w_,.ay. 

/ This group discussion then became sort of a shouting match, with Willie 

still rejecting the idea of any kind of an organization founded in any religion 

~with any international overtones. His primary concern was for the black 

people of Newark and how he would defend them in the event of another rebellion. 

\ C--·..J--► ,.._. 

ere ._§.everal young people)who. raised questions of Willie, trying to 

attack his position of not wanting to deal an organization with religious 

overtones. Willie sort of xn rejected their questions on the ground that they 

were too young and inexperienced to know what it was all about or to even under-­

stand what the problems were in Newark. 

At this point, the whole conversation sort of got out of hand. Leroy 

Jones broke it up by stating that he didn't think any useful purpose was being 

served by the people shouting at each other, that he had work to do, and that 

we ought to leave. As I prepared to leave, he approached me and stated that he 

realized what my problems were and he was sorry that I had to hear this whole 

discussion, because it showed that the black man is much more divided than he 

would like for the American people to believe and that we still have a long 

ways to go, although there is a beginning. Willie Wright also stated that 

he was sorry that I had to -i;,,dtness such a discussion, for the same reason., t-t:-~}t-
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~Leroy ''';'.fcrne·s7gave_Q_~~.§_gfe ... i~:~-i--ftdi·ea ....t/-on-of--t-~_::::-§J.~,\ts i_<?..~-_§_~E,f:~·the b.lack 
J I I -- ✓--- ) / / /~ 

.people ...--But---he--.stated that he_w.ou ld-be--wi:i-lin° .t(Lli.s.ten __tc:Lthe.:d~, 1.ch him-. I ------~;---- - -;--~~-..--::..0- /_,,/ /..,- .;r/ 

I I I ..•- --- ------
.~ ~lf .. =..:::-again , ... he. rea ff i,rme.d i.s--p0 si-tion,-tha .t-he-.w.o.uld __ b_e.-3.fil"l·iog:::t:o---the-

/ { 
d~i_J_hims;e 1 f-i·f-i:-t---mean t-up l~i-f ti-ng ..--and----get ti.ng-J;..id-of--the--oppres sor-s -of--the 

\ 

-bl-adf~~;1:-e-ic41=::o,.~.p·k:-,·: Mr. Jones gave me a copy of a press conference, x 

of the Newark Black Survival Committee. In it, it states the nature of the 

rebellion, description of brutality, and recommendation of intervention. This 

document also describes Leroy Jones' arrest during the riot. 

E-I---b_gli~}lctha_t;Ji~£OY:--..£<LY.g:::me..-:."7thi-a7;b_e..c.aus.eJ1e-_-;_was,vr..a.th.er-sor.r.y--:t;ha-b::.WE':-.-.... 
...~ .. ~ ..,__ ,-~···-·; __ _ 

.,...-.·~ 
r/ ,. -~i.n~_::.:h-i ~haL.h..e_c.alls_a_..r.ehtll.i on. .. ~_i....f.ou nd._b,Qth. Wi 11 i e __Wri gh t ..and 
'--''"",J/_ __ --.: t t'--'- ...... ... c .......,'4:--,,,.,_H.,l,',/0 ... L,c·-L ...-,1.J '-C.(

.,. _, -•~,.., \, 'f I 

c.~ Leroi Jones ~M two interesting peisonalities; both appear to be quite sincere 

in their beliefs, and both have completely divergent beliefs as to how the 

black people can best go about getting rid of the':"oppressors." Willie certainly 

at this point has rejected anything of foreign origin, whereas Le:oy Jones 
i -r·· ~ 
V,L,u 

appears to have accepted the orthodox Muslim belief. He is running Spirit House 

along this line, and it appears from conversations with many people that he is 

doing a tremendous job with the young people in the community, and his ew work 

.//.;---/ Iin the community is having its ~a~,(~➔.' Therefore, I feel rather strongly that 

the Black Nitionalist type organizations have fertile ground for expansion in 

https://vr..a.th.er-sor.r.y--:t;ha-b::.WE


Newark 
Oct. 9, 1967 
Interviewer: Lee Satterfield 
Interviewee: Willie Wright 

This is an interview with Willie Wright, President of the United 

Afro-America Association, a militant group located in the central ward, 

Newark, New Jersey. This should be under the broad he~ding, ''Background, 

Beginning of Mr. Wright's Interview." 
(Negro) 

Mr. Wright states that Newark does not have any/department heads, 

that there are no police officers in a position of authority except for.a 

l · ·11,..•••-· 

Captain Williams,---J.bi.:eh is a recent appointment. Mr. Wright stated that 

he would like to have a police captain who controlled a precinct, a~d he 

would prefer to have him controlling a precinct in the Negro community. 

. ,.\.,t~ vh ..~ ....
He feels that Director s..t·~n-er would not allow this _for two reasons: 1) 

,cf--,,b ..( ~--•:...I·· 
it would cause a confrontation between the white policemen and th-e..; J-s-g,ro 

s,..JA-

police who would be in charge, and 2) that it might aid in wiping out 

brutality which is condoned by the mayor, the chief of police, and the 

director of police. 

Mr. Wright stated that his organization had written letters to the FBI 

asking the FBI to clarif.y its position with respect to the investigation of 

brutality complaints by Newark citizens. He has not at of this date received 

an answer to his letter~·to the FBI. He also states that the mayor has refused, 

cases of police brutality. As a result, police brutality has become one of 
r.....l . i.,... 

the major concerns of the-~1e~~community. He also mentioned the fact that a 

suit has been started in Newark to put the police department into receivership. 

He states that he is not a party to this suit and the reason that he did not 

become a party to this sui.t is that people would look upon it as being a 
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"Willie Wright grandstand." 
,2( , , J. 12 (.:;/<-~Q._, (,,i~ c 
IJ ~ ..<... - I 

Mr. Wright states that the• '.-_0 ro_-..w very embittered over the "murders":, 

committed during the riot by the ~xiE police department. He said prior to the 

J(
Hrebe Ilion whenever a black man was killed, it was always called "jus ti f iab le 

homicide" except in one instance when a black policeman killed a man, then it 

was investigated. A further part of the police brutality and the tension that 
causes 

it/EHXRH in this area comes from the fact that, in Mr. Wright's opinion, the 

judges will not accept RE charges against the police dep?rtment, and if they 

accept chatges against the police department they find the witnesses against 

the police department unreliable on some basis. He states that there was one 

really serious case of brutality against police officer Martinez. In this 

case he says that several of the witnesses against Martinez were found guilty 

by the judge of making false statements, and that people found guilty of 

making false statements had either to make public apologies by court order 

to Officer Martinez. 

Lt 4) 

~gh W.i llie .l;,J-right. ._This -wi~H-be- tape 1/:--4·-,-:--.referring.-..again- to .. the-·E-as t 

Or~ge~-Nevrark~bo.rde.J:.....in.cident; 

Mr. Wright stated that Patrolman Martinez was involved in this incident 

and that the policemen, Newark policemen, had seven or eight guys laid out in 

the street and that the police reacted like mad dogs turned loose in the 

street. (Mr. Wright appeared :tM not to have any detailed information on the 

incident itself.) 

https://Or~ge~-Nevrark~bo.rde.J:.....in
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Mr. Wright outlined for us the procedure as he understood it for making 

complaints about a police officer to the police department. He stated that 

you would make the complaint to your precinct captain and that after making 

the complaint the police t-ts-.e,1-,-fwould make an investigation of the situation 

and that upon making the investigation, the matter would be referred to the 

• <:~.,:_,,;?,"-,,..--,_v,__ 
Director of the Police, Director St€~er-~p-+0 and that at this point you 

~7,...7_.J,.·J,,...,.·1,.i..._ 

could not go any higher, and that Director -St-e.ener has never in his memory 

found against one of his policemen. Therefore, he feels that it is rather 

futile to file complaints against the police. J 
) 

We then went to the issue of the Canine Corps. Mr. Wright stated that 

he would not dignify the move they are making now to bring a canine corps 

into Newark or take part in the discussion with respect to this issue, H 

because he fee-ls that they are beclouding the whole issue. The issue, as 

seen by Mr. Wright, is that the city has already equipped itself with riot 

equipment and that anyone who limits the issue to the canine corps is "a 

damn fool." Mr. Wright feels that the tocal, state, federal governments are 

all preparing their personnel with riot equipment, that it is obvious that 
~ 

they are preparing to become involved in a genocide war with the black people. 

#He stated that the Japanese whom the white man has already put in a concentra­

tion camp is an example of this kind of war. Therefore, the black man must 

get some ammunition, must get weapons, to defend themselves. He repeated, 

"There must be a defense against this kind of genocide." He went on say that 

man is already involved in a genocide war against the black man, and he feels 

, that as soon as the whites are properly equipped with weapons, this war will 

be carried out. 
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,--; i! : , (:~;l --' - l.1 ,.......,..-\.."' --- l. ~,__ v..........__,.....i..-..___ .... 

Mr. Wright fee-ls that Newark has not beel'.1--t•ak-:fmg any steps either 

before or after the "rebellion" to deal effectively with the problems of the 

black people, that they a;pointed Larrie ~~~s Director of Health, Ew~~n 

and Welfare ~.rr~"r~hat this :1/t..:-aslap and a direct insult to the black people, 

that she is merely a politician and that the appointment should have been a 
<:--~;.;,.5-t.,,,x:.;, 

knowledgeable individual to represent the black peopl~. He feels that State 

that there was one instance where three Negroes were arrested and that he 

asked Dr. Inge, the county physician, to check up on the beatings, and Dr. 

Inge told him to check with the proper authorities --:m<xso here is the 

county physician who is asking him to check with the proper authority. If 

he is not the proper authority, who the hell is? 

Another problem mentioned by Mr. Wright was that of consumer problems, 

overcharging for food products, poor city services, etc. Employment also is 

also one of the problems -- underemployment, rather, is one of the problems 

of Newark. Mr. Wright also stated that there was much hassling over the 

rights of people on welfare: \. - ✓). .·-°"./\ poor health service at the city 

hospital; that mothers take their children to the hospital and they have to 

wait hours on end for services. ~µ!ha,~ there is a high mortality rate with 

As to the business community itself, Mr. Wrighte1t:tstated that it is 

(' { !.....,,.-\ 
difficult to break into the general contracting around-~~- in Newark. That 

it's all tied up by special interest groups. 

__,~.J1r.~r-igh-t __~QD~..s __ p,.._Ler.oy--Jon~-1-t-11e-·eortver·sati·on--&nd::._h~-·-sta-tes 
-=~ihe-:-c-ou r ts _..--·-------•-..... .,.,--........ ......_. . 

(thinks?) ....EhaE1..x$'~X:irn·--a-re--:used ...a 1.so.~.to :--ke_e.1Lthe-h.lack man~down,~n.a.;,an 
----------- . . \ • . - ·- - . ,,. -- . -, i ( t' ," . - { ,.... -

': I r' f c·,.l - L I { ......./ . l · j . (_ I • - r I - ,t~- ,. (; I.-'· L J (,.__ ....___' \....// .~.... . ·'-•· }1'- _ ... ,_, - '.,_ • ..., 
,J 

{-·• ,I • it,J...c.~-I.J 
I 

https://1.so.~.to


- 5 -

' 
~-J-:..~·.,~j~ J 

He stated tha·t the·· case was scheduled to 

come up on a trial calendar, however, that the court shifts people around on 

trials. The purpose is to try to hold back Leroy Jones' trial. He also 

stated that Leroy Jones had problems getting bail because the judge stated 

that to allow him to go out on bail would be like releasing 1 
~ mad dog in a 

I l 
slaughter house. 

Another one of the background problems was the medical college site. 

Mr. Wright stated that from the survey that was taken that the people did 

not want the site for the med school, that there was no communication with 

the com.munity during the planning for the med school site. That at the 

blight hearings there was a massive turnout on the part of the people in the 

city council chamber, and that there was no standing room, and that speakers 

were on hand to speak until 3 or 4 a.m. in the morning. He stated that this 

was one of the things which created additional tensions in Newark prior to 

the "rebellion." 

Another problem is that of public schools and the fact that there is 

no low-income housing in Newar~k and none will be built in the near future 

because the city can't afford to. 

--Interviewees· o'f"-'Newar-k; Wi-+lie. .Wright, Leon- Moore,. Leroy -Jones_~§!ll.d-.o.ther.s ., 

·Mr.- Wrig_!.:~_~r.t§.nged__for_me to. meet with Leroy Jones. Iarri ved --a-t---Mr-.•-··' 



Newark 
Oct. 9, 196 7 
Lee Satterfield Observations 

At this point I think it is appropriate to make a few observations 

with respect to Willie Wright and with respect to discussion at the Spirit 

House. First of all, Willie Wright seems to be sincere in his belief that 

there will come a time when the Negro, or the black people, as he puts it, 

will need to defend themselves against the police and against the white 

community in Newark. I sincerely believe t·hat he is preparing for this de­

fense by gathering arms, physically gathering arms, to be used in the event 

of another disturbance. Beyond this, I 5elieve he is also training the very 

few people he now has in± his group in the use of these arms. Willie Wright 

suggested to me that he has such an arsenal and that the possil:ility existed 

that he might show it to me sometime. However, this was never done during my 

stay in Newark. 

As to the discussion at the Spirit House, I got the distinct impression, 

maybe erroneously, that there were k other people there who were in an invest~ 

gative capacity. I don't think I'll take it beyond that, because it was merely 

an impression on my part. Neither could I understand the attitude of the 

attorney who was present, for he was much more violent in his comments than the 

so-called militants, and I was wondering juJt what his presence meant. 

As to Leroy Jones, it appears that he has become a Muslim and that his 

whole purpose for living is to advance their cause. He is also seeking, and 

this is my impression, to bring within the Muslim base Willie Wright; who up 

to this point at least has rejected it because he rejects anything which is 

based on religion or which has some international connotation. Willie appears 

to be really dedicated to the one task, and that task is to uplift the black 

people of Newark. He stated to me on several occasions, and I ~o believe him, 
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that should anything happen to him, that there will be an immediate retalia­

tion by his people against the police force itself. 

As to the defense of the black people, Willie states that really the 

: I / /

black people are not ready for another 'rebellion,· and that he doesn't really 

want to do anything at this point which would trigger another violent situa­

tion where many, many black people are killed. That given the time, however, 

and the proper preparation, that the black people will be ready in the event 

there is another rebellion, and that XN at that point you will see that there 
c?..._..,./i('-. < ; 

·will be quite a bit of killing, and it will not all be on the part -- that those 
,;._ 

dead will not all be Negroes, or black people, but t:i;{is takes time in order 

to build defenses. He is N~iH of the opinion that mo.&t~y the people who are 

always talking revolution do not know what it is all about. The more they 

talk the more you know that they do not know what it's all about, tha5/revolu­

tion is something that you ought to intend to win, not just to be annihilated. 

Willie Wright stated that he did not believe that you need a very, very 

large army in order to carry out a successdul revolution. For he believes 

jttS"_t..::b:i.J1.1s.ef,. that he could, for the most part, put Newark out of operation_.on 
~ i,:}--.,. ~:- ;;,,l,,..;).,;.d "'J-·•·-• 

his .. ~own,- because he ,know.s there are certai11- things that
1 

one can do that can stop 

the operation of a city like Newark~ an.d-:t.,._ha,tHebelieves before he was caught 
i.._-J.. :._.-,.__:___ 

that he could do tho:s-e things to really put Newark in chaos. r--fee½ ·s:i.rJ.Ce.r--e-1-y 
I ., if· • ,J./i,, ... /~. ~.~•,.~/l. ,·;I<( {t:_;;._ ,, • .:.,-}, 

that·)1e. ~~uJ-cl--attempt to do something like~·that if he is pushed into that --M.nd . /·, 

0 f a corner; .-u'·\Ji..., l\_i D \ \.~:·)--'--l'l '.JC rt-_1 -----1 C' ? .• -/ 

Another point which I think I ought to mention here, and that is in one 

of our random conversations he mentioned the fact that had the canine issue 

not been voted out, voted favorably to the black people of Newark, that the 

following day he planned to~~~' t, -be had been gathering something like a 

r.•."'-''· '>..:1

hundred dogs, and that he was pl--cmn1'·-t-§--to turn them loose in the down town area 

https://operation_.on
https://jttS"_t..::b:i.J1.1s
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and on City Hall and say to the people of the white community, "If you want 

dogs, here they are -- now handle them the best way you can." 

We were unable to really complete our interview with Willie Wright in 

terms of the chronology which we had set up and as to what he had done during 

the riot itself: Although we do have this information from many other sources 
l 

i-t is quite important that we get it 
1
from Mr. Wright himself, so we w-ill con-I . 

elude this part of our loose-end document, and should we ever have the oppor-

tunity to go back to Newark, we will complete our interview with m him. 
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NTEiWFFlCE rffHOl0-\NDUN 

1r. -Hilson 

Lee Satterfield 

S 1bj cc.t:: Intc.rvicw 1•.1ith Hillie 1h"ight in Nc1vark, New Jersey on 
·;,ric1ay, November 3, i967. 

I met Hillie Wright at '·he Bridge Club at approximQtely 12 :30 

p.m., on Friday, November 3, 1967. We were together continuo~sly 

inti. approximately 3:30 a.~. on Saturday morning, November 4, 1967. 

I am going to attempt to dictate he events a~ they occurred 

d ring In)' stay in Neuark, New Jersy. Per 11aps from this chronolozy 

o~ events, you will also get an incication of the type of individual 

·1illie Wright is . 

.... . had- calle ahe.::~d on Thursday and arranged to meet with 

'"Tillie Wright at 11:00 p.m. Tl-H.tr~day. :night. Hy fli~ht was delayed; 

..._·ere fore, I. di not arrive at •• e 10tel until approximately 1- :30 

~ .m. I was told at the desk·that a call had come· in from a ma e • 

:ndividual; however, since I had not made reservati~ns, they would 

not ·accept any message. I ·waited at the hotel for a return ca 1; 

•.owever, none cameo I called. he area board number which Hr. Hrigh t 

had given my sec re ary;; howcvc-r-) there was no answer. No con-act 

made with Willie Wright ~n Novernber-3. 

Friday morning a~ approximately 8:00 a.rn., I started my calls 

to Willie Wrigh I cal eel continuously for approximately onc. hour;o 

no a1swcr. I went to breakfast, ret1rne<l about 9:30; started my 

calls again. No answero FinalJ.y, decided to call a very good 

friend of Willie Wright's, AJ. Drown, a clerk for one of the district 
.. \ \ . j I • 
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• 10rtly thcrca_ftcr he returned my call. I told him that I 1wd Leen 

111c:1.kingan cffo:-~l to contact Hill~.c Hright; howc~ver, 1 had bc.:cn un-

succ ssful; cmd I woulc.l -ike very nn..1ch, if.he knew Willie's ,;-;hereabouts; 

to cont.::i.ct him for me and let h:~m know that I had arrived in Newark. 

r1r. Brown stated tha • he would do jus~ ·his, and I thank.0.d im an<l 

~~~ hu1g up. I waited approximatcly·anothcr hour at the hotel, and 
.. 

a ou~ 10:30, I decided I would go and )ick up an automobile from the 

'inney cai lot, in order to have transportation. I left the hotel, 

wnnt -o Kinney's) picked up the au~rnnobile: and at approxbnately 

2:00 p.m., - arrived at the Bridge Club. I ordered lunch, and 

·nu"11edLs.··cly·wen~ to the telephone and called Willie Wright again .. 

t this. time Willie Wright was there;· he answered; I told him where 

I was; hes ·ated that.- e had just attempted to ca11 me at the hotel, 

nd I told him that I still wanted to talk with him, ~nd he stated 

t at he wou d be at the Bridge Club within the hour. 

• ordered lunch, and while seated t~ere, (I was seated beside 

wo other gent'lemen whom I di not introduce myse 1£ to or meet)_; 

o·,.;i01cr., Al Brmm arrived for lunch and introduced me to the other 

vo gentlemen. One was a Mr. Coleman; the other a Mr. Horne; both 

of the Governor's Cormnission on Civil Disorders. Both were Negro, 

and investigators. Hr. Brm-111 stated to the two gent lernen that he 

··new ma very well, and that perhaps we would like to talk about our 

two efforts in.investigating civil disorders. I learned during this 
<., 

conversation that Mr~ Coleman ard Mr.·Horne had taped an interview 

https://cont.::i.ct
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with H:i.lli.c \vrii:;ht on '111un,cl.:1y. As a 111-1.ttc~rof facl:, t1wy \._rcrc 

·ap:i.n~_thcir intcrvio.u with W:i.llic Wright \-Jhcn I caJ.lcc1 to arnmzc 

my interview with him. Hr. Iornc anc1 Hr. Coleman spoke ge:nc~raJ.ly 

of their efforts, and the fact that they had been tnping som2 o[ 

'1e younger people who participated in many of the disturbances in 

,.."'ewark, New Jersey; and that opefully, we could get toget wr with 

espect to some exchange of information. 

hlr. Horne also gave me some additional names for the city_ of 

nglewood and an· additional nm1ic for Nc\•7 Bruns\•7ick, \•1hich I have 

suhsccrL1cntly given to the team leader, Hr. Sharp. 

Mr. Wright arrived ·while I was still having. lunch, and still 

conversing with Mr. _Hprne and Mr. Coleman. There Has no .doubt that 

e. knew the two gentlemen, and of course he knew Al Brmm. We 

riefly discussed our missing eac1 other the evening before, and 

what our plans would be during the day. Mro Wright s ta te<l that he 

uJc·.:'.)
ad some small matters ·o take care of; however, thD.t I \•J-DU·-h1--r·bG 

() .
•a- 0 C,G'..-..,.."'-C'....:.v-..,~,:.,.., 

wclcome)al.ong on~-,thewtr.i.p? while he took care of these matters. 
~·r-~0 ~ r-1.,, ~ -:R--=) 

a copy of a merno/~;;;\:11·~;-\;;~ght of the 
:. re. Jrightf;'shm,,ed me 

. nited Afro American Association, which he intended to publish during 
. ( 

ay. He stated tha he would distribute this memo to peo-)le in 

l is·group, and that it would get greater publicity than it would if 

e called a press conference and gave it to the press. He gave me 

the distinct impression that doing it this way would allow him to 

:each his people, where if he sent it to the press, they probably 

would not publish it anyway. ·n essence, the memorandum from 

Willie Wright talks about ,~1at happ~~c<l on Hallowcc~; the fac. that 

·11C~1·ew.1.s no 1.ootj:ng, rioting and blooclshcd; and scconc1ly, i • askec1 

https://ge:nc~raJ.ly


ircctor Spinet of tl1c New.:.11:kl?ol:i.cc.'. Department to .:1.ppcd.i1.l: C.::.~;;_·. 

Hilliarn~; to the joL of a precinct captain. Willie sl:al·.ccl to 1.>:· 

o do· ·wo other things; one is a rnc~1torandum next week attac.1~1., 1 :_; .... 

administration.) or not necessarily attacking ·-he administrai.:::., ..·,·,., 

as he pu - it; but inform:i.ng the people of .\vhat ,1.:1.s going on in t::.-: 

a<lministratinn; and secnndly.) a memorandum to the people advi::::.n; 

them \~at was going on as to the construction of the new Couuty 

Courthouse. He stated that this was very important because Ncgrc~~ 

were -not allowed_ in the craft unions and were not ailowed in t::~~ 
--------- ~ ___________ ... ____ ., _____ .. _______ ,,_ •. --·- - -----~------·---·-----••'-•-·--·------·-· ~-···- - •• 

cons true tion industry, genera 1-.y, and .it was his hop2 that he c 0;_, 1. 

g~t ~is people together and shut down construction on the neu Co~ 

Court,10use al together. 

After I had. completed my lunch, and we had talked general l:'.· 

Wit Horne anc} Cole1!la~1-~and'Brmm, the latter three left the Bric1::::;:o 

Club, and Willie and I continued there for a short period. There­

aft~r, it was close to 2:30--3:00 o'clock., ~n-d---he stated that he 

ad to pick up some· c 1ildren, and again invited me to accompany' bi:'.. 

We ecided to go·in his car, and it was a 1948 Cadillac. said> 

'~illie, this is not the car that we rode in before'', and he said> 

"no, this is my brother.' s car". This was my first inkling that· 

Willie Wrig11t had additional members of his family in Newark: 

. asked i.m at this point did he have other brothers in 1Jew.ark, and 

ne s tate<l that he did; that he had fi vc. brothers, and .I asked \•7ha t 

\ 
were they doing, and he said two were in business, and he seemed 

I 

https://inform:i.ng
https://1.ppcd.i1
https://l?ol:i.cc
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r(\lucl.::rn.t to go beyoncl that, so I did not press lhc point. 

a:\gol \-
n his car .:1nc1 startecl to eo destination unknown as far 

was c.onccrned -- just _the fact that he had ·.o pick up some pco )le. 

The first recognizable street that we entered was Springfield Ave;_ 

nue; n~cognizable to me, that is. As we ~icgan to ride up Springfield 

venue, Willie began to point out~ me establishments that were 

' d • 1 h ·1 d •1ootecL urJ.ng t 1c c~is turoance; , • '· c 1a:.~ 
1 reac11ct t h c point no\·7 O.L.r. 

ca·lling it a riot, but everytirnc he calls it· a riot., he said 11 
. 'm 

all~ng it a riot because you guys are the ones who call it a riot; 

·twas :i;;eally a rebellion". 

Upon entering Springfield Avenue, Willie began pointing out 

o me establishments which were looted during the disturbance in 

-uly. I am unable., at ·his point., to ro.i·:1c:mbcr the VD.rim.t.s names 

of the establishments, b_ut. I will try ·o relate some of his comments 

with re spec· to some of the places ·which were looted e would say,Q 

"Look at tha place; the market. This guy was really taking our 

eople, so some of. the fe lm-1s took care of it:" Further along, 

he said, "Lpok at the clothing store here. This guy was selling 

clot es to our people &t ridiculous interest'; ridiculous prices 

and -~diculous carrying charges, so some of the brothers took care 

J,,•jr,:.v' 

of it 11 
• Ie further went on to say /it ·was contrary to reports, when 

H--:.__-:..~- P,.,ci:t(~.,,.._;[;··ko '~if.;..~/.n_ -:-Sf::-~. c.t\ ... :?J.J.--~~ 
··we came to· a liquor store~;:- he--.said--that-··the liquor itsel-£"·\·:c/s,-not 

/'J.,f!.,.Q,.f·1·/'""~~- f . t · -' fl/ £ 1 d b ttl fl ea . y-tatcen or consump ion" j,nany o • 1e cases an o • cs o 
__ ... -······· ··•-.::::;::;_::__:····•• ---·--·-·------ .------

' -cuor were just taken and broken; the guys were that angry with 
. -.....------------------. -------- - ----------------·-· 

,._ 1c particular o\-mer of that particular store or establishment. 
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When we c.::111tc to this parU.cu1ar fund.tu re: stor,5, tJ:i.J J ~.c _. 

establis11rncnts which had been looted. At one point on Springfield 

Avenue., Willie ~>oppe~ an<l said that he had to go to the post office 
1 

a~d waited in _the automo~ile. He returned shortly thereafter, 

sto)ping'near the car to read whatever mail he had picked up at 

1/".-..-...~A- l-:-~..-..T!;/,,J~c'
the post of fj.ce . Upon re-entering the car, w0/·s-:tart~.cl up S· ring-

. ('/.<--;)!_.
.field Avenue ah~we ran out of gas. After corifirrninr, the fact that . 0 

\ve we~e out of gas, Willie stated that there was a service station 

·ust a short distance ahead. We. both got out of tl1e car and walked 

toward the service station. As we approached the station, Willie 

stated that his station was not bothered in any way; he said that 

·he guy who supposedly owns it is Negro, but he is fronting for a 

white man; 11but. so what--he has to make a living". We arrived at 

he station, artd Willie bought 50 cents w~rth of gas; we returned 

to the ~ar an- he put the gas in the gas tank and we again attempied 

to start the automobile. It would not start. • As we talked about 

ings generally, Willie casu~lly got out of the car, removed he 

coy-cring from over the carb~~,uretor; poured a little gas directly 

into the carburetor, got into ·~e car, attempted to star~ it again 

nf i- would not start; got out and poured some additional gas in 

and got back into the car, and after a little bit, it startedg 

llii~c the car was running, he atternvted to put the covering back 

https://w0/�s-:tart~.cl
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on tl1c carburetor. The covcr:i.n~ is in L\,10 p.:i.rts. As he au~c.111)l~cd 

Lo put it on) i: never could fit pro~)Crly, so he. then separated 
, ,,, 

tne covering, and as he ·was scnaratin3 it, he Scd~cl., "t:l·i'~ti··are 

some things you can't rush", and seizing this opportunity, I sc~ic1 
. . 

"That's true, even life itself, you can't rush it. 11 He said, "You're 

r:Lght, ·and that ,·s what I am beginning to realize; some things you. 

can't r 1sl ; anc1 this i.s why I am doing this thing piece by. piece;· 

1 ·s week, I'm talking about Spina; nbxt week I'll be putting out 

a memo talking about Addonizio, and the fol.lowing week I'm going 
I 

to put out a memo talking about the County Courtl~;··-::.~;:-...~his timG, 

he had the covering back on the carburetor; we were back in the 

car, continuing up Spring fie lc1 Avemie ~ He again began to point 

:)ut business establishments on Surin°fie1d. Avenue which had bce:n 
. ... C> . 

g2ncrally stating what he, stated before; that 11th is guy was 

...;_-unfair.", or had mistreated Negroes, rn:xB:klnnr. and as a result 

elcc ed for looting ~n~ breaking of windows. I asked Willie 

)r not ··1cre had enn any pre-planning with respect to which 

re o be sc1.ected for looting or window-breaking purposes. 

that: in order to be as selective as they were, there must 

some ~lanning. He was not more specific. 

turned off Springfield Avenue, and ·we stopped -by .the 

..2,:c1ql\a:i. rs .of the UAAA on South 6th s-i:reet. He old me he would 

ut, so I remained in he· car as he went into th~ !-,._~:~---

:rs. Shm;tly thereafter he returned, go"'.:,t .back into the 

,e continued to riclc. We then were. on Clinton Avenue, 
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.:tn 1 he. statcc1 11
.:1 lot of people fell t1rnt Spr:i.n~;.[:i.clc1 Avenue \,1.:1.s 

·he only pL1cc was really hi·. There were other places hittl1.:1.t 

i.1 ;ei;-Jark besides Springfield Avenue", and hc. beean to point out 

some of ·he business establishnents on Clinton Avenue that were 

it during the riot. He continued on, and he stopped talJU.ng 

about establishments i;iliich were hit per se, and we soon arrived I 

at a fairly residential area; fairly good-looking ~esidential 
• -- -..__ -·-- ... -- --· __ .,.. • ·- ... ·- ... ... .. .. .. ... • ---- • 

area with frame houses that seemed to be well-kep ·, and we parked,· 
••• . ···-·····. ••• ···-·- ·····-···-

~-1 front of one of them, and Willie went on inside. Shortly,· e 

came out ~ith two lovely looking kids, a boy and~ girl, and they 

were carrying large cardboard; car boards the size that you do 

rinting on or put.up posters with. As he ~pproached the car, he 

did not introduce the kids to me by name; he merely said, ''Lee, 

;.: ese are my god-c;hildren". The kids got into the car, put the 

cardboards in; got into the ca~, and we drove off .. He then stopped 

shortlY" thcrca"fter at what ~ would consider a .corner at ore, and 

t c kids got out of the caro They were very polite, nice looking 

. ids; they spoke very nicely to me, said "goodbye"; got out .of 

he car and went into the store; Willie went in ;; long with the kids, 

and I waited in the car. About two or three minutes later they 

came out of th_c store; the kids said goodbye to Willie and started 

·hc•=-car·:,·~~ncL Hillie at this point said, 'ti;•le are right on the 

Nm,1ark-East Orange border".· I said, 11Well, do you live in this 
I - ·---"•..::.=_-_;.,::.~·:~.:._'_:·· -·-·--· • · ···:.::::.·:t· ... - ____ .. ___ _ 

area, Willie?", and he stated, "}Ic'avcns, no; that's all ....: c people 
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uptown ·x,;,ouldHant; to sec me living oul: lwrc. I have to Jive with 

11my people. If I ucrc living 01t }ere.) that \•;,ould be it. I said, 

11wcll, \·1ill the kids get home all right", lie said, "Yo.s, they only 

h.:1.vca short distance to \\1alk 11 
• I so.id-.) ' 1Hell . .) I am very .uch 1 

interested in this Ncwark~East. Orange border incident.) cou <l you 

show me where it occurrccl? 11 He said, "Yes" (we were on 7th Street t 

! 
at hat ·ime); "we ·would ·have to ·get ovcff ·o 1!1-th Street". I. 

/ 
Then he said "Better than that, I know a guy named Turner l 

• .,,.\..._~-----...'·- .. ..- . i 
who· was really involved in all of this; perhfips it would be better ! 

r 

if I rut you in touch with h~~im, since we have such a short period l 
I 
t 

of irne. 11 I agreed. 

Willie then drove to the UCC office.) where we went in. 

Most.of the people we met knew Willie; greeted him fri~nd~ly; 

some of the young_ ladies even say "Willie, we are with you; we 

are behind you 00 percent". The men were equally-as friendly. 

We went ·nto the office of She is also 

became apparent fromwel knmm by Willie, and it our conversation 

hat they had had considerable prior contact. (I had met,Miss Ed­

wards on my first trip to Newark.) 

.Miss Edwards and Willie carried on a·c 0 nversation about 

what had tran~pirecl the night before.at the board meeting, when 

he ad moved to use the money designated for the payment of 

cer·.ain consultants for the purpose of increasing the salaries 

of some of the minor ernployQes. This motion had been voted down 

by the board. 

https://before.at
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{11:i.lc~ at UCC, Hillie int:roc1uccd me to 1-ir. Derck Hi11~n;­

he :old me ~at he had alrca<ly been intc~vicwc<l by Mr. Jones. 

We stayed at UCC for )ractically one hour; WilJie was busily 

talki 1g ·wit~1 n -1.ny of the people tncre; including a gentleman 

w' o runs the duplicati-ng office. Willie spoke very highly of 

im and all the material that he tirns out, and the fact that he 

is not paid as much as some of the igh-priced secretaries are 

paid~ 

IWe.. eft the UC.C, Miss _Ja1is Edwards accompanied us. He j 

. I s ~oppcd by a real estate of £ice on S 1rinr;f ic ld Avenue; one of 

the places ·where, according to Willie, state police -h~1d. shot up i 
with their shotguns and other weapons. Our purpose on this visit 

was ·to secure some of the shells which had been shot into the 

blil<ling and to confirm Wilie's a legation that Negro establish-

mens had been shot up during the disturbance by the state police. 

He told r;e tha·t the owner of his part_icular establishment could 

.:.<lentify the state policeman, and would give me a statement· aC?CO!~dirily . 

.. le was not in, and ·we made arrangements to m.eet with him later. 

{J,c:.....-,v-\.':'re-=unab1eWillie was unable to contact the owner _later, so....... 

we id not secure a statement.) 
,....-

As we Mere leaving this particular establishment,~ young 

ma rac'ccl across the street, calling -o Willie, and Willie st_opped, 

went toward .him to meet him out of my presence, and apparently he 

was g;i.ving Willie some flyers to pass out. Willie, in turn, gave 

i 1 some additional flyers; the flyers that I mentioned earlier, 



------------------ ------- -----

- .l -

\vi th res )O.c.:l: to Spi.n.J.; 2nd he Sta tcc1 a~; he \·W.S rJvinz hi."lil the 

flyers, in my pi:cscncc, 11 t1is is a fair cxclwn~c". The youn 6 r,10.n 

stated th.:1.t he would like very much to meet ·Hi.th Hillie at some 

atcr date. Hillie did not offer an e~,{plai,ation as to the young 

man's lresence; nor did he offer me one of the flyers 0hich came 

to him. Wet' ~n got into our car, and we decided we would go 

ca-. We passed the market which was closed by the demonstration; 

t c Caplan Market; and Willie ?Oirtted it out to me, stating that 

't c guy g__ot just what he deserved" and that he went out of 

business. I indicated to Willie hat I had heard that ne merely 

opened up business in ario~ er area of. the city; Willie apparently 

ad no ~nowledge of this, and made no comment with respect to it. 

Miss Edward~ merely made the statement, really. 

We continued on our journey, and as we passed ~-r,,.-dor~.-!~·,-t, ..... ... 

(,~.,P..d 

::-~ea1H·Uh&"tlamc--;"..,,.an<l·•\;T...;,fr1J...,,..,try.--,to·,,d·c·sc-ri hc·""-Hw es tab 1 ishri1en t..t: 

--- cQ· • . - . • 
<.:':-~,,,a1~p6r.1.r-e\t"'-Q'?•"'bE;:C.C.;1 .<?.:D:.·tbc-..--.:_co-r-nor;::-0:C:."~.C:ll.ri.._ton~:~=,.,.-:;;_t"'",._~,;2:s_:gJ}-E .. ~-3n 

C:.':,•_,,).
Avenue on a corner street, but do not know the name of the 

-------------·--· --- ·-·------- .._.. 

s -rec -- Willie stated t~at_ they _were preparing to get something 
---·--------------------- ~------

s artec1 on this co.rner __when_Rev. West told him that he was needed 
·----------- ---------- ••• ----------·-·----------··-:------------·--······- -- . 

. ·n another pa_rt_of the city. This was during the disturbance 

itself~ and he left the section -- this was just after a young 
------------·. -·-·---··-·.- ---------- ..- -···.......--------·-------------~ 

man had been shot in the oorway of this __r:-,.·:ct:ic..uJX:f__e,s_tabJishment,
---· . ········ .... - .... , ........ ----------·--------·· _________, __..... / . • .. .. , .. 

never seen a. man's legs shake so 'in your whole life". West told 

irn that he was wanted on the other side of the city, because 



•. :;__2-

, 
sor.12 of 11.c; r,uys vcrc in trouble. He :i.rnncc1L.1lcly Hcnt to.the 

othcj~ side of the city, only :o f:i.ncl they \vcrc not in ':rouble. 

This was \·Jc[.~t' s \-1ay of getting 1im out of this par Lieu Jar area. 

This sl100U.n3 lwd taken pJ.acc at ap )ro::.-:imitcly 3 :00 ) .rn. in • 1c 

a f ·ernoon, and appc1.rently, acconhns to Willie_, the officer who 

did the shooting was standing near the body with a smoking weapon, 

-;;,i :h no one askin° any qucs ·ion as to why the young man had been 

.shot. • villie st~t/_;E:§___~!_:at they we::ce preparing t~--!~0_~. _up t' a·-
• • - ·---·------ ..- ·- ------- ------------------ -

b~J-ldin3 Hhcre he uas shot. Miss Edwards interjected ' 1it was 
., .., . -··----·­---..... 

h~ __police ,;-1ho shot him, and not ··he building"_. Nevertheless, 
•••• -- -- ••·••··-·--·· -------- ··--- -·-·-·· --- -----··-------··-···-··-·--·-·-- ,..... 

ilillie stated· that they were going to take care of the 'uilding, 

had it not been for Wes • etti_13 him a,.-my from "·he area by he 

su_bterfuge of telling him_ that some of his fellows were in 

rouble. 

We co11tinue<l _on our journey to the Bridge Club, and at 

the Bridge Club, we had dinner. -A number of people came. in; 

all of them greeted Willie friendily. A fellow by the name of 

ino, from UCC;_ e is connecteo ,;•li.th the Neighborhood Youth Cor)s; 

Mr. Blair came in, he greete Willie; a number o[ other people; 

1r. Wadell also greeted Willie, and Willie made the rou 1ds while 

e was there; talking with people who were present. Later, 

1 Brmm came in and stated that he had just been over at the 

awycr' s office ·who is dcfen6ing LeRoi Jones. He further stated 

that he expected the trial to end on Monday; the summation would 

be made on Monday. Will"e seemed very intersted in the outcome 

of LeRoi Jones' tr:i.al. The conversation while at the Bridge Club 

\ 

https://sl100U.n3


-------------------------- ---

••• 

- --- -

- 13 -

was prcL:ty r,c.ncral; t:Lcrc Here quite a fc\1 ird.:c.:rrupU.ori:.:.: by 

people around, \vho either \valkcc1 up to sho.J <~\Ellie 1 0 1-Jand or 

to in:roduc·c tlH'.:rnsclvcs to H:i.J.lic. Niss Edwards uoulcl needle 

him by sayLq.g t11c1. t she \vas ama~~cd at {~{~~;~~~-:_.,,,,-ipeople ..,.c,the 
. l 

worshir,:::"<fr him, and this embarrassed Willie somc\-1hat. It appears
t 

hat Miss Edwards could get under Willie's skin a little bit, in 

hat she continually wo~ld· tease him about his organization, the 

people in it; how many people ·were in it; what kind of a plan 

they had;' and whcm he made statements such as he could show her 
. 

~omcthing that would blOT.•7 the top .of her head off, she \•70Ulc1 say 

"show this to me", and then when he appeared to be serious about 

doing it) she would say, "never mind, I don't want to sec it, 

Willie, forget about it". This kind of conversatinn went on 

throughout our stay together_. 

After leaving the Bridge Club., we visited·a number of 

night clubs {n the ghetto, near or on Springfield Avenue. Where­

ever we went., Willie seemed to know people; he was greeted; ~ie 

alkcd with people. ~ introduced me to a couple of people;one 

young man he introduced me -o appeared to weigh abou· 180 pounds,
-----·- ·- • 

....... ____ . - ----···•·..----•--·- -

a we 11- built Negro with a Ht tle moustache, he __t_old me. that he 
-· .... ····· ........... --·--····················-·--·-·•- ..··--······ ·• .• 

was a member .of CORE, that hc__was .out ..in _tli_~--~_i_qtswith t\vO of 
-·- -· . ·····•-" -··.. 

,., ··-···- ... ·····-···· 

Wi1~~e--' ~-_ ~ro th ers, Ike l:~:J~~~- -~~-?~1-~-~- _\_~:_~?!~_t_~!I_~---~-~~-ted_____ that 
-- ..- --·· .....----- ----

while out there that he just decided that he \voulcl replace a 
• -•----------------------•--•-•-•-•-•• .. ';...-A_..-ff- ----------·--•----- - -•---•-- ••--·-•-• 

faulty bedroom suite that he had bought; one that had broken 
-~----·------- -- -- -----·-·--

--- -------··- -·· ~······-· --·-- ~¥ ··- ·-· 

down on the first night ·of use. He said that he got himself a 



b_c.:ch:9otnsui_tc ;_ all ·hrcc >=-1.rts. I asked h:i.m 111low c1ic1 yuu carry 

<lidn' t really have a 11 three ).:lrts, . only took two. I }1ad to 

buy one piece". It scc.m2d from the conversation with him that 

is primary objective \•ms to replace the broken-do\vn bedroom 

suite liliich he ha<l purchased; an<l he continued to say that he 

was out in t~1e streets,· and was out there at night for ·he sole 

irpos9 __of _d(?j.ni some looting to get hack at the· man. This 

young marl seemed fa~~ly intelligent; he told me that he had a 

job; that he \·1as workins, ·he was ·just not one of ·he hangers-on 

in the _street. H~ was .fairly w~li ~resscd, and fairly articulateo 
. . .. ; : : ' . 

·.. •.,·· . . . 

We c·ouid n_ot get· into any· serious conversation because of • he 
•• :; ,.......... 

-~it,).\.:;l.-i;;::}f{f\3lf; -·:1;1·~-'~6\~ly l~cptsaying, "If you want to know \vhat 
.. .--/>i~)l>"---:·.:.,·>··:·\> ·::'· -:-... -. _. ·--·· •• 

. L·2.pp:~l((:(r:.-;"<·:·>:~\1~ ,.;.riot;:,. I car\ te 11 you because I was .OU t there in 
.. . -~; ~. ' .-_... •:.:~~---_t:~:'. ... -.:_·: .••• - _,·-,.' ,: •. ~ •. '_- : ·-. 

. - ..·.,,,··' 

-_t.?f:·st..re~:~~-'.>certaiµl)/'the_ \.;ray he described what wasand. going 
··,-....,-;., . ·:.·~..,;.,., _r: . .. : .. . . 

m1-:-..::.:::·1'ootint;, cops ··runnin·g.·abo~t_,' and the fact that he admitted 
. ·:. .. . . ... 

•, . 

o ·taking items such as the b·ec1ro~~ suite gives some credence to 

t e fact that he was out on the streeto 

Willie ~-hen introduced me to another kid who is going to 

Princeton; 19 years of age, a member of S~CC; ~10 stated hat he 
~----------------··. _:..__ ________ ___________... ___. 

was not in N(3wark during he disturbance, nor was he on the 

street, but he sta·ed tbat Newark· the 0 hetto-has becomi much 
• __J ____ ... __ o ________________ ---------------' __-_,_ 

mo_~e organized since the disturbance. As a matter of fac ·, his 
-------·-------------- - - ···-·------ . -----

group has become much more organized sinye the disturbance. 
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W:i.J.J.ic \•1ould inlruc1uc0) me to pcopJ C), anc1 U1c:n lw wo tlcl 

go back ·:o th1.:: lKlr anc1 sit wi.l:h Janis Ech-1an1s; g:i.v:i.nr, an ;q:.ipca:cnncc'. 

of no fca1· of my talking to theE;c individuals. According to him, 

it ·w~s his attcn:pt to aid me in finding. out ·what happened :i.n 

Newark during the disturbance. 

We c:Ct this pa.rticular establishment and went to another 

t said ~.:For Members nly" 

on the outside of the door; we went in and Willie was greeted. He 

-
introduce& me to the proprietor, ,ilio told me that he lives outside 

of Newark itself, and the only way he can keep this place open is 
0 •• -.: •• ·- ····-···-

• ···-···- -

-.:o.make -payoffs ...to __the. police .. d.~partf!"l.cnt, etc. Willie passed out. ...._______~. 

at this ~articular cstab .ishrnerit a large number of the Memos from 

Willie Hrizht that he 1 ad bem carrying around; and a young lady 

o whom he gave -~J:'l~mimnr. dia tely star c<l to pass them out to other· 

·ndividuals who came into the e ..:ablishment. After ·we had been 

\ 
there a short ·while; two o ·her gen furnen came in; one had a s tri ing 

resemblance o Willie Wrig 1t. He was brown-skinned, a· little bi· 

-allcr, but had a great resemblance to Willie Wright. I noticed 

• im a_lrriost irnmedia ely; however, I made no effort: o rnec - him, 

nor did I ask Willie who he was. He called Willie aside; he ta ked 

with Willie, ~nd the other gentleman wi. th him talked with Willie. 

Later, we had a drink; we played the pinball machine, and Willie 

appeared to be relaxini ~nd enjoying himself. A statement was 

made by Niss Edwards, "Is this 1-Ilwre you go when you want to re ax 

and cnj oy yourself", ar::d e said irwcll, this is one of tl e pU ces 

https://g:i.v:i.nr
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\vhc re I go 11 I mi ~1.t add 11 C! n:.: tha l: he had rna<lc t11e: s ta L:c111c~n ·• t.: 

earlier, when He went over to the Dridgc Club, th~t he c1:i.c1n't 

care.) i • was mcaniniless (tI10 Bridge Club) and he didn' • care~ 

whether or not it w.:is burned clo-wn. Ho1.vcver, ere in this p.:irU.·· 

.l la·· establishment, as in the previous establishment, Willie 

appeared to have taken on a more relaxed mood, and he scened to 

e enjoying himself ·much.more. }e was much easier to talk to, 

and at this point I car:,'t say Hhcther or not ·twas all the liquor 

we ad b~~n drinking or just that he.was in a more familiar 

~ 111osphcre and he felt more at hone; an)T\•Jay, he was much more 

relaxed. We played this browHng game on the bowling machine .for--' 

.....;~;:~'- c~.,,..• ;,~,. 
several g'2.m.~.s0 ·1;.e made a considerable effort to beat Miss Edwc.r<ls 

at ··he bowling game. I noticed w0i1.e he was playing the bowling 
t,'"',.,,s4 J~ ti\;:\-.~~ ....,r'..-l~-:Lv 

game, hi'.s imp a ti ,-1iS.11-. .:.sJ':.:-~0.diii3:.::th::;.~,e a heenc e playing game; would 

ush the little round disc toward the bowling pins· very apidly; 

as soon as it. returned, he would fire.a\ray again. I noticed a 

ittle impatience in his personality throughout the ni3ht. As 

e would leave us from time to time to talk to people in the 

establishme.nt, Miss Edwards would say, "See) it's fantastic, 
----····-··-·--- ---·-----------·- -·-·· 

really fantastic; people love that fath_e..~_....image ... You see how 
• •••••-s_,_._ - ••••-••-- •--------•---__.:-----.-....-----•• 

tteri he ooks and acts? People just go for that, especially the 

women". She made these statements throughout the night, she 

-------.
stated hat you can always bet that Willie would never agice with 

some of the statements being made by the people, and this was 

https://establishme.nt
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,·!hat the )Cople lil(cd in him Uie most; tl c fact thnt he lwcl hi~, 

O\m opinions auout subjects, anc1 the fact that he would speak 

his opinion, no 111;'1·-tc~r what ·he people say giving them th is 

father-ima3e. 

After we had been at this particular place.about 

45 minutes; about 30 minutes of ·his time the gentleman that I 

1cntionec· who had a- striking resemblance to Willie Wright was 
. . . 

~lso present -- W"llie called him over and introduced him to me 

as is bro~er Ike. Ike, according to Willie, was his blood 

brother, a younger brother of Willi~ rather than an older brother. 

~e was with a man whom.Willie also introduced to me only by first 

name, and he stated ·hat wi '·h ·"guys like this around 11 that he 

would never be afraid; that he found these guys following im 

rouncL As they ,;,!alked away, Willie stated that they ha·d been 

giving him some reprimand for t1e fact that he had been gone all 

<lay,- without --letting t~fn?know where he was. wniie state that 

·if you' re going to be the di rec tor., you must be in complete com-

mand, and not be required to answer to anyone,. Apparently,. he 

told them that ne had been with ,e practically all day -·- in good 

com any ..:_ arn;1 he identified me to them, the fact that I was on 

the Commission for civil Disorders. -le also introduced Miss 

Janis Edwards to his brother; his brother s ··a ted trot he had met 

er before, and he took off his hat, and upon his taking off his 

at., Miss Edwards rccor;nizcd him. 

We continued our staya-t this particul.r:r establishment 

for some time ;playing the pinba,11 machine, prima1.-ily bccc1uoc Wil.li.c. 
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sc.cnwcl to be enjoying ;;-7110.t he was doin[;; convcrsini with ..he 

)Coplc there ancl playing the machines; we> Miss Echmrcls and I, 

ad no control of the situation; 'WC jus • wc1it:cd on Willie. 

Finally> Niss Edward.reached the point where she was really ready 

~a go, and she told Willie so, and he sort of rebelled at the idea 

o • ....eaving. got the impression,,maybe erroneously, that he 

_ebcll_c._d ·oecause Miss Edwards suggested that we go. S1 e said that 

the air in there was stifling; that she ·just had ·o get out and 

ave some fresh air. Fira l ly ,. after about l? min~ -es more, we 

depa~tc . Miss Edwards and I left first; I hcloed_her in the 

(;-~' . .:~~ c.--:.L' . 
car; a few minutes more and WilliQ__~~;:::;2t. I should point out tha, 
Willie's brother and • e gen-:.:lem°=n ·who came in with 1nm left earlier, 

Willie's brother saying "call me later on"., and \Hllie said "OK", 

anc e said 'Well., if you don't call me, I'm going to call you 

a c1 wake you up." We I en left this establishment; Willie war.i.tcd 

to s ·op ·by several others; we st ppetl in front of one establishment 

an he mentioned the fact that several of • he young peop e _T.•7e • saw 

walking across the streets were addicts, an~ he stated that I 

"really would, see something" if I went on the fosi<le. Miss Edwards 

was very con~erned that we would go and begin to stay and e even 

onger .it \ms after 1:00 a.mo at this t.ime, and she wa-s----:-i~;........ 

seemed to be ready to go home. I was not too anxious to go inside 

this particular p,lace., either, and I suppose Willie saw a reluctance 

and said "Well, let's go somc;;vhcre so that you can complete your 

intervtcw''. I suggested my hotc room; we had to go back to the 
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• Brid8o. Club to pick up my car. Wo. drove there and I ·went over 

~~ o pick up my car; Hillie stated tlw ..t he \,1,rn.tcd to go into the 

Bridge Club just ·o look around a couple of minutes> and he did, 

e went in, and about five minutes later he came out. -It Has 
vt-

gctting close to 2 :00 ·a.m. > and we journe'.d to the Robert Treet 
,.·~ 

.1. otel. At the hotel we find out that I had already bo.cn checked 

qut, even though I had· not formally checked out by paying the 
.. I' • 

,r:.-. - r n c~-:::--~-~--~.-;,;).~-"J
( •· ~ ..~ .. ~\.,-•: ~ ~,o J, . 

bi 11. Fi lie became a lit ·le 3--~ - ✓11 How in ·he 
• 

world can you 
. ,...,,..._ 

\.fJ.,J ✓, 

check a man out" he stated,"wit.hout?).. man paying his bill? You 

C:o lack folks any' kind of a way". Miss Edwards cautioned him 

and asked him to take it easy; there probably was a reason for 

it; sure enough, ·here was a reason for it; I had not had an 

bundance of bags, anc1 when I left'I took everything with me, 

and they assumed that I had checked out. The situation was under 

control; I \.Zas immediately re-assigned to the same room that I 

nad, w~ went upstairs and I pointed oit to Willie that ~J1at I 

needc of him at this partic1lar Umc was a rofile on him, to 

also I pointed out to him that I ad a copy of a series of 

artic- cs written by L:cxv-i-£cE-.,.Lomax, and that I would ask him 

some questions based on t· is article. Miss Edwarcs appeared to 

e very tired; she lay down on the bed in the ·hotel room and she 

~met to sleep very quickly. cor_nmenced asking Hillie the 

allowing ques ·ions> and received the following answers: 
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Q 

A Albany, Georgia. 

How old are you? 

35. 

Do you ave any s·stcrs or brothers? 

A I have six brothers, ·-1iree sisters. li'our brothers a.re ._.-.·. 

1m,.rark; two a·re s e lf-emp 1 oyed; one is in the U. S. Navy; one is {n 

Detroit, Michigan. The one in Dctroit·is employed. 

Where id you go to school? (Heaning elementary and 

h"igh SC 1001) . 

Went to elementary school in Albany, Georgia; high school 

and junior school in Massilon, Ohio. (He also stated that he went 

to high scho61 in Albany, Georgia, so ipparently they went back to 

Albany to live for .a· ·while.) 

lave you had any studies beyond high school -- have you 

gone to any schools beyond high school? 

A 8 months of social studies; one year of criminal law 

.. 
studies while in the a:.--rned forces Also taken some Japanese an~o 

.:orean courses. Also ta ·en a correspondence course L social 

science from New York University. Fro~ 1947 through 1950 he was 

mn the armed services~ wi'·-h the quartermaster corps; anti-aircraft 

corps, and the infantry during hi$ stay in the service. Left the 

army a sergca'nt; a "three-striper", as he called it. 

I 

Willie stated ·hat for ten years he had berm an enzinccr 

with the Pennsylvania Railroad, and I asked him "This Hc.S up 

un :il the time that you quit? 11 
, and he laugh cd c1.nd sa ::.d "Quit? I 

11 He s ta tcd that he had -i-:-~-Je·:?-l~r;l., ...[:i.i /.(~~:--:.:•.,:.-.:-never knew _I had quit • 
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·-:/.:.;..,,., 
·h,1.L hc .. had ·sen~· ·}ic Pcnnsylvo.nio. Railroad askinz t1 cm for a 

lcc'..l-:VC of absc.ncc., and th.1. • he had rcceivcc.1 a telegram fro1 the 

?e~1nsylv.::mi.a Railr~2d requesting h_im to return his railro.:i.d 

)ass. The railroad com~any fur ~er stated that his activities 

ad not bce1 in the best interest of the railroad. le stated 

that he has not officially resigned from his job with the Pennpyl-

vania Railroad, nor has e returned t'1e pass; because if 1c doei 

• 1at, he will be unable to travel anyplace. 

He stEted t~ the came to Newark in 1946 as a visitor 

~nd return~d after the Arn~, in 1950, to make it his home. Te 

stated that he is married; he has four boys and one ~irl, ranging 

·n ages from 16 to L'r. I met villie 's 16-yeo.r old daughter on a 

previous occasion. His ·wife ·works J and I asked 1irt1, sort of 

casually, how did•-she put up with his activities, and he said, 

'Oh, we' re maL<ing it 11 That· is the exte·nt of his conversation• 

with his wife. 

t this point, I began to ask Willie questions 
. 
.. I 

sked him first of all abou· • is trip abroad. He said that he 

ad gone abr'?ad aroti"nd Se )tember 5 or 6, and returned September 26 

or 28. Ie stated that while abroad he visited many socialist 

countries, of which Czechoslovakia was one., and he stated .that 

e ·lso visited Paris. I asked him who financed the trip, and 

e told me "people in the peace movement financed the trip~' plus 
i 

• he used his m-m funds. I asked him specifically whether or not 

e ·went with Tom Hayden; he s ta tcd that Tom layden was a po. rt of 
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t:lw. r:roup t11.'.lt. ,,,c'nl wi t1 hi.m. He .alE,o slated Lo 1t1c that he 

':ook with him a pcr~wn~ll hodyr~u.:-i.n.1, arn.1 of course, t:h:i.t; 1)ody·· 

gtanl w.:1.s Hr. Leon Noorc, ,-:r~1ornl had met prcvious:i.y. 1 asked 

irn ,,!1.::i.t ·w.:1.s the. purpose of the ·rip, and he s.:1:i.d it was to be 

a learning-type si ~ation; I asked him if he was interested 

·n guG1:illa warfare, and he said "that, too; that and the fact 

tha ,. we uant to ~earn about ot1 er people". I asked 1 iii if he • 

a returned with Tom Hayden, he stated "No", he came back alone; 

Hayden rern.tiinecl in the country and went to other countries. 

Villic did not ide~tify the other countries fo~mc; however, I 

wo~ld s~spect_that he meant possibly to Viet Nam or to Cuba. 

as <.ed Hillie • oint-blank T..·7wther or not he was a 

Communist; he stated "I will answer this question in this way, 

without telling_ you whether or not I am a Communist". Ie sta ·ed, 

and I quote: "I ·,;Jilt make any kind of a corrnnitment,. even with 
···• -~ ---------~--------~------·--·----..._--·------··-- --·· 

t:hc Devil himself, if it m~9 11.s__bringing ·about· meanineful change 
.... . . ... --·.-·-·-······...··--·•-·•·---·----·----·--·---- • . 

for black people; f;r black people to enter th~_.!!~~Jnstream of 
-······-··-····--·----·-·--·------- .....__··-···-·--··---... -----·--··------·----------·- .. 

rncrican_ ifc ...::.:-___be_ .. iJ ___Cornmunist, SocialistL_qr __e.t cetera.: 1-r:e -~---- -· -·- •······------·------··-·------·--•--·-··--

upposedly Democratic process anc the' American way of life has 
..._______ -·· ------ ---~- -·-- ---------- ... ___________ • • • 

···--:·--

ot roven 'to me, anc1..oth_e_r .. biack .peop1_~_, 
\ 

t:_l]_§:_LJh§Y____ ... ~9:.1:1:_.~_~a--. -· ..... _--· ···-·--- - .... - .... ____...--·--· ..... 

effectivcty \~1,th the change necessary o bring about ~S?.D.<!t.t~~:ms 
- • ·-···-~-- • ·- • • . . -· ···- - ----- ··-·--· ••• ------ ·-···•• ....-····--·------------·---·-------

favorable to black people. 11 
• He would not elaborate on ,;;nether 

----·------ -------- ..._________________. 

or not he. was a Conmmni•s t, any further. 

I then asked llillie whether or not there wa_s sane ·ind 

of network between black oHer advocates or militants around 

https://t11.'.lt
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tJic country. Ile ansul!rcd this qucs tion thus J.y: 11Ycs, t1 ere 

is a 1wl:\•rnrk rcsultinz from l,00 years of opprcssim1. The olack 

bro~~~-~rs clo consult with each other about ,,1hat is goin;:; on to 

other black brothers around thc·country, anc': that if you uan· to 
- --- -·-~---- ·---------- - -~-- .. -··...... ' .. . ·-. -- ... - ······-·-···· 

call this a network,. then there is a network" is the ·way ho put 

it. 

- ·hen began to cucstion Willie directly about Lewis 

omax' article. I firs asked him whether or not things mentioned 

by Lomax in his article were true. Willie state ·hat approxi-

m..1.tely 85 percent of Lomax' article was true. ~ might add here .. 
that Willie had s ·ated, while we were at the Bridge Cub,- and 

id not include it· earlier because it slipped my rnil1d; that 

Mr. Lomax was in to,m recently, under. the auspices of ::he NAACP; 

that at the tiine. he \\"'as in own, he called him and told him; 

;apo~ ogizcd to him for some of he things which appeared :in t e 

:ar·iclc; par icula~ly the embarrassing things ,;kich a neared in 

the article. le stated that Lomax was concerned about the :Josi ion 

~ at it pu ~ him in -- meaning put Willie in -~ he told Lomax 

11 11ever mind abou - i ~ ; said •• was not ir;1portant; and that Lomax 

offered to give him some money as a result because of -- for 

is interview -- but he stated that e refused to take any money 

,..rorn: Lomax. He told Lomax however, "now is the time to pay up 

since you are_ speaking for ··he Ri\L\CP, you have .rrn opportunity t'? 

ake t"l: e other side of the coin", meaning ·hat he ;shou l:l. attack· 

1e administration, etc. He stated that Lomax delivered a 

I 



b1.:i.s ·cring acldress azainst the ac1ministraLion, Spina and 

everybody e lsc; and that he told them t1wt if anyLoc1y h,td any 

questions to ask of him ·hat he would be .in his hotel. }le said\ 

Lomax was in the process of clead.Df.; out of town as fast as he 

could once c delivered Llc address. He mentioned the fact that 

his occurred to Rev. West, ·who came in while ,,:;e wcre present in 

the Bridze Cl1.100 Rev. West -- this was earlier in the day when 

we .were in the Bridge Club --~Rev. West stated that e )aid the 

$? to hear Lomax' address, and that 1e is not so certain whether 

or " copies of the address we.re made, but he also wou l<l checknot 

to see \iliether or not, and attempt to get copies for me. (I have 

·nstructed a team ,,:rho is to re-visit the city to attempt ·o obtain 

co)ies of.Lomax' address before the NAACPe) 

Continuing noH with the discussion of the Lomax article 

with Willie Wright, Willie sta ·ed that, as I mentioned above, t11at 

85 percent of be a~ticle was true. I started out with the first 

artic e -- the first thing Lomax stated that Ne\vark had become the 

hub of b_lack .power. and revolutionary activity in America, and 

asked· irn if this was true, and he ·Said 11.c would assume i was 

true, without elaborating more on it. As to whether or not blac c. 

power revolutinnarics were ·in Detroit -- from Detroit were in 

.,.ewark when tnat city erupted in July, he stated. "Absolutely not, 
-------------· • • 

----···---~- ------ -·-·- --·- -·--·---- ..·~··-·------·- ·------- -------------------~b~ re were ncinc''. However, he <lid say that there is a ossibility 
...._________--·-

-·-· ·-··· •••• - ·-··---; --····-····--···-··-········-

that revolutionaries from Newar - were :i.n Peekskill, New York, .an 
·-···-·-··· ••··•···-·· .... ······-···--·--. ____ .__ ·-·--··--··----·-··----- •••••••••••••••• -

. . 
~eH Haven,. Connecticut as obscrvors, \i1cn those cities broke out, 

I 

https://clead.Df


••••• ••••• 

- 25 

as Nr. Lonnx' article states. When ·we re.:1.c:hcd Uw questi.ou of 

,Jw~hcr or not there was a cache of mo.chinczuns and carbines 

res ting in a Ne\vark slums, he said, 11Yes, generally it is true." 

He would say no to the Plainfield carbines, but with respect to 

c arms, yes. With a • i tle coaching, he finally statc~d that 
----... • 

---- • -- .. - ·- . - l..J - ···-· ...... ; • 

Lomax had, in _fact, .. seen he .. anns, and that Lomax was the only
-· - .. -·-····. ·-· - •• ---- -·· • -··- ... -·~----------··--····1 

other person outside of Newark who "will ever see the arms." 

Willie further stated that Rap Brown did come to 
..., .. ---··-··-:..-··•.... ... --· - --•·--· ·_····-•-··•~·-:..:: ·_------ __ -•.•_--~-~---~~-

Ne\vark in July. He also stated tln t the Lomax article is rue 

. 
when it say_s that 25 black revolutionaries from Washinr;ton came 

0 • ------- - --------~---- .. -- --·- - ·- ...... - • • - ·•. ~- •►,. 

p to and there is doubtN:\~~~~~---~-~~---~'l-~:!~~~---~1~~~---~-~?_~~-t_c1:1:ice; no in 
·-· ---

is mind that b-ack revolutionaries played a significant role in 

·he burning ancl looting and shooting in Newark. He states that 

thi.s was one of the very few times when he was unable to control 

his people. Ther1 he went into this bit that the Lomax article 

referred·to one of _the stages that the black revolutionaries 

were planning on the very night tha· the riot occurred., further 

to carry out their own plan of destruction in the city, and he 

sort of confirmed i"f.: when he said "well,\I'll just refer· you 

to what he says in the article itsclf 11 
, rather than trying to 

. tl": .give me any deta1~.informat1on. ·He didn't deny that this was 
/I 

not so. Ie merely said llI'll refer you to the article", and 

I said, "Is that part of the article rue", and he said., again 

''I' 11 just refer you. to the article itself". At another point 

he began to give some detail as to how they had -planned to '·ake 
-------------·------------------·-·--· • ........__---------·-- --

https://questi.ou
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car._: of city hall, ,::rnc1th.:1.t it w.::i.s unforlunate t11at Uw cahlJic 

h.:1.l to. [;c~t in ·o trouble anc1 all the ot:l1cr cabbic~; cc 11tc into Uic 

arc.:1.. I asked him why c1ic1nI t ·-1wy iol!ow through ·w:i.th their n-o 6 ram, 

even un ,er these circumstances, and ·1e stated i..:hat he did not want 

called it off; aid you can i.ma3ine he frustration after sornc~thing 

'kc tl rce ·weeks of planning, along·· with a dry run as to uhat they 

·were going to do. 

Willie also stated that when I asled him about his vendetta 

agriinst the white man, according to omax, traced back from the 

time hat t1e city ook ·13 blocks of choice land from his grandfat er, 

··Jillie s .ated that it was -- he, esitated a while, and ~ thoughthe 

was going ·-o say it· was untrue but then he came out ·with 11it was 

10re thar 18 acres; I ouo-ht to be sittino- pretty right noi~-;r, but I'm 
. -·----····-·······--··-.--··---·-··-·~---_:..·-·.··--'?..--_·--··--·······-- • • 0 ··- ·····-· ··-- ·-···········--·--····· .......... ·••·· .. 

not, Hanel it's primarily because they, in fact> too_1<. this land away 
,..__ .-·-------·-... ____ ·-··-- - ,.­·--·- ----~·-----.. ... ·---- ••• 

-----·--- - _....------------
from is grandfather. 

asked Willie Wright the direct question \~1ether or not he 

was a front man., and estated, and I quote: "Wilie Wright is not 

a fron·· man for anyone. ~1 We discussed the article., generally; we 
• \ . 

<liscus·scd the part where the li • .le boy came up to Mr. Lomax, and 

\'illie stated t at Lomax almost dropped ·when he felt the bullet 

nder ,._ e little boy's skin. 'yfncn I asked him about :he statement 

in t1c article that on the same night that the Smith incident 

occurred, revolutionaries were planning to spread destruction along 

Broad Street., Willie stated that 1c would have -to refer me ·o the 



---------

... rti :le for lhc ans\,1cr to tl1at po.rl:ic.ular question. He im1:i.ca·:cd 

·o rn--.. C1at ~he ar~iclc ,,ms esscntL:1.lly correct., wilh respect: lo t1 is 

aspcc.t; in :hat ·here had been planninz to cause some destruction on 

road Strect.,·primari.ly with city· all, and that it was calfod off 

when ·.he cabbics appeared on Broad Street for a demons ·ration. He 

s a ted 1 e reason it was cal led off was bccaus e they did not wan·t 

any of their follow: ..arreste<l., and ~hey felt that they could not 

carry out their plans with t11e area being congested with police an<l 

other personnel.· He further stated ··hat this was· the £ ·rst ·irne that 

. 
e·has bee~ unable to control h~s Jcople, in that the cope in his 

organizationi having been frustrated from carrying out ~ cir ~lans., 

ccarne kind of enraged and played an active role in arousing people 

nd telling them '\vhy not go down to Springfield Avenue and get 

yourself some of the loot take part in it", and that people 

res)on<led very well to their efforts. 

• nothcr interes~ing reve .ation was th~ fact that Wilie stated 

. e ·brought Col. Huss on an his two-man anny into Ne·wark., but t at 

usson was a big fraud, ·au··d-he···~1escr·be<l a situation whereby 

H 1sson (Hussein?) was ?roven to him to be a 
\
big fraud.· Iusson was 

in the headquarters located near the East Orange border and would 

make telc..'hone calls, apparently to people all. around the courtry, 

md e \wuld sit and ta"' to those persons. Willie stat e<l that he 

and some of is fol ow8rs became a bit suspicious of what Husson 
~---- - ---------- _______ ,., 

was d'?/Ps,--and·in some way t 1cy ... managed to make a telephone check 

durino· SC;V,Q_ral.of__t1_1e telephone cal:.s. Husson would dial the 
...~:_..•• -··--- ....--·-----·----------·---

https://Strect.,�primari.ly
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number, leaving off the last dig:L •., anc.1 of cour~c ho. i;rnulc1 not 

reach anyone, and he could sit and talk on the tclc_phonc for n inut:c:-_; 

on ninutcs, pretending to be carrying on a conversation with so11conc 

1 ··he other end. ~illic said that after several occasions, he faced 

·us son down \-Ji th this, and told :1im wl c1t he had been doing; said he 

·was quite amazed, and from that moment on, Husson went m·WY ·with 
.,___.. - ' - -----·-------

--------♦•---------------· 

he Ulis Ward Group5 

asked Willie whether or not is efforts were all preparations 

--=or tbc defense ·of t e black people. ...le said when he started his 

operation, tha·· ___it was primarily for the dcfe:--...se of the black peo·)i.e,
• - -- ·-- --------·--·----------··-·-·-----···----·----·-- • ------··--- . 

but not·:he thiriks that his objectives 1.ust changg__; t_haL:J)~ __ begin____ must 
--- - --- .. - --- --- ---- - - ------ -- -~---- --- ----··. -·· - --· ·-- ---·-- ------ ------ ••••••••• 

s ·he purpose for ·t e memorandums from Willie Wright, which, starting 

with ·he une to Spin~, he will branch off with one to Adon;zio, and 

one •Jit 1 res )ect to the County Courthouse .. Willie is also of the 

opinion· that is is not necessary to have the whole comrnunity organized 

to follow ·1imo He statec that every revolution in American history 
------------------------ ..- ....--··---------· -··-··..• 

. as been starte<l ya small number of people, and t, at he is now of 
.....________.. -- - -------------------- - - - -

... c opinion that a smal_l number of people can bring about ch.ange :i.f 
----- -- ·---- '-------·-----•--- -----··••• 

they are determined and if ~hey are roperly prepared. 
------------·-·--·..-·-•-'""---- ...-- ....- ..... •·-·-·-~-· - • • • • 

·- asked Willie Wright the question of whether or not . e 

expecLc<l to die, or did he tell Lomax that he expected to 
.. 

die before 

he.year is out; or that - e <lo~sn't wish t6 be saved. le stated hat 

he wil not publicly refute this statement, although he docs not 

want to die and has no plans for dying, as a matter of fact. The 
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rc:-1son he will nol: publj_cly refute Lhi.s sl:atcmcnt is t:l1.:1l: people 

outside of the organization rni.c;ht not attribute the proper motivation 

to 1is refutation. 

cocktail_ ,;-1hich wa~ thrmm into the office of the Urban Lc~~'.:1-~~-_<:s one 
---- ·-- --- -· ---- --- ----· .., 

in \iliich they were attempting to bring about recognition on the par~ 

of foe middle class Negro; that they had a part to play in this 

..--
revolution. Willie said that he rea~.izes that what change has been 

rought about, it will be people 'ke ~hose in the Urban League and ... 

the NP.J\.CP; the middle class, educated people, who can make this thing 

stick; nakc the role of the Negro in America that mucl greater. 

In ansBer to the question ,iliether ~or not 1C has a rent-free 

uild:i.ng; Willie stated that he pays rent, and also, I must poont out 

that when I talked with Rev. West, he stated that he collects rent 

from Wilii.e Wright. 

Observatie:_ns: Willie. Wright is a 35 or 36 year old, slight y-
... -··---..·--_.. -- -- - -- ...- - ·------ ·- --- ---- -- ·------.. -- ' ........ ___._,.___ .... 

u·1~, dark-skinned Negro. He sports a heavy mustache and a·beard. 

The beard was grown after the Newark disturbances. Willi~.J•lright- -------~- ---- -------------·-·· ·- ___...-- ...-·-·------------ ..... 

apparently has under<=?;one a change subsequent to the Newark dj;s-

urbancc.s. le no longer is the irrational, screaming militant of 
--- --·- ---------------------- ---------·- ·------ .. ·--- --- ---- .._ - ----- • -------------------- -

old; he stops; he thinks .P~.f9_r_e__he __speaks_; and he has, as Miss 
----·-- -------··--·-----·•·-··-·-·-·-------·-·-··•--.. -· 

•Edwards pointed out, has __ _to .many •... He does not disagree_a f_<:1:~h-~rimage 

with you just to be disagreeing;_ he disagrees on a matter of princi~le 

an~ he is always willing to state his reasons for disagreement. 

https://uild:i.ng
https://NP.J\.CP
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thi1k Lhc Lom.:1x article is pretty credible; crcdi.Ll<.: in the sense 

hett Hillie told most of .the thing~) attributed to lijm. to Lomax; 

owcvc.r; i;,:hcther or not we should believe each ancl every item in 

·tis another uestion, since I get some kind of a feeling hat tl·e 

orgar ization is not as strong as Willie would like Lo represent, 

nor is he as militant as he wold like to represent, in he sense 

·ha- e organization has given up on change through the Democratic 

roccss. am under ·he irnpress_ion that the organi%atirn would 

very much like to cre_~-~-e-_an _a·.:rnosphcre; an _atrnosphc'.r~c _·whi_<?h __would 

·ustify"the people in power saying that "we have no other al ·ernative 
----------- ----·-···-----·-~-·-- -----··----- -·-·- -·· ··-

except to brin& _abou; __changc''. I am not convi~ced, however, tat if 

c1ange is not brought abott, and if there is no effort at conversa­

tion bcU,1een representatives of ·he black ·ghetto, the Willie Wrights 

of fowark will in fact create ·an iricidcnt which will pull ·he rest 

of ·he black people of Newark intb he situa ·ion, bringing about 

a confron atinn between black and white., which can only rcsul ... in 

much looclshcd; and I am further.under the irnpressinn that Hillie 

a~tha t tha~ ___t_s__'__in__the __af terma th .. o Lb loods'1ed. 

https://crcdi.Ll


,:,_._ .. 

i:"ic..~ 

co.n police ca;taln to 

• -.as-t -'co Po1lco 



1 

~"°\ '.:""" 

~ )l\j ,:~; ':.JVc,:;/ ~~ 

, Louis E. Lomax, recognized OS one of the notion's most 
perceptive Negro journ::J!ists, came to Newark to look into 
the city's black po1.ver structure. 

The author of 'The Rc!uctcnt African' one! 'The NcQro 
Revolt,' Lomax enjoys the confidence of both Negro n; ii­
iton ts and modcr0t,2s. A resident of Ccilifornia, he is in­
timate ·with the problems of \Vatts; and bdore corning to 
Newark, he investigot2d the riot~torn ·situat.ion in Detroit. 

. Today's article is the first in a series based on his 
lntE:rvicv,:s with more than 100 persons in Newark's Negro 
co:nmunity. 

Pii,;to b·,r Da•,:d o::'.-:~. 

Willie V✓ righr, center, talks to Louis Lomax, hft, and Charles Mayberry, 
• chairman of UCC Area Board 7 

By LOCJSE. LO:\lAX in the nation. Just last 1.~·eck a c2.:·c:,\·,m 
of 2j black rernlutionarit:s from ,rash­
im:ton, D.C., motored to :-,;-ewad-:'shlack 
p~;,rer headquarters· 2ior:6 South 'Slxth 
Street for "advice and assistance.'1 

-~Needless to report, ~ewark.'s black 
· o Black -po·ser revolution.aries -from revolutionarii::s played a significant role 

D~tr_oit ,vere -in ~ewark when that city in the burning, lootin~ ai1d shooting that 
trupted in .July. They departed for their scarred th2ir o\';n tow:1. They are, of 

·.-hometown to 2Id in carrying out ~rn even course, actively planning another r2bc:l­
greater holocaust. • lion. 

The central figure recently emetgc:;d 
c Revolutionaries from :Newark in the black revolL1tiormy ac:ti•;ity. He 

were in Peekskill, N.Y., and ~ew . is 1
,
1,"illie Wright. There is some air of 

Haven, Conn., as ''observers" v.-he11 mystery abo~1t Wright . and there a,~
those cities bro:~e i·1·ii.h riots: The sarr.e those who b~EeYe he is a front man for 
is true for Syracuse, N.Y. others behind the seer.es. But whatever 

the case, he is the \·islbfo. and articulate. o Not onlv were ~ewar1z's biack 
• figure.revolution.1ries· in Plai.nfte1d wh2n that 

A 36-year-o1d college drnp-out, V1.righ~ citv erunted but there was a direc:~CGn­
has carried a vendetta agai;ist the white ne~tion • between the arms stoL:-~nin 
nnn that trac2s back to the time tnePlainfiel.d ar.d the cache of machi:-;e 
city fathers of Albany, Ga., took 1S city gJJns and cat"binc:; now· resting in a 
blod,3 of choice laqd ·frorn his gra:-.d­~·ewark slum basement. • 
iather 20 yc2rs befor:: ·wmie w2s bnl·r.. 

Q Black power militant H. Rap Wright· is employed as nn e.:zir,::-cr-
Brnwn .ma'.:le "· cla:ich;stine visit to N".!',r- with the Pennsylvania Tiail:·o;td but hc1s 
ark shortiy befo,·e 1-:ewas arrested on·:- not repartee! fo:· wor:..: in wce!(.3. Hi., 
a·fcdcr;J gu:-1 ch:-irge in Xew York. :.f1Jch F.:mi11oy hJ.re not c;i1l~ct him·; he hJ.;.. 
s1iberer, more ci2tcrmincd ar.d k::;.,. w1t c2li1:.:d tb~m. He ckies not kno'.': if!~~ 
flai11h:want bl0d: rernluti,Jnaries in still h,;5 <'-joh; he dc::s rot C,E'.- ~.-il!:,~ 

1:Xcw2rk kc 1:.:~ed Br-nwr1 fnr c2.:Tying t'.;,~ Wrigitt ::- :1:1.': ct full-time re·,o!u::on,try . 
. c:1rbinr:th;1t l~d to h~sc:~l-huti::d~crc · 1 ~1s-·---·----Vtri~~tr~-atl~-t-i~~-~--f,}!it-;-,·~·cr:)-~r-c-··t,.)t~-l~!:. 

0?2n .ib·i:it thc·tr r,1:1ns ~.ndit is c~~;~:· 
e:::2::1rth;~tl;t;: :r citi,::; :nc1.:,ex!··:2t 



__________________ _ 

2,·,:e •kir:d. cf rc•;o;:_i\i-~bL1d: 1;12:·:,­
. 1cti\·ity. 

This i.3 the pal lr.rn: ::'\cwar i~:e 
many Ar1:.2ricanciti:~s, i) a:·ri~ing--nsclf 
wHil a11ti-riot r,i~1i;w.12,,t, including 
armored· vehicle:~; tr,0 ?\cgro revolu­
tionaries are ,mnin; tI~cmsclvcs v;ith 
machine gu:1s, c,1:-binc-s, hand grer:ad~s 

•.and small cannon. It is almost cntain 
.• that another uprising would bring about 

.-a type or white-black confrontalion that 
has been ;toscnt from the scores of 

•~ ghctlo explosions in the past three 
: ycc1rs. 

·EXCEPTJO:\AL U.\'ITY 

?vloreovcr .:.._ and. in this, Ncw2.rkis 
·somewhat of an exccotion -·- the ~e·,1·ark 
·black community, r~gardless of class, 

• exhibits a unity cf th•)llght and SUi>port 
. u~parallclcd in recent I\~bro.history. 

. One "do2s not bare to dig very deep 
Into Newark's black. skins to verify 

Bertha Shipp!cy: 'No, it's not 

Photos by David e.,o:.:~r 

Arthur Bey fills 6u,l' rc:port after tour behind rcdio cars with Community 
• Black Patrol 

district 1cc1cicrin the Central Ward. "No, 
it's not over." 

•Mr'LIT,\~YCO:\rT~O:\T:\TIO~ 

The loudc3t, clearest voice of them 
all is that of \Villi~ ·wright, the president 

.. - of the United Afro-American Associa­

over' 

.. these fads. The citizens of the_ ghetto 
literally explod_c with anger, despair and 
information. So poised and reserved a 
man as James A. Pawley, the 6.~-yenr­
old executive director of the E:;5ex 

'Urb;m kaguc, uttered the sami; words 
that are being shouted by the wild-eyed 
revolutionaries: 

• "l must say," he to!d me, "that the 
recent riot w.:1s the best thir.g that ercr • 
happened to Xcw2rk. Xo',','maybe some 
of the things ti:at should have been d-:)ne 
ye·ars a6o ,i'ill gc_t done. I don't co::-:done 
riots, but I must say, reg2rdlc-ss of the 
cost, it is good for. Nev,·ark that the riot 
happened." 

11He 11 no!,,_ he fired back when I 
asked if he felt that the riot was O'>-cr. 

• ''No, it is not O\'er .. Xothhg has char.6ed 
for the better. ),fatter of fact, things arc 

• worse. The change is yet to begin." • 
. - ,cOf course it is not over," S3l!y Car-

• roll, president of l'\cwark XA.-\CP ?.n.d 
a court-room air.~ to the county shc:riff, 
s2id. ''One stupid move ,u-ldhere we go 
agc:!n." • . . 

"No, brother, no, it is not over yet,'' 
5aid the Rc\'crend L::vin West, a 29-
year-oid Rcforn12d Church mi11i3k; in 
the ghetto. "It is a lo.ni v:aj· fre:mb2i::g 
over.,. 

''0-;cr 
.. 
like '" ,,. -y,,.d t}ct~ .1-1 '\f-~ ... l :;,•, •, 

I' 
t C..
--ll

• • .. •--,._ 

}(('[d1il Shtpp],::y,2 n~::,::.C;;t oe Arca 
H,,:irci 2 of ._. . f[L')•'-' jJr,o,·...::rtv

• • \-Vi (.,l1
"'"Q C',,.- ,. t ._Jcr---,'7•''1''1 .. L1t\ 

tion (UAAA); \I/right proudly admits 
that he is an out-and-out' revolutionary, 
that he h:1.s no faith in· foe justice of the 
".white man's system.', He sees no way 
out for the ghetto masses other than. a 
direct : military . confrontation , with 
_.whitey." . 

~'Loo!,," \Vright said ca1m1y, "sm.ne 
30 or more of our black brothers and 
sisters are dead. They must get 

. ave-nged." 
"~ome 1,500 of our black brothers 

and s:stcrs are in jail or und-:r indict­
ment. They must be given amnesty." 

Two hours c?.fter Willie \'/ri.~ht made 
these comm::nts to me r.e 2.ddresscd 
some: ~00 people atlending a meeting of 
the tn:3tee board of the United Com-

. rnu:iity Corporation (UCC). • 
c·Yes, I called for bl2.ck men in 

Xewnrk to a'.m thcmse1ves,'' Wright 
told ·hi., follow trustees. "Xow I want to 
ac!d to that; I say we sho~:1.d arm our­
selves ~sith cannor.s, machine guns, 
ba~o~1'.-:2s,anything · we c2n get our 
hands c:i. And if you dur/t know how 
to get so~e hca1;y v,·eap.Jns, c211 my 
office and I v,·iU te11 yo·.1 ·,r:here to go 
and how to get ti12m!,, 

);ot o!1ly did the peopfo cheer - save 
.for the few r:hite ·1:i1cmber·.,:; 0f the board, 
that is - but they voted um:n[moi.!sly to 
keep 1'/rlght on the boJrd d2s_pite the 
fact th:1: th6 Offic:: of Ecor10r11l::Cr- . 
port1_;::Ity (OEO) hcd issued a vci!cri_ 
hir.t tint c1!l n•.J\'E·rtv iur:is to :;,:•,•:::rk 

whispr:!red to me, CCIain't always been 
with \Villic but I sure God am with him 
now.". 

This UllI~,rccedenteclblack unity was 
fQ_r'g'ec!-tn-fina1hours of the July 
upii~iDg. Unlike their Detroit brothers, 
the Newark looters and arsonists svs­
tematica1ly spared every Negro-o·,•:~cd • 
business.· Then the state police came in 
the night and fired bullets th.rough the 
windows of Negro stores ci.nd shops in 
the area. 
. ·"I respect law and order," a Negro 
barber said fo me as we toured his 
bullet-ridden shop, ''but now that the 
police hare turned out to be just as law­
less as the looters - if not more so - I 
have to join the black power people. 
They are the only protection I have. 
These policemen shot up my place for 
no reason at all." • 

C•Yes, I saw· them do it," he replied 
in answer to a question. '·I live right 
upstairs over t~:e shc;p, I peeped out of 
the winclo;,v when I heard th~ shots. The): 
started !iri;i6 from across the stre·et. 
Then thdy got out of the c;:i:-, came o\·cr 
here, b:.;sted mv wir1dow with the butts 
of t_heir guns; • then they broke in the. 
door and eiltered. Yes, I saw· them d,i 
it. I got ti1eir license number. 

"Loo'.", brother,,, he continued, "I'm 
a veterc1i1; I'm acti,..-e in th~ ~\medca:i. 
Legion. That pictur2 over thet·e on the· 
\rail sho',vs you that 1am a color b22~er. 
I ha\·en't fired a gun since I 12ft the 
Army. But I'm re2dy now. The ne:,t 

·time I'm going to leave some dead 
white c•.::-ps in _the street." 

wo:1ld h2. cut" off if \\:rI;ht •. .-,.--~~:;·-•n:i 
r•~ r11c~,·e,j. 

'' tio~~y ," a \rcn72_~ b:,~td :-r:~2:~~L•:c 
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This is the second in a series of articles by 
noted N~gro journalist Louis E. Lomax on 

,., -'block revolutionaries'. in Newark. 

By LOUIS E. LO~IAX 

'l'here has been heated debate across 
the ·nation over the ·relationship between 

•the poverty program arrd the ghetto 
uprisings. Newark offeci:; a classic. study 
of this issue. 

'l'he- United Coi11munity Corporation 
(UCC) plans and directs the funding of 
all poverty programs in ~ewark. The 
final decisions for UCC are mode by a 
•93-member . board of trustees, three 
fou;ths of whom are Negroes. Following 

•the federal guiqr.line that poverty pro­
grams must have ,:maximum partici­
pation of the poor," the Newark bo2.rd 
is inevitably made up of peop_le who feel 
they have been deeply wronged by 

. society. They are openly suspicious of 
what they call ''the system'' and "the 
·establishment." The_y, re not all black 

ower a~· cates and revolut10naries. 
•But they lend an affirmative ear to w at 

J t e. revolutiOl1al'lCSare sa¥ing, C\ r 
ffierri"are apt to publicly denounce what 
the· revolutionaries are doing. Further, · 
the key revolutionaries in Newark are 
themselves members-of the UCC board 

. . of trustees. 

,, IGNORED OEO 
I 

Willie Wright, the black power 
potentate, not only is a member of the 
board, but has served as its first vice 
]Ieside_nt. · · • 
- A Negro-businesswoman who off?red 

Willie an alibi if he needed one 1s a 
member of the board. 

Charles Mayb~rry, ·a semi-retired 
packing-house worl<er \\·ho said the riot 
was the same kind of unaerstar.dable 
activity 1he labor ·mo•:emcnt employed 
years ago, i3 a. member of the board. 

The Reverend Levin West, who has 
J:et to condemn the riot, is also a mem-· 
ber of the board. 

Timothy Still, one of the :\egro lead­
ers who attempted to disperse the crowd 

. before the riot, is president. 
And Olirer Lofton, the lawyer now 

handling the case of cabbie John Smith 
and scores of others arrested during the 

, uprising, is not only a member of the 
board, but the . director of the UCC 
Neighborhood Le6al S2rvices. 

. The relationship between the UCC 
and the revolutionary mo\·emcnt takes 
sev~ral forms anct is visible on as many 
leveis.' ._.. 

;_ 

., 

l
( 
( . 

~ 

l 
Phofo by S:d•Prestwic:.C 

Timothy Still, UCC president, chats· 
with John Aponte at the Hayes lHomes 

First there is the level of policy l 
making. Seldom has Willie \\"right failed 
to carry the vote on an important policy 
issue. During the thi,d week in August, 
more than a month • after the uprising, 
the UCC board met in a white heat and 
did the following: • 

o. They unanimously rnted to ignoi·e 
the Office of Economic Opportunity's 
suggestion that Wright be susrended 
from the board because of his inflam.:· 
matory stateme,1ts . .:-.fore, they cheered 
when \Vright restated his call for 
.\egroes to take up arn1s and th~n \\·ent 
on to. say that black men sh0:.1ld arm 
them.selves with hca,:r • \reaJons -
machir:e gur.~J cannons, ·carb::'es= bazoo-

: -:, • -.. -.(I'lease turn to Pa:;e S) 
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:\:id a J°in'.e:Jl-ycz-!r-o'.d b'.::-:k b,1:,· 
. ··:·can:e roaring d,r.rn S::di1 Strc;::t G'l hi.:; 

/·.-,:,:·bike. "i\IL \\'rig::t," h:; yell:d to \' ', 
• '"},J,1mma v;anls to see you." 

"This hov \1·as shot during the rebel­
lion" \Viliic s2icl to me. "Show i.\Ir. 
Lo~ax your arm." The lc1d took off his 
shirt. The bullet had gone through his 
. left arm near the elhow and lodged in 
the skin of his ·chest. 

''You can ·reel the bullet if )'i)ll want 
to, 'mister," the boy said to me. "It's 
still· in there. They told me at the. 
hospital· to come back after school 
starts and they will tate it out.'' • 
. I felt the bullet se!akd in the child's 

. skin . . . 
• . "Mr. Wright," the boy insisted,· 
"Mama wants to see you; she wants 
you to come tell h~r what to do about 
this here bullet in rnc.11 

It was. lowr after twilibht in Newark. 
0 "''Go horn~ and get some sleep, son, 

Willie Wright said. "Tell your mother 
•I'll be there. I'll tell her what to do 
about the bullet, wkit to do about every 
damn thing else that is wrong in this 

filthy, -rotten town." 

~NO.SLEEP 

The boy v,rent home to his mother 
and to sleep. But \Yillie Wright did not 

. sleep that_ night. Instc~d,_ his office was 

.a revolutiohary aclivity: ·htve o( 

c . A Negro • girl from Cleveland 
walked in saying she had just arrived 
by b·us. She was once a worker· for 
COHE, but things ar-e now dead in 

•Cleveland and she wanted to come to 
Newark, "1,vherc the action is." \Villie 
Wright put her to work, typing anti-
white leaflets.. • 

o •.A 19-ycar-olcl high school drop­
out, a youth now studying to b~ a butch­
er but with the soul of a poet, rushed in 
to read his latest ode to the revolution. 

o . An umved mother of four gathered 
.. • the revolutionaries Dround her to read 

an essay she had written called "How to 
. Apply the Teachings of 2\fa!colm X to 

• · ·the Immediate Destruction of the White 
Man." 

Then a squad of yo~1ths, ail between 
14 and 19 began to Jca,;e Wright~s office 

.-, -anq fan out through the ghetto; . they° 
wore blc1.ck helmets marked "CBP," 
Community Black Patrol. Their assign­
ment was to follow the police, to report 
every half hour and record evidence 
\vhen the police abused bl2,ck citizens. 

It was about then that the totally un­
_organb:d gathering of rernlutionarles 
settled down to a two-hour discussion of 
MalcoI:11 X's thoughts, how to imple­
ment the words and dreams of their 
patron saint. 

I 

·'IT'S THE SYSTE:.l' 

A woman walked in e1nd said she and 
her three· children v,-cre hungry. Willie 
Wright· s<1w to it that ~he w2:s • fed. But 
before she sat dov:nto cat V.right asked 

. her, "Do· you know why you are 
: hungry?''. 

The woman dick't know, except to 
.say tnat she didn't have a jQ\ that she 
had n:,t yet been certified for r:2ifc1re." 

"It's the system," Wright tau6ht her; 
"The white man's syste:m. He put it 
together this way to make sure black 
peopl2 go hLingry." 

Then Willie Wright turned to me. 
~-"Thisis. \';hy _wecc1rftJ•:-t th::ic white 

- pco~L:~ rebuild th,::ir stores. T;1~ych~2t 
<1!:.:l~u·.,~;~;t!:c:y kcc:p o~;r pco~!c in d-:'.it 
ar.ct '.,,i'1::;ry." 

;c wa:, wcl! 8ftcr ~ o'c!o.:'.-:i!l ti::~ 
. :,t.non,i:i;. The K::2~: C1):·::::~·.;:1l:::•P2t:-,) 

------------·------•·· 

• I 

•F'ii:ifo by s::J Prc~tw:.::l< 
The Rev. Levin B. \Vest goes over a program with younger members of 

his congr~gotion • 

came in a:,d reported that the white such a moment. Tlie onty salr?tion !.3 
man was not abusing black men that flight. 
night. The srn~lll fan iri the office failed And as mv cab ma.de its way do'.rn 
to sta\·e off the hc2t 2.nd the total· in­ A,-cnue tow2rd my hotelSpr-i~gfic!d 

tense inv0lvcment of the revo!utio,1,:ries we pclsscd a store that ha.d been entered 
polluted the air with a mor;il sniog tl12.t 
was urib2c1.rab!e.Shortlv after 2:30 a 
wild di.3CUS~ion cnrrtcd over the r~l2:tive The intcr!~cking dircdo~atcmerits of :\[ao Tse-tu:ig, ~.r~lcolm X and 
Jomo Kc;;.:,-atta.. .· 

hi·,<> S, r 'l () ,~ t' ..,t ··1s TVi\l"te and d~sfro':,\!d d;r:11_;' the riot. J[12 pl;:icc . 
T _ Llctl r 0.,1 Cle, r • • • . b . ! • B ~ t' 1

~/~t\~d ~:}r,I.2\\~i-~c\'..~~;;io;~\\~'.it\)r·:-;/c:~\~\:; \~:; /~i-~n:~:. on nc Ci~:1-

t::c •i.-:.::c:. :1~:c.~>:~~~11~. - ';\Ve 2.:·e !'t~ot.·!:1g tiJ a;i1Jt~;cr!~1c2:I::! . 
1·t·12=--:·::1··d ;,-.,j ~~1:!·~t aui-.-2~ c!~!~·i:i; y,_:L:~c:~ :--0~~:, 1~:·i:::.·'T~~~ni:-: ::~~y nf p:·.~,:.~~ 
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\\'ri;ht sciid any bb~::,rn:i.;1 \::u c::.::·:·tget jo!b •w0;-klr::r cfacct!1i with tnc 
{;now \'.here to. fine! t:!c·s~ ~r;r:s co·.1'.dpovt~rty proirarn ~cntral office by ftrst 
call his office ;111d he \';o~dd .zi·;c tlr:·m c0ntc1cting certain black power ad\'o­
immediate aid in their s2c1rci1 r.,)bodv Ccltcs.The relat io:1ship seems to be that 
blinked. After all, 2,nyl.Jodywi;o kno\',; oC:l ward hcdcr who c.:tn obtain citv 
anything about the blad~ comi~:unity ofjobs for people ln retmn for their poli­
~cwark also kno\vs that such heavytical loyally. 
a_rrns arc cached in the gi1etlo c:nclThis also ap;)lics to people \,·ho work 
rcaclj' for distribution. . •• on state and federal projects in the 

ghetto itself. After all, ~lrs. Bertha o Then,. even. to my astonishment,
Shipplcy, who said the riot should have the board voted Wright's resolution th,1t
happened a long time ago, is not only a the board go on record as callin()'for 

__cityand state officic1ls to gi\'e gc;cral 
•• dis'trict leader in the· Central Warl but· •amnesty to ''all bf our black broth2rs 

she I \\1·brksas a -firski.id attendant. at, the· ·and sisters arrested during the rebel-
Haye Park • West swimmincr pool a lion." -
cou~hY: ?tate, and fccleral!y funded. l 

I' b '' 

This last motion was carried by a
pro Jee~. 1 here are also facts like these: five-vote margin, 22 to 17, but the 

, Olen Brad!ey,. 33, and Tommey _debate on the motion as well as anRudolpl_1,22, are director and. assistant· • ··analysis of the final votes re\·eal
director respecti(·ely of a play street: . . volumes. pr~ject funded by the poverty program.·'. · Attorney Oliver Lofton made an im­This program was run jointly with_ the: passioned "law and . order" speech
Newark Police Athletic League untii the against the motion. He will be fo:·givenPAL dropped its sponsorship last week. • by the rev_olutionaries because they
~raclley was arrested dqring the upris~ • realize he must act _'out a law-and-orckr
mg ar.d charged with lootin(l' and receiv­ role in the court.s.ing stolen goods. Rudolph was ·.also'· : Walter Dawkins, the ficrv director 

• . • •. ~ . -i .arrested during ~he rebellion • and_·;; • of a federally funded "nplift'; pro~nrn1
cha_rg~d with assault and battery,'' called "Blazer," also opposed the n~otio:1 
resisting· arrest and disturbing . the oh the. ground that its pass2ge would 
peace. Both men deny th.e charoe. me,tn all poverty money for. ·:'\ewark 
Bradley insists he was simply standing' . N?r"ist_hisai°l.Donald Welclel(, to put would be cut off. Dawkins raised his 
on the streets watching the looting when it mildly, 1s boiling mad because of the'.' first funds with the aid of Wiliie Wrioht 
the po!ic:e came along, arrested him, treatment he received at the hands of ~ong b~forc the poverty prngram \i,-~nt
and then_ insisted that he pick up looted the -poverty program area directors in mto eftect. He will not be forgiven. 

•_goods lyrng on the ground and confoss~• ~ew Yo1_·kand the top poverty officials The. Reverend Levin We3t, the clergy­
that he did the looting. Rudolph, a.six-7 m Washington during the Willie Wright • man who sat on his porch and sa1.vloot­
foot-four, 200-pound • fullback who is nov;:.· controversy. • ers returr1ing home, laden with ill-gottei1 
in the process of transferring Jroni '. . The blunt summary is that it is all ·; • gain, spoke and voted against • the 

------------~. ;-'. ~. but impossible to assemble a governing - motion. He will be forgiven. After all,
/r • body of the Negro poor without embrac- '.TOMorrnow: his church owns the building th2t houses 

~ :) ~ ! . ing those who are so disillusioned that 'Bigger cmd Br)1cr' riots Willie 'Yright's rent-free office. .
they no longer hc1 \·e faith in fhe Ameri­ Kenneth Gibson, a Negro arid former 
can way of life. There is not a formal

Virginia St~te College to JviichiganStat~ • candiclal~ for mayor of Ne1.rark, vot12d
qrganizat~on ti~~een • the povertyon a football scholar.ship, declares ,ih8.t. • again?t the motion for genernl amnesty. 

roaram ~New2rk and the black powc.r he was ou!side t~e riot area attem11ting;. He will not be fo;-given.
a_dvoc~~ They-are interlockingrela­

to cash h~s paycheck when the polic(\. tionsh1ps. There is in Newark, and in WHI'~'ES FRIGHTEXED arr_ested him for no reason whatsoever.•> every other major American citv as• • Charles !llcCray, an employe of the;· Thomas Edwards, "the ~egro busines.s well,. a kinship of irrational anguisi1 be­UCC central staff, was arrested alon~; -• agent for the all-black Asphalt Workers tween black power advocates and those---·wit_h Leroi ·Jones, the blacf power pla~~/-__ Union Local 699, also voted against thew?o work for the poverty program. They ~right: ~nd charged with illegal posses- • motion. He will ·not be forgiven . . will do whatever they can, with what­
s10~ or fll'eanns. Every. evidence is that . -Equally revealing was the impas­ever public or private facilities at theirrcs1de~ts of a Negro block called_ police s10ned and nervous speech against thecommand, to ~id what they deem to be an~_rep..2._rt~d_ · that two men were ridin~ amn~sty_rriotiQn d~livered b•7 Ed·.rnrd -a bl-ack-oricnle_d_cause.It is the-ki~d o.f4 =-7nrough t_heir _.streef fir fog pistol shot~ -.• A. Kirk, an· "admftted" wh.ite Ar.glo­silent and powerful u;iity exhibited when from the window of a Volks\\·aoen The Saxon Protestant. "I know you, Will!eNegroes call each other "brother." 'It . police set up a roadblock tha"t ~etted­ \yright," he s_aid, his face flL:shing."Iis the kind of ghetto· dynamics Dr.McCray and Jones in a Volkswagen. !Ike y~u; but the truth is. white people Nathan Wright describes when he says,'fhere are those who char-:re that are fnghtened by you. Thev are afraid"America has driven Ntgroes crazy.!a~!lities o_f the UCC_are being ~1scd to': you are out to burn this to•.rn do,.1.-:1. L· Now they want to indict us for seditionmimeograph material for the -black cannot support this motion for amne.3ty." \1:hen ive do crazy things.'' • power group and that UCC workers ar~ •• But ·when the role ·was ca1l2d, 

~ using government telephones to urae • . Edward Kirk, like most of the whit__,
citizens to sign a petition callino- f~r-•• board members and son1e of the :\"c­
gen?ral amnesty for • those ar!ested groes, abstained. Thus it was that a 
durmg the riot. These charaes will be city-•.vide poverty board that disnensed 
.allbut impossib!e to disprove~ For there· -. UViYardsof $2million in t2.x mo~e~· went 
m_ust be some explanation for the • • on record asking a gen-2ra1 arnne~ty for 
mem0rar.clum issued bv Donald Wen-· . all of those arrested during the );ewa:t 

. ~ell, ~he a~ting dir~ctor ~f the UCC, say-: up:ising, SOil'te of who are indisputahl:-1 
mg tnat l-CC· workers are forbidden to guilty. And they all sat silent as Wil'.ie 
use_ .\~·ork titl1e and ·poverty progr;am -. : Wright' attacked Lyndon Johnso;-1 anr 
fa~.1~1t1~sfor. such Jctivity. \;_. Sargent Shriver as :'carpc:t ba~;g2;-~.'' 

' • , . . Another level of im·o!vemc:n~ be~1.1:e~rBACKLASH AG.-\I~ST t,;CC 
It is atso true that the UCC is~- • the. pore~ty program and the b!ad 

weathering a tremendous backlash from . ~ PO\\ er ad:ocates. relate_s to empioymeu 
the riot :\fr·" R"n" St,,rk h . - who will ret Jobs \', 1th the Joc2! p:-o 

. • ,,. ''- t. ,. , \V O IS .., • • •
charaed with obt::i;,.,·iricr on tl " J·obt . gram, and v,h1ch progra::1s will gc! 

C, • c .. ~ ' 0 - 1,~. ra In- f d I T l I •inrr for unemnlot 'd p 'onle . un ec. he loc'd eader ot the po-,·en\ 
• 1 · Jc: c t' \\ 110 come · c; • v h -·11 1,0rnto the UCC i:-· ·c°' told ... tl t .• . prooram 1n 1,as \ 1. e, enn., aopearec

0 -l 1 ,., nk 1a w1•JLe • b f •businessmen all bl't spif epitlt"'f. •at h"·· ~ . , . e ore a rece:it Senate h,~aring a'.:c 
e-\ hen·....~h2 ;i. \:s. ~J)~~r:l,Jo· -hi•: ...·'·,~ _ ~L __ • _ • _ • • .- • swore that a black natil)::Jlist scho.~ 

... , 3,,.. -~··""'" ... ·sho,>lci..... , .. t-.,, 1·t . •1 1 
u • 4 

-
• .,.. 
......-~, 

....... 
... "7 •• ,,,,.._. , __ .... _. •• • -- ,,;,·.:::--.-.'~--· .. ,.., ••..• r-~.4•.;--•·-a:..:.-tf:~"''1,:~~-:_;,,:n.;:,.,. • h.IS:.·... f~!~1d2clb•)Necrro \\ tfrkf'[3 ·'\\'\l" ,, "t1,J ..... t'r'"C1i..1-. 

... ··- ---·!; ,-.!.·: ... _-_ ... -•,·· .,., :;_,,. ........ ... f O.',i,;::,_:,.:.f;,),~~~)~ 
~ - ~ • L ', I. -1 1 l r,:"\ 11 '\t-1 • • 

~:1 ti-vy_can burn down my ph~; f·t:;~ ______________ ..::.________ _____po-.~erty p:·o;rat;~ money. H? ro2_tyi·;.e:t 
;· :-s1d•' rafrcr ti1J•l hZt . t b ,.1 home onh to d,.~co\·c,·thG1tn•"'dt.:J1 r.·1 

- ·.·.-, I I.ct c\t; Q ,C-J.~ 1.,..,,., 11 .1.1 .\ -~rr·~,r, t:~,.,.~-.,. .. "' ...... 
··-· '..: the "Cncra! r~,v•rirrn\!··· S;::1r'.~- r,. 

1
0 ,\ • L:J. .. \\ .::L.::,OL,.:-0.1 •• ,.,, d.-_ .:,-....:, __ 

c ::, cc'-• ' · u "· ~n qL!e~ti1m -.,;2s.iri p:-:rt 2t J.:J,~-:. r~'::::::·: 
rng fcdera l rnor~~~y. 

https://firski.id


--------

(Cor.tinu(:d from Pa~c One) 

one must set ·down the facts of pre-riot 
Newark, th~ truth about the riot itself, 
~ncl then examine what has occurred in 
Its wake. 

ETHNICS WWUPS 

·As to pre-riot Newark one on1y hc1s. 
to list a11 the grievances of ghettoes 
across the 1iation--hGu:sing,job1cssncss, 
politic?.l powerlessness, ·police brutahty. 
Unliko the other ghctlo risings that 
have cnfbmcd the n:1ti:Jn, the ?'-:cwark 
equation involves a direct confrontation 
between ·two. distinct cthni(! groups 
\vithin the American society, the'. Ne­
groes 2.nd the Italians. 

''I recognized the Italian cop who ar­
rested me," Negro playwright Leroi 
'Jones said to me .1(1 told him -J knew 
him from high school; he called me a 
.'b1ack nigger crnimai' 2nd busted me on 

' tbe side of my head. I know the 

l 

.. wop S.0.B., we were classmates. But • 
' this ain't nothing new, man," he _went 
i' on. "We been in a-kicking fight with 
l these wop ·cats for ycMs. These wop 
i moth~rs took this town from the Irish; 

now, baby, we going to' take it from 
them!" 

I1'~VERYONe J'\NEW 

• EYerybody knew Nev/ark was going 
t to cxp1od0. QlDy ·a few of the trusted 

. J revolutiorrnrksknew wn~n, where, and 
ow. Certain h~tr.d facts can be reported 

without Yiolating. confidences oE those 
,vho wish their revolution to be reported 
provided · mimes • and c>,ctivities which 
cou1c.1kad to criminal arrests are omit­
ted: 

(right) tours Ne·.vmk 
• Roy ~il_kin? .... 

I --·•~--~ 
i 
t 
I 

o At least tw-) months before the riot 
errupted, revcluti'lnarics from outside 
Newark came to to,rn. and shared cer­
tain pre-revolutio:iary chores with the 
Newark group. One Negro political lead­
er spotted the strange]'S, duri:ig several 
public meetings that were called to de-

•bate the controversial urban rene'.\'al 
• program. Alarmed by the presence and 

• PLANN!HG PiiOTEST-H. Rap Brown, choirrr.on of ~n2 

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Comrnittee, sprcwL; 
)n chair _at' conference onnouricJng a work.-stop;,in;:; 
• 'pe-oce-in' to be held Oct. 21-2.2 at' the Pe:n~::oc,:1in 
Washing~on to protest the Vietncm war. /-,t right i:; 

. ·Rt. Rev. Charles Owen Rice of Pittsburgh, also p-::;~r sf 
~ .•.:':-;.. ••N,•,:~•i~·:..-..!;r_,,;,:;;\'i )<':.i-<"-l'."-;;;::~!--.~j:~':',.;·t~·<:.::5tf.,,~';_:~i:..-,:f1~:.~:.;--~,.,>.~~,---,_-,~,.n~.-"?:v;.:,:,:~::,_;:J1"..;;,r~tbe·:.;\) tt--2~·.to.End th-2 \ VCl:-,.-;~:;:i,\~rr?: ... Gt.ijna·!.).,\obit( Z1J t.iori~-Co~:.:\1~ 
1 1• • • - • . ~~if-.~~-~c-~i-~2-~!a of _"61::Jcks, wc~cn, s~..:­_a~_ co-:i_l_itjor1 

d2nts, workers; hippies, draft rcs:stOiS, ck.--gy c. ...... :! 
p,:,liticcl org.:::ni:otions.'' . 

----------------·----- - - --

activities of the stranger~, the Xeg!·o_. o_f 
ficial prepared a detailed statement 
names and dates, which h::! gave to Po 
lice Director Dominick A. Spina. He, i, 
turn. fired off a· sb::-p2ge telegram tn a~ 
major state and local officials in whic~ 
he det;ii!ed his fo2rs that i\C':,·~rk wz~s 

•about 1o erupt. 

; • •• ,-.;"':.· ;- .• - ✓ 

.. ~...;·.,,•,·•; : .. • ·:..r:-~-~~-;.:___' .-.. :~:/t.\...··::-:;::::: 
\'.''.r:.:-1...:'JAss-,,:i3!:)-:f ?:~s,; 
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r? (:;) !(f~,~~-:1~I;r·
U \.:.·.)1; l ii <._;tj i., U ;.._I 

•o Spina was more correct than even 
he !;new. Th~ riot v:as scheduled to oc­
cur--and this will go recorded as one of 
the ironies of moctern Am~ric,rn history 
-on the very night it did take place, but 
at a different location and at a different 
time. The pl,rn, to put it bluntly, was to 

•sprea·cl destruction alo!1g Broad Street. 
The thinking w2s that the police would 
be so concentrated downtown-that the 
looters, and this is one of the key cle­
ments . in the revolutionary scheme, 
would be able to carry out an unlrnm­
pered rape of stores a1ong the Negro 
sections of Springfield Avenue. 

'fhc plan was actually in motion, 
revolutionaries were already on Broad 
Street initiating the first phase of the 
scheme when :i'-;cgro cab driver John. 
Willimn Smith got himself involved in 
a fracas with the police at a point some 
three miles from Broad Street. Smith 

• was carried into the police station un­
der conditions that caused alarmed 
Negro onlookers to ~pread the word that 
.he had bC:en killed by the police. Other 
Negro cabbics got the· word and used 
their 1'adios to call upon all Negro cab 
drivers to come to Broad Str2et for a 
demonstration. Negro· cabbies arrived 
along Broad Street in droves; so did the 
police. This sudden and unexplained ac-. 
tivity on Broad Street CctUscdthe· revo­
lutionaries lo aba.nclon their plans and 
flee to the security of the ghetto. 

o By then angry Negro ·citizens, 
most of them with no knowledge of what 
was actually oc_curring, took matters 
into their own hands. The initiaf confron­
tation between tile police and black peo­
ple was spontaneous. Even the leaders 
of the revolution stood in ~mazement as 
people • began to pelt the police station 
house with rocks and fire bombs. The 

-revo1utionaric3 h2d only to urge on the 
anger, give it a sense of direction and 
leadership. The result was the four days 

l of rioting. 

c, A few Negro leaders attempted
I
. 
_to_ disper~e oJJd '. caJm_ the .erowd. during_ 

7 • the initial· stages of the uprising. It is 
doubtful that they could have succeeded. 
Even so, they abandoned their efforts 
after foe police came out of the station 
house when the crowd failed to disperse. 

NAACP President- Sally earrol was 
in Boston for her organization's national 

. convention when the riot erupted: "I 
thought of coming home," she s2id; "But 
I knew the people would not listen to me. 
There was nothing I could do.'' 

"I was also in Boston," Councilman 
\Vest said: "I talked with my deputy and 
I considered coming home the first night 
or the riot. But even if I had come, the 
people would not have listenc~ to me. 
I did come home on Friday (lhc third 
n·ight of the uprising) and I did what I 
could. But I ·wouid not have ·been able . 

. • to stop what happened.'' 
'. Irvine Turr.er, Newark's other Negro 

·councilm2.n, was ill when the· riot . oc-
curred and did 11otappear in tile streets. 
I went to Turner's office in the ghetto 
hoping to get his comments. The office &\vas closed; no one \vas there·. -

Ph;ilo by Sid Pre;twic~ 

Sally Carroll at her desk in Nev1ark_ 
NAACP headquarters 

''Honey, you trying to find Turner?'' 
a Negro woman who lives next door 
asked me. When I told her I was indeed 
looking for the councilman, his constit­
uent allowed this: 

"He ain't there; that office is a 
sham." .. 

. But there are those who feel that 

. WASHINGTO:-i(UPI)-The Air ;-fa­
tional Guard has ordered -!O of its big 
transport planes on standby alert fof 
anti-riot duty, it was cisclosed yester­
day. Meanwhile, some s:ate Air Nation­
al Guard commands are making anti-

riot plans of their own. 

The Guard has ordered restricted 
duty for the transport planes-mostly 
Cl21 Constellations ar1.d C97 Strato­
cruisers capable of carrying 100 men 
each-to assure · pt·om~t mo\·ement oE 
Army 0iational Guards:-i1e;ifrom sum-­
mer training camps if they ace 
needed to put do\\ n ciril disorder_ . 

An Air National Guard spo~csman. 
· in revealing the nation',1:ide plan, 'said 
the order was cated Aug. 1-1and will re­
main in effect until the Army i\ct­
tional Guard's 17-day s~mmer training 
sessions end ne:d month. • 

The spokesman said most or the .-\ir 
Guard's 25 troop . transport group v,·ere 
ordered to place two planes and two 
•crews each on a 12-hour alert hc1sis, out 
the 40-plane plan is· for. use only on or-
ders from national hcG1Cqu3rters. 

Newark's J\'cgrocs had slrn~1g leader­
ship, for good or for bad, during the:-tip-­
rising. "When the riot rcal!y got goi:1z," 
one of r-;ewuk's wealthiest a:1ci best~ 
kno\1;n 7\egro b;.1-sincss wornc:1 told me, 
''I called Willie Wright. \\'hi:n I found 
out \\)mt was going on I felt Willie mizht 
need c:n alibi; I 2m not a black po\',·er ·• 
advocate, but I knew somebody was 
giving direction to this thing. I called "i 
. Willie and told him that if he need2d a.n 
a!ibi, I would swear that he \1,·as in my 
home visitir.g with rnc and my farruly 
when th(; riot occuned. As I told you," 
she c;-onclL:ded, "I am not a black po·,•,-er ' 
advocate; but if Willie nc2cied an a lib!, , 
I was willing to risk everything to give ·i 
htm one:" • ·:; 

Willie Wright r:as on th8 streeL3, 1n ? 
the vicinity ·of the police station ~7Ccn ~ 
the cor1frontation between· the p2opb r.nd i 
the police exploded into a riot. I Ins!stul l 
that Willie Wright give me a statermLt . 
for the record. t1 

''Of course I didn't do it," \\'right isaid as he flashed a big smile, his gold 
front to·)th reflecting the glow of· r. 
Springfield Avenue street light. "But,'' 1 
he added, ''this is not to say th?:t all 01 

1 

i
what h2.ppcr1e.dwas unplanned, without jdirection and le2.dP.rship." • I 

It can also be reported th2-t Ne,vark'D l 
revolutionaries were congra.t~1la.ting 
them.selves for h9ving st2-ged the bl;;e:it 
ghetto revolt to date. Then, as o:i~ of 
the top leaders of the rebelllczi put it, 
some of the out-of-town revoiuttonarlc:1 
emplansd for D2troit where they h~Ip:d 
set off a hoiocaust that made Xe1°.-ar:<'s 
uprising look_ !ike 2 tea party. 

REVJB'.V'j\IISTAKES' 

But even the revolutionc.rie.si.d~nu 
it was quite a tea party; they bernc.?.n 
the fact that the destruction occurred 
in the i'\egro community r2.th:.:r than a.t 
the scat of \vhite economic poircr 2.long -
Broad Sreet as planned. By sifting the 
ashes the revolutionaries ar~ disco~:er-
ing their rnistci.kes, they are instit1..!_tbgI 
plans design~-~: .. ::: cectain that ·.'I 

TO{,WRROW: 

··I 
I 

- . ! 
these errors do not recur. JJ there Is ~o 
be a fire yet 2.nother time in ~ewark, 
the revolutionaries will ha-,·~ the suppo!"t 
of normally respon3ib!e \"cgro busln2ss­
rnen. who are enr2zed a1mc3t to the _ 

. point of p2ranoia because, according to 
them, S'.2J.e Police deliberately 2.:-i..d 
without re2son riddled with bull~ts aad 
then rJnshcked their shops. 

I do~tb: one could persuade a si:-,gle 
Kegro· of irifluence in ~ewark to mou1t 
a ghetto 'platform· 2nd tell th~ p2oie · 
th~t the first riot v:as wrong, th2.t they 
should not do ·it agai;1. 

And the white man who is now tour­
ing_ Newark's 1\cgro ghetto, b!2·r~r:g 
fro:n a loudspeaker mounted on a car 
that the police are the fricncl.s o~ :h2 p~o-­
plc, that the people should sup~ort 12.w 
and order as ",ell ·as their local pcii..:e, 
is viev,·ed bv the black rn2ss2s as ti:~ 
funniest v.-!lte-face mi:·i'strel of the c~:1-
tury. 

, ,,,,., • , ~ ,..,~; .• ,. ,. ,: ~ .. j ;/2;;'/'£'[;';,c~,; (;"·-''-' ;,,c•o,Of,•:~} ,c,:,,;,.l;;<s?:,c ,,_;:r,ic'):,S'o'"'';. .:-,,.~o, ,_,;;;,,'}>,••• ,,.,;,,.,., ., ,.., • ; • "· ., •• ;, ,. , • ' ;c f,-;;~,F,~--- :;c~;,;,,: '"' '"'"'; 
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Hy LOUTS E. LOi'.TAX 
\ 

In ~C\rcir'.,, o:1c hears few voices of 
;\('0rn clisscnt cci;,ccrning the "black ·. 
:·c\·n!u: irin" and these voices turn out to 
be n- ·ci ;:r.d cipologctic. 

''l , . .:,3,Y the riot w;:is wrong,'' NAL\CP 
:\.::>·,\',1rkPrcsic;c.1t Sally Cirrol .said. 
"I';,1 SGiTY about i11c n:piun~ of b!ack­
:.~,d-\•,;,i:i; icclings anci 1\:!iaUonships in 
ot:r town. I think we can correct the 
c•;i1s \'/itirnut bur:iin6, !-i:ilii:.6, and 
111(1; iil~." 

Then she 1,ausecl .for a long moment 
::1~;ip,;-1:~cdinLo he:- cocktail. "But, on · 
1hc o:hcr i,~1:1d,'' she cJc!ded, pensively, 
"\,·c oi l.iic 7\i.-\ACPhave been try:ng- to 
rlD :il;:t fr,;- 50 vc:1r~. haven't we? And 
:·1olhi:,;.; .hus ha~pc:icd." 

C;1h·i;1 \Vest, );eg;·o councilmc1n-c1t-•• 
i;H·!:c, ul.~crcd ihe loudest ::ind strongest. 
vr.ic~ o[ cii:;sc:1L "The riot w:-1sw.-ong, 
it. ;.:ol us nothing: we will never gel ;:iny-
1!1in.~~;-iccornpld1cd by burnin~ down 
~\C\'.'~!·!~ We r-:cgrocs can take Ncwar~ 
ti'.;·0u, 1c lcg:timatc po1itical process_. 
::s I,Crliaps in 1070, ccrta.~nly by 1071." 

~~-,...,,....,....,.....,_.,.,...,.....~....,. ' 

Q 

it"~)L \i~ ~ G1't~0? f:!~M
lil ~~-Hd.: i.J 

This is the third in a series of articles· ically "dc,ilt with." "The consensus 
by no~ed. Negro journalist Louis T was," one black power lec1dr.r told me, 
'Lomax on 'black. revolutionaries' in "that Johnson is such an Uncle Tom 

and fool that he isn't worth the risk andNewark 
lhe bullet it. would take to kill him. We 
decided to let him talk; nobody listens -. 

But even c1s c~1lvin West spoke he· . to him a·nyway." -
conceded .that approximately GO per In conlrast to Rcvcren.ct Johnson iscent of .foe potential Xcgro voters have Dr. Nathan Wright,· .Episcopalian clcr~failed to register, tha·t the hot-breath gyman ;.md Harvard-trained "urbanolo­revolutionaries nave no intention of .wait­ gist." Wavi.1g a' copy of his 'book,ing for a system -they don't believe jn "Black Power and Urbc1n Unrest,"to produce resulls, tha,t '.Vest himself Wright told me: "N"ori-vio1cncc has hc:s alrp:.dy be9n threatened by tfie failed; the only thing the ·whit~ man .inrcvoiution~fries. Newark will respond lo is the fhrcat of • 

C1lvin West is not alone; every major· • violence and the certain promise that 
Ncgrn political offici.:il or 3ppointcc in the threat is not an empty one." Then 

•i'lc\vark has been threatened. ' Wright went on to suggest more sophis-
The cxpcclalion was that Newark's 1.icated forms of revolutionary violence. 

Negro clergy would issue a strong calf The revolutionaries arc d(;vcloping other 
for i.~w ,ind order, for non-vioicncc. But tc1elics thc1n the crude ·mc1neuver o[ play- • 
for the Reverend H.F. Johnson, this call ing cowboy and Negro in the middle of 
for 11cr,cc,.ind lranquilit.y has not' come Newark. 
forth. The revoluiionar'ics held a meet­ To clearly understand the . tragedy, 
ing to decide whether Reverend John­
son shoulci• be threatened, perhaps phys- {Please iurn io PaI;c 7) 
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an ·nd~nt in t!~is re;·mblic. Thi "gooc!­
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they Jrc not: going to give real power to City Hall shouted _at me. ''Nobody fol- < 
a ~cgro within that frcimcwork of an or- lows l1im; how many Negroes docs he . \ 
6Jnization that is built fo.r and run by have?" 'S.. 
white people. .f ("TJ,·at is not true," S:1lly Carrol, pres-
• "If we get a Negro mayor lie wm be 

I 

idcnt of Newark's NAACP, 'interposed. - •~ 
a while man's flunky like that foo1 bfack •..r don't know how many Negroes \Vili;c. < 
r:1ayor in Flint. Michigan, who had ·to.·· •hc1s behind him, but he docs· influence ·. , I

. ·resign whc;i he . discovered that the; the p2ople who are ready to take·· this 
while powers were 'not ;;bout to bow to town apart." • 
the wishes of black people on so simple. ·1 Then Miss Carrol ccist a stern eye· at i.·an i.c;st;ccl~-i open housing. Jiow can we 

. Cc1lvin West who was calmly sipping a (.·put trust in a sys.Lem that installs a· 
black man as mayor ,.:indthen refuses scotch and soda as he reclined on the '::"'.,·.:-=,.·.·:";:•;.'·~-:·,,.. .. ... ... ~ 

sofa arross the room. 'l'he white hoslcss, •.:-:;,•-:--:-,,,-,.:'.,·•·, >~.....to p;1.ss a law guaranteeing that the. 
a member of the hoard of the N,\i\CP, •. mc1y0r of the. fown can buy a house in 
was obviously slunned as S,!lly Carrol .·1a place of his ·o\vn clJoosing ! '' 

···-continued, "you say Willie doesn't have
Who then wii! prevail? many members • in his •organization.
"Willie Wright is a complete fool; a 

True! But how many black people follow Cc.!vi.i. 'Nest $nobociy; one of those black leaders cre­) • Calvin? He has· just. admitted that he. '.I don't warit to prcsi?c • • '. r--.··atec! by the press," ? stunningly beauti­
ful and mini,skirted Negro secretary at :. (Please ti1.nto Pagc· S). . • over a_ pUc of ashc~ l _ 

.C I 1.,.. • .: . I : ..~~- --
~--rt.J-..-.- ........--...,.,.-.-~' '•.~~ ~ • I•-~ 

-. ,,,. 

.1 



,. 
(Continued from Page One) just last .June. A mc1jor i-nidwestc;-n uni-· concerning the poverty prog·ram; that 

versity has given the girl .1 four-year • anybody who sprcc1ds poverty money •cot11d· not have slopped the riot. I have scholarship as a result of tlwt inslilu- I•thousands of members in my NAACP among the poor for U.1cir servkes c1stion's secirch for "responsible" Nrgrbesbr~mch but I co_uld not have stopped the·. , pl,rnners of poverty . progra1ns should• to further integrate its c1lmost }lly-whitc 
riot. I do:1't Sji.:>Jk for the people who are . campus. The young wom.111 is not only a . have their hcacis ex~rnined. This, of 

. :;-iolinb and looting. Willie.docs." • totally dedicated blt1ck rcvolutiont1ry hut· course, would anger Willie Wright. The_ 
·:·,.. This cncounlcr could have occurred ~-. she has delc1iled plans about "upsetting" one thing thc1t conid possibly slay Willie- and is occurring - between black that staid .. and stolid college cornmunity 

Jeadcrs in while 1ibcrai living rooms ail within days after her arrival the.re. Wright's revolution would be fnr rn.1ssive 
ovc:: ihc nation. It is a ·dialogue of the amounts of money -and polit;cal power

Then there is Dr. Nathan Wright, the impotent, a tragic second-act confronta~ to be given to the poor, and largely un• 
• theoretician and inL?llectual .luminary • tion between those w110 are as incapable 

of co;1trol1ing the ·behz:.vior of tbe black ' of the. black power movement. Dr. T0/'/10RROW: 
rr:cissesciS the black masses have been Wright nof only headed up the recent Questions for An1e,ica 
of controlling their own destinies. It \vas blt:1ck power national conference in New-
wclI aiter 2 o'clock in the morning when . ark, but his next book is titled "Re;:idy educated, black mJsscs. And that these 
Saliy Carrol got around lo articulating . 1 to Riot." Frequently reminding an inter­• • masses, in some visionary form of I.he 
the gut is::;u~: . viewer o[ his doctofate from Harvai-d, nation's town meetings o[ the eJrly 18th

Dr. Wright gives a sermon or a lecture,"Look,'' she said, "Willie Wrig:1t and Century, be allowed to determine their-··
dep~nding upon his swiftly. changingfoe revolulionarics have yet if.a tell us • • • •. own destinies. 

what they arc for; but they have made ----..,_,.,.,.,.,._._,.,,.,,._,,.,.;,,_ moods, to a question. 
The Willie \Vrights and lhe Nc1t.han 

, it cryst.;l clear, no bones about it, ihat. Dr. Nathan 'Nright during recent Dr. Wright assails the; Episcopal Dio- . Wrights (they are not related) of this 
they arc not going to tolerate any longer Black -Power conference in Newark • ccsc of Newark for hiring him as an nation suffer each olher. They in a sense 
wlwt they now .suffer, what • they' arc • "urbanologist" ar.d then "refllsing to lis- -· clesperalely need each other. Together·
against." returned from Europe .. I ·made sure she ten to a damn thing I }rnv(! to say." He they have more influence in the b!.:ick'· 

was not educated here, so she kr.ows then deals the poverty program a gut_ ghetto than the orthodox Negro leader­There c1re ofber voices that must be . 
;'·· less about Newark than I do. But, as I blow by charging that they hire ignorant ship. But one day soon they rnusl meetheard before one 111a:._csa dctermina• 

wGs going to tell you about how limited and untrained people to carry out a pro-• and deal with !.heir deep differenceslion. I called a Negro member 'of the 
. Newark public sc!rnol 'syslem and a my time is, some of my daughter's gram that requires 'the ulmost in brains over who will run the black power com- , -~~) woman who h;:id brought me to Newark • friends· are comi:1g here for something and expcrienc~. ,rnunity. For the moment they share the .. 
•iwicc to. lecture for the Urban Learrue of a reunion - they were all together "Hovi {n the heil," lie exploded, "can • unily that unclcrgirds ail crises. Yet as 
, Guild. 

0 in Europe, you know· - and our ca1cn• . you build a bridge by taking the money • the two men look at each other, an ob-. 
dc1rs arc j1,Jst jammed. Perhaps if you • allocated for the bridge and .dividing it server cannot hut woilder what each of • "I don't know wh,1t I can tell you," crop by tomorrow at eleven we can have among people who need lhe 'bridge but , them is re.1lly thinking.· Myown conclu­

. . she sc1id. "Besides, my time is tc:-ribly a short chat. But I sirnply have nothing don't know l10w to build il?'' ' sion to1 theit private thoughts is best ex•
:.' .. ; . limited. I icacr. llere, as you know, but to teli you.', pres.sec! i_n a quatrain Dr. Nathan Wright •.I have no knowledge of what is going on. • -Wright's thesis-is that no~hing short 

I hung u_p the phone. I got the who1e delights in quoting:••: .: ' • 11erc. I simply' hcivc little or no con~act i of a revolutionary approach can correct 
(· wi,~1 the kind of peop1e you are trying to • picture. And sitting across the desk from poverty; that revolution is a 1fl!nclion· of "As I was walli:in; up the sbir 

undcrstcmd:. Besides," she continued, .rne at that moment in Willie Wright's the middle class, of people v/ith trained I met a m,m who wasn't t:1crc. 
"my daughter-vou rem1:.mber her how office was a brilliant, 17-year-old Negro brains; that the poor • and the illiterate }fo is not the1·c again today. 
brilliant and talented she is - ha~ just girl, who had graduated from Arts High cannpt possibly make cr~tical decisions Oh how I wish he would go away." 
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) By LO.UIS E. 10:\IAX 

• - I• 'l'his nation - whether it chooses to 
admit it or· not - is now·in the grip of 

t a revo1ution.The fl,uning disorders that . 
•have enveloped our fand are not acci- .• ,• dental True, these disorders are set in · 

t ·motion by unplanned and quite normal 
. a . confrontations betwe!?.n po1ice and the 

t p'eople of the bl2.ck ghetto. From that
}, point on, hoi,vever, a highly trai~ed a_nd 

totally militarist group of revolutronanes ••t who have been poised and waiting in the 

• J Lost of o series 
•. 

wings move In ar:id give the event a. 
-' ~otally destructive direction. 
; 'I'he poor and the grc2dy, who have 

,, • notthe slightest notion of ,rhat is occur­
I ring, develop a sense of obligation and· 

loyalty to the organized snipers and 
arsonists who keep the police at bay 
while they steal. 

._ The .. Negro middle class is beir.g bat~ 
tered into line by a combination of 
threats from the bt=ick power people and 
the overreaction of the white poi ice. In· 
Detroit, Negro -plainclothes policemen 
reportedly wet-e pistol-whipped by ·white 

\ l ·. • :-_ 
\,,. - -----

.. \ 
·.\, 

J 

police while trying to fish their creden­
tials from their pockets . 

•As to the pattern of threats against 
micldle-c1ass Negroes the record is 

. quite clear. This will_ come as a ~r~ve 
shock, but the fact 1s that the lJroan 
Leacrue office in Newark was set on fire 

b b -by a Molotov cocktail seven days erore 
the. uprising occurred. James Pawley, 
the league's executive director, use3 
a nice oloy when he says that the fire 
bo111b -..\·as thrown by an· imaginative 

. youth \\·ho had somehow gotten a copy 
of .. mrm't'ographecl directions as to how 

• to make such a bomb. Pawley suggests 
• that the Negro youth probably .got the 

·.·instruction sheet from the Newark 
Chamber oE.Commerce where Police 
Director Spina had mad~ a speech and 

-distributed copies of the sheet as an 
example of what is being circulated in 
the black gh~tto. 

Assuming Mr, Paw1ey believed his 
own explanation, one n1:.1st then ponder 

• why he called the leader of the black 
power movement and asked, •:who _ 
would bomb such a dedicated orga11iz.:i.­
tion as the urbc.n League?" As :\Ir. 
Pa\\·Iey well knew, the bomb was a 
warning to all Xegro civil rights groups_ 

(Please. turn to P.ige 11) 
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November 13, 1967 ...:----

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

DATE OF TRIP: November 6 thru 9, 1967 

Persons Interviewed: 

Mr. Kenneth Gibson - United Community Committee 
Mr. Donald James - Social Worker 
Mr. Lonzy C. Mccarey - Negro businessman 
Rev. Clifford Porter 
Rev. Leavon West 
Mr. Alvin Brown - Militant Legal Law Clerk 
Mr. Willie Wright - President, United Afro-

American Association 
Mr. William Jones - Social Worker 
Mr. George Hicks (alias Specks) 
Mr. Calvin West - Councilman-at-Large, Newark 
Mr. Arthur Kaufman - Director of Manpower 
Mr. Harold Hodes - Assistant Director of 

Human Rights 
Mr. Thomas Carmichael - Director of the Community 

Information and Referral 
Center of Newark 

Other unidentified persons. 

Interviewer: Haywood L. Perry 



NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

My trip to Newark, New Jersey was in connection with the 
recent riot whidh occurred in that city from July 12 
through July 17~ Persons interviewed were from all walks 
of life with different political views and different con­
cepts as to the cause of the riot. Many were of the 
general concensus, however, that the riot was the result 
of poor housing, lack of job opportunity and poor school 
facilities. Many indicated that police brutality was one 
of the main issues that has created tension that permitted 
the riot. 

Upon the recommendation of several of the team members, I 
visited the Bridge Club Cocktail Lounge, which is located 
at 343 Washington Street in Newark, New Jersey, to converse 
with those persons whose backgrounds ranged from school 
principal to dope addicts on the street in order to obtain 
their opinion as to the cause ofthe riot. On November 6, 
1967, I conversed with several persons concerning this 
matter. Mr. Kenneth Gibson, a civil engineer with the 
United Community Committee, and Mr. Donald James, a public 
welfare representative for the City of Newark, were two of 
the identifi.able interviewees. 

In response to the question of whether or not there appeared 
to be outside agitation or activist groups which might have 
contributed to the riot in Newark, Mr. Gibson related the 
following: He stated that it is definitely untrue that any 
outside groups had come into Newark to create any problem. 
The situation that Newark was confronted with is something 
that has been brewing for a long, long time due to the 
deplorable living conditions that the Negro people are sub­
jected to, the lack of jobs for the qualified Negroes and 
the lack of job-training programs for those with no skill. 
Mr. Gibson stated that he works very closely with those per­
sons in the ghetto area and if there had been any mention or 
any sign of outside groups which might have incensed the 
people in the ghetto to riot he would have heard about this. 
Mr. Gibson, whose name has been mentioned in previous reports 
by the other team members, ran for Mayor of Newark during the 
1965 election on a separate ticket. 



Gibson stated that the tension between the black and white 
people has increased due to the fact that the police depart­
ment has requested the K-9 Corps as a complement to their 
force. The Negro people of this area feels that this is 
more of an indignation to them in bringing these dogs in at 
this time. Mr. Gibson advised the interviewer that if I 
really wanted the real cause of the riot it would be 
necessary for me to go to city hall and talk to the crooked 
politicians who are placing persons on the payroll w·ho have 
never come to the office to work and this, he says, he can 
prove, and to accompany him to certain areas of Newark in 
the morning and witness pay-off drops to the city officials. 
This in itself creates mistrust and a sense of vengeance by 
the Negro people towards the administration. 

Mr. Gibson related the press overplayed the sniper situations 
in Newark because there was no way possible for the ratio of 
deaths of white persons in comparison to the death fatality 
of the Negroes to have been so small if there had been snipers 
in the areas where the police and national guard reported. He 
stated that the Negro people were killed for the sake of being 
killed during the riot and not for any attack on the police. 
The police and guardsmen shot through people's windows and 
homes for no justifiable reason and they also looted the 
stores. 

In response to the same question placed to Kenneth Gibson, 
Mr. Donald James stated that there was definitely no agitation 
which might have incited the people to riot. The riot was due 
to the result of penned up frustrations of black people that 
covered a period of many years. He stated that there was no 
conspiracy during the riot, however, once the riot began people 
took advantage of the situation. Mr. James related that the 
riot would have taken place whether Mr. Smith, the cab driver, 
had been arrested or not. City Hall had turned a deaf ear to 
the general grievances of the people and the people actually 
had no place to turn. He related the fact that the mayor is 
part of the political machine which dictates the policy of 
the city's administration. 

He advised that there many things that the mayor 1 s office 
could have done and still can do to affect better relation­
ship with the people, such a~;open door policy where the 
people with legitimate complaints could come and present them 
to the mayor or his representatives. He also suggested that 
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the housing code be enforced. James cited the Callahan­
Parker case whereby the mayor sought to place Callahan, a 
white man with a high school education, as secretary of the 
Board of Education over Parker, a Negro who has a Masters 
Degree in education,for this position. In the eyes of the 
general public this is outright disregard for the Negro in 
Newark. 

In response to the question whether or not there were any 
arms being shipped into Newark, Mr. James and Mr. Gibson 
stated that they had heard that there were arms in town, 
however, they can not substantiate the rumor. Mr. Gibson 
and Mr. James concurred that the civil rights groups such 
as NAACP, CORE, etc., have played no significant part in 
aiding the Negroes in Newark. Mr. Gibson stated that as a 
result of the riot several persons who were considered to 
be liberals and nonviolent individuals have thus become quite 
militant and have suggested to the people that they arm them­
selves for future confrontation with the police and other 
Negro haters. 

Mr. Lonzy c. Mccarey, a bartender at the Bridge Club, sug­
gested that the interviewer appear at his office, the Ebony 
Business Association, located at 251 Bergen Street in Newark, 
to talk to several of the ministers who are abreast of the 
present situation in Newark. On November 7, 1967, the inter­
viewer appeared at Mr. McCarey 1 s office and interviewed the 
Rev. Clifford Porter, Pastor of the Greater Bethal Church of 
Newark, New Jerse~ and the Rev. Leavon West. In answer to 
the question as to what was the main cause of the riot, all 
of these gentlemen agreed that the main causes of the riot 
were contributed to deplorable living conditions, lack of 
jobs for the qualified, lack of job opportunity training 
programs and the poor school facilities. These men agreed 
that the tension between the Negro community and the white 
community has increased subsequent to the riot. There seems 
to be a mutual feeling of mistrust and disrespect on the 
part of both races. 

In answer to the question whether or not there was a con­
spiracy either within or outside of the city headed by out­
side groups or militant activist to create the riot, the 
answers were as follow: 
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Rev. Porter: No, there was no conspiracy to create 
the riot which was inevitable due to the aforemen­
tioned situation. He stated that he has lived and 
worked in this community for years and has witnessed 
the deplorable conditions the Negroes have lived 
under and the indignities they have suffered and are 
still suffering. He related that the people decided 
that their complaints were being neglected and that 
they felt that the overall situation had gone far 
enough, so they decided to riot and bring their 
situation to the attention of the world. The arrest 
of the cab driver was merely the triggering point. 
There had been rumors of a riot after the incident 
of police officer Martinez unjustifiably beating 
some Negroes in the Newark and South Orange areas. 
However, the Negro leaders were able to persuade 
the people not to riot. The beating of Smith, the 
cab driver, before a view of hundreds of persons 
after his arrest was more than the people could 
stand, so they started to create disorder. 

Rev. Porter does not condone the looting and burning 
of homes and businesses, but he does state that the 
people had to dispense their penned up emotions in 
some way. He advised he saw many strange faces of 
Negro males in the riot neighborhood one week prior 
to the riot but he could not contribute their being 
there as having any connection with the riot. The 
young people in the neighborhood informed Rev. Porter 
that they would rather die in the streets fighting 
for their rights than to go to Viet Nam and kill 
other people for the white man•s cause. Rev. Porter 
related the fact that he had heard rumors that arms 
had been brought into the city to arm the Negroes 
for a possible riot in the future, however, he could 
not substantiate this rumor. 

Rev. West: Advised that he is in full agreement 
with what Rev. Porter has said in connection with 
the riot. However, he added that he feels that the 
ministerial staff of the Negro community has not done 
its part to aid the people. It is necessary for the 
ministers to be in the areas where the poor people 
live and play in order that they can act as mediators 
in conveying the people 0 s grievances to the city's 
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administration. The Negro ministers could also 
instill upon the people in the ghetto to prepare 

.themselves for the jobs forthcoming. 

The interview with Rev. Porter, Rev. West, and Mr. Mccarey 
ended with the note of mutual admiration and cooperation of 
which an invitation was granted to the intervie~er to return 
anytime to interview these persons. The interviewer is of 
the opinion that these gentlemen were truthful in their 
interview and believed wholeheartedly in what they said. 

Upon an invitation by a Mr. Donald James, the interviewer 
appeared at the Bridge Club later on in the evening of 
November 7, 1967. Mr. James introduced the interviewer to 
Mr. Alvin Brown, a legal law clerk to one of the Judges in 
the U.S. Court in the City of Newark. The interviewer asked 
Mr. Brown what was his opinion of the riot in Newark. 
Mr. Brown told the interviewer that it was not necessary for 
a black man to ask him what are the causes of a riot in any 
Negro town because myself being a Negro surely should under­
stand the causes of riots which are due to persons being 
supressed hundreds of years without any due process of law, 
or without any consideration for their human rights and so 
forth. 

Mr. Brown went on to say that the riots were the results 
of the white man taking charge of the community, the overall 
structure of the country to depress the black man and to keep 
him from having what does belong to him, what is rightfully 
his and what was given to him under the constitution of the 
United States. It is Mr. Brownus contention that every white 
man should be blown off the face of the earth and that the 
Negro will continue to suffer the indignities placed on him 
if this is not done. As Mr. Brown and the interviewer con­
versed, a Negro male identified as Willie Wright entered the 
Bridge Club. Mr. Brown introduced Mr. Wright to the inter­
viewer and stated that this man was going to lead his people 
out of bondage. Mr. Brown related that he ~as counseling 
Willie Wright on all points of legal matt~P';that he would 
stick by Mr. Wright until the end. Brown stated that he had 
advised Wright and other persons as to the acquisition of 
arms to confront the police and national guardsmen if and 
when another riot should occur. 
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Mr. Wright stated that he had previously talked to members 
of the President's Commission on Civil Disorders and that 
he had expressed his views on the situation at that time. 
Wright stated that it is no need for the President of the 
United States to waste money to set up different commissions 
because he is not going to change the situation. He acts as 
the other politicians in trying to sway the people in voting 
for him in the oncoming election. Mr. Wright stated that the 
1::ilack people were unjustly beaten during the riot and that 
this has made him determined to unite his people in order 
that they may arm themselves against the police if and when 
another riot does occur. 

Mr. James advised the interviewer that Alvin Brown is the 
first and only Negro ever appointed as a legal clerk to a 
judge in the City of Newark. Mr. Brown is to take his New 
Jersey bar examination in February 1968. Mr. James suggested 
thatthe interviewer talk to Mr. William Jones, his associate. 

While eating lunch with Mr. William Jones at the Bridge Club 
on November 8, 1967, the interviewer was approached by Mr. 
Alvin Brown who introduced a gentlemen by the name of George 
Hicks, alias Specks. Mr. Brown advised the interviewer that 
Mr. Hicks was the Director of the Rehabilitation Center for 
narcotic addicts and that Mr. Hicks would be able to furnish 
the interviewer with valuable information concerning the 
present situation in Newark. Mr. Hicks advised the interviewer 
that he could be available to talk concerning the riot at his 
office at 303 Washington Street in Newark in approximately 1/2-
hour from that time. Mr. William Jones• opinion as to the 
causes of the riot coincided with others interviewed. At 
approximately 2:30 p.m. on November 8, 1967, the interviewer 
appeared at Mr. Hicks' office and interviewed him concerning 
the riot of 1967. 

Mr. Hicks advised that he is an ex-convict and a reformed dope 
addict who is dedicating his life to help the other dope 
addicts kick the habit. This rehabilitation program was set 
up by the mayor's office and Mr. Hicks is a salaried individual. 
However, he stated that this program will not be funded by the 
cityas administration after February 1968 due to the lack of 
funds, therefore, he will be carrying on this work without 
any compensation unless the city's administration appropriates 
money for the program. 
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Mr. Hicks was asked his opinion as to the cause of the riots 
in Newark during 1967. He first started off as saying that 
he was born and raised in Newark and that he has an overall 
picture of the city's entire structure. First of all, the 
terrible living conditions in which many of the Negroes live 
under contributed to the unrest which eventually caused the 
people to revolt. There is much discrimination in the policy 
of hiring Negroes who are qualified for jobs in Newark. Many 
teenagers who finish high school are not able to get jobs due 
to the lack of so-called funds within the city itself. Hicks 
then stated that the Negroes in Newark have been abused by 
the Police Department and this probably is the main cause of 
the riot in Newark. The interviewer asked Mr. Hicks if he 
knew of any conspiracy or outside agitators who might have 
contributed to the riot. George Hicks related that there was 
no conspiracy to encourage the people to riot in Newark. The 
situation which the Negroes live under was enough to precipi­
tate tension and hatred which eventually caused the riot. 
The interviewer asked what part did the dope addicts play 
during the riot. He related that the addicts looted the 
stores after they had been broken into by the vandals. The 
addicts were constantly aware that they were being sought 
after by the police as persons suspected of looting because 
of the addicts habit of looting as a means to acquire drugs. 

Mr. Hicks was asked to name the persons in Newark whom he felt 
to be militant leaders. He stated that all Negroes should be 
militant if militant means fighting for his rights. He said 
he was militant in this respect. He did not know of any per­
sons in Newark who advocated to overthrow the city•s govern­
ment, however, since the riot, the Negro people have become 
very bitter due to the fact that many of the people were 
unnecessarily killed. He stated that the Negro people are 
now armed and that they are ready to confront the police and 
national guard if and when another riot should occur. Hicks 
would not tell the interviewer where these arms are coming 
from but he did say that these arms which consist of shotguns, 
pistols and rifles are in town. 

In answer to the question whether or not the different Negro 
groups in Newark seem to be divided, Mr. Hicks advised that 
the groups were divided and that mistrust prevailed through-_are 9out the entire/as far as the Negroes were concerned. He 
stated that the NAACP and CORE were not performing their 
jobs in trying to bring about better conditions for the Negro 

people. He feels that the Negro ministers have definitely 
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let the people down because they have not gotten out into 
the community to help in any way. 

The city needs to appropriate more money for different pro­
grams to help the poor people of Newark. He also advised 
that the persons directly involved in the riot were neither 
the middle class Negroes nor the people on welfare, but 
those persons who are below the welfare assistance level, 
such as persons who are ignorant to the fact that they are 
eligible for public assistance; the grassroots individuals. 

Mr. Hicks classified persons with criminal records as grass­
roots individuals because many of them were unable to gain 
employment. Therefore, they had to rob persons to make a 
living. Mr. Hicks stated that the interview was conducted 
at an inopportune time due to the fact that there were per­
sons waiting to begin their therapy for drug addiction. There­
fore, Mr. Hicks extended an invitation to the interviewer to 
return any time to interview him concerning the situation. 
Mr. Hicks seemed to be very cooperative, however, the inter­
viewer is of the opinion that Mr. Hicks will be able to supply 
many answers needed to fulfill our investigation. 

Upon the recommendation of Mr. Donald James, the interviewer 
appeared at City Hall on November 8, 1967 and interviewed 
Mr. Calvin West, Councilman-at-large, Mr. Harold Hodes, 
Assistant Director of Human Rights for Newar, New J-ersey, and 
Mr. Arthur Kaufman, Director of Manpower for the City of Newark. 
This interview was held in Mr. Kaufman 11s office where the inter­
viewer talked to these gentlemen at the same time. Mr. West is 
one of two Negroes on the cityijs council. He is regarded by 
most of the Negroes who were interviewed by me as a brainwashed 
middle-class Negro who has completely divorced himself from the 
Negro problems. 

The question placed before these gentlemen was, What were the 
causes that precipitated the riot in Newark?" Mr. West, being 

11the first to acknowledge, stated that the Negroes problems 
are the same problems that affect every major city within the 
U.S. In other words, it is a national problem. He commented 
on the fact that Newark, like any other city, is having its 
financial difficulties, and that it is hard for many of the 
people living within the city to recognize this factor. Due to 
the lack of funds, there are many programs that have been set 
up to help the needy people that have not reached all of the 
people. As for the riot in Newark, there seems to be a national 

trend to create disorder. The vast publication of the Watts riot 
seemed to have created a desire in the Negro people to emulate 
such actions. 



Things are changing for the Negro people, however, it takes 
time. It is necessary for the Negroes to become more versed 
in politics in order that they will understand that the 
Constitution of the United States was not written for them, 
therefore, amendments will have to be made to meet out situa­
tions. West stated that the deplorable living conditions, 
lack of job training programs, and poor school conditions 
are a direct result of Congress not appropriating enough 
money to the city to carry on the different programs to 
assist the needy people. In other words, Newark needs more 
money to free the Negro people and other minority races from 
their plight. Mr. West implied that he felt the city's 
administration was doing all in its power to help everyone 
and that no particular group was being slighted. Mr. West 
stated that the main issue in Newark appears to be a black 
against white issue. 

Mr. West was asked whether or not this black against white 
issue was present prior to or subsequent to the riot. He 
stated that it is a subsequent issue which resulted from a 
recent request by the Newark Police Department to supplement 
its force with a K-9 corps. West advised that each city has 
its unique problems and that Newark is trying to solve theirs. 
After Mr. West concluded what appeared to have been a well­
rehearsed speech, he asked Mr. Kaufman and Mr. Hodes if they 
had any comment to make. Both men wholeheartedly agreed with 
Mr. WestDs recitation and reiterated the fact that more money 
needs to be appropriated by Congress in order that Newar~ can 
better aid its people. 

On November 8, 1967, the interviewer visited the Community 
Information and Referral Center, located at 186 Belmont Street, 
Newark, N. J., and conversed with Mr. Thomas Carmichael, 
Director (no relation to Stokely) upon the recommendation of 
Mr. William Jones. 

Mr. Carmichael, a most elegant and articulate Negro who appears 
to be in his middle thirties, advised the writer that he and 
several other professional Negroes organized the Center in 1965 
upon recognizing the fact that his people were in desperate 
need of help. The center has no financial support and is 
staffed by volunteer workers. 

The function of the center is to find jobs for the Negro people 
who have had trouble in obtaining employment. The applicants 
are thoroughly screened before being sent out on a job. The 
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Center is recognized by many private businesses and has a 
high percentage in placing people in good jobs. 

In answer to the question, 11What were the causes of the riot;" 
Mr. Carmichael reiterated what had previously been mentioned 
by other person~ interviewed. He stated Newark is a city 
that seems to be dying and that with much cooperation between 
the city 1 s administration, the white and the black people, 
the city could be revived. 

He went on to say the police relationship with the Negro 
people is very poor and this factor is one that contributed 
greatly to the riot and one that hinges on a reoccurrence. 
The K-9 Corps issue has renewed the fued between the black 
and white people. Mr. Carmichael stated that when the Negro 
people vote and pull together, then, and only then, will they 
get adequate representation in government and fair legisla­
tion. 

Mr. Carmidhael introduced the writer to several teenagers in 
the office who were on the streets during the riot. They 
ranged in ages from 18 to 20 years old. The kids were asked 
about their participation in the riot and they advised that 
the riot was no planned thing and that it was triggered by 
the beating of a Negro taxicab driver. 

The youths concurred that they had not heard of any outside 
conspiracy or of any groups of people trying to stir up 
trouble. They were against rioting and quite dismayed over 
the present situation. One youth stated he had just returned 
from Viet Nam when the riot started and this situation 
absolutely shocked him. 

All of the youths that were present stated that they had com­
pleted high school and were employed, however, they were 
checking with the center in hope of obtaining better jobs. 
Mr. Carmichael was present during the youths' interview and 
he stated that they were being truthful. Mr. Carmichael 
extended an invitation to the interviewer to return to his 
center at any time for future assistance. 

Mr. Carmichael advised the interviewer to contact police 
officer Lawrence Finn, Newark Police Department, in order to 
obtain valuable information concerning the riot. Carmichael 
stated Finn was a frightened man who witnessed many things 
during the riot and who is willing to talk as long as his 

testimony is held in confidence. 
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Mr. Carmichael attempted to contact Mr. Finn at no avail 
during the interviewerus presence. He suggested that Mr. 
Finn be contacted at his home, 917 Bergen Street, Newark, 
New Jersey, Telephone 248-7878, in order that an interview 
can be set up upon a return trip to Newark. Mr. Carmichael 
advised that he would contact Finn and advise him of the 
proposed interview. The interview with Mr. Carmichael was 
most cordial. 

From an interviewer's personal observation, I found the 
living conditions of many of the Negroes in the ghetto area 
as serious as indicated by the people whom I interviewed. 
Many of the people in the ghetto area were shabbily dressed 
and not prepared for the cold weather. There seems to be 
much hostility between the white and the Negro races to the 
point of being readily recognizable to a stranger in town. 
The ghetto area consists of many delapidated buildings which 
reflect mere despair to persons who are not familiar to seeing 
such terrible conditions. I am of the opinion, however, that 
Newark needs help in its on-the-job training programs, its 
urban renewal, and development program and in closing the gap 
between the people in the ghetto am the city 1 s administration. 
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