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Newark Assignment

On the basis of interviews made by field teams, by
investigators from the New Jersey Commission, and by the
undersigned, we have made the following preliminary
conclusions:

1. The immediate cause of the riot was the arrest of
John Smith, a taxicab driver. There is no evidence that
this triggering incident was planned.

2. Law Enforcement officials interviewed thus far
have been unable to provide any hard evidence of "outside
agitators" as such. However, reference is made to paragraph
(3) hereof indicating the extent of participation by
individuals or organizations having residence or bases out-
side of the Newark area.

3. The influence of individuals and organizations before,
during and after the disorder is as follows:

a. Before the disorder the following individuals
and groups were active in agitating or organizing the Negro
community. We list them in order of influence prior to the
disorder.

(1) United Community Corporation (UCC),
a local OEO agency.

(2) CORE.
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(3) NAACP.

(4) NCUP (Newark Community Urban Project).
(5) Black Muslims.

(6) Black Man's Army of Liberation (including
Black Stars Regiment), which is Washington
based. We have been informed that this
group was paid by unidentified members of
the Negro community to dramatize the
medical school issue in the early part of
1967. However, we have as yet no direct
evidence of this.

(7) SDS (Students for a Democratic Society)
and its Newark representative, Thomas
Hayden, who from time to time associated
himself with the aforementioned groups,
especially NCUP,

(8) Black Nationalist Movement. ILeRoi Jones,
leader.

(9) SNCC.Prior to the disorder, two individuals,
(Phil Hutchins and Robert Fullerlove)were
attempting to organize a local SNCC Chapter.

b. During the disorder (July 12 - July 18, 1967), the
following groups and individuals can be identified as participants
in the roles noted:

(1) U.c.C. President (Timothy Still), CORE
Director (Robert Curvin) and NAACP members
(0Oliver Lofton) attempted to disperse the
crowds at various times during the disorder.

(2) On July 15, 1967, a group identified as
the Progressive Labor Party picketting the
Newark police department carrying placards
demanding the release of prisoners and the
removal of the National Guard.
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(3) On July 16, 1967, 35 persons from
N.Y.C., representing the Youth
against War andFascism staged a
demonstration at Newark city hall,
passing out leaflets and carrying
placards denouncing police action
and demanding withdrawal of National
Guard.

(4) Tom Hayden's attorney advised Scales
that Hayden and "his group" were on
the street during the disorder as
"observers" and "it was a wonder they
were not arrested."

(5) On the second day of the disorder,
LeRoi Jones was arrested for carrying
a concealed weapon.

Arrest records have been obtained and names of
residents of other areas (such as Detroit) will be cross-
checked.

c. Since the disorder, we would attribute the same
relative influence to those organizations listed in (a).

However, Willie Wright and his organization, United
Afro American Association has emerged as a factor with the
militant youth by virtue of increased schisms between the
black and white communities and the attention he has received
from the press. It would be premature to assess that group's
relative influence.

Other organizations which are present in the greater
Newark area, and which may be considered as potential actors
in any future disorder or events leading thereto are: DuBois
Society, Birch Society, Minutemen, KKK.

There is no evidence that members of RAM were in the
Newark area before, during, or after the disorder.



4, The white community believes that snipers and looters
acted in concert, while the Negro community holds that "sniping"
reports were over-emphasized, due to the small number of deaths
attributed thereto. We are developing hard facts on this.

5. The present atmosphere in Newark may be assessed
as follows:

a. Mistrust and lack of communication between
white and Negro communities exceeding that existant prior
to the disorder.

b. All sectors are arming. Target shooting practice
is engaged in by whites.

6. With respect to the statement in Lomax's article
that there is a cache of weapons in the ghetto area.

a. Law enforcement officials have been unable to
locate same.

b. A Negro (anonymous) advised Perry that he had
personally seen weapons being unloaded in the ghetto area.

c. Thomas Hayden derided the Lomax article in this
as well as all aspects.

We consider these findings incomplete and inconclusive
and will not be in a position to submit a final report for
at least ten days.

Reports on interviews conducted to date will be attached
hereto after they are typed. Our files now contain copies
of (1) arrest reports, (2) New Jersey Commission files on
groups, (3) "intelligence files" of Essex County Sheriff
and Essex County Prosecutor, and (4) pictures taken by
photographers at the Newark News, during the disorder.
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The following outline is submitted in connection with our
forthcoming trip to Newark. It is intended to:

a. Advise the extent to which our requirements
have been met from existing sources.

b. Advise as to the manner in which we propose
to satisfy requirements that have not been
fulfilled.

c. Serve as a working document during our trip.

d. Serve as an outline for a report to be prepared
upon our return.

In order to make this valuable as a working document, I
have included references to all existing materials that I
thought in any way relevant to our mission. Accordingly,
while this information may be useful in developing further
information during our trip, much of it will be considered
too unreliable, irrelevant, redundant or worthless to be
included in our final report.

I have indicated the source of existing information in
each case so that further developments during interviews
can be made without improper or embarrassing disclosures:
(F.T.) Tield Team reports (numbers in parenthesis are to
pages); S: Satterfield interviews of Willie Wright;

(H) : Haywood interviews; FBI: FBI reports; Newspaper
accounts are particularly noted.

As I do not have access to the Newark files, there will be
details that will have to be filled in Monday.
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A. Requirements from Police Departments.

While developing, through police sources, our requirements
with respect to individuals and groups, we must obtain
complete information with respect to:

a. Repository of and method of processing informa-
tion on groups, agitators (TAB A-3,4).

b. Informers: reliability, picture, double
agents, payment and who works with them (TAB A-9, 10, 1l1).

c. A system of cross check (TAB A-12).

d. Arrest records, biographies (TAB A-5).

e. Information on weapons (TAB A-6, 7). Reference
is made to our memorandum dated November 21, 1967, setting

forth information obtained as of that date.

These requirements (as well as individual and group
requirements) will be developed by interviews made, if

possible, in the following order.

1. Sanford Jaffee, New Jersey Commission (MCM, JKS, HLP).

2. Dominick Spina, Police Director (JKS). It is
apparent from team reports that Mr. Spina will only
reluctantly submit to further interviewing and that he is

not impressed with the emphasis given by the Field Teams.



Accordingly, we propose that we arrange for an interview,
through Jaffee, if possible and that a direct "policeman"

type approach be made during the interview.

3. Don Malafronte, Administrative Assistant to
Mayor Addonizio. (F.T.) A "city informant" was mentioned
by Malafronte. ( ) The team advised Friday that another

interview would be generally productive.

4. David Satz, U. S. Attorney from Newark.

It was agreed with the field team that it was not
advisable for us to see Brendon Byrne, Newark City Prosecuter,
since the team has good contact with him and Byrne has
agreed to give them arrest reports. They are following up
on this and it is expected that insofar as arrest reports
are concerned, we may not need or may consider it self

defeating to go beyond Jaffee.



B. Requirements with respect to Groups.

SDS (STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY)

1. Headquarters - Chicago, Illinois. Where?

2. Officers - President or National Secretary -

Jeff Segal. Others?

3. Members - The Students for a Democratic Society
presently claims a membership of 30,000 with 250 chapters,

mostly on college campuses.

4. Publications - Its publication "New Left Notes"

on October 7, 1966, carried an article admitting that there
are some communists in the group. This article contains a
statement that SDS welcomes all who seek solutions to the

problems of our today.

5. Objectives - SDS seeks to create a sustained

community of educational and political concern; one bring-
ing together liberals and radicals, activists and scholars,
students and faculty. It feels the urgency to put forth

a radical, democratic program "counterposed to authoritarian

movements, both of communism and the domestic right."



6. Statements by Officers of Objective - Its officers

and publications have called for support for the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and other militant,

radical and revolutionary groups. During its June, 1967
convention, the SDS adopted a resolution to support such
groups regardless of the groups political ideology.
Specifically mentioned were the Student Nonviolent Coordinating

Committee and the Revolutionary Action Movement.

7. Written Evidence of Organization--Bylaws, Constitu-—

tion, etc. - The Students for a Democratic Society was,

until 1965, a youth affiliate of the League of Industrial
Democracy. (The League is the successor to the Inter-
Collegiate Socialist which was founded in 1905 to mobilize
college professors and students to teach socialism and

collective ownership).

The Students for a Democratic Society, as it
presently exist, was actually formed at a convention held
in Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. A group of students,
who describe themselves as "liberals and radicals," attended
this founding convention and drafted the "Port Huron State-
ment," the bible of the SDS. This statement covers a

variety of subjects including peace, poverty, and civil

rights. The preamble to the Students for a Democratic



Society is an association of young people on the left."

8. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - Unknown.

9. Finances - Donations of peace groups and other

sympathizers.

10. Appeal to What Groups or Types - Gus Hall, General

Secretary, Communist Party, USA, has described the Students
for a Democratic Society as part of a "responsible left"
which the Party has "going for us." As mentioned in item 7,
the SDS supports other militant, radical and revolutionary

groups regardless of their political ideology.

In an interview with Mr. Lee A. Satterfield,
Willie Wright, President of the United Afro American Associa-
tion located in Newark, New Jersey, advised he accompanied
Thomas Hayden, a journalist, and member of theSDS to
Czechoslovakia and other socialist countries between
September 5-28, 1967. Mr. Hayden wrote a book on the Newark

riot titled "Rebellion in Newark."

The trip to these countries was supposedly to see
how other people live. Wright stated he returned to the
U. S. while Mr.Hayden stayed overseas to visit other

countries. Wright related the trip was financed by peace groups.



The United Afro American Association is identified
as a militant group. Through its speaker, Wright, the
group has admitted obtaining arms to defend the black people

of Newark if another riot occurs.

11. Programs - The Students for a Democratic Society's
convention of June 1967 adopted a proposal that their group
would consult with black groups to combat "divisive racist
reactions" in white communities to ghetto rebellions by

the following methods:

a. By organizing poor and middle class whites

to act as allies with the "Black Liberation Movement."

b. By distributing literature in white communities

during "rebellions" explaining the facts behind the rebellions.

¢c. By organizing sympathy demonstrations at
police stations and on campuses and using civil disobedience

if necessary.

d. By providing legal and financial aid.

e. By researching the nature of police departments.



12. Publicity - The SDS receives notariety from
magazines and newspaper articles within the cities in
which the group participates. Reference is made to film

referred to in (16) below.

13. Influence - The Students for a Democratic Society
support of riots is shown by the statement issued by
Rescuers from Poverty, Baltimore, Maryland, on July 27, 1967.
This statement strongly supports individuals who participated
in the recent riot at Cambridge, Maryland, and protests the
arrest of H. Rap Brown, the leader of the Student Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee.

Due to the claimed membership of SDS, it is quite
conceivable that the group exerts much influence on the

rich, poor, militant and nonmilitant people.

14. Advertising - In the form of circulars and pamphlets.
It is financed through their organization. Funds being

received from sympathizers.

15. Cities Where Most Active - Chicago, the headquarters,

probably constitutes the bulk of the group's activity,
however, the group supports and works with other groups all

over the country.



The riot in Boston, Mass., on June 2, 1967, was
triggered by the arrest of individuals who were staging a
sit=in at the Welfare Office. Included among those arrested
were five members of SDS. The sit-in was sponsored by

Mothers for Adequate Welfare.

le. Ties to other Groups.- On Friday, November 24,

Satterfield advised Scales and Perry that the subject to the
relationship between Hayden and Wright was not discussed,
except for the mention of travel referred to in

(10) above.

Reference is made to (6) above.

17. Evidence of Travel of Officers of Members - Reference

is made to (10) above.

18. Specific Instances of Activity or Identifications

with Riots -(F.T.) Malafronte stated that a city informant

told him that someone in the crowd assembling before the
police station at the time of Smith's arrest called "Hayden's

outfit" ( )e

(F.T.) Renaldi (Director Newark Chamber of Commerce)

stated that Hayden produced a film called the "troublemakers,



available at the Newark Public Library. The field team did

not follow-up.

Kowalski testified before the Commission that Hayden
directed movement and peacement during ''several recent"

demonstrations. ( )



(YAWF) YOUTH AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

(Sources are FBI files unless otherwise noted)

1. Headquarters - 58 West 25th Street, New York City

2. Officers - Unknown

3. Members - Unknown - suppossedly consist of high

school and college youths.

4, Publications - A magazine called the "Partisan."

5. Objective - To overthrow capitalism in the United

States and throughout the world.

6. Statement by Officers of Objectives - Unknown

7. Written Evidence of Organization - FBI Report

8. Incorporation or Legal Recognition - Unknown

9. Finances - Through the "Workers World Party"

which reorganized on May 12, 1960.

10. Appeal to what Groups - High school and college

students - black and white.



1l1. Programs - Unknown.

12. Publicity - Unknown.

13. Influence - Unknown.

14, Advertising - Unknown.

15. Cities Most Active - New York City.

16. Ties with Other Groups - Workers World Party.

17. Evidence of Travel -

18. Specific Instances of activity or Identification

with Riots = On July 16, 1967, thirty-five (35) persons from

New York City representing the Youth Against War and Fascism,
a Trotskyite organization, staged a demonstration at Newark
City Hall, passing out leaflets and carrying placards
denouncing police action and demanding withdrawal of the

National Guard. (FBI)

19. Judgment of Effectiveness - Unknown.

20. Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - If a

revolt does reoccur, the YAWF group can expect to

demonstrate as before.



(PLP) PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY

1. Headgquarters - 132 Nassau Street, Room 622,

New York City, N. Y.

2. Officers -

a. President as reported by a source is

Milton Rosen of New York.

b. Vice President - William Epton of New York.

c. Vice President - Mort Scheer of San Francisco.

3. Members - Names and numbers unknown, however, a
20 member National Committee was elected to direct the

party until the next convention.

4. Publications -

a. "Progressive Labor," a bi-monthly magazine.

b. "Challenge," a bi-weekly New York City newspaper.
The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states that,
"this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life
where the working men and women own and control their homes,
factories, the police, courts and the entire government on

every level."

c. "Spark," a west coast newspaper.



5. Obijectives - The PLP's ultimate is the establishment

of a militant working class movement based on Marxism-Leninism.

6. Statements by Officers of Objectives - Unknown.

7. Written Evidence of Organization - FBI Files.

8. Incorporation or Leqgal Recognition - An FBI source

advised on April 20, 1965, the PLP, formerly known as the
"Progressive Labor Movement" held its first National Convention

on April 15-18, 1965, in New York City.
9. Finances - Unknown.
10. Appeal to what Groups - Unknown.
11. Program - Unknown.

12. Publicity - The "New York Times," dated April 20,
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary

socialist" was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the

name of PLP.
13. Influence - Unknown.

14. Advertising - Unknown.

15. Cities where most Active -

a. New York City.

b. San Francisco.



16. Ties with other Groups - Unknown.

17. Evidence of Travel of Officers or Members - Unknown.

18. Group Identified with Riot - On July 15, 1967, the

Newark Police Headquarters was picketed by approximately
10 persons carrying placards demanding for the release of
prisoners and shouting that the National Guard be removed
from Newark. One of the placards identified as Progressive

Labor Party (PLP).

19. Judgment of Effectiveness - Unknown at this time.

20. Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - In view

of the group's past demonstration, a reoccurrance of the

same behavior may be expected if a revolt occurs.



(UAAA) UNITED AFRO AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

(References to UCC are included herein, although it may
qualify for a separate outline)

1. Name - UAAA, United Afro American Association

2. Headquarters - 402 South 6th Street, Newark, N. J.

Other "hangouts" should be included.

3. Officers - Willie Wright, President; Leon Moore,

Lieutenant.

4. Members - Unknown by Satterfield or Perry. Howevér,

we should find out more about the "Black Community Patrol."

5. Publications - As stated by Satterfield; no

publications have been written by the group. See (15) below

6. Objectives = To raise the black man of Newark from

his terrible plight if it means military confrontation

with "whitey."

7. Statements by Officers of Objectives - Reference is

made to Louis E. Lomax' story, entitled "Newark called a hub
for black revolutionaries," Page 2, Paragraph 1, under the
heading of Military Confrontation. Reference is also made
to Lee Satterfield's interview with Willie Wright on

October 9, 1967, Page 7, Paragraph 2, where Wright stated



that his primary concern is for the black people of Newark
and that he will defend them in the event of another

rebellion.

8. Written evidence of organization - bylaws,

constitution, etc. There is nothing in Lomax' column which
indicates evidence of a written organization. Mr. Satterfield

advised Perry, that Wright's group has no charter.

9. Incorporation or legal recognition - None. See

answer to Item No. 8.

10. Finances - Mr. Wright advised Mr. Satterfield that
he has received donations from other militants who are not

organized and anonymous donors.

L: Implied that UCC money and facilities

may be used. ( )

S: Wright said that his trip to Czechoslovakia

was financed by the peace movement.

F.T.: Quillan (Prudential) saw ad in Newark Ledger
placed by Wright, and therefore assumed he had financial

backing. ( )

F.T.: Rev. Stulb advised F.T. that Hussan was paid

to come in. ( )



11. Groups to which UAAA Appeal - As evidenced in Lomax'

column, Satterfield's interview and Perry's interview,
Wright's group appeals to the educated, uneducated, the
middle class and the people in the ghetto, in all, mainly

the Negro population.

12. Program - Willie Wright has not professed any type

of program that he intends to use to fulfill his objective.

13. Sources of Publicity - UAAA has been publicized

at different local meetings, through the local newspaper
and through articles, such as written by Louis E. Lomax.

(See No. 10)

1l4. Influence - The influential impact of UAAA is not
readily obtainable since most of the Negro people interviewed
in Newark feel the same way Wright does, however, when his
name is mentioned, most people agree that they have heard of

him but they do not condone violence.

15. Advertising - The mere passing out of handwritten

circulars throughout the ghetto neighborhood. Reference is
made to No. 10.

L: Spina has copies of circular on Molotov cocktail.
Others ( )
F.T. Satz (US Attorney) has copies (picture fo

Rutledge's body) .



16. Cities where most active - As indicated by Wright,

as documented in Lomax' column, Satterfield's and Perry's
interviews, he is only concerned with the black people of

Newark. Reference is made to No. 17.

17. UAAA ties to Other Groups - The fact that Willie

Wright is a Board Member of an OEO funded organization, the
UCC, United Community Corporation, definitely indicates a
close relationship of ideas and members. As indicated by
Satterfield in his interview with Wright on October 9 and
November 3, 1967, members of UAAA do exchange ideas with
other groups around the country.

L: Black power revolutionaries were in Newark

when city erupted. ( )

L; Strangers spotted during public meeting to
debate urban renewal, at least two months before riot.
According to Lomax, a Negro official gave list to

Director Spina. ( )

Relationship to others in this Section B.

What about Willie's brother in Detroit, Michigan.



S: Wright admitted that black revolutionaries

came from Washington to Newark for advice and assistance.

( )

S: Satterfield witnessed disagreement between

Jones and Wright over religious and international aspects.

( )

S: Wright considered Hussan a fraud. ( )

S: Wright denied being a "front man" for anyone
(November 3, 1967, page 26, paragraph 3)
Find out more about personal aspects and relation-

ships between militants and others, etc.

18. Evidence of travel of officers of UAAA - Willie

Wright informed Lee A. Satterfield that he and Leon Moore,
his bodyguard, had traveled to several socialist countries,
of which Czechoslovakia and Paris were mentioned. Wright
advised his trip was financed by people in the peace
movement; no names were supplied. Thomas Hayden, the noted

journalist and radical, accompanied Wright's group.



When questioned as to the purpose of his overseas
trip, Wright stated that he had traveled to learn how
other people live and think. He stated that Hayden did not
return to this country with him, but went on to other
countries. Mr. Satterfield suspects that Hayden visited

Viet Nam or Cuba.

19. Specific instances of activity or identification

with riot - Reference is made to Louis E. Lomax' column
under the caption of "Voices of Dissent Remain Muffled,"
where Lomax states that the revolutionaries were ironically
in town preparing for a riot for the same day that the riot
actually occurred, but by other means, the arrest of the
taxicab driver.

When questioned by Satterfield on November 3, 1967
as to the veracity of the statement, Wright did not refute
it, but merely suggested to Satterfield that he refer to the
article concerning subject matter. Wright explained to
Satterfield that he was not able to control the members of
his organization during the riot and that they participated
in the disorder and looting once it got started. Wright
adamantly denied any outside agitation during the riot.
Reference is made to Satterfields interview with Wright on

November 3, 1967, page 25, paragraph 2.



L: (a) relationship to Plainville theft, ( )
(b) Broad Street Plan ( ). (c) Wright said that he was in
vicinity of police station ( ), (d) Molotov cocktail at

Urban League. ( )

S: Wright stated that (a) "our guys" really "did
a job" on selective establishments and there was some
planning, ( ) (b) Black Revolutionaries played a
significant role in looting and burning, ( ) (c) Wright's
group had made plans for three weeks, ( ) (d) his group

was involved in the Molotov cocktail incident ( j

FBI: reported that (a) Spina advised that the
assistant personnel manager of UCC was in the crowd that

gathered at Police Precinct, and urged crowd not to heed

speakers ( ), (b) two individuals arrested were identified
with Nation of Islam (Jones) ( ). (c) 20 of those arrested
gave out-of-state addresses ( ). (d) acting chief of police,

Ludwig, advised on July 14, 1967, that Stokely Carmicheal was
arriving in motorcade ( Y

Kowalski testified before ( ) that (a) within one
hour of Smith's arrest, there were 75 cabs at police station.
This and the fact that there were piles of rocks suggested

organization. ( )



F.T.: Norman Schiff, Corporation Counsel, advised

that UCC passed out leaflets and acted as catalyst in getting

things going, but did not plan the riots ( )

F.T.: Malcom Talbott, Vice President, Rutgers,

advised that rioters were primarily young poor Negroes

( ).

F.T.: William Mercer (BICC) stated that he

witnessed taxi drivers trying to organize at 2:30 Thursday

morning (108).



F.T. Spina said UCC organizing pickets and

handing out racist leaflets (33).

20. Judgement of effectiveness of UAAA - The fact that

Wright is a member of UCC has created a furor at the National
Headquarters of OEO and with some of the UCC Board Members,
mainly white. The police department constantly attempts to
keep Wright and his associates under surveillance. So,
the effectiveness depends on the measures that are taken to
contain or oversee Wright's activities.

His effectiveness must be attested to the fact that
some 200 persons attended a meeting of the Trustee Board of

UCC at which he was the main speaker and advocated violence.

L: General conclusion that Wright has emerged

as Leader. ( )

S: (a) concluded ghetto much more organized since
the disturbance ( ), (b) heard Miss Edwards tell
Wright that ghetto organized behind Wright, ( )

(c¢) heard Wright state that he needs only a small handfull of
people to be effective ( ), (d) surmised that
Wright did not feel that his organization was as large as

he would like it ( ). (e) advised Scales and Perry
on November 24, 1967, that he would "ques" Wright "active"

group would not exceed 20 or 30 ( )



21. Possible role foreseen if revolt occurs - From state-

ments made by Wright to Lomax, Satterfield and Perry, it
appears evident that much violence can be expected from UAAA
if a revolt occurs. Reference is made to Lomax' column
entitled, "Newark called a hub of black revolutionaries."
Reference is also made to interviews of Lee Satterfield
dated October 9, 1967, and November 3, 1967, and of Perry

dated November 7, 1967.

Reference is made to our memorandum dated

November 21, 1967, in regard to weapons.

L: wrote that fire arms included machine guns,
carbines, hand grenades, and small cannon and that Wright

invited Black men to call him in order to get arms.

S: (a) observed that Wright training "the very
few people" in this group. ( ). (b) heard Wright tell
him that Lomax the only one outside of Newark who has seen

weapons. ( )

Reference is made to Haywood L. Perry's memoranda
and outline regarding CORE and LeRoy Jones, dated November 20,
and November 21, respectively, copies of which are attached

hereto.



We propose to fulfill these group requirements (and
individual requirements as they arise) by interview or other
contact with those mentioned in (A) above, that is
Sanford Jaffee (Note that Satterfield was
confidentially told by Wright that Messrs.
Coleman and Horne of Jaffee's commission took
taped interviews of Wright. As we are not
supposed to know this, the FT suggests that
we make a general inquiry as to material on
Wright and see how Jaffee responds. Jaffee
promised FT statistics on firearm sales.)
Dominick Spina
Don Malafronte
David Satz

and with the following persons who have not been previously

interviewed:

Thomas Hayden. I am to call Hayden upon arrival

(242-5759), contact having been made by my friend (Stephen
Gilbert, 642-6730) through Hayden's attorney (L. Weinglass).

I will try to meet on "neutral" ground as soon after arrival
as convenient. I hope to develop things indirectly, utilizing
Hayden's book and then moving into Lomax's article, without
making obvious our particular interest in him.

(A_member of the Birch Society). Gilbert is trying

to arrange this, without prejudice to the Hayden interview.



F.T. Frank Addonzio stated that Lee Bernstein very "right-
wing" ( ). F.T. advised that minutemen may be
in and F.T. Threatt (Human Rights Commissioner) advised that
there are Birchers in police department.

Dr. Nathan Wright. Haywood Perry has arranged to

see him.

Officer Finn. A Negro police officer who has

recently left the force. Haywood Perry has arranged this.

Col. Hassan, Leader Black Liberation Army. Haywood

will see him in Newark only if he is there. He generally
resides in Washington, D.C.

A member of SNCC. F.T. Malafronte referred to

"Phil Hutchins" as being a member. F.T. Renaldi (Chamber
of Commerce) said SNCC very active (64) in Newark. We will
develop these.

Kowalski, who testified before

, that everything was planned.

Time permitting, it has been agreed with the field team
that we should find productive further interviews with the
following (we will be familiar with previous interviews, for

the sake of proper approach and continuity) :



Paul Vlvisaker, N. J. State Commissioner on

Community Relations, who testified before the Commission as
to activities of Negro playwright Jones.

Fr. Joseph Stulb, Pres. Priests Group, Ass. Queen

of Angels. We are interested in further developing Stulbs state-
ments to the F.T. with respect to weapons and Hassan (78) (84).
The F.T. believes that he knows quite a bit; he has good
relations with teenagers and this may lead somewhere. I plan

to see him.

Timothy Still, President, The United Community

Corp., Haywood plans to develop further requirements on that
organization to the extent relevant.

We will have in mind in each case, whether or not
testimony before the Commission should be recommended and
potential interrelationships with disorders in Philadelphia
and in other New Jersey communities.

We will also be looking for evidence of presence or
involvement of RAM or individual members thereof and will
try to determine (second hand) the extent to which the
Italian private community may be armed.

We will develop further how particular individuals or
groups fit into the action part of the Newark chronology.
It will be helpful to develop the "East Orange" and recent

pellet gun incidents.



Other things that we have in mind about Newark include:

(a) the use of hospital records where police
records unavailable

(b) Life magazine has some unpublished pictures

(c) Smith's arrest. The original report has not
been made available. Who was the other passenger?
Can Gilbert arrange?

(d) Insurance adjusters
(e) go to scene of major events
(f) see firearms dealers and pawnbrokers

(g) rumors that there are Negro corpses hidden by
police

(h) obtain copies of Lomax speech before NAACP

(i) Tie in speeches given in area before, during,
after, etc.

(j) Was there Wright, Debray contact in Paris

(k) John Smith, according to Times, served as an
enlisted man in Japan, Korea and the Philippines

(1) more on Willie Wright's brothers, Ike and Dave
(m) military experience of militants generally

(n) William Mercer's speech to Black Power Conference
held July 22 (see Seed)

(o) See Harry Wheeler, a school teacher, believed
by Stulb to be left wing (79)



(p) State police on standby alert for 2 days prior
to disorder

(g) Molotov cocktail through Urban League window
(r) See Walter Stevens, described as militant (110)

(s) Robert Kramer and Norm Flucher who wrote
"An Approach to Community Organizing"

(t) Puerto Rican community?
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Leroy Jones - Militant Leader of the Muslim Faith

On October 9, 1967, Mr. Satterfield interviewed Leroy Jones,
Director of the Settlement House, 33 Sterling Street, Newark,
New Jersey. The Settlement House is a community gathering
place where persons, mostly black nationalists, come to par-
ticipate in dramatic arts, discussion of the Muslim faith,

to learn Arabic and to see motion picture films.

Mr. Jones is a playwright who has dedicated himself to lift
the black man from his oppressions even if it means with

the aid of foreign help. Mr. Satterfield was introduced to
Mr. Jones by Mr. Willie Wright, President of the United Afro
American Association.

This interview was suggested by Mr. Wright who advised that
Leroy Jones had been arrested during the Newark riot for
carrying a concealed weapon, a gun. He stated that Wright
was savagely beaten by the police after his arrest. The
purpose of the interviewwas to determine the type of program
planned by Jones to uplift his black brothers from their
oppressions.

Actually, neither Jones nor his followers stated programs
by which the aforementioned objective would be carried out.
During the interview, Mr. Jones said very little. Followers
of his were present and they were rather angry with Wright
who requested Jones to talk with Satterfield of his program
and not their religious beliefs.

The meeting was adjourned before Mr. Satterfield obtained
any of Mr. Jones' views of the riot or his plans subsequent
to the riot. Satterfield is of the opinion that Jones has
substantial influence on the youth in the ghetto neighbor-
hood. Satterfield substantiated this opinion with the fact
of the many youth present at the Settlement House during the
interview.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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It is interesting to note that no statements were made as
to creating any violence to effect the means of the Settle-
ment House. It appears to be a common meeting ground for
black nationalist to air their grievances.

Leroy Jones was sentenced to thirty days in jail on
November 8, 1967 for contempt of court. He has not been
tried on the "concealed weapon charge."
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OUTLINE OF SETTLEMENT HOUSE

Group - Settlement House - Black Nationalist Group

Headquarters - 33 Sterling Street, Newark, N. J.

Officer - Leroy Jones, President
Members - Names and number of members are unknown

Objectives - To uplift the black man from oppression
if it means with the aid of foreign help. Reference
is made to Lee Satterfield's interview with Leroy
Jones on October 9, 1967.

Statement by Officers of Objectives: On October 9, 1967
Mr. Leroy Jones, so-called leader of the Black Nationalist
Group, advised Mr. Lee Satterfield that his group's aim
was to lead the black people from under its oppressors.

Written evidence of organization - None. The Settlement
House is not a chartered organization.

Finances - unknown

Appeal to What Groups - Reference is made to Mr. Satter-
field's interview with Mr. Leroy Jones on October 9, 1967.
Mr. Satterfield states Leroy Jones appears to have
accepted the Orthodox Muslim belief. He is running the
Spirit House along this line and it appears from conversa-
tion with many people that he is doing a tremendous job
with the young people in the community.

Program - Reference is made again to Mr. Satterfield's
interview with Mr. Jones on October 9, 1967, at which
time Mr. gones refused to discuss his program with out-

n d
siders an ?iﬁ%t members who do break the code of secrecy

are subject to instant death.

Publicity - Most of the publicity has been obtained
through the newspaper and radio as a result of the riot
at which time Leroy Jones, noted playwriter, was arrested
on allegedly carrying a deadly weapon, a pistol.

Influence - As indicated by Mr. Satterfield, Leroy Jones'
group has greatly influenced the people of the ghetto,

especially the youth.
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Advertising - leaflets and circulars

Cities where most active - There was no indication that

the Spirit House, Black Nationalist Group, was operating
out of Newark. During his interview with Mr. Satterfield,
Jones stated that in order for the black man to be success-
ful in America, he must be in a position to bring in out-
side help, the Arabic Nation. Reference is made to

Mr. Satterfield's interview with Leroy Jones, dated

October 9, 1967, Page 5, last Paragraph.

Possibility of ties to other groups - Reference is made
to Mr. Satterfield's interview with Mr. Jones and Mr.
Wright on October 9, 1967, Page 5, Paragraph 2, where
Jones indicated that he was sure that Willie Wright would
ultimately agree with him (Wright) and join forces.

Evidence of travel of officers or members - There is no
evidence to indicate any travel of the group's members.

Specific instances of activity or identification with
riot - There is no available information that any group
participated in the riot. The fact that Leroy Jones was
arrested does not indicated he was involved; also, the
fact that the riot took place in the neighborhood where
some of the members in the organization live has no bear-
ing on the riot.

Judgment of effectiveness - See Mr. Satterfield's inter-

view with Mr. Jones and Mr. Wright, dated October 9, 1967,
Pages 2 and 3, where Mr. Satterfield believes that Leroy
Jones' program is very effective which is exemplified by
the number of people in Mr. Jones' company.

Possible role foreseen if revolt occurs - This group did

not indicate what its role would be in the event another
riot or revolt occurs. However, in speaking to the other
less militant people around town, they indicated that if
another riot does occur and if the police and the National
Guard do unjustifiably mistreat the people, then they would
take up arms and defend themselves.

o~ - - -
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Progressive Labor Party's Activities in Newark
During the Riot

Our investigations have not disclosed any conspiracy in
connection with the riot in Newark, July 12-18, 1967. As
in any given situation, people and groups tend to take the
advantage of the situation without having anything to do
with its initial cause.

On July 15, 1967, a group, identified as the Progressive Labor
Party, picketed the Newark Police Department carrying placards
demanding for the release of prisoners and shouting that

the National Guard be removed from Newark.

The following outline is a profile of the PLP, its source,
FBI files:

1. Group Name - PLP--Progressive Labor Party

2. Headquarters - 132 Nassau Street, Room 622,
New York City, N. Y.

3. Officers -

a. President as reported by a source is
Milton Rosen of New York.

b. Vice President - William Epton of New York.

c. Vice President - Mort Scheer of San Francisco.
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Members - Names and numbers unknown, however,
a 20 member National Committee was elected to

direct the party until the next convention.

Publications -

a. "Progressive Labor," a bi-monthly magazine.

b. "Challenge," a bi-weekly New York City newspaper.
The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6,
states that, "this paper is dedicated to fight
for a new way of life where the working men and
women own and control their homes, factories,
the police, courts and the entire government on
every level."

c. "Spark," a west coast newspaper.

Objectives - The PLP's ultimate is the establishment

of a militant working class movement based on
Marxism-Leninism.

Statements by Officers of Objectives - Unknown.

Written Evidence of Organization - FBI Files.

Incorporation or Legal Recognition - An FBI source
advised on April 20, 1965, the PLP, formerly known
as the "Progressive Labor Movement" held its first
National Convention on April 15-18, 1965 in NYC.

Finance = Unknown.

Appeal to What Groups - Unknown.

Program - Unknown.



13

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Publicity - The "New York Times," dated April 20,
1965, page 27, reported that a new party of
"revolutionary socialist" was formally founded on
April 18, 1965, under the name of PLP.

Influence - Unknown.

Advertising - Unknown.

Cities Where Most Active -

a. New York City.
b. San Francisco.

Ties with Other Groups - Unknown.

Evidence of Travel of Officers or Members - Unknown.

Group Identified with Riot.- On July 15, 1967, the
Newark Police Headquarters was picketed by approximately
10 persons carrying placards demanding for the release
of prisoners and shouting that the National Guard be
removed from Newark. One of the placards identified

as Progressive Labor Party (PLP).

Judgment of Effectiveness - Unknown at this time.

Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - In view
of the group's past demonstration, a reoccurrance of
the same behavior may be expected if a revolt occurs.

Investigator
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Students for a Democratic Society's Activities
in Newark Before and During the Riot

Before and during the riot in Newark, many groups were active
in one form or another. There is no evidence, thus far, to
indicate that any of the groups started the riot. The Students
for a Democratic Society, a militant group, was represented by
Thomas Hayden, a journalist, in Newark.

Mr. Hayden worked in the Negro ghetto for several years trying
to understand the people's problems. In his book "Rebellion

in Newark,'" Hayden explains the scenes that he witnessed during
the riot and obtained information from persons who participated
in the riot.

Willie Wright, President of the United Afro American Society,

a militant group, advised NACCD staff member, Lee A. Satterfield,
that he visited several socialist countries with Thomas Hayden.
The trip was purportedly designed to see how other people live.
Hayden's association with Wright is quite significant because

of the hate philosophy preached by Wright.

There is no indication of concentrated participation or work

by the SDS in Newark. It is not known whether or not the SDS
financed any of the militant groups in Newark before or during
the riot. However, it is the Students for a Democratic Society's
policy to give aid to other militant groups when needed.
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The following outline is a profile of the Students for a
Democratic Society:

1.

Name of Group - SDS, Students for a Democratic
Society.
Headquarters - Chicago, Illinois

Officers - President or National Secretary -
Jeff Segal.

Members - The Students for a Democratic Society
presently claims a membership of 30,000 with
250 chapters, mostly on college campuses.

Publications - Its publication "New Left Notes"

on October 7, 1966, carried an article admitting
that there are some communists in the group.

This article contains a statement that SDS welcomes
all who seek solutions to the problems of our today.

Objectives - SDS seeks to create a sustained
community of educational and political concern; one
bringing together liberals and radicals, activists
and scholars, students and faculty. It feels the
urgency to put forth a radical, democratic program
"counterposed to authoritarian movements, both of
communism and the domestic right."

Statements by Officers of Objective - 1Its officers
and publications have called for support for the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee amd other
militant, radical and revolutionary groups. During
its June, 1967 convention, the SDS adopted a
resolution to support such groups regardless of the
groups political ideology. Specifically mentioned
were the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
and the Revolutionary Action Movement.
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Written Evidence of Organization--Bylaws, Constitu-
tion, etc. - The Students for a Democratic Society
was, until 1965, a youth affiliate of the League of
Industrial Democracy. (The League is the successor
to the Inter-Collegiate Socialist which was founded
in 1905 to mobilize college professors and students
to teach socialism and collective ownership.)

The Students for a Democratic Society, as it
presently exist, was actually formed at a convention
held in Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. A
group of students, who describe themselves as
"liberals and radicals," attended this founding
convention and drafted the "Port Huron Statement,”
the bible of the SDS. This statement covers a
variety of subjects including peace, poverty, and
civil rights. The preamble to the Students for
a Democratic Society constitution states "Students
for a Democratic Society is an association of
young people on the left."

Incorporation or Legal Recognition - Unknown.

Finances - Donations of peace groups and other
sympathizers.

Appeal to What Groups or Types - Gus Hall, General
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, has described the
Students for a Democratic Society as part of a
"responsible left" which the Party has "going for
us." As mentioned in item 7, the SDS supports
other militant, radical and revolutionary groups
regardless of their political ideology.

In an interview with Mr. Lee A. Satterfield,
Willie Wright, President of the United Afro American
Association located in Newark, New Jersey, advised
he accompanied Thomas Hayden, a journalist, and
member of the SDS to Czechoslovakia and other
socialist countries between September 5-28, 1967.
Mr. Hayden wrote a book on the Newark riot titled
"Rebellion in Newark."
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The trip to these countries was supposedly
to see how other people live. Wright stated he
returned to the U. S. while Mr. Hayden stayed
overseas to visit other countries. Wright related
the trip was financed by peace groups.

The United Afro American Association is
identified as a militant group. Through its
speaker, Wright, the group has admitted obtaining
arms to defend the black people of Newark if
another riot occurs.

Programs - The Students for a Democratic Society's
convention of June 1967 adopted a proposal that
their group would consult with black groups to
combat "divisive racist reactions" in white
communities to ghetto rebellions by the following
methods:

a. By organizing poor and middle class whites
to act as allies with the "Black Liberation
Movement."

b. By distributing literature in white
communities during "rebellions" explaining
the facts behind the rebellions.

c. By organizing sympathy demonstrations at
police stations and on campuses and using
civil disobedience if necessary.

d. By providing legal and financial aid.

e. By researching the nature of police
departments.
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Publicity - The SDS receives notariety from
magazines and newspaper articles within the
cities in which the group participates.

Influence - The Students for a Democratic Society

support of riots is shown by the statement issued
by Rescuers from Poverty, Baltimore, Maryland,

on July 27, 1967. This statement strongly supports
individuals who participated in the recent riot at
Cambridge, Maryland, and protests the arrest of

H. Rap Brown, the leader of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee.

Due to the claimed membership of SDS, it is
guite conceivable that the group exerts much
influence on the rich, poor, militant and non-
militant people.

Advertising - in the form of circulars and pamphlets.

It is financed through their organization. Funds
being received from sympathizers.

Citiegs Where Most Active - Chicago, the headquarters,
probably constitutes the bulk of the group's
activity, however, the group supports and works with
other groups all over the country.

The riot in Boston, Mass., on June 2, 1967,
was triggered by the arrest of individuals who were
staging a sit-in at the Welfare Office. Included
among those arrested were five members of SDS. The
sit-in was sponsored by Mothers for Adequate
Welfare. i

Investigator
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YAWF, Youth Against War and Fascism's Activities During
the Riot in Newark

Information on YAWF is rather limited, however, this group
was present in Newark during the riot. There is no evidence
to indicate YAWF was involved in a conspiracy to start a
riot in Newark.

On July 16, 1967, thirty-five (35) persons from New York
City representing the Youth Against War and Fascism, a
Trotskyite organization, staged a demonstration at Newark
City Hall, passing out leaflets and carrying placards
denouncing police action and demanding withdrawal of the
National Guard.

The following is a profile furnished by the FBI on the YAWF:

1. Group Name - YAWF, Youth Against War and Fascism

2. Headquarters - 58 West 25th Street, New York City

3. Officers - Unknown

4. Members - Unknown - supposedly consist of high
school and college youths

5. Publications - a magazine called the "Partisan."

6. Objective - To overthrow capitalism in the United
States and throughout the world.

7. Statement by officers of objectives = Unknown

8. Written evidence of organization - FBI report

9. Incorporation or legal recognition - unknown

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Finances - through the "Workers World Party"
which reorganized on May 12, 1960

Appeal to What Groups - high school and college
students - black and white

Programs - unknown

Publicity - unknown

Influence - unknown

Advertising - unknown

Cities Most Active - New York City

Ties with Other Groups - Workers World Party

Evidence of Travel -

Judgment of Effectiveness - unknown

Possible Role Foreseen if Revolt Occurs - If a
revolt does reoccur, the YAWF group can expect
to demonstrate as befare.
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SUBJECT: CORE, Congress of Racial Equality, James Hooper -
President of the Newark Chapter

On October 3, 1967, William Hill interviewed James Hooper in
an effort to determine his opinion of the causes and the
effects of the riot. Mr. Hooper related several situations
that precipitated the riot.

The causes of the riot were overcrowded schools, Parker/Callahan
case, medical school site location, and numerous complaints of
police brutality.

The overcrowded schools presented a grave problem. Classrooms
were too small to accommodate 40 to 50 children in a class and
many of the children attended split sessions.

In connection with Parker/Callahan case, Mayor Addonizio had
nominated Callahan, a white Council-at-Large, to fill the post A
"Secretary for the Board of Education." The Negro population !
of Newark presented their candidate for this position to the Mﬂ}
mayor in the person of Parker, a Negro CPA, who holds a Master
Degree in Business Administration. Mayor Addonizio's rejection

of Parker for the post created a furor among the Negro population.

Due to the mass opposition on the part of CORE and other civil
rights groups, the Board of Education failed to act on the
appointment of Callahan and Mr. Hess, the incumbent, decided to
remain as the Secretary.
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The medical school site issue occurred when the Mayor approved
the new medical school to be placed in the Negro ghetto. The
selection of the site made it necessary to relocate Negroes

in the area without providing them with adequate housing.

In connection with the police brutality complaints, Mr. Hooper
stated that there have been many instances where citizens have
filed complaints of police brutality with the Mayor's office
only to find that the Mayor had ignored them.

Mr. Hooper related he was personally involved in a case where
a man and wife were having a family argument. The police
arrived on the scene and began manhandling the woman.

Mr. Hooper attempted to obtain the policeman's badge number
and he was arrested and charged with interferring with an
arrest.

Mr. Hooper states that many police brutality complaints were
lodged with his office after the riot. There is presently a
suit against the Newark Police Department to bring the
department under receivership.

Mr. Hooper reports that the tension between the Negro and
white community has increased because of the city administra-
tion's anti-riot budget which permitted the police to spend
thousands of dollars for additional weapons to be used against
the people.

Mr. Hooper indicated CORE is trying hard to help the Negro
people in the community. It is his contention that things
will get worse before they become better.

2; _ ,A“‘//{Fﬁ)
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“Hdywood L. Perry
Investigator
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United Afro-American Association, Willie Wright - President
(Newark, New Jersey)

Enclosures: (1) Article written by Louis E. Lomax, Negro
Journalist, subsequent to the riot.

(2) Interview reports of Lee A. Satterfield,
dated October 9 and November 3, 1967.

In retrospect to the riot in Newark between July 12 and 17,
1967, many persons, some on their own time and others on
professional assignments, have gone to Newark in order to
attempt to gather chronological information pertaining to
the cause and effects of the riot.

Of persons Who might have emerged as Negro leaders in the
community subsequent to the riot, the general concensus is
that Willie Wright is probably the central figure. Wright
is the president of the United Afro-American Association,
a militant group located in the Central Ward, Newark, N. J.

As stated by Mr. Louis E. Lomax, there seems to be an air
of mystery about Wright, who is believed by some to be a
front man for others behind the scenes. Willie Wright, a
36 year old college dropout, is employed as an engineer
with the Pennsylvania Railroad, but he has not reported to
work in weeks. His employers have not called him; he has
not called them. He is a full time black revolutionist who
is open about his plans.

At his headgquarters, located at 402 South 6th Street, Newark
N. J., Wright told Mr. Lomax that he has no faith in the
justice of the "white man's system" and as he sees it, there
is no way out for the ghetto masses other than a direct mili-
tary confrontation with "whitey." He states that 30 or more
black sisters and brothers who lost their lives during the
riot must be avenged. Reference is made to Lomax' article,
"Newark called a hub for black revolutionaries," Page 2,

Paragraph 1, under title, Military Confrontation.
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Mr. Wright, a member of UCC, United Community Corp., an
organization designed to handle all poverty programs in
Newark, funded by OEO, addressed some 200 people attending
a meeting of the Trustee Board of UCC and urged that all
of the black people of Newark should arm themselves for a
possible showdown with the white people. The people at
the meeting not only cheered Wright, but the Trustee Board
unanimously voted to keep Wright on the Board despite the
fact that the Office of Economic Opportunity had issued a
veiled hint that all poverty funds to Newark would be cut
off if Wright was not removed. The Trustee Board consists
of a majority of Negroes.

On October 9, 1967, Mr. Lee A. Satterfield interviewed
Willie Wright at his headquarters, 402 South 6th Street.
Mr. Wright introduced Satterfield to several members of
his "Black Patrol,"which consists of youths who follow
police patrols and monitor them mainly to record any inci-
dents against black people.

Wright went on to explain that he is dedicating his life

to help his black brother in Newark and that he would
defend them in the event of another rebellion. During the
conversation, Wright told Satterfield of a cache of weapons
stored in Newark which consisted of small arms and machine
guns. He indicated that Louis E. Lomax was the only person
outside of Newark that had seen them or who would ever see
them.

Reference is further made to Satterfield's interview with
Wright on November 3, 1967, Page 26, Paragraph 3. Satter-
field asked Wright if he was acting as a front man for
someone else and Wright quickly stated he was not a front
man for anyone. Wright related that his purpose for organiz-
ing his group was for the defense of the black man. However,
he subsequently feels that he must change his objective and
try to motivate people to become more cognizant as to what's
going on about them.

In doing so, Wright has prepared circulars concerning the

members and the functions of the branches of city government
to circulate in the ghetto area. This method is one which
will educate the people. Wright is of the opinion that it

— P =



is not necessary to have the entire community follow his
leadership. He believes that a small number of properly
trained and determined people can bring about a worthwhile
change.

On November 7, 1967, I, Perry, interviewed Mr. Willie Wright
at the Bridge Club, 343 Washington Street, Newark, N. J.,
concerning his views of the riot. He stated he had previously
talked to members of the President's Commission on Civil
Disorders and that he had expressed his views on the situation
at that time.

Wright related it is no need for the President to waste money
settin&?different commissions because he is not going to
change the situation. He acts as other politicians in trying
to sway the people in voting for him in the oncoming election.
Mr. Wright stated that the black people were unjustly beaten
during the riot and that this made him determine to unite his
people in order that they may arm themselves against the
police if and when another riot does occur. Reference is
made to my interview with Wright on November 7, 1967, Para-
graph 1.
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Outline of the UAAA

(United Afro American Association)

Name - UAAA, United Afro American Association

Headquarters - 402 South 6th Street, Newark, N. J.

Officers - Willie Wright, President; Leon Moore,

Lieutenant

Members - unknown by Satterfield or Perry

Publications - as stated by Satterfield; no publications

have been written by the group.

Objectives - To raise the black man of Newark from his b’d“fr
terrible plight if it means military confrontation
with "whitey".

Statements by officers of objectives - Reference is made
to Louis E. Lomax' story, entitled "Newark called a
hub for black revolutionaries", Page 2, Paragraph 1,
under the heading of Military Confrontation. Refer-
ence is also made to ILee Satterfield's interview
with Willie Wright on October 9, 1967, Page 7, Para-
graph 2, where Wright stated that his primary concern
is for the black people of Newark and that he will
defend them in the event of another rebellion.

Written evidence of organization - bylaws, constitution,

There is nothing in Lomax' column which indicates evi-
dence of a written organization. Mr. Satterfield
advised me, Perry, that Wright's group has no charter.

Incorporation or legal recognition - none. See answer to
item No. 8.

Finances - Mr. Wright advised Mr. Satterfield that he has
received donations from other militants who are not
organized and anonymous donors.

ol
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Groups to which UAAA appeal - As evidenced in Lomax'
column, Satterfield's interview and Perry's inter-
view, Wright's group appeals to the educated,
uneducated, the middle class and the people in the
ghetto, in all, mainly the Negro population.

Program - Willie Wright has not professed any type of
program that he intends to use to fulfill his
objective.

Sources of Public ity - UAAA has been publicized at dif-
ferent local meetings, through the local newspaper
and through articles, such as written by Louis E.
Lomax.

Influence - The influential impact of UAAA is not readily
obtainable since most of the Negro people interviewed
in Newark feel the same way Wright does, however, when
his name is mentioned, most people agree that they
have heard of him but they do not condone violence.

Advertising - The mere passing out of handwritten cir-
culars throughout the ghetto neighborhood.

Cities where most active - As indicated by Wright, as
documented in Lomax' column, Satterfield's and Perry's
interviews, he is only concerned with the black people
of Newark.

UAAA ties to other groups - The fact that Willie Wright is
a Board Member of an OEO funded organization, the UCC,
United Community Corporation, definitely indicates a
close relationship of ideas and members. As indicated
by Satterfield in his interview with Wright on ’lﬁﬂJ/

October 9 and November 3, 1967, members of UAAA do
exchange ideas with other groups around the country.

Evidence of travel of officers of UAAA - Willie Wright
informed Lee A. Satterfield that he and Leon Moore,
his bodyguard, had traveled to several socialist
countries, of which Czechoslovakia and Paris were
mentioned. Wright advised his trip was financed by
people in the peace movement; no names were supplied.
Thomas Hayden, the noted journalist and radical,
accompanied Wrights group.

- (B



When questioned as to the purpose of his overseas
trip, Wright stated that he had traveled to learn
how other people live and think. He stated that
Hayden did not return to this country with him,
but went on to other countries. Mr. Satterfield
suspects that Hayden visited Viet Nam or Cuba.

19. Specific instances of activity or identification with
riot - Reference is made to Louis E. Lomax' column

under the caption of "Voices of Dissent Remain
Muffled, " where Lomax states that the revolution-
aries were ironically in town preparing for a riot
for the same day that the riot actually occurred,
but by other means, the arrest of the taxicab
driver.

When questioned by Satterfield on November 3, 1967
as to the veracity of the statement, Wright did not
refute it, but merely suggested to Satterfield that
he refer to the article concerning subject matter.
Wright explained to Satterfield that he was not
able to control the members of his organization
during the riot and that they participated in the
disorder and looting once it got started. Wright
adamantly denied any outside agitation during the
riot. Reference is made to Satterfield's interview
with Wright on November 3, 1967, Page 25, Para. 2.

20. Judgement of effectiveness of UAAA - The fact that
Wright is a member of UCC has created a furor at the
National Headquarters of OEO and with some of the
UCC Board Members, mainly white. The police depart-
ment constantly attempts to keep Wright and his
associates under surveillance. So, the effectiveness
depends on the measures that are taken to contain or
oversee Wright's activities.

His effectiveness must be attested to the fact that
some 200 persons attended a meeting of the Trustee
Board of UCC at which he was the main speaker and
advocated violence.

21. Possible role foreseen if revolt occurs - From statements
made by Wright to Lomax, Satterfield and Perry, it
appears evident that much violence can be expected

-



to Lomax' column entitled, "Newark called a hub
of black revolutionaries”. Reference is also
made to interviews of Lee Satterfield dated
October 9, 1967 and November 3, 1967, and of
Perry dated November 7, 1967.

from UAAA if a revolt occurs. Reference is made ‘1



Profile of WILLIE WRIGHT as furnished by him to Lee A.

Satterfield during an interview at the Robert Treat Hotel
in Newark on November 3, 1967.

l. Name -~ Willie Wright

Aliases - unknown

2. Age: 35 years

3. Place of Birth: Albany, Georgia /

4. Family: Wife, name unknown

Children: 4 boys and one girl - names unknown

Ages range from 4 to 16 years old

Brothers: 8Six. PFour live in Newark; two of

5. Education:

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)
(£)

them are employed. One is in the

U. S. Navy and one lives in Detroit,
Mich. His youngest brother who
lives in Newark is named Ike. No
other information was supplied in
connection with his family.

attended elementary school in Albany, Ga./

attended Jr. High School in Massilon, Ohio

attended High School in Massilon, Ohio and
Albany, Ga.

studied Social Studies for 18 months and
criminal law for one year while in the /
Armed Forces.

studied Japanese and Korean courses.

studied Social Science for one year through
a correspondence course with New York Univ.

6. Military Service: from 1947 to 1950

(a) Quartermaster Corps )
(b) Anti-aircraft Corps ) Branches of Service
(c) Infantry )

(d) Rank - Sergeant (3 stripes)

w8 o



7. Residency in Newark:

(a) visited Newark for the first time in 1946
(b) moved to Newark in 1950 after being dis-
charged from the military service.

8. Employment:

(a) from the time he was discharged from
military service in 1950 to 1957,
Wright's employment is unknown.

(b) from 1957 to October 1967, he was employed
as an engineer with the Pennsylvania
Railroad.

9. Source of Finance:

(a) unknown peace groups donate money
(b) personal funds - as indicated by Wright

10. Part played in Society - See body of report.

'/H%yWé;d L. Perry f:;?flf#ff

Investigator
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Newark
Oct. 9, 1967 .
Interviewer; Lee Satterfield \_,eﬁg,

Interviewees; Willie Wright, Leon Moore, Eertoy Jones and others
Interviewees Willie Wright, Leon Moore, Leroy Jones and others. Mr.

Wright arranged for me to meet with Leroy Jones. I arrived at Mr. Wright's
(,1
organization on south 6th Street at approximately 8:45. f He introduced me to

; fi

several members of his young !:l::!lpatrolg, an attorney who was present and

M

two efj> or three of his associates, Leon Moore being the principal associate.

We briefly discussed what @Tmy purp(;;‘é?fln Newark and some of the background

conditions and some of the aftermath of the riot, which will be reported

extensively in other interviewss | — ... -~ »_.From there, after devel-

—

oping this fxainxwf kind of rapport with the group, Mr. Wright then took me
<Lzt f
to 33 Sterling Awerue, the headquarters of Leroy Jones. Upon arriving at

< ,1» { 5 y
33 Sterling Aﬁ@nue,.we*were:mggzggjﬁbg;ﬁoar:byrﬁjy§§ng:mgpfqbviouslyJarMnsllmxmj

Mr. Wright introduced mg-us=~to-him,-He-introdueed me to Mr. Jones, %bparentlzj
L]
in-&rebic, Appaxeriiyza class in Arabic was going on{\ The hall w=s packed
ﬁ'____-v e S ':"-I- '3‘6
with 50 1 O o ey i~ the—teacher-was—teaching Ax b:n Mr. Jonés suggested

that we go upstairs to the room on the front of the building, where we were
it

joined by a froup from Mr, Wright's organization, were-joined by many persons

who were at Mr., Jones. Introductions were made all around and I was introduced

Ve
¥m as a person from Washington investigéting thei}ebellionethey“d.h. ; ~
P |

Pbviously, -this_is not the type-of-situation—where you-insist-on full.formal

revlewv-wliprobalx*gould.ngx have.. gotten S T B I“hadﬁrﬂ51sted LOR—d-tr— So~iTts
f}’

more-of-a—discussion-type situation. &t started out asklng what T eiéested

our commission could do to change conditions in Newark, and of course I attempted
turn j Lot/ o
to/rkange these questions around , ¢ -i..'! what did they thwnk ‘the commission
JSrelh

ought, to do*to change “those conditions in Newark. I got various kinds of
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responses, from "If the President can put in a communication line from the

White House to Russia, there ought to be a communication line from the White

i‘r\- ‘n
House to the people in- ‘the-community-of-these-cities,~blatk Newark." The

4

—— ————— l{
purpose of this kind of statement was to-reveal-te.me-—er to show me L v~

; Lok
vils
IR iﬂ-thefcommunity and-—-the~leind—of mistrust; %hELlaakibiléaﬁﬁzﬁEnee,
")’_\__L-(._::...Q_ By T R 7
,tgat*thavpeople—of Lhis“c0mmunt£y~have~£on~lacal “law-enforcement, such-as~the

SN gy e | |
statement-£fuom Leroy Jones t0~$h6~er£90f~th1& the federal government knows and

understands what the problems are in the ghetto, that for him the only thing
the federal governmentqﬁgéé'éo was give him a bundle of money and let him use
it éﬁjﬁg; own discretion, doing the things that he wanted to doiééit might be
appropriate at this point to describe the Spirit House located at 33 Sterling
Street, Newark, N.,Y. It appears that there is a classroom on the first floor
for the purpose of teaching Arabic or anything else that Mr. Jones might de-
sire and also thatlthis area is used as a stage for his plays and for the
reciting of poetry or sometimes as a place for showing motion picture films.
Directly upstairs there are several rooms. The one in which we went as a group
appeared to have some duplicating lx equipment and a lot of library facilities,
books, ete., Toward the back, there is a % room ﬁﬁlch %;peé*s a lot of Mr.
Jones writing, quite a bit of material on black power and on black revolution-

i [ e ‘\lic" J{) =

aries, aaong with wrltxngs—oﬂwﬂr—"Jones,_anlué*ng record albums, Jﬁlﬂh‘areusolé
e il "o e 7 '. Sk,

by -a-young-man- whd is a- Mu&%rm The whole house itself on this particular
occasion was filled with all kinds of people, youngj=edds young people age 18-19
years of age and older people. There were many in the Arabic dress, the long,
flowing type gowns, I suppose you would call them, outer garment, along with

the red fez-type hat, and many with chains around their neck with Eastexn=Star,.

the symbol of the Eastern Star, on £th¢iNow-back-to.the conversation, our-dis-
L

cussiom-between-Me—Wrights—Jonesy~and=others.
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Before we really got started, two members in Arabic dress with the red
fez on their head, came into the meeting. I was introduced to these people as
being a member of the Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, tﬁé:gégt that T
was there to investigate the causébagaéﬂ of thevrebellion? One of the members
with the red fez on his head told me that he would like for me to take this
message back to Lyndon Johnson, and that is, that the.black people of America
are tired of being treated as slaves; that the black people were seeking their
identity in America and that white America should not stand in{{;E“hay. fAxuhir

{This Muslim stated that he was of Arabic nationality and that all Negroes in
America can be traced back to its Arabic parents and that as such Negroes ougbt
to identify with the Arabic nations, which have always been free nations.)
At this point, Willie Wright spoke up and é%ﬁ@ddiﬂ£o wait a minute, that he
was not se-much interested in any religious organization, or any organization
based on any religion, the thing that he wanted to know was whether or k not
this organization had a program for the uplift and defense of the oppressed
people, the-Negre—prugle, the black people of Newark. The two ﬁégfégg"with
the red fez became quite incensed over Willie Wright's apparent attack on
their organization and his remarks calling it religiously based and that he
was not interested in such. They stated in defense that the organization
was not based in religion, but on bleclk——frxxthrxht was a black nationalist
organization, one dedicated to the uplift of the black people., Willie then
asked them to run it down for him, give it to him like it is, if they have
a program to give it to him, give him what their program was. At that point
maybe
there were cautions that I was present and/that this was not the proper time
to give him their program. Therefiter followed an argument as to whether or
not the organization itself, the orthodox Muslim organization, was religiously

based or whether or not it was ay-en@.éfy based on black nationalism. Willie

asked the Muslim what=was his nationality, and he of course said that it was
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Arabic. The other Muslim stated that he would like to run down the whole
history for Willie and é6ther friends, so that they could see that they were
not fhe slaves of the white man as they felt that the Negro is. First of
all, they say that the name Negro was given to us and we rejected the name
Negro} we moved to the name Colored, which was also rejected, and now that
we have moved into the name Black People, he said, but this does not give
us a nationality, does not give us a nation. He said that the black people
in America are like an orphan, an orphan who does not know what his parentage
is, that if you look at an orphan, he might be the orphan of a millionaire,
But until you could match up his name with that of the millionaire, you would
never know that he isaf.‘é;l{ orphen, but once the orphan gets the name of his

i

father, who is a millionaire, then he comes into higlgég‘inheritance of
millions. So too, they say, is the black man in America, that once tﬁéyECan
gainhis identity, and that identity being Arabic, the black man in America
has a culture which is hundreds and hundreds of years old, that goes all the
way back to Ham, and he traced it all the way down to the present time, and
that this is the banner under which all organizations of black people ought
to move, move under this banner, with a coderxhaxgééans code that means instant

death to anyone who breaches the confidence of this particular group. The

question was asked was asked whether or not black people in America just

4 <
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could move under the term Black People”and have such a code, and they sa¥,
Well, what is your nationality? That is the way this question was asked =--
What is your nationality? The conversation obviously was becoming quite
heated, because Willie Wright refused to accept %m the Muslim's explanation
of his background. He stated that he was not concerned with anything inter-
national, that he was not concerned with anything out of Newark, that his

primary concern was whether or not these people had a program which would
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enable him to uplift the oppressed black people of Newark, and that if they
did not have a program that he was not interested in talking to them, but that
if they had a program that he would like to hear what that program is, because
thattééjﬁis primary concern. He also stated that for the uplift of his people
he would be willing to join §with the devil himself, if it would be beneficial
to the black people of Newark.

During this conversation, Lerof Jones remained rather silent and with
an air of confidence stated afterwards that, '"We'll get him, he'll come around
in time,'" and this reference was to Willie Wright's rejection of the orthodox
Muslim faith. Apparently, from appearances, Lero} Jones had been won over mind
and soul to the mm Muslim cause and that one of his primary concerns at the
present time is to bring Willie Wright into the fold. Willie Wright's
lieutenants cautioned him to not reject the whole idea which tﬁéimé;%£égééxd
%Ezuﬁutting forth; they feel that he did not necessarily have to join with
them, but he ought to listen to them in order to get a better idea as to what
their program and what he needs to do about it. One of his closest lieutenants
is of the opinion that the Muslims do have a strong program and that sxwmi it
ts—~winning-under=iti—fold, bringing into its folds, many of the young Negroes.
(This is borne out by the fact that there was present at this meeting several
young Negroes between the ages of 18 and 25 who apparently are téiiggiééiin

with the attitufle and philosophy of the Muslims. They raised questions of

Willie himself, as to what his program was, why did he think that he could

i - iz

be successful under the banner oﬁétheiblackfgéﬁA'(%}- when-—no-one-else had-been..
They felt very strongly that in order for the black man to be successfitl in
America, he must be in a position to bring in outside help., Therefore, it

was quite important for the American black man, for the black man -- they

reject the term American -- to put himself mrxkke under one banner and that

is the banner of the Arabic nation;
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: systemi i¥s“educational system, f&@jlegal structure and all that “as Fnxig'
within it,,bhetlﬁe w%;’seeking a program or a system which would allow him
to uplift the black people of America under one banner and you could call
that banner whatever you like, however he rejected the banner of Black People,
because black people per se do not have a nation. He rejected Negro for=the
same=raason and Colored for the same reason. Again he made it a point that
all it will take is a little time and that Willie would begin to see things
their way.
This group discussion then became sort of a shouting match, witﬁ Willie

still rejecting the idea of any kind of an organization founded in any religion

or with any international overtones. His primary concern was for the black

people of Newark and how he would defend them in the event of another rebellion.

- e

.;%ﬁﬁ“fi%eremwere\%everal young peopl%jwho raised questions of Willie, trying to
attack his position of not wanting to deal an organization with religious
overtones. Willie sort of th rejected their questions on the ground that they
were too young and inexperienced to know what it was all about or to even under-
stand what the problems were in Newark.

At this point, the whole conversation sort of got out of hand. Lero;
Jones broke it up by stating that he didn't think any useful purpose was being
served by the people shouting at each other, that he had work to do, and that
we ought to leave. As I prepared to leave, he approached me and stated that he
realized what my problems were and he was sorry that I had to hear this whole
discussion, because it showed that the black man is much more divided than he
would like for the American people to believe and that we still have a long
ways to go, although there is a beginning. Willie Wright also stated that

he was sorry that I had to witness such a discussion, for the same reason, tlia
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Jeroy-Jones ! gave becausewith—aaaindicationrof—the—division _among_.the black

=

pe0ple,——But -he-stated that he. would¢be-willlng thllsten tothe: dev*l him-
o L
.|’
self --_again, he reafflrmﬂd hL&—?OSlthn,mthat he would be willing -to the-
| /
dgyilﬂhiméelf~if~it~meantmupliiting-andwgetting-nid_of-theUOppressors-0f~the

\

.black‘people~}3=ﬂewﬁ¥k Mr. Jones gave me a copy of a press conference, =

of the Newark Black Survival Committee. 1In it, it states the nature of the

#l

)

o
i‘\‘

\
; rebellion, description of brutality, and recommendation of intervention. This
\\document also describes Leroy Jones' arrest during the riot.
€Lﬁmiiev§;£hagf@@rOE:gQXefmarthL&dxuxummuﬁenwas-xather_sorny_that Wee
did not_have-an-opportunity—to—sit—down-and. discuss-the. rebellion-itself-ac~- -

7~ . -gording-to- h1m,_mhat_hﬁ_salls,a#tebell¢oa I found both Willie Wright and

f —

Nl ,Q -_4’..(;_,_;;;‘( Wt EE L\ .,q.-') “4 Tl -._,{
C.~ Leroy Jones £m two 1nterest1ng personalities; both appear to be quite sincere

in their beliefs, and both have completely divergent beliefs as to how the
black people can best go about getting rid of the''"oppressors.'" Willie certainly

i
at this point has rejected anything of foreign origin, whereas Leroy Jones

appears to have accepted the orthodox Muslim belief. He is runningtgb;rit House
along this line, and it appears from conversations with many people that he is
doing a tremendous job with the young people in the community, and his aw work
in the community is having its 55;%5;/ Therefore, I feel rather strongly that

the Black Nationalist type organizations have fertile ground for expansion in

the Newark ghetto. [End-of-conference-type-interviews;).
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Newark
Oct. 9, 1967
Interviewer: Lee Satterfield
Interviewee: Willie Wright

This is an interview with Willie Wright, President of the United
Afro-America Association, a militant group located in the central ward,
Newark, New Jersey. This should be under the broad heading, "Background,
Beginning of Mr. Wright's Interview."

(Negro)
Mr. Wright states that Newark does not have any/department heads,

that there are no police officers in a position of authority except for a
1

i

) L+ Lpeer

Captain Williams, whieh is a recent appointment. Mr. Wright stated that
he would like to have a police captain who controlled a precinct, and he
would prefer to have him controlling a precinct in the Negro community.

\
o (N O L .
He feels that Director Stiewer would not allow this for two reasons: 1)

{_{_-,’; Kewo f Lo

it would cause a confrontation between the white policemen and the-lagro
Shtice who would e 1a thivee, sod 2) Hhat 1% wight ofd br winias et
brutality which is condoned by the mayor, the chief of police, and the
director of police.

Mr. Wright stated that his organization had written letters to the FBI
asking the FBI to clarify its position with respect to the investigation of
brutality complaints by Newark citizens. He has not a% of this date received
an answer to his letter:'to the FBI. He also states that the mayor has refused,
this-is Mayor Adenceios{sp? )y has-refused-to this date to investigate simple
cases of police brutality. As a result, police brutality has become one of

! £

the major concerns of the degro

community. He also mentioned the fact that a
suit has been started in Newark to put the police department into receivership.
He states that he is not a party to this suit and the reason that he did not

become a party to this suit is that people would look upon it as being a




lt 4)

e
"Willie Wright grandstand."
P K propir S

Mr. Wright states that the llegro-is very embittered over the "murders'""
committed during the riot by the piir police department. He said prior to the
‘%ebellionﬂwhenever a black man was killed, it was always called "justifiable
homicide' except in one instance when a black policeman killed a man, then it
was investigated. A further part of the police brutality and the tension that

causes

it/eased in this area comes from the fact that, in Mr. Wright's opinion, the
judges will not accept ar charges against the police department, and if they
accept chartges against the police department they find thelwitnesses against
the police department unreliable on some basis. He states that there was one
really serious case of brutality against police officer Martinez. In this
case he says that several of the witnesses against Martinez were found guilty
by the judge of making false statements, and that peoﬁle found guilty of
making false statements had either to make public apologies by court order

to Officer Martinez. 4

Patrolman Martinez appearedito °~ ~ . - -~ ~ . was also involved,
e

according to Willie Wright, in the Newark-East Orange border incident, which

(v LT o ey & THlabnauiSe oy Y pheany Liheae ¢t {'f; & .(.‘".-J it ._-_l'
JF~will continue on a-new=tape. v ¢ | o a p
S e G Y i e O R Cxuzong b Deesl G2 .J- f Al Sy
—rermee . Jee-Satterfieldy and this is a continuation of the-interview

with Willie Wright.  This will-be tape # 4; referring.again to-the-East
Oreage-~Newark-border-incident.

Mr, Wright stated that Patrolman Martinez was involved in this incident
and that the policemen, Newark policemen, had seven or eight guys laid out in
the street and that the police reacted like mad dogs turned loose in the
street. (Mr. wfight appeared %m not to have any detailed information on the

incident itself.)
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Mr. Mright outlined for us the procedure as he understood it for making
complaints about a police officer to the police department. He stated that
you would make the complaint to your precinct captain and that after making
the complaint the police itself would make an investigation of the situation
and that upon making the iﬁvestigation, the matter would be referred to the

7T P .

Director of the Police, Director EEéEnen_£epqo and that at this point you

o T

Sy,
could not go any higher, and that Director Steemer has never in his memory

found against one of his policemen. Therefore, he feels that it is rather

~futile to file complaints against the police.

We then went to the issue of the Canine Corps. Mr. Wright stated that.
he would not dignify the move they are making ﬁow to bring a canine corps
into Newark or take part in the discussion with respect to this issue, ).
because he feels that they are beclouding the whole issue. The issue, as
seen by Mr. Wright, is that the city has already equipped itself with riot
equipment and that anyone who limits the issue to the canine corps is "a
damn fool." Mr. Wright feels that the local, state, federal governments are
all preparing their persomnel with riot equipment, that it is obvious that
they are preparing to become involved in a genocide war with the black people.
He stated that the Japanese whom the white man has already put in a concentra-
tion camp is an example of this kind of war. Therefore, the black man must
get some ammunition, must get weapons, to defend themselves. He repeated,
"There must be a defense against this kind of genocide." He went on say that
man is already involved in a genocide war against the black man, and he feels
that as soon as the whites are properly equipped with weapons, this war will

be carried out.
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Mr., erght feels that Newark has not been—taking any steps either

before or after the 'rebellion'" to deal effectively with the problems of the
black people, that they aﬁpointed Larriegsggiég Director of Health, Educztien
and Welfare éﬁﬁﬁthat this ‘15 a slap and a direct insult to the black people,
that she is merely a politician and that the appointment should have been a

D S i
knowledgeable individual to represent the black people. He fee&s that State
gernz Senator Enge and .1 :(ﬁwiﬁﬁs?jf;¥é in the same bag. He stated
that there was oﬁe instance where three Negroes were arrested and that he
_asked Dr. Inge, the county physician, to check up on the beatings, and Dr.
Inge told him to check with the proper authorities --i@x=® so here is the
county physician who is asking him to check with the proper authority. If
he is not the proper authority, who the hell is?

Another problem mentioned by Mr. Wright was that of consumer problems,
overcharging for food products, poor city services, etc. Employment also is
also one of the problems -- underemployment, rather, is one of the problems
of Newark, Mr. Wright also stated that there was much hassling over the
rights of people on welfare} . - N\_ . POOY health service at the city
hospital; that mothers take their children to the hospital and they have to
wait hours on end for services. _ﬁlﬁhzimigere is a high mortality rate with

respect to infants at the hospital, a-high-VD=rate,and generally that the
Iy (e L
ey
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services there are substandard. = { Gl / i)

As to the business community itself, Mr. Wrighted;stated that it is
s
difficult to break into the general contracting around o¥ in Newark. That

it's all tied up by special interest groups.

=Mr—Wright comes_ta.leroy-Jones—ia-l-the- eonversatxon«and he-states

,thewcoarus B e
(thlnks°) that/xapaxXx—are—used also.-to keep the-black man—doun-ﬁmd an
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example(éa; the Le;pé,qones case. He stated that the case was scheduled to
come up on a trial calendar, however, that the court shifts people around on
trials. The purpose is to try to hold back Leroy Jones' trial. He also
stated that Leroy Jones had problemé getting bail because the judge stated
that to allow him to go out on bail would be like re]..easing"a mad dog in a
slaughter housev
Another one of the background problems was the medical college site.
Mr. Wright stated that from the survey that was taken that the people did
" not want the site for the med school, that there was no communication with
the community during the planning for the med school site. That at the
blight hearings there was a massive turnout on the part of the people in the
city council chamber, and that there was no standing room, and that speakers
were on hand to spéak until 3 or 4 a.m. in the mornimng. He stated that this
was one of the things which created additional tensions in Newark prior to
the "rebellion."
Another problem is that of public schools and the fact that there is
no low-income housing in Newardk and none will be built in the near future
because the city can't afford to.
11t.5) Interviewees of Newark, Willie Wright, Leon Moore, Leroy Jones and others.
Mr. Wright arranged for me to meet with Leroy Jones. Iarrived-at Mr.-

Wright's organization on-south~Sixth Street
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Lee Satterfield Observations

At this point I think it is appropriate to make a few observations
with respect to Willie Wright and with respect to discussion at the Spirit
House. First of all, Willie Wright seems to be sincere in his belief that
there Willlcome a time when the Negro, or the black people, as he puts it,
will need to defend themselves against the police and against the white
community in Newark. I sincerely believe that he is preparing for this de-
fense by gathering arms, physically gathering arms, to be used in the event
of another disturbance. Beyond this, I believe he is also training the very
few people he now has in % his group in the use of these arms. Willie Wright
suggested to me that he has such an arsenal and that the possihility existed
that he might show it to me sometime. However, this was never done during my
stay in Newark.

As to the discussion at the Spirit House, I got the disfinct impression,
maybe erroneously, that there were ¥ other people there who were in an investi-
gative capacity. I don't think I'll take it beyond that, because it was merely
an impression on my part. Neither could I understand the attitude of the
attorney who was present, for he was much more violent in his comments than the
so-called militants, and I was wondering juét what his presence meant.

As to Leroy Jones, it appears that he has become a Muslim and that his
whole purpose for living is to advance their cause. He is also seeking, and
this is my impression, to bring within the Muslim base Willie Wright,'who.up
to this point at least has rejected it because he rejects anything which is
based on religion or which has some international connotation. Willie appears

to be really dedicated to the one task, and that task is to uplift the black

people of Newark. He stated to me on several occasions, and I do believe him,
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that should anything happen to him, that there will be an immediate retalia-
tion by his people against the police force itself, |

As to the defense of the black people, Willie states that really the
black people are not ready for another'}ebelliouiland that he doesn't really
want to do anything at this point which would trigger another violent situa-
tion where many, many black people are killed. That given the time, however,
and the proper preparation, that the black people will be ready in the event
there is another rebellion, and that xh at that p01nt you will see that there
'will be quite a bit of killing, and it will not all be on the part f- {gégtghose
dead will not all be Negroes, or black people, but tHis takes time in order
to build defenses. He is mpin of the opiniﬁn that mostly the people who are
always talking revolution do not know what it is all about. The more they
talk the more you know that they do not know what it's all about, thagffevolu-
tion is something that you ought to intend to win, not just to be annihilated.

Willie Wright stated that he did not believe that you need a very, very
large army in order to carry out a succes&ful revolution. For he believes
jusﬁ:himaﬁlf. that he could, for the most part, put Newark out of operation.on
his -own, because he <knows there are certain things théﬁ’;ﬁé can do that can stop
the operation of a city like Newark, and-that Hé believes before he was caught
that he could do thooa things to really put Newark in chaos. TI~feelsincerely

I iy R sirall ol f favpinizeg

that’ ﬁekwould -attempt to do something 11ke that if he is pushed into that -kiad
of a corner. elbe pla <1 {jnitl-~—~l O /.

Another point which I think I ought to mention here, and that is in one
of our random conversations he mantioned the fact that had the canine issue
not been voted out, voted favorably to the black people of Newark, that the

following day he planned toi=-!th2£;he had been gathering something like a

hundred dogs, and that he was piaﬁﬁiﬁg-to turn them loose in the downtown area
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and on City Hall and say to the people of the white community, "If you want
dogs, here they are -- now handle them the best way you can."

We were unable to really complete our interview with Willie Wright in
terms of the chronology which we had set up and as to what he had done during
the riot itself, Although we do have this information from many other sources
it is quite important that we get iéfrom Mr. Wright himself, so we will con-

) clude this part of our loose-end document, and should we ever have the oppor-

tunity to go back to Newark, we will complete our interview with m him.




4
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Mr. Wilson
From:“ Lee Sattexfield
Subject: Interview with Willie Wright in Newark, New Jersey‘on

-

Friday, November 3, 1967.

-

I met Willie Wright at the Bridge Club at approximately 12:

L
(@]

p.m., on Friday, November 3, 1967. We were together continuously
until approximately 3:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, November &4, 1967.
I am going to attempt to dictate the events as they occurred

fTon

during my stay 1n Newark, New Jersy. Perhaps from this chronology
of events,; you will also get an indication of the type of individual
Willie Wright is.

I had called alicad on Thursday and arranged to meet with
Willie_N:ight at 11:00 p.m. Thurgdayini?ht. My flight was delayed;-
therefore, I did not arrive at the hotel until approximately 11:30
pan. I w#s told at the desk that a.éall had come in from a male
individual; however, since I had not made‘reservatiqns, they would
not ‘accept any message. I waited at the hotel for a return call;
however, none came. I callcd the area board number which MrL It

had given my scerecaryy, howevery there was no answer. No contact

made with Willie Wright on November.3.

H

iday morning at approxlmﬂLbly 8:00 a.m., I started my calls
1t. I called continuously for approximately omne hour;
no answer. 1 went to breakfast, returned about 9:30; started my
calls again. No answer. Finally, I decided to call a very good

friend of Willie Wright's, Al Brown, a clerk for one of the district

L . 10 Y
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court judges. Mr. Brown was not in at the time of my call; however,
shortly thercafter he returned my call. T told him that I had been

making an effoxl to contact Willie Wright; however, I had been un-

successful; and T would like wvery much,; if he knew Willie's whercabouts,

to contact him for me and let him know that I had arrivcd.in Newark.
Mr. Brown stated ﬁhat he would do just this, and I thanked him and
<re hung up. I waited approximately another hour at thé hotel, and
about 10:36;‘1 decided I would go and‘pick up an automobilclfrcm the
Kinney car lot, in order to have transportation. I ieft the hotel,
wont to Kimmey's, picked up the automobile, and at ap%roximately
v . ) .
12:00 Py I arrived at the Bridge Club. I ordered lunch, and
immediately went to the telephone and called Willie Wright again.
At this. time Willie Wright was there; he answered; I told him where
I was; he stated tha? hie had just attémpted to call me at the hotel,
and I told him that I still waﬁted to talk with him, and he stated
that he would be at the Bridge Club within the houz.

I ordered lunch, and while seated there,(Il was seated beside
two other gentlemen whom I did not introduce myself to or mec;_;l
bowevers Al Brown arrived for lunch and introduced me to the other
two gentlemen. One was a Mr. Coleman; the other a Mr. Horne; both
of the Governor's Commission on Civil Disorders. Both were Negro,
and.investigators. Mr. Brown stated té the two gentlemen that he
knew me very well, and that perhaps we would like to talk about our
two eiforts in investigating civil disorxrders. I learned during this

L

conversation that Mr. Coleman and Mr.:Horne had taped an interview
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with Willi¢ Weight on Thursday. As a matter of fact, they were
taping theixr interview with Willie Wright when I called to arrango
my interview with him. Mr. Horne and Mr. Coleman spoke generally
of théir efforts, and the fact that they hadlbeen taping some of
the younger people who participated in m#ny of the disturbances in
Newark, New Jexsey; and that hopefully, we could get together with
respect to some exchange of information. .

Mr. Horne also gave me some additional names for the city. of
Englewocod and an addifional name for New Brunswick, which I have
subsequently given to the teaﬁ leadex, Mr. Sharp.

Mr. Wright arrived whilc‘I was still having lunch, and still
conversing with Mr. Hoxne and Mr. Coleman. There was no .doubt that
he knew the twa_gentlemen, and of course he knew Al Brown. We
briefly discussed Oux:missing each other the evening before, and
what our plans would.bé &uring the day. Mr. Wright stated that he

- LAl end
had some small matters to take care of; however, that I would~be

d. g GGt P r-.r.ei
wclcomaf al.ong on-the~twrip, while he too& care of these matters.

9) : /,“,-_', o 1i0n—
Mr. Wrightfshowed me a copy of a memo/from Willie Wright of the
United Afro Amcriban Asgociation, which he iﬁtended to publish during
the day. He stated that he would distribute this memo to people in
his group, and that it would get éreatcr publicity than it would if
he called a press conference and gave it to the press. He gave me
the distinct impression that doing it this way would allow him to
reach his.people, where if he sent it to the press, they probably
would not publish it anyway. In esscnce, the memorandum from

Willie Wright talks about what happened on Halloween; the fact that

there was no looting, rioting and bloodshed; and secondly, it asked
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Director Spina of the Newark Police Department to appoinl Cunt.
Williams to the job of a pr;ciu¢t captain. willie sltated to m:
that this was just recally the kick-off; in the future he plonnad
to do two other things; one is a memorandum next week attacking b
administration, or not necessarily attacking the administrati..
as he put it; but informing.the people of what was going on in
administration; and sbcnadly, a memorandum to the people advis

them what was going on as to the construction of the new County

Courthouse. He stated that this was very important because Negroz:

ere not allowed in the cra;t unions and were not allowcd in tha

.‘“—--._.-.... e o e e e e A e

construction industry, generally, and it was his hope that he cou!

aeL - his p90plc together and shut down construction on the new Cou

= SR ———
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Coultnouse alLogeLher.

After I had completed my lunch, ané we had talked generally
w ith Horne and Colemahiand'Brown, the latter Lhree left the Bridg
Club, and Willie and I continued there for a short period. 'heré-
after, it was close to-2:30--3;00 o'clock, end-he stated that he
had to plck up some children, and again invited me to accompany hi:
We decided to go: in his ear, and it was a 1948 Cadillac. I said,
"Wlllle, this is not Lhe car that we rode 1n‘before" and he said,
Yo, this is my brother's car". This was my first inkling that
"Willie Wright had additional members of his family in Newark. I
asked him at this point ﬁid he have other brothers in Newark, and

he stated that he did; that he had five brothcrs, anu I askea what

- e o e it g i e s el B

were they doing, and he,said two were in business, and he scemed
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reluctant to go beyond that, so I did not press the point. We got
in his car and started to go -~ destination unknown as far as I

was concerned -- just the fact that he had to pick up some people.
The first recognizable street that we entered was Springfield Ave-
nue; recognizable to me, that is. As we began to ride up Springfield
Avenue, Willie began to point out to me establishments that wcrc.
looted ; during the disturbance; he had reached the point now of
calling it a riot, but everytime he calls it-a riot, he said "I'm
calling it a riot beccause you guys are the ones who call it a xiot;
1t was weally a Febellion”.

Upon éntering Springfield Avenue, Willie began pointing out
to me establishmentéfwhich were looted during the disturbanqe in
Jﬁly. I am unablc; at this point, to remember the various names
of the establishmenfs, bpt.i will try to relate some af his comments
with respect to spﬁc of the places which were looted. He would say,
"Look ;t that place; the market. This guy was really taking our
people, so some of the fellows took care of it:" fu‘ther along,

" he said, "Look at the clothing store here. This guy was selling
clothes to our people dt ridiculous interest; ridiculous prices

and ridiculous carrying charges, so some of the brothers took care
L]
of it". e further went on to sayyit was contrary to reports, when
e . R . s = T an
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- - b
we came to a liquor store’” he~said-that~the liquor itself~was-not

fﬂﬁjﬁﬂmﬂw- : N '
really~taken for consumptionj juany of the cases and bottles of

e

1
liquor were just taken and broken; the guys were that angry with

e i e i e i e

the particular owmer of that particular store or establishment.



When we came to this parvticular [furniture storg, Willie

==

said "Jhis guy was selling all this cheap furniture, sol our guys

/: AT S ,'"‘ - iz =

really did a job on this establishment." \.,\;ol‘y road down ox up
-

" "’""h“.‘nﬂ;»a

"..J

Springfield Avenue; this was & general way e described the various
stablishments which had been looted. At one point on Springficld
and said that he had to go to the post offic%?
and I waited in the automobile. He returned shortly thereafter,
stopping near the car to read whatever mail he had picked up at

g et .tf,."f"'/"
the post office. Upon re-entering the car, wel§tar -tad up Spring-

. field Avenue fnhml:e ran out of gas. After confirming the fact that
we.were out of gas, Willie stated that there was a service station
just a short distance ahead. We both got out of the car and walked
toqﬂrd the serv1celstatloﬂ. As we approached the station, Willie
stated that this station was not bothered in any way; he said that
the guy who supposedly owms it is Negro, but he is ﬁronting for a

»

white man; "but so what--he has to make a living". TWe arrived at
the stati;n, and Willie bought 50 ¢ ent; worth of gas; we returned
to the car and he put the gas in the gas tank and we again aL empLed
to start the automobile. It would not start. ' As we talked about
ﬂhingé generally, Willie casually got out of the car, removed the
coyering from over the carb uretor; poured a little gas directly
into the carbur;tor, got into the car, attempted to start it again

“and it would not start; got out and poured some additional gas in
and got back into the car, and after a little bit, it started.

While the car was running, he attempted to put the covering back
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on the carburetor. The covering is in two parts. As he attempted

Lo put it on, it never could fit properly, so he then separated
; . i

Tare

the covering, and as he was separating it, he saidgl“thvsé
some things you can't rush", and seizing this opportunity, I séid
"That's true, even lifé itself, you can't rush it;" He said, "You're
right, and that's what I am beginning to realize; some things you
can't rush; and this is why I am doing this thing picce by.picce;
this week,_l'm talking about Spina; next week I'll be putting out
& memo talking about Aédonizio, and the following week I'm going
lznendl.
to put out a memo talking about: the County Court.' By this time,
he had the ﬁovering back on'the carburetor; we were back in the
car, continuiné up Springfield Avenue. He again began to point
out business establishments on $priﬁgfiélq Avpnué which had been
it; generally stating what he stated before; that "this guy was
unfair", oxr had mistreated Negroes, muxeiimx and as a result
‘elected for looting anﬂ breaking of windows. I asked Willie
>r not there had béﬂn any pre-planning with respect to which
re to be selected for looting.or windgw-breaking purposes.
that in ordexr to be as sclective as they were, there must
some planning. He was not more specific.
turned off Springfield Avenue, and we stopped by .the
2adguas ré of the UAAA on South 6th Street. He told me he would
: righ ut, so i.remained in the car as he went into thefx;dh

LS. Shoftly thercafter he returned, go,t back into the

re continued to ride. We then were on Clinton Avenue,
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and he stated Ya 10L of people fielt that Spriuglicld Avenue was
the only place that was really hit. There were other places hit

in Newark besides Springfield Avenue', and he began to point out

some of the business establishinents on €linton Avenue that were

hit during the riot. We continued on, and he stopped talling
about establishments which were hit per se, and we soon arrived

at a fairly r;szden;:al area, lalrly good 1ook1na _residential

area with frame houses that seemed to bc well—kcpt, and we parked

in Iront of one of Lhcm, ald W1111e-ﬁ§ng on inside. Shortly, he
came out with two lovely lookiné kids, a boy énd a girl, and they
were carrying iarge cafdhoard; cardboards the size that you do
printing on or put up posters with. As he approached the cax, he
did not introduce the kids to me by name; he merely sa id,.“Lee,
these are my god-children". The kids got into the car, éut the
cardboards ;n; got into the car, and we drove off. - He then stopped
shortly thereafter at what I would consider a corner atore, and
the kids got out of the car. They were very polite, nice looking
kids; they époke very nicely to me, said "goodbye'"; got out .of

the car an& went into the store; Willie wént in along with the kids,
and I waited in the car. About two or three minutes later they
came out of the store; the kids said goodbye to Willie and started
to walk back toward their home, and-at~{liis-point-l.got:-back—in>
thewcary--and. Willie at this p01nt said, "We are right on the
\bqq?k_nast Oraaﬂc border L g said, "Jell, do you live in this

e ———y

arca, Willie?", and he stated, "Heavens, no; that's all the pecople
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uptown would waut; to see me living out here. I have to live with
e e ———

my people. If I were living out here, that would be it." I said,

-—"'_'-._FF
"Well, will the kids get home all right", he said, "Yes, they only

.

ave a short distance to walk". I said, "Well, I am very much'

[ o

1

intexested in this Newark~East Orange border incident, could you
show me where it occurred?" He said, "Yes" (we were on 7th Streect

at that time); "we would have to get over to 1l4th Strect',
Then he said "Better than that, I know a guy named Turner
L /“\__

who was really involved in all of this; perhaps it would be better

e
Fh

I put you in touch with h”im, since we have such a shoxt period

=)
Eh

time," I agreed.

Willie then drove to the UCC office, where we went in.
Most.of the people we met knew Wiilic; greeted him frignd;ly;
some of the young ladies even say '"Willie, we are with yoﬁ; we
are behind you 100 pefcent". The men wure_eq?ally-as friendly,

=
We went into the office of R Miss Janice Edwardg) She is also

"
‘-—l—-—"-_-.'—--~
well known by Willie, and it became apparent from our conversation

that they had had considerable prior contact. (I had met-Miss Ed-
wards on m& first trip to Newark.} '

.Miss Edwards and Willie carried on a cponversation about
what had transpired the night before at the board meeting, when
he had moved to Qsd the monecy designated for the payment of
certain consultants Zor the purpose of Increasing the salaries

of some of the minor employees. This motion had been voted down

by the board.

.
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While at UCC, Willie introduced me ko Mr. Derck Winan;

he told me that he had already been intorvicwcd by Mr. Jones.
We stayed at UCC for practically one hour; Willie was busily
talking with many of the people there; including a gentleman
who runs the duplicating office. Willie spoke very highly of
him and all the material that he turns out,.and the fact that he
is not paid as much as some of the high-priced secretaries are
pgid. .

- We left the UCC, Miss Janis E&wards accompanied us. We
stopped by a real estate office.on Springfielé Avenue; one of
the places where, according to Willie, state police had shot up
with their shotguns and olher wéapons. Our purpose on this visit
was to secure some of the shells QQich had been shot into the
building and to confirm Willie's allegation that Negro establish-
menks had been shot up'during the disturbance by the state police.
He told me that the owner of this particular establishment could

identify the state policeman, and would give me a statement accozdixly.
He was no:.in, and we made arrangements to meet with him laterx,
GW@«WGTG*&ﬁEb&&ﬂ*WiIlie was unable to con£act the ownex }atef, S0
we did not secure a statement.)

As we were leaving this particular establishmcnt,:éfyoung
man raced across the street, calling to Willie, and Willie stopped,
went toward him to mect him out of my presence, and apparently he
was giving Willie some flyects to pass out. Willie, in turn, gave

him some additional flyers; the flyers that I mentioned earlier,




with respecet to Spina; and he stated as he was giving hin the
flyers, in my presence, "this is a fajr exchange". The young man
stated that he \\.'Duld.likc very much to meet with Willie at some
later date. Willie did not offer an ex plnnatlon as to the young
man's presence; nor did he offer me one of the flyers which came
to him. We then got into our car, and we decided we would go
eat. We passed the markqt which was closed by the demonstration;
the Kaplan Market; and Willie pointed it out to me, stating that
"the guy éot just what he deserved" and that he went out of
business. I indicate& to Willie that_I had heard that he merely
opened up business in another area of the city; Willie apparently
had no knowledge of this, and made no comment with respect to it.
Miss Idwards merely made the statement, really.

We continued on our journey, and as we passed ¢fqlfﬂo“Lt~

wdeakluthediemey.and-Twill-t «to'aescrLoG“Lne establ;suu ntyr
)--a Sty

<R-appoared Lo~ gCuCR<{beﬁﬁDIQOt;DAqulQLDWHﬂmﬂ‘hu%wﬁ on Clinton

p .
Cuosirs y 5 = :
Avenue on a corner street, but I do not know the name of the
street =- Wllllc stated that they were preparing to getl something

e Gt

started on ths _corner.when. Rev, West told him that he was necngu
“"-—_—-—-"'""'- e

in another part of the city. This was during the disturbance

i s e e e e

itself, and he 1ef“ the section -- this was just after a young
o e sl ““"‘-.______ -

man had becn shoL 11 Lhe doorway of this poxhituizy establishment,

S e S o g R

and he stated that Rev. West was quite nervous and upset; "you've

—

never seen a man's legs shake so in your whole life". West told

him that he was wanted on the other side of the city, because
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some of his guys were in trouble. He immediately went to.the
other side of the city, only to find they were not in trouble.
his was West's way of getting him out of this particular area.

This shooting had taken pilace at approximately 3:00 p.m. in the

ol 1S

a fternoon, and apparently, according to Willie, the officer who
did the shooting was standing near the body with a smoking weapon,
with no one asking any question as te why the young man had becen

shot. +Willie stafted that they were preparing to tear up that

building where he was shot. Miss Edwards interjected Yit was

e e e R el e i e s $ i i —im
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the police who shot him, and not the building'. Nevertheless,

Willie stated that they were going to take care of the building,
had it not been for West getting him away from the area by the
subterfuge of telling him that some of his fellows were in
trogble. ‘

We conﬁiﬁﬁed on our journey to the Bridge Club, and at
tﬁe yridge C;pb, we had dinner. -A number of people came, in;
all of them greeted Willie friendily.- A fellow by the name of
Dino, from UCC; he is connected with fhe Neighborhood Youth Corpe;
Mr. Blair came in, he greeted Willie; a number of other pegple;
Mr. Wadell also greected Willie, and Willie made the rounds while
he was thera;‘talking with people who were present. Later,

Al Brown came in and stated that he had just been over at the

.

lawyer's office who is defending LeRoi Jones. He further stated
that he expected the trial to end on Monday; the summation would
be made on Monday. Willie seemed very intersted in the outcome

of LeRol Jones' trial. The conversation while at the Bridge Club
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was pretty general; there were quite a few interzuplions by
people around, who either walked up to shale VWillie's hand or

to introduce themselves to Willie. Miss Edwards would ncedle

P AN ol

him by saying that she was amazed at ok e the people™s-
) : ;
Worshiﬁfﬁf hi@, and this cmbarrassed Willic somewhat. It appears
that Miss Edwards could get under.Willie's skin a little bit, in
that she continually would tcase him about his organization, the
'paople in it; bhow many people were in it; what kind of a plan
they.hadf and when he made statements such as he could show her
;gomcthing that would blow theltoP\of her head off, she would say
“"show this to me", and then when he appeared to be sexrious about
doing it, she would say, ihever mind, I don't want to see it,
Willie, forget about it". This ﬁind of conversation went on
throughout our stay together.
After leaving the Bridge Club, we wvisited a number of

night clubs in the ghetto, near or on Springfield Avenue. Where-
ever we went, Willie seemed to know people; he was greeted; he

talked w““h people. He introduced me to a couple of people;one

-.,___‘ ; e e
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a well-built Negro with a little moustache, he told me.that he

was a membel of CORE, that he was.out.in the rlots Wlhh two of

Fllllc s DlOuhGrS, Ike W

wnlle out Lhc1e LHaL he just decided that he would rhﬁlace a

= e,

faulty bedroom suite that he had bought; onec that had broken

down on the first night ‘of use. He said that he got himself a

.
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bedroom suite; all.thrcc parts. .I asked him "iow did yod carry
all three parts of the bedroom suite?" He stated, "Well, T
didn't really have all three parts, I only took two. I had to
buy one piecce'. It scemed from the conversation with him that
his primary objective was to replaée the broken-down bedroom
suite which he had purchased; and he continued to say that he
was out in the streets, "and wds_out there at night for the sole
'purposénof dqgng some looﬁing to get back at the man. This

-

young man scemed fairly intellig nt he told me that he had a
job; that he was working, ‘he was'just not one of the hangers-on
the’street. He was_fairly well dressed, and fairly articulate.

"Ie CQJ_ﬂ‘ﬂOL ﬂet 1nt0 any serious conversation because of the

G

_oq e 1ooting, cops running about; and the fact that he admitted

to taking items such as the bedroom suite gives some credence to

the fact that he was out on the street.

Willie then introduced me to another kid who is going to

[ S Rp—
Princeton; 19 years of age, a membezﬂgﬁﬂgﬁﬂc; who stated that he
== o=t .'_..____--'-‘_""_-’"-“

was not in Newark during the disturbance, nor was he on the

street, but he stated that Newark; the ghetto-has become much

more organized since the clsturba 1ce. As a matter of fact,; his

e CE———

group has become much more organized since the disturbance.
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Ji1lie would intruduce me to people, and then he would
Willie would intx i :
go back to the bar and sit with Janis Edwards; giving an appearnnce

el

of no fear of my talking to these individuals. According to him,

‘I 9.

it was his attempt to aid me in finding out what happened in
Newark during the disturbance.

We 10£L ths pﬂrtlculgr esthbllsnment and venL to another

establishment.wheses=Hilliorwasrgreelad, It said “For hcwburs Only”

—— i Sl b
e

on the outside of the door; we went in and Willie was greeted. Ile
introduccd* me to the proprietor, who told me that he lives outside

of Newarx itself, and the only way hu can Lccp Lﬁls placc open is

to make.payoffs“toﬁthe_police"dcpaggmgggigtc. Wll]lo passed out

at this particular establishment a large number of the Memos from
Willie Wright that he had bem cafrying around, and a young lady

to whom he gave them immediately started to pass them out to other
individuals who came into the escablishment. After we had been
there a short-while; two other gcnfbmgn came in; one had a striking
resemblance to Willie Wright. He was brown- sklnncd‘ a' little bit
taller, but had a great resemblance to Willie Wright. I noticed
him qlmosf immediately;_howevcr, I made ﬁo efforﬁ to meet him,

nor did I ask Wiilie who he was. He called Willie aside; he talked
with Willie, and the other gentlemen with him talked with Willie.
Later, we had a drink; we played the pinball machine, and Willie
appeared to be relaxing and enjoying himself. A statement was

made by Miss Edwards, “is this whére you go when you want to relax

and enjoy yourself", armd he said “Well, this is one of the plhces
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where I go'. 1 mi#hc add here that he had made the statement
earliexr, when we went over to the Bridege Club, that he didn't
care, it was meaningless (the Bridge Club) and he didn't care

- whether or not it was burned down. However, here in this parti-
cular establishment, as in the previous establishment, Willie
appeared to have taken on a more relaxed mood, and he scemed to
be enjoying himself much more. He was much easier to talk to,
And at this point I can't say whether or not it was all the 1iquof

we had been drinking or just that he was in a more familiar

=)

atposphere and he felt more at home; anyway, he was much more

relaxed. We played this kowling game on the bowling machine foxz*

P
e e

.:,Q’ -. ~ I s L ]
several gamasg jte made a considerable effort to beat Miss Edwards

at the bowling game. I noticed while he was playing the bowling
P" 1 ~',!‘\,“" g 1‘5_‘ &1_‘:_-:“__., P “}h‘w_e_ 3::'

game, his impaticence with:iskandifgZibewe playing a game; he would

push the 1little round éisc toward the bowling piné very rapidly;
as soon as it returned, he would fire.away again. I noticed a
little impatience in his personality throughout the night. As
he would 1gavc us from time to time to talk to people in the

establishment, Miss Edwards would say, "See, it's fantastic,

i A e v oo

really fantastic; people love that father image. -.You see how
: e YR _'____,_____--. SRR

stern he looks and acts? People just go for that, especially the

e R e s e 5 i e
women'. She made these statements throughout the night, she
I

s tated that you can always bet that Willie would never agree with

some of the statements being made by the people, and this was
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what the people liked in him the most; the fact that he had his
own opinions about subjects, and the fact that‘hc would épcak
his opinion, no matter what the people say =-- giving them this
father image.

| After we had been at this particular placa.ébout
45 minutes; aéout 30 minutes of this time thc.gentleman that I
mentioned who had a striking resemblance to Willie Wright was
also p%éscnt -- Willie called hiﬁ over and introduced him to me
as his brotHer Ike. Ike, according to Willie, was his blood
brother, a younger brother of Willié rather than an older brother.
He was with 5 man whom Willie also introduced to me only by first
name, and he stated that with Boyys like this around! that he
would never be afraid; that he found these guys following him
‘around. As they walked away, Willie stated that they had been
giving him some reprimand for'the fact that he had been gone all
day,-without'lettingfﬁ;ﬁ“know where he was. Willie stated that
1f you're going to be the director, you must be in ;cmplete com-
mand, and not be required to answer to anyone, Apparéﬁtlyz he
told them that he had been with me practicaily all day -- in good
company -- and he identified me to them, the fact that I was on
the Commission for Civil Disorders. He also introduced Miss
Janis Edwards to his brother; his brother stated tlat he had met
her before, and he took off his hat, and upon his tgking off his

hat, Miss Edwards recognized him,

We continued our stay at this particular establishment

for some time;playing the pinball machine, primarily because Willie
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scemed to be enjoying what he was doing; conversing with Che
people there and playing the machiues; we, dMiss Edwards and I,
had no control of the situation; we just waited on Willie.

Finally, Miss Edward.reached the point where she was really ready

to go, and she told Willie so, and he sort of rebelled at the idea
of leaving. I got the impression, maybe erronecously, that he
rebelled because ﬁiés Edwards sﬁggcsted that we go. She said that
the air in there was stifling; that she just had to get oult and

have some fresh air. Finlllyt after about 15 minutes more, we

»

departed. Miss Edwards and I left fixst; I helped hex in the

ot
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#, 1 should point out that
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car; a few minutes more and Willig_
Willie's brother and the gentleman who came in withhim left earlier,
Wiliic's brother saying "call me latexr on', and Willic said SRy
and he said "Well, if you don't call me, I'm going to call you

and wake you up." We then left this establiéhmcné; Willie wanted
to s£0ptby séveral others; we stopped in front of one establishment
Ind he mentioned the fact that several of the young people we saw
walking across the streets were addicts, and he stated that I
Yireally wsuld see sométhing" if I went on thcfnside. Miss Edwards
was very congérned that we would go and begin to stay and be even
longef -~ it was after i:OO a.m., at this time, and she was-==-—

seemed to be ready to go home. I was not too anxious to go inside

this particular place, either, and I suppose Willie saw a reluctance

interview". I suggested my hotel room; we had to go back to the



" Bridge Club to pick up my car. We drove there and I went over

t o pick up my car; Willie stated that he wanted to go iunto the

Bridge Club just to look around a couple of minutes, and he did,
he went in, and about five minutes later he came out. -1t was
. L;‘L
getting close to 2:00 a.m., and we journcd to the Robert Trect
s
Hotel. At the hotel we find out that I had already been checked

out, even though I had not formally checked out by paying the
Sittew ::.,ﬂ ; (L EEEre
bill. Willie became a 1littie %;‘#, #"How in the world can you
~ A
. LT ¢

- - - - “
check a man out'" he stated,"without Z man paying his bill? You

@6 black folks any kind of a way'". Miss Edwards cautioned him
and aske§ him to take it easy; ;here probably was a reason for
it; sure enough, there was a reason for it; I had not had an
abun&ance of bags, and when I left'I took everythiﬁg with me,

and they assumed iﬂat_l‘had checked out. The situation was under
control; I was immediately re-assigned to the same'room that I
had, we went upstairs and I pointed out to Willie that what I
nceded of him at this particular time was a profile on him, to

§ =
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aboﬁt him, primarily, more than anything else. Aﬁd
also I pointed out to him that I had a copy of a series ol
articles wriﬁtén by Bewie-=l iomax, and that I would ask him
some questioné based on this article. Miss Edwards appeared to
be very tired; she lay down on the bed in the hotel room and she

wnet to slecp very quickly. I commenced asking Willie the

following questions, and received the following answers:
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Q Where were you born?

A Albany, Georgia.

Q. How old are you?

A 35.

Q Do you have any sisters or brothers?

A I have six brothers, threec sisters. Four brothcrs.arei~-

Newark; two are self-employed; one is in the U.S. Navy; one is in
Detroit, Michigan. The one in Detroit-is employed;

Q' Where did you go to school? (Meaniqg elementary and

high school).

A. ‘Went to elementary schooi in Albany,lceorgia; high school
and junior school in Massilon, Ohio. (He also stated that he went
to high school in Albany, Georgia, so apparently they went back to
Albany to li&e_fdr.a_while.)

Q Have fou had ﬁny studies beyond.high school -- have you
_gonve to any schools beyond high school?

A 18 months of social studies; one year of criminal law
studies Whilg in the armed forces. Also taken some Japanese and
Korean courses. Also taken a correspondence course in sécial
science from New York University. From 194?_through 1950 he was
#n the armed services, with the quartermaster corps; anti-aircraft
corps, and the infantry during his stéy in the service. Left the
army a sergeant; a "three-striper", as he called it.
Willie stated that for tem ycars he had %cmn an engineer

with the Pennsylvania Railroad, and I asked him "This was up

until the time thatyou quit?", and he laughed and said "Quit? I
'3 2 [
- . ru- L
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never knew I had quit'. He stated that he had O e e

-
R¥eria B = 530 At
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that.he.had-sene the Pennsylvania Railroad asking theom for a

leave of absence, and that he had received a telegram from the
Pennsylvania Railroad requesting him to return his railroad

pass. The railroad company further stated that his activities
had not been in the best interest of the railroad. Ile stated
that he has not officially rcgigned from his job with the Peﬁngyl-
vania Railroad, nor has he returned the pass; because if he does
t hat, he will be unable to travel anyplace.

He.stated tha t he came to Newark in 1946 as a visitor
'é.nd.returncd after the Army, in 1950, to meake it his home. le
stated thﬁt he is married; he has four boys and onme girl, ranging
in ages from 16 to 4. I met Willie's 1l6-year old daughtef on a
previous occasién. His wife works, and I asked him, sort of
casually, ho§ did“she‘put up with his activities, and he said,
"Oh, we're makinﬁ it". That is the extent of his conversation
With-his wife.

At this point, I Began to ask Willie questions:. X

asked him first of all about his trip abroad. He said that he

had gone abroad around September 5 or 6, and returned September 26

or 28. He stated that while abroad he visited many socialist

countries, of which Czechoslovakia was one, and he stated that
he also visited Paris. I asked him who financed the trip, and
he told me "people in the peace movement financed the tripy plus
he used his own funds. I asked him specifically whéther or not

he went with Tom Hayden; he stated that Tom Hayden was a part of
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the group that went with him. He also stated Lo me that he
took with him a personal bodyguard, and of COUYSC, this body-
guard was Mr. Leon Moorce, vhom X had met previously. I asked
him what was the purpose of the trip, and he said it was to be
learning-type situation; I asked him if he was intcrested

in guerilla warfare, and he said "that, too; that and the fact

that we want to learn about other people". I asked him if he

-
-

had returned with Tom Haydén, he stated "No", he came back alone;
Hayden renmincd in the country and went to other countries.
.Willic did not idantify the other countries for me; however, I
would suspect that he meant possibly to Viet Nam or to Cuba.
I asked Willie point-blank whether or not he was a
Communist; he stated "I will answer this questién in this way,
without Lelling you whether or not I am a ComJunlst" He stated,

and I quote: "I w1lL make any k;nd of a commitment,-even with

the Devil himsglglﬁigwigymgaﬁsﬂbringing-about'meaningful change

for black pcople' for black people to enter the mainstream of

e i b e e S —

Amerlcan life. == be_ it _ COuﬁdnlSL, Socialist, or et cetera, ' The

.

supposedly Democratic process and the American way of lllc has

-

e - e

not proven to me, anqggﬁbkr.blacn_peqplgihphggnghgy_ggp_ggal

effectively with the change necessary to bring about conditions

e ——

favorable to black peoPIe." He would not elaborate on whether

or not he was a Communist, any further.

I then asked Willie whether or not there was sane kind
i

of network between black power advocates or militants around
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"Yes, there

He answered this question thusly:
The black

the country.
is a nelbwork resulting fLrom 400 yecars of oppression.
is going on to

brothers do consult with each other about what
and that if you want to

is the way he put

other black brothers around the ‘country,

call ..hlS hana Lwon.k,t.hclmcrc is a ncmoxk"
Bt i
I ;Lcn began to question Willie directly about Lewis -
I first asked him whether or not things mentioned

Lomax' article
by Lomax in his article were true. Willie stated that approxi-
I might add here

4=

mately 85 percent of Lomax' article was true.
at the Bridge Club; and T

that Willie had stated, while we were
did not include it earlier because it slipped my mind; that

Mr. Lomax was iIn town recently, under the auspices of the NAACP;

de o
Lne

that at the time. he was in town, he called him and told him;
apologized to him for some of the things which appeared in tl

]

;article; particularly the embarrassing things which appeared in
tion

the article. He stated that Lomax was concerned about the posi

that it put him in -~ meaning put Willie in -- he told Lomax
"never mind gbout it"; said it was not important; and that Lomax
offered to give him some money as a result because of -~ for

his interview -- but he stated that he refused to take any money

f from Lomax. He told Lomax however, "now is the time to pay up ==
] X .
f " since you are speaking for the NAACP, you have &n opportunity t@
t V i
take the other side of the coin", meaning that he ishow B attack
delivered a :

| _
! thie administration, ete. He stated that Lomax



blistering address against the admiﬂistrution, Spina and
cvéryhody clse; and that he told them that if anybody h&d any
questions to ask of him that he would be in his hotel. He said
‘
Lomax was in the process of clearing out of town as fast as he
could once he delivcged the address. He mentioned the Ifact thh
this occurred to Rev. West, who came in while we were uLeaont in
the Bridge Club. Rev. West -- this was earlier in the day when'
we were in the Bridge Club ---Rev. West stated tﬁat he paid the
. $7 to hear Lomax' adéress, and that he is not so_certain whethex
or not COpies_of the address were made, but he also would check
to sce whéther or not, and attempt to get copies for me. ¢I have
instructed a team who 1s to re- v1st the city to attempt to obtain
copies of I omay address before the hAACP )

Cont;au:nw now with the discussion of the Lomax article
with WLlLlL Ullgnt Willie stated that, as I mentioned above, that
85 percent of the article was true. I started out with the first

article -- the first thing iomax stated that Newark had become the
hub.of black power and revolutionary activity in America, and I
asked him if this was true, and he said He would assume it was

true, without elaborating more on it. As to whether or not black

e e e i e S e e

power revolutipmarics were in Detroit -- from Detroit were in

e s

e
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Newark when that city erupted in July, he stated “Absolutaly not,

_____ e 4 e A e e

tHeLc Were nohc However, he did say that there is a possibility

e i —— e e e .

1 = ——. -
that revoluulonarlcs from Newark were in Pceksklll \cu York, .and
: "'-—.—-_-- = i =y _".H-‘—_“_"_.—_"_--"-—M"‘-‘

New Haven, Connecticut as observors, whon those cities broke out,
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as Mr. Lomax' article states. Whﬁn we reached the question of
whether or not there was a cache of machineguns and carbines
resting in a Newark slums, he said, '"Yes, generally it is true."
He would say no to'the Plainfield carbines, but with respect to

the arms, yes. With a little coaching, he finally stated that

—

Loh“m had, in fact,.seen the amms,._ and thaL Lomﬂx was the only
other person outside of Newark who "will ever sece the arms."” .

Willie further stated that Iap Brouu did come Lo_

Ncwark in July. He also stated tla t thé Lomax article is tzue

when 1L says_| LhaL 25 black Lovolablonarncs £1om ha h;nnLoa came

up to hcwark fox advnue and ass 1stqnce; and there is no doubt in

his mlnd that black revolutionaries played a significant role in
the burning and looting and shooting in Newark. He states that
this was one of the very few times when he was unable to control
his pcople. Then he went into this bit that the Lomax article
referred-to one of the stages that the black revolutionaries
were planning on the very night that the riot occurred, further
to carry out their own plan of destruction in the city, and he
sort of'confirmed it when he said "well, I'll just referﬁyou

to what he says in the article itself’, rather than trying to
give me any detailﬁ%nformation. He didn't deny that this was
not so. He merely said "L'1l refer you to the article", and

I said, "Is that part of the article true', and he said, again
"I'11 just refer you to the article itself'. At another point

he began to give some detail as to how they had planned to take

e e U e !
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care of city hall, and that it was unfortunate that the cabbic

had to got into trouble and all the other cabbies came into the

afca: i E asf d.hnm why didn't they folbw thuuvh wilth their program,
even under these circuﬁstances, and he stated that he did not want
to get an& of his guys in trouble Wi?ﬁufﬁ?mPQ?@EEF_FhQ?P??rG’ they

alled it off; and you can imagine the frustration after somcthiﬁg
1ik c-thcL weeks of plamming, along with a dry run as to what they
were going to do.

Willie also stated that when I asked him about his vendetta

against the white man; according to Lomax, traced back from the

time that the ClLy took 18 blocks of ch01cc land from his grqulauuer,

Willie stated that it was -- he hesitated a while, and I thoughthe

was going to say it was untrue -= but then he came out W1Lh "it was

ol s et e i L

more than 18 acres; I ought to be sitting pretty right now, but I'm

___...__._.....-—-‘
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not, ”and it's Prlﬂarlly because thcy, in fact _took this land away

e o e - s At = ST

from his grandfather.
I asked Willie Wright the direct question whether or not he

was a front man, and he stated, and I quote: "Willie Wright is not

a front man for ényoné.? We discussed the a%ticle, generall&; we
discussed the part where the little boy came up to Mr. Lomax, and
Willie stated that Lomax almost dropped when he felt the bullet
under the 11 tle boy's skin. When I asked him about the staﬁement
in the article LhaL on the same night that the Smith incident

occurred, revolutionaries were planning to spread destruction along

Broad Street, Willie stated that he would have to refer me to the
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article for the answer to that particular question. He indicated

to me that the article was essentially correct, with xespect to this

aspect; in that there had been planning to cause some destruction on
Broad Street,‘primaril& with city hall, and that it was called off
wiaen the cabbies appeared on Broad Street for a demonstration. He
tated the reason it was called off was because they did not want
an§ of their fellow:arrested, and LHcy felt that they could not 4
¢arry out their plans with the area being congested with police and
othér personnel. He further stated that this was the first time that

he has been unable to control his people, in that the people in his

rganizatio havxﬂa been frustrated from carrying out their plans,
became kind of enraged and played an active role in arousing people
and telling them "why not go down to Springfield Averme and get
yourself some of the‘loot -- take part in it", and that people
responde :d very well to Lhelr efforts.,
Another interesting revelation was the fact that Willie stated

he brought Col. Husson and his two-man army into Yewark but that

N d o

el

Husson was a big fr aud an @ he descr bud a 81Luatlon whercby

Husson (Hussein?) was proven to him to be a big fraud. Husson was

in the headquarters located near the East Orange border and would
make telecshone calls, apparently to people all around the country,
and he would sit and talk to those persons. Willie stated that he

and some of his followers became a bit suspicious of what Husson

e e
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was doipg -and-in some way they.managed to make a telephone check

during Devbral of _the telephoqe cal;u. Husson would dial the
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number, leaving off the last digit, uﬁd of course he would not
rénchlauyonc, and he could ﬁit and talk on the telephone for minutes
on minutes, prctg;@ing to be carrying on 5 conversation with somcone
(uh! ﬂze.othﬁf-end. Willie said that after several occasions, he faced
lusson down with this, and told him what he had been doing; said he
was quite amazed, and from that mo&gng_pn, lusson went away with
the PlisWard Goowpe . e e
, I asked Willie whether or not his efforts were all preparafions

for the defense of the black people. He said when he started his

operation, that it was primarily for the defense of the black people,

. 5
but notihe thinks that his objectives must change; that he must begin

to motivate his pecople to gei them inveolved in what is going on. This
DidShe i AN e e S L i R

is the purpose for ‘the memorandums from Willie Wright, which, starting
with the wvne to Spinq, he will branch off with one to Adonézio, and
one with reépect to the County Courthouse. . Willie is also of the
opinion‘thgt is is not necessary to have the whole community organized

to follow him. He stated that every revolution in American history

——

has been started by a small number of people, and that he is now of

~—— e i

the opinion that a small number of people can bring about change if

e s e

they are determined aﬁd if they are‘properly prepgred.

1 asked Wil;ie Wxight the questién of whether or not ﬁe
expected to ﬁie, or did he tell Lomax that he expected to die before
the year is out; or that he doesn't wish to be saved. He stated that
he will not publicly refute fhis statement, although he does not

want to die and has no plans for dying, as a matter of fact. The



reason lie will not publicly rcfute this statement is that people
in his organization might zet the wrong impression, and that people

outside of the organization might not attribute the proper motivation

Willie descyibed the incident Wth _raspect to _the Molotov

o o s 8

cocktail vhich was thrown into the ofche of the Uroan Leaoue ‘as one

in which they were attempting to bring about recognition on the- phr*

of the nldcle class Nc~ro, thhg they had a part Lo play in ths

revolution.' W1L¢1e sald tha he realizes that what change has been

*

rought about, it will be people like those in the Urban League and

the NAACP; the middle class, educated people, who can make this thing
stick; make the role of the Negro in 3merica fﬂat-much greater,

In answer to the question wvhether .or not he has a rent-free
building; Willie statéd that he ﬁayg rent; and also, I must poont out

that when I talked with Rev. West, he stated that he collects rent

from Willie Wright.

-

Observations: Willie Wright is a 55 or 36 year old slightly—

built, dark-skinned Negro. He sports a heavy nustache and a beard.

e ———— e e i :

The beard was grotn aftgr the Newark dlsturbancc ' WllllL Wright

- e 2 e 10w

appa zen“ly has undc ‘gone a change subsequent to the Newark dis-

i i et b S I R e S et e il

turbances. He no longer is the irrational, bcreanlnﬁ mllltant of

old' hb stops; hc thnan ‘before he_speaks; and he has, as Miss

1

'Edwards pointed out has a father image .to many. .He does not disagree

e

with you just to be dlSaD reeing; he di agrees on a matter of principle

and he is always willing to state his reasons for disagreement. I°
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think the Lomax article is pretty credible; credible in the scnse

that Willie told most of the things attributed to him to Lomax;

however, whethex or not we should believe cach and chry item in

it is another question, since I get some kind of a feeling that the
organiz;tion is not as strong as Willie would like to represent,
nor is h. as.miliéant as he would like to represent, in the sense

that the organization has given up on change through the Democratic

process. I am under the impression that the organization would

Y e e e

very much like to create an atmosphere; an atmosphere which would

jusLiiy thc people in power saying that "we have no other alternative

1

except to brluc about change'. I am not convinced, however, that if

ST

chanve is not brought about, and if there is no effort at conversa-

tion between representatives of ﬁhg biack ghetto, the Willie Wrights

of Newark will in fact create an 1nc:dunt which will pull the rest

-

of the black people of Newark into the SluuaL101 bringing about

a confrontation between black and white, which can only result in

ﬂucn bloodshed; and I am further under the lmnrcssann that Willie

believes that this is the only way_meaningful change will come,

agéﬂghgg that is:in_the aftermath of bloodshed.
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Halloweon hag como and gong, L am hap
maneged to swevdve It without whelegale lootilng, riotlmg and blood-
shads Thum,; We 88 ga ligs, ho rumors of impending Bia
violenco which wore Chying thick and fast ovexr the pis? wﬁfRQHQQ
I oo nob supprisaeds © T predicted ail along ‘that o
.%ck paonle of Heowark iueo nob golng to pesemlt thomsslves Lo bo’

NANG 1rorea into stupld actiong, So, onte egain {to boywwr a

5
L39]

phvase Iwom politiclans) ®low end ordor™ have boen »ospecicd LY

et o

& A

the Black comnuRity.

T 3

£ - & - g5 A S e W rrL P B o i ERR N ey
Now, I feel PThat it is past Uinme for the politicel

L

loadoers to shoﬁ gong 1eapect for the, L¢awﬂ-tOWmunitya Aol thoy
com boegin by assigning Hewark!s lons Black police capiain Lo
tho comuand of & peceinct, This wlll shew ot least some indiche
tion thal the powef sbtructure 13 wanuinely intervested in Inproving

ths lmage of its poliice davxfthno : :
(%= -

" Last weck T guggested to Police Direstor Spius that

s
3t would bo in the bedt intsrest of Nowark's Black ma jority Lov

liams frowm his present public ralations

hizi to wemove Capbain Wil

job, end put him N s police statlon whore he will bo &ccessible
to the psople who nood most to sed hiw, Such & move would &lso
dispal the suspiclona harbored by hany Blsclk citizons, that th
City sdmlnisvration g catoring to thoss white pollce ofificers

A - A P e Al W Al e e B
who wovld renent taking oxdsws from o Black superior.
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itants and moderates

Today's article

community. =

. Louis E. Lomax, recognized os one of the nation's most
perceptive Negro journaiists, came to
the city’s black power structure.

The author of “The Reluctant African’ and Thﬁ Negro
Lomax enjoys the confidence of both Negro mil-
A resident of California, he is in-
. timate with the problems of Watts; and before coming to

Newark, he investigatzd the riot:tern situation in Dztroit.
is the first in a series basad on his

Interviews with more than 100 persons in Newark's Negro

ework to look into

Wlllle \JVrig"'tt' center, talks to Lrws lr:m:w l=ft, end Charles .-\a‘l ;',

chclrn'm of UCC Areﬂ Bﬁcrd ]

By LOUIS E. LOMAX

* -Newark has become {he hub of hlack
pawer and revolutionary activity in
ularly along the East
-Coast and the Mid-W est,

o Black’ power 1cvolutmaarl from
Detroit were -in Newark when that cily
etupted in Iul} They departed for their
-hometown to aid in carrying out an even
greater holoccaust.

o Revolutionaries from Newark
were in Peskskill, N.Y., and New
Haven, Conn., as *“observers” when
those cities broke wiih riots: The same
is true for Syracuse, N.Y.

o Not only were Newark's black
revolutionzries in Plainfield whan that
city erupted but there was a direct con-
nection batween the arms stolen in
Plainfie'd and the cachs of machine
guns znd carbines now resting in a

1\&:“4" slum basement. -

© Black power militant H. Rap
Brown.m z clandastine visit to New-

ark shortly befvre he was arrested on’

un chazzge in New York, Much
r_!n ormined and l2ss
% revolutionaries In

a federal gu

soberer, mera
fla.m.n ant bl
\‘\ Yar I:\Lh

acs
1 - - -
wed Bros

5 all hut ludicrous

o

v fac carvying the

in the natinn. Just last week a caravan
* of 23 black revolutionaries from 1
ington, D.C., motored to NewarX's biack
power heéadquaciers along South “Sixth
treet for “advice and assistance.”

--Needless to report, Newark's black
revolutionaries plaved a significant role
in the burning, lmtng and snoof ing that
scarred theic own town. They are, of
cotrse, actively planning another rebel-
lion.

The ceniral figure recently emerged
in the biack revolutionary activity. He
is Willie Wright. There is soma air of
mystery aboit W right .and thera ace
those who bzlieve he is a front man for
others behind the scenes. Bul whalever
the case, he is the visible and --"’l’"ulﬁv"
* figure.

A 36-year-old college drop-out, ‘»";13»1'
has carried a vendetta against the wa
man thal traces back fo the time tn
city fathers of Albany, Ga., ook 18 cn
blocks of choice l'md fmfn his grand-
father 20 years befor2 Willis was zora.

Vright*is employed as an enginser
with the Pennsylvania Railroad but has
not reported for work in weeks. His
emp’a,‘ -. have no‘. callad him} he has
oot callea them. He doss not know if he
still h‘s 2| ,h hz, dnes not care. Wil

Hitiona

= onmle
o flu‘b

—
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a2ine "kind. of

wctivity. :

This is the paltern:
many Amcrican cilies, i3 arming-riseli
with  anti-riot E‘:;’dipi.]u., u.clvr_h:rf
armored vehicles; the Negro revolw
tionaries are arminz fhemselves with
machine guns, carbines, hand grenadss
and small cannon. 1t is almost certain

plask roevelidionary

Newai ite

- that another uprising would bring ahout
“a type of white-black confrontation that

has heen zbsent from the scores of
-. ghetlo explosions in the p"{st thlee
s years.

-EXCEPTIONAL UNITY

Moreover — and in this, Newark is

‘somewhat of an exception — the Nawark

] munity, regardiess of class
black comununily, regardiess of class,

- exhibits a unity of thought and support

.unparalleled in recent Negro. history.

. One does not have fo dig very dezp
into Newark’s black skins to verify

oz g e

. happened fo Newark. Now

Mrs Berthc -S‘uppiey .i\o |tsno;‘
' over'

= “these facts. The cilizens of the g'neilé

literally explode with anger, despair and
information, So poised and reserved a
man as James A. Pawley, the 2-year-
old execulive director of the Essax
*Urban League, uttered the same words
that are being shouted by the wild-eyed
revolutionaries:

* “T must say,” he told me, “that the
recent riol was the best thing that ever
a&be sonie
of the things that should have been done
years ago will gat dorm I don't con Jo.:e
riots, but I rust sav, rezardless of the
cost, it is good for \m.a. that the riot
happﬂr’ed."

_ “Hell no!" he fired back when I
asked if he felt that the riot was over.
“No, it is not over, Not r'w.g nas change
for the bettar. Matler of fact, things are

worse. The change is ye! +0 bf‘"'r1 i

“0f course it is not over,’ Sali& Car-
roll, president of Newark NAACP and
a court-room aidz to the county sheriff,
said. "One stupid move and here we go
again.’

“No, brother, no, it is rot over tet "
said the Reverend Levin West, 2.
}ea;-o.d Reformed Church ruustu in
the ghzito, “It is a long way from being
over.”

“Over like hal"
Rertha Shippler, 2 m
Board 2 of the poverts

tion (UAAA).

Sy

district l(“."in_l in the Cenlral Ward. “\o
it's not over.” N

* MILITARY CONFRONTATION

The loudest, clearest voice of them

all is that of Willia Wright, the president -

-of the United Afro-American Associa-
Wright proudly admits
that he is an out-and-out revolutionary,
thal he has no {aith in the justicz of the
“white man’s system.” He sess no way
out for the ghetlo masses other than.a
direct military confrontation , with
“whil c}

“Look,” Wright said cahnh', “some

30 or more of our black brothers and
_sisters are dead. They must get
.avenged.” :

"‘*a'u" 1,500 of our black brothers
and sisters are in jail or undar md1ct
ment. They must be given amnesty.”

Two hours after Willie Wright made
these comments to me ha addressed
some 200 people atlending a mesting of
the trustee board of tha United Com-
~muaity Corporation (UCC).

“Yes, I called for black men in
Newark to arm fnemselves,” Wright
told his fallow trustees, “Now I want to
add to that; I say e saculd arm our-
selves with cannons, machine guns,
bazookas, anything -we can gel cur

" hands cn. And if you don't know how
to gat some heavy weapans, call my

ofiice and I will tell you where to go
and how fo gat them!”

Not only did the paople chear — save
for the few white members of the beard,
tnat is - but they voled unanimously to
keep \".’r‘ﬂh' on the board daspite the
fact that the Onc* oL Economiz Cp-
poriu (OFO} issuad
hirnt that all p..‘.c'rf)_ fupds to
“‘G"I:I ba cut off I Wr
ramoved.

"}I-J.“.-z;.'," a weman board memies

veilad
’ ol

REGEE g : Photos by David P;.uf-"r :
Arthur Bey fills out report after tour behind redio cars with Community
B[ack Patrol ¢

whispered to me, “I ain't always been
with Willie but I sure Ged am with him
now.’

This unprecedenied black unity wa
forge al fours of the JUIY
uprising. Dnlhc their Detroit brothers,
the Newark looters and arsonists sys-
tematically spared every Negro-owned
business. Then the stale police came in
the night and fired bullets through the
windows of Negro stores and shops in
the area. ;

-“T respect law and order,”” a Negro
barber szid fo me as we toured his
bullet-ridden shop, *buf now thal the
police have turned out to be just as law- °
less as the looters — if not more so — I
have to join the black power people.
They are the only prmection I have.
These policemen shot up my pluce for
no reason at all."

“Yes, I saw them do it,” he rephcd
in answer fo a question. “I live rigit
upstairs over the shap. I peeped out of
the window when I heard the shots. Thay
siarted firing from across the street.
Then the'y gnf out of the car, came over
here, busted my window with the butts
of t_he:r guns; then they broke in the
door and entered. Yes, 1 saw them do
it. I got their license number,

“Look, brother,” he continued, “I'm
a veteran; I'm active in thz .\merica:-.

Legion. That picture over there on the’

wall shows vau that I am a co'or bearer.
I haven't fired a gun since I lzit the
Army. But I'm read_v now, The next

‘time I'm geing to leave some dead

white ceps in the streel.”
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Thrs is the second in a series of articles by
noted Negro. journalist Louis E. Lomax on
block revolutionories’ in Nﬂwcrk S

a

B;. LOUIS E. LOMAX

There has been heated debate across
the nation over the tvelationship between
the poverty program and the ghetto
uprisings. Newark offers a classic study
of this issue.

The United Community Corporation
(UCC) plans and directs the funding of
all poverty programs in Newark. The
final decisions for UCC are made by 2

93-member board of trustees, three .

fourths of whom are Negroes. Following
the federal guideline that poverty pro-
grams must have “maximum partici-
pation of the poor,” the Newark board
is inevitably made up of people who feel
they have been deeply wronged by
society. They are openly suspicious of
what they call “the system™ and *‘the
establishment.” They are not all black
power _advocates and _revolutionaries.
But they lend an affivmative ear to what
the revolutionaries are- samVT“ruf
fhem are apt to publicly denounce what
the revolutionaries are doing. Further,
the key revolutionaries in Newark are
themselves members of the UCC board
of trustees.

IGNORED OEO

Willie Wright, the black power
potentate, ot only is a member of the
board, but has served as 1ls flrst irst_vice
prealdent

A Negro businesswoman \\«ho offered
Willie an alibi if he needed one is a
member of the board. :

Charles Mayberry, a semi-retired
packing-house worker who said the riot
was the same kind of understaadable
activity the labor movement emplayed
years ago, is 2 member of the board.

. The Reverend Levin West‘ who has
yet to condemn the rict, is also 2 mem-
ber of the board.

Timothy Still, one of the Negro lead-"
ers who attempted to disperse the crowd
before the riot, is presidant.

And Oliver Lotion, the lawyer now
handling the case of cabbia John Smith
and scores of others arvested during the
uprising, is not only a member of the
board, but the director of the UCC
Neighborhood Legal Servicss, ’

The relationship between the UCC
and the revolutionary movement fakes
-severai forms and is visible on as mauy
levels, o it .

Phata by Sid Prestwick

“Timothy Still, UCC president, chats

with John Aponte at the Hayes
Homes

First there is the level of policy
making. Seldom has Willis Wright failed
to carry the vote on an important policy
issue. During the third week in August,
more than a month after the uprising,

the UCC board met in & white heat and

did the followi ing:

o They unanimousiy voted to ignofe
the Oifice of Economic OCpportunity's
suggestion that Wright be suspended

from the board bacause of his inflam-

matory statemeats. More, they cheered
when Wright restated his call for
Negroes to take up arms and then went
on to.say that black men should arm
themsalves with heavy weapans —
machine guns, cannons, carbires, bazoo-

. {Please turn to Page £)
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-and fan out through the ghetto;
" wore black helmels marked YCRP

B e A
- hungry?”

morning,

And a litle Jlpear-ld black boy

“ eame roaring down “Qivth Stroet e his

< bike. “Mr. ‘nrlf' i, ha y -‘li :l o\
N

“Mamma wanls to see )gu

“This boy was shot during the rebel-
lion,” Wiliie said to me. “Show Mr.
Lomax your arm.” The lad took off his
shict. The bullet had gone tavough his
Jeft arm near the elbow and lodged in
the skin of his chest.

“You can feel the bullet if you want
* to, ‘mister,” the boy said to me. “It's
stilk in there. They told me at the
_ hospital to come back after school
" starts and they will take it out.”

1 felt the bullet sealed in the child’s
skin : _ _
© L SMr. Wright,” the boy insisted,
“Mama wants to see you; she wanis
you to come tell har what to do about
this here bullet in'me.”

It was. long after twilight in New: ark
“Go home and get some sleep, son,”
Willie Wright said. “Tell your mother
‘T'Il be there. I'll tell her what to do
about the bullet, what to do about every
+-damn thing else that is wrong in this
f:!thy -rotten town

'ND SLEEP = S

The boy went home to his muother
and to sleep. But Willie Wright did not
sleep that night. Instead, his office was

a hive of revolulwnal) uclmty _

"¢ A Negro gir] from Cleveland
walked in saying she had just arrived
by bus. She was once a worker for
CORE, but things are now dead in

"Cleveland and she wanted to come to

Newark, “where the action is.” Willie
Wright put her to work, {yping anti-
white leaflets.

o A 19-year- -old high school drop-
out, a youth now studying to be a buteh-
er bu' with the soul of a poet, rushed in

" to read his latest ode to the revolution.

© _An unwed mother of four gathered

‘the revolutionaries around her to read

an essay she had written called “How to
Apply the Teachings of Maleolm X to
“the Irumediate Destruction of the White
Man,”

Then a squad of youths, all between
14 and 19 began to Jeave Wright's office
they

Community Black Patrol. Their assign-
ment was to follow the police, to report
every half hour and record evidence
when the police abusad black citizens.

It was about then that the toHIIy un-
organized gatherinz of revolutionarie
settled down to a two- hour discussion of
Maleolm X's thoughts, how to imple-
ment tne words and dreams of their
patron saint.

“IT’S THE SYSTEM

A woman walked in and said sha and
her three children were hungry, Willie
Wright saw to it thal she was fed. But
b:.tore she sat down to eat Wright asked
ker, “Do you know why you are

The woman dida't know, except f
say that she dida’t have a job, that sI
had nat yet been certified (or welfare.'

“It's the system,” Wright t;ulght her;
“The white man's system. He put it
together this way to make sure black
people go hungry.” b

Then Willie Wright turn *f[ tn me.
“This is. why we can't dot al
peopte rebuild thoir store
and gouse; they keep our
ingev."
it was

-| ".h

- pame in and reported that the

s = : - il

; r.x‘:"

s i A

Lass
The Rev. Levin

-Phata b; S-. Pre 'w..n:
B. West goes over a program with younger members of

. his congregation

such a moment. The only salvation Is

flight.

white
man was not abusing black men that 1
night. The small fan in the office failed And as my cab made its way do T
to stave off the heat and the tolal - ‘Springfield Avenue toward my ho'el
tense involvement of the revolutionaries e passed a store that had been entered
polluted the air with a moral smog that 3
was unbaarable. Shovtly after 2:30 a .
wild discussion eruptad over the relative
merits of Mao Tse-tung, }.'mcolm X and
Jomn Kanyatia. .

The small rooin
Wrisht's coffice - w

TOMORROW:

The interlocking directorate

ltlle

that s

and dost m-.u.I d iring ‘n‘ riot. The place
3o 3 !1 ¢
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get jobs working directly with the
poverty program ceatral office by first
" contacting certain black power advo-

cates. The relationship seems to be that *

of a ward heeler who can obtain city
~ jobs for people in return for their poli-
tical loyally.

This also applies to people uho work:
on slale and federal projects in the
ghetto itself. After all, Mrs. Bertha
Shippley, who said the riot should have
happened a long tunc 2g0, is not only a

d:s‘trlct leader in the (‘cntreI W aul but
she works as a first-aid attendant at the
Ha}f:é Park "West swimming pool, a
county, state, and federally funded .
project. There are also facts like these:
Olen Bradley, 32, and Tommey
* Rudolph, 22, are director and.assistant’
director respectively of a play street;
project funded by the poverty program.;
This program was run jointly with the
Newark Police Athletic League until the
PAL dropped its smnsm-ship last week.
Bradley was arrested during the upris- -
ing and eharged with looting and receiv-
ing stolen goods.
arrested during the
charged with assault

and batlery,
resisting- arrest

and disturbing . the

peace. Both men deny the charge. |

Bradley insists he was simply standing
on the streets watching the looting when
the police came along, arrested him,
and then insisted that he pick up looted
goods lying on the ground and confess -
that he did the looting. Rudolph, a six-
foot-four, 200-pound fullback who is now’
in_the process of transferring from =

TOMORR ow t

o ‘Bigger and Deiter’ riots .

st
I3
v

el

Virginia State College to Michigan State
on a football scholarship, declares that.
he was outside the riol area attempting
to cash his paycheck when the police .
arrested him for no reason whatsoever. .-
“Charles McCray, an employe of the.
UCC central staff, was arrested alonv
~='with Leroi ‘Jones, the black power ylav'
wright, and charced with illegal posses-
sion of firearms. Evary evidence is that
residents of a Negro block called police
and réported that two men were riding
=7 through  their ‘street firing pistol shots—
from the window of a \’nlka.sagen. The
-, police set up a roadblock that netted’
McCray and Jones in a Volkswagen,
There are those who char've that,
_ facilities of the UCC are being lIaCd to
mimeograph material for the black
power group and that UCC workers are
¢ using gmernme':t telephones to urge
citizans to sign a petition calling for -
general amnnat;r for those arrested
during the riot. These charges will be
all but impossible to dtaprme For there .
must be some explanation for the
memorandum issued by Donald Wen-.
dell, the acting director of the UCC, say-:
ing that UCC workers are fr)'h1dd°n to.

use work time and poverty pro«tam
facﬂ;tie for such activity. i
BACKLASH AGAINST UCC i

It is afso true that the UCC is
weathering a tremendous backlash from :
the riot. Mrs, Rens Stark, who is~
charged with obtaining on-the-job train-
ing for unemployed phoplh who come -
into the UCC ofiice, told me that white
businessmen all but spit epithets at her
&vhen”.she ,asks. them ta hize and-tral HEe
Negro workers. “Why should T hira them

Rudolph was also ",
rebellion "and .-

Nor :s th:s all. Donald WchcII to pﬁrt
it mildly, is boiling mad because of the
trealment he received at the hands of
the poverty program area directors in
New York and the top poverty officials
in Washington during the Willie Wright
controversy.

The blunt summary is that it is all '
but impossible to assemble a governing

body of the Negro poor w ithout embrac.

ing those who are so disillusioned that
they no longer have faith in fhé Ameri- -

. can way ot’ life. There is not a formal !

organization tie “between _“the poverty.
program in Newark and the black power
advocates. They are interlocking rela-
tionships. There is in Newark, and in
every other major American cily as
well,.a kinship of irrational anguish be-
tween black power advocaies and those
who work for the poverty program. Thay
will do whatever they can, with what-
ever public or private facilities at their
command, to aid what they deem to be
-a black-oriented cause. It is the kind of ____
silent and posmful unity e\mb ted when
Negroes call each other “brother.” 'It
is the kind of ghetto dynamics Dr.
Nathan Wright describes when he says,
“America has driven Negroes crazy.
Now they want to indict us for sedition
when we do crazy things.”

f-m th ¥ can burn down my place from
'-'d“. rather than h?.n_ to pal
i"the genzral reaction Mrs.

b
[
ST" =

ars

m o

Wright said any bl
fnow where to. fh & aris
call his office and he \osfi give

 immediate aid in thei ‘mL.. nobody
blinked. After all any'u:,\:iy wito hnows
anything about the black communiiy of
Newark also knows that such heavy
arms are cached in the ghetlo and
rcady for distribution.

o Then, even to my '1:1‘.":1‘:'!11..111
the board goted Wright's resolution that
the board go on record as calling for
_city and state officials to give general
‘amnesly to “all of our black brothers
and sisters arzeated during the rebel-

lion.”
This last motion was carried by a
five-vole margin, 22 to 17, but the

debate on the motion as well as an
“analysis of the final voles reveal
_volumes.

. Altorney Oliver Lofton made an im-
passioned “law and order"” speech
against the motion. He will be forgiven
by the revolutionaries because they
realize he must act out a law-and-order
role in the courts.

Walter Dawkins, the fiery director
of a federally funded “uplift” program

; called “Blazer,” also opposed the motion
on the ground that its passage would
mean all poverty money for Newark
would be cut off. Dawkins raised his
first funds with the aid of Willie Wright
long before the poverty prozram went
into effect, He will not be Eorgiwn.

The Reverend Levin West, the clergy-
man who sat on his porch and saw lool-
ers returning home, laden with ill-gotte:
gain, spake and voted agains tr.e
motion. He will be forgiven. After all,
his church owns the building that houses
Willie Wright’s rent-free ofiice.

Kenneth Gibson, 2 Negro and former
candidale for mayor of Newark, voled

i against the motion for general amnesty.
He will not be forgiven.
WHITES FRIGHTENED

Thomas Edwards, the Nezro business

agent for the all- black Asphalt Workers

Union Local 699, also voted against the

motion. He will not be forgiven.

“Equally revealing was the imipas-
sioned and nervous speech against the
amnesty niotion dalivered by Edward

A. Kirk, an “admitted” white Anglo-

Saxon Protestant. “I know vou, Willie

Wright,” he said, his face flushing. “I

like you; buf the truth is white people

are frightened by you. Thev are afraid

you are out to burn this fown down. I
", cannot support this motion for amneaty.”

But when ths role was callad,

Edward Kirk, like most of the white

board members and some of the Nc-

groes, absfained. Thus it was that

city-wide poverty board that dpn.uﬁd
upsyards of §2 mitlion in tax money wen!
- on record asking a gensral amnesty for
all of those arrested during the Newari
uprising, somie of who are indisputabls
guilty. And they all sat silent as Willi

Wright attacked Lyndon Johnson an

Sargent Shriver as ‘carpaet baggers.”

Another level of involvemen: bsiwes:
the poverty program and the blac!
power advocates relates to employoen

— who will get jobs with the local pro

gram, and which programs will ge

funded. The local leader of the povert;
program in Nashville, Tenn., appears
before a recent Senmate heoaring an
swore that a black’ nativaalist scho:

Hrpmtrgnaraiing inhis-taw,

"_poverty pm;ram mo

P home only to discover

knaw whal was goin
in qu
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(_Cor‘.!i:u:cd from Page One) '

one must set down the facts of pre-riot
e Newark, tha truth about the riot ilself,
. and then examine what has occurred in
its wake, ?

YTHNICS GROUPS

-As to pre-riof Newark one only has,
to list all the grievances of ghettoes
across the nation—housing, joblessness,
political powerlessness, ‘pohce bu.tallty
Unlike the other ghello risings that
have enflamed the nation, the Newark
equation involves a direct confrontation
belween two. distinet ethnic groups
within the Amecrican society, the® Ne-
groes and the Italians.

¥1 recoc'nucd the Italian cop who ar-
rested me,” Negro playwright Leroi
Jones said to me . told hir I knew
him from high school; he called me a
*black nigger animal’ and busted me on

~ fhe side of my head. I know the
: wop S.0.B., we were classmates. But
this z2in’t nothing new, man,” he went

. on. “We been in a—kicking fight with
these wop cals for years. These wop
mothers took this {own from the Irish;
now, baby, we going to takc 1t frorn
lhnmlﬂ

EVERYONE KNEW

to explode. Only a few of the trusted
revolutionaries knew whon, where, and

ow. Certain hard facts can be reported
without violating . confidences of those
who wish their revolution to be reported
provided -nzmes and activities which
toc'lﬂd lzad to criminal arrests are omlt
e

Everybody knew Newark was going

g t
'I:lf t;»lf--\f :;0 .i %' !
§AS Sde 0 4 dixs

Phaoto by JO"M G-Sa?-‘l

z Counulmcn Calvin West [vnght) tours Ne.vark with NAACP president
Roy Wilkins

o At least two months before the riot
errupted, revelutisnaries from outside
Newark came to town and shared cer-
tain pre-revolutionary chorss with the
Newark group. One Negto political lead-
er spotted the strangers during several
public meetings that were called to de-
bate the controversial urban renswal

“ program. Alarmed by the presence and

activities of the strangers, the Nagro of
ficial prepared a detailed statenment
names and dates, which hz gave {o Po
lice Director Dominick A. Spina. Hz, It
turn, fired off a'six-page telegram to al
major state and local officials in whick
he detailed his fears that Newark was
“about o erupt.
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Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
,in chair at conference onnouncing a work- sh na
‘peace-in’ to be held Oct. 21-22 at the |
Washington to protest the Vietnem war.
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o Spina was more correct than even
he knew. The riol was scheduled to oc-
cur-—and this will go recorded as one of
the ironics of modern American history
—on the very night it did take place, but
at a different location and at a difforent
time, The plan, to put it bluntly, was to

“spread destruction along Broad Streef.

The thinking was that the police would
be so concenfrated dewntown—that the
_looters, and this is one of the key ele-
" ments in the revolutionary scheme,
would be able to carry out an unham-
pered rape of stores along the Negro

_sections of Springfield Avenue.

The plan was actually in motion,
revolutionaries were already on Broad
Street initiating the first phase of the

scheme when Negro cab driver John

William Smith got himself involved in
a fracas with the police at a point some
three miles from Broad Sireet. Smith
was carried info the pelice station un-
der conditions that ceaused alarined
Negro onlookers to spread the word that
he had been killed by the police. Other
Negro cabbies gol the word and used
their radios to call upon all Negro cab
drivers to come to Broad Sireet for a
demonstration. Negro cabbies arrived
along Broad Street in droves; so did the
police. This sudden and unexplained ac-
tivity on Broad Street caused the-revo-
lutionaries to abandon their plans and

* flee to the security of the ghetto

.

o By then angry Negro citizens,
most of them with no knowledge of what
was actually occurring, took matiers
into their own hands. The initial confron-
tation between the police and black peo-
ple was spontancous, Even the leaders
of the revolution stood in amazement as
people began to pelt the police station
house with rocks and fire bombs. The
revolutionaries had only to urge on the

' anger, give it a sense of direction and

leadership, The result was thr. four days
of rioting.

o A few Negro leaders attempted

_to.disperse and’calm_the crowd. during.

the initial stages of the uprising, It is
doubtful that they could have succeeded.
Even so, they abandoned their efforis
after the police came out of the station
house when the crowd failed to disperse.

NAACP Presidznt Sale €arrol was
in Boston for her organization’s national
convention when the riot erupted. “I
thought of coming home,"” she said. ‘‘But
I knew the people would not Ihten to me.
There was nothing I could do.”

“I was also in Boston,” Councilinan
West said. “I talked with my deputy and
I considered coming home the first night
of the riot. But even if T had come, the
people would not have listened to me.
1 did come home on Friday (thz third
night of the uprising) and I did what I

could. But I would not have been able .

" to stop what happened.”

—

" Irvine Turner, Newark's other Nezro
councilman, was ill when the' riot oc-
curred and did not appear in the streels.
1 went to Turner's office in the ghstto
hoping to get his comments. The oifice
was closed; no one was there, -
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a-o by Sid Preshwick
Sally Carroll ot her cas& in Newark

NAACP heaZ

guarters

"Hone}. vou frying to find Tutnn*""
a Negro woman “ho lives next door
asked me. When I told her I was indeed
looking for the councilman, his constit-
uent allowed this:
' “I-Ie ain't there;
sham.”

.But there are tho:e who feel that

that office is a

WASHINGTON (UPI)—The Air Na-
tional Guard has ordered 40 of its big
transport planes on standby alert for
anti-riot duty, it was disclosed yester-
day. Meanwhile, some stafe Air Nation-
al Guard cominands are making anti-
riot plans of their own.

The Guard has ordered restricied
duty for the transport planes—mostly
C121 Constellations and C97 Strato-
cruisers capable of carrying 100 men
each—to assure prompt movement of
Army National Guardsmen from sum-
mer training camps if they are
needed to put down civil

An Air National Guard spokesman,
in revealing the natiomwide plan, “said
the order was'cated Auz. 14 and will re-
main in effect until the Army Na-
tional Guard's 17-day summer ttanmrr
sessions end next month,

The spokcsmm said most of the Alr
Guard’s 25 troop transport group ware
ordered to place two planes and tiwo
crews each on a 12-hour alert hasis, out
the 40-plane plan is for use gnly on or-
ders from national headquarters,

disorder. )

Newark's Negroes had stru'r' leadep-
ship, for good or for bad, during the up-
rising. “When the riot rcaﬂy gol going,”
one of Newark's wealthicst and bast
known Negro business women leld mc.
“T called Willie Wright. When I found
oul what was going on I felt Willia mizght
need an alibi; T am not a black power
advocate, but I knew somebody was
giving direction to this thinz. I called
Willie ard told him that i he resded an
alibi, I would swear that he was in my
home visiting with me and my famlily
when the riot occurred. As I told you,”
she concluded, “I am not a black power
advocate; but if Willie needad an alibl,
I was \-.nlirg to risk everything to glve
him one:” A

Willie Wright was on the streels, In
the vicinity -of the police station :7&3.
the confrontation between'the psople and
the police exploded into a riot, T Insisted
that Willie Wright give me a stateman
for the record.

“Of course I didn't do 15,” Wrizht
said as he flashed a big sml.-, his rol.i
front tfooth reflecting the glow of &
Springfield Avenue street lizht, “But,”
he added, “this is not to say that all of
what ha;‘pcn d was unplannad, without
direction and ]eadr'rsmp.

It can also be reported that Newark's
revolutionaries  were congratulaiing
themselves for having staged the bizzest
ghetlo revolt to date Then, as ons of
the top leaders of the rebeliicn put it
some of the out-of-town revolutlonariss
emplaned for Delroit where they helped
set off a hoiocaust thal made Newark's
uprising look like 2 tea party,

REVIEW MISTAKES?

But even the revolutionaries admit

it was quite a tea party; they bemoan
the fact that the desiruction occurred
in the Nezro community rathzr than et
the seat of white economic power c.ICI.;__,
Broad Srect as planned. By sifiing the
ashes the revolutionaries are discover-
ing their mistakes, they are Instiluiing
plans designed to make certain thal
TOMORROW:

The enguishad {ualcﬂue

L ]

these errors do not recur. If there Is !o'

be a fire yet another time in Newar

the revoluiionaries will hava the sn.p;o:t
of normally responsible Negro busingss-
men who are enraged almost to the

. point of paranoia bscause, according to

them, S:iate Police deliberately and
without reason riddled with builsts and
then ransacked their shops.

I doubt one could persuade a siagle
Negro of influence in Newark fo mount
a ghetto 'plaiform and tell tha people
that the first riot was wrong, that they
should rot do it again,

And the whits man who is now tour-
ing Newark's Negro ghetfo, blarinz
from a }c-udspcafxe: mounted on a car
taat the police are the friends of tha pzo-
ple, that the people should support law
and order as well as their local police,
is viewed by the black massss as the
funniest white-face minsirel of the c20-
tury. '
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Iy LOUIS E. LOMAX

In Newark, one Leavs few voices of

Nearo dissent  concerning the “black .

sevoltition” and these veices turn out lo
Ay «d and apologetic. :

“] .gay the riot was wrong,” NAACP ~

'.':er\' President Sally Carrol -said.
al’;u" "'-)Dua. the r..‘)LL. ‘e of black-
and-winiie .nCCll-'i and ]u.AG.aSndpS in
i town, I t..m'r: We cah correct the

Y ot Thrgeew 12111
evils  wilhiout Dburning, killing, and
Pt "
[ﬂu i 1‘"
T

Wn 'i"‘],\_, s r\.\l for a .0“0 momens

il pazed inlo her cocktail, “But, on -

ihe oiher hand,” she added, pensively,
*“we of the NAACP have been uy'nrf {o
o that ferr 50 vears, haven't we? And
nothing has happened.”

Calvin West, Negro councilman-al-
lavee, ultered the loudest and strongest
voice of dissent, “The riol was wrong,
it gol us not I:.r.;; we will never gel a..y-
liing accompiished by bt-snmg lown

k We Negroes can fake Newark
e legitimate polil

i itical process-
s ;.cr.m ps in J?O, ceriainly by 1974."
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This is the third in & series of articles

by noted.Negro journalist LouisE.
‘Lomax on ‘black revoiutionaries’ in
Newark

But even as Calvin West spoke he’

conceded that approximately 60 per
cent of thie potential Negro volers have
failed lo register, that the hot-breath
revolutionarics have o intention of wait-
ing for a sysicm they don’t belicve in
to produce resuils, that West himself
has alrpady been tinreatened by the
revoliutionaties.

Calvin West is not alone; every majrir .

Negro political official or appointee m

" Newark has been threatened.

The expeclalion was that Newark’s
Negro clergy would issue a slrong call
for law and order, for non-violence. But
for the Reverend B.F. Johnson, this call
for peace and lranquility has not come
forth. The revoluiionarics held a meel-
ing to decide whether Reverend John-
son should be {hrealcned, perhaps phys-

ically “dealt with.” *The consensus
was,” one black power leader told me,
“that Johnson is such an Uncle Tom
and fool that he isn't worth the risk and

the hullet it would {ake to kill him. We .

decided to let him talk; nobody listens
{o him anyway."”

In conirast to Reverend Johnson is
Dr. Naihan Wright, Episcopalian cler-
gyman and Harvard-trained “urbanolo-
gist.’ Waving a' copy of his hook,
“Black Tower and Urban Unrest,”
Wright told me: “Non-vioience has
failed; the only thing the white man.in
Newark will respond 1o is the threat of
vinlence and the certain promise that
the threat is not an emply one.” Then
Wright went on to suggest more sephis-
ticated forms of revolutionary violence.
The revolulionaries are developing other
taclics than the crude mancuver of play-
ing cowboy and Negro in the mlddie of
Newark.

To clearly undersiand the‘-iragedy,
(Please turn {o Page 7)
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. ‘We are not going to.
~ walt that l@ﬂg -
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The detmnngmhium of Newark's
‘blaek Mewhip, moderale and revalu-
tionary, is to get their people “where
e gogﬂieg are.” Newark is typical; all
acmss America the black masses are
m ho_). and mmws mvoiunmy.
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they are not going lo give real power to
a \e;:m within that frameworik of an or-
ganization that is buiit for and run by
while pcople.

" “If we gel a Negro mayor lze will be
a while man’s flunky Iike that fool black

mayor in Flint, Michigan, who had ‘o -
.‘resign when he discovered that the.

while powers were not about fo bow to
the wisihes of black people on so simple.

i Jan issuc as open housing. Ilow can we

pub trust in a system that installs a

" . black man as mayor and then refuses

n

to pnss a law "uara:.tecmg that the.

mayor of the.town can buy a house in
a place of nis own choosing!"

Who then will provail?

“Willie Wright is a complete fool; a

_nobody; one of those black léaders cre-

aled by the press,” a stunningly beauti-
ful and mini-skirted Negro secretary at

e )

-

. City Hall shouted at me. “Nobody fol-

lows him; how many Negroes does he
have?” :

“That is not teue,” Sally Carrol, pres- '

ident of Newark’s NAACP, 'interposed.

“I don't know how many Negroes Willic .

*has behind him, bul he does® influence
thc people who are ready to take' this
town apart.”

} ‘Then Miss Carrol cast a stern eye at

Calvin West who was calmly sipping a
scolch and soda as he reclined on the
* sofa agross the room. The while hosless,
a member of the hoard of the NAACP,
was va.uuqu stunned as Sally Carr ol
~continued, “you say Willie doesn't have
many members -in his o gamzation.
True! But how many black pcople follow

Calvin? He has just admilied that he.

(Please turn to Page §)
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Calvin West
‘I don't want to piCSldC

over a p|le of ashes’
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(Continued from Page One)

could ot have stopped the riot. I have
thousands of members in my NAACP
branch but I couid n

not have atopned the’

-riot. I don't speak for ihe pcnp.c who are

. violing and looting. Willie does.’
This encounler could have occurred
— and is occurring — belween black
leaders in while liberal living reoms ail
over the nation. It is a dialogue of the
impolent, a tragic second-act confronta-
tion between those who are as incapable
of coatroliing the behavior of {he black
masses as (he black masses have been
of conirolling their own destinies. I was
aiter 2 o’clock in the morning when

- 1
-ch

e

ally Carrol got around io ar uculatmg.

the gut :s.:,uc
“Look,”

she sald *“Willie Wright and "~

the revolutionaries have yet fo lell us'

what they arve for; but they have made

it erystal clear, no bones about it, that:

they are not going to tolerate any longer
what tm.y now suffer, what Lf‘ey are
against.’

There are ofher voices that must be

heard before one makes a dctelmma-
tion. I called a Negro member of the

Newaric public school ‘system and a
woman who had brougnt me fo Newark
-iwice to lecelure for ‘Lc Urban League

P Guild.

“I don't know what I can tell you,”
. she said. “Besides, my time is terribly
, limited. I tcac.. here, as you know, but
T have no knowledge of what is going on
aere. I simply have little or no contact
wiil the kind of people you are rying fo
un\l rstand. Besides,” she continued,
“my dau"hlcr—-—you remember her, how
brilliant and talented she is — has just

| Gttt R

. my tim

Dr. Nathan ‘Nnght durang recent

Black Power conference in Newark .

relurned from Europe. I made sure she
was not educaied hc.c so she knows
less aboul Newark lhan I do. But, as I
was going to tell you about how limiled
is, some of my daughter’s
friends are coming here for somelhing
of a reunion — they were all {ogether
in Europe, you know — and our calen-

dars are just jammcd Perhaps if you -

arop, by tomorrow at eleven we can have
a shori chat. But I simply have nothing

. to tell you.”

I hung up the phone. I got the whole
‘picture. And sitting across the desk irom
me at that moment in Willie Wright's
o;‘fice was a brilliant, 17-year-old Negro
girl who had graduated from Arts High

just last June. A major midwesiern uni-
versity has given the girl a four-year
scholarship as a result of thal instjlu-
tion's scarch for “responsible” Negroes

- to further integrale its almost lily-white

campus. The young woman is not only a
hlally dedicated black revolulionary but -
she has delailed plans about *“‘upselting”
that staid.and <lo]1d college community
within days afler her arrival there.

Then there is Dr. Nathan Wright, the

"theoretician and intellectual luminary -

of the. black power movement. Dr.
Wright not only hcaded up the recent
biac.i power national conference in New-
ark, but his next book is litled “Ready

- to Riol.” Frequently reminding an inler-

-vicwer of his doclorfaie from Harvard,

Dr. Wright gives a sermon or a leclure,
doi,\.iirl.nq upon his swiilly- chan ging
moods, to a queslion.

Dr. Wright assails th_Episcnpal Die-

* cese of Newark for hiring him as an
“urbanologist' and then “refusing to lis- -

ten to a damn thing I have to say.” He

then deals the poverly program a gut

blow by charging that they hire ignorant

and untrained people to carry out a pro--

gram that requires 'the utmost in hrams
and experience.

“How in the hell,” he exploded, “can
you build a bridge by taking the money
allocaied for the bridge and dividing it
among people who need Lhe bridge but
don't know how to build il?"""'

‘Wright's lhesis is that no.‘hmrf short
of a revolutionary approach can correct
poverty; that revolution is a function of
the middle class, of people with trained
brains; thal the poor ‘and the illitcrate

cannot possibly make crilical decisions

{ [

e

concerning the poverty program;
anybody who spreads poverty moncy
among the poor for their services as
«planners of poverty  programs should

_have their heads examined. This, of

course, would anger Willic Wright. The
one thing thal could possibly stay Willie
Wright's revolution would be for massive

~amounts of money -and palitical power

that

to be given to the poor, and largely un- =

TOMGCRRCOW;

Questions for Amcrica

educaled, black masses. And thal these
masses, in some visionary form of the
nation’s lown meclings of the carly 18th

' (,u.luly, be allowed to delermine thei -
. own deslinies.

The Willie Wrights and the Nathan
Wrights (they are noi relaled) of this

- nalion suiler each other. They in a sense

desperalely nced ecach othér. Together -

they have more influence in the black'

ghetlo than the orthodox Negro Jeader-
ship. Bul one day soon they must meel
and decal with their deep diilerences

. over who will run the black power com-

.

o -

s

munity. For the moment they share the | -

+ unily that undergirds all crises. Yet as
‘the two men look al cach olher, an ob-

server cannot hut wounder what cach of

1 them is really lhinking. My own conclu-

sion tortheir private thoughts is best ex-
pressed in a qualrain Dr. Nathan Wright

9 delights in quoting:

“As I was walking up the st‘.:r
I met a man who wasn’t lhere.
He is mnot there again {oday.
Oh how I wish hie would go away.”
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), By LOUIS E. LOMAX police while trying to fish their creden- ¢
) i 1 . tials from their pockets. ( :
: I This nation — whether it chooses fo “As to the pattern of threats against : i
} admit lxt"or n’tI!‘th——ﬂls il :]r.‘ ﬂré’ grip of  middle-class Negroes the record is {
& reyolullon. 1he BamNg (SOLGCIS thab,  guite plear, This will come as a grave s
: have enveloped our land are nol acci- shock. but the fact is that the Urban ( i
| y  dental.True, these disorders are set in  paa0ys office in Newark was set on fire : .
) motion }bB"_ ‘.”E?Ian;]e_d e i norm}fil by a Molotov cocktail seven days before L
b ) - confrontations between police and the the. uprising occurred. James Pawley, i
y 1 people of th? black gI_a.e'tto. P_‘::om that o league’s executive director, uses )
~» ) point on, however, a highly trained and 3 pica ploy when he says that the fire
: totally militarist group of revolutionaries  poyh was thrown by an imaginative .
s y  Whohave been poised and wailing in the  youtp who had somehow gotten a copy X
] S of . mimeographed directions as to how
: Lost of A " to make such a bomb. Pawley suggssts
) Ny BL o gkt _!;hat the_ Negro youth probably .giot the
.o ) “instruction sheet from the Newark
) '- wings roove In and give the event a. g?f T::)?-rqgifnécﬁz;dmfrgg ghs,egeﬂc};"gﬁﬁ
) ly destrirctive dir ctlm : e A e U L S
b\ o e oy % -distributed copies of the shest as an ’
3. -

not the slightest notion of what is occur-
ring, develcp a sense of obligation and
loyalty to the organized snipers and
arsonists who keep the police al bay
while they steal.

The Negro middle class Is being bat:

example of what is being circulated in
the black ghatto.

Assuming Mr, Pawley believed his
own e\p]anatloa one must then pondar
why he called the leader of the b‘ac:x
power moverment and asked, “Who
would bomb such a dedicated orgaaiza-

A : + ftered info line by a combination of tion. a5 the Tirben Leazue?” As Me.
: . threats from the black power peovle and Pawley well knew the Bomb was @ H
err 1 1 a whita it = " =
; g the overreaction of the white police. In warning to all Negro civil rights groups -

= o - 5ot 1 o L G - 3 v
) 7 P et TN o e v = = - m R o e e P PN P P . o o S S
\‘ - ° i
i > . iy 5
.
Lo .
.
b 5 -
- _"!-
. }
2 -
’
& =
. - L]
» 1. -
-
LT L L TS Ok Uy, T * s=r k
L T T Il erher L 0o A 1 P TR ST S Y *
e o R E e B TS Lo e N P, T

Detroit, Negro -plainclothes policemen
reportedly wete pistol-whipped by white

(Please turn to Page 11)
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November 13, 1967 i

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

DATE OF TRIP: November 6 thru 9, 1967

Persons Interviewed:

Mr. Kenneth Gibson United Community Committee

Mr. Donald James - Social Worker

Mr. Lonzy C. McCarey - Negro businessman

Rev. Clifford Porter

Rev. Leavon West

Mr. Alvin Brown - Militant Legal Law Clerk

Mr. Willie Wright - President, United Afro-
American Association

Mr. William Jones - Social Worker

Mr. George Hicks (alias Specks)

Mr. Calvin West - Councilman-at-Large, Newark

Mr. Arthur Kaufman - Director of Manpower

Mr. Harold Hodes - Assistant Director of
Human Rights

Mr. Thomas Carmichael - Director of the Community
Information and Referral
Center of Newark

Other unidentified persons.

Interviewer: Haywood L. Perry




NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

My trip to Newark, New Jersey was in connection with the
recent riot which occurred in that city from July 12
through July 17, Persons interviewed were from all walks
of life with different political views and different con-
cepts as to the cause of the riot. Many were of the
general concensus, however, that the riot was the result
of poor housing, lack of job opportunity and poor school
facilities. Many indicated that police brutality was one
of the main issues that has created tension that permitted
the riot.

Upon the recommendation of several of the team members, I
visited the Bridge Club Cocktail Lounge, which is located
at 343 Washington Street in Newark, New Jersey, to converse
with those persons whose backgrounds ranged from school
principal to dope addicts on the street in order to obtain
their opinion as to the cause ofthe riot. On November 6,
1967, I conversed with several persons concerning this
matter. Mr. Kenneth Gibson, a civil engineer with the
United Community Committee, and Mr. Donald James, a public
welfare representative for the City of Newark, were two of
the identifiable interviewees.

In response to the question of whether or not there appeared
to be outside agitation or activist groups which might have
contributed to the riot in Newark, Mr. Gibson related the
following: He stated that it is definitely untrue that any
outside groups had come into Newark to create any problem.
The situation that Newark was confronted with is something
that has been brewing for a long, long time due to the
deplorable living conditions that the Negro people are sub-
jected to, the lack of jobs for the qualified Negroes and

the lack of job-training programs for those with no skill.
Mr. Gibson stated that he works very closely with those per-
sons in the ghetto area and if there had been any mention or
any sign of outside groups which might have incensed the
people in the ghetto to riot he would have heard about this.
Mr. Gibson, whose name has been mentioned in previous reports
by the other team members, ran for Mayor of Newark during the
1965 election on a separate ticket.



Gibson stated that the tension between the black and white
people has increased due to the fact that the police depart-
ment has requested the K-9 Corps as a complement to their
force. The Negro people of this area feels that this is
more of an indignation to them in bringing these dogs in at
this time. Mr. Gibson advised the interviewer that if I
really wanted the real cause of the riot it would be
necessary for me to go to city hall and talk to the crooked
politicians who are placing persons on the payroll who have
never come to the office to work and this, he says, he can
prove, and to accompany him to certain areas of Newark in
the morning and witness pay-off drops to the city officials.
This in itself creates mistrust and a sense of vengeance by
the Negro people towards the administration.

Mr. Gibson related the press overplayed the sniper situations
in Newark because there was no way possible for the ratio of
deaths of white persons in comparison to the death fatality

of the Negroes to have been so small if there had been snipers
in the areas where the police and national guard reported. He
stated that the Negro people were killed for the sake of being
killed during the riot and not for any attack on the police.
The police and guardsmen shot through people's windows and
homes for no justifiable reason and they also looted the
stores.

In response to the same question placed to Kenneth Gibson,

Mr. Donald James stated that there was definitely no agitation
which might have incited the people to riot. The riot was due
to the result of penned up frustrations of black people that
covered a period of many years. He stated that there was no
conspiracy during the riot, however, once the riot began people
took advantage of the situation. Mr. James related that the
riot would have taken place whether Mr. Smith, the cab driver,
had been arrested or not. City Hall had turned a deaf ear to
the general grievances of the people and the people actually
had no place to turn. He related the fact that the mayor is
part of the political machine which dictates the policy of

the city's administration.

He advised that there many things that the mayor's office
could have done and still can do to affect better relation-
ship with the people, such agﬁopen door policy where the
people with legitimate complaints could come and present them
to the mayor or his representatives. He also suggested that

-



the housing code be enforced. James cited the Callahan-
Parker case whereby the mayor sought to place Callahan, a
white man with a high school education, as secretary of the
Board of Education over Parker, a Negro who has a Masters
Degree in education, for this position. In the eyes of the
general public this is outright disregard for the Negro in
Newark.

In response to the question whether or not there were any
arms being shipped into Newark, Mr. James and Mr. Gibson
stated that they had heard that there were arms in town,
however, they can not substantiate the rumor. Mr. Gibson

and Mr. James concurred that the civil rights groups such

as NAACP, CORE, etc., have played no significant part in
aiding the Negroes in Newark. Mr. Gibson stated that as a
result of the riot several persons who were considered to

be liberals and nonviolent individuals have thus become quite
militant and have suggested to the people that they arm them-
selves for future confrontation with the police and other
Negro haters.

Mr. Lonzy C. McCarey, a bartender at the Bridge Club, sug-
gested that the interviewer appear at his office, the Ebony
Business Association, located at 251 Bergen Street in Newark,
to talk to several of the ministers who are abreast of the
present situation in Newark. On November 7, 1967, the inter-
viewer appeared at Mr. McCarey's office and interviewed the
Rev. Clifford Porter, Pastor of the Greater Bethal Church of
Newark, New Jersey, and the Rev. Leavon West. In answer to
the question as to what was the main cause of the riot, all
of these gentlemen agreed that the main causes of the riot
were contributed to deplorable living conditions, lack of
jobs for the gualified, lack of job opportunity training
programs and the poor school facilities. These men agreed
that the tension between the Negro community and the white
community has increased subsequent to the riot. There seems
to be a mutual feeling of mistrust and disrespect on the
part of both races.

In answer to the gquestion whether or not there was a con-
spiracy either within or outside of the city headed by out-
side groups or militant activist to create the riot, the
answers were as follow:



Rev. Porter: ©No, there was no conspiracy to create
the riot which was inevitable due to the aforemen-
tioned situation. He stated that he has lived and
worked in this community for years and has witnessed
the deplorable conditions the Negroes have lived
under and the indignities they have suffered and are
still suffering. He related that the people decided
that their complaints were being neglected and that
they felt that the overall situation had gone far
enough, so they decided to riot and bring their
situation to the attention of the world. The arrest
of the cab driver was merely the triggering point.
There had been rumors of a riot after the incident
of police officer Martinez unjustifiably beating
some Negroes in the Newark and South Orange areas.
However, the Negro leaders were able to persuade

the people not to riot. The beating of Smith, the
cab driver, before a view of hundreds of persons
after his arrest was more than the people could
stand, so they started to create disorder.

Rev. Porter does not condone the looting and burning
of homes and businesses, but he does state that the
people had to dispense their penned up emotions in
some way. He advised he saw many strange faces of
Negro males in the riot neighborhood one week prior
to the riot but he could not contribute their being
there as having any connection with the riot. The
young people in the neighborhood informed Rev. Porter
that they would rather die in the streets fighting
for their rights than to go to Viet Nam and kill
other people for the white man's cause. Rev. Porter
related the fact that he had heard rumors that arms
had been brought into the city to arm the Negroes
for a possible riot in the future, however, he could
not substantiate this rumor.

Rev. West: Advised that he is in full agreement
with what Rev. Porter has said in connection with

the riot. However, he added that he feels that the
ministerial staff of the Negro community has not done
its part to aid the people. It is necessary for the
ministers to be in the areas where the poor people
live and play in order that they can act as mediators
in conveying the people's grievances to the city's

o



administration. The Negro ministers could also
instill upon the people in the ghetto to prepare
themselves for the jobs forthcoming.

The interview with Rev. Porter, Rev. West, and Mr. McCarey
ended with the note of mutual admiration and cooperation of
which an invitation was granted to the interviewer to return
anytime to interview these persons. The interviewer is of
the opinion that these gentlemen were truthful in their
interview and believed wholeheartedly in what they said.

Upon an invitation by a Mr. Donald James, the interviewer
appeared at the Bridge Club later on in the evening of
November 7, 1967. Mr. James introduced the interviewer to
Mr. Alvin Brown, a legal law clerk to one of the Judges in
the U. S. Court in the City of Newark. The interviewer asked
Mr. Brown what was his opinion of the riot in Newark.

Mr. Brown told the interviewer that it was not necessary for
a black man to ask him what are the causes of a riot in any
Negro town because myself being a Negro surely should under-
stand the causes of riots which are due to persons being
supressed hundreds of years without any due process of law,
or without any consideration for their human rights and so
forth.

Mr. Brown went on to say that the riots were the results

of the white man taking charge of the community, the overall
structure of the country to depress the black man and to keep
him from having what does belong to him, what is rightfully
his and what was given to him under the constitution of the
United States. It is Mr. Brown's contention that every white
man should be blown off the face of the earth and that the
Negro will continue to suffer the indignities placed on him
if this is not done. As Mr. Brown and the interviewer con-
versed, a Negro male identified as Willie Wright entered the
Bridge Club. Mr. Brown introduced Mr. Wright to the inter-
viewer and stated that this man was going to lead his people
out of bondage. Mr. Brown related that he was counseling
Willie Wright on all points of legal matt829that he would
stick by Mr. Wright until the end. Brown stated that he had
advised Wright and other persons as to the acquisition of
arms to confront the police and national guardsmen if and
when another riot should occur.

==



Mr. Wright stated that he had previously talked to members
of the President's Commission on Civil Disorders and that
he had expressed his views on the situation at that time.
Wright stated that it is no need for the President of the
United States to waste money to set up different commissions
because he is not going to change the situation. He acts as
the other politicians in trying to sway the people in voting
for him in the oncoming election. Mr. Wright stated that the
Hack people were unjustly beaten during the riot and that
this has made him determined to unite his people in order
that they may arm themselves against the police if and when
another riot does occur.

Mr. James advised the interviewer that Alvin Brown is the
first and only Negro ever appointed as a legal clerk to a
judge in the City of Newark. Mr. Brown is to take his New
Jersey bar examination in February 1968. Mr. James suggested
thatthe interviewer talk to Mr. William Jones, his associate.

While eating lunch with Mr. William Jones at the Bridge Club

on November 8, 1967, the interviewer was approached by Mr.
Alvin Brown who introduced a gentlemen by the name of George
Hicks, alias Specks. Mr. Brown advised the interviewer that
Mr. Hicks was the Director of the Rehabilitation Center for
narcotic addicts and that Mr. Hicks would be able to furnish
the interviewer with valuable information concerning the
present situation in Newark. Mr. Hicks advised the interviewer
that he could be available to talk concerning the riot at his
office at 303 Washington Street in Newark in approximately 1/2-
hour from that time. Mr. William Jones' opinion as to the
causes of the riot coincided with others interviewed. At
approximately 2:30 p.m. on November 8, 1967, the interviewer
appeared at Mr. Hicks' office and interviewed him concerning
the riot of 1967.

Mr. Hicks advised that he is an ex-convict and a reformed dope
addict who is dedicating his life to help the other dope

addicts kick the habit. This rehabilitation program was set

up by the mayor's office and Mr. Hicks is a salaried individual.
However, he stated that this program will not be funded by the
city's administration after February 1968 due to the lack of
funds, therefore, he will be carrying on this work without

any compensation unless the city's administration appropriates
money for the program.



Mr. Hicks was asked his opinion as to the cause of the riots
in Newark during 1967. He first started off as saying that
he was born and raised in Newark and that he has an overall
picture of the city's entire structure. First of all, the
terrible living conditions in which many of the Negroes live
under contributed to the unrest which eventually caused the
people to revolt. There is much discrimination in the policy
of hiring Negroes who are qualified for jobs in Newark. Many
teenagers who finish high school are not able to get jobs due
to the lack of so-called funds within the city itself. Hicks
then stated that the Negroes in Newark have been abused by
the Police Department and this probably is the main cause of
the riot in Newark. The interviewer asked Mr. Hicks if he
knew of any conspiracy or outside agitators who might have
contributed to the riot. George Hicks related that there was
no conspiracy to encourage the people to riot in Newark. The
situation which the Negroes live under was enough to precipi-
tate tension and hatred which eventually caused the riot.

The interviewer asked what part did the dope addicts play
during the riot. He related that the addicts looted the
stores after they had been broken into by the vandals. The
addicts were constantly aware that they were being sought
after by the police as persons suspected of looting because
of the addicts habit of looting as a means to acquire drugs.

Mr. Hicks was asked to name the persons in Newark whom he felt
to be militant leaders. He stated that all Negroes should be
militant if militant means fighting for his rights. He said
he was militant in this respect. He did not know of any per-
sons in Newark who advocated to overthrow the city's govern-
ment, howevey since the riot, the Negro people have become
very bitter due to the fact that many of the people were
unnecessarily killed. He stated that the Negro people are

now armed and that they are ready to confront the police and
national guard if and when another riot should occur. Hicks
would not tell the interviewer where these arms are coming
from but he did say that these arms which consist of shotguns,
pistols and rifles are in town.

In answer to the question whether or not the different Negro
groups in Newark seem to be divided, Mr. Hicks advised that
the groups were divided and that mistrust prevailed through-
out the entire;%s far as the Negroes were concerned. He
stated that the NAACP and CORE were not performing their
jobs in trying to bring about better conditions for the Negro

people. He feels that the Negro ministers have definitely
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let the people down because they have not gotten out into
the community to help in any way.

The city needs to appropriate more money for different pro-
grams to help the poor people of Newark. He also advised
that the persons directly involved in the riot were neither
the middle class Negroes nor the people on welfare, but
those persons who are below the welfare assistance level,
such as persons who are ignorant to the fact that they are
eligible for public assistance, the grassroots individuals.

Mr. Hicks classified persons with criminal records as grass-
roots individuals because many of them were unable to gain
employment. Therefore, they had to rob persons to make a
living. Mr. Hicks stated that the interview was conducted

at an inopportune time due to the fact that there were per-
sons waiting to begin ther therapy for drug addiction. There-
fore, Mr. Hicks extended an invitation to the interviewer to
return any time to interview him concerning the situation.

Mr. Hicks seemed to be very cooperative, however, the inter-
viewer is of the opinion that Mr. Hicks will be able to supply
many answers needed to fulfill our investigation.

Upon the recommendation of Mr. Donald James, the interviewer
appeared at City Hall on November 8, 1967 and interviewed

Mr. Calvin West, Councilman-at-large, Mr. Harold Hodes,
Assistant Director of Human Rights for Newar, New Yersey, and
Mr. Arthur Kaufman, Director of Manpower for the City of Newark.
This interview was held in Mr. Kaufman'®s office where the inter-
viewer talked to these gentlemen at the same time. Mr. West is
one of two Negroes on the city's council. He is regarded by
most of the Negroes who were interviewed by me as a brainwashed
middle-class Negro who has completely divorced himself from the
Negro problems.

The question placed before these gentlemen was, What were the
causes that precipitated the riot in Newark?" Mr. West, being
the first to acknowledge, stated that the Negroes'® problems

are the same problems that affect every major city within the
U.S. In other words, it is a national problem. He commented
on the fact that Newark, like any other city, is having its
financial difficulties, and that it is hard for many of the
people living within the city to recognize this factor. Due to
the lack of funds, there are many programs that have been set
up to help the needy people that have not reached all of the
people. As for the riot in Newark, there seems to be a national

trend to create disorder. The vast publication of the Watts riot
seemed to have created a desire in the Negro people to emulate
such actions.



Things are changing for the Negro people, however, it takes
time. It is necessary for the Negroes to become more versed
in politics in order that they will understand that the
Constitution of the United States was not written for them,
therefore, amendments will have to be made to meet out situa-
tions. West stated that the deplorable living conditions,
lack of job training programs, and poor school conditions
are a direct result of Congress not appropriating enough
money to the city to carry on the different programs to
assist the needy people. 1In other words, Newark needs more
money to free the Negro people and other minority races from
their plight. Mr. West implied that he felt the city's
administration was doing all in its power to help everyone
and that no particular group was being slighted. Mr. West
stated that the main issue in Newark appears to be a black
against white issue.

Mr. West was asked whether or not this black against white
issue was present prior to or subsequent to the riot. He
stated that it is a subsequent issue which resulted from a
recent request by the Newark Police Department to supplement
its force with a K-9 corps. West advised that each city has
its unique problems and that Newark is trying to solve theirs.
After Mr. West concluded what appeared to have been a well-
rehearsed speech, he asked Mr. Kaufman and Mr. Hodes if they
had any comment to make. Both men wholeheartedly agreed with
Mr. West's recitation and reiterated the fact that more money
needs to be appropriated by Congress in order that Newark can
better aid its people.

On November 8, 1967, the interviewer visited the Community
Information and Referral Center, located at 186 Belmont Street,
Newark, N. J., and conversed with Mr. Thomas Carmichael,
Director (no relation to Stokely) upon the recommendation of
Mr. William Jones.

Mr. Carmichael, a most elegant and articulate Negro who appears
to be in his middle thirties, advised the writer that he and
several other professional Negroes organized the Center in 1965
upon recognizing the fact that his people were in desperate
need of help. The center has no financial support and is
staffed by volunteer workers.

The function of the center is to find jobs for the Negro people
who have had trouble in obtaining employment. The applicants

are thoroughly screened before being sent out on a job. The
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Center is recognized by many private businesses and has a
high percentage in placing people in good jobs.

In answer to the question, "What were the causes of the riot?"
Mr. Carmichael reiterated what had previously been mentioned
by other person's interviewed. He stated Newark is a city

that seems to be dying and that with much cooperation between
the city's administration, the white and the black people,

the city could be revived.

He went on to say the police relationship with the Negro
people is very poor and this factor is one that contributed
greatly to the riot and one that hinges on a reoccurrence.
The K-9 Corps issue has renewed the fued between the black
and white people. Mr. Carmichael stated that when the Negro
people vote and pull together, then, and only then, will they
get adequate representation in government and fair legisla-
tion.

Mr. Carmichael introduced the writer to several teenagers in
the office who were on the streets during the riot. They
ranged in ages from 18 to 20 years old. The kids were asked
about their participation in the riot and they advised that
the riot was no planned thing and that it was triggered by
the beating of a Negro taxicab driver.

The youths concurred that they had not heard of any outside
conspiracy or of any groups of people trying to stir up
trouble. They were against rioting and quite dismayed over
the present situation. One youth stated he had just returned
from Viet Nam when the riot started and this situation
absolutely shocked him.

All of the youths that were present stated that they had com-
pleted high school and were employed, however, they were
checking with the center in hope of obtaining better jobs.
Mr. Carmichael was present during the youths' interview and
he stated that they were being truthful. Mr. Carmichael
extended an invitation to the interviewer to return to his
center at any time for future assistance.

Mr. Carmichael advised the interviewer to contact police
officer Lawrence Finn, Newark Police Department, in order to
obtain valuable information concerning the riot. Carmichael
stated Finn was a frightened man who witnessed many things
during the riot and who is willing to talk as long as his

testimony is held in confidence.
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Mr. Carmichael attempted to contact Mr. Finn at no avail
during the interviewer's presence. He suggested that Mr.
Finn be contacted at his home, 917 Bergen Street, Newark,
New Jersey, Telephone 248-7878, in order that an interview
can be set up upon a return trip to Newark. Mr. Carmichael
advised that he would contact Finn and advise him of the
proposed interview. The interview with Mr. Carmichael was
most cordial.

From an interviewer's personal observation, I found the
living conditions of many of the Negroes in the ghetto area
as serious as indicated by the people whom I interviewed.
Many of the people in the ghetto area were shabbily dressed
and not prepared for the cold weather. There seems to be
much hostility between the white and the Negro races to the
point of being readily recognizable to a stranger in town.

The ghetto area consists of many delapidated buildings which
reflect mere despair to persons who are not familiar to seeing
such terrible conditions. I am of the opinion, however, that
Newark needs help in its on-the-job training programs, its
urban renewal, and development program and in closing the gap
between the people in the ghetto amd the city's administration.
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