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Testimony of. 

_:FLOYDMC KISSICK, 

P,ef~n e Staf r members of -~he 

NA'l'IOHAL ADVISORY CO!i1'MISSION OU 
crvII, DISORDERS 

---··--.. _ .. ..-_...,_..-----.----------------------
200 West 135th Street, 
New York City, New York. 
February 2, 1968 
Friday, 3:00 P.M. 

BEFORE: Merlo MnCurdy, General Counsel 

., 

PRESENT:" Larry A. Still" :~.-. 
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FLOYD B. MciaSSICK 

having fir::Jt been duly S\·1orn before Harry Ungarsbhn, 

a llotacy Public ..{?f the. State oi' l{e~; Y'?rlc, t~sti1'1ed .. 

EXJ\MINATIO?l 

B<JMr. Merle Mc Curdy; · 

r.m.McCURDY.: Mr. McK1ss1ck, this in 

Mr. Morris, Roy Morris.· .Pirst o.r all, let._me say this:· 

I'm ~rate.f."Ul to you, aB is the Comm1.sa1on., f'or your 

talcin~ this time out. or yot1r. schedule to tall:: .to us .. 

. -~h~ Commiss~on, a~ a wholo, wanted to 

hear·your testimony, but that became _irap~ssib~e, and~ 

sc, :they asked rae if I'd come and record it., and it \•;ould 

be reducecl to & transcript, and we'll get copies for 

each o~ the Commisnioners#.and send them the copies., 

because they ,1ant to e;ot the views of as many people 

who .are knoi1ledzoablo 1n· this area as . they can before 

they finally write th~:tr final report. 

So# ,-,1th that brier introcluc·tion., tor 

the record, I am intervio~'iin~ J.Ir. Floyd HcM1Ds1ck and 

he 10 the mit:tonnl-01rcctor or the Co:1~ress of nac:ml 
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Hou long have you·been the (lircctor 

or CORE? 

NR. FI./JYJ) McKISSICK: About three·years 

MR.MCCURDY:Tell uo ..... Oh., just a rr.o-

ment. we•ve got to swear you in., too. Will you please 

stand and raise your r1~ht hand. 

·MR.McKISSICIC: .. I don•t mind beln~ u,;orn . 

. MR. Mc CURDY: All right. 
. . . 

MR.-mmJ1.nso1m: Do you nolem."lly swear the 

testimony ·you•-re tibout to .-give •__ the. statc~nt yout1 ..e 

about to give here shall be the t~-uth and.nothing but 

the truth, so help you God? 

. r.m. McICtSSICIC~ Yes. 

~m.J.1cCURDY: Now you've been director 

or CORE for··about three yearn? 

J;ffi. MoKISSICK: Yoz., just ehor·t of tlu•ee 

years. 

J.m •. UcCURDY: .And tell us., first or nll., 

what CORE is. 

l!R. ?-IeI<:I~SI'OK: Uell., GOR* 1-&-an ov[5aniza-

.I 
j 
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People. It I n worlcinrs to eliminate -- wo~king _to .I 
eliminate racial prejudice., bi1otr•y, ancl to give and I 
t1 1 anster. the p~wer ~n the black people's hands so that 

~y can uoi'1c to bring nbout the'changes that they 

need in this society. . 
I , 

I thinlt probably we need to give you I 
I
I 
I 
I .some or ou1~ mate1"1al, to that you can get. a full scope i 
I 
Ior what wo1re-all about, and I'll be happy to give you I 

I ' 
some. 

:IMR~ M~CURDY: l: )110h. YO'll _would, and l.:, . . : iI
,'11-e~~ou I d, ci vc me ccveral cop1e~ and we1 11 mark -- so : 

I ., 

that I can give nome to eaoh or· the Commissioners, and 

a. copy to ~c mart·~ed as an exh1b1 t and ma<;te a par_t or 

the.record .. Thank you .. Docs this contain it? . . '• . 

I-m. licYi.ISSICK;_ That 1s the. conta"iner. r
We had 1t alrcudy poclced . 

?·Ill. MoCUPJ)Y: Thank you_ very much. No1.·1• 

as ·Director or CORE, t1hat specit'1cally, ?-lr. ?'1cK1trn1clc, · 

do you do? 

rm. HcKISSICK: Well, I'm the c;eneral : 

administrato1• o·r the orr;:a11ization. I•m a full-time' • • . . . . - . 
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you ove1"'seo th_e operationo or the entire or~an1zation. 

MR. McOUTIDY: In ·how many otates do y~u 

maintain offices or sub-directors.? 

MR. McKISSICK:. Well~ we maintain a 

s·ubstance of some activity in --· I would say in some­

where around 30-odd ~-tates. • However, we, because or 

_limited finances., ,-,eare n~t tryin~· to maintain offices 

QVery,whei·e, 'but p~imarily in the maJor metropolitnn 

areas., in the form or chapters, notional projects and 

cooperating organizations., that ,-;ork l'zith u:s.t \'Jho mi~ht 

not even have the name COR~involved. 

r,m. McCURDY: I nee. Now you have or-tcn­

times- expressed your vie\•;s aa to whot you • thinlc is urong 

with th:J,s country in its hamlling or its race r·elat1ons 

and the ~auses or the ghettoes and the oppression that 

-- that•s a word I think you•ve heai"d -- of Negroes. 

The.President asked if we would try to cli~cover what 

happened, why did 1t happen, nnd what \•:e cnn do to keep 

it from happcnin~ again. 

· Now as the second question, \":hy did it 

happen., ffve read some -:>'t the things you mvc ~aid ancl 
' 

,1i:-itten, and I wish -for the record you trould etata ·what f 
r 

.. 
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youl" views are as t~ ,·1hat happened, what it was that 

bi-.ought about the disol"ders and the riots or the 19~01E. 

MR. IilciaSSICK: \Jell., i'irst or all I'd 

lilte tG- 30t some clefinitiono clear-ed up., or certainly 

the WlY I look at 1t . I don' t t h1nl~ that we have the 

right to call these people "r1otei"s''. I don• t. like the 

use or the "lord ."riot" .. It automatically attempts to 

define 'lt;ho is right and wrong., gro1.;ine; out of riots and . ! 

violence. 

I think that it represents-the peycholozy 

or the white man•a dominant th1nk:1n~ to au_tor:.atically · 

1..:a;y that black people are 1.~1oters, blaclt people ore 

rioters I are lootera., t11thout cve1~ ~eally analyzing tho 

pr-o1'lem and analyzing themael ves. as the pOl>JCr brol:ers 

in this country.: . . .. 

Those or the people who have the pol~er 

nnd\'iho exercise the po,·:cr, and then turn ar·ouno and 

call little pe~ple law-br·nalcera who <l~n•t huve any po\'1Cl" 

and who -r-eally are not rcsponsi ble ror so r::any or the 

things that they do. They ar·cn I t responsible because 

1tll.cy d~n' t hove the educntion., l!nd thcy 1 vo n~-.r61 i.;.:._•cn. 

touc;h~ the type or morality> the m6ral rcsponr;i:~Jili i~y 
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that is expected or them, or that the dominant p~wer 

structure demands. 

So the '\H>rd "morality" has to be used 
,. 

in order to describe the real.picture that we have 

today. 

There is no commu.n1cat1ons beti·:cen the 

11 eal pot1er brok:ers in this society and tho:3e people 

who do not have power, and ·we tcncl to, • because we hnve 

the po,~er or the _press, to det'lno acts and ri)riulnte· 
. . 

nnd ·control, and when the~e people rail to live in that 

trameuork., th1s is what t:e say -that they ar·e, and ,-,e•ve 
. . . . 

automatically lablcd them to tree ourselves or our ~e-
. .

sponsi b111ty to· these pe::>plc. Clearly'- -:· people \·;ho have, 

the huve$ arc rcspons'ible tor the have-nots. It al"t-;ays 

ho.s been that W8}f, since Biblical times., and in other 

w~rds I: ·evet'l L~t!c.e:;:\;lh; hatl tho ~ea test n~~nt or learn­

ing· and wealth., was actually required to give them away 

to the pooi"., or t~ help out. 

MR. I-lcCURDY: no,·1the hrive-nots., in thio 

case, or courcc., are tho l1c£~o~:; and prirr..:ir11y the ones 

that live in ghettocG. 
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all over this country. I thinl:: that you I ve cot to 

iooit at the black people thomoelves. There• s hardly 

no uirfcrcnco between the N◊rth nnd the South. l· fact 

vrould say the South has rr.aae·, 1n .~or,ie in~ta:n-ees, f..:t-l" 

more pr::>gress than tho Hor·th has. The Horth has al-

1-:ayng1 vcn lip service. They' vc nlways looked c.1o.-m 

there ancl oaid: 11Loolc nt them bad Southern white· folks," 

and eo long as the probJ.om \':as a. recional problcr.i they 

wanted to kick other ,-:h1te· folks in the ranny, but ,,;hen 

thoy sm·s thtlt the blacl: pe:,plo ric;h~ here at ho1;.;e, in 

New Yorlc_ City an<l ever:, place cle-e, in the H~rth~'-"n 

cities where you have open housinc laws and cvcr-.1 damn 

reason to do right by blaclc pe~ple, you haven• t done it. 

You hnvc suppressed them. 

You•ve mid-educated them. You•ve edu­

cated them t◊ develop n P-tate. of_ dependenc-y u-pon white 

people, white values., white attitudes, and '\'rh1te out­

lo:>lc3 •. And I thinlc thnt herein lies the lcey pl'•~blcr.1 . 

in tho failure to t•eally undc1'otand tho blaclc man to­

day. You <lontt understand him, you can't undcrstnncl 

hir.i becau:lc you haven ,-1; ·coi,r.ittt1f~atcd wfth fi.fm., nncr you 

d~rk understand him bect1uce he haB111 t lived. up to the 

https://probJ.om
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level or expectations that -..-:c've placed on him, to 

an extent., nn<l ,.;e1 ve alrenoy cletcrmincd \·1hat level t:e 

thLV)k that he ought to go by try1nz to ir.1p~ec on him 

a white culture value. 

·I thinlc the problem 1s far more than 

the problem !>t who 1s r·iotinc nnd \·:hy is he l"'iotinz. • 

I think the pr--.>blem requir-cs th~ psychoanulysln or . • 

the whfro m1an in this society and his abuse o.r p~;~·;o-r mld. 

his value system, and the cap1tal1ot1c system, 1>ccuu:Jo 

block poople don't participate 1n cap1tnlist1~ syetcm 

except as tho producers and the objects fqr "t'-rhich wh:lte 

people get· the capital from and which blaclc pe~plc d::m1 t 

get the.capital. 

I.n othel" wot'd:::i, we' re the only people . 

living in.\the capitalistic aystcm without any capital. 

·so· how in the uorld can capitalism have a11y rolovan~~e 

to me, for exam,1e. It doesn't have ~ny relcvnnoy, it 

example. It means that I'm zoinG to be cxploitea ever-,; 

way I turn., and everybody ie zoing to nc;ree that white. 

people htnre a right to o.xploi t blad: pcor,l~. J\ll o-thc1:• 

white people ng.rcc t~ 1t. In !'act; the c;-cploitation 

• 
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amon~ people sn.y we• ve got a pDOl" pco,1e problem in 

the countr-.;. There ain't; no paor people Pl'Oblcn 1n 

a survey ri~ht doi;n hare 1101.J. Even \•:hen 1t comes to 
. .

exploiting, you exploit black people n~re than you ex---

You can compare the p1•1ce of cz.c;s t>n the 

Low~i~ East Side i-:!1ei,.c poor white people live and mu-•lem, 

compare the price or eggs in Harlem., and ther<.11 s still 

the_ d1f.feren~e ~r 13¢ on the dozen. Even whon the 
. . 

white pcop.lo get ready to O}~lo:t,t. 
. . 

You can lo~k at or'Ug aadiction in this 

country., and you 1 re tal l~inf;; a b~u"ii real crim~., look at 

·the -price r1xL.1g of the dru~ comJaniea in th.is country 

to ri:x the cr1ma. Tho automobile r.ianu['acturc:r:3 .-:ho 
. . . 

make thoso ct1I>s that arc- acoounting ror hali' o!' the m.tto-

mobilee on the h1r;hway. You c.1on1t penalize them people-

and put thom in jnil Ol'' sh~ot t1:eo do~-:nl:tke cats ~.nd 

do~s, you have to pny n r1neJ you sec. 

Hell, I a;.,: 1 t goS.nc tc tell noboc.ly to be non-violent. 

I 
l 
r
! . 

https://noboc.ly
https://ther<.11
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I <lon•t teach that. It•c foolish .f:>tt me to tench it, 

liv_ing the \':ay I J.1ve, even th~u~h--l may have to cl:te 

violently., I 1t1 not going t:) teach ·anyboc1y that, uc­

causc I. kn:>\·Jbaoically I I m wrong. 

This is a nocicty or violence, built 
. 

on violence, predicated up~n violence, and the progr~m 

for thin sur.mer is _the vi:>lent u~o or arms to supprcts 

blact<: po~plc end not deal w1th their problems. The 

same wa.y t:e • re doing in Vietnnm n::>w lcilling thorn little~ 

people becau3c they <l~n•t think the.way thnt ·we want 

them_ to think:, nnd that•s-_ the_ reason \·:e.1.rc k1llin:;-t~1em. 

• • • ·, ••. i • : And you lmow we don• t ever aslc any or 

them. \-le call them ."Viot ConG" but we nev9r- f.:lSl~one or 

them .what ~a your political aff'iliation -be.l'or•e .-,-~e pull 

And this sonsc of morn11ty seeps in o.nct 

the blJH;k p~oplc feel it. They don•t feel like ·t,1cy 1rc 

/part ·or this .great thing called the /u:-.erican .scene in 

, the f'irnt place. In fact they !c.riow,em:,h~1tically, thttt 

they aren't n part, and they aren't intcndccl to bo mac.1c 

a part o:r it. 

I 
i. 
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l1C' 1 .. 0 havin5 t~aay, so I dont t thinl: tho problem . 

x·cally is near as nai .. row. I don't thin!t •this Com­

l'ilitision can really r;ct n.t • the roo"~G or the problem. 

. • • I think -we 1>..:.now \•;hat the Pl ... Oblcm is. 

lfl1nt \•m • re trying t:> do, and whnt t·1e need to do is 

decioe up 1:>n what ne• re going do about 1t 1 and It:) 

don• t thinlc there' a that much corJrn1t1ncnt on· the part . 

or anybody in tho United States to do a damn thing about 

it so lone; ae you keep the- name-valuoe·about money and 

you continue _not· to· u.nnt to m.:,~e t.he netcrnsary changes 

in the cap1t.al1:3tic syntem~. 

tm. I11cCUilD"?: • \-lhat kind of comm1tt1(~nt .·., 

,·;ould 1t tnlce on the· par·t or. the whi to community to 

• t .. jeliminate tho cauocs or. disorders? • . -J ' 

·. • :: 1,m. MeK:1$-SICK: I· th±nl: 1-tt-ta!tes n \'thole 

lot or· corram:ttrr.enta c:>m1n~ in varioue forms .. • I know,. ror 

pendent _th1ntcing on my part -- I. was in an orc:anizn­

tion with them nud known t11cm for yenrn, Lill my life, 



13 

about blaclc peoplo'n 1~ighto., all -they mmtod ~:as a: 

position of. auth~rity,. and once they 1:>at the po~i-

and goi11g homo. 1 1 mb.llk1n~ about libcr·nl whitest They 

\ rtaid I 1 m p:t.ct<:ing U? my r.ic:trbleci· mid r;oin~ home. 

• Ue::11.t that taucht re r1S})t then and 

there that cvct"Jthin~-th.at we1 d been -ta11,1n~ ab~ut was 

very true. They rnado 1t true. They talk about scparutism 

now . Wo 11., he 11, 1t I s the \-1h1to man ,-:hoI s· a.lready done 

the separati'on. Ue mnae Harlem. Ue r.ioved out or it . 

. 
with no· bla·ck folks so he separated them. 

Hal'lem is go1n ~ through a EOries. You onn 

go to Cleveland., tho Uui'f area. The black roll::s d1dn I t . 

segregate themcel ve:,. It ":as the whi tc folks \'~10 moved 

out to the su.but'bs~· The whole last decade has been~ 
•' . . 

m~vement to rsuburbtu. 

t-1R. 1-icCUilllY: What do you· thinl, in educa­

tion oucht to be· dona? 

rm.UcKISSICK: Well, that• 6 n· llholc :?rca. 

https://cvct"Jthin~-th.at
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pooi• people to get nn education. I thin le.we \:aste to-::> 

much t1oe in tl1e cducnt1onal syttcm. l:etve ~lreucJ;v 

1-Gsucd ..... we believe· that the President should havo 

oallco -- and I'-m really 1.,cpeuting cveI"Jthinc; ue said 

at tho llhito Hous~ C·:mfc1·enoc 1 and lact year y~u remem­

)Je1.. tho.t- \-11:itc 11:;u~e Conference, where we lni<l do,.m a 

. whole position . .-

. He laid <loim tho t1oru11 ty or the mir in ,· 
I 
) 

Vietnam ·wat. really going t~ come home here, like it t:na 

no\;, and we ,-;ere the only- ones out there at that tin,o., 

in that poG1t1!:>n. And that was lthon I first came to 

CORE.,but you could.n' t· see· it. You couldu' t c;ec that 

.thnt wa:; . r;oing t~ • dent::,07 -- that thei1• to-called leader, 

do,m then. 13ecauce how could he rril::.intain o po31ti:m 

of non-·,iolcncc in th1c c~untry 11hen the countl''Y \•:as • 
i', 

fightinz tho clnmn ,-m't', predicated upon violcnac. And ' 

you killed .1t th~n. J'.nd tr.nt•:.:: ,;hen I r.nid you·•a 1~111 

it, ar;d that• n whon 1--t:>olt my po:!1 tion. 

J. cl 1t ,msn•t but cme month lritci-•., j:n 

I 
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Baltimore; M<l. that I announced that•wa 1re going do1m 

thnt road. I n1n 1t goin~ to teach black people to.be 

non-violent. You mn•t -- if you can't listen· to blqck 

people., you. dldn' t ·respect Iti.3rt1n Luther King, and he 

,-1aep~11inz • the marbles out of the !'ire •for th1:i aountry. 

And that•s the immorality that•·s involved 

and· I sec ·1t.· 1·don 1 t like it. 

im. LAnRY·A. STILL: I Just want to clear 

up oriG point about ,-1hitcs in CORE. Are you suggesting 

that they lert COREon their o\-m or is' the.re ·the trnpli- • 

cation that.- they \,ere ousted, that you asked them to 

leave. 

• .••. MR. J,lcKISSICK: llo;,· let•a get the ·record 

straight. 1-1:>st·of' the white people t;ho left CORElett 

when I came. There was no• ise.ue or black polier. 'rhere 

was no 1~sue or blnck power., but -- there was an is.sue 

or black- power but· it wasn• t publicized. "'-

When "Black Power" wao concerned, .that 

came about in 1965 at the 'burham· convention \·:hen I was 
E. 

National· Chail"r,mn ancl we ea1d that if· we \•;ere r;oin6 to 
! 

' 
study the pr•oblcms or the ehctto, • 'r;e had to e:et the. 

l'ilmle ghc·tt:) and n::>b~dy wanted to get -tha-t fHi-Gbl-Gmm~d 
i. 
f 

I 
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tion to hear the 

i·:e have the Muol1ns at 

problems or the ghetto 

16 

this conven­

because ~hoy 

' 

' l 
! 
f 

were dealing with the problems or dru~ adaict1on. and 

ever-JthinB else and we ·went on 'bhe~e. And the:t uas 

\fJ)_ere the first real blaet, 

Durham, N .C. convention. in 

poi·m:r mm ~tarted, in the 

1965 when we b1.,ought 1n all 
l 

clements or the blaolc commun1ty. 

• J,m. S'l'Il.,L: Was this ,-:hen the wMtes be­
I 

gan, or \';as it before then? 

.. MR. MoICISSICK: Well, I eame int-:> pcn,;e:r · 

in M~rch. when F~~..mer le.rt in Januar-3., pr.ilnarily, nnd 

we had an exit of' the \':hi tes . 'they c11dnI t like rr.y philo­

sophy. I has not a suave man like- Jim Farmer. -I was 

not that 

identify 

lc~ncl or a leader. 

They t~antcd a 

w:tth the masses, but 

kind 

one 

or leader that didn't 

who la~ edu~~i;ed nbove 

I 
I

' 

I 

the masses. Afid I thinlc that 1•,ae-the main objection. 

That cnme out lihen the other person 1•1assaelc!ne; the posi­

tion 1n CORE, you r·emembcl" Gcor~e 

he resi~ed i'rorn the orGan1~at1on. 

Wiley, 

That 

nnd o.r 

,-:as the 

couroe 

dif­

t 
I 

teroncc. So white pCOP.1~ start:~d- le~,_vinc: then. 
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~1ust atartecl leaving. becnu~e triey just o1<ln1 t like 

the pos:i.ti◊!)-. that I took. 'l'hey had already said I 

uas a nationali:;t because ':>f the convention that past 

summer. 

I. 1ns1.stcd that \'Ihite people can't _l~c 

community orgnnizint; the ghetto., 01."eanizins 'blnclc ·people. 

That if \·re ,,;ere goin~ to have a black. organization I 

f'el t that. \1lac!( people oucht to make the policy. T:Jo 

. long had t,e continued to make mistakos in pover.ty pro-
. -· . ._ . . ... 

grams., as uell as anything else, getting an integrated· 

mid<lle-olass _de-cisi~n to. put intn effect_ in the black 

conmn,m1ty.·_ And _tha~•s exactly what you don•t need. 

Black people have got to tell you what 

they. want. If you want an 1ntegl."·at~cl op;n1on, that ain't 

what_you want to_~olve black pe=>plc 1s problems. If you 

,-,~,tto .. gat the ..bJ.QA:lk.thin!cin~, you• d better_ get_ tl1c 

black thinl::ing.1t you•i:·e goin~ to dcnl with black peQple•.o 

px,oblemn. And juot to have sor.1ething 1ntecratcd be-

cause theoretically it• s go~d., and st.ill to hove all 

hell to greak out ain't solving; nothing. 

NR. UcCURDY: Speaking or blaclc po,-;er, . 

·has cons r~rtrl\tl-tt-t~ a uerinition ·or bla~k power? 

I 

https://thinl::ing.1t
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. Mn. Jft.cKISSICiC: Oh,·yee. We1ve ror·mu-

lated a definition. 

Mn. McCUlIDY: \tJrat is it'/ 

r.m.McKISSIC!C: He1VO al:Ntady put i~ 

clown~ We b~lieve bluet, people oi1.e;ht to have self­

determination an nll things that they do, mmership 

an<.l control or the neie;hborhoodG \·,here they art:!., con­

trol ot' pol1t1cal.po-wer., economic powar., improved sclf .. 

1rnage,- oont1'"ol or their educational f:y8tcm., as well. 

We.belbe thot they should dcvel~p con­

sumer power, and they should use this connumc~ p(mer 

tJherever necessary to bring about change. • 

:,
got to develop nn 0rrect·1ve instrument, capnble or 

striking the necessary blow to bring about s~me change3. 

MR. Mc-CURDY-:• Would- ti,a1; 1:18'w1-th1n the 

black aomnn.mity ·itself'? 

tm. MCKISSICK: Yes. 

NR. McCURDY:would it extend· to- tl•e police 

departr..ant? 

MR. McKieSIOKt Ye~.- \~. be-1·1~ tri.l!t· if 
r 

the pont office is locatccl 1n 1In:r:-lcmr,damn it, bla.clt men . t·I- • 

·:. 

r 
l 
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ou~t t~ c~ntr:>1 the po;at office. •If Woolworths i~ 

1n l-larlcm, blaclc ou;ht to control it. If the Chemi­

cal llat1ona1 -Banlc is in Hnrlcm, Rirst National Banl(> _ 

or Dime Savings nank., blacl<: people ought to oi-m it, ... 

run 1 t., • opei"u tc 1t where they 11 ve . 

You•ve already -- white people have:nl­

ready r-clogatcd thin pl~cc called Ha1'lem ·to us, and I 

say now ·wc•re going to tal~e it over, take· it over 1oclc, 

stock., and barrel. 

MR. STILL: What about areas where white 

• • t I "'people live? . . -

··: ·.. MR. McIUSSICit: \-1hero White- people live 

they 1 ve ~t a rizht to operate that wh1cheye1~ way they­

want. 

I think what you really need, I th1nlc you 

rcnl;.ty lieec.1 .to Pead what ,m•ve already put out called 

tho "Block. Nani!'"esto" where lliC break down tho falf.;;1ty 

o.r notions in this country. We've al:rcndy said that 

everybody th~ught tl'iat blactc. people ·wanted intccration 

and that ,-:ao the r.urthcst thing rr~m the truth •. /.nd 

the bacio .rive groups ~r thinldn!:;; in the blaclc corr.munity, 

at lcost four or them tend t~t-iards blnctc people wan·tin~ 

https://rcnl;.ty
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•·c.r1~"1 "'· · • • t • .. ~., .. .l l .&'I. ... '-' ...... , I •• ~ •• .,, ,,,, 

l! • 
i 

uo three milli~·::.. .. \·:hich Marcuo Garve:,• hcl. J·:::rcu"'. Gnrvcy 

..... r,· 

. t .. 
• • I, 

., --worth a danm., 

nothinr; else. 

that 

lined 

been 

·we• ve got -:.:> control the ghctt,,. We olcnrly out­

the p1.•ob:.~::. in the ."Dlaclc Hani:'csto", ·.,hlch :ra• v~ 

givon, an.: •:-:e show you the pos1t1~n ot t'·.c rc:-~::•~­

I 

I 
? 

t1on1sta, • the r..:-:!ona11st3, the i•llr~11ns, '1nJ t·· e ~•:t(.~ 

g-.ca:ti◊u-ista ,· a:::.. the ·other oclcl-mixtu1•~ ~.:I"~u:·~ • /►.! ,: 1 

the·rie's no :a.'"oae=-1:1hy the co,rntry c~n•t t:Cnl ,:lt\. ~t 1'' f 

1t tzn.nts to·. ;~':!:.USC ·1t•s to the 

=~.llccunDY: l1ould 

court.r.,·•r, be::t 

you o~,voc.ntc n 

1.t~rc~t!'. 

-..,,...... ~ t ' • 

ate political s_:~iv1s1cn? 

I 
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that t\O I vc Got to have· :tt. I believe in r.iov1ne; to­

\•;ai-'·d• the nation s tatehoocl pattcr-n. Yes. I believe 

that. I've lived in the South nqd I 1ve lived 1n the 

Uor-th, and I've had r:rt experi~nce.3 ii1 living. I'm 

45 years old. I 1ve had to fight r~r every one or my 

lc1ds -·· I ha<l to tight for_ ntJSelf to e;o to school, and 

I had t::>_ right for every.one or rrry kids to ~o in sch~ol. 

L.rirt"J kno1·m all_ nbout rrom the dayf! -=>f 

the U.A.A.C.P. I've been fi~htin{; all of my 11!"c. If 

1· had jutit u::1cd about one-hnlf' or those pi.,oductive 

yoors, or hod th~ op-portun1 ty to use tl1em towards mntcfns 

moneys to1 1 exam; le, like white people have, I could -have 

had something, 

I have spent all my lifa r1~tin3 for • 

somcth:tnr~- thnt I didn't kl1oi;1., a phnntorn. A Phantom~ 

Eve!'yth:l.n3 I \'ianted- to do raised au· irH:;ue in some l-Jh1te 

manI s mind. If I wanted t~ cr-oss the damn street z~me 

white man fisurcd I couldn't croos in tl1is section of 

to\-m. If I wantecl to buy a h:mse, some tihite man s::iid: 

i 
J 

"m>, ho• s a· n1~c;nr, he can't buy over her-e. u 

I1' -I ,-;antea t-:.>go to the bu thi"oom, this 

1s an iE~uc. I moun I clon' t .reel like· 11vin~ 11h:e that, 

https://Eve!'yth:l.n3
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and .I ~on• t advocate that nny1Jody live like that. 

I ·say: "Hell, if this io your gari1e.1 you lt~ep the_ hell 

out or lia~lem and I' 11 l:eep tha hell or·r or your. tur:." 

If' we ,_\iant. to hnvc som~ mutu~l !,1te.~r-a­

tion., when I want to go d~'tn,t~\'m I go do\-mto~•m., and when 

you want to come to liarlem I'll let you come up here, 

bu.t I'm goine to own Uarlcm and I'm golng ·t~ make the 

lai-m, the Governm~nt in Harlem. . .. , 

And I th1n1~ that•~ the best ;.;ay to try 

to solve the pr•oblcm. I. thinl~ tha.~ thos~. _10 percent. 

that·. r,ce the- probl_cm., ,,:e•r·e dealinz ,11th 9Q pcr~cnt or 

the. blaclc maeses. ue•re not doalin~ with the 10 percent., 

that .is the 1ntegrat1onints. . Bllt ,,hat this country_. 

doesn't 11eali~e .1s that they've got to deal-with the· 

90 percent. 

Theyrv~ made some little ~I•o~r·e$-S wi.th 

. the -1nteG~~t1on1sts. They can ®Vo out to .nc·wRochellq 

Weotch~sto1,. .County, anu lit:e that, but that· re-ally ain't 

the problct!l, becnure you sec tom:>rro,1 if ::::01r.ebody Gtarts 
I 
I . 

I throwlnr; Jrl::>lot~v Cocktails, them people \',ho. nr.e intc-

I 
S-:, there!fore your problem ::1-inI t· cor~cc-rnccl f 

[ 
l 
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,d.th them. You•ve already ~~id 1ntec;rat1on ,msn 1t 

nn anowcr .!"or ·that. But your pr~blcm ;13 J~o deal ___ with 
-------:---····· •. . -· .. -- ·--- -

boat-r-ockcrn. And conErepresents the boat-rocl::era. now. 

I' thinlc that•~ the p1"oblem. How are you c;o1ng to deal 

r.m.McCURDY: • Do you ace any solution 

other than uhat you have Just· taiked about~ that is, 

:"the pol1 tical subdivision? 

MB. McKISSICI~: Wnll, I sec a·number 0 
,. 
l. 

eotutions, and 1·:e•re conntantly work1nx on probl~ma. 

we,re conr.Jtantly. worlt:l.ne; on problems. We worlc f'11 om 

many oppr:>ache~. We hnve some 25 • programG that ·t.e ar-e 

seeking to put into play., .some :Jt which nre uorking. 

Arr I jut.t no,·1 got a note fr:)m Mr~. 1Iatche1" 

hcn .. e~ ·oncl I'm •ffritinr;; them another note no\•;, becau:se • 

\:e. want . to ~at ~ th~ r;oin~ out •the_ro that we thinlc is 
.. 

neede_d to really nnke this an cttect1ve community. 

come youth· c:md go into the community ·1n N6rth Ctn"olina. 

Wo.t r·e tallc:i.n~ a bout s?::1c com:mercial pro£,-rtrnis. I'm i· 
r: 
I 

I

"I'.: 
I 
I 

https://worlt:l.ne


·-- . -

24 

ancl I believe tha.t this is an araa i·th1ch ·we have 

~orely neglected. I•m been hollering about this for 

the_ last roul." yea-r::.. I tried to s~~l an. economic p_ro-

that \·le_ have eot •to really lootc_ at the problem ~n t:i. 

total eeni~e or _really rcl_inqui~hin~_ po~•;er. 

I· thinlc -the· ,~h1tc man ha~ got to say ar.1 

I \'11111.ng to l"elinquish -some p::Y~·rer• 

. : MR. NcCURDY: \'/hat do y,ou thin~ would be 

the m?st effective aeviac that could come out or the 

CQtmnic::::!i:m01:•.. its _study? 

... · .. ...im. . · l,lcKISSICK: Well, I think that the 

f'irat thing that coulcl co~ out or it is.that."'.'- I c1on•t 

know 1-ihether you I l'·C going to ever got -- I clon' t. know 

whether your Coms~ission io going ~o get th~_crcdibility 

in the f il"S tf placo that 1t needs • I . think y-:>u_l'~omrriis~ 

sion is no·t made up right. It• s a political Commission. 

I think there at>e tt·JO Ol'' tht,ee oi.s takes 

made at t.r..eoutset. I cJo-:-i•t thlnlt yo 1J put anybody in it 

who expressed -- nobooy I s permanently on the C~mri11ns1~n 

https://11111.ng
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stand or you just-do some in-breeding; hearing :f'roin 

cveryb.:>dy ,1110 th1nlcs jufl t alit<e. 

Anybody can BO bef?1,e the mir.1."'or anu 

talk to· h!m~c-lf,. you lm:rw., and I think that's -1-1hat 
I 

'1you•r-e- go1n3 t::r get. I don•t think a lot or people_. 

tntst you.·. Your oreclibility - you•ve 13ot a credibility 

gap there. -Also you•re ma~nly pol1tic~l, so you•ve tot· 

tt;o erctl1bi11ty ·gaps. - ·rt doesn't l.001, like you really 

want nny in.t'o1"mation, in the·1oat analynis. I don•t 

think you•r-e rcmlly gett:tnz - and· :t don• t think a lot 

or peo:91e. ara ~n~ to ever tel~ you ~mythini~ :-because 

they don't trust you· and. they ·thinl<: that ail you 1 re 

g3therinz ··now t;ettinr; inforw..ation tt~ use·1s aga1rist 

them. 

And a ·1ot or people I've hear·d say that. 
. . 

'l'11oy ,-i~,ult.111tt' .ten you a- darnn thin~ for the slmple ?-ea-

son thnt all you 1 rc go1nr; to do is try t9 ta!rc t-rhat 

I don't fear that; 

because I d~n•t; fin;ure that a lot or people are cnpt!ble 

01'" lcr1owln~ ho\'1 to ute 1-1hat they 1 vo got, you know, ·on the 

: ~ 
t 
t 
I 



I'm goinz to toll you wl1at I· thinl-c., 

:I 1 r.i e;~inB to· al\-:a·ys keep the door open~ with tho hope 

that somethin~ can ba ,-:orlccd out. If the door a1n 1 t 
-
open. then I know what r-ole I• m e;:>ing to play and I la-iow r 
you lm~w what role you' r·c go1n{$ to plny, or the Commis-

\ aj.on • 3 going to play, you :Jee. . • • • 

MR. McCUnDY: What recomr:ienaations clo you I
! 

t­think the C~1mnisaion ought to malce? 
l 

I•lR. I,IciaSSICK: - I· th1nlc tho Commission 

c:>ught to really oay lot•s change this Commission, in. I 
the r1rot damn place and mat-::eit credible and to .1r"1t::o 

it. reliable., and 03t some people uho kno1-:w~nt they• 1."0 

c1o1ng. • And I don• t th1nl< that many people on the Com-

mlns1on know uhat they 1r..-c doing. They don•·t want t~ 

even app~ach the problem r·1eht. .... 

HR. 1-IcOtrnDY: Well1 how Gh_:>ulcithey np-

prottch •1t? " 

-lJffi. HcKI3SICK: I think they our;ht t'~· 

--- :, I 

pooplo to i=-.ulcc tho blncl~ rnnn roach thio stntc of th1nlc-

1n~. Uhat hao tho t1hito man d:,ne\ Plot the roles or 

white people., not the role~ of blaclc people~ ncJc~ine 
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Cl"iJne. /u1cl 1 scy that as a lrrwyer. .He-define crin~c. 

\:.Ihat • is Cl"ime·t Have white p~:)ple cornmi tted crime~ 

c.gain~t blaclc people'? If' you mnke an approach J.1tce • 

that, maybe you can get C"!)mc vnl:hli-ty:. 

But when you'-:r·e- go.in~ 'bo automatically 

thr·ow tl:e blame on blaclc people to start orr- ,-.1th, t.hen 

I 1 m hell-i)ent against you, becaune I kno\-1 that m, aren't 

that clumn cr1rrd.nal _in tho first place. • we· are a very 

fr-iendly.1 docile people., and we've been on thin conti­

ncmt, and wat vc made this God-c.larnt1• continent ,that it· is. 

It· 1•iasnI t the \'Thi te man 1·1ho matle it. JI~ hn<l the money. 

But our at:t1tuc1o and our t:11sposit101:1 is· 

1,;hat made 1t· possible ror him to- mnlte it, and he aii-1•~ 

had cn=>uc.~ gratitude to say: ..Than_k;__y~u,_·_r._1qp. Rven·when· ... . ~ 

wo helped. h1ra tal:c the country from the Indians, he · 

even live up to his proi:iit1a or 40 am-!O!l nn<l a mule when 

the Union Sharr.um never could l1avc cot throu:::;h Atlanta 

without the black c~ts ,-iho joined him ancl rnaclc 1t pos­

Eible for him to r;o tln"Oueh Atlanta. • They ncve~ could 

you ror t;1at. 

;,.. " 

..,. 
:-

https://Sharr.um
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• • 1.'his is the_ cc;>~~t~✓- _~r .. 1rtG.I'~t.i~uc1o t~ ----· .. - .. 

blaclc people., and :I thlnl: you ne~d to uncier;,,tand ---- ·- -·---·----·- - ---·-- ----- --· ··- - ____ ,.__.,.____ _ 

white people better \.inderotancl why blaclc pe~ple htite 

therll, ancl then t-r.y:-to ,1orlc fr-om that point of posi'l."i.on, 

r-a-tho.:.-taan blaming- black people, b_ecnuse bla•:?k peovle 

don I t even knO\'i i·,hy thcyt re blaming ~hem in the first 

/\nd if they d>n't lcnowwhy they 1 ro blnniing 

them, you can condemn them all.y~u want., but·they clon1 t 

accept your condemnation., they don I t acf.!ept your r:io·ral 

standards. 

You•ve a=>t two oets or values. Hell# 1r 

you a~k me.·do .I steal, I have stole becaua~ I had to 

steal. I wanted to so to collee;e. · I• v·e bell-hopped 

and ,,;ai tcd tables and I cl-onI t thin!~ there I s a dar.m thin1 

wr•onr,: with ·i'b . · He-eettt-ee, 1;1:•I had n' t. at~ le I never could 

ho.ve made. it. And a \·;hole lot or blaok pc:>plc .steal. 

J\nd it they have to work--· and I r·ene:m­

'ber in 1939 \'1hcn you had t0 wo1"k for 15 cents an h~ur, 

there ,;;ere blac!c men 1-.h~l;orkeO ror \·:hite men t:ho i·iere 

·! 

,·
·•· 

.i 
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~hey did, to~. 

And I thinl< \·:hen you start .talk1ne about 

the values o.r .th~ white nociety_ and tho values of the 

lil'ack ::;ociety, . boy\ ther-e I a• n gap\ You• ve cot t" r-eally 

~ecogn1ze who.t \1e•ve ~o.ne •. And clon•t .(':>rgot.·that mon­

sters -- ,:e created this dnmn problem thot '\';e1vc got, 

this m:mstcrouo problem. We creo.tec1 it. I think the 

,-1hita r.ian' a got to sta1't looltine at himsclr. 

• MR. I,1cCURl)Y: If you were on the C:>mmt~­

B!Qn, ii' you wel'._'e ~oing to f:'lat~e the recommendations.-to 

the' Pres-:tden_t., \'w'h:.tt 1"'ecor.11!1Cndations\•1ould ycu r~lcc'i 

-?•m. McKISSICIC; Well., I don't \iant t.o 

say what. r-ecommendations I ,-rou1<1 want to make right now. 

l think tie 1 ve, got a eeries or programs that_ Itm talking 

ab~ut. I cJodt mean just -- . one or tho bi~c-~t ..pr,01,.1.oraz 

\'.O:"vo t501;, 'H6 just qu:lt talkin~ in CORE ha:tC tho ti.me., 

we loo!-c at it. And I'n not jur:t tryin~ t? mqkc no rc~om-

I v-.nda.i..ion"' '""or th~ ""t··e~" I'..... 1ntel"'"'!~~·e,l ~ .....t~. -,1n•..•.· '·o·~ I,, ..;. J. . • .... I." ,;,~ • ,,, ..,._., .IJ.J -·v " 
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They never did attempt to eive a rationai 

<lcfin1t1~11 of black power\ They w.acle black pouer ess~­

ciated t,~ta1J.y \'11th vo:tlcnce. This ,,men• t the intcrtb. 

~hcl thia :1:6the mmc thine; I uas talldng about earlier. 
'· 

So tho prcsB 1~ just anbacl ns the other pn:rt of 1t. 

I made a stntement before thc-Arr.ericnn 

. 
they\·cr-c printing 

ench othe1 .. , then 

don•t put n dar.tn 

. 
10 when ·tl·:o black 

you put that on the 

th1ng·e1sc in·there'.-· 

peo.ple on the soolcty pa$e • and then· 

-

meri t-:ere. r1ehtini 

first r,a~e. Y::>u 

You J)Ut the 

you say they• r•e_ • 

.talkln~ rtb~ut a scparatiut society. "7ou1ve already 

e.eparated them. Y~u see what I• m tryinr; to :rn:y'; 

You~ alr~acly ocparated them~ So I 
. . . . 

t-hi-nl~ w~""vo-~ to l:oot: ·at: ~hat t-;h1te pe:>plo do. P' 

th1nlc that would be the first npproi,.ch. 

• J\~.d then you• re tal!:inz about. la1-: nnd 

order 1n the st1•eots ..• 

HR. nccunuY: • Yes, I ~-:anted to ask: you 

c~lna irt the tt~cets ~111? 

I 
I 

I 
I 

!I 
I 
[ 
I • 
I 

I 
f 

t 
I 

: 
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· MR. NcKISSICK:. \·fell., I thinlr you tre 

just bessins ror an issue.. I think that• s or:e \·my to • 

bait. n trap, because I thin!< you•r~ going; to h~vc to 

~pring n trap and 1t ~in' t t;oing to be a go.od. t~ to 

cprinr;. 

t~IH. MoCU1IDY: Uhat do you rr.can~? 

MR. McKISSICK: I think you 1 re just· 

baitin£; it for people. I thinlc you 1 re setting: the· 

indicting Dr. npoclc, I thinlc 1nd1i!ting William co.rr1n, • 

at.,.,• .Yalo . ., all ·you• re doing is tcttin~ the fl tae-e, te- do 

thG., sama thing to blaclc people. I thinlt black people 

reaiize it, too •. 

l meon th15 is the sumc uay you did 

Dodd anc1 _Po\';ell. You umde a mistal<:e when you t·:cnt l1rte1 .. 

Po\"1ell first, s~ y-:>u had to g~ set a ·white r.m.n to r:...a'i/ 

tha-t. you a:l:n·•t t,"Ot no double standard. But then a:rter 

you go-t-a l·ih1to 1nan you didn t t clo n~thing to him. 

ll:->lf you 1 re jur.ipinr; on Sp9ck. and \·jl11:tam 

Cof'f'in at Yule on the gl"-ou:1dsthat they ar-e a&sist!ne 

in v1olntin3 the lau i_n r5ivin3 ini'or-mntion to '.·1,-:>uld-le 

I . 
I 
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going to -do it t~ \'Jhitc re~ple t'ir•st, tQ you can juctif-'.f 

·nny more brutal thinss that ;;ou•X'e r:;oin~ to <lo to·bla~k 

people. And black people !<noi·1 it. ' .. 

number· o.t them a:i."'elo~1nG faith in thic countr~, nm'l 

th1s· count:rytn ability to colve the p:r-oblemc. They 

rnalce Snlgon have a priority ovc'r' Detr~1 t or Hcn•;nr·k\ They 

t3pend G6 billions dollars n oay fightine; that ,-:ar ovei~ 

there, o.ncl it conto them *370.,000 ..... tho r1s-u.res up a. 

Viet Cone; that t10 ld.11. 

And man\ wc•re paying with our lives 

action, the way blacl( paoplc are doirrc it., and it lo:>lcs 

termir_iate blac:~ people and yclloi-; people. 

t And ,:e arcn It over thoi•c 1'1r;htin~ ro:r
I 

l 
I over thct ..e ouiht to be spent here., ·s.olvins. t:1e pr·o1}lcm~. 

I 
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or· white people, rac1ill. :.mprorr~cy idcu., that \1e can't 

really sec where this country's 501ng, an<l I think the 

co\.mt1"y ic slo\'1ly moving towal"<l Fnscirra. I thint: ·the 

country' G nl~wly movin~ toward Fuscism. I· thinlc u1u:m 

the r.iayot> .-- let•a just loo!c at the incl1cos oL' thir,. 

•You loo.!: cl~wn ~t Miami,. Fla., tho chief or pol:1.ce clotill 

there., he ann◊unced tho hell ,-11th the Humnn P.elutions 

('

•I 

all this thine;. 

Y:>u turn .right around and you've c;ot in 

Philndolphia., Riz~:oto -- ,-:hat's hia name -- Rizlo, and 

you oomo 1 .. ight on up the eount:t"'J her·o, and you find that 

they• re doinG· ~the same thing to LcR:::>1 J·?nes ovel"' he1:e. 

Sttfitpr.ession. or rree speech. A judge is sentenoinf~ a m"1n 

on the basis or two repor-tf.J that he wrote, W'.1ich 1r; cn­

tir~ly, ont end out, oven 1n the record., beyond tJ;e ovi-

·.....dence. 

And you tnll black p~oplc t.o h~ve r·ctpcct 

I 

for law and :-)r<lcr? And 1.r I jul'.l1p up --- \·;hat do you t·mnt 

111e to do, atand t!p anc1 tell 'blnck people to hovo r~spcct 

https://pol:1.ce


etupid position like that. 

peoplo,. A ·very good· job. livet-y .. t:bte 'bhey- rc!',rnc t~ 

e;ive them a job, they come back home and thoy11.te t"Cctdy 

to tak~ your business ~ Eva1-:--.1time they t1•y to r.iake a 

eucceso,·and they say hail no, you don't prom:,l;o tt1cm 

in the baJ1ks·, ·you don l t promote thom in the ~H:): t ,;;if tice, 

ther.1 i.n Civil Service/ you don I t give· them a .1-:>b 
1 

and 

y~ti keep· them -in· the gutter a11cl you • keep them ln the 

I str<:tit, r:ian, youire breeding nll -of th~ thinz t:int you • 

tJant to do.I 

·I thinlc. 

because or n white supr•efik"'lCY n-ttitudo und ti;o tnabiJ.ity 

. tell you this: I don I t even com:~unicatc w1 th r. ·.yb~dy on 

y-ot·1-. G:>mi.dsaioH \. 'I- don 1 t c.o:-.·Jn,.m:tcat.c.\:::l th t: ·• '-:\ .·.:::>ho·.-1 

can they· ui:derotand me'. • A,-<l J; d<i ·re=eaene ' ·<>c,,r,ent 

I . 
I 

I 
I 

! 

. ,. 

,' 

f 

• 1 
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of tho pe~plo in this countr·y, arid by the reco)?ds; 

it lo:,ks like that we reprc,sent r1vo -t1t1c.s more thnn 

I used to •think. 1•;0 reprcoentca . three months ac;o. 

r • \,, •. •. • • : And so:me how or anothc:Jr I'm not com ... 

c~nmmn1cate \iii th them, th~y really ere not hcar·ing 

what you a1"C ·trying to cay. They :iro tri;ii1~ to find 

a ·short-cut _nolut1on to keep rrom c;ivin~ ttp some po11er. 
I 
\ And 1r that's the idea thatt"r:etro commun1cat1nr; on,. that•s 

i not going to do eny. gooct. We·' just might nil ·well 

I understt.tnd. Q.nch othc:' 1 s position. , ...: 
I 

I 

\ the end result what is all this go1ns to lead to? -You1 

\ know., we're on ·the road to uenocide nnd we're n~t --
\ 

tt locms- 11!re ~at-rq- on a co111s1o-n cour•se. t:e•rc really 

\ 
the blnc\::: comrm.mffy, o-r <lo anything about it in any r,wan-

1ngrul way. What-is g~1nf,; to be tho end i-e2ult7 ·: 

I-ffi. Nc!{ISS-ICIC: • Well., I don•t know. I 

oould ver<J ca~ily nay that ConG,'X'ossou~t to appropriate 

tho billions or c1.ollar:z over a ~eries of perioan ot_ye<!rs. 

I could point to tho pr-o;rnmn that \'iO nrc tr•y1116 to set 



ttp and establish in CORE., I coulcl point to a number 

of things lilce thatJ but the prog1"ams ore not '.':;Oinr; 

to solve everything;, the attitude that the white man 

has to1·mrclo the blnck man., or·.thc attitude that the 

black man has tol1ar-d a. white IJ1.an. 

r-m.STILL: Do you thinl<: \'iC can deal with 

this attitude, do you thinlc it can. be dealt with realis­

tically? 

MR. McIOSSICK: Yeo, if you want t9 

listen to oomebody and try to deal w1 th it realistically. 

\ And you may make so.me .errors., but yuu• re goinr~ to have 

to tru.at some people, and you can't just 'brus-·i; thoee-

pcoplc becauoo the~e people say what you l4ant them to 

Bay. H:>Wror instunce,· ur,ban .Coalitrm made. one ·11e11 01' 

a m1ctake in Detroit., and they don• t even unde::i."stand • 
(.,,. . 

- • r.} <· 
\•;hy they rnaclc-a m1stalce and why K11rig coulcln I t talce that 

$-100.,000. They really don 1 t undorstancl it·t--

That 1 s pecause they 1ve never really heard 

nothing nbou·t what black po\·rer 1s. And they vi:>J.atc 

every principal or black power.,. expecting him t'.:> take 

1 t, and ho would have been conciuered a tmll-ont., a'tld 
I~ 
I 

1: 
I 
.. 
i 
I 
I• 
I 
i 
!, 
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he l!-'.)Uldn t t hU\iC been any r.:::iod to h1r;i~clr, nnd ho 

wouldn't have be~n r,ood t◊ th0 clty of Det:r.'O:i.t if he 

I 
\ 
\ that' s where they ~~001.'cd • 

firo t npprai~al or: the rti.a ttc~c-s I ::::a1:1,\ 

' 
that Neg;roen are ci plea.cant; and C fr·iencJly mid u Q()C:'i.lc\ 
per:,on a.nd thin seems t0 be borne c,u-t. The-re· ,;ns an 

attitude survey that was t:Jlccn that Ecc.111cdto say that 

\ 
i 
\ 

comments to make on thn.t? 

https://Q()C:'i.lc
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po~itio~ is thnt thci blnck mun, 1r you treat him right; 

nnd you trcnt him 1"o.1r-, you cnn cct nlon:; \':1th hir:i. Yoµ 

can r;ct ulonc; ui th him.. We• ve been docile .ror nll thcoc 

number or yearn. rut uh:,, i~ it t!1at the c'lo01l1ty ifJ 

Thnt 1s bccuu::c wo1vc .f~uncJ· out tJ~1.t t11c 

sr..all slice oi' tho pie, tn.:m he a~n' t c·.ren want t~ giveJ 

you· u pnrt of' the chimn p:tct Y~u tell h1r:-: you ~rant the 

you seo. .i\nd that t n rt hell or u dL'i'crence. •because 
~ 

The. ccon6r.i1c s-y.zte.i.:;1n:: ,;ell ~ti the p:>li tical cys tern. 

l 
lI 
I.. 

I 
l. 

I 

f 
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it acrinitely says -that they t:ould not ai10,-r this to 

come about. Ic there any comr;;cnt ~n thnt? 

im. NclCTSSIC!(:• l!cll, I think thnt tho1"e 

is ~ome truth to that. I th1nl: that· there are oo 1?".any 

pattcn1~ of ~ontrol. You can so to each cit~r, tmtJ 

·vi.ce 10 c~ntrolled by the un<.lcr-\:iorld. Y'.JU: sc:<t, I. thinlc 

that 1r this C~rrun1os1on or Civil Disorde1~s l"eally wa:itea 

to clo something, \~hy don• t you come out l,ith n otuJy on 

vice, -who c~r1t:rolc the under-world., pros.acute all. theee· 

i'-Ol"r!'l o.r ec{;)no:mic zla\101--.y t:hich in controlled by tho 

dtnt Joh?12011 o~fer-ed no leaclemhip. Druss, one e>r tho 

major problems in this area, llC ou~t to lcJallze the 

drtiE.;D 1n 01 .. dcr to take. tho pr~!'it out or ·the dru!];s •. I 

think that i,ie•vo got to <.10oor;:e irriaginative tllinl-:iuz 

ii' 1·:et:nnt to •clear the pr:>blc1:i·.: or· tha Ghett~. 

You C3n I t tn Ui:: n:,:>ut clcGtring tho prob-
. 

lcr.is of the ghctt~ unless you tal1t ab~ut tl:e vice in 

I . 
I 
I 
.I 
r-



-·----------------

ta~:>J.s it., and t1':en yau GO t~r-tc', to the r:anc~.:: in the 

oyn•:11catc. 

r-m.STILL: Dut uo ~IOU. lcnow o-r: uny cvi-

J.m. llclctS~ICK: • I have heard nome rum~r::;. 

snid <.lo ;r:Jhavc evidence,· I have no fi1"~-t-hand evi<lcnce. 

I have some hcaI'-say evidence., nnd I uould. be i.n-!l:lnccl 

to recognize· ·the individuals that I have tallwd toT I 

would contiicJer them credil1lo \·:1tncsscs. Bu.t I still 

woulcl not t::-,y· that this 1s c:.inclunivc evidence by any.• 

means. • 

MR. STILL: \!hat do you th1nk•io go:".'lG t~ 

happen· thie summer? . 

boen·done to brin~ about c11n~ccs for bla6k pe6ple nince 



. 

r 

41 t. . . 
gunn ana rlncc tha ;;•;, bcinr,:; cuil t and b~ug~1t in ,111 r 

:v~dy to r:;ho:,t then do.im. The.~ j.ivz.t ,:mnt to tr·y c,u_t 

the.no \'!Ca!,Ol1S on black pcopJ.e. 

·1 don•t knoH.· Black r,eople trl.ght no-t 

decide to let you jl.'!.St nhoot them doim like cats a,1d 

they o.in 1 t (ping to go like that 

If I 

no· c1mmi t:an .. chamber And I a!n't tell.in~ them t!:> 

e;o1 then we've got. to figure oilt ways nncl moans • 

. 
or- 1•el~llim1, or i:hatcvcr w~.rd .•.. 

rm. t.lcKISSICIC: Thnt•s the r1~t ·word, 

rebellion. 

• J.'!R. ?:lcCURDY: D:-i you think th::it rebel-

11.ons ar-c goinz to tal-:c a difJ:'crcnt f'o11m, in lisht ·or 

;,hot has 'been happ~minr:;. and uhut in likely to hn)ipcn? 



f ' 
' ' 112 

.in{;ton., Durhan, U.C., 01 ... Char•lotte.: N.C,., C~luubin., S.C., 

cot a common tln ...cad_ thnt is nm:.mg them 

'J!hcy all know t·1mt the. ,-:hi tc man is eot 

.. 
All it-takes ±s some t:tt1pl:d whl:te cop "bi.1e cup is al-

takes is one. stupid \·1hi te cop to oomo in and cxe1•c:i.nc 

..the· \f.i:\On~ .amotmt o: po•.:cr, nnd. lle I vc cot a thins coins. 

I 

·And that 1 ::; gcccrnlly what hnp~1cns. Pror:1 

r 
tstopped it ~no c.lny. D..!t thnt•t nll it tnkoo t:.J coi:1-
t 

l 

https://cxe1�c:i.nc


made then like thut. J\11 that hate has pilled up.:, 

nnc1 zencr-ated d1t-illuc1onmcnt and di5pa1r, fru3t1"'a-

T"t1ey cl:>n I t o,m th~ lnncl they li vc on. .. 
I ,. 
< 

i .. 

t~ bappcn.· Hell, if' you hnven 1 t cleaned it ·up in the 

lnet centuries und decades., 1t•s ntiJ.l the:c,e, brother., 

and all it tclcc3 is en incident, and its goinG to hit. 
I 

And when 1t hi ts: .then you I ve cot y,)ur • 

prob 1-i:;.m• • • · .. .. 

1-m. McClIT,DY: 1i1hcn do yo.u think the p1,oblcm 

-- do you th:lnl~ that· the. clisor-der or rcbe111,.:m 1:ill tot:e 

the t,a.":le shape 1t has or cl:> you think 1t I s e·::>1ne;to ta!-=c 

HR-. I:L~.I~SSICI(: I've (rJt a lot ';),f' notio~ls 

a:-:cl :tdenz on that·, but ·r ~;ould not want to Otle to ~ay 

that 1•:tr;ht r1011. :c•vc ~t SOffiO opinior..a about it., and 

(Discusz1on ~:r~·the :r·ecord.) 



your opi~1ion or the adrr:inist1•at:ton o:~ otu• \:Clfarc 

Mn. r.Jr~KISS!CIC: \Jell, first or all I 

think the \·;el.fare cystcr.1, the· poverty prov=-nmn, ond· t 

r.mch prozrc.ni:3 n-ro a fa!'cc ••• I think 1t liC .r·cally are f 

I 
welfare nnd really aboliDh poverty by letting cver'J­

bO:dy hav~ a stake in what eoing on in this s◊ciety. • • 

So. I think 1:ocial uorl~ is someth1n3 

tlwtts out of da~.,, a- bunch o.r soci~l workers i:.10:tnc 

doine or ho·w to do 1t, ond tro jur; t r·eally uren t t try1n:,; 

. to solvo the p1"oblems t.ha t we I ve sot;· t~day. I 
He' r-e not 11 v1ng in 1920 any more, u11<l I

I 
I 

[ 
l 

r-eed to live and hn'JO ~om<;thing, l,ut I ·oal1eve _1 • l.clp-

t. 

l~ 1'illin~ the nc• ~· •:o 



l 

J,m. McCUHDY: You have to- loav-e h~~ 

HR. NcKI-SSICK: . Yes., I hnv.e t~- lCt}V~. 

here in a minute . • J\nd I lrant you to leave r;oi·r. · 

l'IR. f,!cCUHDY: Yes, O .K. I <.1ori't i.·mnt­

'to keep yo'lt. D..tt· one question. I want to eek you. Ir 

you junt • hod the po,;er to chance 0;10 thing in this 

country., ·what ,roul<l you change?. 

• · .. · rm .. MciaS~ICK: Id I stop the wa~ in 
-

Vietnam. We've firet or all iot to have some morality. 

\'le 1ve r:;ot to have a scnoe or ruorality.t nncl y-=>u1ve e:ot 

t~ 1c·t people know why you're stopping it. After- you 

ztop tht1.t, then your second move would be to see \Er.at 

funds could be nllocntcd. · 

Call nn cxtra~r-clinnry ::or;-sion or the C~n-

C'.:>nr.;r~so run. I'd br-ing in key pc~plo. '\tho c~ulcl tall_: 

nnd r·c'J.ate t..l:c.1 c1eal ,-i-1th the proble1.1z of t.hi: c~tmi::cy. 

I 

I 

1: 
I 

I 
l 
! 

i 
1 
I 

I 
I,. 
I 

!· 
i· 
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An e:-·trnor·-cU.n~ry tc:Js1on, of the COn[;ress. Bee~ut;e 

. one of the 1;hinga, r.:~st oi.' our Cong!:'e.nsmcn arc pol:i_.-

and they can 1t m::>ve. 

any clnmn thin~ and I 1d have not:hin0; but educational· 

pr•oi5ram:;, 01~ pr·oe;r·ams hea.t .. ing this dialozuc. Thcr·c 

\·t-:iuld be r.ior,itor~ all over. 011 every l;;:ey per:!on r~ho 

was .. tnJ.king ~n c~nsreos. Tnl?dncr D.bout how to deal . 

td th this problem, 

. \•Jith soma ir:rmediatc p1~oblems. And then I 1 d dca 1 with 

"B~nc1·L~id 11 pr'op~taln·.:.\'1hile I was trying to r·cn~h a lon,.::;­

range pl'"Ogrtun. I'd i"ind out \-;ho thn people ·won.•-t. n:1cl 

who the poop le -.;ill tr·ust to repr-e::;cnt them, nno X' '-L ~ee 

throu;;hout this countr<J, nn<l I i·roulcl :really er.;--ph~ol::~ 

the buildin3 of n blaclc ccnnom.i..c ba~e, bln•~k c . 1J.i:',~1c 

bnsc, Capitalism iz either ~oin~ to full or r,, 11
• o,: 

\;rhcthor the black r.-:.~_n abcc◊i:;es capitalist. 
. "' •• I .,' r-m . l ,~ CURi'r)Y : One r.1or·c c::.ucntio,, 

going to let you. r;o. 



I 
. .. -- - -- ...._ 

t 
1,m, · l1cCURDY: It" you conlc1 r.~~lm nny 

ohnn:;;es woulcl you mu!rn? 

HR, J:!clCTSDIGK: Ucll, first of all I 
;. 

met uriy kius that y~u ca-:-· find, ai'ter Worl<J Wal .. II: 

ti!'tE:r- World Hur II, in Di.1rham, N ~C. 

·, - •. ·, And· I knotr what can 1><3<lor,,.e u1th lc.:tdo, 

and you can give· me the ~most otupicJ k:1(.ls that you can 

skill, when he 1 s fin1:!h.cd high school, n~t colleGe. 

·HR. STILL: Some o ~ those chc1n2;es ::mg-

An<l they present •.• 

f 
r 

https://fin1:!h.cd
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those, we've cot to ciianr;c the !'ramowor~<: or our 

·oocicty, and that• s tho reason I ~ay 1•1c need an 

. . 
l tr1ir;lc you I ve r.;ot to listen to bla~k 

I peoplo. All tho.Ge Conc:r-ensmen up·:.:..bhcre that are tall-:­

ing, they've got to reuliz,~ that_ nll they• ve bc·en 

\ 

\ -~o cor.10 blaclt talk for a. chance. And they've got to 

o·r p~oplc beforo them with really· pr-epai•ed documents 

and s~.;ater.icnts, to r·eallY give them ~011,e or the ansi:or3 

t~ the pl:'obler.t3, be~ausd' they don•t knqw and- they 

ain 1 t r:;oinc; to get· it th~ t1ay they 1r·e goin~ nbou~ it 

• t ....._no\·l. They a~n•t ho.ve it. 

rJR. ·uccUH.DY: I::; there a_ny ·l:'eco~-:cmda~ 

I tion, as a ri1~::tl woro, thnt you. ,·:ant to t!.Uke to this 
. I 

Com,:.;l~aion.: or tmything y-~u t,ant to say to them, in . 

any m.nrmcr'.-

z,m.I·1cr:I~SICK: m,, I don I t have any 

i.'1nnl ,rorJ, ae such. I don't ht'.ve •nny !'inal ,-:o~d. I 

I 
·I; 

j 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

a­
ij 
I 

https://uccUH.DY
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I 
I 
i 
t 
I 
I 

I I think "1e• vo zot .to moot anu de-al ,11th the p1"0blcm. 

I It's just 111cc \';e. hn_d o prohlem t:"ith : 
I 
l, 

l 
were ablo to colvo it anu it didn't oprcad. · 

we•ve zot pr~blems that ncod aation 

right a1•,q/ arJd you can I t say thi115s generally. I 

th1nlt one nocdc the r.mahanimn to move nnd operate and 

eons ttin.-t: • cor.unun1c.a t1on. •. • 

CoJ.1lllUr11.cat1oni~ goin~ to have to oo on 

ouuGc he aoeon't thinlc :like a 1 :hftc man, the '\':h.1tc r.ion 

just <11=.countG ·thnt i<Jca. l:ut bets ~ot to clcnl ,-n.th 

thnt idea. •He' 1; goinr:; to deal ui th it one way or· the 

other. 

' 
I 

l 
l 

• 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
! 

"i 
I 
I 

• I 

~ 
• Ii 

t 



f 
t 

l 
to'.mrd n uni'cecl ·01aclt f'ront fo1' all eroup::? l 

J . 

l'eal tight on cor,m:unl.cati.on~. And ~(~ nSPQC.iA.tc ,-ii.th 

groups all o;:'er the country whether the carey ti1e nar.1a 

·of CORE or not. And r·1e;ht now we•vc got evcriy con-

cei vublc philosophy ,,,;1thln CORE on the common bar,it5 or 

blaclc philosophy and black thinking; anc1 I lcno--.,;our 

spcctnct\lur c;riowth ovet• the 

that that typo of' th1nl:1ng 
.,i 

i here, I would think, because' I 

what 1s your r·eligion., no\·:. 

t:to-n. 

pant ycai-a \·;ould indica.tc 

of a blaclt unit~ctd front is 

,;,e • r-e not anlcine; n pei"lson 

He don• t ask that qucs­

blnct:: communi-ty nnd ,-:ork roI• black p:n~er, and I ju.st 

and Political .Re~lity \itH, th~ column., and that• n one 

or the articles I' vc ,,;ri tten o1nce I ncroed to· ~tart 

,-~l tine; on the fil"'S t 0£' Ja.nuur·y. Jmd you can so ba~k 

https://indica.tc
https://nSPQC.iA.tc
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depth. 

you very muc_h. 

l·ffi. HcKISSICl~: Q .IC. 

. f.ffi. McCURDY: Lott 3 c:ut it oft' not·:. 

(End or in t;ervievr. ) 

. 

\ 

\ 
\ 
I 

\ 
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UNl'i J-STATES DEPARTMENT. OF J_ fICE 

;oRAL BUREAU OF. INVE~TICATIONo 

Detroit, Michigan 
December 13, 1966 

J:,ONJi'U>;EN'fIAL 

Re: Speaking Appearance Of Floyd 
B. 1c Kissick, National Director 
Of The ongrcss Of Racial 
Equality, At Detroit, ~ichigan, -.· 
December 11, 1966 

On December 13, 1966, a source who has furnished 
reliable information in th.e past advised that Fl-oyd B. 1!c Kiss_ick, 
National Director of the Congress Of Racial Equality _(CORE), 
was the featured speaker at a fund raising affair held on 
December 11, 1966, ~t the Central United Church of Christ, 
7625 Linwood, Detroit, ~!ichigan. This affair was sponsored 
by CORE and the Inner City Organizing Committee (ICOC). 

The source stated that -there were apprc>xima tely ...532 people present at this affair and that it was announced. 
that $581.00 had been collected for CORE and the ICOC. 

Mc Kissick spoke on the emergence of black power 
and said that 1966 is the year that the Negro g:tlr~d his. dignity .. 
lic Kissick stated that COP.:S was in serious financ;ial difficulty 
and urged future support fror.1 the community. 1!C Kissick 
explained in detail the term "black power"· and r-ointed out 
that the wh~te man fears this slogan.· 

The.source advised that another speaker during the 
evening was Alvin Harrison of the Adult Comr.iun:l ty :,lovemen t 
for Equality {.\C:.LE)", who appeared to be quite militant, 
urging that Negroes in P.hodes ia take up guns ai~d drive t~e 
whites into the Cape of Good Hope. 

Source further advised that ~ Dr. I :;r.:eal (phonetic) 
from Africa, who stated he represented the United Arab 
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0 0\ 
Re: Speaking Appearance of.Floyd 

B. ~c ~issick, at Detroit 

Republic, also spoke and stited that the Negroes in Africa 
~re ready to aid in the fight of- the American Negroes for 
freedom. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
co~clusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the 
property o~ the Federal Burca~ cf Investigation and is loaned 
t"o your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside y~ur agency. 
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t(}rEo STATES DEPARTMENT o~)usTic:s 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In R<'ply,P/('(Ue Refer to 

Eu•No. 

100-35635 

COMPIBE:fT IAt. 

NATION OF ISLAM 
INTERNAL SECURr~'·1 - NATION OF ISLAM 

A characterization of the Nation of Islam (NOi) is 
attached hereto. 

On September 7 ,· 1966, a confidential source advised 
that Floyd B. Mc Kissick of the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) met with Elijah Muhammad, the national leader of the 
NOi, on September 6, 1966, at the latter's residence, 4847 
South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago,. Illinois. The meeting, which • 
lasted for some thirty minutes, was the result of several invi­
tations extended to Mc Kissie~ by Muhammad. 

.. -Muhammad and Mc Kissick discussed black unity. 
Muhammad emphasized that Mc Kissick must follow his program 
and unite under the t'crescent" of Islam. Muhammad told 
Mc Kissick that there·was nothing for the black man under 
christianity and during the mseting he, Muhammad, went into 
an anti-white tirade. Mc Kissick's general reply to any pro­
posals put forth by Muham.imd was that he would have to take 
it up with bis Board of Directors. Muhrum"i!ad's tiTade was 
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extremely in poor taste and resulted in Mc Kissick becoming cool 
toward~ Muhammad and cutting the meeting short. No evidence of 
rapport between Muhammad and Mc Kissick was noted as a result of 
this meeting~ 

Floyd B. Mc Kissick is the Director of the 
Congress of Racial Equality. 
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1 APPimDIX 

NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly referred 
to as the Muslim Cult of Islam, also kncwn 
as Muhammad's Temples of Islam 

In Janua?.·y, 1957, a source ~dvised :ELiJ~!,J-! :,ttJH:\M~·t\Dhas 
described his or.ganizat.ion on a n~tionwicle ba'3is :..s the ''Nation of 
Islam" and "Muhammad's 1·empl0s of Islam." 

On Apri 1 29, 1966, a seconcl sov,:;.•cc ct.rlvi sed ELIJAH 
lfUHAM:,tAD is the r.at-1onal leader of the No.t:i.or .. of islar1? (~OI); 
Muhammad's Temple of Islz.n, ~lo. 2, . 5=:,35 Sou th Greenwood Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, is the m,.tional headGuarters o! the NOI; and· 
in mid-1960 ~mfIA:.IMAD and O'ther· NO! officials. when referring to 
YUHM,ntAD' s organization on a n~ tionwicle b?.sis, ccmme11ced using 
either "Mosque" or "Temple" when mP.-ntionir.g one of "lluhammad' s 
Temples of Islam.'! 

The ~OI is an all-Negro organization which was origin­
ally organized in 1930 !n Detroit, ;.uchigam. ?.1UHA:r1MADclaims to 
have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being,· to lead the so­
cal led Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness of North 
America by establishing an independent black nation in the United. 
States. Members following MUHAMHAo·s teachings .and his inter­
pretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such thing as a Negro; 
that the so-called Negroes are slaves of the white race, referred 
to as "white devils," in the United States; and that the white race, 
because of its exploitation of the so-c4lled Negroes, must and will 
be destroyed in the approachi!lg ''War of Armageddon."" 

In the past, officials and members of th9 NOi, including 
MUHAM!tAD, have refused to register under the prov15ions of the 
Selective Service Acts and ha?e decl&red thnt membera owe no 
allegiance to the United States. 

I 

On 3fay 5, 1958, the first source advised· 1fUP.AIDfADhad, 
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements 
and instructions to his ministers ccncarning th~ principles of his 
organization in order to avoid pbssible prosecution by the United 
States government; however, he did not indicate any fundamental 
changes in the teachings.of his organizatlou. 

On May 2, 1966 a third source advised !.WHA:itMADhad,1 

early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious aspects 
·of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic benefits to 
be derived by those Negroes who joined the NO!. '!'bis policy change, 
according to ~.tUHA:,nlAD, would help him acquire additional followers 
an.d create more intarest in his pr-ograms. 
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FiulNo. September 21, 1967 

POSSIBLE RACIAL INCIDENT 
HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
PLAINFim,n, :r,rm·r JERSEY 
SEPT!l:MBER9, 1967 
RACIAL MATI'?3;RS 

Reference is made to the memorandum in this matter 
dated Sf'ntember 12,.1967. 

A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on September 19, 1967, that the followin~ 

•/2 is a verbatim transcript of a speech delivered by Flova.
ClMc~~~s~pk, Director of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 

at Hubbard 
September 

Junior High 
9, 1967: 

School, Plainfield, New Jersey, on 

"Thank you for your warm applause. I am glad 
to be in Plainfield tonight. I've been here a 
couple of ti~es just looking around. And I think 
I owe you some congratulations. And I- first want 
to congratulate you as a community who had a 
rebellion this su~~er. That's the first thing I 
want to congratulate you for. But secondly, I want 
to commend you for having daan good sense. Pardon 
me, Reverend. And th.at is not. to turn in them guns. 
Now I say that for two or three reasons. Now,1:tf ·I 
were a psychiatrist or t,.3ychologist, anytime some­
thing is stolen, it's always been ·the nigger who 
stole it, you see. They couldn•t·.even think· that. 
maybe it might have been some white people who got 
something. They automatically condemn you because 
you happen to be a hapless child born of this color 
hue. And that's what the reason they start accusing 
you about. Nobody saw anybody get them guns in the 
first place. If they had seen them, they would have 
got them and they would have shot 'era down if .they 
wanted to get 'em because that's the way they always 
do it. So I don't (inaudi0le) to turn in no guns 
if you knew they were. '::here's no need to turn 
them in. 
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"I don't know - we come into your city at your
invitation to establish a CORE chapter. I better 
tell you what we all about. Because in case some of 
you i1ere, and I know some of you gonna go back and 
tell the man tomorrow, and I really don't care if you
do. You can tell anybody what I say 'cause the day's
coming we ain't goin' back on what we say and we gonna 
let the man knows there··· is some people who got the guts 
an~ courage and will say what they.believe. So, white 
folks, just get ready to listen. I don't care. And 
they gonna always try and get one or two stooges around 
anyhow, see, but one of the first things I wanna let 
you know that I'm as nonviolent as any man can be if 
folka treat me right, don't steal from me, don't·call. 
me bad names, don't slap against my head, and ·for·· 
God's sakes don't hit my women folks. I am as non­
vinlent as anybody can be, see, but if you start 
slapping me side my head, start hitting my women folks, 
start calling me names and want to take and steal what 
not only what they owe me, but what I'm supposed to 
get, brother, you got a fight. 

,,. 
"And I don't stand up and tell any black man any­

~here the Constitution gives everybody a right to bear 
arms. And I get sick at these people thinking that 
black people are sub-human and I teach this in CORE 
and I'm telling you ~o~, so if you don't like it, get 
up and walk out. And then we'll know what's left is 
ready, yo•1 see. 

"What I'm telling you, I believe that if the 
Constitution gives white people the right to have 
guns, I believe that every black man got a right 
to have a gun. And I don't believe its necessary
for us to accomplish anything by going down and 
letting people beat on you head and keep saying,
'I'm peaceful, I'm gonna love you if it kills me.' 
That's ain't the kind of love I'm hunting for. I 
want some living love, and if I live, God knows I 
can take care of my private love fast. So I. don't 
ask black people to humiliate th~mselves. ·1 don't 
think that anybody can really face themselves or 

2 
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"their.children when the great day comes around 
and they say, 'Mama, or daddy, what did you do during 
the struggle?' You say, 'I knelt down and I said, 
•
1 I lvve you v1hite man, just keep beatin''me.' That 
kind of philosophy is putrid. It's putrid. You know 
what its actually saying, its actually saying this: 
that -black people don't have the same rights as white 
peo9Ie. You got a right to be violent and conduct 
anJ kind of war you want. Anywhere in the world. But 
I as a black person have got to be submissive and 
anything that I get from you, I'm gonna come begging 
to you for. 

''You see, and I don't believe that black people 
should actually infect their minds into thinking that 
they are inferior people or that they should do less 
thP.n any other people. They even got black people so 
psychologically warped right now a days that cat, you 
don't know everybody's suffering from or got a 
schizophrenic personality or something from neurosis. 
or psychosis or something. I mean, right now black 
people haven't got a right to hate.· And if you say 
man I hate spinach or I hate you, you know. I hear 
black men, ''Oh, don •t you say that Mc Kissiclt, you
know, don't you say you bate 'em.' 1 say I'hate ever 
1 i ving gut got or he may go. The study. of·. psychology 
shows that every man ha ✓e got the capacity to love 
and that every man has got the· cap~city to hate and 
people j~qt don't hate without a reason to hate. And 
those people who are hated, God knovs that they are 
justified the hate that they get, because they put it·· 
out, and man only gets in return what he delivered 
first. 

"There ain't no need of me standing up here telling 
you that I want you to be nonviolent. No, I ain't 
telling you that lie. That ain't •cause position. We 
believe .that you got a Constitutional right to do what­
ever other men ought to do ~nd that people ain't telling 
you that's your right, they telling you a lie, 'cause 
the Constitution says so. So you got a right to be as 
free as anybody else living in this society. So, that's 
the first thing I want to tell you about CORE. 

3 
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"Secondly, we ain't the organization that we 
used to be. No, we ain't the organization we used 
tote. •eause we don't believe anymore, and many
of U3 didn't believe then, that integration - running
down the street begging to integrate with somebody -
I ain't never believed .in no way. I mean, you know, 
I if, you know, first of all its gonna take all my
1:ie, my children's life, and the next·children's 
life, for all this assimilation and intermarriage to 
take place. You see what it means. so· if you a~pt
integration as a goal, it ain't gonna be accomplishe~
in your lifetime. ·that's one .. 

"Two. It's stupid for us to go around .. Black· 
people are wonderful people. They are the greatest
thing that God ever created. You see, the only reason 
that you get kicked if you try to go eat a .hotdog on 
the stands, you ltnow in the South, and I'm a Southerner 
and I know what it is down there - things get rough.
And this is the reason I'm taking the position that I've 
taken today. Because man, you don't live but one time 
no way, you don't know when you goin' no·way, you don't 
know how you gonna get wasted. And so what's the need 
of living a useless life. Then if you don't know that, 
then you gotta live your life with·some philosophical 
concept. And you beg ~his man to let me in your
hotel, let me in your house, let me in your schools, 
let me in over here, let me in over there, let me 
pray with you. Now that's the silliest thing I ever 
heard. These prayin-'-ins .and kneel-ins. You Itnow 

. what I mean. That man got his church, that man got
his church over there. Christ ain't never been in 
it and how the hell we think we gonna get in it. 

"So, what do we want to be integrated with. 
Frankly speaking, I don't know what you want to be 
integrated with. There are some good white people
that I can see. I don't say that all white people 
are bad. There are some good cats. But they is far 
and in between, and that's the safest deal when you
know there's a whole lot of them around and they
asked me tonight, say we got some white people out 
here, do you want 'em in the meeting. I say I don't 

4 



0 0 

POSSIBLE. RACIAL INCIDENT 
HUBBARDJUNIOa HIGH SCHOOL 
·PLAINFIELD, NEW JERdEY 
SEPTEMBER9, 1967 

"care, let 'em in here, I'm gonna say what I'm gonna 
say anyway. I mean I don't care. I mean I'm gonna 
say what I'm gonna say. But the safest bet is you
can't trust 'em. So somebody's got to adopt a rule 
of thumb. They do that in law every day. And see,· 
they gonna tell you that you·are biggoted and you are 
prvjudiced'cause sometimes you say you don't want no 
Tt'~ite people around •. That's a lie, they got a· rule 
of evidence c&.lled the hearsay rule·. You generally
exclude everything, but you always have a method _of 
letting in the exceptions. That's law. So you ain't 
doing nothing wrong, if you decide to have a meeting
and exclude all white people. They been doin' it and 
they made the rule. And this is the thing that we al­
ways get confused about. 

"We let these people take us around, dig in our 
heads and put some· br.ains in ·it, son.e white talcum 
powder, put the.top back on it, man, and we run off._ 
and think that we know what's happening in the wor!el, 
man. That is the thing this man has really got a· 
magnificent system to control blacit folks. . And this 
is the same thing that happened in Plainfield here. 

"And one of the things that -we have tallted about, 
I really want to see happen here. I want to see_ you· 
get some strong unity here.· I mean you got to get 
some unity here that when the leader. says we gonna 
move at six o'clock, we move at six o'clock. You 
see, the greatest weapon this man's got is his 
ability to divide us. They divide the churches,-
they divide the teachers·, they divide every group 
and segment in the community. I just listened to 
a statement you got a youth program. here. A pove~ty 
program. You got this over here. 

"Let me tell you something, they can't separate 
you because when they get ready to put a trick on you,
all you got to do is be black _and they don't care. 
what organization.you is or where you come from. 
They'll pull that trigger. It's just like they tell 
the lie in Detroit. I don't know whether ths is the 
truth or not, but they said that in Detroit, you know, 

5 



0 0 

!>0:3SI~!,J RACIAL INCIDENT 
HUBBARDJUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 
SEPTEMBER9, 1967 

"that the brothers were takin' care of business and 
the bright fires were burning and they got another 
business and said here come one of them.Negroes out 
of there, You know what a Negro is. He ain't no 
black man.· Like one of these reporters asked me the 
other day - "Mr. Mc Kissick, as a Negro leader .... ' 
I s~id., 'Hell, you talkin' to the wrong man. I ain't 
no Negro leader. I'm a black leaaer. I ain't no 
K,· tro leader.' But one of these Negroes. came out 
here boy, all the National Guard was on the streets, 
you know, and he says, and they had these guns pointed 
at him and he said, 'wait a minute, I'm a good Negro,
I always supported the mayor,• And these guards 
didn't hear. They didn't hear. And they went up the 
side his head with a riflei . 

"And all I'm trying to say is when the deal falls 
down, it don't make no difference if you a real light­
sltinned black person and don't malce no difference if 
you two-toned, no it don't make no difference if you·
real black or three or four shades. Because when 
those National Guards go out,-they got one thing ·in 
mind. One thing in mind, to deal with the niggers. 
That's the category you're in and it doesn't ·make 
any difference how much money you got downtown, 
that you've been eatin' dinner with the mayor, or 
that you know the membqrs of the city council or­
anything else. That's the time that it doesn't matter, 

"All I want to tell you my dear friends is you
can't run away from the fact that you black. And 
there ain't no need of trying to run away with the 
fact that you black. Because -its real beautiful to 
me. And I'm very proud that I'm what I am. They tell 
me that I got some Indian in me too. For I don't 
know how all these thing happen. I don't know whether 
these were voluntary associations or not, but when it 
ends up, well, if I have, now can I know·where·I'm 
mad. 'Cause this country killed out all the Indiana . 
and what they didn't kill out, they put on reservations. 
So on the other hand, I'm mad at them for two things.
I got two reasons to be mac. 

6 
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"Nollt I wanna go back to this CORE program we 
talkin' about. When we talk a-bout black power, you 
know, these· two little words -- they scare the livin' 
day).ights out of this country. You were talking 
integration, ain't nobody gettin' that scared.· 
Everybody gave you money. 'Cause they had the power 
to integrate. So, since they had the power to 
integrate, that could control it.· It also gave them 
t>.3 opportunit'y to do what else - to make black leaders. 

·so they could choose the leaders that you wanted. If 
this one said integration was the thing, then they 
said he is a good nigger. They said he said, 'I'm 
for integration - l'm for being peaceful.' They
said he is a good nigger. But what about them other 
niggers over on that side, you see. Those other folks 
over there are hollering black power, ·because he can't 
control black power, because black power says, we 
d~n•t know what the circumstances are, but we know that 
we had better get unified and if we get unified among 
ourselves to be ready to help each other when this 
man is ready to crack down on us; help each other 
financially, help each other politically;- throw 
Addonizio out in Newark if he ain't doing right. 

"You see, a lot of philosophy and the whole 
psychology behind the other philosophy is that you 
develop MW to do thin~s with a little bit of nothing
and you develop self respect with black power. But 
with integration, you always say, 'White man, you the 
leader.' He chooses black leaders and be can also 
just run integration up. Do you ever see the·yoyo, 
he runs tha~ thing up and down and ~ill give you a 
little bit today and a little bit tomorrow. 

''Now you see, President Johnson off on t~e wrong
kick right now. ·Now he's dealing the way they used to 
handle us, way a long time ago. See now, Thurgood 
Marshall appointed to the Supreme Court. I liked 
Thurgood. Thurgood was loyal in my case going to 
the University of North Carolina. He's a good man. 
I probably would be a little more radical if I were 
on the court, but let's say Thurgood Marshall down 
there. So that's supposed to pacify all you folks. 
All right, that's one. 

7 
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"So ~he other day, they decided there gonna do 
a little bit better. So now, they went u9 to New 
York and they got Washington and they gonna bring 
him down here. And they gonna make him the mayor 
or equivalent to the mayor of n.c. Now he thin.~s 
that you satisfied. Are you:;- satisfied? Now, I 
know the reason you ain't satisfied. 

"One. The first reason· is this - the time is 
past when they can pick one of·a million, twenty-five 
million, black people. We been saying twenty-two
million in this country for the last, after the last 
two censuses. Ther)'s twenty-five million black 
people in this· count~y, even more. You see,. even 
the white folks say so now. But they gonna talte two 
people, two middle-class black people, and they tonna 
use these two people to pacify all_ of you. Now how 
ma~y of you got any bread in your pocket when they 
took these two people and elevated t'lem. Did you get 
any? I didn't either. 

''Now, the next thing, why is it if they really
wanted to do something - and t·hey know we 're talkin.' 
about black power - we have·a1ready said that one of 
the black man has got to have. He's going to 
determine for himself what he wants from now on. 
Ain't no white man gonna tell me what I want. If 
my foot hurts, I say my foot hurts and he better not 
tell me its my neck. 

"Vie already said we got to have - we're going to 
determine what we want. The first thing we wanted 
was political power; the second thing was eeonomic 
power; the third thing was an improved self-image of 
ourselves, and the fourth thing was the development 
of leadership among ourselves; five, to work for the 
enforcement of Federal laws and the sixth, the 

• development of consumer power - black consumer power -
and that's black power. ---

·''Now, he done violated the first cardinal sin. 
One: we ain't decided thal we wanted Washington to 
head the District of Columbia; two: we already told 
them we were going to make our own decisions - we 
wanted the right to vote and black people in the 
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"District of Columbia still. don't have the right to 
vote and Washington ain't no substitute. 

"So once again, this is the story goes. He's 
trying to pacify us with something that used to 
pa~ify us twenty years ngo. These are the tricks 
th~t they pull. Now, they don't want you·to have 
p·iitical power because they see and they know that 
in ten years ~here gonna be at·least twelve cities 
in the United States that black people will be able 
to control politically. That's the (inaudible) of • 
it. They know that. Now what it is, they simply 
don't want you: to c~ntrol. 

"This is the true crux. The crux of it is that 
we no longer are interested in honorary positlons: 
one nigger on the school board; one nigger on the 
welfare council; one over here; one over there. 
Then they'll stand up and say 'We·are integrated.' 
We ~ot one spook in each place and that's all, see. 

''Now, they know that we are no longer going
for honorary positions,. so what.is the logical step. ... We've already told them that their economic power
is what we want. And as I heard one of·· them confess 
at a meeting, at a hotel, one of my waiter friends, • 
who was waiting tables at one of the big white hotels 
here, and one of the city planners said, 'Oh, Lord, • 
have mercy, said if that Mc !Cissick and Carmichael ""! 

that's the way it was then - Rap weren't up there 
then - he said Lord, if that Mc Kissick and Carmichael 
•~re to get the budget of the City of Newark;'· said, 
'they'd hired every nigger .in Newark on the-city. 
payroll.'· And this is what be knows that if he gets, 
if we move for political power, we are going to 
control the purse strings of Newark; we are going 
to control the purse strings of Gary, Indiana, and 
we're .going to control a whole lot of purse strings
throughout hare. • 
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"And then that comes the day when you don't 
have to worry about going·down here talking about 
integrating the poliee force. Hell, 60 per cent 
of ~he black people and 60 per cent of the population
in Newark is black. You ain't got no problem. All 
the police force ought to be 60 per cent black. You 
co•1trol the police force. You don't have to v1orry 
kr~ut picketing the welfare office - you control 
ic, you own 1~. That's-what he's afraid of and 
that's what we'r-e talking about. Getting·some 
economic power - we know that with politics there 
is money. 

"You see, one other thing I want to mention_to 
you: during all of these days of int~gration, ~hich 
place is it that really needs to be integrated in • 
tJis country. And it never was. You could eat at 
the hotdog stand, you could go to the Statler H_ilton, 
the Holiday Inn, you can go integrate anyplace in 
this country, and then the Supreme Court came and 
you can even marry a white woman .. That's right.
You could integrate with anything, but one thing
that man wasn't going to let you integrate with. 
You know what that was - Wall Street, where his 
money is. He ain't gonna let you integrate down 
there. So this is what t'm talking about, he's 
gonna keep that money at all costs. You can go to 
bed with anybody if you want to but don't bother· 
bis money. I mean that's that cat's, so let him go. 

"So, what I'm trying to say, myfriends, when 
we start talking about unity - and I commend this 
community a third time tonight - because I came by 
a co-op store that was out here and I went into. 
that co-op store that was just gettin' started and 
I met everybody that was in the store and took time· 
to shake hands and I met the manager - and you otart 
building, even though its a small enterprise over 
here - when you start building that kind of store 
and when you stop that middle man from coming in 
here, operating these businesses by daytime and 
running to the suburbs by nighttime, then you on 
the way of gettin' some of the money and you can 
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"stop that money that you have to work so hard for 
from going back out of the community and building 
his riches and a great big Cadillac to drive in 
here and exploit you some more. 

"So what we got to do is start thinking in 
te~ms of building - I mean building co-ops. And 
~• ~e again I want to tell you I don't be wanting 
to build a whJle lots of things where a whole lot 
of people goin' put money in the pocket at the 
sacrifice of little black people. And I ain't 
for building no gr~at big_black capitalist cats 
who gonna run all t:1e bars and everything and drain 
and bleed these poor little peo9le in this community
for a psychological drink on Saturday night. Yuu 
see, one thing we got to be frank among ourselves. 
Auytime one of these Negroes sets up these business 
and he starts exploiting black peop:e the same way 
the white people start exploiting, we got to put him 
down, too. He gotta be put down. The main struggle 
that we got is the struggle against an oppressive 
system and that system is the capitalistic system.
That system is what exploits us._ It exploits _us 
daily and no black man should become associated so 
much so with that system that he's goin' to exploit
bis own brothers. We got to teach him a·code of 
ethics, that he is going to understand in dealing 
with bis brothers . 

. ''Now, I'm about to conclude and I wanna conclude 
on one other thing. I want to talk about two things 
and then I wanna stop because we'll be getting 
together again. But one of the things I wanna talk 
about is that we have got parallel value structures 
in this society. Now, we just came back from the 
New Conference on Politics out there and here we 
have this white group, white liberal· group, wanting 
black folks to join them in creating a third political 
party. And I said, 'No, bell no, we ain't goin'
_that way because the day has come when we can't use 
all of our power and all of our strength and turn 
that over to a white man and say here, now you thin!t 
for us and do everything for us.· We have got to 
start thinking for our very selves.' 
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"And the next thing is, why v,ere we, in the 
first place,· the main stream of American life and 
the rolitical life and where all of the power is in 
·this country is either in the Republican or the 
Democratic Party and if you really want. to know what's 
hapriening in this country and if you really want to be 
in a position to deal with it, we got to get organized 
tc ~wing in over here one day and out over here one 
day and our vo~e ain't gonna be in nobody's hip 
pocket. 

''Now, we talk ~bout black power and I wanna 
hit on point three or black power, an improved self­
image of ourselves. Now, I remember the time - and 

·1 1 m glad to see a minister appear on this platfo*, 
glad to see one 'cause too many of them are too 
sc&.red to come out. Too n1any o:( 'em gonna whoop 

.and holler on a Sunday morning, gonnL take all your 
money on a Sunday morning, you know, and on Monday
morning they put it in a bank, and on a Tuesday morning 
you say, 'Brother, can you help me?' and over the phone
he says the best thing for you to do is get on your 
knees and pray. You say the man's out here at the 
door, I need some help, I've been relying on what you 
said. 

"So, one of our problems is that we have got 
warped values. We've got a white value structure 
in this society and we got a black value structure 
in this society. But we look at it in one sens_e 
white people don't never look at it,· the same ~ay 
we look at it. We don't look at it. Now I was 
lookin' at a, I was hearing some kids talking about 
singing 'My Country Tis of Thee.' The black kids 
says, 'I ain't singing that song no more.' The 
white kids say, 'You aren't, why?' Then ten or 
fifteen black kids bust out laughing saying, 'ain't 
that funny?' They don't even understand why.' You 
know what I mean. I was walking down the street in 
Harlem the other day and I-had a white fella with me 
and I says, 'Man, look at them two fine foxes.' 
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"And that cat looked·around (laughter). And he was. 
lookin' around the trash cans for some foxes. And 
the foxes I -was talkin' abou~, they was built like 
this. 

"But this is just indicative of the really 
separate worlds we live in. I mean, I can go down 
thP street and I can say, 'What's the latest dad, .sock 
it to me.• And you know there's np problem, y01know.
At.d we got a cH.alogue. .With this other cat over 
there, he's got to use about fifty words, none of which 
is conclusive. They ain't got nowhere. You can talk 
all day to 'em. And when you get through, you say I 
wonder if that fool understood me. 

"The point I ma.kin' is that we have lived that 
society that developed to that extent.' I know right 
new that some white people could be standing right 
here beside us and I could pick anyone of you out of 
the audience - we ain't never met, a lot of us 
haven't - and we can start there and we can talk 
there and talk with our feet, ears, eyes and that 
way and we know exactly what each of us is thinkin' 
and what ea~h of us is ~out to say. And ·that poor 
white fella there ain't got the slightest idea of 
-where he's goin' or where he tinks we•s goin'. 

"And that's becau.Je of two things: that's 
. because of slavery and that's because of the need 

to develvp defensive thin!ting and a tt,.inking that 
adapted you for survival. While he was in school, 
you know, studying Hagel, you know, Aristotle, 
Plato, or what they call all of this dialectics,. 
all of the hyphong of logic and reasoning and 
thinkin', you see, while he was studying all these 
.why we were already.practicing what he was talkin' 
about, in order to survive. And we developed these 
tactics in order to survive. • 

"Now my daddy was a bell captain in -a hotel 
and he did everything - uncle tommed ~.and he'll 
confess to it that he was an uncle tom. And he told 
me one day I was around there working and shining 
shoes, you know, shinin' shoes and poppin' it, you 
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"know, an<i I'm (inaudible). My daddy came around 
the.corner and he said, 'Boy, come 'ere.' And he 
grabbed me by my ear and he took me around the 
cornrr. Be says, 'let me tell you one thing. There 
ain't gonna be but one uncle tom in this family. 
That's me.• And I quit the job fifteen minutes 
lat~r. Now, my daddy, some.years later when his 
las·.: daughter finished college~ I bad three sisters, 
wh-.:i my youngest sister finished college, my daddy 
walked up to the counter-'that day and says, 'Well, 
man, here's your monkey suit and here's your hat, 
I never say yessir no more to a single white man and 
I 'm gonna te 11 you w·here you can put your hat • ' 

''Now the simple point I'm making is that I know 
in my family we have had to lie, we had to lie, if 
you wanted to educate four children and the white .. 
folk never could understand. They talkin' about. 
economies, why hell, I remember duri1£g the depression 
when my family wasn't gettin' in, with.both of them 
workin', wasn't gettin' in but $35 a week between 
all six of us workin' and we still sent my older.· 
sister to college. You talkin' about economics,. 
don't you be wondering about black folks. How do 
·you t'hink these women, now, who supposed to be ignorant 
ain't got no trainin', little welfare.check for about 
$75 and feed four people, keep •em healty, keep 'em • 
clean, send them to school and then develop one of 
them to· go to work in the UN one day. How do you 
think (drowned out by applause). The point is we 
developed parallel values in this society. 

"The 11e.n,·doesn•t under.stand us because he won't 
take time to understand us. And the next thing is we 
can't afford to wait 'til he takes time.to understand 
us no mo•. Now that's the way the situation is now. 

"It •s sort of like .this little joke abClt~·t the 
little girl who came around on Halloween wit.:1 a trick 
or treat bag and I thought I was doin' her a great favor. 
She had two or three other little girls with her.· This 
was a beautiful little girl, big saucer eyes, and pretty 
little black hair,. and she had three people with her 
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"and I gave them all some candy, and she said, 
'Trick or treat' and she opened her bag and I bad 
a gr~at big orange, as big as a grapefruit and I 
dropped this orange in her bag. And I knew she was 
gonna be happy because I gave her the biggest orange
that we had. And she looked up at me and she looked 
do~n at that bag and she looked up again and she 
s~ .d, she said, 'You know what, you· done busted 
every damn coo~ie I've got.' 

"And so the answer, really to the white man's 
problems, you see, lt used to be your problems; 
until black power ca~e along, but the .answer to the 
white man's problem is pretty" near the same as this 
little gal has said, he done busted every damn cookie 
we had in our bag." 

Since the above is a verbatim transcript of 
Mc Kissick's speach, it has been reproduced in this memorandum 
as it was delivered by Mc Kissick, with no corrections in 
spelling, grammar, or sentence structure. 

. This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) .. It is 

the property of-the FBI and is loaned to.your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. • 
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