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FLOYD B, McKISSICK . .
having first been duly sworn before Harry Ungarsthn,
a Notary Publlc of the State of New quk, testified .
&3 follous:
EXAMINATION .

By Mr., Merle McCurdys -

MR, McCURDY: Mr. McKissick, this is
Mr. Morris, Roy Morrls. PFirst of all, let me say this: -
I'm grateful to you, as is the Commission, for your
taking this ti&e out. of your schedule to talk to us.. -

-The Commission, as a vhole, wanted to .
- hear your testimony, but that became impossible, and
' so -they asked wme if I'd come and fecord it, and it would
be reduced to a_transcript, and ve'll get copiles for
cach of the Commissioners, and send them the copies,
'bécause they want to get the views of as many peopleé
- who are knowledgeable 1n’ﬁhis area as they can tefore
they {inally write their final report.

So, with that brief introduction, for
the record, I am intervieuwing Me, Floyd MclMissick and
he is the Hational Dircclor of the cbngress of Racinl

Eoualiby.
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'How long have you been the director
o CORE?

" FR. FLOYD McKISSICK: ‘Avout three years
now, | ‘ '

MR. McCURDY: Tell us -~ Oh, Just a mo-
ment. Uletve got to swear you 1in, too. Will you pleasé
stand and relsec your rizght hand,

‘MR. McKISSICK: - I don't mind belng cworn.
20 Gy 'MR. McCURDY: All right. |

.MR; UNGARSOHN:  Db you solemnly swear the
testimony'yodlre about to-give'~— the sﬁatemant youtre
about to give here shall be the tuuth and‘noﬁhing but
éhe truﬁh, g0 help you God? . o

‘MR. McKISSICK: Yes.

MR. McCURDY: Now you;ve been director
of CORE for about three years?

MR. McKISSICK: Yes, Just short of three
years.

MR, McCURDY: And tell us, first of all,

what CORE 1ie.

VR, MeKIZCSTICK: Hell, GORE- 38 2n orzanliza-

tion dedicated to the acquiring of Nlack Power for Black




l‘ ;
People, _It'é viorking to gliminate e vorking o
- elimingte racial ppejudige, bigotry, and Qo sive and
transfer the power iIn the black people's hands so that
they can work to bring about the changes that they
need in this soclety. .

I think prpbably we need to give you
some of our matgrial, g0 that you.can_geﬁ,a full ScOpg
of what we're-all gbout, and I'1l be bappy to give.you
sons, . o

MR. McCURDY: I wish you would, and I
wisp yop'q give me sceveral coples an¢ welll mark -- 50
that I can give some to each of'the Commizsioners, and
a copy to be marked as an exhibit and made a part of
the. record. . Thank you. Does this contain 1t? ’

MR. McKISSICK: Tﬁat'S-the,conté;ne#.:
s ue‘had.it alrcgdy packed.

© MR. MeCURDY: Thank yop‘yefy muqh. Now

a8 Dircctor of CORE, what specifically, Mr. McKissilelk,

do you do?
MR, McKISSICK: Well, I'm the general
administrator of the orgaﬁization. I'm a full-time -

enployce, the Executive Director. And in such capgeclty

e .

- cn ot
.o 2



e o T ——

5 : i
you oversee the operations of the entlire organization. ‘ ;
MR. McCURDY: In how many states do you
maintain offices of sub-directors? |
MR, McKISSICK: Vell, we maintain a
substance of some éctivity in ~= I would say in some-
where around 30-odd_states. " However, we, because of

1imited finances, we are not trying to malntain offices

T YW

gveryvhere, hut primarily in the major metropolitan
areas, in the form of chapters, national projects and
cooperating organizations, that work with us, vho might
not even have the name CORE involved, ~ 3
MR. McCURDY: I see, Now you have_orten- 5
fimes- expressed your views asa to what you think is mfong
with this country in 1ts handling of 1ts race relations

and the causes of the ghettoes and the oppression that ¥

- thatts a word I think youtve heard -- of Négroes.
The President asked if we would try to disesver vhat
happened, why did it happen, and what we can do to keep

it from happening again.

- Now as the second question, vhy did it
happen, Ifve read some of the things you mave caid and

| written, and I wish for the record ybu vould etate -what

w—— g ewp ey > -t
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your vlews axe as o what happened, what it was that
brought about the disorders and the riots of the 1930%e.

MR. licKISSICK: VWell, Tirst of all I'd
Xike to get some definitions cleared up, or certainly
thewny I look at it. I don't think that we have the
right to call these pcople “fioters". I dontt 1ike the
uze of the word "riot". It automatically attempts to
define who is right and wrong, growuing out of riots and
violence.

I think that it represents the peycholozy

of the vhite mant's domlnant thinking to automatically

. ggy that black people are rloters, black people arc

rioters, are iooters,'without cver really analyzing the
provlem and analyzing thenselves as the power brolzers
in this country.:

Those of'the people vwho have the power
andwho exercise the pouer, and then turn around and
call llittle people law-breakers who don't have any pover
and who really are not responsible for so rany of the
things that they a». They aren't respouslble because
they dontt have the educatbtion, and theytve nevyér Loon

tourhs the type of morality, the moxal regvonusibllity
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tﬁat iz expected of them, $r that the doéinant pouer
structure deménds. | | “ |

So the ﬁord "mBralityé haé.fo be uséd
in order to describe the real. picture that we have
today. J

. ‘ There is no ;oﬁmunications betuecen the

feal powér brokers in this'socicty and those ﬁeOple
who do not have powér, and we tcné tb,'becausé we have
the power of théipréss; to definé acts and regulate
aﬁd‘éontrol, and when éhese peopie‘faii'to live in that
framework, this is what wé eay~éhaﬁ ﬁhey.are, and ve've
aﬁtématicélly iabied them to free ourselves of ouf re-
sponsibility to these péoPIé;. Ciearlylf peopie wﬁo.héVe,
tﬁé haves are responsible for theAhave-nots. It aluvays
has been that wéy,.sihce Biblical timeé, anb in other
words,févbn Lukey ﬁhd ﬁad'éhe greaﬁest aﬁaﬁnt ofilearn-
ing and weplth, was acﬁually feéuifed to'give then avay
to the poor, or to help out.

MR, McCURDY: Nov the have-nots, in this

cace, of cource, are the llegroes and primarlly the ones

that live 1n ghettoes.

MR, MoKISSICK: I'd ray the black peoanste
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al} over this country. I thinlk that you'lve zot to
;ook at the blaclk people themselves., Theretls ba?dly
no differcnce between the North and the South., I fact
I would say the South has rade, 1n:some instances, far
more progress than the North has. The North has al-
ways glven lip service., Theyt've always looked dowm
there and raid: "Look at them bad Southern white folks,"
and so_long as the problem voas a regional problem they
wanted to kick other white folks in the fanny, but when
they saw that the black peovple pight hefe at hOpe, in
Ngw Yorlkk City and every place clee, in the Northern
citlies where you have open housing laws and every damn
reason to do right by black peosple, irou haventt done it.
You have suppressed them,

| Youtve mid=-educated them. Youtve cdu-
cated them to develop a state of dependency upon white
people, white values, white attitudes, and white out-
Jookz, And I think that herein lies the key problenm :
in the failure to really understand the black man tb;
- day. You don't understand him, you can't undcrstﬁnd
hin because you haven't{ comrunicated with him, and you

donf understand him becausze he hasn't lived. up to the
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level of expectations that welve placed on hiin, to
an extent, and we've already determined what loevel uwe
think that he ought to go by trylng to impdee on him
a white culture value.
I think the problewm is far more than

the‘proﬁlem of who 15 rioting and why is he rioting.-
I think the problem requirez the psychoanalysis of .
"the whimwman in this socleby and his abuse of power and
his value system, and the capitalistlc system, because
black people don't participate ln capltalisti: cystenm
except as the producers and the objects for which vhite
people get the capital from and which black people daﬁ't
get the capital.

= , In oﬁher ords, wetre the only people
living ih;thé capitallstic system without any capital.
‘80" how in the world can capitallsm have aﬁy roelevanze
to me, for exammle. It doesntt have any'relcvancy, it
Juet neans that I'm going €0 get my ass kicked, for
example. It means that i'n going to ve exnplolited every
way I tum, and everybody is going to agree that white
people have a right to explolt black people, 'All other

whlte people agree to it., In facl, the cxploltation

r——
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among people say we've got a ppor peonle problem in
the country. There aintt no poor peopnle problen in.
the country. You can g2 richt déwn here ~- welve 56t
a survey riﬁht ¢0wn here nou. Even vhen 1t comes to
explolting, you exploit black people riore than you ex--.
ploit vhite peoplé. |

You can compare the price of eggs'éﬁ the
préf East.81de where poor white people 1ivé and Harlenm,
compare the price of egzs in Harlem, and thero's stdll
tﬁeAdifference of 134 én the dozen. Even when the '
white people get rcady to explolt.

You can idok at drug'addiction in tﬁis
country, and youtre talking aboub real crime, look at
»tﬁe-price fixzing of éhe drug ébmpanies in this céuntry
tg fix the crime. The automobile manufacturers who
" make thesa caps'thatlare'accounting fof half of the ﬁﬁto—
moblles on thc'highway. You don't'penalize them peoéle
andiput them in jail or shoot them dovm like cats and
dogs, you have to pay a fine, you sce,

Risht now you're killing pespie,' ud you
talk abdout morality and violence, and nan-~violence,

Hell, I aint'% going to tell nobody to be non-violent.
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I don't teach that. It's foollsh for me to teach 1%,
living the way I live, even thouzh.I may have to die
violently, I'm not going to teach'anﬁboay_that, be-
cause I know basically I'nm wrong,

This is a sociely of violence, kuilk
on violencé, predicated upon violence; and the program
for this summer is the vioslent use of arms to suppress
black people and not deal with thelr probvlems. The

~ Bame way velre doing In Vietngm now, kllling them‘littlé
people becauze they don't think the way that we want
them_to think, and that!s the reason ve're killing them.,
. ‘And you knoyw we don;t ever ask any of
tﬁem. Vie call them "Viet Cong" but we never ask one of
them.what-is your politiecal afifiliatlion belore. we pull
8 Sam trigger.

And thiz sense of morality sceps in and

the black people feel it. They don't feesl like they'ire
Ipart of this.great thing called the Amerlcan scone in
{ the first place. In fact they know, emphatically, thﬁt
'they argn't a part, and they aren't intended to be nade

a part of it.

And T think this is the reslirubio: thab
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we're having today, so I dﬁn't thinl: the problem . i
really is near as narrow. I don't fhink'this Com=
nission can really get at the roots'or the provlem. . : i
I don't think you need to study the problem that wmch,
- I think we know‘what the problem is. T
What we'lre tryling to do, and what we need to do 1s i
decide upon vhat wetre golng to do awut it, and I
dont't thinlk theret's that much conmituent on the part . . 5
of anybody‘in the United States to do a damn thing about I
1t 80 long as you keep the: same valuee about money and

you continuc not to want to make the necessary changes

in the capltalistic systeﬁg_

MR, McCURDY:  What kind of commitment .5
would 1t take on the part of. the white community to
eliminate the causes of disorders? -~ . ° £ 4 s

. IR, MCKISSICH: I think b bakes a whole
lot of ¢ommltments comine in various forms. I know, for
exnmole, I séw how white people vho didn't want inde-
pendent thinkinz on my part -- I was in an organiza-

tlon with them and known them for years, all my life,

demonstrateé with them,-ané vhen I tools over the ovoanlya-

tion they ualled out and left. They dldntt give o damm -
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about blaclk peoplets righte, all they uanted was a

position of authority, and once they lost the posi-

tion of authority, they said I'm picking up my marbles

and going howe. I'mtalking about liveral whitest They

. 8aild I'm piecking up wy marbles and zoing home.

'Uell, that taught me right then and
there thaﬁ everything- that wetd been -talking about was
very true. They made 1t truc. They talk about separatlsm
nov. Well, hell, 1tts the vhite man who'S'alréady donc
the separation. N2 made Harlem. Ille moved oub of it.
And hets living in the suburbs.. He don't want to be in
with no black folks so he separéted themn.

Harlem is going throuch a serles, Ydu can
go to Cleveland, the Hurf aﬁea. The black Tolls didn't

segregate themselves, It was the white folks who moved

. out to the suburbs, The vhole last decade has been a

novement o suburbdbla.

MR. MeCURDY: VWhat do you think in educa-
tion ought (o be-éohe? |

IR, MeKISRICK: Uell, that!s a whole areca.
I've pot many bupgy adout thg vhole educational systenm.

TH's commltted -~ 15%- geaved for .people wholve got a

s
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ot of money to get an education.. It's not geared for
poox people €0 get an education. I think we waste too
much time In the educational syctem. Vetve alread&
issued -~ we belicve: that the Président should have
called -- and Ia really repeéting everything we s=aid
at the Vhilte Houzae Conference, and lact year you remem=’
ker that Wi:ite House Conference, vhere we lald dowm a
whole pésitisn.f

Ve laid doun the merallty of the war in
Vietnam was really going £2 come home here, like it vas
nov, and we were the only ones out there at that time,
in that pomition. And that was vhen I Cirst came ©0
CORE, but you couldn't cee 1it. Yoﬁ couldntt cee that

that was going to destroy ~- that their po-called leader,

- I mean white peoplets leader, Martin Luther King, vas

their leeder, and théydestroyed him. They got Mortin
down then, Bécauue how c¢could hé naintain a pocition
of‘ﬁon~violencc in thic countbry when the country vas
fighting the demn warvr, pfedicated upodn vioclence. And
you killed it then, £And thattsc vhen I sald youtd kill
it, ard thatis wﬁon ¥ took my_pasition.

& & 1% uasn't but one month later, in

B
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Baltimore, Md. that i announced that!'we're going dowﬁ i
that road. I ain't golng to teach black people to be
non-~violent., You@mn't -~ if you can't listen to blgclk
people, you.didn't respect Martin Luther King, and he

wae pulling the marbles out of the fire for this country.

oo ML

" And that's the immorallty that's involved
and- I see 1%.. I don't like it.
MR. LARRY A. STILL: I Just want to clear

up one¢ point about whites in CORE. Are you suggesting

TR T T T Y TR T

that they left CORE on thelr own or is there the fmpli-
catlion that they were ousted, that you asked thenm to

leave., . i v Fon ol

- . MR, McKISSICK: Mo, let's get the record
straight. Most of the whlte people vho left CORE left

when I came. There was no-iseue of black power. There

was no issue of black power, but -- there was an issue
of black power but it wasn't publicized., > 1 - 3

Vhen "Black Power" was concerned, -that

came about in 1965 at the 'Durham convention when I was
National Chairman and wie gald that i we vere golng to
study the problens of the ghetto, ve had to get the

whole ghetba and nobody wanted to get that preblem and

I s il
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I insisted that we have the Mugslins at thisz conven-
tion to heaf'the provlems of the ghetto because they
were dealing with the problems of drusg addietion. and
everything elsé and ve went{ on there., And that vas
where the first real black power was gtarted, in the
Durham, N.C. convention in 1965 when we brought in all
elements of the black communit&.
C MR. STILL: Was thls when the whites be-

gan, or vas it before then?

| . MR, McKISSICK: Vell, I came into power
in March when Fogmer leftlin January, primarily, and
we had an exit of the vhites. They dldn't like wy philo~
sophy. I has not a suave man like Jim Farmer. I was
not that kind of a leader.
| They wanted é kind of.leader that didn't
identify with the masses, tut one whowas educatled above
the masses. Apd X think thaﬁ was the main objection.
That came out whenvthe other person was seeking the posi-
tion in CORE, you remember Georpge Wiley, and of course
he resigned from the organization, That was the dif-
fercnce. 8o white people started'IEaﬁing then{

The s wasul'bt ne coy of black. peuer, they

s~ -

-
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Just started leaving because they Jjust didn't llke

“ the position that I took. They had alveady cald I

vas a nationalist because of the convention that past
summer,

I insisted thaf white people can't _Le

community organlzing the ghetto, organizing black people.

-rhat if we were going to have a black organization I

felt that‘plack people ought to make the policy. Too

-1long had ve continued to make mistakes in poverty pro-

grams, as well as anything else, getting an 1ntegratéd'
middle~class deecilslon to put into effect 1in the black
commnity. And that's exactly what you don't need.

~ Black people have got to tell you what

they want, If you want an integrated opinion, that ain%

vhat you want to solve black peoplets prbblems. If you

vant to. get the. hlack thinking, youtd better get the

black thinking if youlre going to deal with black people's

pr5b1ems. And Juct to have something integrated be-
causc theoreticall& itts good, and =411l to have all
hell to break out z2in't solving nothing,

HR. HcCURDY:. Speaking of ﬁlack povier,

has CORE formulated a definition of black power?

4

bl s
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MR, McKISSICK: Oh, yes, Vetve formu-
lated a definition,

MR. MeCURDY: Wmat is 1t¢7

MR. MCKISSECK: iletve alraady put &0
down. Ve bilieve black pceople sught to have self-
determinatlon an all things that they do, owmership
and control of the neighborhoods where they are, cone
trol of political power, economic power, improved sclf=~

image, control of their cducational system, as well,

We belkve that they should develop conw
sumer power, and they should use this consumer pover
wherever necessary to bring_about change. 

-In-other words, we belicve that welve
got to develop an effective instrument, capable of
striking the necessary blow to bring about some changes.
"5 . MR. McCURD¥: Viould- that be within the
black community'itselfé

MR, MCKISSICK: Yes. -

MR, HcCURDY: viould it extend to tle pollce
departnent?

MR, MCKISSIOK: ¥es, tte beldeve that if
the post office is located in Harlem, damn 1%, black men

~

T PR TP W '
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ought to control the pozst office. ' If Woolworths is
in Harlem, black ought to control it. If the Cheml~
eal National .Bank 1is in Harlem, First Natlonal Bané,
or Dime Savings Bank, black people ought te own 1it, .
rin it, opexrate 1t where they live.

You've already -- white people have- al-
ready relegated this place called Harlem to us, and I
'say now wetyre éoing to take it over, take 1t over lock,
stock, and barrel. |

MR. STILL: What about aveas where white
people live?

M. McKISSICK: Vhere white:peaple live
theytve mot a right to operate that whichever way they
vant.

I think what you really need, I think you
rcal}j need-tq read what ue've already put out called
the "Black Manifesto" where we break down the falsity
of notiong in this country. Wetve alrecady sald that.
everytody thought that black people wanted integration
and that vwas the furthest thing from the truth., And

he basic [ive groups 9f thinking in the blaclk community,

at least four of them tend touards black people vanting

ey
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to assoclate - 1< .blaclc people in tloegr ¥ eodo2 rhe
really largest —:vement where there 're Lig:': ..o -le
in the country ~ == headed by Farcu. QGovsry. Y& v~entt
headed by Kins. oy Wilkens, lieKisslel, * .tt .y Yt g,
or Stokley, or —:5ody else,

T-2 ‘comblinred forcez o7 tl.zu di.. .V f:,ual
1o three milliz— . which Karcug CGarvey hel, !-recuc Garvey
plead for us tz D back to Afriea, -the counis, vo .t
wortﬁ a damn, 2= didntt intend Lo treat yiu ri-it or
nothing else.

S 13 wy position, and CORE's port ¢ . is
that we've got == control the ghetto. We clearly out-
1ined the probiz= in the "Black Hanilesto", «hich
been glven, ani -2 show you the positlon o the repoTa-
tionistc, the rn:<lonalists, the iuelins, ard t e futes
g‘k‘ﬁtioni-sta , - holes :ﬁe ‘other odd-mixture _rou;:. £ I
say there’s no —=-cgon -= alter uwe define that (rY7cm,

there!'s no wreas=- why the country can't cecal with. It 47

1t wants to. =s-zuse 1t's to the courtrfs test & .t.rectn,

7 . McCURDY: !-rould'you advoeopnée @ 7 7OV
ate political s_Tivision?

.To. MeKISSICK: Yes, T woulc, T - triv

v om s an
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that wetve 0t to have it. I believe in moving to-
waird- the nation statehood patitern., Yes.. I believe
that. Itve lived in the South and i've lived in tﬁe
Horth, and I've had my experiences in living. I'm
45 years old. I've had %o fight for every one ol my
kklds =- I had fo fight for myself to go to school, and
I had %o fight for every one of my kids to g0 in school.

- Larry koows all about from the days of

the N.,A.A.C.P. I've been fighting all of my 1life. If

I had just used aboub one-half of those productive
' years, or had the opportunity to use them towards making
monéy, for exam; le, Iike white people have, I could have
had something,

| I have spent all my life fighting for -
something.that I didn*t know, a phantom. A Phantom.
" Everything I vanbed to do raised an issue in some white
"man's wind., I I‘wanfed to cross the damn street cone

whilte man fisured I eouldntt cross in this section of

tom. If I vanted to buy & house, some uhite man sald: -

"o, he's a nizger, he can't buy over here."
Ir I vanted to o to the bathroom, this

is an iesue. I mean I doun't feel like livinyg like that,

iyl s Ly )

i
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and I don't advocate that anylody live like that.
I'say: "Hell, if this 1s your zame, you keep thc_hellh
out of Harlem and I'1l ieep the hell oif of your tur’,"

If we want to have some rutual integra-
tion, when I want to go doymbtown I go doimtorm, and when
you want to come to Harlem I'1l lct you come up here,
but I'm goling to own Harlem and I'm golng €o make the
lavts, the Government in ﬁarlem.

And_- I think that's the best way to try
to solve the problem. I thinl that those 10 percent
that sce the problém, velre dealing with SO percent of
the blaclk masses. Ue're not dealing with the 10 percent,
that 1s the integrationists. But what this country
doesn't realize 1s that they've got to deal with tre- . -
90 pecrcent,

.. Theytve made some little progress with

_the integeationists, They can moyk out £o New Rochellg

Westehester County, and lile that, but thatv really ain't

the problem, becauce ycu see tonorrow if somebody starts
thiowling Molotov Cockballs, them people who are inte-
grated outl there, they ailnlt golng to be throuin; none,

82 therefore your provlem ain't concerned

Sl twg oo
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with them. You've alrcady said 1nté5ration vasn't
an answer for that. @EE;XEEngygbleﬁwis_§o~dpa;:g}tb
Dboat-rockers. And CORE represents the boate-rockers. now.
I thinlz that'® the problem, How ﬁre you going to déal
vith the Loal-rockers. - ' |

Hﬁ. McCURDY: Do you tee any solublon
other than vhat you have Just talked about, that is;
‘the political subdivislon?

MR, MoKISSICK: Well, I see a number of
solﬁtions, and wetre constantly working on prohleha.
Welre constantly working on problems, ﬁe vork from
many approaches. We have some é5'programs that we are
secking Lo put into play, some of vhich ave workin5;'

‘ As I just now goé a note from Mrs, Hatcher
here) -and I'm writing them another note now, because
- we want to gat:zthihé going out there that we think is’
needed to really ﬁake this an erfective'éommunity.

| | Ve ére golng to do -~‘wé'd love bo et
a program started in iorth Carolina to really‘train'
some youth and go into the community in North Cavolina.
Wetre talking about some commercial nrograns. i'm

interested In ectnom¥es, and have ‘bteen “or a long Fire,
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and I believe that thls is an area which we have
corely neglected, I'm been hollering abbut this for
the last four years. I tried to.scll an economle pro-
gram to the N,A.A.C,P. without surcess, but I ithink
that we have pot-to really loolc at the problem in a.
total senze of really relinquishing power.

I think the white wman has got to say an
I willing to relinguish some pover.

MR, 1eCURDY: What do you think would be
the most effectlive device that could cowe out of the |
Comniacion or its study?

© .0 .. MR, MeKISSICK: WWell, I think that the
first thing that could come out of it 1is ‘that -~ I dontt
know whether yosutre going to ever get -~ I don't know
vhether your Commission i golng to get the credibility
in the {irszt place that 1t needs. I think your Commis-
sion is not made up right. It's a polit;cél Commission.
| I think there ave two or three milstales
made at the outset, I dontt think you put anyhbody in it

who exvressed ~- nobody'ls permanently on the Commirnslion

tho expresces black pover npositionc, I €hinkk that thatte

really what you need. That's vhat you've got to under-
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stand o you Just -do some in-~breeding hearing from
everybody who thinks ju;t alike.

Anybody ecan go before the mirrvor and
talk to himéeaf, you Imovi, anq I think thatte wvhat
youtre going to get. I dontt think a lof o people -
trust you, - Your credibillity =- youtlve got a credibility
gap there. Also you're mainly politicel, s6 you'lve hot-
tvo éredibility'gaps.<‘1t doesn't Jook 1like you really
vant ;ny Information, in the last analysis. T don't
think ybu're really setfing -~ and-I don't think a lot
6? pedple are going Lo ever tell you anythiné;?bccauee
they don't trust you and they think that all you'ré :
gathering now 1s getting information to use against
them. =~ : .- |

" And a lot of people I've heard say that.
They wouldntt tell yéu a damn thing for the simple rea-
son.that all y&u're going Co do iz try to take what
‘you get and use it against them, I don't foa? that,
beeause I don't ficure that a 1ot of people are capable
of knowing how to use what theytlve got, you know, on the
basis of £o0 many ery>rt that they've made. So that

‘doesn't [ecaw nre.
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Itnm going o tell you what I think,
Itn going £o always keep the door open, with the hope
that something can be uworked out, If the door alntt
fbpen.thcn I know what role I'm golng t§ play and I know
'yéu know what role youtre golng to play, or the Commis~

sion's going to play, you sce. .

MR, McCURDY: What recomaendations 4o you

think the Commisslon ought o malte?

MR, MeKXSSICK:. I think the Commlssion
ought £o really tay let's change this Commission, in
the first.damn place and make it credible and to malte
1t . reliable, andget come people who know what theytre
doing. And I don't think thal many people on the Come=
nlssion lmow what theytre doing, Théy don't want to
even approach the problew »isht.

MR. MeCURDY: Well, how should they ap-
proach 147 ; ~ | -

MR, MeKIZSICK: I think they sught t9
approach 1t by wE&E.hqs the whlte man done.to black
'people to nake the.black mgg_ggach this state or thlal-
1n§:. What has the white man done! Plot the roles of

white people, not the roles of black peoplet Redeline
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erime, And I say that as a lawyer. HRe-~deline crirme.
What is crimer Have vhite people committed crimes
egainst black people? If you make an approach like-
that, maybe you can get tonme validity,

A But when youtie going 8o automatically
throw tte blame on biack people to start ofC with, then
I'm hell-bent agalnst you, becausc I know that we aren't
that damn cerimingl in the first place. Ve are a very
friendly, docile people, and we've been on this conbi=
nent, and wetve made this Cod-damn eontinent what 3t is.
It uasn't the white man who wade 1¥. He had the wmoney.

But our atiitude and our disposition iz
vhat made it possible for him to make it, and he ainty
E?d ensugh gratitudg to say: Thank you, man. Even when’
we helped. hinm talie the country from the Indianz, he
didntt oven try to bping about no fatr dead. He didn'é
even live up %o his ﬁromiée of 40 acres and a rule when
the Union -~ Sherman never could have got throush Atlanta
without the black cats who joined him and made it pos-
slble for nim to 5o through Atlanta. - They nevev_cquld
have gone through, and they aia'ﬁ everr neyer said thrnk

you for thab.
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"This_iq the country of ingratlitude to

‘black people, and I think you neesd to understand -=-

it b’ e e m e e e

white people better undergtand why bléck people hate
thgm, and then try to work from ghat point of position,
rabhow than blaming black peoﬁle, because black people
dontt even know why thc&'re blanming them in the first
place.

And 1f they dn't know why they're blanming
them, you can conderm them all you want, but they dont't
accept your coudeﬁnation, they don't accept your moral
standarda.

Youlve ot two sets of values. Hell,_if
you atk me.do I steal, I have stole because I had to
steal. I wanted fo o to college, - I've bell-hopped

and waited tables and I don't think there's a damn thing

" weeng with 3b. Bec&use=i? I hadn't stole I never could

have made.it.' And a whole lot of black_peoplc_stcal.

. And 17 they have to work ---and I rerem=
ter in 1939 when you had ¢2 work for 15 cents an hour,
there were black men who worked for vhite men who were
goinz to steal thew a porl chop and a plece of ﬁreaé or

somathin: t3 try tormke 1It, to educate hic kicéa. & .Q
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they ﬁid, too,
| And T think when you start talking about
the values of the white society and the values of the
DXack cocleby, boy! there's a gapl Youlve got to really
reéognize what wé've done. And dontt forzet. that mon-
sters == ye created this dam problem that welve got;
this mnsterous problem. We created 1%. I think the
uhitelgmn*a got to start looking, at himsell.

- MR, McCURDY: Xf you uere on the Commis- .
glon, if you were polng to malte the recommendations. to
the Presfdent, what recommendalions would you male?

MR, MeKISSICK: Well, I don't want to
gay what recommendations I would want to make right now.
I think wefve got a serlies of programs that I'm talking
about. I do?s mean Just - one of tho biggest problems
weTve got, weé Jush quit talking in CORE half the time,
because vwe don't glve a damm gbout fhe press, the press
can't nake you and the press cantt break you, the vay
vie 1look at it. And I'm not just trying €9 make no recone
nendations for the press, I'm interested in tﬁyiﬁg to
ds comabhing and the presc a2in'$ goling ©o give you no

rfavorable lizht, becaure this is part of the syotem any-

-
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way . : i
They never did abttempt to give a rational
definition of black powerl_ They.made black pouer éséo—
ciated tobally with voilence, This wasn't thé intent.
Eud this e the mame thing I was taiking about earlier,
' 8o the press 1z Just as bad as the other part of it.,
| I made a statement before the Ameriecan
Neuspancr Editors \=sociation and sald the only thing
they were priﬁting 13 when tuo black men vere flghting
éach obher, then you pub that on the first pace. You
dont put a dami thing else in there. You put the
peoble on the soeiéty page and then you say theytire
-talﬁing about a separatist soclety. Toulve alrégdy
separabed them. You cce what I'm trying bo say:
Youke already separated them. So I
" think veMwe mot to look at what vhite pesple do. F
think that would be the Pirst approach. .
“And then youlre talliing about law and
crder in the cstrects,..
MR, MeCURDY: Yes, I wanted to ask you
avout that, Whme s your opinion or attitude on tho

crine In the gtreets bHII1?

-~
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MR, MeKISSICK:. Yell, X think youtyre
Juet begning for an issue. I think that's one way to
bailt o trap, because I think you'lre golng to have to
spring a trap and it aln't coing to be a goéd.tnap.to
epring.

.MR} MeCURDY: What do you mean?

MR. MeKISSICK: I think youtre 3ust'
Baiting it for people; I thinlk youtre setting the
stage. I think zll:youtlre:doing this summer. .i thiuk
indicting Dr. Jfpock, I think indleting William Coffin,
ah< Ya1a, all youtre @doing ie ﬂetfing the stape te do
tho. same éhiﬁg to black people. I think black people
reallze 1t, too, -

I mean this is the same way you 4id
Dodd'and.Powell. You made a mistake when you wént alfter
Powell first, so you had tq 8o get a vhite man to zay
that you aln't got no double standard. Bub thén after
you got a vhite man you didntt do nothing fo him.

How youtre Jumping on Spock and Willlam
Coffin at Yule on the grounds that they are agsisting
in violatinzy the law in giving information to would-te

dro?t dodgers. That's just opening the door, and youlre

pxYone: s ;..*.?ET(,,V“J.‘ R Y
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goling £0~do it to white people fivst, =0 yéu can juetily
‘any more frutal thinzs that youlre zoing to do to black
people. And blaclt people know it, -

They lknou It because they're Iozlng falth,
thoge that have noﬁ already loct faith, a tremendous
number: of then éve losing falth in thisc country, and
this country's ability to colve the prodlems, They
make Salgon have a priority over Detroli or Hewarkl! They
cpend 06 btllliones dollars a day Lighting that war over
there, and it coats them $370,000 =« the figures up a-v
11€tle bit, prolably 4385.000 now, fox evewy sa-~called
Viet COng that we ldll.

S And man! welre paying with our lives
between 22 and 254, it depends upon which outfitts in
action, the way black people ave doirg it, and it looks
Tike g wor jJust to extermihate DImGR pésple. To ox-
terminate black peonle and yellow people.

And ve arentt over there ighting for
eny legltimate good and all that money thatlec wasted
over there oucht to be spent herve, solving the problems,

e have a arped gense of morqiity oang

I think we'lre 59 -obscecsed with sur cuperiority conplex

N MO L S Myl



33

of white people,.racial.suprémacy idea, that we can't
really éee vhere this country's going, and I think the
country 1c slowly woving toward Fascirm. I thinlt the
country'é 2lowly moving toward Fascism, I think vlen
the mayor -~ let!s Just look at‘the indices of this.
‘You loolk down at HMiaml, Fla., the chiefl of police domm
there, he announced the hell with the Human Relatlous
Board, hel!s going to get guns and shivot down spooks, and
all this thing.

| You turn risht around and you've got in
Philadelphia, Rizzoto -- vhat!s his name -~ Rizio, and
you dome right on up the country here, and you find that
they're dolng the same thing to Lcnoi Jones oveyr here,

Suppression of [ree speech. A judge is sentenclng a man

on the basis of two reports that he wrote, vhich is en-

tirely, out and out, even in the record, beyord the evi-

dence., |

And youiell black people to have respect
for law and order? And if X Jump up =- what do you uant
ne to d2, stand up and ftell black people to have respect
for law and order:

i .ceople say: lan, you é¢on't coven ko,

<
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vhatts happening if% I jumped up there and to» 5
stupid position like that.
-7 8o youtre defying law and ovdev., Jing

one thing I think the white peonle hBedier undvretend 4

ks they'we Goluy a very good job of woiliying Lilaol
people. A very good job. Every.tkme dhey roiuse to
glve them a job, they come back home and theylve veady

to tuke your business, Every time they vy o make a

guccess, and they say hell no, you don't promute them

in the banks, you don't promote them in the po: ¢ ofrice,

=T

you amntt promotd them L Govermsent, you dorit prsmote

T

then in Civil Serv1§e,"you don't give them a oL, and
you keép'them~in'the gutter and you kecp them in the
street, nan, youbre breeding all of the thinz that you -
vant to do, b

- You're moving on a track tovard. genmocide,

I think. And I think it's being doune Intentliy-ally,

e T e ——
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because of a white supremacy attitude ond {he 1paniiity
to communleate. And »ight now I can't ==~ 20U 1ot ne
-tell you this: I dontt cven communicate wilth - vhody on

yorr Gomalssiont T don't communicate with &4t o hoy

can they underctaund me. - &<t ¥ du represent ©  -amrent
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of Ehc peoplé In this country, and by the records;
it looks 1ike that we reprasent five tines more than
Y used fo-think we represented, three months aso.

And esome how or anothar I'm not com;
mnieating with half of those "boards". 'ﬁyt when you
comminlcate with them, they vreally sre not hearing
vhat you are trying to say. They are tryiug to find
a'short;cut solution to leep rCrom gilving up some pover.

And 1f thatts the ideca thaltwetre communicating on, thattlas

inot going to do an&-good. we' Just mighﬁ as well

understand cach otherts posltion.

‘MR, HMcCURDY: VYhat, then, do you sce as
the end result, what 1s all this golng to lead to? You
know, welre on the road to genocide and wefre nobt -= °F
1t looks 1llite wePrw on a collislon course. Velre really
- the whilte community is not attempting o unﬁers&@nﬁ
the blacl: commmify, or do anything about it in any moan-
inzful vay. VWhat is golng to be the end fesult?‘:

MR, HeXISSICK: Well, I doult know, I
¢ould very ecacily cay that Congress ought to appropriate

the billions of dollars over a nerles of pexlods ol years.

. I could point to the prosrams that we are trying to set -

-,,--,.svrw L0 T i e
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up and establish in CORE, I could point té a number
of things like that, but the programs are not solng
to soOlve everything, the attitude that the white man
has towards the black man, or the attltude that the
black man has toward a white man, |

| ﬁR. STILL: Do you think we can deal with
this attitude, do you think 1t can be dealt with realils~
tlcally?

MR. McKISSICK: Yes, if you want ¢o
listen to somebody and try to deal with it realistically.
And you may make some errors, but yaulre going to have
to trust some people, and you can'é Just trust thome
people because these people say what you want them ©o
say. Ilow for 1nstance,'thaﬁ.coalftidlmade'one'hell ol
a mistake in Detfoit, and they an*t even understand -
why'they made a mistake and why(giigé.couldn't take tha¥t
$100, 000, The& really don't understand it

That!s because they!ve never really heard

nothing about what black power is. And they violate

every principal of black power, expectlng him o take
it, and he would have been considered a sell-out, and

he wouldn't even have been any 500d to the Urban ¢+alition
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he wouldn't have been any rood to himsell, and he
wouldntt have been good o the city of Detroit if he
had taken mohey. " ¥ou sec what I mpan?t

MR, MelURHY a1l .

MR, HeKINSICHs 50 Buho Usbun 0oallibion

= L ’ % ) o B P PIUNNE .  P B’ : o .
delfeated Lus own an oS¢ B 1ol zaying this man has ree-

-

gpect, this wan has intesrity. welre not zoing to stand
over hin and wateh him, vetre going to leb the commnity
seb ug 1ts own mechanism for solving its problems, and
thatls where théy “oofed,

7 Rignt now Urban Coalition =« I duntt know
unat they'reTgoing to do, but they sure goofed on thelr

first appraisal of the matters Ty,

MR, MeCURDY: You sald a 1ittle vhile ago

that Negroés are a pleasant, and o friendly and z dseile
person and this seems to be borne out,l There wod an
att;tnde survey that wés taken that secemed to sgv that
there is more hatrod,much wmove hatred on the part of the
white peopla.towavd Nerroes than they found on the part
of HNegroes touward white people. Now do you have any
comments to make on that?

MR, MeKISa¥0K: Ydo. Riret of 811
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position 1s that the black man, il you treat hiam right,
and you treat him fair, you can get alon~ with him. You
can pet along with him, Uelve been docile for pll fhése
nuaber of years. Dub vhy iz it that the docility is
viearing thin?

Thatte because wetve found out that the
ran wonty even treat you right! Iven when you ftake é‘
&r:all slice of the pie, man, he ésn!t even want o @ive”
jou'a part of the damm pict Youitell hiz you jant tﬁe
power of integr#tion, ne - yan's to choose youf 1ea§c@é;
for you, and set the philozophy-for you 45 follow. Ile
aintt made no effort to intecrate oll Street.

Hetll let you cleepn with a white women,

but he saysr Y¥ou ain®™ going to get my God<damned ncneyl”

you see. And thatts z hell of a difference, because
16ts the ecoensimlop Iu thils socletly thatts determining.,

The. aconomlce systen as vell as the political cysten,

R, STILL: Floyd, there's been a tuz~
gestion that ore of the ctumbling blocks to control of
the Vblaalk corrmnity, poviicularly in the larzer urban

1]

-t -~ v - -~ &
arcac, has heon Yhe so0--alled

<y ileate™ operatlon and

the fgct that they we 2. € pd trat in the f1lnal analysis
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it definlitely says that they would not allow this to
comz about, I there any comme;t on that?

MR, e n'ssxczc:'» tiell, I think that thore
12 gome truth to that. I think that there avevso many
pattémns of control. You can 39 t0 each c¢ity, und
vice Iz cnnbrolied by the underuiorld. You: seg, I think
that if this COmmission'of Civil Disorders reaily wanfed
to ds something, why don't you come out with a stﬁdy on
vice, who control§ the underworld;‘prosecute all theee
people that make.people éope addlcts, That's another
form ol e¢conomic slavery uhlch is controlled by the

uhderwerid;

. In the State of the Unlion messzge, Prosi-

dent Johuson olfered no leadershlp. Druzs, one 5? the
wajor problems in this area, ve oucht to lezalize the
drugs in order to take the profit out of the drugs. I
thinlke thatv wetve got {0 dolsome imaginative thinlkiug
17 we want to elear the problem: of the ghevto.

f I+ You can't tallz about clearing the probe

lems of the ghetis unlesgs you tallk about the vice in

jthé shetto., £And you've got t5 talk about the zontrol

> .
of visg in that ghebto, and youlve got t2 sne vho £one
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trols it, and then you o bac't to the mangs In the
syndleate.’ |

‘MR, STILL: Dut ds you know oF any evi-
dence that so-called operafione of that type have deli-
nibaly attempted to warn black péwer advocates In care
tain zreas?

MR, MeKISSICK: I have heard some rrunmors,
vhen you say -« I'm under oath, and az a lawyer 1T you
sald do Ivhave cvidence, I have no firct~hand evidence.
I have some hear-~say evidence, and I would be inclined
to recognize the individuals that I have talked to, I
would coneider them credible witnesses. Bub I stlll
woulé not &ay that this 1s cunclusive evidence by any
means,

MR, S¥ILL: Vhat do y&ﬁ think 1is gbing to
happen this svumer? .

MR, MCKISSICK: The answer ig, what has
besen done to brinzg atout chaages for blaék.peOple since
laSt'summer? Ysu see, I thinlt that right now 1t!c.a
question of teehnigues and stratesy. It's a cuestion
of teehniaues and stratesy. You may very well find that

a 1ot 9 biaclk people sce all of the tauks ard-poda.e
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guns and ilce thai!s belng tullt and bought in all
of these citles avouud here -- black Tolks kuou it,
they know what's shakinz. ey know they're goetting
veady to shoot thenm down., They Just uant to try oubt
these veanons on b}ack people. |

"I daont't know. Biack people night nob
decide tq let you Just choot them down like catz and
. doge. The mirhv decide that if they've got to o,
they aintt @oing to go 1like that.
Tnere'u oriec thinz T teach tﬁem} it I
got to g0 I ain't going to march to ng e- glpwly 4o 1
no’ darm gac- chamber  And I aintt telling them to
march'tq.né gas chamber that way. 'If'they're going'to
go, then wetve got~to.figure out ways and means.
| MR, McCURDY: Do you thin% that rioting,
or rebellion, or whatever word, ..
IR, MeKISSICK: That's the right word,
revellion. | |
© MR, MeCUMDY: Do you think that retel-
1lons ave «oling to take a different form, in light'of
vhaot nas been happening and vhatl 1s likely to happen?

PR, VGRISIICK: Dol Gepandas o the man,
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I, MeCURDY: I ¢outd vulersciond you.
It depende on tle men, you say? The person rebellinzt
. MR. WelISCICK: You nce, fivst of all
yuL‘Vﬂ_QoL %o underziand tirat every darm city ia th
ctate youtye got black people vho fee) pretvbty rear the

£ome xhe tter they Live in Havlen, Watts, Hewarlz, Wach-

.ington, Durham, N.C., or Charlotte, ¥.C., Colunbia, 5.C..

.miumi, St. Petersburg, or Pecsemer, Ala,, they all have
got a common thread that is omonyg them

They éll know thiat the vwhilte man iz pot
his foot at the wrony place on thom, Zhey knou tiac,

- Bihee cup is al-

All iﬁ¢takes i=s some stupld white cop
rcad& fuﬁning over. Trey already rezent 1t,  All it
takes is one gtupid white cop to come in and cxercise
the wrong atiount 57 poiuer, and welve got a thing going
.You sce what I'm trying o say?
And that': géncrally what happens. Fron
time,to.ﬁime. Sope white percon sldppins dovin & black.
LT Wemen . Itve see 1t Just about happen out here. iie
stonped it one day. Dubt that's all it takes vo cou-
rnities like that. Vhite peonle have already made

comimalties Like thav, ©of ¥1aq Losple.  Uhlie neonle

the .
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made thenm like that. All that hate has pilled up,
and generated dislllucionment and dispair, frustra-
tion, They azin't zot nothing, chey dont't owm nithing,
nothing means nothing, 5o what.dé they worwey. aboub

They Qon't ow.'the land thay live on,
I6%5 01l & foim of cconomlce glavery. The stull ie
elrcady there in the ghebtto. 1ow you ask whatts going
to happen. Eell, if you haven't cleancd 1t up in the
lact centuries and deeades, 1t's still there, brother,
.and zll it %Zalkes 13 an 1ncidont; gnd 1ts goins £o hit,

fnd when it hits, then you'lve ot your:
proﬁlem.

MR, McCUIDY: Then 4o you think the problem

-w do you think that the disorder or rebellion will talke
the tame shape 1t has or do you think it's polng to take
a.diffcrcnt shape?

MR, HaKISSICK: ;'ve got a 1ot of notions
and idens on that, but I would not want to9 one to say
that richt ncﬁ. Il've 7ot some opinlonsg abaut it, and
I dontt care {0 eiprercc those opinions'right now,

MR, MeCUIDY: Letts go of P the recard for
a norient,

(piscussion ol %the record.)

——
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IR, HeCURDY: r. Helligsicl, what is
your opinion of the aduninistration ol our wellarc
gysten?

MR. MeKISSICK: Well, Cirst of all I
think the vellarc systen, the poverty programs, and
auch prozrans arve a'farce;' I think 17 we recally are
dealing wity: the problem vet'd be trying to abvolilsh
| velfare and really abolich poverty by letting cvery-
body have a stake in what golng on in this socliety.

. . fo I think social work is something
thatts out of date, a bunch of social workers doing
s#me dbngoﬁder~th1ngs vho don't even kmow what theytve
doing or how t9 do it, and we just'réa.ly aren{t tryin;
.%o solve the nroblems that welve cot today.

Welre not living In 1920 any nore, aﬁd
those 1920 methods aintt goint to help you salve 1958
problems.

S> I dontt believe'in wdrking rimarily
'or a better neliare systenm. YWhile I believe pedple
reed to 1live and have something, wut I belleve 1 Lelp-
1n7 people get of > ucliarc,

IMe IMCURDY: By Cilling the ncey “0 tov

-

-



MR, McKISSICK: -Yes, celf-helpn peograns,
Thatts what we advocate, and welre having some euqqéss
with i¢. X dont'{ think welfare ig all that zcod.

¥R, MeCUXDY: You have to- leave heve
about 4:307

MR, NeKIREICK: VYes, I have to leave.
here in a minute. " And I want you vo leave nrow..

}R, MeCURDY: Yes, 0.X. I don't want
to keep you. Bub one question I want to eck yoﬁ. Ic
you just had the pouer to chanpge one thing in this
country, vhat would you change?

.- IR. McKISSICK: Id' stop the war in

Vietnan, Ve've firct of all got to have some moYality.
We dont't recognize thevwisdom 97 God or the teachings._
J2tve ot to have a cense of morality, and youlve got |
to let people know vhy youlye stopping it., Aftes you
ztop that, then your second rove would ﬁc to gee vhat
funds could be allocated. - |

Call an extraordinary necsion of the Cone
grees, and I'd boing in ltey people, and I'd make the
Congress run, Itd bring in liey people who could tallk

and rolate &nd deal with the problems of thfc couwntry.

L=
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An ertraordinary geselion, of the Congress. Decause
~one of the things, most o our Congresséén éfe poli~
tically inepired and ignorant, and they have ignovant
consvibuents, and they can't move.

Itd put all the prozrame off the TV and
any damn thing and I'd have nothing but educational
prosramns, or programs hearing this dialogue, There
would be monlbors all over, On every key percon vho
wag. talking on Congrées. Tallting about how to deal
with this problem,

Hc'd take some immediate —; we'ld deal
. with some immediate provlems. And then Ifd deal with
"Eandiaid? propcsala-vhile I wes trying to rcaszh a loni=
range program. Itd £4nd out vho the people éan't and
who thevp00ple vwill trust to represeht them, and 1'd cee
what could be done in cach of the key b;ack ¢or ., ‘hitleq
throushout this country, znd I would really emphatise
the bullding of d blaclk cconomie bace, black ¢.010 e
base, Capltalism 13 clther moing to fall op ril o4
whether the black man becoines a capitalist.

R, 1e0URDY:  One mdve question p b

going to let you go.

TSI A
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MR, M2CURDY: XU you could maice any
change in the educational system, what change or
chan;es would you make?

T IR, MeKISJTICK: Vell, first of all I
helped found a £2hool here and Itll say ny klds can
met any kids that you can £ind, after World Var IX.

A business school. And ve tausht them kids. e haod
kide come fhere with I.Q.'s of %0 and 50 and when they
left they were 110,’120# That school vas foundeﬁ right
after orld Var II, iﬁ Durham, N.C.

7 And I know vhat can be done with kids,
and you ¢an give me the most stupid kids that you can
find. A @ these kids can be reached, an¢ they can
trained, |

And I think I would change the whole SYyisw

tem of education

)

o that g Rlack kid, the minute that
klds pets oult of zchool, hels going to have a marietable
5k111, whben hets findshed high cschool, not collese.

‘MR, 8TILL: Some ol those chanzes susz-

gest ~= present problems in Cthe framewori al our socletly.

And they presoent...

MR, NeKIZSXC: Then wetlve got %o change

el 1
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those, we'lve got to change the frameworik of our

coclety, and thatts the reason I ray we need an

extraoxdinory seszion of Congress, 82 that you can
deal with any problem that you'ﬁc got.

I think ybu'vé got to I%sten to blaslk
people. All those Congrezsmen up:there that are tall-
ing, theytve got to reallze that all they!ve kcen

listending to ir vhite taiks, and theytve got to listen

-to cone black talk for a change. And theytve got to

really hear blacic talk and ve ousht to bring a series

of people before them with really prepared documents

and stvatements, to really glve them some of the ausuvers

to the prodlems, because they dontt know and they

ain't going to get 1t the way theylre going about it

| now. They dontt have 1t. 98 v W TR -

iR, MeCURDY: Is there any recommenda=

. tion, as a firnal word, that you vant to make to this

Comusiesion, or anybhing you vant to saﬁ to them, in
any manners: |

o, [ICKISSICK: 1Mo, I dont't have any
final vord, as such. I Jdou't have any final vord. I

thirvic welve 2ot an wn~gsing pro” lom and I dontt thirk

nre—y



https://uccUH.DY
https://pl:'obler.t3

ho
that vwe can try to4reach brouﬂ, goneral_pwinciplbg.
i think wetve got o mect and deal with fhe provrlen.
It's Just lilke we had a problem with '
~Baltimore tﬁét vie were able to =olve befere the probe
. lom-exploded Into something big. . The fact i that we
viexre able to colve 16 and it didn't spread. -
Vetve got problems that need aatlon
right awy and you cantt say thilnss generally, X
think one necds the mcchaniﬁm to move and cperate and
do., And I think that I uouldntt vand to glve any
general ﬁord; any last word, I think there has to ke

eonstant  cormunication,

ok COﬁmunieation 1s moing o have to e on
a recpectable basis, in dtgnlty, aecording dfemity to
the black man and recognizing that his diffewence ~=~ be-
opuee he doeenit'thlnk Iiké a whifc man, the wﬁite man
© Just diccounts that idea. But he's got to deal with
that 1deca. -Het's going to deal uith it one way of tie

other,

! “eities. Do you sec ruch a pattemn naiioiide; a wove

I, STILL: Sume of the gproups arve noviag

~toward a united Iront -~ tla:lk front coneept and in ceveral

A sy gt v Wt



tovard 2 unlted bplack front for all groups?
MR, MoXISSICK: I just came back from

Detrolt and welve ot a COREchaptef in Debwroit, and
_we've oot Brothef ﬁiiﬁg's sroup and velve always heen
real tight on comsunicatione. And M aaéaciato with
groups all over the couﬁtry vhether the carwvy the nane
of CORE orx not. And right now velve got every coun-
celvable philosophy within CORE on the cormon basiz of
black philOSOphy and black thinking, and I kndow our
_ Spectacuiar reowth over the past year would indicate
that that type of thinking of a black united front is
herc, I would think, because we're not asking a person
wﬁat is your rellgion, now; Jje dontt ask.that ques-
tion. |

. We ask him to work for the ¢ood of the
black community and work for black power, and I Just

wrote an editorial -- I think twtif I don't know, I

ﬁas-out of %own, bubt I think this 1s == Yes, Black Unity

and Political Reallty uas the column, and thatts one
of the articles I've uritten since I apreed to startg

vritiag on the first of Jamwury. And you can <o back

and pebt thoece articles and see wuet my philosopay ic, io

g . ey
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depth.
MR, McCURDY:: Vell, Mr. ﬁcKissick, thank
you very much, |
MR. leKISSICK: 0O.K.

MR. MecCURDY: Leits eut it ofC now.

(End of interview. )
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UNIL ).STATES DEPARTMENT. OF J. TICE

. FELRAL BUREAU OF INYESTIG&TIONO -
:.&ghmmuﬂdah Detroit, Michigan
Toe Na, December 13, 1966
I.CDEEIDSN@%AL

—

Re: Speaking Appearance Of Floyd
B. Mc Kissick, National Director
Of The Congreéss Of Racial
Equality, At Detroit, Michigan, -
December 11, 1966 '

On December 13, 1566, a source who has furnished -
reliable information in the past advised that Floyd B. lc Kissick,
National Director of the Congress Of Racial Equality (CORE), '
was the featured speaker at a fund raising affair held on
December 11, 1966, at the Central United Church of Christ,
7625 Linwood, Detroit, lichigan. This affair was sponsored
by CORE and the Inner City Organizing Committee (ICOC).

The source stated that there were approximately
532 people present at this affair and that it was announced .
that $581.00 had been collected for CORE and the ICOC,

Mc Kissick spoke on the emergence of black power
and said that 1966 is the year that the Negrogzred his dignity..
Mc Kissick stated that CORZ was in serious financial difficulty -
and urged future support from the ccommunity. MC Rissick _ °
explained in detail the term "black power" and pointed out
that the white man fears this slogan,

The source advised that another speaker during the -
evening was Alvin Harrison of the Adult Comnunity Movement
for Equality (ACME), who appeared to be quite militant, -

urging that Negroes in Phodesia take up guns and drive the
whites into the Cape of Good Hope.

Source further advised that a Dr. Ismeal (phonetic) =
from Africa, who stated he represented the United Arab
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A ~ ' CONEIDENGIAT,

Re: Speaking Appearance of Floyd
B. lMc Kissick, at Detroit

Pepudblic, also spoke and stated that the Negroes in Africa
are ready to aid in the fight of the American Negroes for
freedon.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the
property of the Federal Burecau cof Investigation and is loaned
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency. '
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LOTED STATES DEPARTMENT 0'._)USTICE 22
-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to .
File No. ¥

100-35635 Chicago, Illinois

NATION OF ISLAM
INTERNAL SECURIVY - NATION OF ISLAM

A characterization of the Nation of Islam (NOI) is
attached hereto,

On September 7, 1966, a confidential source advised
that Floyd B. Mc Kissick of the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) met with Elijah Mubammad, the national leader of the
NOI, on September 6, 1966, at the latter's residence, 4847
South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. The meeting, which
lasted for some thirty minutes, was the result of several invi-
tations extended to Mc Kissick by Muhammad.

-Muhammad and Mc Kissick discussed black unity.
Huhammad emphasized that Mc Kissick must follow his program
and unite under the "crescent" of Islam. Muhammad told
Mc Kissick that there was nothing for the black man under
christianity and during the meeting he, Muhamnad, went into
an anti-white tirade. Mc Xissick's general reply to any pro-
posals put forth by Muhammad was that he would have to take
it up with his Board of Directors. Mubhammad's tirade was

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its con-
tents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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g - excluded from automatic
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NATION OF ISLAM

extremely in poor tasfe and resulted in Mc Kissick becoming cool
towards’ Muhammad and cutting the meeting short. No evidence of

rapport between Muhammad and Mc Kissick was noted as a result of
this meeting.

Floyd B. Mc Kissick is the Director of the
Congress of Racial Equality.




1 APP:YIDIX

NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly referred
to as the 3luslim Cult of Islam, also kncwn
as Muhammad's Temples of Islam

In January, 1957, a source advised EFELiJAHN HUHARMAD has
described his organization on 2 nationwide basis as the "Nation of
Islam" and "Muhammad's Templecs of Isiam.”

On April 29, 1866, a second sourcc advised FLIJAH
MUHAMMAD is the national leader of the Notien of islam (NOX);
Muhammad's Temple of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwcod Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and
in mid-1960 LUHAMMAD and other NOI cfficials, when referring to
MUHAMMAD's organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using
either "Mosque'" or "Temple" when mentioning one of "Muhammad's
Temples of Islam.”

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was origin-
ally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigam. MUIAMMAD claims to
have been selected by Aliah, the 3upremes Being, to lead the so-
called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness of North
America by establishing an independent black nation in the United
States. Members following MUHAMMAD s teachings and his inter-
pretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such thing as a Negro;
that the so-called Negroes are slaves of the white race, referred
to as "white devils," in the United States; and that the white race,
because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes, must and will
be destroyed in the approaching "war of Armageddon.”

In the past, officials and members of the NOI, including
MUHAMMAD, have refused to register under the provisions of the
Selective Service Acts and have declared that members owe no
allegiance to the United States,

]
On May 5, 1858, the first source advised MURAMMAD had,
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his perscnal statements
and instructions to his ministers conecarning the principles of his
organization in order to avoid possible pros=cuticn by the United
States government; however, he did not indicate any fundamental
changes in the teachings of his organization.

On May 2, 1966, a third source advised MUHAMMAD had,
early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious aspects
of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic benefits to
be derived by those Negroes who joinad the NOI. This policy change,
according to MUHAMMAD, would help him acquire additional followers
and create more interest in his programs.

<
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W JTED STATES DEPAKTMENT 0,_)USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Zb

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

100-35635 Chicago, Illinois
Sept: & 1966

Title NATION OF ISLAM
Character INTERNAL SECURITY - NATION OF ISLAM

Reference is made to memorandum dated and captioned as
above at Chicago, Illinois.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities

are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past,

This document'contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your

agency;.it and its contents are not to.be distributed outside
your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

Newark, New Jersey
In Reply, Please Refer to ;

File No. September 21, 1967

POSSIBLE RACIAL INCIDENT
HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHCOL
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SEPTIMBIER 2, 1987

RACIAL HMATTERS

_ Reference is made to the memorandum in this matter
dated September 12, 1887,

A source, who has furnished reliable information
in the past, advised on September 19, 1967, that the following
/:1s a verbatim transcript of a speech delivered by
:Lﬂg_gisggpk, Director of the Congress of Racial BEquality (CORE)
at Hubbard Junior High School, Plainfield, New Jersey, on
September 9, 1867: '

"Thank you for your warm applause, I am glad

to be in Plainfield tonight., I've been here a
couple of times just looking around, And I think

" I owe you some congratulations. And I first want

) to congratulate you as a conmunity who had a ;
rebellion this summer., That's the first thing I
want to congratulate you for, But secondly, I want
to commgnd you for having damnn good sense, Pardon
me, Reverend. And that is not.to turn in them guns.
Now I say that for two or three reasons. Now,iif I
were a psychiatrist or psychologist, anytime some-
thing is stolen, it's always been 'the nigger who
stole it, you see., They couldn't even thinlk that
maybe it might have been some white people who got
something. They automatically condemn you because
you happen to be a hapless child born of this color
hue, And that's what the reason they start accusing
you about. Nobody saw anybody get them guns in the
first place, 1If they had seen them, they would have
got them and they would have shot 'en down if they
wanted to get 'em because that's the way they always
do it. BSo I don't (inaudible) to turn in no guns
if you knew they were. There's no need to turn
them in, '
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" POSSIBLE RACIAL INCIDENT

HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SEPTEMBER 9, 1967

"I don't know - we come into your city at your
invitation to establish a CORE chapter, I better
tell you what we all about, Because in case some of
you unere, and I know some of you gonna go back and
tell the man tomorrow, and I really don't care if you
do, You can tell anybody what I say 'cause the day's
coming we ain't goin' back on what we say and we gonna
let the man knows there is some people who got the guts
ana courage and will say what they believe, So, white
folks, just get ready to listen, I don't care, And
they gonna always try and get one or two stooges around
anyhow, see, but one of the first things I wanna let
you know that I'm as nonviolent as any man can be if
folks treat me right, don't steal from me, don't call
me bad names, don't slap against my head, and for -
God's sakes don't hit my women folks, I am as non-

. vinlent as anybody can be, see, but if you start

slapping me side my head, start hitting my women folks,
start calling me names and want to take and steal what
not only what they owe me , but what I'm supposed to
get, brother, you got a fight. Tox,

"And I don't stand up and tell any black man any-
where the Constitution gives everybody a right to bear
arms, And I get sick at these people thinking that
black people are sub-human and I teach this in CORE
and I'm telling you now, so if you don't like it, get
up and walk out. And then we'll know what's left is
ready, you: see, _ .

"What I'm telling you, I believe that if the
Constitution gives white people the right to have -
guns, I believe that every black man got a right
to have a gun, And I don't believe its necessary
for us to accomplish anything by going down and
letting people beat on you head and keep saying,
'I'm peaceful, I'm gonna love you if it kills me.'
That's ain't the kind of love I'm hunting for. I
want some living love, and if I live, God knows I
can take care of my private love fast, So I don't
ask black people to humiliate themselves, I don't
think that anybody can really face themselves or

2
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POSSIBLE RACIAL INCIDENT
HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SEPTEMBER 9, 1967

"their children when the great day comes around

and they say, 'Mama, or daddy, what did you do during
the struggle?' You say, 'I knelt down and I said,

‘I luve you white man, just keep beatin' " me.' That
kind of philosophy is putrid, It's putrid., You know
what its actually saying, its actually saying this:
that black people don't have the same rights as white
penvle, You got a right to be violent and conduct

an, kind of war you want, Anywhere in the world, But
I as a black person have got to be submissive and
anything that I get from you, I'm gonna come begging
to you for,

"You see, and I don't believe that black people
should actually infect their minds into thinking that
they are inferior people or that they should do less
then any other people., They even got black people so
psychologically warped right now a days that cat, you
don't kanow everybody's suffering from or got a
schizophrenic personality or something from neurosis
or psychosis or something. I mean, right now black
people haven't got a right to hate, And if you say
man I hate spinach or I hate you, you know, I hear
black men, "“Oh, don't you say that Mc Kissick, you
know, don't you say you hate 'em.' I say I hate ever
living gut got or he may go. The study of psychology
shows that every man have got the capacity to love
and that every man has got the capacity to hate and
people ju=t don't hate without a reason to hate, And
those people who are hated, God knows that they are
Justified the hate that they get, because they put it
out, and man only gets in return what he delivered
first, .

"There ain't no need of me standing up here telling
you that I want you to be nonviolent. No, I ain't
telling you that lie. That ain't fcause position, We
believe that you got a Constitutional right to do what-
ever other men ought to do and that people ain't telling
you that's your right, they telling you a lie, 'cause
the Constitution says so. So you got a right to be as
free as anybody else living in this society. So, that's
the first thing I want to tell you 2bout CORE,

-3
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POSSIBLE RACIAL INCIDENT
HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SEPTEMBER 9, 1967

"Secondly, we ain’'t the organization that we
used to be, No, we ain't the organization we used
to ke, P™Cause we don't believe anymore, and many
of us didn't believe then, that integration - running .
down the street begging to integrate with somebody -
I ain't never believed in no way. I mean, you know,
I if, you know, first of all its gonna take all my
1’ te, my children's life, and the next children's
life, for all this assimilation and intermarriage to
take place, You see what it means, So if you acwept
integration as a goal, it 2in't gonna be accomplished
in your lifetime, That's one,

"Two, It's stupid for us to go around. Black’
people are wonderful people, They are the greatest
thing that God ever created, You see, the only reason
that you get kicked if you try to go eat a hotdog on
the stands, you know in the South, and I'm a Southerner
and I know what it is down there - things get rough.
And this is the reason I'm taking the position that I've
taken today. Because man, you don't live but one time
no way, you don't know when you goin' no way, you don't
knov how you gonna get wasted, And so what's the need
of living a useless life, Then if you don't know that,
then you gotta live your life with some philosophical
concept, And you beg *this man to let me in your
hotel, let me in your house, let me in your schools,
let me in over here, let me in over there, let me
pray with you, Now that's the silliest thing I ever
heard, These prayin'-ins and kneel-ins, You know
what I mean, That man got his church, that man got
his church over there, Christ ain't never been in
it and how the hell we think we gonna get in it,

"So, what do we want to be integrated with.
Frankly speaking, I don't know what you want to be
integrated with, There are some good white people
that I can see. I don't say that all white people
are bad, There are some good cats. But they is far
and in between, and that's the safest deal when you
know there's a whole lot of them around and they
asked me tonight, say we got some white people out
here, do you want 'em in the meeting, I say I don't

4
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HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SEPTEMBER 9, 1967

"care, let 'em in here, I'm gonna say what I'm gonna
say anyway, I mean I don't care, I mean I'm gonna
say what I'm gonna say, 3But the safest bet is you
can't trust 'em, So somebody's got to adopt a rule
of thumb. They do that in law every day. And see,
they gonna tell you that you are biggoted and you are
prijudiced’cause sometimes you say you don't want no
write people around, .That's a lie, they got a rule
of evidence called the hearsay rule, You generally
exclude everything, but you always have a method of
letting in the exceptions. That's law, So you ain't
doing nothing wrong, if you decide to have a meeting
and exclude all whiie people, They been doin' it and
they made the rule, And this is the thing that we al-
ways get confused about, ' _

"We let these people take us around, dig in our
heads and put some brains in it, sone white talcum
powder, put the top back on it, man, and we run off_
and think that we know what's happening in the woxZas,
man, That is the thing this man has really got a
magnificent system to control black folks.. And this
is the same thing that happened in Plainfield here,

: ""And one of the things that we have talked about,
I really want to see happen here, I want to see you
get some strong unity here, I mean you got to get
some unity here that when the leader says we gonna
move at six o'clock, we move at six o'clock, You
see, the greatest weapon this man's got is his
ability to divide us, They divide the churches,
they divide the teachers, they divide every group
and segment in the community, I just listened to

a statement you got a youth program here, A poverty
program, You got this over here,

"Let me tell you something, they can't separate
you because when they get ready to put a trick on you,
all you got to do is be black and they don't care
what organization you is or where you come from.
They'1ll pull that trigger. 1It's just like they tell
the lie in Detroit. I cdon't know whether ths is the
truth or not, but they said that in Detroit, you know,
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"that the brothers were takin' care of business and
the bright fires were burning and they got another
business and said here come one of them Negroes out
of there, You know what a Negro is, He ain't no
black man. Like one of these reporters asked me the
other day - "Mr, Mc Kissick, as a Negro leacder....'

I said, ‘'Hell, you talkin' to the wrong man. I ain't
no Negro leader., I'm a black leacder, I ain't no

N gro leader,' But one of these Negroes came out
here boy, all the National Guard was on the streets,
you know, and he says, and they had these guns pointed
at him and he said, 'wait a minute, I'm a good Negro,
I always supported the mayor.' And these guards
didn't hear, They didn't hear, And they went up the
side his head with a rifle,

"And all I'm trying to say is when the deal falls
down, it don’t make no difference if you a real light-
skinned black person and don't make no difference if
you two-toned, no it don't make no difference if you
real black or three or four shades. Because when
those National Guards go out,  they got one thing in
mind, One thing in mind, to deal with the niggers,
That's the category you'’re in and it doesn't make
any difference how much money you got downtown,
that you've been eatin' dinner with the mayor, or
that you know the membars of the city council or-
anything else, That's the time that it doesn't matter,

"All I want to tell you my dear friends is you
can't run away from the fact that you black. And
there ain't no need of trying to run away with the
fact that you black., Because its real beautiful to
me. And I'm very proud that I'm what I am, They tell
me that I got some Indian in me too. For I cdon't
know how all these thing happen., I don't know whether
these were voluntary associations or not, but when it
ends up, well, if I have, now can I know where I'm
mad, 'Cause this country killed out all the Indians ,
and what they didn't kill out, they put on reservations,
So on the other hand, I'm mad at them for two things,
I got two reasons to be mac.
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"Now I wanna go back to this CORE program we
talkin' about, When we talk about black power, you
know, these two little words -- they scare the livin'
daylights out of this country. You were talking
integration, ain't nobody gettin' that scared,
Everybody gave you moneyv, 'Cause they had the power
to integrate. So, since they had the power to
inlegrate, that could control it. It also gave them
tt 3 opportunity to do what else - to make black leaders,
‘So they could choose the leaders that you wanted., If
this one said integration was the thing, then they
said he is a good nigger, They said he said, 'I'm
for integration - 1'm for being peaceful,' They
said he is a good nigger, But what about them other
niggers over on that side, you see, Those other folks
over there are hollering black power, -because he can't
control black power, because black power says, we
don't know what the circumstances are, but we know that
we had better get unified and if we get unified among
ourselves to be ready to help each other when this
man is ready to crack down on us; help each other
financially, help each other politically, throw
Addonizio out in Newark if he ain't doing right,

"You see, a lot of philosophy and the whole
psychology behind the other philosophy is that you
develop hew to do things with a little bit of nothing
and you develop self respect with black power, But
with integration, you always say, 'White man, you the
leader.' He chooses black leaders and he can also
just run integration up. Do you ever see the yoyo,
he runs that thing up and down and will give you 2a
little bit today and a little bit tomorrow,

"Now you see, President Johnson off on the wrong

kick right now. Now he's dealing the way they used to
handle us, way a2 long time ago, See now, Thurgood
Marshall appointed to the Supreme Court. I liked
Thurgood, Thurgood was loyal in my case going to
the University of North Carolina, He's a good man,
I probably would be 2 little more radical if I were
on the court, but let's say Thurgood Marshall down
there. So that's supposed to pacify all you folks,
All right, that's one,

7



o | O

POSSIBLE RACIAL INCIDENT
HUBBARD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
PLAINFIELD, NEW JER3EY
SEPTEMBER 9, 1967

"So the other day, they decided there gonna do
& little bit better. So now, they went up to New
York and they got Washington and they gonna bring
him dowvn here, And they gonna make him the mayor
or equivalent to the mayor of D,C. Now he thinks
that you satisfied, Are you: satisfied? Now, I
know the reason you ain't satisfied,

"One, The first reason is this - the time is

past when they can pick one of a million, twenty-five

million, black people, We been saying twenty-two
million in this country for the last, after the last
two censuses, Ther2's twenty-five million black
people in this countvy, even more. You see, even

the white folks say so now, But they gonna take two -
people, two middle-class black people, and they gonna

use these two people to pacify all of you, Now how
maay of you got any bread in your pocket when they

took these two people and elevated them, Did you get

‘any? I didn't either,

"Now, the next thing, why is it if they really
wanted to do something - and they know we're talkin'
about black power - we have already said that one of

* the black man has got to have, He's going to
determine for himself what he wants from now on,
Ain't no white man gonna tell me what I want., If
my foot hurts, I say my foot hurts and he better not
tell me its my neck,

o "We already said we got to have - we're going ;:_Hﬂ—}

\ determine what we want, The first thing we wanted
was political power; the second thing was eeonomic
power; the third thing was an improved self-image of
ourselves, and the fourth thing was the development
of leadership among ourselves; five, to work for the

! enforcement of Federal laws and the sixth, the

" development of consumer power - black consumer power
| and that's black power,

‘"Now, he done violated the first cardinal sin.
One: we ain't decided that we wanted Washington to
head the District of Columbia; two: we already told
them we were going to make our own decisions - we
wanted the right to vote and black people in the
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"District of Columbia still don't have the right to
vote and Washington ain't no substitute,

"So once again, this is the story goes. He's
trying to nacify us with something that used to
pacify us twenty years ago. These are the tricks
that they pull, Now, they don't want you to have
p-iitical power because they see and they know that -
in ten years there gonna be at least twelve cities
in the United States that black peonle will be able
to control politically, That's the (inaudible) of
it. They know that, Now what it is, they simply
don't want vou to control, .

"This is the true crux, The crux of it is that
we no longer are interested in honorary positions:
one nigger on the school board; one nigger on the
welfare council; one over here; one over there,

" Then they'll stand up and say 'We -are integrated.,'
We got one spook in each place and that's all, see,

"Now, they know that we are no longer going

for honorary positions, so what is the logical step.

* We've already told them that their economic power
is what we want., And as I heard one of them confess
at a meeting, at a hotel, one of my waiter friends,
who was waiting tables at one of the big white hotels .
here, and one of the city planners said, 'Oh, Lord,
have mercy, said if that Mc Kissick and Carmichael -
that's the way it was then - Rap weren't up there
then - he said Lord, if that Mc Kissick and Carmichael
were to get the budget of the City of Newark;' said,
'they'd hired every nigger in Newark on the city
payroll,' And this is what he knows that if he gets,
if we move for political power, we are going to
control the purse strings of Newark; we are going
to control the purse strings of Gary, Indiana, and
we're going to control a whole lot of purse strings
throughout here,
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"And then that comes the day when you don't
have to worry about going down here talking about
integrating the poliee force, Hell, 60 per cent
of the black people and 60 per cent of the population
in Newark is black, You ain't got no problem, All
the police force ought to be 80 per cent black, You
control the police force, You don't have to worry
arout picketing the welfare office - you control
ic, you own i«, That's what he's afraid of and
that's what we're talking about. Getting some
economic power - we know that with politics there
is money,

"You see, one other thing I want to mention to
you: during all of these days of integration, which
place is it that really needs to be integrated in
tais country. And it never was, You could eat at
the hotdog stand, you could go to the Statler Hilton,
the Holiday Inn, you can go integrate anyplace in
this country, and then the Supreme Court came and
you can even marry a white woman. That's right,

You could integrate with anything, but one thing
that man wasn't going to let you integrate with,

You know what that was - Wall Street, where his
money is, He ain't gonna let you integrate down
there. So this is what I'm talking about, he's
gonna keen that money at all costs, You can go to
bed with anybody if you want to but don't bother
his money. I mean that's that cat's, so let him go.

"So, what I'm trying to say, my friends, when
we start talking about unity - and I commend this
comnunity 2 third time tonight -~ because I came by
a co-op store that was out here and I went into
that co-op store that was just gettin' started and
I met everybody that was in the store and took time:
to shake hands and I met the manager - and you start
building, even though its a small enterprise over
here - when you start building that kind of store
end when you stop that middle man from coming in
here, operating these businesses by daytime and
running to the suburbs by nighttime, then you on
the way of gettin' some of the money and you can .
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"stop that money that you have to work so hard for
from going back out of the community and building
his riches and a great big Cadillac to drive in
here and exploit you some more.

"So what we got to do is start thinking in
terms of building - I mean building co-ops., And
~ ce again I want to tell you I don't be wanting
to build a whoule lots of things where a whole lot
of people goin' put money in the pocket at the
sacrifice of little black people, And I ain't
for building no grvat big black capitalist cats
who gonna run all the bars and everything and drain
and bleed these poor little peovle in this community
for a psychological drink on Saturday night, You
see, one thing we got to be frank among ourselves,
Auytime one of these Negroes sets up these business
and he starts exploiting black people the same way
the white people start exploiting, we got to put him
down, too. He gotta be put down., The main struggle
that we got is the struggle against an oppressive
system and that system is the capitalistic system.
That system is what exploits us, It exploits us
daily and no black man should become associated so
much so with that system that he's goin' to exploit
his own brothers, We got to teach him a code of
ethics, that he is going to understand in dealing
with his brothers,

"Now, I'm about to conclude and I wanna conclude
on one other thing, I want to talk about two things
and then I wanna stop because we'll be getting
together again, But one of the things I wanna talk
about is that we have got parallel value structures
in this society., Now, we just came back from the
New Conference on Politics out there and here we
have this white group, white liberal group, wanting
black folks to join them in creating a third political
party. And I said, 'No, hell no, we ain't goin'
that way because the day has come when we can't use
2ll of our power and all of our strength and turn
that over to a white man and say here, now you think
for us and do everything for us, We have got to
start thinking for our very selves.'
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"And the next thing is, why were we, in the
first place, the main stream of American life and
the political life and where all of the power is in
‘this country is either in the Republican or the
Democratic Party and if you really want to know what's
haprening in this country and if you really want to be
in & position to deal with it, we got to get organized
tc swing in over here one day and out over here one
day and our voire ain't gonna be in nobody's hip
pocket,

"Now, we talk about black power and I wanna
hit on point three oI black power, an improved self-
image of ourselves, Now, I remember the time - and
‘I'm glad to see a minister appear on this platfom,
glad to see one 'cause too many of them are too
scared to come out, Too many of 'em gonna whoop
and holler cn a Sunday morning, gonnt take all your
money on a2 Sunday morning, you know, and on Monday
morning they put it in a bank, and on a Tuesday morning
you say, ‘'Brother, can you help me?' and over the phone
he says the best thing for you to do is get on your
knees and pray. You say the man's out here at the ‘
door, I need some help, I've been relying on what you
said, '

"So, one of our problems is that we have got
warped values, We've got a white value structure
in this society and we got a black value structure
in this society. But we look at it in one sense
white people don't never look at it, the same way
we look at it, We don't look at it, Now I was
lookin' at a, I was hearing some kids talking about
singing 'My Country Tis of Thee.,' The black kids
says, 'I ain't singing that song no more.,' The
white kids say, 'You aren't, why?' Then ten or
fifteen black kids bust out laughing saying, 'ain't
that funny?' They don't even understand why.,' You
know what I mean, I was walking down the street in
Harlem the other day and I had a white fella with me
and I says, 'Man, look at them two fine foxes,'
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"And that cat looked around (laughter). And he was.
lookin' around the trash cans for some foxes, And
the foxes I was talkin' about, they was built like
this,

"But this is just indicative of the really
separate worlds we live in., I mean, I can go cown
the street and I can say, ?What's the latest dad, sock
it to me.' And you know there's no problem, youknow,
Aund we got a ddalogue, .With this other cat over
there, he's got to use about fifty words, none of which
is conclusive, They ain't got nowhere, You can talk
all day to 'em, And when you get through, you say I
wonder if that fool understood me,

"The point I makin' is that we have lived that
society that developed to that extent. I know right
ncw that some white people could be standing right
here beside us and I could pick anyone of you out of
the audience - we ain't never met, a lot of us
haven't -~ and we can start there and we can talk
there and talk with our feet, ears, eyes and that
way and we know exactly what each of us is thinkin'
and what each of us is 'bout to say. And that poor
white fella there ain't got the slightest idea of
where he's goin! or where he tinks we's goin',

"And that's because of two things: that's

. because of slavery and that's because of the need
to develup defensive thinking and a thinking that
adapted you for survival, While he was in school,
you know, studying Hagel, you know, Aristotle,
Plato, or what they call all of this dialectics,
all of the hyphong of logic and reasoning and
thinkin', you see, while he was studying all these
why we were already. practicing what he was talkin'
about, in order to survive. And we developed these
tactics in order to survive, '

"Now my daddy was a bell captain in a hotel
and he did everything - uncle tommed - and he'll
confess to it that he was an uncle tom, And he told
. me one day I was around there working and shining
shoes, you know, shinin' shoes and poppin' it, you
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"know, ana I'm (inaudible), My daddy came around
the corner and he said, 'Boy, come ‘ere,' And he
grabbed me by my ear and he took me around the
corner, He says, 'let me tell you one thing. There
ain't gonna be but one uncle tom in this family.
That's me.' And I quit the job fifteen minutes
later, Now, my daddy, some years later when his
las¢ daughter finished college, I had three sisters,
wli- a my youngest sister finished college, my daddy
walked up to the counter-that day and says, ‘Well,
man, here's your monkey suit and here's your hat,

I never say yessir no more to a single white man and
I'm gonna tell you where you can put your hat,!'

"Now the simple point I'm making is that I know
in my family we have had to lie, we had to lie, a1f
you wanted to educate four children and the white
folk never could understand, They talkin' about
economies, why hell, I remember duriug the depression
when my family wasn't gettin' in, with both of them
workin', wasn't gettin' in but $35 a week between
2ll six of us workin' and we still sent my older
sister to college, You talkin' about economics,.
don't you be wondering about black folks. How do
you think these women, now, who supposed to be ignorant
ain't got no trainin?’, little welfare check for about
$75 and feed four people, keep 'em healty, keep 'em

~ clean, send them to school and then develop one of

them to go to work in the UN one day. How do you
think (drowned out by applause). The point is we
developed parallel values in this society,

*The man.-doesn't understand us because he won't
take time to understand us. And the next thing is we
can't afford to wait 'til he takes time to understand
us no mo', Now that's the way the situation is now,

"It's sort of like this little joke abouit the
little girl who came around on Halloween wita a trick
or treat bag and I thought I was doin' her a great favor,
She had two or three other little girls with her, This
was a beautiful little girl, big saucer eyes, and pretty
little black hair, and she had three people with her
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"and I gave them all some candy, and she said,
'"Trick or treat' and she opened her bag and I had

a great big orange, as big as a grapefruit and I
dropped this orange in her bag, Aund I knew she was
gonna be happy because I gave her the biggest orange
that we had, And she looked up at me and she looked
down at that bag and she looked up again and she

s> .d, she said, 'You know what, you done busted
every damn cooxie I've got.'

"And so the answer, really to the white man's
problems, you see, lt used to be your problems,
until black power caue along, but the answer to the
white man's problem is pretty near the same as this
little gal has said, he done busted every damn covokie
we had in our bag.,"

Since the above is a verbatim transcript of
Mc Kissick's speach, it has been reproduced in this memorandum
as it was delivered by Mc Kissick, with no corrections in
spelling, grammar, or sentence structure, :

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is
the property of.the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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