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AFRO-AMERICANS AGAINST THE
WAR IN VIETNAM (AAAWV) (BOSTON)

INTERNAL SECURITY - SWP

Informants advised: that an organization known as Afro-
Americans Against the War in Vietnam (AAAWV) was advertising
meetings to be held at the Blue Hill Christian Center,

288 Blue Hill Ave., Roxbury section of Boston, Mass.:; that
BOB and JOHANNE EUBANKS acted as Chairman and Secretary
respectively. that at meeting on 5/25/66 only 10 persons
present, none of whom would help the EUBANKSes in v
organizational work; that AAAWV participated in demonstration
at local Draft Board 32, Dorchester, Mass., 5/6/66,

promoted march protesting war in Vietnam on 6/11/66; and on
7/1/66 described organization as insignificant in its affect
on the Negro community.

w0 =
DETAILS:
I. NAME AND LOCATION

On May 4, 1966, BS T-1 advised that an organization
calling itself Afro-Americans Against the War in Vietnam (AAAWV)
was publicized itself through the circulation of a flyer which
amnounced a meeting of the organization to be held on May 4, 1966
at the Blue Hill Christian Center, 288 Blue Hill Ave., Roxbury
section of Boston, Massachusetts.
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BS T-1 advised that the Blue Hill Christian

Center is financed by funds frem the Andover-Newtoam

ical Sehool, Newton, Massachusetts, for the purpese
of to eduwcate, spiritually, persons in the Roxbury
sestion of Boston who are financially deprived. Threugh
spiritual education it is hoped te attract these people to
a Christian way of life and a higher degree of financial
security. The director of the Blue Hill Chwistian Center
is Rev. VIRGIL A. WOOD.

en June 17, 1966, BS T-2 advised

that the Rev. VIRGIL A. WOOD,
Divector of the Blue Hill Christian
Center, Rexbury, Massachusetts, is
in his opinion the most militamt
figure in civil rights circles in the
Greater Bosten area. Rev. WOOD is
Chairman of the New Distriet
of the Southera Christian Leadership’
Conference whose National Directer is
the Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KIRG.

II. OFFICERS

On Jume 1, 1966, BS T-1 advised that flyers advertising
the activities of the AAAWY are signed JOHANNE EUBANKS as
Seeretary. BS T-1 stated that at a meet of the AAAWY at the
Blwe Hil)l Christian Center orn May 25, 1966, ROBERT EUBANKS,
husband of JOHANNE EUBANKS, acted as Chairman of the meeting.

On Pebruary 1, 1966, 8BS T-3 advised
that the Bung Socialist Alliance (YSA)
held its east coast conference at

873 Broadwey, New York City, New York
February $-6, 1966. Among those preseat
were BOB and JOHANNE EUBANKS of Boston.

A characterization of the Young Socialist Alliance
(YSA) is contained ia the appendix.

III. MEMBERSHIP

On May 6, 1966, SA DONALD A. BASSEIT observed a
group of eight Negresas and four causasians picketing Local
Praft Board 32, 500 Columbia Road, Dorchester, Massachusetts.
SA BASSEIT alse advised that DAYID O'BRIEN, a member eof the
Boston brench of the Committee for Non-Vielemt Actionm who
was tho’"““ at the scene, stated that the pickets were msmbers
of AAAWY .
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On the same date SA WILLIAM E. ROBERTSON odserved
the picketing at 5§00 Columbia Road, Dorchester, SA ROBERTSON
was told by DAVID BENSON, a semder of the Committee for Non-
Vicleat Action who was observing the pisketing, that the
demonstrators consisted of twelve persons, mambers of the
AAANV. BENSON stated this is a group which has been in
existence for tely two weeks. He stated it is a
militant anti-white growp which is not affiliated with the
Committee for Nen-Violemt Action.

On June 1, 1266, BS T-1 advised that the AAAWY
aet at the Blue Hill Christian Center, Roxbwry, Massachusetts.
The meeting was chaired by ROBERT EUBANKS. There were tem
persons present at the meeting, including ROBERT EUBANKS and
his wife, JOMANNE. ROBERT EUBANKS discussed a pretest march
being plamned in Roxbwry for June 11, 1966. He attempted to
get voluntears from among the mambers present to make up
placeards, think wp sleogans to go on the placards and to
contact peopls and attempt to arcuse interest im the propesed
march. Ko one in the audience was willing to help the
EUBAKKSes in any way. BS Y-l stated that it appeared that the
other eight persens present at the meeting were there strictly
cut of cuwriesity as a result of readimg flyers anmouncing the

weeting. 1.e meeting was held on May 25, 19686.

BS T-1 stated it did not appear that any members of
the asudisnce were actually nembers of the group.

IL. PURPOSE

BS T-1 stated that JOHANNE EUBANKS, Secretary of
the erganization has stated that as the name of the
organization implies the erganization is opposed te wvar ia
Vietnam and intends to seek the support and sympathy of the
Fegro population by claiming that a ionately large
z.-'euugo of the camalties in the Vietnam war ave Negrees

comparison with the white casuvalties. Further, the
Negroes are being asked to fight for freedom in Vietnam whea
freedom for the Negroes has yet to be won in Ameriea.

In coanection with Negrees servimg in the armed
forces the organization offers what it calls "DPraft
Counselling . BS T-1 stated that he is not aware if this
counselling te the extent of offering advice as to how
the draft may be aveided or a:.t what form the counselling
takes, or in fact if anyone has sought such counselling.
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V. CONMNECTION WITH THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

On June 1, 1966, BS T-] made availadble a flyer
advertising a menorial mesting to be held May 28, 1966 at
295 Euntington Ave., Dostoa, MHassachusetts. The meeting was
to homer the martyred LEC BERNARD and his two co-werksrs who
vere shot and eritically wounded at the Detreit headquarters
of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) on May 16, 1966.

The Socialist Vorkers Party has
been designated by the Attorney
Ceneral of the United States
pursuaat to Executive Order 10850.

BS T-1 advised that the location where the meeting
was o be held was the SWP headgquarters in Boston. The flyer
identified various persons whe would speak at the meeting,
aong wvhem were LAWRENCE P. TRAINOR of the SWP, GERSHONM
HOROWIYZ of the YSA and a representative of the AAAWV.

On April 15, 1966, BS T-4 advised that PAUL BOUTELLE,
a member of the SWP, had stated on April 10, 1986, that the
SWP is sponsoring a newly formed organizatien kmnown as the
AAANY. Chapters exist in Doston, Chicageo and Baltimore. BOUTELLE
stated that the money to suppert this erganization would have te
come from the SWP at the start becauss of the poor turnout
at mestings and rallys.

On May 20, 1986, B3 T-5 advised that an Executive
Committes meeting of the Chiecago YSA was held May 19, 1966 at
Chicage, Illimeis. One of the committes members, FRANCINE
CHAUNCEY, advised that she had recaived a letter from the
YSA of Boston, a sharacterization of which appears in the appendix,
conceraing the activities of the Boston AAANV. The letter came
from a2 mesir of the Bostoan branch of the YSA and stated that the
AAAWY now has a hard core of tem members ir Bosten.

VI. ACTIVITIES

On May &, 1966, BS T-1l made available a flyer which
mnounced that the AAAWY wollld held its next meet on
Wedneaday, May &, 1966, at 8:00 p.m. at the Plue Hill Christian
Center, Roxbury, Massachusetts. The flyer was in the form of a
letter signed by JORANNE EUBANXS, Acting Searetary. The flyer
stated that at that time Mr. JAMES RAYES, whom the flyer did net
further ideatify, would speak to the eorganizatieam adout all
forms of non-ceepevetion with the draft, the variocus cases
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which have been tried and their ocutcome. The flyer stated
this organisation is workiag to find an attorney who will
attend the meeting to provide the group with other

necessary legal information. The flyer stressed that it is
most impertant that individuals should attend the meeting to
learn all the legal aspects of non-cooperation with the draft.

On May §, 1966, SA DONALD A. BASSET observed the
plcketing of Loecal Board 32, Municipal Buildimng, 500 Columbia
Road, Dorchester, Massachusetts. The picketing was r'-.m
on the occasion of one GARY GRAHAM HICKS returning his
Selective Service Notice of Classification Card to a member of
that Selective Service Board. The picketing was carried ocut
by eight Negroes and four Caucasians, and the group identified
as members of the AAAWY.

On June 1, 1966, BS T-1 advised that at a meeting
of the AAAWV at the Blue Hill Christian Center on May 25, 1986,
ROBERT EUBANKS who chaired the meeting told about a door teo
door canvas conduated by himself and his wife in the
area to obtain peeple's reaction on the war im Vietnam. HNe
claimed that all of the people he spoke te were against the
war. JOHARNE EUBANKS stated that she got the same reaction
from o contacts. ROBERT EUBANKS then stated that the
organization was staging a protest march on June 11, 1966. The
march was te protest the war in Vietnam and was to start at
the Tremont Methedist Church on Tremont St., Rexbury,
Massachusetts, go down Washington St. to the Dudley Street
terninal of the Massachusetts Bay Transit Autheority and emnd
in a vacant lot oppesite Local Board 3% of the Selective
Service System. A rally was to de held with preminent speakers.

BOB EUBANKS then requested velunteers to take part
in planmning the march such as preparing placards, thinking up
slogans for the placards and contacting persons to iaterest
them in participating in the march and sprsading the news of
the sarch te the local committee. None of the persens preseant
volunteered to help in any way.

BS T-1 advised on June 1, 1966 that JOHANNE EUBANKS
sent out notices addressed to members and friends anmouncing
that the proposed march would be held on June 11, 1966, and
that a meeting to formulate final plans for the march would
be held at the Blue Hill Chriatian Center, June 1, 1866, at
7:30 p.m.
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On June 13, 1966, Officer PETER RYAN, Intelligence
Divisfen, Doston, Massachusetts Police Department, advised
that the AAAWY obtained a permit to hold a preotest and
rally on June 11, 1966, and would march from the Tremont St.
Methodist Church to the corner of Warren and Dudley Streets,
Roxbury, on that date. Officer RYAN advised that there were
no more than thirty Negroes participating. None of the
pranincat speakers whem the group heped to have address the
rally a to participate. ROBERT EUBANKS made a short
talk te the small group assembled on the topie of bringing
troeops home from Vietnam. Officer RYAN stated that the
affair was a colossal failure and did not even arcse the
curosity ef the passersby.

On June 16, 1966, BS T-1 advised that when questioned
about the AAAWY march on June 11, 1966, JOHARNE EUBANKS had
stated that the less said adout it the better. BS T-1 stated
that approximately 25 to 30 persons participated im the march.
Fe stated that he kmows the AAAWY made an 1 out effort to
gain for the march and rally and 10,000 flyers
advertis the affair had been distributed in the Negro
communities.

On July 1, 1966, BS T-1 advised that he had received
a form letter amnouncing a propesed meeting of the AAAWY at the
Blue Hill Christian Center on June 23, 1966 at 7:30 p.m.
BS T-1 stated that he learned that at 8:00 p.m. there was no
one at the center, and it dppeared that if the meeting was
actually held at 7:30 p.m. that ne one showed up and the
EUBANKSes left. BS T-1 stated that he has net heard of any
further meetings being scheduled to date, and that it would
appear that the AAAWY is another one of the civil rights groups
started ia Boston vhich has failed to obtain any support.

BS T-1 stated that the affect of this organizatien on
the Negro community is insignificant, however, it will probably
remain a paper organization and as such lend the support of
its name to any demomstrations or civil righte programs which
come up in the futurs.
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APPENDIX

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

A source advised on March 13, 1961, that the
Socialist Workers Party, Boston, Massachusetts,
was formed in the latter part of the 1930's. This
source stated that as of July, 1958, this group
was the Boston local of the Socielist Workers Party.

A second source stated that as of May 21,
1965, the Socialist Workers Party, Boston, Massachusetts,
is the local affiliate of and follows the aims and
purposes of the national Socialist Workers Party.

The Socialist Workers Party has been
designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Executive
Onder #10u450.



APPENDIX

YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

The May, 1960, issue of the "Young Socialist" ("YS"),
page 1, . column 3, disclosed that during April 15-17, 1960ﬁ
riational organization entitled . "Young Socialist Alliance (YSA)
was established at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This 1ssue . .
stated this organization was formed by the nationwide supporter
clubs of the publication "¥S.”

The above issue, page 6, set forth the Founding
Declaration of YSA. This declaration stated YSA recognizes
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) as the only existing political
leadership on class struggle principles, and that the supporters
of the "YS" have come into basic political - -solidarity with the
SWP on the principles of revolutionary socialism.

A source advised on May 7, 1965, that the ‘original
YSA was an organization formed during October, 1957, in
New York City, by youth of various left-soclalist tendencies,
particularly members and followers of the SWP. : The leaders
of this group were the guiding forces in the establishment of
the national .organization.

The source further advised on May 7, 1965, YSA is
dominated and controlled on a national basis by the SWP through
having SWP members comprise exclusively the National Executive
Committee (NEC) and through an official SWP representative at
all YSA NEC meetings. The YSA, in reality, is the youth and
training sectlion of the SWP and the main source of new SWP
members. .

The headquarters of the YSA is located in Room 631,
41 Union Square West, New York City.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.


https://organizati.on

_ CONFiDENTIAL

|I-'

APPENDIX

YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE OF BOSTON

A source advised on October 30, 1959, that at a
closed Socialist Workers Party (SWP) meeting held on
October 29, 1959, at SWP headquarters in New York, New York,
it was stated that a youth organization named the Young
?ocialiat Alliance (YSA) of Boston had just been officially

ormed.

The publication "Young Socialist" of May, 1960,
reported during April 15-17, 1960, a national organization
entitled YSA was established at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Boston was reported as one of the cities represented at
this founding conference.

A second source advised on May 21, 1965, that the
YSA of Boston continued to be active and that meetings
of the YSA of Boston were regularly held at the head-
quarters of the SWP at Boston, Massachusetts. This
second source further advised that the YSA of Boston
is the Boston affiliate of the national YSA and
follows the aims and purposes of that group.

The Socialist Workers Party has been
designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Executive
Order #10450.
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On June 9, 1966, a source who has furnished reliable informa-
tion in the past advised that an organization known as
Afro-Americans Against the War in Vietnam (AAAWV) was planning
a protest against what they called the slaughter of black

men in Vietnam and in favor of returning black troops home to-
the United States. The protest is to take the form of a
march on June 11, 1966, through the streets from the Tremont
- Street Methodist Church, 74O Tremont Street, Roxbury, Massa-
chusetts, to the corner of Dudley and Warren Streets, Roxbury.
Here, in a vacant lot opposite Selective Service Board 34,

a rally will be held at which Noel Day, cnalrman of the
Massachusetts Frﬂedom Movemﬁn,, will speak. The Massa-
chusétts Fresdom & uove Ment is one of the local civil rights
groups located in Day's~“Tesidence at

Roxbury, Massachus s.
i

Thig s¢& Stated that the AAAWV is really a paper organizatlon
r by t_and Johaqna .Cubanks, husband and wife. Their

orts to organize the AAXTV has resulted in ten persons at
the most attending meetings. These appear to be attracted

march and rally and source understands 10,000 flyers adveruising
ffair have been distributed.

A second sourte*whﬁ“na—'rurnished reliable
information in the past advised on February —
14, 1966, that the Young Socialist Alliance:}p»f“”’ﬂwﬁ
held an East Ccast Socialist Conference }kgpj,-*'
at 873 Broadway, New York City, New York, o
February 5- . 13 Among those present were

b ob auoanh A characterization
o the Youna S Eaflst Alliance is found in.
the appendlx o his memo.
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" AFRO-AMERICANS AGAINST
THE WAR IN VIETNAM

On June 13, 1966, Officer Peter Ryan, Intelligence Division,
Boston Police Department, advised the AAAWV obtained a permit
to hold a parade and rally on June 11, 1966, and did march
from the Tremont Street Methodist Church to Warren and

Dudley Streets, Roxbury, on that date. There were no more
than thirty negroes participating. Noel Day did not appear
to speak and Bob Eubanks made a short address on the topic

of bringing negro troops home from Vietnam. The affair

was a colossal failure. It did not even arouse the curiosity
of passersby. L

On June 16, 1966, the first source mentioned advised that he
had learned that when questioned about the AAAWV demonstra-
tion of June 11, 1966, Johanne Eubanks had stated that the less
said about it the better. The source stated he learned that

only twenty-five to thirty persons participated in the
demonstration. o .

This memorandum contains neither recOmmendations nor conclusiohs
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your

agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency. . :
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APPENDIX
YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE '

: The May, 1960, issue of the "Young Socialist" ("ys"),
page 1, column 3, disclosed that during April 15-17, 1960 a..
national organization entitled "Young Socialist Alliance ° ' (YsA)

was established at Philadelphia, Pennsylvanlia. This issue . g

stated this organization was formed by the nationwide supporter

clubs of the publication "ys.'

The above 1ssue, page 6, set forth the Founding
Declaration of ¥YSA.  This declaration stated ¥YSA recognizes
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) as the only existing political
leadership ,on class struggle principles, and that the supporters
of the "YS" have come into basic political -solidarity with the
SWP on the principles of revolutlonary socialism.

A source advised on May 7, 1965, that the ‘original
YSA was an organization formed during October, 1957, in
New York City, by youth of various left-soclalist tendencies,
particularly members and followers of the SWP. - The leaders
of this group were the guiding forces 1n the establishment of
the national. organization.

: The source further advised on May 7, 1965, YSA is

dominated and controlled on a national basis by the SWP through
having SWP members comprise exclusively the National Executive
Committee (NEC) and through an official SWP representative at
all YSA NEC meetings. The ¥SA, in reality, 1s the youth and
training section of the SWP and the main source of new SWP
members.

The headquarters of the YSA is located in Room 631,
41 Union Square West, New York City.

The SWP has been designated pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.
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