
LBJ LIBRARY DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL SHEET Page 1 of 1 

Doc# DocT~~e Doc Info Classification Pages Date Restriction 

..01 ~9f,011 BlacR Commandos £ 10 12{5{67 A open%Jf1)11 ~ NtsrlAACl~,-JI~ 

9'18 ,epoi:i Qla<.kCQ~i:RaRee& " 1 1!2~6,l(i;;t ,h 

open5/f,t/13 

Collection Title Federal Records NACCO (Kerner Commission) 

Folder Title Black Commandos 

Box Number E13 

Restriction Codes 
(A) Closed by Executive Order 13292 govemlng access to national security lnfonnatlon. 11/27/2007 
(Bl Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. Initials 
(Cl Closed In accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 



---

F"O-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) .. . . .. . . . ., 
"." ... _:.,_;,,~ ...... •♦.... -·~~--··"· .~~ .. J_ 

.. ,.,,,,.. • ~ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
') ':\

~~~~.,...,.~...-;~: J 
. -t! ,.; 

1 - 115th MI., Pasadena (RM) 
1 - NISO., San Diego (RMJ . 

Copy to: 1 - OSI., Norton Air Force Base (RM) 
1 Secret ~ervice., Los Angeles (nM) 

Report of: MYRON M. HITCH Office: Los Angeles., California • 
Date: 12/5/67 
field Office File I: 157-1681 Bureau File I: 157-7709 

Title: BLACK COMUANDOS 

Character: RACIALi,1.ATTERS- ORGANIZATION 

Srnopsls: During the period 7/1/67 through 11/14/67, the Black 
Co:m,.'ne.ndoshave held meetings at ve.rj_ous residences of 
members in the Los Angeles area. The Black Co~a.ndos 
have no set times for meetings and/or activities and 
there is no headquarters of the group. Black Cormnandos 
is described as a "loose, floa.ting" type of organization 
in its formative sta.ges and no chapter is kno~-m to 
exist. The organization is allegedly composed of dis­
gruntled "Black Nationalists" an~ Black Nuslims·who 
feel the present civil rights orge.nizations are not 
moving fast enough for the Negro. The Black Commandos 
allegedly advocate underground guerrilla warfare and 
violence, and their purpose .is to blo1·1 up public facil­
ities, lerge factories, police stations, and police 
cars. The organization is allegedly a secret organ­
ization and seeks no- publicity. JACK AGUILLARD at first 
lead meetings of the Black Commandos but at recent 
meetings of the Blaclt WILEY has Cormnandos RA'Yl-!OHD been 
the apparent leadar., and JUNE RUTLEDGE might be con­
sidered the acting Secretary; however, there are no 
regularly elected officers. The alleged leader of the 
Black Com.'nandos is a Mr. "J", whose name and identity
is not kno;•m to members, only HILEY. Allegedly
Black Cori.me.ndo ·Jre;a.nizations have started in Detrolt, 
Michigan, and ~e.mbridge, Massachusetts, but no details 
have been ma.de e.vailable to members. The Black Conl!nandos 
in Los Angeles have a.lso allegedly purchased ten H-1 • 
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rifles and desire to organize a regular gun club. 
_On evening of 11/9/67, the Black Cont11a.ndosallegedly

laid plans to create a series of serious incidents 
~n -the Los Angeles area, and tentative plans concern 
talk of planting an explosive.device at ~eception
desk of 77th Division, Los Angeles Police Department,· 
on 11/11/67; however, the incident did not materialize. 
Communist Party, USA, Marxist-Leninist literature has 
been distributed at. Black Commando meetings .. • No 
information available concerning finances. 
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This report is predicated upon information received 
on June 13, 1967, that a small militant Black Nationalist 

-organization, kno,·m as the Black Cornr.,.2.ndos,had started up 
in the Watts area of Los Angeles. 

HEADQUARTERS AND C:r:IARTER 
INFORMATION 

LA T-1 (7/7/67 - ll/J.6/67) 

. During the period July 1, 1967, through November 14,
1967, the Black Conunandosheve held meetings at various 
residences of its members in the Los Angeles area. The • 
Black Comma.ndoshave no set times ..for meetings and/or activ­
ities, and.there is no headquarters for the group. It is 
described as a "loose, floating" type of organization, in 
its formative stages, and no cha.1..ter is knoi•m to exist. 

OBJECTIVES 

~T-1 (6/13/67 - 10/13/67) 

On June 13, 1967, source lea.rned from one TOl,a,IY 
WHITFIELD there was e..new organization starting in the·watts 
area. of Los Angeles using the name Bla.c!~ co~unandos. • The • 
organization 1s allegedly composed of disgruntled "Bla.ck 
Nationalists" and Black 1~slims who feel that the present
civil rights organizations are not moiring fast enough for 
the Negro, and ere not talcing action as they should. They 
allegedly a.dvocate underground guerrilla. \·mrfare and violence: 
TOMMY 1-nIITFIELD is kno~·m to the source as a member of the 
Black Commandos. 

On June 14, 1967, source further advised-~1HITFIELD1s 
true name is WHIT?lELD; ho~•,ever, he uses the?-IICR.A.EL name· 
TOMMY. WHITFIELDtold source the purpose of the Black 
Commandos would be to blo-;•1 up public fe.cilities, large
factories, police stations, and police cars. He spoke of 
the group obtaining ar..1s and hand grenades. \•IBITFIELD 
stated they ,rnnted only people with "lots of guts" who 
are not afraid to die. 

- 3 -
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On July 7, 1967., source identified a photograph 
. of MICHAEL TH01,1AS l·n!ITFIELD., Los. Angeles Police Department

(LAPD} Number 604786-w.,as identical with the individual 
he knows as THOl,1ASWHITFIELD of the Black Commandos. 

On July 1., 1967, there was a Black Commando 
meeting at 833 East Imperial Highway, Los Angeles. The 
meeting '\'ms lead by one JACK AGUILLARD., known to the source 
as a member of the Black os., who stated that theCorJLTnand 
Bleck Commandos,-,as to be the "most fearless" Black 
organization in the u.s . ., the Black Muslims not with­
standing. He stated he was in contact with·other anti­
~hite groups in California., and a revolutionary struggle
would soon take place in Los Angeles and spread to San 
Francisco. He asked hoi-,·:many persons present would be 
willing to give their lives in the cause of freedom., and 

· everyone present raised thei:r hands. 

On August 30., 1967, the source identified a 
photograph of JACKJAMES AGUILLARD., a male Uegro., date of 
birth June 21, 1932., as identical uith the individual ,-1ho he 
kno,,,s as JACKAGUILLARDof the Black Commandos. 

On October 7, 1967., RAY1-!0NDHILEY., knoi·m to the 
source as one of the leaders of the Black Commandos., made 
a statement at a meeting that the Black CoroJnandos are for 
action no,-,., and seek no publicity. WILEY stated the Black 
Coln.!-nandosonly seek to smash the evil i!!lperialistic devil 
"}honky " and no one needs to. advertise this fact. He 
stated that the Black Commandos are not interested in learning 
Arabic or S~·:ahili; they are only interested in learning
how to be revolutionary. 

OFFICERS 

p. T-1 (8L30/67) 

On August 30., 1967, the source advised that at 
a recent r.1eetings of the Black Cor:1.;1andos R!\YMOND WILEY has 
been the apparent leaaer of the organization. The source 
stated., ho\•1ever., there a.re no regularly elected officers 
of the group." The source stated that meetings of the group 
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were first led by JACK AGUILL.l\.R, a former Nation of Islam 
(NOI) (see appendix) member and Black Nationalist advocate, 
end iately by RAYNONDHILEY. · The source stated some sort 
or notes are kept of the meetings by JmiE RUTLEDGE, who 
might .be considered the acting secretary of the organization. 

LA T-2 (11/16/62) 

The source advised that as of July 1, 1960, RAYMOND 
WILEY was a member of Moha:r.imadI s Temple of Islar:1, Temple 27, 
Los Angeles, California (see appendix) and on April 27, 1962, 
was arrested for his _p~rticipa tion in a riot at the Muslim 
Temple, located nt 560p South Broadway., Los Angeles., • 
California. 

LA T-1 (11/16/67) , 

On Nover.1ber 16., 1967, source identified a photo­
graph of JUNE EVELYi.f RUTLEDGE,LAPD Nunber 72l~233R, as the 
individual knOi•m as· J1JUE RUTLEDGE of the Black Co.mmandos. 

LA T-1 (10/13/67 - 11/13/67) 

During October and November 1967., the source 
learned the alleged leader oi' the Black Com.r;1Emdos1$ a Mr. "J"., 
whose nar:1e an~ identity r~re not known to any members of 
the Black Com.rnandos except RAYNOND At a BlackWILEY. 
Comr!'.anclo meeting on October 17, 1967, a meraber asked RAYMOND 
WILEY., 'Who is 1,jr. "J"., and WILEY stated that Mr. "J" is 
the leader of a secret group called the Black Co:n.~andos, 
and the 
purposes. 
revealed, 

reason he is 1-:.no~-:nonly as Nr. "J" is for security 
WILEY s.ta.ted that if i-rr. "J 1s" identity ,-ias 

the FBI., LAPD., and CIA uould know the next 
morning. 

ORGANIZATIONACTIVITIES 

LA T-1 {§/_13/67 - _11/16/67) 

On August 30, 1967, the source stated the Black 
Cornmandos anpeared be comnoscd of about 15 individualsto 
'\•l~th no kno~•m men~bershi!) records being kept. The source 
advised that the Black Co:m:mndos have indic-ated a strong 

•"Black ?-~ationalist" position and at the tin;e., have. indicated 
an a,j_r of secrecy and suspicion of one another. 

- 5 
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Source also advised that at a Black Commando 
meeting in mid August 1967, RAYMOND talkedWILEY briefly 
on a possible "suprise" for the Los Angeles area in the 
form of trouble during the winter months. WILEY stated 
it ·nas commonly accepted that riots occurred during hot 
swnmer weather, so that an attack·during the winter would 
catch local authorities off guard. WILEY did not elaoorate 
upon this statement, or give approximate time 1·1hen it 
would occur. 

On September 5, 1967, source advised at a meeting 
of the Black Commandos, on August 30, 1967, Trn-~.fY WHITFIELD, 
known to the source as a member of the Black Co!!'.mandos, 
stated all members will have to give 1-n·i tten reports on 
their daily activities between meetings. He stated that 

Black Com.mandos meeting held September 14, 1967, 

the Black 
• they want 
Clubs are 
it is the 

Commandosis to be a secret organization and 
no publicity. He also stated other Black Commando·· 
being organized in other parts of America, and 
first time Negroes have organized without telling 

anyone, 

On September 15, 1967, the source advised that 
at a on 
RAYNONDWILEY,kno\·m to the source as one of the leaders 
of the Black Commandos, stated he had rccelved information 
that certain members of the Black Commandos had engaged
in a secret meeting to fo1·m their own organization and he 
stated he did not trust certain people in the Black 
Cormnandos. 

On October 13, 1967, the source made available 
the follm·1ing list of rules for the Black Commandos. 

Any violat5.on of the follm·1ing rules are 
grounds for ini.mecliate dismissal from the 
Black Commandos. 

l. Do not discuss Black Commando meetings with 
anyone not attending meetings. 

2. Do not forget to give wri tte·n report of weekly
activities. 

- 6 -
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3. Attend all meetings. 

4. There \·lill be no fighting among Black Commandos. 

5. There will be no stealine; from fellow Black 
Commandos. 

6. There w.ill be no passing of literature from 
another organization to Ble.ck Cormna.ndo men bers 
by another Black CoroJ1mnd0·.. 

7. No member is advised to take notes at meetings 
unless authorized by the secretaries. 

11J 118. Anyone that claims to kno~•J the identity of Mr. 
or his wherea,bouts llill be dismissed from the 
Black Co:nma.ndos one way or another. 

The source advised on October 13, 1967, .that 
at a meet in~ of the Black Co1~:.rnandos, held on. Septer:1ber 19,
1967, RAYHOrTDWILEY stated that .the government of the 
Soviet Union, People's Republic of China, Albania, German 
Democratic Republ:tc, Bulga.rla, and Romc1.nia, have all issued 
statements and voj.ced their condemnation of the United 

.,. States government and its determination· to increase their 
suppo~t and assistance to the Vietnan1ose people and their 
struggle against U.S. r.§ression. • He stated the UeS• 
government \·1ill have many enemies fror.1 1·dthin by 1969 and 
that is 1•1hy we members of' the Black Con1:1~andoskeep training 
for the coming revolutio~. 

The source advised on October 13~ 1967, that at 
a Black Cor.i.mandos meeting on October l, 19o7, RAYMONDWILEY 
stated that members of the Black cornmanc1os are not suppossed 
to discuss any or the groups meetings, e.ctivlties, or plans 
to any strangers. He stated ~he orga91zation has ways or 
finding out who and ~-,h~re the 'sn:l tches are in the group. He 
stated that .the people called "RAI,!" (sec e.ppe·ndix) made a 
gra.ve mistake 
of their Oi·m 

when they did not have ·an investi~ative 
as the Blacl~ COriL'!landos does. "R.t\M' is 

source 
YJlO\•m 

to the sourc~ 
. Movement~' 

as the abbreviation 
• 

for "Revolutionary Action 

- 7 - • 
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The source further advised on October 13., 1967., 
that at Black Co~~1ando meetings held on October 1., 1967, 
and October 6., 1967., a Negro nale., who uses the name MAASI., 
kno~·m to the source as a leader of the organization kno,,,n 
as United Front, was present as a guest speaker. At·the 
meeting on October 6., 1967, he invited members-of the Black 
Cow.ma.ndos to attend United Front Headquarters at 7625 South 
San Pedro Street., Los Angeles, on Friday evenings; and at 
the Black Co~.mando meeting on October l, 1967, he gave 
lessons in self defense. 

The United Front is known to the source as a· 
militant., pro-Maoist., Black Nationalist organization., currently 
training Negro youth., which is also a para-military 
organization. , 

Source also advised that at the Black Cormna.ndo 
meetin§ held on October 6., 1967., RAYNOND WILEY stated that 
Mr. 11J has informed him that this winter, '\•1hites will get 
a, 11suprise n. He stated the.t•.foi toy is ahra.ys looking for 
patterns., and he thinks that uprisings and burnings come 

• only in the summer. WILEY asked., What about the ,-,inter time?. 

. On October 13., 1967, the ·source a.dvised tha.t 2.t 
a meeting of the Black Co1mnandos., held in October 1967., 
RAYMONDWILEY stated he had been informed by Mr. "J'' that 
many uncle tom leaders in America were a set-ba.ck to black 
progress and that the public w·ould soon-.:-:tness an elimination 
of these puppets}. for the uncle to~sare t2·uely enemies of the · 
poor workE!rs. l•tILEY e..lso stated that the Black Com.rnandos 
ere ready to ,.,1thstand any amount of pressure under . 
questioning., even if it r:ieans cor:L"'llit ting suicide. 

The source advised on November 16., 1967., that at 
a Black Com.11~ndomeeting held on October 6:, ·1957., F.A.YNO!-iD 
WILEY stated that the reason most Black 01•ganizaticns can 
not get off the ground, is because everyone wants to be a 
leader., no one is willing to die., and there is no trust 
among the r.iembers. WILEY stated the Black. Coi~L"Tlandoswill 
be the only organization among Black people that ,-,ill 
bring about a change and the chanBe t·lill. have· to come about 
by an· arr.1ed revolution .1.n Ancrica. WILEY also stated 
that a ne-:·1 Black -Co:-:i...-nando had just gottenorganizati.on 
started in Detroit, Uichit:an, and in C~1::bridee, r,~assachusetts, 
but ·WILEY furnished no det2.ils. 

8 
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On November 16, 1967, source advised that at a 

Black Conunando meeting, on October 10, 1967, RAYMONDWILEY 
stated that Mr. "J" had informed him that it is time for 
the Black Co:nrnandos to do a little woi.·k in the cornmuni ty. 
WILEY stated that the ~lack co:imandos uill have some 
literatu e rinted and dist·--· • lack be of

(I os Angeles. 

The source advised on November 16, 1967, that 
at a Black Commando meeting held on October 24, 1967, 
RAYMONDWILEY stated that good re orts are cominn- f t e 
Black Commandos in Detroj_ t so \·1e mus 1., stay a er because 

II any day no,;·1, the action ,-11±1 go do~•m e.nd those people who 
are making a lot of noise and doing nothing, will be blamed 
for what happens. , 

On Novernber 16, 1967, the soi..1rce advised that at a· 
meeting of the Black Corr...'7\s.ndos, held on November 4, 1967, 
ALFONSODAVIS, knoi;·m to the· source as a member of the Black 
Commandos, stated that ~t5b-- Black were tothe Co,;m1anc1os 
any group of Black mili ants or mero-e i·:i n an, or n tlon 

wou raanization cal e ¼N' See Appendix),
for they proven • ey mean usiness. 

On November 16, 1967, the source advised that at 
a Black Commando meeting held on November 11i., 1967, RAY1,mND 
WILEY stated he heard the ,,1ords, Black Co::::..rr.andos,mentioned 
in the neighborhood and he did not approve. tULEX stated 
people are getting the Black Co~~andos mixed up or confused 
with the United Front people who are a bunch of young punks. 
~ ~ 1 eo le e Black Comr.mndos ,,10 

consider merging with ,,1ouJ.d be RAM see a oendix .
I\ ACQUISITION OF 

WEAPONS 

LA T-1 (8/30/67 - 11/16/67) 

The source advised AuguBt 30, 1967, that during 
a Black Com.rnando meeting in mid August WILEY1967, RAYMOND 
demonstrated the method of breakinra do•.-:na M-1 ri.fle. WILEY// -had a sta.ck of ,,,hat he said was Cyna::n.te e.nd ne described 
the best method of placing dynamite to cause maxinrum destruction. 
WILEY also displayed a :imoJ.otov cocktri l", a milk bottle 
sealed on the top ~ith wax-or parafin, so that the cocktail 
could be urepared in advance c1na.· stoi>ed • 1·1ithout ·evaoorc:·tionll or danger-to the one preparing it. • 

- 9 -
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Source advised on October 13, 1967, that at a 
·meeting of the Black Commandos, on October 6, 1967, RAYMOND 
WILEY stated every Black Cormnando should have the address 
"Department SAF, 1601 Lorimer Street, Denver, Colorado, 
80202 11 to order 30 Caliber M-1 carbines. The source stated 
that as far as he knei•l, this was a mail order business that 
sold guns and was not connected ,·11th any ~acial group. 

On Novenilier 16, 1967, source advised that at a 
meeting of the Black Conunandos, held on October 2!~, 1967, 
RAYMONDWILEY displayed 10 ?,!..;l rifles that had been pur- · 
chased by the Black Cor:!!'i!andos. WILEY stated ·that the 
Black Cor:tr,1a.ndos i'/Ould have to organize a 7egal gun club 
so all members can !earn to shoot. 

On N...,ver.1ber16, 1967, source advised that on 
.October 31, 1967, at a BJ.ack Commando meeting, RAYl,IOrm WILEY 
stated that the Black Comm.andos should give more attention 
to their rifles then anything else, beceuse the police depend 
on these weapons more than anything else. 

PROPENSI'l'Y FOR VI OLEN CE 

LAT-1 (6/14/67 - 11/16/67) 

On June 14, 1967, source advised that TOMMY 
WHIT!t,IELD had made the statement that the purpose of the 
Black Conmmnclos ,,iould be to blo,,, up public facili t1.es, 
large factories, police stations, and police cars, and he. 
spoke of. the groups obtaining firearms and hand grenades. 

On August 30,·1967, source advised that at a 
Black Comrnando meeting in mid August 1967, RAYr-10~1)WILEY 
briefly talked ·on a possible "suprise" for the Los Angeles 
area, in the form of trouble durine; the ,-:inter months. 
WILEY stated it was co:i'U':'!.Onlyacce:pted that riots occurred 
during hot surr.mer \•1eath~r so an atta.ck durj_ng the winter 
would catch local .author5.ties off guard. WILEY did not 
elaborate upon the statement or give appropriate time when 
it might occur. 

- 10 -
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On November 10, 1967, the source·advised on the 
evening of November 9, 1967, the Black Commandos laid plans 
to create a series of serious -incidents in the Los Angeles 
area.· The source advised tentative plans concerned talk 
of planting an explosive device at the reception desk of 
the 77th Street Los Angeles Police Departmenti Los Angeles,
California, on the evening of November ll, l9b7. 

The source stated that he is of the opinion that 
Black Commandos will '\'!Ork in conjuction ui th the group
knot·m as United Front, in relation to the above incident. 
It is to be noted that the above incident did not materialize. 

SUBVERSIVERAUIFICATIO!'TS 

LA T-1 (8/30/67 - ll/16/67) 

Source advised that ~ta meeting of the Black 
Com.rnandos, held during August 1967, CP, USA, Marxist - Leninist 
(CP, USA, M-L) (See Ap~endix) literature was distributed 
by RAYMOND in '\·!ere urged to •WILEY ci.nd those attendance 
study the literature. On November 16, 1967, source advj.sed
that at a Black Commando r.1eeting on October 17, 1967, RAYMOND 
WILEYwas asked .by a mem"oer of the Black Commandos, if the 
Black Corn.niandos we1..-e connected ,·11th any corr.munist organ-

" ization. WILEY e.ns1·:ered that of the A!Tlericnn 
"honk " ·•as a ri.er,r a.nd ther"' nothing 
wrong with corrc:1unisr:1.(( 

FilTANCES 

µ T-1 (8/30/67· - 11/16/67) 

On August 30; 1967, source advised that he knOi•1s 
of no financlng for the Black Cor.:!'.andos. 

On November 16, 1967, source advised that at a 
meeting of the Black Cot~1andos, held on October 17, 1967, 
JUIIB RUTLEDGE, knot.•m to the source as the acting Secretary
of the Black Cornrnandos, stated that the Black Commandos is 
a secret org2.nization, and it takes just as much money to 
operate secretly than it ·would to operc1.te op8nly. She 
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stated each member must contribute to the gun fund and a 
legal fund. 

Also, on November 16, 1967, the source advised 
that he had been unable to find out any details relative 
to the financing. 

, 
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APPF~NDIX 

M-L). 

On August 24, 1965:, a source advised that the West 
Coast Provisional Organizing Committee for a Marxist-Leninist 
Colr.munls-t. Party (WCPOC) was formed in Los Angeles, California, 
on August 23, 1965, :.>.nder the. lead.ership of MIKE LASKY. 
Alt}:lough similar i.n na.~e., tr,e newly orgs.!'lized ',lC?CC had no 
con..n:~~ction \-thatsoev::r with th~ Provisional Organizing Corrimi ttee 

,fore. Ma~xist-Le-n1nist Comrn.mtst Party· {POC) or the latter's 
West Coa.st POC. 

On September 7, 1965, th~ above source advised th~t 
a Na.ticnal Confere!"lC~ cf the ne~,~1y formed WCPO~ was held over 
the September 4-5, 1965, w~2kend ln Los Angeles. At that 
meeting, the nl;!t.Tie WCPC~ was· dropp~d, :Rnd. the CPU.SA, M L was 
formi~d under LASKY' s lee.de:-sh!.p. The C?USA, M-L has the 
following aims and purposes: 

•1. 1c conduf~ t g:1.~rr l lla w-9.:rfa-r-2 trair.ir.g, 
in~l :.:,llng the uie of firearms; 

2. To organize C?USA, M-L cells in the South 
to ex-clclt al! '!racial situaticns" that 
might.~rlse there, to agitate the po~ula.tion,
and create sit~ations which ~ould require the 

• use of Federal Troops so that Americans would 
be fighting P.rr:.ericans; 

3. To 6Stabl1sh and maintain an accelerated 
recruit lng p:rcgr.a.-rn to includi! acceptance 
of anyo.r£E:::w:w ls an anti-imperialist. 

On May 5_., 1967, the above source advised that the 
CPUSt'\3 M-L contim,.ed to exist. 

APPEN~lX 
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A?P~N~IX 

MtJHAMMfa.D'S TEM~':..t OB' lS~.A!,!. 1/27 ( MTI #27) 
LOS _ANG.i-!!.:::s~ CAL!FORNIA, aka., 

Muha~.mad's ~osg~~ ·#2_-~7 _ 

A source advised en ~ray 10, 1967, that MTI #27 was 
formed about January, 1957, and_th~t it 13 an affiliate of 
the Hation of Islam {NO!), wr.ich r.a.s 1ts hea.dqua.rte1·s in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

The NOI supervises Mr! #27, ai,proves m~!mb~rship, 
establishes policies, provides reccrdn syst~~s, govcrr1 the 
i'inances and receives financial 3uppc>rt frou MI'I #27. 

MTI #27 regards as its lea.de:r E!.TJAH MUHAH?~.~D. 
) -the r:~"!.!c:.5.l leader of the NO.I, and follows. his teachings. 

MTI JJ27, accordl"i'ig to the ··source, is cons !.de·red as 
-the pa.rent temple in 'the I.c-s Ang-eles area. It supervises 
rneeting:t ln th-? various surroU'!"!jing c 1tie~ and the meetings 
·are conducted by field ministe.rs er MT! #27. 
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APPENDIX 

NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly Refe:.'.'re~ to as 
The Muslim Cult of Islam, als,) ~G1ow:1 

as Muhammad's Temples of I~lam 

In January 1957, ,~ source advised Elijah Muhammad has 
described his organization on a nationwide basis as the "Nation 
of Islam" and "H•Jhammad's Temples of Islam." . 

On May 5, 1967, a second source advised Elijah Muha.rnmad 
is the. national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI); Muhammad's 
Temple of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood .A.venue, Chicago, • 
Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI; and in mid~1960 
Muhammad and other NOI officials, ~hen referring to MuhaJnI?1ad's 
organization on a nationwide_ basis, co.nunenced using either "Mosque" 
or 11T:?mple" when mentioning one of 's Temples of''Muhazru11ad Islam". 

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was 
originally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad 
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to 
lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness 
of North America by establishing an independent black nation ln 
the United States. Members following Muhammad's teachings and 
his interpretation of the !'Koran" believe there is no such thing 
as a Negro; the so-cal1.ed Negroes are slaves of the white race, 
ref~rred to as "white df.: 1111s 11

, in the United·States; and the· 
white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes, 
must and will be destroyed in the approaching !!War of Armageddon.c· 

In the past, officials and member.s of the NOI, including
Muhammad, have refused to register under the provisions of the 
Selective Service Acts and have declared that members O':te no 
allegiance to the.United States. 

On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad had, 
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements 

. and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles of 
his organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by the 
United States Government; however, he di.d not indicate any 
fundamental changes in the teachings of his organization. 

APPENDIX CONTINUED 
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APPENDIX CONTINUED 

NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly Referred to as 
The Muslim Cult of Islam, also. known 

as Muhammad's Temples of Islam 

·on May 2 1966, a third source advised Muhar.imad had, 
~nearly July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious as~ 
i-ects of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic 
henefits to be derived 'tu those Negroes who joined the NOI. 
:~'his policy change, according to Muhammad, would help him acquire
~ldditiona.l followers and- cr·eate more interest in his programs .. 

APPENDIX 
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REVOLtfrIONARY ACTION MOVEHSUT 
-. 

On November 3, 196!~, a source :nadc available a docu­
ment entitled 11The Revolutionary Action Movement Manifesto," the 
document having been obtained by the source from an individual 
known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM}. 

This document stated, in part, that RAM was officially 
organized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-Arr,ericans who support _the 
revolutionary objectives of Robert F. Williams, then residing in 
Cuba, and ~is concept of organized violence to achieve the 
liberation of the·Afro-A~erican people in the United States. This 
·Manifesto disclosed that RAHhad oriented its prosram to one of 

• education and political revolution and the organization of a 
"black" political party with revolutionary objectives, having 
recognized the. need for a "black revolution!' that could and would 
seize pm·,er. R..AJ.rphilosophy is described in this document as one 
of revolutionary nationalism; that is, one involving the struggles 
of the non-.-rhi te races of the world against exploitation and • 
enslavement byt.'-le white cap,italist and imperialist nations_. 

. Regarding Williams, it should be noted that on 
August 28, 1961, a Federal ,·iarrant was issued i~ Charlotte, 
North Carolina, charging him 1.-rith Unla•,iful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subsequent to the 
1s~uance of this •,:arrant, Williams fled the United States to 
Cuba, where he published. a monthly. ne•.-:sletter entitled ''.The 
Crusader" frora Havanna. As ·or Decembar 1956, Williaras \•ias 
residing in Peking, China. • 

This source, in Se_pternber 1964, advised RAMis 
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the 
United States by violence, if necessary, and tc .. its replacement 
by a socialistic system o!"iented ·to•.:ard the Chinese Comrnunist. 
interpretation of 1•f.?rxisn-Leninisn. RAM is entirely nonwhite 
in membership, clandestine in nature,. and o'.·!es its prir.1ary 
allegiance to the "BandU!".S World";· that is,. the non·:thite races· 
of the world rather than to any nntional entity, as such. 
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APPENDIX COHTINlJED 
...: 

,. REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEr-IBI-l't 

On November 16, 1964, a second source advised _he 
learned recently from a R.l'\Mmember that the organization bezan 
in Detroit, Michittan, lar6ely under the impetus of Don Freeman, 
described as the Father" of RAM and referred to as RAM's 
"Black Stalin." Freeman.served as RAM Chairman, with Max~ell 
Stanford (now of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) serving as RAM 
Field Chairman. 

On May 12, 1967, a third source advised that ·the RAM 
still remains active; however, there is not formal headquarters, 
as such, for the RAM. The source advised that Maxwell Stanford 

,of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is consJdered the lead~r of RAM 
a~d if an RAM headquarters ever existe·a, it would most like!.y be 
where Stan.".'ord resides. 
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f"D-32 3 (Rev. 11-29-61) 

UNl'l'ED STATES DEPART1IEN'f Oli' JUSTICE 

In Reply, Plccse Refer to 

FileN~. LA 157-1681 

FEDEI{AL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION 
Los Angeles, California 

December 5, 1967 

Title BLACK COW,IANDOS 

Character RACIAL 1-LI\TTER ORGANIZATION 

Reference Los Angeles r~po:tt of 
SA MYRON N. HITCH., dated and 
captioned as above. 

Ail sources (except_ any listed below) whose identiti_es 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infonnation in the past. 

This d-:,cum10nt -:onl:>lns neither r<!e-~:,,;ne,da!lons nor concbsions o( the FBI. It is the p:-oi:~rty 
of the FBI and ls l::>an<>d t.:, Y0'1t a~-!!:1e-,; it end Its cont.,nts <>re n-:,t lob~ dls!r\butcd out!:l,ie 
your a~tin::y. 
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