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INTERNAL SECURITY-PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY

The PLP has mailing addresses and/er offices in
Cambridge, Mass., Chicago, Ill., London, England, Los Angeles,
Calif., NYC, Rochester, NY, San Franclsco, Calif., Washington,

. D.C.-Baltimore area. The PLP is & CP which favors Red

China and its aim is eventual leadership of a working class
revolution which will take over stete power, Names of
National leaders set forth. Latest National membership
egstimated to be about 300 members. - Avallable information
concerning FLP finances set forth. PLP attempting to expand
in other urban areas, hnfevarﬁ PLP has hrnken ties with PWM
in c&nada PLP publishes "PL" magazine, "Challenge" anﬁ
"Spark" newspapers and new periodical "World Revolution."

PLP preomotes raciel uarest through its publications and
specla) leallets. Nemes of PLP clubs, members and sctivities

* in KYC set forth.
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DETAILS:

1. ORGANIZATION

'

The Prnﬁrﬂssifn Labor Party (PLP),formorly known

as the Propressive Lebor Movemont (PLM) will be referred to
herein as tho PLP and & characterization of this organization
as woll aa other subversive organizations mentloned hereoin,
will eppear in the nppendix scction of this report.
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Individuals not charactorized in the details of
this report will bo liasted under the heading "Characterization
of Individuals" in tho lattor section of the report.

- A, Mailing Addrosses ond Location Offices

The Novomber-Deconber 1967 irsue of "Progrossive
Labor" Magazine, self-described as a bj_monthly publication
of the PLP, page ono, lists the following PLP mailing

. eddreases end locotion of offices in tho United Statos:

Progressive Labor: G.P.0. Box 808, Brooklyn, New York 120
Officea: Cambridpo: Fost Office Box 158, Cambridpo, Massachusotts
02130; Chicago: FPost Office Box 781l, Chlicago, Illinels 60688;
London: Flat 9, ;3 Moscow Road, London W. 2, England;
Los Anpelesa: Post Office Box 1972L, Los Angeles 19, Californiaj;
Now York City: 336 Lonox Avenue; 225 Wost 100th Streect; 1
Union' Sguere West, Room 617; Rochester: 345 Alexander Strect,
Apartment # 19, Rochoster, New York 14607;
San Franclsco: 2929 18th Street, San Francsico, Colifornia;
Washington D.C.-Baltiriore Arcn: Post Office Box 223, Groenbelt ,
Maryland 20770.

B, Aims and Objections:

The PLP 1s, by lts own ndmission, & Communist
Party (CP). The proposals undor which the PLP subscribes

‘are & egbinatiesn - ©of Marx,;Lenin, Stalin, end Moo, In line

with this, the PLP sees itdelf as & “Ygp =ard Farty of the
American llorking elass and the oventual g_l,nndﬁrahip ina

vliolont rovolution to bs undertakeon by that clasa in alliance
with other sympethetic groups such as college students and
qlﬂﬂféﬁifﬁj This revelution is to take place after a

Jong poried of Capltalist docay during which the FLP will grov to
Qarea"t prcynrtinn: presunably swolled by woerkers, nccording

to Marx-Lenin predicationa. The working elesa iIs thon to

talto povoer end cronte o dictatorshiper -ipuraletariat for

the purposo of supresszing otheor clossas. The PLP will

gulde the working class along the "Correct" road and will
organizo tho dostruction of tho American system of Government
and replaco 1t with & sgyston of Sovicts in which Domocratice
Contraliszi will be lmplemonted. This is tho long-term gonl

of tho FPLP.

NY 7-1
Docembar 15, 1966
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On Juno 26, 1967, BRUCE HAMILTON, a membor of
the Workers VWorld Party (WWP) was heard to state that the
feoling within tho WWP was that the PLP programs are almoat
fJdentical with those of the WWP, and & wmergor with the PLP
is inovitablo and only a question of time. HAMILTON also
stated that privetoly, SAM MARCY, Netional Chairman of the
WWF, thinks that a merger would take ploecoe imnodiately
except for the fact that HILTON ROSEN, Prosident of the
PLP, is afrald that any merger would result in MARCY's
taking over the United Party due to his highly tralned and
. diseciplincd eadrecs would:suroly get the best eof the loss
disciplinod PLP organization,

NY T-4
June 30, 19567

C. Lesdership

At the April 18, 1965 session of the first PLP
National Convention, held April 15-18, 1965, in New York
- City, the lolloving officers of the PLP wore clected:

MILTOH ROSEN, President,
MORT SCHEER, Vice-Presidont, P
WILLIAM EFPTON Vico-Prosident

The abovo three Individuals are automatically
membors of & 20 menber National Committee and tha others
olected to the National Committce were as follows:

JAKE ROSEN, ABICE JEROME, CHRIS RAISNER, PHIL TAYLOR,
ED LEMANSKY, PAUL AULT, EDWARD CLARK, LEE COE, WALTER LINDER, §
GENOVEVA CLEMENTE, LEVI LAUB, ERIC JOHNSON and FRED JEROME, -

It vas announded thnt lj other peoplo making up the
20 mamhgr Vational Committce wrould.reroin viunamed for "security
roasona’ .

NY T-2
April 19, 1965

Source ndvised that the PLP NHotional Committeo had
establiched a steering committes and membors of this conmittee:
aro as follows!
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MORT SCHEER, ESTHER LINDER, FRED JEROME, PAUL AULT,
WILLIAM EPTON, WALTER LINDER, LEVI LAUB, ALICE JEROE.

The source also advised that the following positions
woro established:

FRED JEROME, National Publieity Diroctor, X
LEVI LAUB, National Student Director, ;
EDWARD LEMANSKY, MNational Organizaticnal Director, 6
LEE COE,; Tomporary Union Director on the West Coast,

NY T-3
May 3, 1965

The October-November 1956 issue of "Progrossive
Labor" Magazine identified JEFFREY GORDOW ns Nutional Student
Organizer for the FLP, .

Source advised that WALTER LIHDER, formsr Editor of
"Chellenge" & PLP neowspeper in New York City, had boon
denigua@e&.i as PLP National Labor Coordinator.

The source also adviscd that FRED JERCIE was planning
to leave Now York City on January 19, 1967, for the Vest

Comst where he would take over the lezdership of the Bay Arca
PLP.

, | NY T-
June 29, 1956, ond
January 16, 1957

On Mareh 30, 1967, WALTER LINDER stated that JEFFREY
GORDON wios the Netional Co-ordinateor of the PLP Youth in the
Students for Deomocratic Society (SD3), orpunization, thorefore,
vas National Director of the Workor-Student Alliance.

NY T-I}
Hareh 30, 19467

Source advised that according to a report plven
to PLP Trado Union members in Los Angzeles on April 9, 1957,
it was stnted that NORT SCHEER was woving to Yew York City
to bocome FLF Director of Rescarch,

NY T-€
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). Netional Coummittee Meotings

On Moy 6, 1957, a PLP City Committee meeting was
held at 41-35 ;tanron Street, Los Angles, Californie.

At this meeting, JIM DANH, PLP member, reported
that he had Just returned from a PL? Xational Committee
meeting and he reported that since the last Hational Convention,
the PLP had consultations with the Peoples Republiec of
China, Albania, Cuba, the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam (DRV),
the Ha,titmal Liberation Front of South Viet Nam, and various
Communist parties of lesser importance.

DANN also reported that the Central Comittee of 1
the Comnuiist Party of China, recognizes the PLP as the only U
revolutionary Marxisi-Leninist Party in the United States,

a8 does Cube and Albania.

DANN also reported that in consultations with
the DRV, the DRV wanted the PLP to have & negotlate, stop
the bombing line in regard to Viet Nam, while the NLF wanted
the PLP to have the United States get oult of Viet Nam now line.

NY T-5
May 15, 1967

At a PLP Teachers Trade Union Club mezeting,
held May 23, 1967, in New York City, WALYER LIHDER reporte
that at the PL? National Committec Meeting, 1t was the pnsitinn
of the National Committee to prescribe the works of
LIU sheo-chl as a result of the cultural rcovolution because
on examination of his works in the pasi, there were ho
fundemantal errors uncovered and there would be no reason
vhy the party covld not go on recrulting to the partyby
means of such texts a2 "How To Be a Good Commmnist" by
this suthor.

.Regarding consultations with Party ties with
Forcign Parties, the National Committee reported that there
had been much corrunication in the past period with newly
formed Comwmnist Parties in Europz and the Americas.
LINDER stated that there was & need for tc-nm'l'i:atinn toward
forming a new international.

-B-
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; Balanco in this acaﬁunt on the datos indicanted were
na follows:

May 1, 1967, $6,261.70
June 30, 19éT $2,231.83
July 3, 1957 $1,184.9]

Tho sourco adviscd that & check number 857851
dated April 7, 1967, in the emount of %6,087.80 payable to
" Progressive Labor, had been deposited to the PLP Bank account
at tho Amalgamated Bank to New Yerk in April, 1967.

This check uas draw3 on the Banquo Nationale de
Paris, Neullly Sur Seine, Parls, France, which was payablo
to the Bankor's Trust Company in New York City.

NY T-6
June 5, 1967
July 6, 1947

August 3, 1957

II. SECOND PLP NATIONAL
CONVENTION POSTPONED
UNTIL. SPRING, 1968

At a PLP Teoncher's Trade Union Club Meeting held
August 8, 1967, in New York City, VALTER LIKDER annsunced
"that the PLP National Couvention scheduled to be held in
Dﬂggﬂhﬂr, 1967, would probably rescheduled for the sprliug of
1968,

At & neoting of the PLP District 65 Club held
Septembar 10, 1967, WALTER LIFDER stated that the Second
National PLP Convention had beon rescheduled for the spring
of 1968, and tho Nationnl Committee had decided that PLP preo
convention Reglonal Conferences would be held in Deccomber,
1967, and January, 1968. The first Regionsl Conference will
be held on the East Coast, the second in the Mid Vest, and
2 third on the Vest Coast; These conferences will serve
as n basis for pre convention discuzsions for the lNntional
Convention,

NY T-4

August 11, 1967
Septewber 13, 1967

-12-
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I1I. PLP ORGANIZATTIONAL

! ACTIVITIES IN OTHER AREAS
OF UNITED STATES AHD FOREIGH
COUHTRIES

WALTER LINDER stated that the PLP has 15
trade Union Clubs nationally and the PLP has branches
organized in Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, *  Rochester,
Washington, D.C., ond a small club starting in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvanin, In tho Mid Weat there are bBranches in
Chienpo and Dotroit. On tho Wost Cooat theoro are branches
in Los Angoles end San Francisco.

WY =)
Septenber 13, 1967

A. Baltimore

Source advised that Post O0ffice Box 223 Greorholt,
Hnryland, vas ronted by TOH K. BOWERS on April 11, 19467, in
.the nzwme of tho Progressive Labor Club snd the ADHOC Viet
Nam Draft Hearings Committeo. -BOWERS pave his hone address
as 1637 East Baltimore Stroet, Baltiwore, Haryland,

The. applicotionfér the box indicated that DOVERS
vaa o student at Jehn Hopking University.

NY T-7 ;
June 23, 19547

B, Chienpo

Sourco cdviased that a "Cenfercncs on the worlkin
class" spouncored by the Students for Demoeratic Socioty [SDS? was f
held at the ﬂuivernity of Chiczapo, Chicapo, Illinois, on

May 6-=T, - 1967. The PLP was ono of several orgenizations -
wvhich maintained litercture tablos at this econfeoronco,

: On Mayl2-1li, 1957, a confercnco of the Student
Mobilization Cotsilitoe was held at the University of Chicapo
vhich vas attended by approximately 500 roprescatatives of
various orpgenizations orie—ted townrd oppozition tp the
war in Viet MHam, ARDREY EAKOCHY and EARL SILBAR attended
thia econference sz representatives of the Chieagoe PLP and
epproximately 10-20 reproscentativos of the PLP attondod
this confercnco.

Ny -8 In
-113- May 10, jaﬁ?'


https://organ17.ed



https://cncour!l.cc
https://Cotti!nuni.st

NY 100-147372

Source advised that JAMNES BALANOFF Loeal 1010,
United Steel Vorker's of America, East Chicego, Indiana, had
stated that ho would weleor:s any help fron tho PLP in
Chicago In connection with the fortheconing Local 1010
elections., It was learncd that ANDY FAKOCHY would sock
employnent with the .JInland Steel Corpany, East Chicago,
Indiana, soc as to be placed in & position to work on the Local
1010, USWA Elcctions on behall of JOHN SARGEHT ond JAMES
BALANOFF,., incuubant officiels of that local.

NY T-10
Mareh 9, 1957
March 16, 1967

Source adviscd thut ANDREY FA XOCHY had mado an
application for employmont-with the Inlend Steel Company
during March, 1957, but was not employed.

ART ZIMMERLAM,
Employment Manager,
Inland Stecel Coupeony,
East Chienpo, Indiana,
May 26, 1%567,.%c

SA GEORGE T. RIORDAN,

C. Detroit

_ The Noveabor-Decembor issue of "Progrossivoe Labor"
Magazine Poge 21, earrios.en article captioned "Detroit:
Notes of a Cuerilla Uprising" writton by 5. AGONISTES.

At the bottou of page 21, the following is
set forth concorning the author:

"S. AGONISTES ia a pacuderym for a Progressive
Labor Party Orpganizer working in the Detroit arca”,

JEFFREY GORDON, n PLP meuber, Wew York City,
was heard to state that storting in Scptomber, 1967, the
FLP would have a elud of threo nembers sttonding Collepge in
Howark, ‘Heu Jersey.

NY T-12
July 25, 1957
E._Ehilndalnhia
On August lj, 1967, STEVE FRASER vas in Philadelvhia.
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The source 2l1so advised that the PLP and SDS
planned to distribute as many leallets as possible to play
the black people against the white and the white people
against the black.

The source advised that in his opinion the PLP
wo1lld intentionally start trouble in a ghetto area or any
other area that would be a likely spot for raclal trouble,

NY T-15
May 24, 1967

Source furnished a copy of a letter sant "To All
Members of the PLP Trade Union Section", written by WALIER
LINDER,

The first paragraph of this letter reads as follows:

"Following is the draft of a flyer to bes
distributed in several hundred thousand coples in
the next few months to white workers basically wWhere
they work, It is In line with a Natlonzl Commlttee
decision to attempt to answer an apparent ruling
class strategy to provoke a race war this summer 1n
order to get workers! minds and actions away from
strike opposition to the war, and generally thelre
Increasing opposilion to the enemy., It is one of a
number of things we wlll be doing in the next few
months, (Another paper will be distributed in the
ghettos, meetings, rallies, ete.), This draft was
written by MILT, Perfinent pictures and data will be
included, Any commants or sugeéstions should be .sent
in hy June 2, {Friday} to either MILT or mysulf at

* Room 617, 1 Union Squarc West, New York City."

The source advizad that "Hilt" referred to above
is MILTON ROSE=NM.

The d:aft of the flyer, referred to above, is naptiancd

"War--Makers Strike -- Breakers Plot Raze War Thjs Surmer”,
using subheading "Don't Be A Sucker".

- PP =
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LINDER aﬁnnunced that the c¢lass would not meet for
the remainder of the summer and class members should work on
the Vietnam referendgm for the rest of the summer.

The class was concerned wlth the problem of general
strikes and how they ere used in the political struggle.

The source advised that WALTER LINDER was prepariﬁg
a flyer which would be distributed by the SD5 at all union auto
workers plants in the United States.

NY T-4
May 19, 1967

June 5, 1967
June 30, 1967
August 15, 1967

Source furnished a copy of a four-page flyer cap-
tioned "The Big Fight in Auto" which shows that it was 1ssued
by the Trade Union Di?iﬁiﬂn of the PLP,

According to the source. WALTER LINDER had ordered
forty-five thousand coples printed at the Sun Publishing Com-
pany, 59 East Broadway, New York City.

NY T-16
August 20, 1967

The source advised that on August EE, 1967, members
* of the PLP in New York City had gone to New Jersey and distri-
buted approximately two thousand copies of the above flyer in _
the viecinity of Ford Auto Plants.

On August 29, 1967, the PLP members had distributed
coples of this flyer in the vicinity of an autc plant in Har-
*rison, NHew Jersey.

NY T-15
Aupgust 30. 1967
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L ORIGIN AND BACKGROUND

A. Dissidence within Communist Party, USA

From the day of its founding in 1919, the Communist Party, USA
(CPUSA), has waged a strggle not only against "enemies" outside the Party
but also against all kinds of "hostile' and "alien" influences and forces inside
the Party. The communist movement has been peculiarly susceptible to
factionalism because it is unable and unwilling to tolerate ideological dissent
of any kind or to any degree. Hence, over the years, many individuals and
groups have left or have been expelled from the CPUSA because of their
dissident views or activities. Frequently this factionalism has led to the
formation of splinter groups, most of which have been small, ineffectual,
and short-lived.

The Progressive Labor Party (PLP) had its genesis in a factional
dispute which led to the expulsionof Milton Rosen and Mortimer Scheer, its
principal protagonists, from the CPUSA in December, 1961, Rosen was
expelled from the CPUSA for criticizing it as "revisionist" and for openly
advocating its "liquidation' and "'the establishment of a new Marxist- Leninist
party with his neo-Trotskyite group as its base. "

In its statement of expulsion, the CPUSA declared that Rosen,

since his defeat as a candidate for National Committee membership at the
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In 1963, Epton was PLM's candidate for City Councilman-at-Large
in Manhattan, but was unable to get on the ballot for lack of valid signatures.
Two years later, he was an unsuccessful candidate for the New York State
Senate,

Epton is extremely militant. He has openly stated that he is a
communist who spent some time in "communist Cuba." Epton has traveled
to the South, to the west coast, and to British Columbia, Canada, where he
made speeches denouncing the United States Government and its treatment of
Negroes.

Epton was active in the PLP front, the Committee To Defend
Resistance to Ghetto Life (CERGE). While organizing rent strikes in
Harlem, he called for "smashing of this state." The Harlem Defense Council,
another PLP front, was formed by the PLM in July, 1964, through Epton's
leadership.

During the Harlem riots of July, 1964, Epton reportedly used his
previous training to incite further rioting. He organized and led young
Negroes in fighting the police. In a street speech, he warned; "...we're
going to have to kill a lot of these cops, a lot of these judges, and we'll have
to go up against their army...." Epton's activities led to his arrest by the
New York City police for disorderly conduct and unlawful assembly,

In August, 1964, he was charged with advocating eriminal anarchy

-19 -
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7 WORLD YOUTH
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Jacob Rosen carrying flag he dipped in salute to Nikita Khrushchev at World Youth Festival in
Moscow, 1957,





















¥1. FRONTS

A. Btudent Committee for Travel to Cuba

The Ad Horc Student Commitiee for Travel to Cubza was formed in
October, 1982, under the gegis of the PLM hy a group of students from universities
in New York City, the University of Wisconsin, the University of North Carolina,
and Oberlin College. The students invelved contended that they wanted to evaluate
the situwation in Cuba for themselves. They announced that they had received an invi
tation for a two weeks' stay in Cuba from the Federation of University Students in
Havana. The State Department refused to validate their passports, but over 50 of
the students planned to go anyway. The trip wasabandoned when transportation
plans failed to materialize.

In February, 1963, the group changed its name to the Permanent
Student Commitiee for Travel to Cuba and again made plans to visit Cuba. At the
head of the group of 52 individuals were Levi Laub and Phillip Abbott Luce, bath
PLM members. In deiiance of the State Department’'s restriction on travel t.::t
Cuba, they departed from New York City by air on June 2%, 19683, traveling
first to0 Prague, Czechosiovakia, and thence to Havana. They left Cuba two
months later and returned to New York City via Madrid, Spain,

Luce has stated that prior to the time that he and the other student

vigitors departed from Cuba, they were given $10, 000 In cash by the Cubans

.99 _






















































The trial of William Epton, a PLP National Vice-Chairman who
was found guilty of criminal anarchy in New York City, was a heavy drain
on the PLP and undoubtedly has contributed substantially to its present

financial plight.
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