


Top: Rubye inte.viewed
hest-dressed list’s Amanda Burden
on fly outside Ritz Holel.

Center: Fur is very big in Paris
this fall. Many coats were
calf-length. Fox was a favorite.
Below: Rabanne leather dress
combined medieval look with this
year's prevalent outer space theme.

them.” Rubye is the first to admit
it. “You can understand when you
see what they wear.”

To go to dinner at Maxim’s, Rubye
is going to change into the Dior hang-
ing in the bathroom over the tub.
It’s made of white silk with the name
“Dior” printed in black all over it.
It’'s a simple sheath with a row of
little pleats at the hem, but the effect
of the black “Dior” on the white is
electric. Everyone always notices it.

She’s not worried that it's 8:00
p.m. She had her make up and eye-
lashes put on at Elizabeth Arden in
the morning, so she won’t have to do
that, and besides you're supposed to
be a little late in Paris, even to a
dinner for 10 thrown by Jacques
Rouét, director of the House of Dior,
even if you're going to sit at the
place of honor at Monsieur Rouét’s
right.

FEveryone will be at Maxim’s. The

continued on page 80
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Born on the roads of Mississippi last June, the slogan has invaded the streets of Philadelphia.

“Actually, America’s most dangerous and threatening
black man is the one who has been kept sealed up by
the Northerner in the black ghettos — the Northern
white power structure's system to keep talking democracy
while keeping the black man out of sight somewhere,

around the corner. . . . . Human rights! Respect as
human beings! That's what America’s black masses want.”
—Marcorm X

From his “Autobiography”

ON Aucust 10TH, a portable metal swimming pool
was installed on a vacant lot of slightly rising ground at
the corner of 35th and Wallace in West Philadelphia.

The pool is 16 by 32 feet and forty inches deep, and
is the only source of comfort, on a blistering summer day
in West Philadelphia, for hundreds — maybe thousands —
of kids up to 13 years old in the area.

The water is supplied by the Fire Department, and the
pool itself is compliments of the City anti-poverty funds.

Installing the portable metal pool at 35th and Wallace
took exactly 13 days. That is, only 13 days elapsed be-
tween the time a group of young men went to see Coun-
cilman George X. Schwartz and the dedication.

Mr. Schwartz is white. The young men who went to
see him are black.

The city of Chicago was upset this summer (before
the open occupancy demonstrations) over a bunch
of fire hydrants.

The 35th and Wallace neighborhood
has been quiet this summer.

Councilman Schwartz and other
city officials apparently saw the con-
trast.

Those young men, from the Young
Great Society, an umbrella of youth
and gang groups, and one of its off-
shoots, the United Friends Associa-
tion, prompted City Hall to set what
may be a record for action.

That is black power.

On the morning of August 13th
over a thousand police swooped down
on two-and-a-half sticks of dynamite
found in the house of a youthful civil
rights worker.

That is white power. It is easy to
understand.

But black power is more difficult
to pin down.

Many consider it anti-white power;
much of it is. Until many more are
heard from, however, it is basically,
neither anti-white people nor is it
particularly or necessarily violent,
window breaking and brick throw-

By ERIC BLANCHARD

ing by a few people notwithstanding.

Black power, or rather black sensitivity to and aware-
ness of the Negro’s own identity, has been around for a
long time. But the concept, spurred by the civil rights
movement, has sent new tremors through much of the
American social system.

Ever since Rosa Parks decided she wasn’t going to sit
in the back of Montgomery, Alabama, buses 11 years ago,
black people have been busy getting the fact down on
paper. Four Federal laws have been passed since 1957.
Beyond the legislation, black people have sat in, slept in,
moved in, prayed in, to encourage the reluctant, North
as well as South, to come to terms with the fact of
Negroes as people.

The movement has been directed at public recognition,
via the statute books. It is a thrust which will undoubtedly
continue. But there are some new directions which can
be said to be pointed internally. Black people in greater
numbers are deciding that they do not have to wait
forever for white society to move over. They have the
tools — legal, political, economic — to make the place
themselves. There is growing awareness that the beach-
head secured in law over the last 11 years can be made
a permanent landing only if black (or just plain Negro)

power is developed side by side with the power and

position other groups have already established for
themselves.

This kind of thinking — one of many,

to be sure — is at the core of the black

power which blew up during the Mere-

dith march in Mississippi last -June.

Black power, in Philadelphia as
much as anywhere else, is a here and
there thing. Right now it is only en-
gaging the attention of a small num-
ber of the most self-conscious and the
most articulate. The vast majority of
black people do not concern them-
selves with the discussion if, for no
other reason than, apart from an in-
tuitive good feeling about the sound
of the phrase, nobody understands its
implications completely. Few are ready
to say just what to do first and most
don’t see a whole lot further than sur-
viving from day to day.

If the press had not busied itself
with black power, the discussion would
not have developed as far as it has.
But the press, bored with the repeti-
tiousness of burning days of walking
along Mississippi roads last June,
picked up the ball and made black
power, in all its recent infant talk

continued on page 100
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OUR
RUBBER-STAMP

ON A CLEAR DAY in late spring, with
nothing better in mind than Kkilling time
and grabbing some headlines, a band of
Democratic hopefuls for State office, plus
their entourage, the press, and three of the
five Philadelphia congressmen, climbed
into a row of new-smelling 1966 Lincolns
and Mercurys lined along Broad Street
outside the Bellevue.

The lead car took off. running red lights,
speeding south toward the Navy Yard. The
others dutifully followed.

Inside a maroon convertible at the van-
guard, nervously glancing at his watch, sat Gene Armao,
Democratic City Committee’s press captain in charge of
the day’s events. “We're running about a half hour behind
schedule. That’'s good because 1 don’t know what I'm
going to do with them when we get there,” he mused.

“Who's here today?” asked the Bulletin’s John McCul-
lough.

“Well there’s Casey and Staisey and Gen Blatt. And
Jack Hayes, City Committee treasurer,” was the answer.

“And the congressmen?”

“Yeah — Barrett, Nix and Green.”

“What about Jimmy?”

“Jimmy Byrne? He called yesterday to say he was sick.”

Laughter.

REPRESENTATIVES

“No honest. That's what he said.”

More laughter.

No one asked about Herman Toll. It's under-
stood that Philadelphia’s retiring Fourth District
Congressman is ailing and hasn’t made an appear-
ance in two years.

At this point the safari reached the Navy Yard.
Waved through, the cars were parked, their pas-
sengers boarded a battleship-gray bus for a creak-
ing ride around the base—past destroyers, ghosts
of World War 11, subs in drydock, and a mam-
moth pit awaiting a carrier. The bus stopped.
The dignitaries alighted.

After a few minutes of confusion and aimless walking,
Congressman William A. Barrett clucked to his two col-
leagues like a mother hen gathering her brood. The Con-
gressman, who holds the local longevity record for service,
with ten terms in Washington. calls himself the Dean
of the Delegation.

“Boys,” he called to the press. He had a statement to
make. He said something about how good it was the
Navy Yard was saved in Philadelphia. “It's the number
one employer in town.” He indicated he would go back
to Washington and demand more space age assignments
for Philadelphia.

There was nothing startling about the statement. But
the press dutifully recorded it. The other candidates had

By WARREN EISENBERG
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Black Power

continued from page 49

and confusion, what it is—or what it
would like to be — today.

Few people, black or white, have
much to go on except what appears
in print. Newspapers don’t agree, and
columnists on the same newspapers
don’t agree. In their uncertainty, there
has been a great storm of misinterpre-
tation. The result has been that black
power has a very bad name — if
vou're not black even if the basic
concept of group power and its cur-
rent usage by Negroes is not new.
Black power only frightens white peo-
ple and if that is all it does, it might
be better to get the subject out of the
headlines so that black people can de-
cide what it’s going to be and what
to do about it.

Black consciousness is  stirring
Philadelphia these days. Parties, meet-
ings, crap games, corner talk, front
stoops, the living rooms. Here and
there. No great wave of a thing, no
phenomenon, in spite of the national
furor. It is possible but, at the
moment, not very much more than
that — that a unified surge for black
power might develop in the City of
Brotherly Love. It could happen here.
Even in Philadelphia.

Of the two million people who live
in Philadelphia, something like one
in three is black. They have not really
made their presence as a community
felt: If you subtract the selective boy-
cotts of some years ago, the construc-
tion trades demonstrations in 1963,
Girard College last year and some
other odds and ends of direct civil
rights action like the recent Post Office
picketing episode, it would be hard
to tell that black people have been
turning up the gas around the coun-
try for more than a decade. Philadel-
phia ranks, nationally, as one of the
shyest civil rights big cities. Some be-
lieve it is just plain moribund. There
are flurries. People work behind the
scenes, some effectively. But apathy
is the chief figure. When there are
flurries, the same faces tend to appear.

Consider the organizations.

For visibility, civil rights in Phila-
delphia nearly begins and ends with
the local chapter of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People or, to be more pre-
cise, its president, Cecil Moore. Tech-
nically speaking, Moore should be in
trouble — which he seems to thrive
on — because he is who he is. Which
is not what the national NAACP or-
ganization is: A gradualist agent with
an Establishment affiliation, which is
the despair of many in the civil rights
family. Moore and a handful of others
are exceptions to the NAACP image.

- o -

7

S  UNLIMITED

TEMPORARY & PERMANENT
OFFICE HELP
TYPISTS . . . STENOS . . . CLERKS
802 LAND TITLE BLDG.
LO 8-7600

UNITED PHOTO-ENGRAVING

4100 CHESTNUT STREET, EVergreen 2.5507

Vo.")‘
O

ENGRAVED ' STATIONERY

Stewart ' & Steen

IMPERIAL ENGRAVING COMPANY
ESTABLISHED 1905
Engravers & Printers

CREATORS OF FINE HANDCRAFTED
BUSINESS & SOCIAL STATIONERY

24 S. BANK ST., PHILA., PA. 19106

. CALL WAInut 5-2020 ‘

e
with
Dz

us!

National Decal Corp. is America's oldest,
most experienced manufacturer of quality
decals;and qualifiedfabricators of Scotch-
cal® and Scotchlite®. For a guaranteed
solution to any decal problem—It Pays to
Identify with Nationall

National oecac core.

5548-54 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
215-GR 2-1481
“We have STICK-TO-ITIVENESS "



® lewis & Gilman named RICHARD
BEnsoN and MARrRIAN W. LOCKETT to
its media department and CHARLES F.
Kimnot 111, THOoMAs D. EnpicoTT and
ErRNEST R. HaM JR. to the food mar-
keting group.

m Harry A. McNicHoL has joined the
sales staff of wess.

m Davip J. REIMEL has been named to
head the financial advertising and pub-
lic relations division of T. L. Reimel
Advertising. He had been an assistant
vice president with Industrial Valley
Bank.

m Tuomas E. Woop has joined the
sales staff of Kaiser Broadcasting’s
WKBS-TV as an account executive.

m GerarD E. Enp JR. has been ap-
pointed to the public relations staff
of Ringold/Kalish. He had been man-
aging editor of the Burlington Coun-
ty Times.

® NoeL G. MiLEs Jr. has joined the
art department of the WFIL stations.
He taught in the city’s public school
system.

® Al Paul Lefton has appointed Tom
CArsON print and broadcast buyer. He
had been with the William Esty Agen-
cy.

m ROBERTA L. CaNTz has been ap-
pointed public relations director at
Kampmann & Bright. She had been
with Harris D. McKinney as a public-
ity writer.

® Evo & Mattern Advertising and
Public Relations, a new agency, has
opened in Doylestown. CHARLES R.
Evo had been an art director for GRAY
& RoGERS and DoNaALD E. MATTERN
had conducted his own advertising and
PR firm.

m Lewis C. GRrEisT has been ap-
pointed sales account executive with
wcau Radio. He had been with Katz
and Peters in New York.

® PauL DiETz, creative director, and
EpwARD SCHORR, graphic arts direc-
tor, have been named vice presidents
of Wermen and Schorr.

®m Davip BELL has become an account
executive in the sales department of
wPEN. Formerly he was with WHAT
Radio and wriL Radio.

® Changes in personnel at Chilton:
WirLiam J. Hufr has been promoted
to sales manager of Hardware Age.
He had been marketing assistant
and sales promotion manager. FRED-
eric H. LANDMANN, markefing direc-
tor of Food Engineering, has been
promoted to assistant publisher of
the magazine. Louis LAWRENCE Ma-
RINE has joined Contractor News as
news editor. THoOMAS J. CASPER has
been named publisher of Marine Prod-
ucts, a magazine serving the pleasure
boat industry. He will continue as pub-
lisher of The Spectator.
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Moore is not a gradualist, at least to
hear him. He used to be the report-
ers’ favorite diversion, and he is still
stock-in-trade when they want to hear
from black people. Moore put to-
gether Philadelphia’s best known civil
rights campaigns in very recent years
— the school desegregation suit, the
building trades integrating, Girard
College. Moore is brash, which has
gotten him as far as he has, has gotten
certain things started. But his record
for staying the course is flawed, and
this failure to follow through seems
to star-cross the little civil rights ac-
tivity there is here. Several things
point this up.

It would be wrong to say school
segregation is as bad or worse now
as it was when the NAACP’s suit in
Federal Court opened because of
Cecil Moore. Grossly wrong. But this
used to be a lively issue in this town,
and the NAACP hasn’'t contributed
much to it publicly for some time.

In re Girard, after seven months of
demonstrations at the wall and the
raising as a national issue of the va-
lidity of a will, there was one Federal
court hearing on February 28th —
and very little has been heard of the
whole affair since then. (Furthermore,
there were great spaces of time when
Moore neglected to appear at the wall,
absences which helped provoke a near-
rebellion in the ranks of demonstrators
who wanted Martin Luther King to
come to the wall in August, 1965,
when Moore did not.) And the build-
ing trades drive is supine (although it
needs to be said that the unions were
not overwhelmed with applicants).

Likewise, Moore’s record on the
legal front is imperfect. If he is press-
ing the Girard case, it is one of the
best kept secrets of all time.

His future as a civil rights champion
here may depend a good deal on how
he handles the recent dynamite cases.

If all this were not enough, the
local chapter is in dutch. The national
office is trying to whittle Moore’s con-
trol by carving up the chapter. He has
been harassed about its local financial
affairs. And chapter membership dur-
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Black Power

continued

ing his presidency is estimated to have
fallen well below 10,000 — from over
twice that number several years ago.

Somehow, Moore survives. He took
school board member the Rev. Henry
Nichols to the cleaners in last year's
NAACP chapter election. And there
is no gainsaying that he is the one
black man in Philadelphia in Autumn,
1966, around whom crowds will
gather, whether some of his local as-
sociates like it or not.

That is another form of black
power — in Philadelphia — that the
national NAACP organization does
not begin to generate, and which riles
the hell out of it. The national people
are respectable and respectful; Mr.
Moore is not. Do not bet against him.

Activist quartet. There are four
other readily-visible rights organiza-
tions as well as any number of lesser
knowns, and nobody knows how
many — which deal consciously in
the black power arena. The Congress
of Racial Equality, the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee, the
Young Militants and the W. E. B.
DuBois Club head the list, along with
splinters of these groups, Muslims,
those of the non-religious Afro-Ameri-
can bent, the simplistically action-ori-
ented, the potential bomb throwers
and the vast, unchartable stratum of
those who do not belong to any or-
ganization at all — far and away the
greatest number of all.

CORE has had few staff people and
lots of “associates” — which is trans-
lated as white liberal support. The
CORE orientation seems to be towards
black, in line with the larger black
consciousness nationally.

To James O. Williams, 43, a med-
ium-built basso-voiced warehouseman
who used to be the CORE chief here
and who is now one of seven national
vice presidents — for the Northeast
region in the U. S., it will be, less and
less, eager white students who man
picket lines, and more and more, the
man from the neighborhood who will
be involved in tomorrow’s demonstra-
tions. “I'm more interested now in
getting people who are directly con-
cerned to take action themselves,”
he says. “When the guy that’s paving
the rent, when the rats and roaches
are his rats and roaches, the protest-
ing puts a whole different comolexion
on it. T wouldn’t change the techniaue;
T would change who's doing it.” The
recent CORE contretemps at the Post
Office, over one man’s job, is not the
kind of thing that is likely to be re-
peated. _

SNCC has been fund-raising for
workers in the South for years. It has

had a full-time staff here of late, con-
centrating on political awakening. (It
may have taken the pipe, however,
after last month’s dynamite cases).

The DuBois Club, headed by tall, .
stringy Jarvis Tyner, 25, a furniture
factory employe who says his brother
once was a sideman for tenor saxo-
phonist John Coltrane, is relatively
new to the scene. The club is named
for one of the organizers of the move-
ment which produced the NAACP a
half-century ago, a man who turned
to Communism two years before he
died as a nonagenarian in 1963. Tyner
believes a third political party is “ab-
solutely necessary” with society need-
ing “new forms™ and “basic changes.”

The last in the basic quartet — and
the swingingest — is the Young Mili-
tants, born out of the arrests during
the Girard College demonstrations.
Its “chief warrior” is a tall, bushy-
haired medical lab clerk from Wash-
ington, D. C., who is so sensitive
about being “old” — mid-twenties —
that he is shy about admitting he was
at North Carolina A & T College six
years ago when the kids there made
Greensboro the birthplace of the sit-
ins. His name is George Brower. He
calls himself Freedom George. Like
many, he is a disciple of the latey
Malcolm X and regards himself, not
as Negro, but Afro-American. He
heads a group of intensely loyal young
people who do not have a human
rights program of their own but sup-
port those of others. Their slogan is
“Freedom by any means.” (The means
do not include dynamite.)

There are Muslims in Philadelphia,
too, but little is known of them — by
whites, at least. Their members hawk
Muhammad Speaks at rallies, but they
are otherwise invisible (which is not
the same as underground); their re-
ligious activities are closed to the
white man. The minister of the local
temple, Mosque Number 12, at 5232
Haverford Avenue, is Jeremiah X,
who declines to discuss black power
because the Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad, Messenger of Allah for those of
the Islamic faith, has not revealed
himself about the current discussion.
Minister Jeremiah took a few minutes
one evening recently to talk to a white
man outside the temple; he made one
sure point: “Black power has not been
defined really to the point where any-
one could give an opinion on it. Every
civil rights leader comes up with a
different interpretation.”

Churchly birth. Philadelphia got
its first black power treatment the
night of July 17th, at the Episcopal
Church of the Advocate on Diamond
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Black Power

continued

Street in North Philadelphia. The
rector, Paul Washington, was one of
the Philadelphia signers of the July
3lst New York Times ad on black
power by some 50 Negro clergymen
nationally. The ad said, among other
things, that, “The fundamental dis-
tortion facing us in the controversy
about black power is rooted in a gross
imbalance of power and conscience
between Negroes and white Ameri-
cans. . . . Powerlessness breeds a race
of beggars.”

Stokely Carmichael came to speak
at the church that night. He is, next
to Dr. King, the most headlined man
on the scene, the most articulate and
forceful proponent of black political
power. He is 25.

The church was jammed that night.
There were a half-dozen speakers,
including blues singer Nina Simone,
whose simple thanks for the recogni-
tion she received was moving. Before,
after and around her, the oratory
flowed, building to the introduction
of Carmichael. He skewered the heart
of black power in two sentences:

“We are not rebelling to kill the
white man. We are rebelling to get
him off our backs.

“Black power is when all the forces
of the (Negro) community come to-
gether to force their representatives
to speak to their needs.”

Clip. Clip. Nothing heavy-handed
at the center of his speech. A crystal.

The entire evening—three hours—
was about self-concentration. Black
people talking about black people.
People talking about what they could
do and where they could go if they
pulled together. There were only a
couple of references to whites; one
was to white store owners and what
they might face if Negroes put co-ops
together to keep black money from
being siphoned out of black neigh-
borhoods.

The whole affair was run like a
Swiss watch by a 30-year-old Philadel-
phia medical technician who sports
a small beard and a photograph of
the late Malcolm X (the “Black Mes-
siah” to more and more Negroes) on
his hospital desk. His name is Walter
Palmer. He is the second of 13 child-
ren. He has been working since the
age of 12, when his father died. He
is a visionary, but he balks at being
considered a leader. He also organized
the Afro-American program tribute
to Malcolm X at the Annenberg
School of Communication the night
of August 4th. He is a disciple (and
he doesn’t especially care whether you
like it or not) of Malcolm, of Afro-
Americanism, with the “Afro” under-



98.9 FM
THE

PHILADELPHIA
BULLETIN

STATION

*This is based on the American Research Bureau,June,1966 Report on fotal

audience in the Philadelphia area. Persons listening at home and away from home, combined, Monday-
Sunday, 6 AM-Midnight. These ratings are quoted as estimates and are subject to mathematical variations.
105



lined.

The word."When 1 discuss black
power,” Palmer says, “we have to
understand that the term . . . is only
new to us in America because we have
always taken for granted the power
elite that exists. We call it the white
power structure.

“Therefore, if we want to try and
define black power in its most primi-
tive definition, it might be the same
as white power, where one develops
his own political and economic des-
tiny for himself.

“Black power is something that is
going to have to be . . . toyed with,
played with until we come to some-
thing more concrete than just throw-
ing around a term.

“At this point,” says Palmer, “black
power is not a reality, it's a slogan.
It very distinctly calls for people who
will support a black kind of aware-
ness, a black consciousness. It will be
whatever the (Negro) community de-
fines as being their need. And what
they can control. If it is important
for them to control, in their particular
communities, the shops and the busi-
nesses and the education and the
housing, et cetera, then they must de-
velop a kind of base which will allow
them to have the influence.” He cites
the fact that there are far more black
people in Philadelphia, Mississippi,
who are in a position to determine
their destiny because of the majority
they hold there, than there are in this
Philadelphia.

Palmer prefers not to be called
Negro. “The term was given by a
white racist group which completely
made me void of any background,
any heritage. I must get away from
that because that completely cuts me
off from my ties to Africa.”

Palmer talked for well over an hour
the day after the Malcolm tribute at
the Annenberg school. The program
the night before was distinctly black
and largely African. Exhilarating danc-
ing, bongos, cowbells, police whistles,
costumes, poetry, spirituals, oratory.
Everybody, possibly even police on-
lookers, had fun. The dancing was so
frenetic that at one point, an elderly
woman in bright raimant who had
been accompanying the insirumental-
ists with a police whistle of her own,
left her seat, flew down the aisle and
for a few mad moments, flung herself
into the boiling activity on the stage.
It was quite a show.

“We're referred to many times,”
Palmer said the next morning, “as
being culturally deprived. No people
are culturally deprived. Every people
has a culture.
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Black Power

continued

“There is a lie when black children
are born, that black is wrong and
white is right. We must reject the lie
before we can ever aspire to have
pride in black. . . . How can 1 ever
begin to appreciate white culture un-
til I can understand and appreciate
my own?”’ It seems like a legitimate
question.

One matter of wide interest that
bugs this black Philadelphian is qual-
ity integrated education. It is under-
ground, to be sure, but there’s some
evidence that some black people don’t
believe having their kids bussed away
to sit next to white kids is nearly as
important as solving the basic prob-
lem of lousy basic education.

“Why couldn’t it just be quality
education?” Palmer asks. “Why is it
that in our own black communities
there cannot be a good black school,
with good black teachers to develop
good black students? Why is it we
must assume that everything going
towards white is superior and every-
thing coming toward black is bad,
inferior, indifferent?”

On the same track, Palmer and
many, many black people — as well
as whites — do not hold integration
as a be-all-to-end-all. There is an in-
terest in moving to suburbia, but be-
cause of better living conditions, not
proximity to white people. Integra-
tion, in fact, say Palmer and others,
is a white creature, “a term which will
save much of the white racist con-
science. Integration now means that
black culture could come into a white
community and be absorbed. . . . The
culture would disappear.”

Palmer cites the fact that every
people in the national tapestry has
preserved its own identity to at least
some extent, giving it up only by col-
lective choice of assimilation. “But
there’s been a total rejection of black
culture,” Palmer says.

“We're all caught up in integration
. . . which should be a long-term
ideal. .” What is left, to him, given
the premise of white intractability
will be a “kind of peaceful co-exist-
ence that will exist in separate
communities.” For him, talk about
integration is “aimless,” “long-term”
and “nobody’s ever seen if.”

The listener has the feeling the
speaker wishes it were not so.

The man from C.O.R.E. Mal-
cdlm’s picture also graces a cabinet
in the CORE office, at 2229 N. Broad.
Three placards also hang on one wall,
saying: “If the white man . . . and
the black man . . . would work hand
in hand. . .” That’s all there is. It is
a wistful contrast to the stern face of

the Black Messiah facing the plaeards.

“I consider,” says Jim Williams;
through and around a barrage of
phone calls, “black power just a slo-
gan involved in community organiza-
tion. Nothing else.”

He contrasts his view with that of
the police generally, “They have got-
ten an idea that black power means
black violence or a takeover or people
arming themselves to start an open
revolt. The danger of an open revolt
is very present, and I would be a liar
if I sat here and said it wasn't,” but
that isn’t really the point, he believes.
He does believe that the rights groups’
use of the idea is a good thing.

“Black power’s use by responsible
groups . . . probably will avert its use
by some other group for some other
purpose,” he says, pointing to organi=
zations with candidly insurrectionist
objectives, such as the Revolutionary
Action Movement whose chief known |
spokesman, Robert Williams, was re-
ported in one of Philadelphia’s papers
recently as having arrived in China, |
via Cuba. “But the majority of Ne- ,
groes, poor and suffering, don’t belong
to anything.” The best they might be-
long to is some local gang. They’re
their own people.” Williams believes
the great number of the unorganized
have just as much right to discuss
black power as traditional Negro or-
ganizations or leaders. “It seems to
me the authorities should be wvery
happy (that the black power dialogue
is mainly in the arena of discussion)
because I think CORE and SNCC,
although they have been accused of
being radicals, are pretty moderate
compared to a lot of people I talk
to in the street that don’t belong to
anything.

“There are some angry people out
there.”

To Williams, like Malcolm-disciple
Palmer, they are not angry about
integration.

“All Negroes are not desirous of
leaving Negroes. I don’t think integra-
tion really means that everybody’s got
to have a Negro living next door. The
kind of integration I'm talking about
is freedom of choice.”

Black panther. On the door of
the SNCC office at 521 S. 16th, just
inside South Philadelphia’s black belt, .
there is a black panther. Tt is, for
SNCC, the universal symbol of black'
political power. It comes out of Ala-
bama’s Black Belt, where a top-heavy)
Negro population is beginning to puf
the third-party Black Panther organi
zation into power in some counties.”™
SNCC workers here would dearly like
to pull a similar coup. They talk about



a third party here, claiming that the
two existing parties don’t pay any at-
tention to Negroes after election day.

One SNCC leader is thin, bespec-
tacled George Anderson.

Anderson is 21, he elaims five feet,
eleven inches, a West Philadelphia
High degree and trumpet and trom-
bone talent on a free-lance basis. (An-
derson was interviewed the same day
Palmer was and again while a fugitive,
by phone, Saturday afternoon, August
13th, the day a 13-state alarm went
out for him and two other SNCC lead-
ers in the dynamite cases.) He is ad-
ministrative coordinator of the SNCC
branch here. Early last month he
talked about a Philadelphia Freedom

Organization, and he also talked abput’

the Negro-run co-ops Carmichael pro-
posed July 17th. '

“If we can’t form co-ops in our
own neighborhoods, then those stores
should just come down. Whites make
their living off those black people.
Now they bring food into that store
that they don’t eat themselves, that
they wouldn’t eat.” If it doesn’t stop,
here’s what SNCC would like to see
happen:

“People are going to offer you such
and such price for your store. If the
man refuses to sell his store, then
nobody in that community buys any-
thing from that man — and that man
can no longer exist in that neighbor-
hood.”

Big blast. Just when this is to
start is a secret, even to SNCC. That
program and its political action efforts
have been unexpectedly postponed.

Shortly after midnight, Saturday,
August 13th, a claimed force of some
1100 policemen descended, or stood
ready to do so, on four civil rights
locations in the city. Four teams,
totaling 80 men, made the series of
raids looking for explosives. They

were armed to the teeth. That it was |

something of a fishing expedition is
suggested, first, by the number of men
involved; secondly, by the language
of the warrants, which reportedly in-
cludes mention of “guns and ammu;
nition,” besides the two-and-a-half
sticks of dynamite actually found; and
thirdly, by the four target sites, listed
inaccurately by the press as SNCC
locations: — only one was, in fact.
(And just why the SNCC label was
pasted on the four people originally
arrested is unclear, given the amount
of attention the police pay civil rights
activists here. Only one youth of the
original quartet arrested is a SNCC
member.)

Hit were SNCC’s South Philadel-
phia digs, the Northern Student Move-

—
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Black Power

continued

ment’'s Freedom Library on Ridge
Avenue just below Jefferson Street

and two North Philadelphia apart-

ments. It was in the North 16th Street
apartment of Freedom George Brow-
er, the young militant “warrior”, that
dynamite was reportedly found. Three
people, including a SNCC worker,
were arrested at that apartment.
Brower subsequently turned himself
in. Later Saturday, 13-state-alarms
went out for three more SNCC people,
including young George Anderson.

Ultimately, three of the first four
arrested were freed. But SNCC's
Barry Dawson, plus a construction
worker who reportedly supplied the
dynamite, and a go-between who al-
legedly passed the stuff on to Dawson,
were each held in a whopping $50,000
bail. (The same amount, incidentally,
for all but one of last year’s Statue of
Liberty-Washington Monument-Liber-
ty Bell conspirators, although, through
the first two steps in litigation, the
local prosecution has not said one
word, publicly, about what use was
to be made of the dynamite.)

The truth of the whole matter will
be a while in the telling. There has
been disclosure of who was involved,
but the why's trouble observers. Was
there ever any conspiracy to explode
the dynamite? Had the local police
been looking for an excuse to move
on certain rights activists here? (Dep-
uty Police Commissioner Frank Rizzo,
acting head of the department when
the raids were made, and various
Young Militants tangled during the
Girard demonstrations, and he was
eventually hanged in effigy there.)
And what about the feuding inside
the various civil rights groups? Did
SNCC ditch the dynamite in a Young
Militant’s apartment? And if the au-
thorities wanted to nail just the dyna-
mite, why wasn't it snapped up at the
SNCC office? Was SNCC used as a
pigeon to try to bag other civil rights
groups?

At a four-hour hearing before Judge
Leo Weinrott on August 22nd, the
factionalism of the young rights groups
surfaced when Cecil Moore used one
defendant to testify against another
to get three of the original defendants’
cases dismissed.

There was a bitter reaction to
Moore’s tactic at a City Hall Plaza
rally right after the hearing, amid
shouts of “black power.” But if Moore
lost some points with certain elements,
the total effect of the raids has likely
been to unify, rather than fragment,
the rights people. They say it will
take more than two-and-a-half sticks
of dynamite to blow up black unity,
no matter who did what with the ex-

plosives.

On the basis of early returns the
raids seem to have welded most of the
various factions together.

The Sunday morning after the raids,
a “high police source” (Rizzo) told
The Inquirer that the initial arrestees -
“have been active in a program to
keep police under surveillance for
possible brutality.” According to the
report, “evidence” turned up by the
“vigilante committee” was to go.to
Federal authorities and the American
Civil Liberties Union. The committee
was said to be like the Community
Action Patrol in the Watts section of
Los Angeles.

It is difficult for civil rights workers
here to understand why the authori-
ties should object to having police
activities watched. They are sensitive,
too, to the fact, that the dynamite
raids happened the night after the
surveillance teams actually opened
business. They view the raids as some-
thing more than just a coincidence,
especially since some of those arrested
work in the project.

The project is called “Operation
Alert.” The teams work in groups of
four; they are armed with pencils and
paper. Their goal is strictly to observe
and to go to bat, on the legal front,
for any victims of police excesses.

The leaders aren’t secretive about
the fact of the project — City Hall
and police officials were among those
who first received project flyers —
but they are shy about disclosing the
details of the operations. The reason
they are shy is that they regard the
police as, potentially, an enemy.

If the acting police commissioner
had it in his mind to kill off “Alert,”
he couldn’t have been wider of the
mark. “Alert” was operating the night
the raids were made and was ex-
panded the following week.

With three young groups involyed
in it, “Alert” is becoming a unifying
force for ecivil rights around here.

Should such a coalition grow, it
could be the launching pad for more
programs. There has been much talk,
of “black unity” around the city for
a year or more; it would be ironic if
it got started here because of boom-
eranging dynamite raids.

Power hour. It will be some time
before black power develops, no
matter what the police and/or the
civil rights community do or do not
do about it. The confrontation of the
police and rights activists goes on at
a level the vast majority of black peo-
ple here don’t pay much attention to.
Negroes in numbers will be saying
“Malcolm who?” for a while yet; a
dead hero, no matter how messianic,



still doesn’t mean as much to welfare
recipients as the mailman. That’s why,
for a while, portable metal swimming
pools are nothing to be sniffed at.

Black power talk doesn't mean
nearly as much to somebody like Her-
man Wrice as black power action
does. Herman Wrice is 26. He has
six kids. He carries about 200 pounds
on a six-four frame. Last year, the
Junior Chamber of Commerce nomin-
ated him man of the year. Officially,
he’s a community developer for the
Episcopal Diocese; he is also founder
and president of the Young Great
Society, the largest informal organi-
zation of youth — gang — groups in
the city. Baseball teams, referral serv-
ices, liaison with City Hall and the
courts and the police are part of daily
and nightly operations, centered
mainly in West Philadelphia. YGS
was born 20 months ago in the echo
of a shotgun blast just about a block
from where that first portable metal
swimming pool was installed August
10th.

Wrice doesn’t have all that much
use for leaders, civil rights or anybody
else, if he's not a community man.

“It takes less effort to stand in front
of a television camera (before) 80
million people and define a meaning
of a word than it is to get out and
chaperone block parties, clean down
eye-sore streets, help an old lady get
rid of rats. Our results don’t show up
in 10 years, they show up that same
day.

“When I mean direct action, how
many leaders can say, today, within
two hours, I can put 500 people in
the street?

“On any given moment, within two
hours’ time, we can put as many
people in a given situation (as) we
wished.”

Definitions. Right now, white
Philadelphia is obsessed with the facts
of a few sticks of dynamite. But nitro-
glycerine is not black power.

Black power is, to Herman Wrice,
“getting what you go after (within)
the structure in which you live.”

To Walter Palmer, it's an expand-
ing black consciousness.

To CORE’s Jim Williams, it's get-
ting the man with the rats and roaches
to do his own protesting.

To Freedom George Brower and
other young ones, it's policing the
police.

Defining black power is pertinent
and pressing, for the black community
and for the white. The hour is late
for coming up with an answer. Black
people, even in Philadelphia, are not
always going to be willing to settle
for portable, metal swimming pools.
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This country is run not by love or nonviolence,

but by power!
Stokely Carmichael
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OLAS/First Conference of the Organization of Latin American
Solidarity

SPEECH BY STOXELY CARIMICHAEL
Copyright:Student Voice-1967

Je greet you as comrades because it'becomes increasingly clear
to us each day that we share with you a common struggle; we
have a common enemy., Our enemy is white western imperialist
society, (Note that we use the term white western society as
opposed to white western civilization. The west has never
been civilized., It has no right to speak of itself as a civi-
lization.,) Our struggle is to overthrow this system which
feeds itself and expands itself through the economic and
cultural exploitation of non-white, non-western peoples - the
THIRD WORLD.,

We share with you also a common vision of the establishment of
humanistic societies in the place of those now existing. We
seek with you, to change the power bases of the world, where
mankind will share the resources of their nations, instead of
having to give them up to foreign plunderers where civilizations
can retain their cultural sovereignty instead of being forced to
submit to foreign rulers who impose their own corrupt cultures
on those civilizations they would dominate,

Anplo sccietv has bheen nearly successfiil in keeping all of us,
Ll UpPpressed UL Lhe LALIG WOLdd, scparaced anc Iragmeaied.
They do this for their survival, because if we felt our unity
we would know our strength. Especially here on this continent,
where the Anglo is in the minority, he has for hundreds of
years succeeded in keeping all of us who are oppressed from
realizing our common plight. But the call of Che Guevara for
a continental struggle against a common enemy would seem to
ameliorate this fragmentation among those who would resist
western imperialism,

le speak with you, comrades, because we wish to make clear
that we understand that our destinies are intertwined. Our
world can only be the third world; our only struggle, for the
third world; our only vision, of the third world,

Until recently, most African-Americans. thought that the best
way to alleviate their oppression was through attempts at
integration into the society. If we could enjoy public acco-
modations in the United States (motels, hotels, restaurants,
etc.) our condition would be alleviated, riny of us believed.

%=
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This attitude was characteristic of the '"civil rights movement!
and clearly points up the rbourgeois, character of that "movement",
Only the bourgeoisie are in a position to be concerned about
public accomodations. The African-American masses, on the other
hand, do not have any jobs, any housing worthy of the name decent,
nor the money to enjoy restaurants, hotels, motels, etc, The
"ci¥il ‘vightgimovement" did not actively involve the masses,
because it did not speak to the needs of the masses.

Nonetheless, the:"civil rights movement" was a beginning and
because its aims met resistance throughout the U.S.A., depths

of racism heretofore unrecognized were laid bare. It has been .°©
throught that the aims of the "civil rights movement'" would be
easily realizable, because the United States" Constitution
supported them, But thousands of African-Americans were jailed,
intimidated, beaten, and some murdered for agitating for those

rights guaranteed by the Constitution, but only available to
whites. ' : Vs : ;

Eventually, the United States Congress passed a Civil Rights
Bill and a Voting Rights Bill, assuring us of those rights
for which we had -been agitating. By this time, however, more
and more of us were realizing that our problems would not be
solved by the enacting of these laws, '

In fact, these laws did not begin to speak to our problems.
. Our problems were an inherent part of the capitalist system
and therefore could not be alleviated within that system,

The African-American masses had been outside the "civil rights
movement.". For four years they watched to see if any signifi-

cant changes would come from the non-violent demonst:atiips.
It became clear to us that nothing would change and in the

summer of 1964, only a couple of weeks after the civil Rights
Bill was passed, the first of what is now over 100 rebellions
occurred. The following year, the same year that the Voting
Rights Bill was enacted, one of the largest rebellions occurred
in WATTS. These rebellions were violent uprisings in which
African-Americans exchanged gunfire with policemen and Army
troops, burned down stores and took from the stores those
commodities that are rightfully our's - food and clothing -

and which we never had. These rebellions are increasing with
intensity and frequency each year until now practically every

major city has seen us rise to say, we will seize the day or
be killed in the attempt, 4.

The "Civil rights movement" dduld never attract and hold the
young bloods who clearly understood the savagery of white
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United States and who are ready to meet this savagery with
armed resistance. It is the '"Young Bloods' who contain espe-
cially the hatred Che Guevara speaks of when he says,ljﬂatred
as an element of the struggle, relentless hatred of the enemy
that impels us over and beyond the natural limitations of man
and transforms us into effective, violent, selected and cold
killing machine.'" The black power movement has been the catalyst
for the bringing together of these young bloods: the real revo-
lutionary proletariat ready to fight by any means necessary for
the liberation of our people. In exposing the extent of racism
and exploitation which permeates all institutions in the United
States, the black power movement has unique appeal to young
black students on campuses across the country. These students
have been Zeluded by the fiction that exists in whi*e North
America that if the black man would educate himself and behave
himself he would be acceptable enough to leave the ranks of
the oppressed and join white society. This year, when provoked
by savage white policement, students on many campuses fought
back, whereas before they had accepted these incidents without
rebellion., As students are a part of these rebellions they
begin to acquire a resistance consciousness. They begin to
realize that white North America might let a very few of them
escape one by one into the mainstream of her society - but as
soon as blacks move in concert around their blackness - she
will reply with a fury which reveals her true racist nature.

We are moving to control our African-American communities as
you are moving to wrest control of your countries., of the
entire Latin Continent, from the hands of foreign imperialist
powers. Therefore there is only one course open to us., e

must change North America so that the economy and politics of
the country will be in the hands of the people. Our particular
concern is our people, African-Amcricans., But it is clear

that a community based on the community ownership of all resour-
ces could not exist within the present capitalist framework.

For the total transformation to take place, whites must see

the struggle that we're engaged in as being their own struggle.
At the present time, they do not. Even though the white worker
is exploited, he sees his own best interest lying with the power
Structure. Because of the racist nature of this country, we
cannot work in white communities, but have asked those whites
who work with us to go into their own communities to begin
propagandizing and organizing. When the white workers realize
their true condition, then there will exist the possibilities
for alliances between ourselves and them.

However, we cannot wait for this to happen, or despair if it
does not happen. The struggle we are engaged in is interna-
tional. We well know what happens in Viet Nam affects our-
struggle here and what we do affects the struggle of the
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Vietndmese people. This i5 even more apparent when we look at
ourselves not as African-Americans of the United States, but

as African-Americans of ‘the Americas. At the present moment,
the power structure has sown the seeds of hate and discord
between African-Americans and Spanish-speaking people in the
large cities where they live. In the State of California,
Mexican-Americans and Spanish- speak1ng people comprlse almost
50% of the ponulatlon yet the two view each other with suspi-
cion and sometimes, outrlght hostility. We recognize this as
the old trick of "divide and conquer" and we are working to see
that it does not succeed this time. Last week Puerto Ricans
and blacks took the streets together in New York City to fight
against the police, which demonstrates success in this area.
Our destiny cannot be separated from the destiny of the Spanish-
speaking people in the United States and of the Americas., Our
victory will not be achieved unless they celebrate their libe-
ration side by side with us. For it is not their struggle, but
our struggle, e have already pledged ourselves to do what we
are asked to aid the struggle for the independence of Puerto
Rico, to free it from domination by United States business and
military interests. And we look upon Cuba as a shining example
of hope in our hemisphere. We do not view our struggle as being
contained within the boundaries of the United States as they
are defined by present day maps. Instead we look to the day
when a true United States of America will extend from Tierra
del Fuego to Alaska, when those formerly oppressed will stand
together, a liberated people.

Our people are a colony within the United States; you are
colonies outside the United States. It is more than a figure
of speech to say that the black communities in America are

the victims of white imperialism and colonial exploitation.
This is in practical economic and political terms true. There
are over 30 million of us in the United States, For the most
part we live in sharply defined areas in the rural black belt
areas and shanty towns of the South, and more and more in the
slums of the northern and western industrial cities. It is
estimated that in another 5 to 10 years, 2/3rds of our 30 mil-
lion will be in the ghettoes-in the heart of the cities. Joining
us are the hundreds and thousands of Puerto-Ricans, !Mexican-
American and American Indian populations. The American city

is in essence populated by people of the third world, while the
white middle-class flee the cities to the suburbs.

In these cities we do not control our resources. We do not
control the land, the houses or the stores., There are owned

by whites who live outside the community. These are real
colonies as their capital and cheap labor are exploited by those
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who live outside the cities. iWhite power makes tihe laws

and enforces those laws with guns and night-sticks in the
hands of white racist policemen and black mercenaries. The
capitalist system gave birth to these black enslaves and
formally articulated the terms of their colonial and depen-
dent status as was done, for example, by the apartheid govern-
ments ¢f=Tézandia which the U, S. keeps alive by its support.
The struggle for black power in this country is the struggle
to free these colonies from external domination. But we do
not seek to create communities where in place of waite
rulers, black rulers control the lives of black masses and
where black money goes into a few black pockets: we want to
see it go into the communal pocket, The society we seek to
build among black people is not an oppressive capitalist
society, for.capitalism by its very nature cannot create
structures free from exploitation. I!le are fighting for the
redistribution of wealth and for the end of private property
inside the United States.

The question that may be asked is how does the struggle to
free these interal colonies relate to your struggle to
destroy imperialism., T'fe realistically survey our numbers
and know that it is not possible for black people to take
over the entire country nilitarily and hold large areas

of land,

In 2 highly industrialized nation the struggle is different,
The heart of procduction and the heart of commercial trads

s in the cities, e are in the cities. fith our rcbellions
we have become a disruptive force in the flow of services,
goods and capital.

Since 1966, thie cry of the rebellions iias been '"Black Power",
In this cry, there was an ideology implied which the masses
understood instinctively., It is because we are poverless
that we are oppressed and it is only with power that we can
make the decisions governing our lives and our communities.
Those who have power have everything; those who are without
power have nothing, ithout power we have to bey for what

is rightfully ours, !Jith nower we will take our birthright
because it was with power that our birthright was taken from
us., ‘

Black Power is more than a slogan; it is a way of looking at
our problems and the beginning of a solution to them, It

attacks racism and exploitation, the horns of the bull that
scek to gore us, '
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who live outside the cities, White power makes the laws
and enforces those laws with guns and night-sticks in the
hands of white racist policemen and black mercenaries. The
capitalist system gave birth to these black enslaves and
formally articulated the terms of their colonial and depen-
dent status as was done, for example, by the apartheid govern-
ments ee=Fgpayera which the U. S. keeps alive by its support.
he struggle for black power in this country is the struggle
to free these colonies from external domination. But we do
not seek to create communities where in place of wiaite
rulers, black rulers control the lives of black masses and
where black money goes into a few black pockets: we want to
see it go into the communal pocket. The society we seek to
build among black people is not an oppressive capitalist
society, for capitalism by its very nature cannot create
structures free from exploitation. ''e are fighting for the
redistribution of wealth and for the end of private proverty
inside the United States.

The question that may be asked is how does the struggle to
free these interal colonies relate to your struggle to
destrcy imperialism. 'le realistically survey our numbers
and know that it is not possible for black people toc take
over the entire country militarily and hold large areas

of land,

In a2 highly industrialized nation the struggle is different.
The heart of production and the heart of commercial trads

is in the cities. /e are in the cities., :7ith our rcbellions
we have become a disruptive force in the flow of services,
goods and capital.

Since 1966, the cry of the rebellions has been '"'Black Power",
In this cry, there was an ideology implied which the masses
understood instinctively, It is because we are powerless
that we are oppressed and it is only with power that we can
make the decisions governing our lives and our communities,
Those who have power have everything; those who gre without
power have nothing. Without power we have to beg for what

is rightfully ours, /ith power we will take our birthright

because it was with power that our birthright was taken from
us,

Black Power is more than a slogan; it is a way of looking at
our problems and the beginning of a solution to them, It

attacks racism and exploitation, the horns of the bull that
secek to gore us, '
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The United States is a racist country: From its very begin-
ning it has built itself upon the subjugation of colwred
people. The Europeans who settled the United States systemati-
cally stole the land and destroyed the native population, the
Indians, forcing them eventually onto reservations where they
live today, a mere 0.3% of the total population: And at the
same time the United States was waging genocide dgainst the
Indians, it was raping the Africam continent of its natives

and bringing them to the Americas to work as slaves:

To enslave another human being, one needs a justification and
the United States has always found this justification in
proclaiming the superiority of whites and the inferiority of
non-whites. e are called '"niggers"; Spanish-speaking people
are called "spicks"; the Chinese, 'chinks"; the Vietnanes,
"gooks", By dehumanizing us and all others of color, it
therefore becomes just, in the mind of the white man, that

we should be enslaved, exploited and oppressed.

However, it becomes even easier to keep a man a slave when
1e himself can be convinced that he is inferior., How much
easier it is to keep a man in chains by making him believe
his own inferiority! As long as he does, he will keep him-
self in chains, As long as a slave allows himself to be
defined as a slave by the master, he will be a slave, even
if the master dies.

This technique has been successfully practiced not only
against us, but wherever people have been enslaved, oppressed
and exploited. T1le can see it happening today in the schools
of large U. S, cities where Puerto Rican and !fexican children
are not allowed to speak Spanish and are taught nothing of
their country and their history. It is apparent in many
Afrisan rountrics, where one is not considered education
unless he has studied in France and speaks French.

Black power attacks this brain-washing by saying, E TILL
DEFINE OURSELVES. e will no longer accept the white man's
definition ,of ourselves as ugly, ignorant and uncultured.

‘e will recognize our own beauty and our own culture and
will no longer be ashamed of ourselves, for a people ashamed
of themselves cannot be free. :

Because our color has been used as a weapon to oppress us,

we must use our color as a weapon of liberation. This is the
same as other people using their nationality as a weapon for
their liberation. ; '
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Black Power recognizes that while we are made to feel inferior,
this is only so that we may be more easily exploited. Even

if we destroy racism, we would not necessarily destroy exploi-
tation. Thus, we must constantly launch a two-pronged attack;

we must constantly keep our eyes on both of the bull's horns.

Color and culture were and are key in our oppression, there-
fore our analysis of history and our economic analysis are
rooted in these concepts. Our historical analysis, for exam-
ple, views the United States as being conceived in racisn.
Although the first settlers themselves were escaping from
oppression, and although their armed uprising against their
mother country was around the aggravations of colonialism,
"taxation without representation% etc., The white European
settlers could not extend their lofty theories of democracy
to the Indian, whom they systematically exterminated as they
expanded into the interior of the country. Indeed in that
same town where the settlers set up their model of government
based on the theory of representative democracy in that

same town the first slaves were brought from Africa.

In our economic analysis our interpretation of llarx comes
not only from his writings, but from how we see capitalisn's
relationships to people of color. he labor movement of the
United States, while in the beginning containing some great
leaders in the struggle, against the absolute control of the
economy by the industrial lords, essentially fought only for
more money. Those few who had the vision of extending the
fight for workers control of production, never succeeded in
transmitting their entire vision to the rank and file.

This labor found itself asking the industrial lords not to
give up their control but merely to pass out a few more of
the fruits of this control. Unlike us, they do not raise
questions of redistributing the wealth inside the U. S.

Thereby, did the U. S. anticipate the prophecy of liarx and
avoided the inevitable class struggle within the country

by expanding into the third world and exploiting the resources
and slave labor of people of color.  U. S. capitalists never
cut down on their domestic profits to share with the workers.
Instead they expanded internationally and threw the bones

of their profits to the American working class. The American
working class enjoys the fruits of the labors of the third
world workers. The proletariat has become the third world;
thoe bowurgooisie i1s white western SOCietY.
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The true potential revolutionaries in this country are the
black youths of the ghettoes, those who have developed
insurgence in the cities-are African-American and Latin
communities where past rebellions have taught important
lessons in dealing with the governments' armed reaction
to our uprisings.

These rebellions should not be taken lightly. In the past
three years, there have been over 100 uprisings in the
internal colonies of the United States. These are no doubt
reported to you as '"minor disturbances initiated by a few
malcontents'". These are major rebellions with numbers of
participants who are developing a consciousness of resistance.

It is with increasing concern that we see the United States
will by any means necessary attempt to prevent the liberation
struggles sweeping across the third world, but in particular
we know that the United States fears most the liberation
strugzle on this continent. 1In order to secure itself geo-
graphically, the United States must have Latin America, both
economically, politically and culturally. It will not do

for the Anglo's to be isolated on a continent of hostiles.

Black Power not only addresses itself to exploitation, but

to the problem of cultural integrity. Ilherever imperialism has
gone, she lias imposed fier culture by force on other people's,
forcing them to adopt her language and way of life. I!hen
African slaves were brougit to this country, the Anglo saw
that if he took away the language of the African, he broke
one of the bonds which kept them united and struggling.
Africans wer forbidden to speak to each other in their own
language. If they were found doing so, they were savagely
beaten into silence. 'lestern society has always understood
the importance of language to a peoples’' cultural conscious-
ness and integrity, fien it has moved into the Third 'Jorld,
it has moved to impose its own language. In Puerto Rico,
where Yankee cultural imposition is at dits height, English

is taught in all high schools for 3 years, while Spanish

is taught for 2 years.

Anglos society learned other valuable lessons from the
enslavenent of Africans in this country. If you separate

a man's family, as was done to the slaves, you again weaken
his resistance, But carry the separation further. Take a
few of the weaker slaves and treat then 'as house pets, the
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lighter skinned slaves (the offspring of the master's rape
of the African woman) was preferred. GCive him the crumbs
from the master's table and cast-off clothing and .soon he
will fear to lose these small comforts, hen us¢i‘his fears
by zetting him to report on the activities of tiie bLad slaves,
report the impending revolts and uprisings. Distrust and
dissent is created among tihe Africans, and thus, they will
fighit among themselves instead of uniting to fignt tiheir
ODDPTEeSSOTS,

Today's descendents of African slaves brought to America
have been separate¢ from their cultural and national roots.
Black children are not taught of the glory of African
civilazation in the history of mankind; they are Ainstead
taugint about Africa: the dark continent inhabited by man-
eating savages. Tiey are not taught of the tihousands of
bLlack martyrs who died resisting the white slave masters.
They are not taught of the numerous uprisings and revolts
where hundreds of brave Africans refused to subnit to
slavery. Instead, their history books read of "happy slaves
singing in tlieir fields...content with their new lives",
Those "few" slaves who did resist are called "trouble-makers",
"malcontents", or "crazy".

i

Black children in North America -grow up aspiring only to
enter white society-not only because white society eats
better, is housed and clothes bLetter and can make a better
living. 3But also because they aave been bombarded by tae
white-controlled communications media and educated by
black teachers with white mninds (our netty Yankees) that
white IS better, white is beautiful, Anglo features,
manner of speech and aspirations are to be acquired if

one is to be successful, even ITHIN tae black community.
The white man hardly needs to police his colonies within
this country for he has plundered the cultures and enslaved
the minds of tlie people of color until their resistance is:
paralyzed by self-hate. “

An important fight in the third world therefore is the
fight for cultural integrity. Ilherever western society

has gone, as Frantz Fanon tells us, she has imposed through
force her culture.

Through force and bribery (the giving of a few crumbs to a
few petty Yankees) the people of a conquered country begin
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to believe that western culture is better than their own.
The young people begin to put aside the richness of their
"native culture to take on the tinsel of western culture,
They become ashamed of their roots and inevitably can

only be trapped in a life of self-hate and private pursuit
for self-gain. Taus does the 'est entrap whole peoples
with little resistance,

One of our major battles is to root our corrupt !‘estern
values and our resistance cannot prevail unless our cultural
integrity is restored and maintained.

It is from our vpeople's history, therefore, that we know
our struggles and your struggles are the same. 'le have
difficulty getting the information we need on what is
happening in your countries. In so many ways we:are
illiterate of your lieroes, your battles and your victories.

e are working now to increase the consciousness of the
African-American so it will extend internationally. The
U. S. fears this more than anything else. liot only
Lecdause such a consciousness would destroy within black
comnunities tle minority complex so carefully cultivated
by the Anglos, but because it knows that if the black man
realized that the counter-insurgency efforts of this
country are directed against his brother, he will not go,
he cannot go. Tien it will become crystal clear to the
world that the imperialist wars are racist wars.

During the past 'year we have instituted a black resistance
to the draft movement, not only because we are against
black men fighting their bLrotiers in Viet Ham, but also
because we are certain that the next Viet llam will be on
thiis continent. Perlaps, Bolivia, where there are now
"special forces advisors'", perhaps Guatemala, Brazil,

Peru or the Dominican Republic.

The African-American has tried for the past 400 years to
peacefully exist inside the country. It has been to no
avail. Our history demonstrates that the reward for trying
to peacefully co-exist has been physical and psychological
murder of our people. ‘e have been 1yaned our houses

have been bombed and our churches burned., ''e are now being
shot down in the streets like dogs by white racist policemen.
And we can no longer accept this oppression without retribu-
tion. lle must join those who are for armed struggle around
the world. We understand that as we wxpand our resistance
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and internationalize the consciousness of our people as our
martyred brother ilalcolm X ‘taught us, retaliation from the
government will come to us as it did to him.

As the resistance struggle escalates we ‘are well aware of
the reality of Che Guevara's words ‘that ‘the "styxugzle will
not be a mu¢re street lisht...but will be long and hsysh'.
In the end our vonuon orotierirdod ‘sidct#ve e tall cas e
fight for our liberation by any means nécessary.

5 -
L

But Black Power means thdt we see ourselves'as part of the
Third iorld; thal we.see our StTuWV13 15 closelyrelated

to liberction struggles "around the wbrid,v YWe'musf ho2k up
with tlese “*‘“;:i?S. e must, for example, ask ouriclves,
when blec¢Xk paoples.dn Africa bewln to storm qﬂ*an=u~eurg, when
Latin Amciiczas revolt, what will be tha role ofctne B.oS.
and thet of Africin-Armericans. ' It seems insviteble! that

this nation will wove to protect its finantial iviexvests

in South Africa and Latin America which means proieciing
white rule in these countries., Black people in thc United
States tien have the responsibility to oppose, at least,
to neutralize, that effort by the United States.

his is but one example of many such situations which have
already arisen around tie world, with more to come. There
is only one place for black Amerlcans in these struggles,
and that is on the side of the Third l'orld, Frantz Fanon,
in "The YWretched of The Earth'", puts forth clearly the
reasons for this anc the relationship of the concept of a
rew force in the world:

"Let us decide not to imitate Europe; let us try to create
the whole man, whom Europe has been incapable of bringing
to triumphant birth.

Two centuries ago, a former European colony decided to

catch up with Europe. It succeeded so well that the United
States of America became a monster, in which the taints, the
sickness and the inhumanity of Europe have grown to appalling
dimensions...

"The Third Yorld today faces Europe like a colissal mass
whose aim should be to try to resolve the problems to which
Europe has not been able to find the answers;..

It is a question of the Third World starting a new history
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of lian, a history which will have regard to tihe sometimes
prodigious thesis, which Europe has put forward, but which
will also not forget Europe's crimes, of which the most
horrible was conmitted in the heart of .lan, and consisted
of the pathological tearing apart of his functions and

the crumbling away of his unity.

Mo, there is no question of a return to nature. It is
simply a very concrete question of not dragging men towards
mutilation, of not imposing upon the brain rhythms which =
very quickly obliterate it and wreck it. The pretext of
catching up must not be used to push nan around, to tear
him away from himself or from his privacy, to break and
kill him,

llo, we do not want to catch up with anyone. ‘'hat we want
to do is go forward all the time, night and day, in the
company of iian, in the company of all men...

(This was the major speech given by Stokely Carmichael in
Cuba., liost of us who read the daily newspapers can see
that most of the things said about Stokely while in Cuba
were definitely taken out of context.) Editor.
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EXTERIIINATICI-=-1is it conceivable?

TREBLINKA, by Jean-Francois
Steiner. Simon § Schuster,
415 pp. $5.95

THEY FOUGHT BACX, by
Yuri Suhl, Crown Publishers,
326 pp. $5.96

A million ciiildren. Five million

gdults, Jewsi veas

All killed in twc years in six
sets of "ovens'": Auschwitx, I'ay-
danek, Sobibor, Relsec, Chelmo--
and Treblinka. And they died with
out even the grunts cof hogs being
led down the killing ramp at Cuda-
hy or the bleats of tiae lambs
soaking in the pit at Swift and
Company.

Is this a myth? Did this happen?
Mhiat kind of persons could let
this happen to them without a
struggle? Sh'ma Yisroel!

The sabras, young Jews raised in
Israel, have asked thais question
and expressed contempt for the
European Jews by asserting: "e
are not related." Yet, the sabras
are related and feel a shame, and
part of the fury they invoked in
tlie present Arab-Israeli war was
to prove that Jews can figat,

The authors of Treblinka and The
Fought Back state that there 1is
no reason for shame, that Jews
did fight back, and fougit well,
when it was possible. The two
books siwould be read, and read
together--Treblinka first because
of its realism., It devoutes its
hundreds of pages to a descrip-
tion of life and revolt at one
of the "extermination centers."
At times the book is so vivid

resistible?

your nose will twitch from the
stench of smoking bodies coming
fron the low building in !Mo. 2
Section of the camp. They Fought
Back should be read last, because
one then transfers imagery to the
33 accounts in this anthelogy of%
strucgles by Jews throughout the
German "enpire".

Acceptance of the authors' con-
clusion that Jews fought when it
was possible comes only when one
understands what they mean by the
word "possible." Flipnantly, one
can easily assert that such a
struggle against extermination

is always possible because
"you've got nothing to lose, you
can only die once." "And the
streets are as good a place to
die as Auschwitz, llarlem 1is as
good as Saigon, the 'layne County
Jail is as good as an Arizona
'Relocation Camp'."

WAS STRUGGLE POSSIBLE?

The Authors suggest that struggle
was not "possible'" because for a
long time few could be convinced
of the necessity of such a strug-
gle acainst extermination. The
idea of extermination of Jews in
the areas controlled by Germans
is fantastic in the context of
the times. The Western culture is
logical, hat logical reason
would the Germans have to kill
all Jews? That would be a waste
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of manpower, Gen, head of the
Jedenrat of Vilna, Lithuania

(Judenrat is the puppet governnent

in Jewish ghettos, waich in ex-
change for privileges, carried
out the dictates of the Germans,
including delivery of Jews to the
railroad for the "trips cast'),
expressed this view ably:

"It is our duty to prove that the
prejudice about our unfitness to
work is fundamentally false. ‘le
nust prove thiat we are indispens=~
able to war production, and that
it would be impossible to replace
us under present wartime condie-
tions,"

It was not possible for Jews to
resist because tiaey could not
believe in a "final solution." To
believe such would require one

to act. Jews, for the most part,
in the ghetto, had no faith that
any act that they could perform
would be meaningful to save life,
And for Jews survival is more
than a desire; it is a duty,.

In the early stages of extermina-
tion, before the '"ovens,'" the
Germans had carried out extermi-
nation of 39,000 Jews from the
area of Vilna. Pessia Aronovich

miraculously escaped deatih because

the bullet, instead of going into
her head, hit her arm. At the
risk of life she dragged Lierself
back to the ghetto to warn her
people. A lawyer, upon getting
the word, was against informing
the people, "Why creat an atmo-

sphere of panic?" said the barris-

ter. "'e are here to reasure
the peonle and cncourage them."

14 =

Even after months in the
extermination camp, herding
other Jews to thelr death, some
of the Jewish workers rejected
the concept of total extermina-
tion.

I1f it is still difficult for

you to understand that the Eurod
pean Jew could disbelieve the
concept of extermination imagine
the following: Tomorrow a team
of persons tells all of the
blacks in 'atts: 5,000 shotguns
have been issued to the police
and each man has been given 100
rounds of shells. These shells
contain lead vellets the size

of marbles which will cut a
body in half at 1090 yards.

Their plan is to take advantage
of the slightest incident, call
it a riot, surround the ghetto,
and then walk through it sioot-
ing every black dog, black hat,
black cat and black person they
can see, [ow would you react?

Sound impossible and improbable?
1t may be a fact., Published
reports state that such arming

of the Los Angeles police has
already cccured.

The Germans knew about reports
to the ghetto by eyewitnesses

of the slaughtering, and of the
chetto's disbelief, They used
this information. People were
loaded into freigat cars and
merely told that they were being
"resettled in the R st." For
days they'd travel with no water
and food, forced to sleep in
their own droppings, and then
blandly get off the cars, walk
into buildings to strip for a
""shower," a natural part of
their trip to "resettle in the
East.," In the "shower" they



were bathed with gas.

These acts were done in co-
operation with the Germans in
the same trusting manner with
which some 100,000 Japanese-Ameri-
cans trudged into Arizena REloca-
tion Centers" in 1941;the Jews
entered the "baths'" with the
same unconcern which characterized
the 3,500 blacks who sat in First
Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala,,
on May 20, 1961, when the Freedom
Riders were passing through. They
joked and fanned while 800 Natio-
nal Guard troops fixed bayonets,
srapped clips of bullets into
the Garands, took off the safety
catches, encircled the blacks
inside the church, then turned
and pointed bayonets and bullets
at the black bellies encircled.
The blacks had been attacked
earlier by white mobs of friends
and relatives of the National
Guardsmen--and perhaps the Guards-
men themselves.

JEWS WITHOUT GUNS

It was not possible for the
Jews to resist because they had
no guns, A whole village would
be without one shotgun. Few
Jews had ever fired a gun. Be-~
cause they were not wanted, it
was easy for Jews to avoid mili-
tary service. (This relationship
to guns is largely true of the
Jewish population in America
today.)

It was not possible for the
Jew to resist extermination be-
cause the world gave no hope that
any course other than extermina-
tion of Jews was desirable. A
leader of the upwxising in the
Warsaw ghetto spoke this indict-
ment:
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"The world is silen. The
world knows; it is not possible
that it doesn't know., But the
world is silent. God's represen-
tative in the Vatican is silent.
London and Washington are silent;
the Jews in America are silent.

This silence is astonishing
and horrible." '

America wanted the Jews
killed. All the Brandeises,
Frankfurters, Goldbergs and
Fortases on the Supreme Court
don't disprove this fact., This
is no news, nor is it a secret,
How else does vne explain names
like Greenberg becoming "Green'
and "Weichbrods" becoming "White'",
and the money paid to plastic
surgeons by persons seeking to
rid themselves of what they
think of as a '"Jewish face"?

At a time when American
bombers roamed and controlled
Europe's skies the way cops in
squad cars control Harlem's
Lenox Avenue, Chaim Weizman, Zi-
onist leader of some note, point-
ed out the location of extermin-
ation camps and begged the Ameri-
can Air Force generals to merely
bomb the rail lines from Hungary
to the Death Camps. The answer
was a rude "Nol"

The Air Force and the Supreme
Allied Command, under that soon-
to-become president, Gen. Eisen-
hower, did not care. And they
didn't need locations pointed
out to them. The pyres burned
almost every night and "the fires
and smoke could be seen for 30
kilometers (about 25 miles)."



READ OR RELIVE

These two books should be read.
Only those who bear the tattoed =
numbers on their arms and those
who emotionally cannot accept the
hard, cold truth of the butchering
of a whole people should avoid
them. Any black person who doesn't
read Treblinka--who is capable of
reading and can get access to the
book--is a damned fool, one desti-
ned to relive, to some dggree, the
agony of the European Jew of the
1940s.

Is this true?

Think about it. The destruction
of 6 million Jews by the Germans
by the Germans, while America and
the world looked in the opposite
direction, is nothing but the
story of what any country will do
when it has millions of identifi-
able people who are economically
and politically surplus.

Guess who is surplus--and iden-
tifiable~-- in the ghettos of the
United States.

--LEN HOLT

Len Holt is a black civil rights
attorney, speaker, and author of
two books, Art of Conscience,
Beacon Press, and The Summer %That
Didn't End, Morrow.

(Reprint from National Guardian~-
July 22, 1967.)
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1966
by Norman Jordan

A man

who is afraid
to die

for his freedom

is
already dead.



I'M MIDDLE CLASS NOY

After years of struggling, the day is here

I'm a white collar worker, so there's nothing

To fear,

I now eat broiled steaks and the finest cut meat

o more hog malls, chitterlings or pig feet.
Episcopalian is now nmy new belief
Holy Roller no more, Wow! ithat a relief.
My vocabulary is articulate and proper now

Splitting verbs, using slang, I've forgotten how!
To my token job, with brief case andé pipe
And my blond secretary who cannot type.

he ballet now is apropo, for the opera house

Is the place to go, and to the theatre there the evening
I'11 spend, for no more jamming at '"Noah's Dew Drop Inn"
llot to the ghetto, but to my middle class home
With two baths, a swimming »nool and three telephones
lith my two-car garage on top of a hill
To hold my white four-door Cadillac Coupe DeVille
To the golf course but first, to get my suede coat
Then to the mail box, to get out the letters.
Surprisingly I find that its stuffed with repossession notes.
Back to the house to find a middle class rope!

Dezi and Beni

(SNCC Communications Department staff)
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THE U, S, CHEMICAL WAR IN SOUTH
VIET-NAI

In defiance of all human ethics and universal indignation,
the United States has, in its war of aggression against Vietnan,
been resorting to chemical warfare on an ever larger scale.

Countless are the lives and property of the Vietnamese people
wnich has been destroyed in a most barbarous manner' Their
abominable crimes must be exposed to public opinion and to the
conscience of progressive peoples!

How does the United States carry out its chemical warfare in
South Vietnam?

Poisons, noxious caemicals, combat gases, napalm, phosphorus,
all these have been used in the hope of subduing the patriotic
South Vietnamese people.

1/ Poisoing of Civilians.

Following is a typical case that the Vietnamese people will
never forget: On Dec., 1958, the U, S, and the Ngo Dinh Diem
puppet authorities poisoned at a time 6,000 patriots among tuem
many women, detained at Phu Loi prison camp (Thu Dau !lot province).
A few hours after the poisoned meal, the affected people suffered
terrible pains and convulsions, The weak ones died at once. The
other made a desperate effort toward the door shouting for aelp
but fell exhausted. Corpses were laying pell-mell on the plank
beds in the prison camp.

Thous the U, S, Diem authorities did their best to conceal
their crime, the Frencih paper "La Tribune des Nations'" clearly
exposed it in its January 6, 1959 issue: It "las [lo Van Tan who
was trained in counter-intelligence in the United States of
America who carried out this horrid exploit of mass murder through
poisoning at Phu Loi prison camp: 1,000 dead, 4,000 seriously ill
out of 6,000 political prisoners. This is an act of revenge,
obviously the tiggest, against former resistance members since the
implementation of the Geneva Agreements"

The Phu Loi massacre was denounced by the whole human kind.
Nevertheless, '"He will die as he lived", the U. S. and their
henchmen continued to use poisons in many other parts in South
Vietnan,



In February 1961, at Long !iy village, Giong Tron d@sfyict,
Ben Tie province, they stealthily put poison 1in the drinking
water of a pioneer song and dance group. Two of them died, many
others were seriously affected.

They mixed poison with salt then sold it to the1popu;at10g as
in the January 1963 case, when three grocers from Phuoc lioa village,
Cho On province, discovered it in the salt the U. S. had dlgtylbuted
to them for sale. '/hen they brought the salt to the authorities
and complained, these admitted that the U. S. advisers poisoned
the salt to kill the Vietcong (i.e. the South Vietnamese people).

Recently, to mass murder the people, to aggravate the terror-
stricken atmosphere and to create social disorder, they have
dropped from the air colorful plastic bags of poisoned sweets. In
the same manner, in February 1966, they killed 20 children at
Binh Dai district, Ben Tre province. There are cases of Americans
distributing, thomselves, poisonocd sweets to children, e.g.:

On August 5, 1966, at Cam MNai village, Iloi An province, 3 children
died and many others were seriously ill.

2/ Destroying of Corps, Poisoning of~€iviliams with Toxic
Chemicals:

Together withh the "State-Taylor Plan" aiming at '"pacifying
South Vietnam within 18 montins, the U. S. has since 1961 been
resorting to toxic chemicals to destroy crops, causing terror
and famine in the hope of forcing the South Vietnamese into
concentration camps named "strategic hamlets."

In August 1961, U. S, planes sprayed toxic ciaemicals on
“Village Mo, 1", Bini Thuan province. It was a kind of powder
coming down in the form of a cloud, §5 hectares of ripening rice
wvere completely destroyed., Following this, the U. 8. continued
to spray toxic chemicals over 10 other localities in 6 provinces
of South Central Vietnam. The result of the 11 sprayings of
toxic chemicals during the three months ending 1961 were:560
hectares of paddy-field, orchard and forest were destroyed,

182 people affected and 120 domestic animals killed.

To effectively serve their policy of mass concentration and
setting up of "strategic hamlets: from 1962 to 1964, they yearly
intensified the spraying of toxic chemicals on extensive areas
in South Central Vietnam and South Vietnam, The acreage of
paddy-field and orchard as well as the number of people poisoned,
domestic animals killed have been increasing manifold year after
year.,

According to preliminary data published by the Health SErvice
of the South Vietnam National Front for Liberation, the number
of provinces affected by noxious chemicals in 1965 amounted to
26 (3/5 of South Vietnam provinces), the damaged superficy
reached 700,000 hectares (acres), and 146,274 people were poi-
soned, 13 times as many as in 1964 and 800 times as in 1961.

ST



In the 1965-66 dry season (I), spraying of poisonous chem-
icals had been intensified in many places, from the 17th Parallel
to the Cape of Ca ifau, liany a time U, S, aircraft released
ballons containing noxious chemicals, or after spraying noxious
chemicals, dropped explosive, napalm bombs designed to cause a
maximum of deaths and destruction., For 4 days on December 14, 17,
21 and 22, 1965, U. S. aircraft repreatedly sprayed noxious
chemicals on Long Tuyen, Giai Xuan, !ly Khann villages (Chau
Thann district, Can Tho province), Tan Thoi, Phuoc Thoi and Thoi
and Dong villages (O _lon district, Can Tho province) which are
populous areas with fertile paddy-fields and luxuriant orchards.
11,020 hectares of paday-fields and orchards were completely
ravaged. 40,015 other hectares of paddy-fields and orchards
were seriously affected. Tens of tlhiousands of people were
noisoned. The victims in the three hamlets Binh Lac, Binh Nhut and
Bin Yen alone in Long Tuyen village, with a population of nearly
9,000, counted 14 people killed (1 old man, 3 women and 10
children) (260 people seriously poisoned (continual) vomitings,
diarrheas with blood in the stools) and nearly 8,000 people
slightly affected (dizziness, headache, continual vomitings)
nearly 100% people were poisoned.

For eleven days running between January 9 and 19, 1966, many
U, S. aircraft sprayed noxious chemicals on Long Dien Dong,
Long Dien Tay and An Trach villages, Gia Rai district, Bac Liou
province., On January 19, 1966, after spraying noxious chemicals
on Long Dien Tay village, U.S. aircraft repeatedly poured explo-
sive and napalm bombs on dwelling houses, ricefields and orchards.
Long Dien Tay village was blanketed witli poisonous chemicals,
fire and smoke. Ilrs., Truong Thi Den's family was among thousands
of families victims of U.S., atrocities. Her husband had an eye
gouged out. Her son, 10-ycars old, had his right hand completely
burned off and there remained only two fingers on his left hand.
She herself had half her face burned, all her ten fingers burned
off and her body all covered with serious burns.

As their attempt to "turn defeat into victory" in the so-
called "dry season counter-offensive', has been shattered, the
U.S.'s ruthless nature became more transparent. Over these last
months, they have been frenziedly spraying noxious chemicals on
many provinces in South Central Vietnam, such as Thua Thien,
Quang Nam, Farlac, Bing Dinh, Binh Thuan,

(I) In the 1965-66 dry season (between November 1965 and .iarch
1966) after direct massive dispatch of 210,000 troops of the

U. S. and its satellites to South Vietnam, General Westmoreland
mustered a considerable force for the dry season counter-offensive
in an attempt to regain the initiative and turn "defeat into
victory'", but he sustained a complecte failure, 114,000 enemy
troops werc annihilated including 45,000 troops of the U.S. and
its satellites.
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The Tay Nguyen high plateau and many provinces in South
Vietnam proper such as Bien Hoa, Thu Dai liot, Tay Ninh, Tay An,
Vinh Long, Can Tho, Nach Gia, Ca !ilau and especially Ben Tre.

Recertly, on September 22, 1966, they cynically sprayed
noxious chemicals on the souther part of demilitarized zone, and
on feptember 18, 1966, on Cha Li, A Chooc hamlets in Nuong Lap,
a village of the minority people located in the northern part of
the demilitarized zone.,

The "New York Times'" on July 26, 1966, revealed that in
1966, the U. S, intended to destroy an acreage of land equal to
that of all the lands ruined the previous years put together.
And on September 9, 1966, the Saigon correspondent of the "lNew
York Times' wrcte that since the beginning of this year, the U,
S. has used 6 big C-123 planes, especially equipped, to spray
1,324,480 gallons of noxious chemicals on 530,872 acres of land
and the forthcoming U, S. plan envisages the utilization of 18
C-123's three times as many as previously,.

The same correspondent further reported that U, S. Ambassador
Henry Cabot Lodge commanded himself the spraying of noxious chem-
icals and directly '"ratified the plan of each operation".

3/ lassacre of Civilians by Poison Gases:

In the years 1963-64, the U. S. aggressors many a time fired
shells or dropped bombs containing gases on a certain number of
villages in Ben Tre, Go Cong, Can Tho, Ca !Mau, Phu Yen and Quang
Nam provinces.

Since the end of 1964, to retrieve the repeated reverses of
the puppet army commanded by them and to cope with the mounting
anti-U,S., tide in South Vietnam,cities, the U. S. aggressors have
been intensifying, alongside with the spraying of noxious chemicals
the use of combat gases on an ever larger scale,

In early 1965, for three days running , January 25, 26,u27,
1965, U. S. aircraft intensified snraylngs of noxious cuemlcals
on Phu Lac hamlet, Phu Yen province and d@ropped explosive and
napalm bombs, causing heavy losses to the local population.
Poison gases alone killed 80 people and hundreds of others were
seriously affected, most of them old people, women and children.

The U. S.'s crimes have aroused great indignation among
world public opinion, The U,S. military spokesman in Saigon
admitted on iarch 22, 1965 that gases had been used for weeks
and on many occ351ons (AP, March 22, 1965). Later on, U. S.
Defense Secrctary IcVamara himself had to convene a press confe-
rence in which he showed a coloured catalogue of the Federal
Laboratories' Chemical Factories which sell various kinds of
riot gases ("Newsweek", April 5, 1965). licNamara told a lie when
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asserting that gases used in South Vietnam were but tear gases
which were non-lethal., But he could convince nobody. The following
day, State Secretary Dean Rusk denied that the ;U. S. had started
chemical warfare in South Vietnam and added that poison gases
would not be used in normal actions ("llewsweek"),

The war criminals' deceitful denials cannot dupe anybody but
only aggravate their crimes.

'lhen raiding Vinh Quang hamlet, Tuy Phuoc district, Binh
Quinh province, on September 5, 1965, a U, S. marine corps
commanded by Li-utenant Colonel Leon Utter emptied 48 toxic gas
canisters into the people's houses and shelters, killing 35 people
on the spot and seriously poisoned 19 others. Among the victims
were 28 children, 26 women, including 18 old women. A seven-
member family were blinded or tragically killed by toxic gas.

On September 8, 1965, only three days after the Vinh Quang
raid, U. S. soldiers threw toxic grenades into the people's shel-
ters in Ba Lang An, Quang Ngai province, killing 78 civilians at
the same time. ———— & - L :

In the October 6, 1965 raid in the south east of Ben Cat,
Thu Dau Mot province, U. S. para-brigade 173 and a number of
Australian units were equipped with gas masks. According to
AFP on October 8, 1965, they got the "permission" from lestmore-
land himself to use the CN and the CS type toxic gas. Since then
toxic gas has been considered as a "basic weapon'" of U, S,
troops in South Vietnam and the use of toxic gas in attacks has
been openly intensified.

In the January 2, 1966 raid on Bau Trai area, Cho Lon pro-
vince, the U.S. aggressors used infantry guns to throw gas gre-
nades and the mighty-mite type gas sprayer which is able to
pump toxic chemicals in the form of gas or power at 285 Km per
hour.

On January 10, 1966, while raiding Kim Tai hamle, Binh Dinh
province, the U.S. aggressors indulged in mass murder, an ex-
tremely savage crime. They herded 42 villagers into shelters
and killed them by toxic gas. It was also in January 1966 that
more than 100,000 U.S., Australian, New Zealand and puppet
soldiers in their raid in Nhuan Duc, Duc Hiep and Phu My Hung
village, Cu Chi district, Gia Ginh province, pumped toxic gas
into the people's shelters, killing more than 100 people and
seriously hurt hundreds of others. In this raid they used aircraft
to extensively spray Cll gas mixed with toxic chemicals and lobbed
gas grenades into hamlets, Reuter reported on January 12:



“"An Australian NCO Robert Bowtell, 24 years old, born in
Sydney, was killed by poison gas on January 11, 1966, though he
had put on a gas mask while he was using gas against the popu-
lation in an area north west of Saigon. Two other soldiers who
came to his rescue were also hurt and fell unconscious while
six others were also affected and sent to hospitals".

On February 1, 1966, in Ky Anh area, Tam Ky district, Quang
Nam province, the U. S. fumigated 141 civilian shelters with
toxic gas, killing many people, among them 14 children. On Feb.
3 and 4, 1966, helicopters dropped 80C gas zrenades on Bong Son
area, Binh Dinh province., In ilarch 1966, they again exploded
3000 others in this area, killing and wounding many people.

Early in April, 1966, in west Plei !ile, Gia Rai province, the
U.S. troops carried out the so-caled "combined toxic gas, air-
craft and artiller action",

UPI boasted on April 2, 1966 that first Airmobile Cavalry
Division choppers dropped strings of SC toxic gas grenades on
Chu Pong area.

Bwtween Arpil 23 and ifay 9, 1966, U. S. aircraft dropped 15
tons of gas-producing pwoder on some areas of Tay Mihn province.
The powder is of an ivory color, very fine, as hot as chili. The
affected people got burning and tearing of eyes, itches, blistered
skin and mucous membrane, dyspnoea, nausea and paralysis. Cattle
and poultry were killed in great numbers. Toxic powder fell on
the liga Cay and To Go River section, killing more than 300 kg of
fish among which are fish weighing over 5 kg.

Even in Saigon city the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys
did not stop at using toxi gas to suppress people's demonstra-
tions at the end of 'fay 1966.

Saigon !layor, Colonel Vu Van Cua himself cynically warned:
"Our army has 4 new types of weapon at its disposal., There are
4 kinds of gas grenades. Apart from tear gas, we have colored
gas effective within 3 days in spite of hard rubbings and
washings, gas inducing diarrhea within 24 hours and nausea gas.

4/ Use of Napalm and White Phosphorus.

Since the end of 1961, the U.S. aggressors and their flunkeys
have dumped napalm bombs on over 1,000 hamlets in South Vietnam.

On July 8, 1964, mapalm and demoliton bombs burned, killed
and wounded 43 pupils of Linh Phung School, Ben Tre province, and

45 others of lan Quang School, Quang Nam prouvince on !larch 16,
1965,
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In 1965 alone there were hundreds of napalm bombings and white
phosphorus shellings: On January 15 and 16, 1965, U, S. aircraft
showered over 30 napalm bombs on Thanh ily village, Sa Dec province,
burned to death 7 people, burned down 7 houses and a Caodaist tem-
ple.

On February 8, 1965, they indiscriminately released tons of
demolition and napalm bombs on the peasants busy weeding in the
fields, on gardens or fishing boats on Ba Rai River, Xuan Son
village, iy Tho province. 13 people were killed, 55 houses
burnt, 1 ferry, 12 sampans and boats burnt or sunk, causing the
missing of many people driven away by the waters. They dumped
napalm and shelled Phuoc Trung pagoda of Phuoc Trung village,
Co Cong province, during mass time, burning down the pagoda, 13
houses nearby and killing 22 people.

Since the beginning of 1966, the U. S. puppet and satellite
troops have intensified tne use of napalm and phosphorus bombs,
and other massive lethal means. They committed monstrous massa-
cres in Chau Binh village, Ben Tre province, on April 27, 1966,
in Truong Xuan village, Can Tho proxince.,.on 'larch 6, 1966, One
of innumerable U.S. odious crimes was the tragic losses done to
Mrs. Nguyen Thi Xe's family, in Truong Xuan village:

Her 5 children aged from 5 months to 14 years were burned to
death and she herself to infirmity,

On June 26, 1966, 2 U, S. jets, guided by an L-19 reconnais-
sance plane, napalm bombed and strafed 2 ferry boats, '"HNgoc Thanh"
and "lHuynh lai" and a motor-boat full of passengers sailing on
the Van Co Dong River, Duc Hue district, Cho lon province. The
two boats were set afire, 13 people were burned to death or
seriously wounded.

While the victims were crying for help, the U.S. aggressors
called in two other jet planes to strafe and sink two ferry
boats and 5 other boats and 16 people were killed or wounded,
most of them women and children. On July 1, 1966, they dumped
napalm and demolition bombs on Ta Uyen School and market place,
Bien Hoa province, and 170 people were killed or wounded, among
them 44 pupils killed and 6 others seriously burned. !Many similar
massacres occured in various places in South Vietnam.
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TO CARWICHAEL

You and your fellow-countrymen have risen up,

3lack color glossy, zlimmering with beads of sweat,
Black yelling, Black coler shouting claims,

Black color swarming like a forest of anthracite,
Black color surging along like tidal waves:

Black Power! 2laci Power!

From this siiore of tiae Pacific hiourly we follow

Your footsteps that kKick Jdown walls and fortresses.

siarchers tiarong like trees in the forests and on the mountains.
Anong them little kids in rags!

In the scorcning sun, tzeir necks bLurn hour after hour!

o water, They drink it out of fire trucks.

® youngsters, sikinny, narrow-slioulderad!

They go to school, but are waved out;

They go to parks, but the sizns still can read:

"8o Admittance: Colored Peonle And Dogs!"

liarchers streanm forward like a

ok
["H

de, a nountain flood.

D old grandmas trudging along, carrying babies!

‘Thiter can they run? Tear grenades strev the streets

Police dogs snap rigiit and left: flesh falls in bits,

For the kids' future, though, mother struggle for tae ripght to

live:

* 3 Qe
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'e, too, are auman beings created by tie Almigity.
wWhat's our crime? The color of our skin?'!

llo! Ebon is rising up with pride!

No promise for rendezvous, yet across thousands of miles,

The same words: 3lack Power! Black Power!

They march in tiie sun, they march in the rain.

O sturdy youtis, eyes flashinz anger.

They say: "'J7itli our money they make bonbs and bullets,
‘hile we're without a home, withiout a heart:!

Taey stand for racial contempt,

Law of the rich, lav of the“strong!

Rise up! Tear tiaen to pieces!
Pasih in taeir narrow-ninded aeads, sgueeze out tieir unjust
thoughts,

So tomorrow may cowe, blazing with the light of world union!"

Carmiciiael, Brotiier Carmichael, do you Xknow?
The worlc is watciiing eaci: of yocur footsteps,
Steps for equity, steps for freedom,

Steps for peace, steps for a tetter life,

Fesounding on a staircase that shines with promises.

Though tiousands of miles from you across the ocean,

e sliare the same spite and anger.
o

o
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Fire is burning our villages, fire is burning in our hearts.
e lack medicine, schools, rice, clothings,
Our kinfolk have saved rice grain by grain,
Their clothes, with a hundred patches, are drenched with sweat,
Our kids no longer loolk like human beings.
They learn to dodge bombs before they learn tc speak.
Cur young women, out of poverty aucd aunger,
In their tanousands hiave to "sell tieir bodies to feed their
moutiis."
Ohil the sea bLoils with anger, and aatred mounts higher than
nountains.
Hlow can we descrile the bitterness in tae heart of our
motherland!
Carmichael, Zrotaher Carmichael!
RATHER DIE THAIl BE ELAVES®
Tado Hzuyen
Associaticn of Students Fngaged in
Literary and Art work
(From "Songs of Those ‘larching Onward",
published by the Saigon Students Union,
1966-1967 -- Original text publicly
distributed awong Saijon students).

Translated by Tran Van Chuong
fugust 1967
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A Symposium
BLACK POWER
Its Meaning and Measure

Editor’s Note:

i i

so, what are the practical alternatives to it?
o

reacted as they did to the term?

We think that the racial situation in this country has reached a
critical point long predicted by a line of writers from W. E. B.
Du Bois to James Baldwin and Lerone Bennett Jr., and we feel
that thoughtful consideration now must be given to the nature
and direction of the struggle against ractsm. NEGRO DIGEST invited
the following dozen people, all contributors to the magazine at
one time or other, to comment on the following two questions in
the belief that their ideas will be clarifying and provocative:

1. Is the Civil Rights Movement at the crossroads?—And, if

W hat is your own reaction to the term, “Black Power,” and
why do you feel the national press and the white public

e e P T e e T T

JULIAN BORD

e b ot AT T

Julian Bond is the former communi-
cations director for the Student Non- ©

has twice been elected a representative
to the Georgia Legislature and twice
been refused his seat by the over-
whelming vote of white legislators.
Mr. Bond’s crime in the eyes of his
white peers is his support of a SNCC
statement opposing the warin Vietnam.

20 November 1966 NEGRO DIGEST
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2:e> "% ACK POWER, as de-

Ge scribed by its initiator,
2) B 5 Stokely C?rmich;cl,

¢) Chairman of the Stu-
X@uw®R 4ont Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee (SNCC), is
both a slogan and a political and
psychological technique. As a slo-
gan it has the value that others do;
but as a technique for achieving
change and rallying together the
most powerless groups in American
socicty—the Negro poor—it has
cnormous potential.

The national reaction to both the
slogan and technique has been di-
rected, for the most part, by advo-
cates of a counter position in the
white and Negro communities,

(Continued on page 81)

those who are spokesmen for.
“white fright.”

Contending for the national title
as leading spokesman for the
“white fright” advocates is Eugene
Patterson, editor of the Atlanta
Constitution. Believing, as do most
“white frighters,” that Negro mili-
tancy equals riots, rape, and in a
favorite phrase of “white fright”
supporters “irreparable harm to the
Negro movement,” the Constitu-
tion under Patterson has devoted
almost more editorial space in re-
cent weeks to denouncing “Black
Power” than he has to supporting
his paper’s hawkish position on the
Vietnam war.

It is too easy to characterize the

EUGENE WALTON

Eugene Walton is an employee of the
Postmaster General’s office in Wash-
ington and a former member of the.
United States Information Service staff
in Nigeria. Holder of a Doctor of Pub-
lic Administration degree from the
University of Southern California, he
has an extensive background in ad- -
ministrative research and teaching. He

lives in Silver Spring, Md. =

In an article published in these
pages in 1963 (“The New Chal-
lenge Facing Negro Leaders,”
March, 1963) it was observed that
“. . . the thing that distinguishes
successful from unsuccessful social
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movements is that the leaders of
the former are more alert to recog-
nizing new challenges and direct-
ing their energies toward meeting
them.” After predicting success for
the civil rights movement on the

T T BT e



https://follotci.ng

judicial-legislative front, the writer
defined the new challenge facing
Negro leaders as “. . . the build-
ing of pride, self-respect and self-
estcem, and confidence of Negroes
as a group. . . ."

Such advice was not taken then

(1963) and probably won’t be
taken now, but The Challenge is
still present and the recent disrup-
tions in the civil rights movement
over the term “Black Power”
clearly indicate that the need is
more urgent than ever and that Ne-

(Continued on page 82)
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. -PPARENTLY, the
- Civil Rights Move-
; . ment has now reached
<~ -5 apoint wherein the old
* =77~ ways of doing things
can no longer disguise the fact that
our present tactics cannot budge
the immovable stumbling block—
white America’s rigid determina-
tion to keep black Americans in
their place—which most of our
leaders have long pretended would
give way in only a matter of time.

The only alternative to the Civil
Rights Movement itself, it seems
to me, would be stagnation, or riots,
and smore riots. 1 think that what

s

. AHITA R. CORHWELL

Anita Cornwell is a free lance writer
living in Philadelphia and a regular
contributor of fiction and essays to
NEGRO DiGEsT. She is the author of two
novels, much of a third, and a collee-
tion of essays, all presently unpub-
lished. A former employee of the State
Department of Public Welfare in
Pennsylvania, Miss Cornwell is a grad-
uate of Temple University.

we really need is a complete re-
evaluation of the aims and methods
of most of our civil rights organiza-
tions. Also, I believe it is long past
time when we should stop pointing
to the token gains made by the few
amongst us and turn our full at-
tention to the plight of the deprived
and relentlessly oppressed many.

I think, too, that we must stop
deluding ourselves with the belief
that there are “many white people
of good will” who are eagerly stand-
ing by to help in our all-out fight
for complete equality. That there
are some white people of good will
cannot be denied, but it should be
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obvious to all black folk by now
that such white folk are few and far
between.

If we are ever to find any solu-
tion to our increasingly intolerable
situation, we must go to the people
themselves, to our unfortunate
brothers and sisters left behind in
the shanties and the shacks and
the teeming ghettos, and listen to
their ideas, for only those who face
thc enemy qua enemy on a daily
basis can really know the magni-
tude of the battle that lies ahead.
And only they can really know how
they want to conduct their fight.

And 1 believe this is precisely

what SNCC has been doing, and
why, directly or otherwise, it has
come up with the term “Black Pow-
er.” I believe this is SNCC’s way
of trying to inculcate in black peo-
ple the idea that if we are to sur-
vive, we must, somehow, gain a
sense of solidarity and rid ourselves
of the old feelings of helplessness
and inferiority that have always
paralyzed us in America. '

That SNCC has really hit upon
something can be readily ascer-
tained by the instant and over-
whelming hostility shown by the
national press and a majority of
those in the white community to-

(Continued on page 83)

COHRAD KENT RIVERS

Conrad Kent Rivers is a poet and a
high school teacher who lives in Chi-
cago and commutes to nearby Gary,
Indiana. His poems have appeared in
numerous anthologies and journals,
including NEGro Dicest. Mr. Rivers
also has an avid interest in lheatre,
and has both produced and acled in

theatre pro;ecls in Chlcago :
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@-"% 'HE current crisis facing
the civil rights move-
é Il 5 ment has the quality of
death written in char-
KCurOi acters of blood, fire,

and self-destruction. It is a killer
stalking human prey—and finding
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only Americans without hearts, re-
ligion, intellect or democracy.
The American dream is failing,
so to speak, and “Americans” are
proving to be just plain white peo-
ple living a democratic lie in a
non-democratic society. “Ameri-




cans” are proving by their actions
that they are psychologically in-
capable of developing a native and
original multi-racial culture.
America has become a land of
guilt-ridden, illiterate and fearful
proletarians. White men and black
men have failed to discover each
other. White mothers fear for their
daughters. Black mothers fear for
fear of their husbands. Amalgama-
tion is not a concept but a condem-
nation. To a nation tall and tense,
such is the stupid dread of a Chris-
tian society. A nation of Christians
spitting on priests and nuns and Ne-
groes. Here is the sad evidence of
another Rome in ashes, but Nero

e

is a realtor heard in the choir op
Sunday mornings. Nero is a white
home-owner or businessman stand-
ing against the windy sunlight look-

ing for Cleopatra in the ghetto, |
Nero is the black man afraid to!
give up his belly needs for his dig- |

nity.

This land of Lincoln and Du
Bois cries for inter-racial hot blood
as a monument to its stupidity. In
spite of all the prophets, in spite of
all the warnings and sincere whites
and blacks, we shall not overcome
unless a black-white Jesus arises or
Willie Mays picks up a gun instead
of a bat. The alternative is blood
or blessedness, everything or noth-

(Continued on page 83)

> "ES, fortunately, the
}j civil rights movement
& is at the crossroads.
S0, c< The promise of inte-

- gration, bleached
white by leaders who had all but
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STERLIIiG STUCKEY

Sterling Stuckey is chairman of The
Amistad Society, perhaps the most
vital of the independent associations
concerned with extending knowledge
and appreciation of Negro history. A
teacher, as well as historian and writer,
Mr. Stuckey has taken the message to
students at the University of Illinois
and to the semi-illiterates of the Deep
South.

dropped the word “black” from
their vocabularies, has been blown
sky high over the past few years.
(It is well, for there had not been a
meaningful formulation of the con-
cept since the days of W.E.B. Du-
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Bois.) Indeed, the fuse was lit by a
society which, alternating between
overt racism, pathological silence
and half-way measures, has dem-
onstrated anew that its education is
a failure, its human instincts mon-
strous and its version of the life the
country has led hallucinatory.

Is it not now clear that nonvio-
lence has been utterly rejected by
black people trapped in the ghetto-
prisons of the North? The rebel-
lious inmates, the charred build-
ings, the pillaged shop:s, and .thc
anonymity of eminent integration-
ists on pacifying missions testify to
this. In fact, a new militancy moved
black men, women and children in

the Wattses, Harlems and Chicagos
of the land to lash out against white
property and the defenders of white
power, constituting, however much
civil rights leaders deny or fear it,
the first revolutionary activity
among black people in this century.
No one knows how, when, or where
the next explosion will occur. No
one knows if an organization will
emerge with the imagination, will
and dedication required to shape,
direct and rationalize the anger
which has burst to the surface. We
are at a highly fluid point in history.

In sum, for all the Civil Rights
movement has accomplished in
dramatizing racism in America, the

(Continued on page 84) .
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BROOKS JOHHSON
Brooks Johnson is one of the most -
versatile of NEcro DicEsST'S regular
contributors, A former track star who
traveled over much of the world in

meeis and exhibitions, he also is a jazz
enthusiast, an avid reader, and a writer
. of growing depth and power. He is -
associated with Sports International
ent in Wash-

HE>™XY opinion js that the
g ? civil rights movement

%M 5 is not at the cross-

9 ¢) roads per se. The very
5CruraOi nature of the move-

ment itself dictates that crisis be-
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come an integral and accepted part
of its existence. What the civil
rights movement is after is a chance
for black Americans to share in the
power and the privileges which
have previously been allocated to

¢ et




the whites and a Negro élite. It is
a struggle to get the powerful and
the privileged to relinquish their

incquitable grip and let pcople in

Amcrica share in the wealth and
potential of America as Americans
and not as Negroes, Jews, Orien-
tals, Puerto Ricans and WASPs.
As Kenneth Clark states in The
Negro American, “No group of
human beings can easily and gra-
ciously give up power and privi-
lege. Such change can only come
through conflict and anguish and
the ever-present threat of retro-

gression.” Being an underdog, mi-
nority movement, civil rights is
constantly subjected to emcigen-
cies and pressures, and crisis is
never any further away than the
next confrontation with whites, the
next split in “leadership” or the
fight against racism itself becom-

ing racist.
Having witnessed the Civil
Rights Movement survive both

near-defeats and defeats, I can only
state that the fervor and determina-
tion for a successful resolution to
the blight of racial inequality is so

(Continued on page 86)
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= to understand why,
you have to go back to
the late 1950’s, before the term
“Black Power” became popular.
During the latter half of the decade
and into the early 1960’s, a combi-
nation of historical developments

-

ﬂ;j;;;mgt ~ FRAHCIS WARD

Francis Ward is an associate editor
of JET magazine in Chicago. A native
of Atlanta, Ga., he did undergraduate
work at Morehouse College and earned
+ “° - | amaster’s degree in Journalism from
:  Syracuse University. A researcher,
he formerly worked for Facts on File
in New York. Mr. Ward occasionally
writes book reviews for NEGRO DIGEST.

—dissolution of European empires
in Asia and Africa, the Castro rev-
olution in Cuba, the sit-ins and
Freedom Rides in the South, the
burgeoning peace movement
among others—produced a class of
impatient young rebels who were
grossly intolerant of the gap be-
tween America’s preachments and
practices.
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Among these youthful radicals
were Stokely Carmichael, Marion
Barry and John Lewis, all leaders
of SNCC at one time; Mario Savio
and Bettina Aptheker, student
leaders at Berkeley; Clark Kissin-
ger, Tom Hayden, Bob Ross and
other leaders of Students for a
Democratic Society.

Essentially, these radicals are
telling America to practice what
she preaches or suffer the conse-
quences in the arena of world poli-
tics. In the civil rights movement,
the leaders of SNCC and CORE,
heavily influenced by the develop-

ments referred to, have split off
from the more conservative
NAACP, National Urban League
and SCLC because the traditional
methods of change have not closed
the gap between theory and prac-
tice fast enough.

At the heart of the schism are
these burning questions, the an-
swers to which will largely deter-
mine in which camp the masses of
black people will enlist and, thusly,
which road the Movement will take
from here on.

1) Can the Movement tolerate
such a deep split at a time when

(Continued on page 88)

NATHAN HARE

Nathan Hare is a professor in the
Department of Sociology and Anthro-
pology at Howard University. He is
the author of one book, The Black
Anglo-Saxons, and is at work on an-
other. A native of Oklahoma, where
he knew few Negroes of any kind and
no “big city” Negroes at all, Professor
Hare turned down a post at a big West-
ern university to be among “bloods”

at Howard.
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7, question of whether

3
(5 the civil rights move-
$i0o<0sz Ment 15 “at the cross-

) roads” is painfully pre-
tentious. It implies that the civil
rights caravan was at one point

traveling along some illustrious
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highway to a man-tanned Mecca
or a jet-black Jerusalem but now
has been blocked temporarily by
some traffic jam at an unanticipated
intersection.

There is, to be sure, a traffic jam
of sorts at the leadership level. Wit-
ness leaders stumbling over one an-

27




other for the mike during the Mere-
dith March—King darting to and
fro to retrieve the spotlight cap-
tured now and again by some other
leader with tendencies toward ac-
tually leading instead of corraling
the marchers—and, although a be-
mused and whey-eyed white poet
has been moved to write a book
posing the question, Who Speaks
for the Negro?, probably nobody,
including the barber, really knows
for sure.

It is a black day—your pardon,
a white day, if it’s that bad—in the

history of the Negro's struggle when
they must picket an ancient cere-
mony of the daughter of a man of
poor white Texas stock now pom-
pously walking the tightrope—de-
spite propaganda to the contrary—
of all puppets occupying the White
House. This is on top of June’s gi-
gantic farce where Negroes, fre-
quently those who whimper in their
own backyards, went whining down
a highway in Mississippi (what
thousands of puzzled Negro by-
standers accused of laxity in the

(Continued on page 89)
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"@J“@.«OT only thé Civil

?N Rights Movement, but

the entire United
States, is at the cross-

%‘@" roads. Negroes will no
longer live on the periphery of the
country they are expected to live
and die for. Whites must decide

whether it is better to share the
country with all of its citizens or to

1
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face continual disruption of “busi-
ness as usual,” resulting in deteri-
oration of all phases of American
life.

For our Negro leaders, who are
fast losing their following, there
could be no better rallying cry than
“Black Power.” Instead of hysteri-
cally denouncing this cry, the civil
rights organizations should grasp
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the opportunity to harness the en-
ergy of those who have lost hope
and are floundering in violence,
and to channel this unused and un-
developed power into constructive
and practical effort toward eco-
nomic power, political power, edu-
cational power, the power to pro-

tect ourselves from physical and
emotional harm, the inner power
that comes with self-esteem, the
power to develop to full stature as
human beings.

The white press is, as usual, at-
tempting to create the situation it
ostensibly seeks to prevent—an ex=

(Continued on page 93)

RONALI] FAIR

Ronald Fair is a novelist who lives
and works in Chicago. His two pub-
lished books are Many Thousands
Gone and Hog Butcher, the latter re-
leased just last September. A trained
court reporter, Mr. Fair devoted his
evenings to producing his first novel, a
forceful fantasy about life in Missis-
sippi. Hog Butcher opens a window on

life in the South Side ghetto.

: -"5('-5')HE day the civil rights
j 7 movement began it
'éT g was at the crossroads.
O And that day, by the

way, was not the day
the proud black lady refused to get
up from her seat on the bus. It
was the day the first black slaves
said “no” to his slave owner, and
that was nearly 400 years ago. The
black man’s fight for human rights
has never been such a socially ac-
ceptable thing as it is today, but it
has always been in motion, even
though it sometimes manifested it-
self as no more of a nuisance than
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a fly on the back of a rhinoceros.

The thing that amazes me about
the whole civil rights movement,
though, and my black brothers and
sisters, is that we have been able
to strip ourselves of our condition-
ing and see a reality that our white
countrymen have not yet begun to
see. We have, though existing
within the framework of this most
hostile society, dedicated to the
perpetuation of black men as in-
ferior beings (and make no mis-
take about it, this society is, in fact,
dedicated, rorally—perhaps even
at the risk of destroying the world

PR -




" —to the principle that the black
man will nor be equal), been able
to rise above our negative condi-
tioning and, at this very moment,
although perhaps they don't de-
serve it, we are plotting the course
of saving the whole goddamn
world.

What thrills me about us is our
tremendous stamina. Even though
they infiltrate the ranks of some of
our best organizations and render
them almost totally ineffective, an-
other organization is born every
time they hamper the established

one, and that organization fights
even more vigorously than the par-
ent group.

And while it lives in its effective
state, it slashes away at the injus-
tice about us and brings us still
closer to the goals that we will
attain because we are not only
black and beautiful, but we are
the children of the most oppressed
of our times and we are the ones
who are aware of injustice and
we are the ones who will right
all the wrongs perpetrated against
us and our ancestors and we are

(Contint.ed on page 94)
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DUDLEY RAHDALL

Dudley Randall is a librarian with
the Wayne County (Detroit) Library
Syvstem and editor-publisher of the
Broadside series. A poet, Mr. Randall
also writes short stories and articles,
and examples of his poems, stories,
articles and reviews appear regularly

in NEcro DIGEST.

21@>*r< 3 HE fact that CORE and

9 SNCC have taken dif-
é) T » ferent roads from the
Lz c) NAACP, the Urban
“Cou<O3 | eague, and SCLC
does not lead me to believe that the
civil rights movement as a whole is
at a crossroads, where one road can
Jead to success and the other to
disaster. The older organizations

are continuing in the way they have
always taken, using legal tech-
niques, moral persuasion, non-vio-
lent demonstrations, and coopera-
tion with whites.

There has been a tendency in the
two younger organizations to de-
velop grass-roots leadership and
power, a tendency which is now
coming to the fore. Instead of tak-
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ing one road, the civil rights move-
ment is taking two roads. In my
opinion, this is a good thing, as the
problem of racism cannot be solved
by any panacea. It needs to be at-
tacked on a variety of fronts, by
whatever tactics is most effective
in a given situation.

Our leaders have used too much
energy in fighting and criticizing
each other. From the utterances of
some of them, it would seem that
other Negro leaders are greater ene-
mies to the civil rights movement
than white bigots. Every one has
his favorite solution, strategy, and

tactics, but that does not mean that
other tactics and approaches are "
not effective and should not be
used.

I would not consider the civil
rights movement to be at a cross-
roads, because if direct political ac-
tion fails, there is still the alterna-
tive of legal and persuasive tech-
niques employed by the older or-
ganizations. If these methods prove
ineffectual, there are the techniques
of political and economic mobiliza-
tion already adopted by the other
two organizations.

I think we should beware of ex-

(Continued on page 95)

JOHH 0. KILLENS

John O. Killens has delivered to his
publishers the manuscript of his third
novel, Sippi. The distinguished author
of Youngblood, And Then We Heard
the Thunder and Black Man’s Burden
refuses to play the Great Man role,
directs his art and his energies toward
strengthening the nation’s moral fiber.
He is in his second year as writer-in-

residence at Fisk University.

OMEONE has said that

the Civil Rights Move-

S ment in the summer of
1966 with its “nonvio-

lent” marches and its
demonstrations had reached the
Crossroads. I believe it would be
more accurately descriptive of the

NEGRO DIGEST November 1966 .

situation to say that the Movement
had reached a dead-end. It was
time for a fundamental change of
tactics.

The Supreme Court of the United
States had spoken more than a dec-
ade earlier. All those “magnifi-
cent” Civil Rights bills had been
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. passed or were on the verge of

pissage. Many middle class Ne-
grocs and white liberals hailed
these “landmarks™ as evidence that
at long last America was ready to
sct a place at the table of the Great
Feast for her black sons and daugh-
ters so that they too might eat high
on that gargantuan hog known as
the Great Society.

From the narrow point of view of
the black middle class, things were
a little better—for the black middle
class, that is. The white establish-
ment had enough affluence now and
cnough sagacity and audacity to in-
tegrate most of them and at least let
them sit at the foot of the table. By
the time the platter got down to
them. only the leavings were left,
but at least they were at long last
at the table, and in substantial num-
bers. And the leavings in Collier
Heights in Atlanta and in Shaker
Heights in Ohio and on Long Island
and in Westchester, and in Crown
Heights in Brooklyn, were, we will
admit, some fair-de-middling leav-
ings.

This “new” approach constituted
a definite departure from the Es-
tablishment’s time-tested tactic of
“tokenism.” Notwithstanding, the
French have a saying (apropos to
the situation) which, translated
into English, means roughly: “The
more things change the more they
remain the same.”

The price the black middle class
was called upon to pay was to be-
come an amorphous group without
roots or culture, dependent entire-
ly on the whims and quirks and ex-
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pediences of the white cstablish-
ment. In a word, they were to be-
come white men in black skins.
They were required to sever any
and all conncctions with the Ne-
gro masses, an act many of them
were very happy to actomplish,
since they had never looked upon
their Negro-ness as a thing of any
intrinsic value.

At a time when the unity of black
people was an absclute essential
for achieving liberation, many of
the black middle class were ready
to throw in the towel. The struggle
was over as far as many of them
were concerned. The black middle
class scemed to think that what
they ate made the black masses fat,
and that when they prospered, the
black masses prospered, automati-
cally and inevitably.

Meanwhile, the gap between the
black millions and the black middle
class steadily widened at a rate
alarming to those who were serious-
ly concerned with achieving eco-
nomic, political and psychological
freedom for the majority of black
people. This should have been
(and was) anticipated by some,
since it was becoming increasingly
clear that the white establishment
never had any intention of integrat-
ing the black masses. Even as the
country boasted of a great and pros-
perous society, conditions in black
ghettos of the great cities and in the
southern backwoods worsened.
Thus, we had reached not a cross-
roads, but a deadend in the Racial
crisis.

So now, in the waning months of
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1966, the question is posed: Is
there an alternate route? I think
there is. I have for a long time
thought that there were many roads
to the Promised Land, and the
tragic thing is that we have sent all
our forces down a single highway,
and not even the main one, but a
detour. 1 believe the main highway
to black liberation is through a total
unification and galvanization of

black strength throughout the na-

tion, and that nothing short of this
will achieve the victory. The strug-
gle for “integration” is pure sham
if we do not go to the Integration
Table prepared to negotiate from
strength. Black strength. Block
by block in the teeming cities, plan-
tation by plantation in the southern
backwoods and the countryside,
black folk must be organized for an
assault upon the holy citadels of
white power.

Integration comes after libera-
tion, A slave cannot integrate with
his master. In the whole history of
revolts and revolutions, “integra-
tion” has never been the main slo-
gan of a revolution. The op-
pressed’s fight is to free himself
from his oppressor, not to integrate
with him. Integration is the step
after freedom, when the freedman
makes up his own mind as to
whether he wishes to integrate with
his former master. For integration
to have any real meaning other than
re-enslavement for the former slave
the former slave must approach
this decision (to be, or not to be, a
part of the Great Society) based on
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a position of strength. All else is

total, hat-in-hand abjection. “Here

am 1 old massa, take me.”

Thus the concept of “Black
Power” or “Black Consciousness”
is an idea whose day has come.
It is not a new idea, but it is an idea
that the situation requires, yes, de-
mands. This concept calls upon us
black folk to unify our strength,
politically, economically, psycho-
logically and culturally. It calls
upon us to write our own history,
create our own myths and legends.
Washington and Jefferson do not
belong to our black children. They
are not the founding fathers of
black Americans; they are not our
legendary heroes; they were our
people’s slavemasters. No amount
of falsification of history can dis-
guise this fact. Our legendary
heroes are Nat Turner, Frederick
Douglass, Denmark Vesey, Harriet
Tubman, Sojourner Truth, white
John Brown, and red Sitting Bull,
These and many more are our he-
roes, and most of us have never
heard of them.

Black Consciousness carries with
it, of course, the right of self-
defense. Men are not free unless
they affirm the right to defend
themselves. Frederick Douglass un-
derstood this more than a century
ago. Understood it profoundly out
of his own life’s experience. Re-
flecting on the time he turned upon
Covey, a cruel slavebreaker, who
flogged him daily and worked him
past endurance and kept him on
starvation rations (one day Doug-
lass turned on Covey and soundly
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thrashed him), Douglass writes:
“This battle with Mr. Covey was
the turning point in my career. I
was a changed being after that
fight. 1 was nothing before. 1 was
a man now . . . with a renewed
determination to be a free man . . .
The gratification afforded by the
triumph was a full compensation
for whatever else might follow,
cven death itself. . . . I now re-
solved that, however long 1 might
remain a slave in form, the day had
passed when I could be a slave in
Facts e e i

“Black Power” is not an advo-
cacy of violence. It advocates non-
violence, but in depth. It keeps
evervbody nonviolent. It stays the
hunds of the practitioners of vio-
icnce. “Nonviolence™ which denies
the right of self-defense, encour-
«g2s and precipitates violence on
the part of the practitioners. We
black folk have a deep need to de-
fend ourselves. Indeed we have an
obligation. We must teach the
brutalizers how it feels to be bru-
talized. We must teach them that
it hurts. They’ll never know un-
less we teach them.

Black Consciousness means plac-
ing less stress on moving into white
neighborhoods and putting more
creative energy into changing our
own neighborhoods from citadels
of despair into monuments of hope.
It means that all the Harlems of
the U.S.A, should be in the hands

of Harlemites. This is the starting
place for black liberation. To cre-
ate black politicians answerable to
black constituents and not to the
white bosses downtown. Black
teachers and principals in charge
of our public schools, in charge of
shaping the lives of black children
and giving them some sense of
pride and dignity and beauty in
their blackness. Of course, the
teachers will have to undergo a
great deal of de-brainwashing,
since many of them are as con-
temptuous of black children as are
most of the white teachers, of whom
they are but terribly bad imitations.

Black Power works toward the
day when black folk will control
the economic destinies of their
communities. It seems to me there
need be no strong schism at this
moment between the advocates of
black power and the “black bour-
geoisie.” If one of the principal
tene: _f Black Consciousness is
economic power, the starting place
is with the black middle class. May
their tribes increase. Black power
advocates are no present danger to
them. One of the great dangers,
clear and present, is the steadily
growing chasm between the black
middle class and the black masses,
and he who contributes to this
widening gap, plays into the hands
of the white establishment.

Why is there this tremendous re-
action from the white establishment
to this “new” concept of black
power? And why is there this vio-
lent paranoiac reaction from the
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oor white man? Let us consider
the latter first. That is, the poor
white man. He neced not feel
threatened. He has nothing that
Black Consciousness wants. Fun-
damentally, he is as powerless as
the black man. The only thing he
has that black men lack is his white
skin, and that is the one thing
Black Power does not want. Black
Consciousness affirms the dignity
of blackness. Affirms the beauty of
our blackness. But the white estab-
lishment, in which all the power is
vested, does have cause to worry,
because the black man’s aim is to
retake the power stolen from him
centuries ago.

Some white politicians are cer-
twinly threatened. The white leeches
in the ghetto are threatened, those
who feed upon the ghetto’s misery.
Power has to come from some-
where, since it does not create it-
~clf out of a vacuum. Therefore,
bluck power must necessarily weak-
¢n the stranglehold of the white
power structure, especially in the
black communities. This, then, is
‘what the jumping up and down is
all about. It isn’t that the members
of the white establishment do not
understand the implications of
Black Power and Black Conscious-
ness. On the contrary. it is pre-
cisely because it understands more
deeply than do many of us black
folk.

Bedford Stuyvesant in Brooklyn
has 400,000 black citizens and has
never enjoyed black representation
in the Congress of the United
States. The white persons repre-
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senting Bedford Stuyvesant now
arc threatened by the concept of
Bluck Power. The same can be
said for many areas in the northern
cities and in the rural areas of the
South, and every other place where
black folk outnumber white folk.
For if Black Power means anything
at all, it means “One man, one
vote.” It means an end to taxatio

without representation. )

Black Consciousness also threat-
ens the power of some gentlemen in
the trade union establishment. Yes,
there are some unions, even some
“progressive” ones, whose leader-
ship is white and entrenched and
whose membership down through
the years has become almost en-
tirely black. Yet, this black mem-
bership is not reflected in the top-
level leadership. Hence we have
white presidents of black unions.
Undoubtedly, some of these white
men have given able leadership.
Notwithstanding, the days of Great
White Fatherism are numbered on
this earth. and these leaders (good,
bad and indifferent) must be classi-
fied as being among the last of the
Great White Fathers.

There has been no parallel in
history to the Negro experience in
the U.S.A. American slavery and
the slave trade were undoubtedly
the cruclest episodes in the entire
history of man’s inhumanity to
man. By comparison, Roman and
Egyptian slavery were humanitar-
ian experiments. Considering all
the carnage connected with the
Slave Trade, the 60 to 70 million
lives lost in the Middle Passage;




" considering the physical brutality
connected with the plantation life
during the days of American slav-
ery, the injury and brutality inflict-
ed upon the minds and souls and
personalities of black folk were the
cruclest aspects of American Slav-
ery the most diabolical and de-
liberate.

The white ancestry of this coun-
try took a great and prideful peo-
ple and brought them in chains
across a mighty ocean, thousands
of miles from the Jand of their fa-
thers; broke up their families and
clans and tribes; robbed them of
their Janguage; broke their person-
alities down bit by bit, and forged
ithem into “niggers.” Crueler still,
they made black men believe they
themselves  were  “niggers”, and
therefore deserving of their lot as
slaves.

It has been a long tedious jour-
ney from slavery to this place, this
moment in the last part of the
Twentieth Century. Far, far too
many of us still regard ourselves as
“niggers.” But, as we have men-
tioned before, one of the main
tasks of Black Consciousness is to
affirm the beauty of our blackness,
to see beauty in black skin and
thick lips and broad nostrils and
kinky hair; to rid our vocabulary
of “good hair” and “high yaller”
and our medicine cabinets of
bleaching creams. To de-niggerize
ourselves is a key task of Black
Consciousness. To rid the world
of niggers is the Black Man’s
Burden.

EL

And now, we want to proclaim:
Black Consciousness is not racism.
It is uncquivocably anti-racist. Its
firm dedication is to rid the world
of racism. Black Consciousness
does not teach hatred; it teaches
love. But it teaches us that love,
like charity, must begin at home;
that it must begin with ourselves,
our beautiful black selves. It ad-
vocates a love so powerful that it
will settle for nothing short of love
in return. Therefore, it does not
advocate unrequited love, which is
a sick bit under any guise or cir-
cumstance. Most black folk bave
no need to love those who would
spit on them or practice genocide
against them. '

Furthermore, in the present con-
frontation, love and hate are total
irrelevances. Profound love can
only exist between equals. Gener-
ally speaking, a slave cannot love
his master. Any slave who does is
out of his mind, his cotton-picking
mind. But masters have always
needed to believe in the myth of the
“loyal slave,” the “loving slave.”
Hence, the myths of “Uncle Tom”
and “Gunga Din” and “Aunt Je-
mima were pure figments of the
white man’s wish fulfillment, some
black folks historically have felt an
obligation to act out the image, to
play the “coon” role according to
the script written by the Great
White Fathers. Some of us still
have a need to play the role. Cor-
respondingly, most white people
today demand that black folk either
Jove them or hate them, so long as
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they do not profess indifference to
them. There is this pathetic need
in most white Americans for the
black man to be obsessed with
them, one way or the other.
Finally, Black Consciousness
understands that the “nigger,” hav-
ing been invented to justify Amer-
ican slavery, ultimately became the
rationale for colonizing three
quarters of the human race. Thus
there evolved two kinds of homo
sapiens on this earth—exploiter
and exploited, a master race of
white men and a subservient race
of “niggers.” Thus evolved such
concepts as the “White Man’s
Burden™ and the “noble savage.”
Our mutual heritage with the peo-
ple of Africa, and even on a broad-
cr basis, our mutual experiences
with all the colored peoples of the

world vis-a-vis
create a bond between us and col-
ored people everywhere.

Black Consciousness proclaims
that our struggle for liberation is a
part of the great Revolution sweep-
ing the entire world, a Rcvolution
against all the Great White Fathers
in every nook and corner of this
earth. In this context we black
Americans are no longer a “minor-
ity” but a part of that vast majority
of humanity yearning to be free
and struggling with every ounce of
their strength to throw off the
blackman’s burden and the yoke of
white supremacy. We are a part of
that fellowship of the disinherited
which will surely inherit the earth
in this century. We are dues paying
members in the Brotherhood of
Blackness.

=

FGGIJS (Cont'd. from p. 19)
feet, four inch, 200-pound frame,
and his sense of humor and of the
ridiculous is disarming. “Emotion-
al rejection of white people is no
solution to anything,” he says. “We
ought never descend to the level of
hate that would blind us against the
individual humanity of all men.”

~ But his words are no mere plat-
itudes, and his sight remains fo-
cused on essentials. “Negroes in
this country must have an econom-
ic base of operations . . . A con-
Sftousness has to develop wherein
Negroes have a sensitivity to their
Consumer power over against the
tconomic success of white mer-
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chants . . . Militarily, we have no
power against exploiting business-
es, but morally, we have the right
to walk away from (boycott)
them, which is what Operation
Breadbasket is all about.”

Is nonviolence bankrupt?>—The
Rev. Mr. Jackson smiles. He points
to the recent series of Open Occu-
pancy Marches sponsored by
CCCO-SCLC through all-white
Chicago neighborhoods. “The po-
lice got those blue helmets to pro-
tect them in clashes with Negroes,”
he says, “but they ended up bat-
tling violent white people instead.”
It is the Kind of irony the young
minister can appreciate,

the white man, -
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not hear the volt, nor did he see
the mystery behind Probe’s first
statement on the afro-horn. He had
closed his eyes, trying to capture
or elude the panthers of the music,
but he had no eyes. He did not
feel Ron slump against him. Strands
of Tasha’s hair were matted on a
button of Ron’s jacket, but she did
not move when he slumped. Some-
thing was hitting them like waves,
like shock waves . . .

Before his mind went black, Jan
recalled the feeling when his father
had beat him for playing “with a
nigger!” and later he allowed the
feeling to merge with his dislike of
white people. When he fell, his
case hit the floor and opened, re-
vealing a shiny tenor saxophone
that gleamed and vibrated in the
freedom of freedom.

Ron’s sleep had been quick, like
the rush of post-hypnotic sugges-
tions. He dropped Tasha’s hand,
slumped, felt the wall give (no, it
was the air), and he fell face-for-

ward across a table, his heart silent
in respect for truer vibrations,

The musicians stood. The horn
and Probe drew up the shadows
now from the audience. A child
climbed upon the chords of sound,
growing out of the circle of the
womb, searching with fingers and
then with motive and as the volume
of the music increased—penetrat-
ing the thick callousness of the
Irishman twirling his stick outside
of black flesh—the musicians
walked off, one by one, linked to
Probe’s respectful nod at each and
his quiet pronouncement of their
names. He mopped his face with
a blue cloth.

“What’s the matter here?”

“Step aside folks!”

“These people are unconscious!”

“Look at their faces!”

“They’re dead.”

“Dead?”

‘What happened?”

“Dead?” :

“It’s true then. It’s true . . .”

e

Henry Dumas, author of the story, “Will The Circle Be Unbroken?”,
is a student at Rutgers University and a part-time teacher. His stories
and poems have appeared in NEGRO DIGEST, as well as in The American
Weave, Umbra and The Rotarian. He also was editor of the university
literary magazine Untitled and of another literary magazine called

Mosaic.
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opponents of “Black Power” as
weak-kneed moderates or even as
clever “divide and conquer” ma-
nipulators who aim at destroying
the surface unity that exists among
the various Negro civil rights
groups.

The “white fright” position is
basically that American whites
have admittedly been brutal and
oppressive with 400 years of white
power; therefore, Black Power will
mean that Negroes will be brutal
and oppressive “if they ever get the
upper hand.”

This masochistic wishful think-
ing (both deplored and welcomed
as proof of the incompetency of
Negro militants) springs from a de-
sire to eliminate the militant—and
therefore uncontrollable — sectors
of the Negro movement. It amounts
to little more than a refinement of
the McCarthy era’s Red-baiting
techniques and might well be called
“Black-baiting.”

But the best analysis of the
“white fright” condition—and its
reaction to “Black Power”—has
come, strangely enough, from a
white, metropolitan daily newspa-
per, the Boston Herald, whose lead
editorial, ““Reexamining Black
Power,” on July 9, 1966 reads:

Black Power has claimed its first two
victims. They are Vice President Hu-
bert Humphrey and Roy Wilkins, ex-
ecutive secretary of the NAACP.
Both men, honored veterans of the
civil rights movement, succumbed,
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(Continued from page 2I)

temporarily at least, to the most an-
cient of maladies; the inability to ad-
just to a new idea.

The editorial described Hum-
phrey’s criticism of Black Power as
“racism” and “apartheid” and gave
Wilkin's description of Black Pow-
er as “Black death.”

It went on to say, “we find noth-
ing subversive in (SNCC Chair-
man Stokely) Carmichael’s re-
marks. On the contrary,” says the
Herald “this type of thinking is
both practical and traditionally
American. ;

“Nor should the older genera-
tion of civil rights leaders object to
the young Negroes wanting to run
their own show with white men
supporting rather than dominating
the various organizations. This
should be interpreted as a sign of
maturity. It means that Negroes,
having won their legal rights under
the old system, are now ready to
work toward their goals under their
own leadership like any other mi-
nority. This, too, is traditional.
American history does not show
that the Irish were content to be led
by Yankees or that working men
were content to be led by their
employees.

“In short, we are suggesting that
the older generation of civil rights
leaders avoid the mistakes of Hu-
bert Humphrey and Roy Wilkins
and resist the urge to panic at the
sound of Black Power.”

e,
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The editorial ends with a warn-
ing to both white and Negro advo-
cates of “white fright.”

“We suggest that the older civil
rights generation reexamine this
new concept of direct action and
concentrate on the more thoughtful
speeches of black power advocates.
These young men are surprisingly

realistic and are fully aware of both
their capabilities and their limita-
tions. And like it or not, they are
destined to be the doers of the new
era of civil rights. Whether they do
good or evil depends in part on
whether their predecessors encour-
age or repress them.”

TALTOR

gro leaders have but two options:
cither meet the challenge or be run
over by it!

The Civil Rights Movement is
indeed at the crossroads, but the
alternatives are not clearly defined.
One zlternative, and in some ways
the easy way out, is simply to go on
doing what it has been doing with
great success, namely getting more
laws passed, getting more favor-
able decisions handed down, and,
of course, seeking greater compli-
ance with the new edicts. This is
The Outside Approach—seeking
The Solution in terms of changing
the environment—the conditions
1lout thel'e.”

Another alternative, which may
be called The Inside Approach, lies
in turning inwards toward the Ne-
gro community itself and seeking
10 remove the psychic scars caused
by 300 years of degradations. The
Outside Approach calls for more
demonstrations and marches while
The Inside Approach, if tried,
would call for 2,000,000 eight-per-
son Self Analysis and Self Study

(Continued from page 22)

Groups, and borrowing from the
Sensitivity Training methods, 20,-
000,000 Negroes would face up to
the problems of identity, African
and slave heritage, their attitudes
toward blackness, and other prob-
lems of The Inside that prevents
the group from fully exploiting the
triumphs scored on The Outside.

The controversy surrounding
the slogan “Black Power,” besides
reminding us that the black mass-
es are over-ripe for anything that
approximates or imitates the group
therapy we have called The Inside
Approach, also reminds us how
easily the air is poisoned for these
kinds of efforts amongst Negroes.
The assumption seems to be that
anything that draws Negroes to-
gether in a heightened awareness
of their Negroness must be anti-
white and separatist. And the ir-
responsible, even silly, public state-
ments that are made by some Ne-
gro leaders don’t help the situation
any.

All of this points up the extraor-
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dinary sensitivity of building up
the spirit of His Dispossessed with-
out alienating many of the friends
of the Movement. But as difficult
as the task may be, it seems inevi-

table that the mainstream of the
Civil Rights Movement must face

this new challenge or see much of ~

its victories relative to The Outside
go for naught.

CORRWELL

ward this one, two-word slogan. To
be sure, it is more than just a slo-
gan, it is symbolic of a possible way
of life, a way of life that terrifies
the white American, even before it
is realized. For if we finally wake up
to the fact that we too have power,
we will no longer willingly play the
lackey for the white man, who will
then not only lose some of his self-

(Continued from page 22)

esteem when he loses his ancient
doormats, but this same white man
lives in constant fear that we will
some day enslave our former mas-
ters. :
That this idea is utterly irra-
tional is beside the point. After all,
if man were wholly rational, he
would never have been a bigot in
the first place, would he? .

~ RIVERS

ing. It is black, brown, and yellow
men against the Western sleep-
walker; and, at the same time, it is
the population asking the rest of
the human race to preserve human-
ity. Black men must take by any
means they can the blindfold from
justice. There are some wars in
which a careful disorderliness is
simply good tactics, and whoever
said that the so-called black revo-
lution is anything else but a war
against ignorance? Any man can
die or be destroyed for his coun-
try, but only a Negro, an American
Negro, there is no other, can save
it.

If Black Power causes fear, then
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(Continued from page 24)

black men obviously cause some-
thing profoundly deeper in the
minds of many white Americans.
Richard Wright wrote of black
power as a tool to be used by black -

.men everywhere for the sole pur-

pose of freeing themselves. Black
power is black powder unjamming
those solid mountains of white
power and hatred. Black power
may mean black people making de-
cisions and building strong pyra-
mids along the Vile banks of hate
in America. White America is not

aware of such dragon and sugges- -

tive language from the Negro Com-
munity. Black Toms have not used .
such humorless and truth-piercing
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phrases before. The outcries stem
from (to my mind) the fact that
white people have for so long put
their words into the mouths of Ne-

groes that they can't imagine the
coming of strong new voices un-
related to Marian Anderson or
Ralph Bunche, -

STUCKEY

status of millions of black people
has scarcely changed in half a cen-
tury. Practically batting zero in the
North, in the South the movement,
having for some time inspired great
courage and hope, is today yielding
blood and tokens. It is in this con-
text that the Civil Rights movement
is at the crossroads.

Any viable aliernative to the
movement must be based upon the
simple but revolutionary principle
that black people are fully capable
of leading blacks. This means that
the new movement for human
rights snusr depend on black people
for financi:® Jpport. a necessary
antidote to the sycophancy of black
leadership in the face of “liberal™
white moves toward defection
whenever the chips are down.
Doubtless the absence of large out-
lays of money will make it impos-
sible for expensive rights projects
to be conducted North or South,
but this is precisely what is desir-
able. The spiralling costs of the
Movement have long acted as a
brake on serious attempts to better
the lot of black people, often be-
cause leaders were not working on
programs designed to benefit the
majority of black people.

It is devoutly to be wished that a

(Continued from page 25)

decline in civil rights spectaculars
would put an end to the parasitic
relationship between fund-raising
and publicity-seeking, forcing black
leaders to set themselves the task
of organizing rank-and-file blacks
for political, economic and social
ends consistent with the interests of
black people. It is also hoped that,
unencumbered by the need to ap-
pease whites and exaggerate white
power, black leaders will never
again gallantly announce that black
people. because whites outnumber
them, should not fight back. (How
horrified Frederick Douglass, Da-
vid Walker, and Henry Highland
Garnet would be—not to mention
Gabriel Prosser, Denmark Vesey,
and Nat Turner—at the sorry spec-
tacle of black men making such
remarks!)

Black power presupposes the
essential identity of interests of
people of African descent in Amer-
ica and abroad. An affirmation of
Pan-Africanism in its original
sense, the mystique of black power
is symbolic of the blazing vision
which carried Malcolm X across
the continent of Africa—forging
links. It is really an old concept:
from Richard Allen at the begin-
ning of the 19th century to Bishop
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Turner at the close, black folk have
turned to black power in the face of
hard-core racist resistance. The
difference is, the times are now pro-
pitious, the mood is one of readi-
ness, the call is for leaders equal to
both.

The National Press and
“Black Power”

The national press, hell-bent on
dividing black leadership, em-
barrassing black militants and
throwing a scare into white people
—through its projection of “black
power”—has unwittingly rendered
black people in America an enor-
mous service. Realizing that black-
ness, which causes whites to see
red, and power, to which white
people have dedicated their souls,
constitute the most frightful of all
juxtapositions, the national press
was delighted to hear Stokely Car-
michael use the phrase during the
march through Mississippi.

But they could not have foreseen
the response from the black com-
munity, so convinced were they
that black people were inherently
nonviolent and hopelessly infected
by the contagion that being white
is the best of all possible states.

Among “responsible” black
leaders, only Roy Wilkins reacted
in a manner which suggested that
he had not altogether lost his head.
Wilkins, at least, was aware of the
fact that there was nothing new
about many of the elements of the
concept. Another leader deplored
the ambiguity of the phrase, then,
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after a brief pause, proceeded with
engaging consistency to tell us, in
stentorian terms, that black power
means violence, that black power
means black supremacy, etc., etc.
We can only marvel. We are in-
deed at the crossroads.

Stokely Carmichael has thus far
done yeoman service. Yet it re-
mains to be seen whether the young
man will be more than an auda-
cious rhetorician. Will he stop
speaking long enough to look to his
financial base? Will he stop speak-
ing long enough to put to use those
talents which stamped him as a
preeminent organizer in Alabama?
If he does not, his decline will be as
meteoric as his rise.

“Black power” thanks to the na-
tional press, has triggered a long
overdue dialogue among civil rights
leaders and organizations. In fact,
serious ideological discourse is tak-
ing place with the movement for the
first time since. Du Bois and the
N.A.A.C.P. came to a parting of
the ways two decades ago.

But, this time, everything is out
in the open for every black man to
evaluate. The national press has
forced the black man and the white
man to face up to the dreaded no-
tion of blackness. The national
press reaction, together with white
shouts of “white power,” have for
the first time since Marcus Garvey
enabled millions of black men to
comfront their blackness as black-
ness day after day. After all, what
does it matter how whites respond
to the phrase? They could scarcely
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do worse than they have done in
the past. In fact, if they are not
careful, the national press and
white people will hasten, through
their opposition to racial justice,
what otherwise would be a long
time coming—Dblack unity, a unity
of more than 20,000,000 black
people dedicated to freedom irre-
spective of cost. Such unity would
be the surest guarantee that free-
dom would be won.

Three decades ago, Dr. Du Bois,
writing in Black Reconstruction,
set forth the essence of black
power:

Such mental frustration cannot in-
definitely continue. Some day it may
burst in fire and blood. Who will be
to blame? And where the greater
cost? Black folk, after all, have little
to lose, but Civilization has all. This
the American black man knows: his
fight here is a fight to the finish.
Either he dies or wins. If he wins it
will be by no subterfuge or evasion or
amalgamation. He will enter modern
civilization here in America as a
black man on terms of periect and
unlimited equality with any white
man, or he will enter not at all. Either
extermination root and branch, or
absolute equality. There can be no
compromise. This is the last great
battle of the West.

im0 AD
didiiheUn

deeply rooted as to allay any fears
that may exist about there being
some ongoing form of active and
dedicated civil rights activity. We
have now lived with more than a
decade of Civil Rights agitation.
For many, this has become one of
the basic elements of existence.
They cannot even remember when
this was not an issue, vital and
pressing, in their lives. They are
not going to be turned back. Butif
the questions posed above refer to
the fact that it would appear the
Movement is at the crossroads re-
garding what form of strategy will
be utilized, then 1 believe we have
a more fruitful question for debate.

Typically, civil rights thrusts
have been basically nonviolent in
nature. The largest groups within
the movement, up until recently,

(Continued from page 26)

have steadfastly maintained a
peaceful posture. With the advent
of the slogan “Black Power” and
the vagueness and frustration that
it represents, there is a new crisis
in the civil rights movement. As 1
mentioned earlier, crisis is the com-
mon denominator of the civil rights
movement. The question is, of
course, “is this new crisis of signifi-
cant impact to actually represent
enough of a threat to make signifi-
cant numbers of people see it as
an actual choice or alternative to
nonviolence as the basic strategy
characteristic?”

The original question essentially
asks: “what is the alternative to
the nonviolent tactic in the strug-
gle for equal rights?” The only
practical alternative I can see to
nonviolent tactics on the part of
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Negroes is a wholesale and genuine
acceptance and implementation of
equal rights on the part of whites.
Just as I do not see white America
relinquishing its preferred position
voluntarily, so I don’t see any long
term practicality in black violence.
Too many Negroes are becoming
involved in “pragmatic” answers to
a basically moral and ethical ques-
tion. This makes us subject to the
same kinds of “expediencies” and
“rationalizations” that greatly ac-
count for the position we find our-
selves in viz-a-vis the whites. Ne-
groes trying to “explain” and dis-
tinguish kinds of violence remind
me of whites trying to justify “sep-
arate, but equal.”

My response to question number
two is that “Black Power” is sub-
ject to the same vagueness and
great latitude of interpretation as
is any slogan attempting to simpli-
fy a massively complex thing such
as the emotion and feeling of 20,-
000,000 people. We Americans
have a deep-rooted fear of the word
“power.” Our whole national trend
is based on the fear of power be-
ing concentrated. When we link
this basic fear and distrust of pow-
er with the basic fear, distrust, and
ignorance of black humans, we
have something that both fascinates
and frightens whites.

The press is alert and very swift
to pounce upon anything of this
nature in its business of making
headlines. The “public reaction,”
if we can identify one, was similar
to that of people discovering that
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“unidentified flying objects” do in
fact, in some form, exist. It is
frightening because for so long we
were told they were objects of the
imagination. Suddenly we are faced
with the realization that some
strange force in a somewhat identi-
fiable form, which may or may not
be harmful, does in fact exist.

For me, the essential question is
this: “Can the struggle against
racism be justified if it in turn
becomes racist itself?” The Civil
Rights Movement is being pressed
to choose between the peaceful,
dignified and effective posture of
nonviolence and the racist-tinged
call for “defensive” violence. This
“defensive violence” is not a case
of fighting fire with fire, but rather
a case of lighting a forest fire with
matches.

Negroes are a minority in Amer-
ica. We hnve the least money,
housing, education, and most im-
portant, power. We are not going
to get power commensurate with
numbers if we choose to fight the
white man with the tools he used
to subjugate us. We are superior to
the extent we press constantly for
American ideals and their across-
the-board fulfillment while the
whites ignore them. Further, to the
extent we do this in a dignified and
intelligent manner we will be more
successful in our demands than
they in theirs.

The black nihilists notwithstand-
ing, 1 think that the majority of
black Americans are interested in
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successfully securing their rights
rather than in pursuing a course
of civil, social and political suicide.
My conclusion, then, is that if in
fact the civil rights movement is at

e

the crossroads, it will ultimately
choose to follow the road that is
nonviolent and will succeed in the
face of pessimism from within and
resistance from without.

WARD

unity seems paramount? Some
would argue that the “‘white back-
lash™ (if it exists and whatever its
strength) will force an eventual
reconciliation.

2) What's going to be the future
role of whites in the Movement?
The traditionalists say the same as
always. SNCC and CORE say
whites will have no role unless they
adjust to Negroes occupying pol-
icv-making positions.

3) Should black people seek in-
fegraiion into America’s main-
stream or some form of social,
political and cultural separatism
outside the mainstream? The tradi-
tionalists argue for the mainstream;
CORE and, more especially, SNCC
seem to argue that the mainstream
is so polluted that integration
would degrade, not elevate, the dig-
nity and pride of being black. In-
stead, they contend blacks need a
reaffirmation of their culture which
can and will produce a black mass
which can grow in harmony along-
side white society.

4) Should Negroes continue be-
ing nonviolent or has the tactic out-

“lived its usefulness, especially in
the light of brutal crimes by whites

"8e

(Continued from page 27)

against civil rights workers? The
radicals have already answered
“No” to the first part of the ques-
tion. The NAACP-SCLC-Urban
League coalition says that the
tragic alternative to nonviolence
is overpowering white resistance
based on superiority of numbers
and firepower.

What Are the Alternatives

for the Movement?

The NAACP, SCLC and Urban
League have offered no alternative
to incr~- 1 pressure through the
courts, the ballot box and appeals
to America’s conscience. An alter-
native neither side has proposed
(though some in the Movement
may have entertained the idea pri-
vately) is open rebellion by Ne-
groes against white sotiety with the
main thrust coming 'from Negro
ghettos in big cities. |

A likely alternative for SNCC
and CORE is an alliance with the
other organizations' within what
has been termed ,-{hc New Left—
SDS, Progressive Labor Party,
Young Socialist Alliance, W.E.B.
DuBois Clubs and others—based
on mutual opposition to the Viet-
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nam war and a desire for structural
changes in the American economy.

“Black Power”

This much-maligned and mis-
understood term simply means the
marshaling of all power available
to the black communities through-
out America—political, social,
economic—to force the kind of
changes necessary to end white op-
pression. Black power grows out
of a clear realization that there are
power forces among whites respon-
sible for this oppression and that
counter forces, equal or superior in
strength, will have to be used
against white society to end condi-
tions causing racial discrimination.

So quick and hostile a reaction
from whites stems from rheir mis-
interpretation, traditional fears of
Negro closeness and, more impor-
tantly, the fear that the customary
battle lines in the civil rights move-
ment will be changed to the advan-
tage of Negroes. In other words,
whites could see fighting the battle
if the most effective weapon Ne-

HARE

quest for “rights” had been doing
all their born days). L

This parade saw “leaders” tak-
ing part in a push-shove match with
beef-bellied cracker cops at one
point and spouting pussyfoot ora-
tory over the privilege of pitching
a tent at another.
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groes could muster was a feeble
appeal to moral conscience arrayed
against the massive weight of white
economic and political control of
Negro neighborhoods,

Now that segments of the Move-
ment have proposed fighting the
battle on different grounds, using
weapons which propose not only to
hurt the white man’s conscience,
but his pocketbook and traditional
political position as well, whites are
taking a second, more frightful
look. Perhaps a more fundamental
reason for whites’ adverse reaction
to black power has been their in-
ability to adjust psychologically to
the sudden shift in the Negro mood
from one of patient plodding to-
ward eventual freedom to defiant,
audacious demands for “Freedom
Now!"™ Their failure to adjust to
and accept the political, economic
and social rearrangements black
power demands made a rash, emo-
tional outcry from whites, leading
to misinterpretation, almost inev-
itable.

(Continued from page 28)

Meanwhile, the great white fath-
ers in Washington were engaged in
a marathon goosestep operation of
successive steps to “‘water down”
sections of this year’s civil rights
act—and an act it is becoming—
which, if the water-down process
continues, must stop just short of
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liquidation (pun intcnded). Every-
time unrest boils up in the black
community, the white folks simply
pass another rights act or bill to
quict them down for a spell.

But, alas, the Meredith marchers
emerged at the back of a pickup
truck bed on the campus of a Ne-
gro college, where leaders were re-
vealed to be infinitely more in ac-
cord on the matter of who would
foot the bills than who would be
permitted to caress the mike and
serenade the crowd. Predictably,
they later wound up chastizing one
another and “chest-izing” them-
selves. But in this they were, of
course, doing what they do best—
entertaining and kowtowing to
white folks and wobbly financiers.

Mind you, this is not to say that
all of the fault of the foregoing
rests on leaders alone. They can
be no better than their followers.
It is in Jarge part the mental atti-
tudes of their followers which re-
duce leaders to fund-raising gim-
micks geared to white pocketbooks
and make it virtually necessary that
they court coverage in the white
press in order to emerge and re-
main as Negro leaders. We Negroes
will never get too far as a group so
long as a Negro must go through
the white press in order to reach
us, so long as we depend on white
sources for information and ideas
about ourselves.

What, in my opinion, can be
done about the situation? It is hard
to say in a brief discourse; but, to
begin with, the Movement was crip-
pled from the start by an ultra-

assimilationist craze for acceptance
at all costs into a morally decadent
white cesspool now cynically called
The Great Society. They have stu-
pidly, therefore, placed love in a
position of priority over respect,
from which love of necessity in the
long run must flow.

-

Frankly, my hope is with the fu-
ture generations. This generation
may be—though slightly less so
than their parents—already, it is
sad to say, just a bit too far lost;
although this is not to give up on
them entirely. For this reason, I
like the budding movement for
“freedom schools.” I would add,
as adult counterparts, TNT clubs
(Toward Negro Togetherness)
which, among other things, would
periodically hold *“soul” talks and
agitate at the grass roots level
among Negroes for business enter-
prise and educational achievement.

These may eventually manage to
teach black children what I call an
“enlightened blackness,” a dynam-
ic new sense of Negritude. The
main drawback of the schools up
to now has been the necessity for
using women, white mainly, as
teachers and “moderators.” This is
due in large part to the reluctance
of Negroes to donate their own
leisure, their fear of blackness, and
the fact that men are for the most
part away at work or standing
somewhere watching pretty girls go
by or trying to make it to the next
“broad.”
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Consequently, the black child
still suffers a shortage of male mod-
els, and there is no one to teach
black boys the arts of karate and
boxing, for example, as much-
needed psychological mechanisms
(not so much for self-defense, as
this is not, no matter what you may
have heard, the Age of Flesh and
Bones alone in weaponry).

With a new burst of pride, the
black child also would gain the
sense of aggressive persistence nec-
essary for getting ahead in a suc-
cess-crazed society. This is essen-
tial, provided they are not going
to reject capitalism altogether—
and by rejection I do not mean
merely failing to take as tenmacious
a part in the system as possible, a
course they have followed in the
past. Why, for example, are four
out of five Jewish persons of col-
lege age in school, two out of five
orientals, about one out of five
white Christianc—and so few Ne-
groes by comparison?

To argue that it is merely be-
cause Negroes experience a harsher
degree of discrimination is to over-
look the fact that—as the foregoing
figures suggest—major groups dis-
criminated against (except for Ne-
groes, Mexicans, Indians and Puer-
to Ricans) exceed the college en-
trance standard set by the Anglo
Saxon discriminators. What we

lack are pride and industry; and
nothing else will fully solve the
black man’s problems util he has
those things. The cohesion neces-
sary for breaking down barriers will
flow naturally from that, else either
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the few barriers broken down by
other means will seldom be utilized
maximally by Negroes as a whole.

So, in a larger sense, it is not the
civil rights movement, so-called, at
the crossroads; it is the misled lead-
ers, the Uncle Toms, Rev. Sambos
and Dr. Thomases, who have come
to the crossroads (as indicated by
their increasing necessity for reveal-
ing themselves as Toms, leading to
a teaming up of the Toms, so to
speak, as over against the one or
two true tigers among Negro
leaders).

Rev. King’s “dream” is daily
turning into a nightmare, although
I do not begrudge him his halluci-
nations of any sort. But if Rev.
King can dream, so can I and other
children of poverty (unlike Rev.
King) and discrimination.

We have a dream of a new army
of black men dedicated to freedom,
manhood and human dignity. We
have a dream of soon one morning
demanding that the white man give
us a chance in America and, should
it not be at once forthcoming, we
have a dream of preying instead
of praying for our equal rights. No,
we are not beyond flaying, either;
nor swinging instead of singing.
And we foresee a black blitzkrieg—
already shown bubbling last sum-
mer in Omaha, Chicago, Cleveland
and elsewhere—making America a
giant, mushrooming Watts, in
which this country will either solve
its problems or get the destruction
it deserves.

So many Negro leaders and other
crackpot lexicographers have been

L e Y TYrry
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-~ taking bushwhacks at the definiticn
- of “Black Power” that, if I didn’t
know better than to believe a word
they say, I'd be completely con-
fused by now. Whitney Young, for
example, opines that “black power
is neither black nor white—it is
the green of the dollar bill, the ma-
roon of the textbook and the gray
of the pay envelope.” Although he
is, of course, quite right on the sur-
face, I don’t know about that green
power talk. My pay envelope is
brown, and what's inside—the pay-
check—is blue, and often leaves me
feeling, if not looking, the self-same
way.

Frankly, I feel fairly certain that
Negro leaders—with the exception
of Stokely Carmichael and Floyd
McKissick—don’t know what any
Kind of power, let alone black pow-
er, means. (James Meredith, for
all the effort to educate him in the
white folks™ schools and in Africa,
still thought that a Bible had more
power than a bullet. An unedu-
cated white fellow had to teach him
a bit of the power of perfunctory
piety.) That is why they spend
most of their time defensively ex-
plaining what black power does not
mean instead of what it means.
They plead that black power is
neither “anti-white nor anti-black!”

I believe that black power is at
least pro-black; that it means being
black in all areas of the struggle for
black manhood among races—by
any and all means available to
black men and their allies. I sus-
-pect any informed person who pre-
tends not to know what black pow-
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er means of telling a bald-faced lie.
They know the meaning of “power”
(the ability to influence another,
even against his will if necessary)
and the meaning of “black.” Black
power, then, means the ability to
make others, particularly white
folks, walk the white chalk line in
a way that is of equal benefit to
blacks.

Black power would offset politi-
cai and paycheck brutality—a cause
—and thereby automatically oblit-
erate the current cry against police
brutality—an effect. White power
means dollar bills, billy clubs, trick
ballotry and bullets. Black power
can someday be all of these too;
but, unlike white power which, ex-
cept for greed and a bullyboy psy-
chosis, is wielded without a cause,
black power is power in self-de-
fense—but no less deadly in effect.
It is a phrase which, merely spoken,
is able to scare the hell out of white
folks. And that is good.

However, I thought at first they
were talking about sexual power—
about the only area in which we
Negro males are generally con-
ceded the right to boast of super-
iority in terms of both equipment
and performance.

And yet, as of this writing, those
who use the slogan appear to be-
lieve that it means mainly bloc
voting; “bloc power,” if you will,
instead of “black power.” Indeed,
in another sense, white power-
wielders can depend on Negro
leaders to block power rather than
blacken it. Negro leaders, includ-
ing most of those who spout the
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slogan, would be the first to help
quell any instance of the use of
black power outside white-ap-
proved channels. Hence, one func-
tion the slogan has is a kind of ca-
pacity for separating the black
sheep from the colored goats
among Negro leaders.

Still, should some leaders man-
age to make black power material-
ize, white liberals would try—and
probably succeed in—taking it
over. Indeed, one of the main rea-
sons for white opposition to the
phrase is its threat to white liberal
power in the civil rights movement.
Note that more than 50 preachers
(almost all white) took out a full
page ad in the New York Times

presenting a couple of thousand

explanatory words and offering to
provide the power structure more
on demand to “interpret” the
phrase.

The white press—which, unfor-
tunately, just about everybody gets
his cue—flew into a rage in a fear-
stricken effort to befuddle the con-
cept. Even colored critics threw up
the smokescreen of a “black state”
and the difficulty of colored folk
getting along together let alone run-
ning a state. 1 do not think black
power advocates as a whole are
calling for a separate state. They

appear to believe that, as soon as
we separate off, the white folks will
simply drop an atom bomb on us.
However, Negroes will eventually
have separate cities anyway and,
now comprising two-thirds of the
District of Columbia, will soon
have an all-Negro state. Then we
can move the White House to How-
ard University and call it the Black
House.

Even Rev. King—may the Lord
have mercy on his soul-—professes
to blame the “black power” slo-
gan for sapping the strength of the
wobbly-legged Meredith March;
prophesies that “black power would
be equally as evil as white power;”
and has the holy gall to call on
colored folk to think in terms of
“shared power!” White politicians
quickly caught something of this
demoniacal deception. Hubert
Humphrey stood with solemn-faced
piety and told an audience of pur-
ple-gummed Negro leaders that
black men are becoming racists,
while LBJ limp-lipped a bare-
faced, weasel-worded line about
being “against white or black
power!”

I believe that they see as clearly
as I do Black Judgment Day around
the corner. They can wait and see
what it means. -

/

GREERFIELD

plosion that would obviate the ne-
cessity for sharing the power, and
sell a few newspapers as a side
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benefit. Or failing lhalt, to suppress

the movement by instilling in the
white public the fear of reprisal for

(Continued from page 29)




ST T

ao s oot

e s

P PR T

e e e e /f’-’ﬁ RS e e 2

its crimes and in our “‘responsible”
leaders fear of censure from “lib-
eral” whites.

The only white power that will
diminish with black power is the
power of whites over blacks. All

other white power will increase
proportionately since, in this coun-
try, white power plus black power
plus yellow power plus red power
equal American power.

That’s the way it is.

FLIR

the ones who will save the world
and bring a new day, a brilliantly
alive society that swings and sings
and rings out the world over for
decency and honesty and sincerity
and understanding and beauty and
love.

What are the alternatives if we
are presently at the crossroads?
The alternatives are simple (And
I always seem to oversimplify
things—perhaps because 1 see
them so clearly that I don’t have to
be bogged down in ftrivia):
fight on with every facility avail-
able to us, and we wait. We fight
on in every city and town in the
country. We fight on and we
spread the love we have been told
we cannot feel for ourselves to
each and every black man we meet.
We fight on and we see in our
black brothers and sisters the dig-
nity they tried to tell us they had
but we could never know. We
fight on and at the same time we
look about us and wait.

We Jook about us and wait be-
cause somewhere, somewhere in
the tenements in Harlem, or from
the west side of Chicago, or
from Watts, there will be another

9%

(Continued fron'; page 30)

Malcolm and this one won’t be
murdered. There will be another
Malcom and his words will reflect
the emotions, the ideas, the be-
liefs, the worries, the torture of
those from the bottom as well as
those from the top. Yes, the man
on top, too, because the black man
at the top is just as disenfranchised
as the man who walks through the
alley picking up pop bottles to get
the price of his bottle of wine.
Somewhere there will be another
Malcolm and we will again have a
universal voice.

But even if we don't find another
Brother Malcolm, we will still fight
on because we are a people who
know only one way, and that is the
way of accomplishment, the way
of victory. We've never really lost,
you know, not even a battle. Even
the fact that we fight is a victory.

“. . . what are the practical al-
ternatives to it?” I keep thinking of
that. I laugh to myself because
every black man in this country
is aware that our time has come.
Yes, even those who have sold out
and have been granted the “Jux-
ury” of thinking they are white

and have been allowed the accept-
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ance of the establishment still feel
something when they see their
precious black women largely rele-
gated to the role of domestics, still
tighten up when they see black
children suffering in their inhuman
world, bleed when they hear of a
black family destroyed because of
a bombing, when they pass through
the area of the most disenfran-
chised in their air-conditioned au-
tomobiles. They feel their black-
ness. They know it. (God, don’t
hate them, please, because they’ll
be back. They’ll be standing in the
line when the time comes because
their blackness will not let them
escape their responsibility to the
brave dead blackmen who have
made their success possible.)
Today, without a word passing

between them, one black man -

looks at another one and instinc-
tively they know that they will not
tolerate another hundred years of
economic slavery. And if it means
that some of us have to die to get
our point across to the world, then
we will die. But we will not die
meekly. We will not die without
making our statement. It’s true
that we are really no prouder than
any other oppressed people in his-
tory, but we are the last of the long
sufferers. And as a result of our
oppression, we have gained a dig-
nity our oppressors can never have,
and we try just a little harder than
the man on top, we do just a little
better job than he does, and we are
a hell of a lot more alive.

God, it must be terrible not to be
born black in this day and age!

RARDALL

pecting perfection or Utopia. As
President Kennedy said, life is
hard, some men spend the war
state-side and others are killed. I
think we should constantly strive
toward perfection but not be too
disappointed if we do not achieve
it.

In my opinion, Black Power
means organizing black people so
that they can have power commen-
surate with their numbers in their
communities, states, and in the na-
tion. This will mean that they may
dominate some communities politi-
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(Continued from page 31)

cally, will be a strong force in some
states, and will wield power in the
national government. This is simi-
lar to what other groups have done.

In the Detroit suburb of Ham-
tramck, for instance, the Poles reg-
ularly elect a Polish mayor, Polish
state representatives and senators,
and Polish representatives to Con-
gress. The Irish have long domi-
nated Boston, and recently we had
an Irish Catholic President. We
have Catholic power, Jewish pow-
er, Italian power, and Armenian
power. Let there be Black Power
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t00. Black people have long voted
for whites to represent them; now
whites should learn to vote for
black representatives. It’s the abil-
ity of the man which matters, not
the color of his skin.

The adverse reaction of the
white press to the phrase “Black
Power™ stems from two things, the
whites’ attitude toward blacks and
their feelings about themselves. One
of the things which incenses the
black man toward the white is his
absolute refusal to see the black
man. To the white, he is invisible,
not there. A white makes a movie
or a television show about a hos-
pital, say, where black internes,
nurses, and orderlies are falling
over each other, but the picture will
be lily white. There may be a pro-
motion coming up, but he never
considers competent black workers
for the position. To him the black
man is invisible, he does not exist.

Or, he may indeed see the black
man, but through the distortion of
his own preconceptions and prej-
udice. Sixty years ago, if you men-
tioned black writers to a white
bigot, he would say, “A nigger
write a book? How can an ape
write a book?” Today, at the term
“Black Power,” many whites have
the same reaction; the only differ-
ence is that it is stated in more gen-
teel language.

The second reason for the whites’
reaction to the term “Black Power”
is internal—their sense of guilt.

. When you have kidnapped, en-
slaved, beaten, murdered, raped,
exploited, cheated, traduced, and

96

committed injustice toward a race
for 300 years, how can you escape
feelings of guilt, and the fear that
they will do to you what you have
done to them? A people that can
burn a man, cut off his genitals and
toes and distribute them for sou-
venirs, and incarcerate loyal Japa-
nese-Americans in concentration
camps, would have long ago reacted
violently to such treatment as they
have meted out, and they fear the
black man will do what they would
have done. They cannot conceive
that he can have magnanimity,
generosity, and compassion.

-So far, there is no prominent
black leader-advocating such vio-
lence, although some have advo-
cated protecting one’s self when at-
tacked, as is every man's legal and
God-given right. All men are not
saints (incidentally, the only way
you can become a saint is through
martyrdom), and they do not have
Martin Luther King Jr.’s saintly

qualities and find it hard to look -

with compassion upon some police-
man who is beating their women,
or shooting a child, or calling them
black sons-of-bitches. ‘

Black Power does not mean vio-
lence, but it will give black men a
sense of pride and of solidarity and
will make them unwilling to con-
tinue to bear exploitation.

The direction which Black Pow-

-
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er will take depends upon White J

Power. If White Power acts wis
ly and with all speedy urgency in
making this a livable country for
every man, then there will be no
reason to fear Black Power.
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