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Detroit, Micbigaa 

Thur•day, .January 11. 1968 

About 2:45 o'clock• P. M. 

I O B E B T R U B I R, A L B B R T 

B A M M O Ii D S and a A Y K O N D R U B I N • were 

thereupon called•• witna ■ ea herein, and after baviag 

been flrat •1111 sworn b7 the Rotary Public to tell the 

tnath, the whole truth. and aotbing but the truth, 

teatified aa follOIM: 

BYMB. BIUHBAtM: 

Q rrea the left to the right would tbe first vitneaa pleaae 

state bia name and bu addreaa. 

A lobert Rubin, 7477 LaSalle Beulffard, Detroit, llicbigan. 

Q Mr. Rubin, what ia your pruent occupati•! 

A At the present I am working with antique cars and trying 

to repair the haae and finishing moves of furniture 

and penonal effect• fr• Nev York City to the Detroit 

haae. 

I•• a atudeat and will be returning to 

school aa aoon as I can see ay way clear. 

Q Were you feraerl7 a coin dealer? 

A Yea. 

Q What la your present age? 
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A Twenty-NHD. 

Q Would tbe next witneas pl-•• state bia name and pLace 

of reaideacet 

ALBEIT IWH>NDS: My name is Albert 

Hamds. I live at 30125 Elwood, Garden City. 

Q Howold are you'! 

ALBDT HAIN>NDS: I am 20. 

Q Are you presently employed'! 

ALBDT HAlll>MDS: Mo. I am not. 

Q Are you in acbool! 

ALBDT HAMMONDS: Ke. 

Q Would the next witneaa plea•• state bia name and give us 

hla acldruaf 

RAn«>RD RUBDI: My name 

Q 

I live at 29919 Ballleral, 

Bowold are you? 

Garden City. 

RAYlmND RUBIN: Bigbteen. 

Q Are you in acbool or are you employedT 

RAYMONDRUBIN: I am eaployec:l by General 

Motors at WillOlf Run, Nichig&n. 

Q What I.a your poeition with General Motorat 

RAYM<XmRUBIN: Aaaembler. 

Q Mr. Robert Rubin, do you preaently own a home in Detroit! 

A Yea, at 7477 LaS.lle Boulevard. 

Q Whendid you purcbu• that bouaeT 
,. 
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A April of 1965. 

Q Have you lived in it aince tbat date? 

A Mot the entire ti•. 

Q When did you leave the bGlle• the houae rather. do you 

A It was ill May of 1966. 

Q For what purpoae did you l•veT 

A To awe to New York City to attend school there. 

Q Durtna y-eur abtseoce fr• Detroit did you rent the bouaeT 

A Yea. 

Q To wboll was it rented? 

A It was rented to a Jack Juratovic and a JameaF. Earl, 

&-a•r-1. 

Q Thia would have been in May of 1966, ta that right? 

A I believe it was May of 1966. 

Q Was tbe relationabip with your tenant• a aatlafactory 

aneT 

A ••• 
Q What vaa the trouble! 

A Tl:aey never paid their rent on ti•. Tbey did a few 

tiaes but I think they owe for au or aeven IIIOlltha at 

$300 a month. 

Q Did you have any COllplaiata that they were using the 

houa• fer purpoa .. vlu.cb weuld have been of concern to 

you? 
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5 

A I lmaw they were abualng the house. They had unauthorized 

without baYing authority to do so, they had put cork 

paaellioa on the wall• and painted garri•h color• on 

the wall•. They bad redulgaed the chandelier• with 

beer cans in certain poettione and they bad •de a plg-

at1 of the bCllle aetuallJ. 

Q Did you have any coaplainta abeut their behavior fr..­

the nelpbffaT 

A I waa told that tbe1 were racing car•• high ,-red car• 

at tap •peed•• squealing the wheel• and partying and 

baying bands and flocka of people were --.P•••d to be 

going in and out da1 and night for part:iee and things. 

Q Did yaa talte any action because of your tenants' failure 

to pay the rent on tiaeT 

A Action was taken agalnat the tenants. 

It was even very difficult to serve tbea 

because they would never aubait th-elve• to being 

served bJ a proceaa server. 

Q What ... the nature of this actioa that you toekT 

A An ••lction. 

Q Was this in March of 1967, do you recallT 

A I don't recall the date. 

Q Bad the action, this eviction actian, been concluded 

prior to tbe riot in Detroit in Jul1 of 1967T 

A You mean bad they been evicted from the house'? 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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Q Yea. 

A llo. I understood that they bad evacaated. 

Q Did you go back to tbe City of Detroit in JulyT 

A Yea. 

Q 

A 

Why did you return! 

Because ef tvo reaaona. Ruaber one ray grand mtber was 

real ill and tbe aecend reason was that I bearcl the 

tenants bad eYaeuated tbe bouae and I wanted to remove 

some ••luable peraoaal propertlff fr• the house. 

Shortly thereafter I vaa told to go into 

the bouae and take peaceful pea•uaio11 of it. Change 

the locb and harricad• the boae frma their ponible 

entrance. 

Q Who told you to do tbatt 

A Thu vaa told to• by Jack Knglub. an attorney in 

the Penobscot Building. 

Q Be was your attorney at the time? 

A He•• repreaent:ing the cue at the ttae. 

Q In the eviction acti•T 

A light. 

Q When you. arrinid in tba city where did you go? 

A I ata,ed with.., brother and aiater-in•l.av in Garden 

City• llichipn. 

Q Did yeu go to your aDtber '• hcae at aome poim: 

you arriftd in the cityf 
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Ya. 

Did yeu ... t an,oae tbereT 

1CJbr~ a&MII tlwak, I aa not aure fJf tbla. 1 think 

Alhert ae-■ da ... there .al••· 

ALBEIT HMN>IIDS: The da7 that w eaae 

U1WDte die bouae I wa clCIIIDthe ·atreet dd aay aabd 

- 1f I 'IIIIDted to balp b1III awe aa111e stuff fr- the bouae 

fer hl• bretlaer. 

Did the three ef you then pneeecl to the bwt 

ALBEIT IWH>NDS: Me and .. , wlbd dGIIID 

t• the bOUM and aob .... on the phoae and• aad aa1 

•lted elttaide until Bob caae out. 

Ven the tenant• there wbaa yeu arrived? 

... 
Yu. 

W.. on• ef. tbe reaaana for your retara te the cl~ on 

.11117 26th a concem about what lligbt happen to the 

bouae dtlrlag tllla dieerder which vu tbea OICllffiag 

to Detroit! 

I wae ftrJ. very coocernecl about lt. 

Wbe y• found the teaanta not pnNDt in tbe bouae 

clid yeu tbn call your athriiieJt 

Let• aee •• 1 had talked to hill aneral tiau that day. 
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I talked to hia from the bouae alao that evening before 

thia happened. 

Q And be adviaed you to take phy•ical pNNaaion ef the 

houaet 

A 

Q 

light. 

Did you follow hia lnatructlom and take phyaical 

peaaesalen? 

A Yes. 

Q Before going into the home did you obtai~\8 rifle for 

A 

u.e •• protection? 

11.pt. Aa protection 

put tbey bad forcefully 

from 

--

the tenants 

well, tbey 

becauae in 

bad forced 

the 

me 

out of tbe house vitb what I identified as a .4S automatic 

amt l certainly dldn •t want to be in there Witbeut any 

protectiOII in case they came in armed trying·to force 

ua out. 

Q Se tbat you were concerned that the tenants aight come 

back and find you there and create some trouble! 

A light. 

Q Where did you get the gunT 

A Hy father'• home. 

Q Wu tbia a hunting weapon! What use had he made of lt? 

A 

Q 

I can't aay 

entln tiae 

It was your 

that gun bad been fired more than 

that I bad owned the gun. 

put 
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9 

A Y•• 

Q How loq had you owned the gun, just appro:ad. .. telyT 

A About aix yean. 

Q I see. 

gun aad teat it 

Mr. aa,-IIDCiRubin• 

to see whether or 

did 

not 

you then take 

it operated! 

the 

IADIJlfD RUBIN: Yea. About two houra 

after we waa iuide the bouae we grabbed two cu.biona 

out of a chair and went in tbe bueaent and aet tbelll 

lD the fireplace and backed up'about 20 or 30 feet am 

fired the gun. 

Q Later on that day. Mr. Rabin,. do you recall calling 

your wife b1 Hew York advising her of tbe aituatien? 

A lly wife called me from NewYork. 

I did adviae her of having taken 

p•••nioD of the boaae and I told her that I was 

advised to do ao. 

Q Off the record for a aoment, pl ..... 

(Whereupon a diacuuion was held off the 

recerd.) 

Q (By Nr. linnbaua, c•tinuiq): Back on the record 

apln. pleaae. 

Mr. Rubin, did you call your wife directly 

in HewYorltt 

A No, I did not. I called my mother aocl told her to call 
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10 

my wife and bave •Y wife eall me at the LaSalle house 

for the reaaan that I did not want to uae my tenants' 

pbme fs long diatanc.e charge•. 

Q Did the tenant• then return that evening! 

A Yes. they did. 

Q What vu their purpose in returnillgT 

A Tbey wanted la. 

Q What did you doT 

A I bad been iutructed earlier to put a note on the door 

.S.l•laa theta to call Hr. Sagliab for inatructlona 

relatlaa to their picking up their penoaal bel•ging• 

and for bill to anawer any queationa that they •Y have. 

Q And they left? 

A TIiey did not leave iallediately. 

They left, tbey aaid aoaetb:l.ag like, 

"You will be aeny". They •de some kind of a threat 

to me and I think it vaa, "Yeu will be awry," er 

•-thlDI along that line. 

I saw tbea walk towards -- let me see-· 

they wlked west on LaMotbe Street and where they vent 

at that point I don't k.nlw. 

Q Did you then call your wife to ad•iae her that the 

teoanta bad attaipted to came back and to request further 

protecti•t 

A I called Mr. lngliab abortly thereafter. I don't remaaber 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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11 

nactly when but it•• after they bad appeared. 

Q So you are not aure whether you called your wife at that 

point or not. 

Do you remember talld.ng wt.th her again 

that eveaing after the firat conversation we jut 

diacuaaedf 

A Nay I speak with berT 

Q Off the record for a moment. 

(Wbereapea a diacuaaioo was held off the 

record.) 

A I talked to her again that evening relating te ber 

sending 1111Geraan abepherd dog fr• New York into Detroit. 

I was still afraid the tenants ■ight: use 

one of several ladders in the garage to att811pt to come 

la the Neond floor or one of the wind..,. or ,-aibly 

come in through cme of the basement vindowe and thia dog 

la trained to watch for intruders. She ia very vlcioua 

and I felt that the dog - in auch a large house as tbia 

it 1a tapoeaible to bear neiau occurring juat a few 

rOC1111S-Y because of the construction beiq ao aolid. 

I knew•• I felt that the dog most certainly would hear 

any noi••• that our eara could not. 

I requeated that abe aend Kola• E-e-1-a, 

which ia the deg'• Male• by United Airline• into 

Detroit Metropolitan Airport. They bave a kennel service 
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12 

on their airline•. 

I believe that was the la•t tiae I talked 

to her that eveuina. 

Q At appra1Mtely nine o'clock a llatiooal Guard col1a11 

pullecl up in front of the house. Who was the firat to 

becOIIIIIRaware of the fact that the Batiooal Guard group 

was in the street! 

RA 1K>IID RUB Ilh I waa. 

Q 

A 

Where were you at the 

In the maater bedr-. 

ti•, Hr; Rubin! 

Q Ia tbi• 

yeu in 

•ter 

relation 

bedroom facing the street or where 

to the National Guard group? 

were 

RAY)l)lfl) RUBIN: It ia on the corner and 

it facea on the atreet,. I mean• there i.a wind_. that 

face both atreeta and I was facing LaSalle and I told 

Al 1 NW, '"nle National Guard are surrounding the 

bouae, "• 

We went down and told Bob and I uid • 

"Ibey are 

a lo.tar 

•m:rGUDdiag the bouae, 

or •~bing and be i.a 

Mybe they are chasing 

around the bowie." 

I aaid, "It looks like they 

aaid no, "Why abould they, 

are 

tbere 

going to aboot." 

ia no reason to." 

Bob 

We started to walk out of the bedrooa 

and the abooting atarted and we was in the halb•y 

altting dOIIID and it was getting intenser 
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and lt waa getting really and Bob nid• "Let's 

go upatatn." Then we ran to the third floor. 

Q Mr. Banuaood.a. were you able to see the Rational Guardaaen 

ln the str•t? 

ALBERT IWll)tmS: I saw bill after Bay 

aaid tbey are aur.-"- the bowie. 

Q Whenwe refer to the liatioaal Guard group what kind of 

araaaeota did they have. Mr. Rubin? 

RAYIUU> RUBIN: 'liflea and they •s in 

Q We-re there tanks in the atreetT 

RAnam RUBIN: I didn't notice. I saw 

t.._ aurnund the bouae and it frightened me so I didn't 

even look ouuide ap.in. I ran dOlffl and told ray brother. 

Q So you didn't aee what kiad of .ehiclea they bad? 

RA?HDHD IUBIN: No. 

Q Hor did you obaene tbea when they began firing on the 

boue, 

RA'Dl>BD IUBD: No. 

Q Prier to the ti• the firf.Rg c~mnTtCed did any of you 

bear a •raiag or any ether indication from the 

llatloaal Guard that tJaey llligbt begla firina on the 

bouaet 

RA'Dl>RDRUBIN: No. There was one time 

when Albert and I saw thia National Guard -- why they 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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were sboeting at the houae ·•• we waa oo the third floor 

and then vaa a drus in the cleaet and Bob banded it 

to Albert and we ran over to the window to wave it 

outaid.e and t•i.l thenwe was up there and atop shooting. 

At 

on 

that 

tbe 

ti• 

third 

tbey 

floor 

started 

.. 

alwetlng at the wioclGlfS up 

Q 

A 

Nr. BubiD, where vere 

I 'W&a in tbe northwest 

you when the 

bedrOOIIII on 

firing began T 

the aecand flNr of 

the home and I waa prepariag t6 lock a window on the 

nertb aide of the heu8• in that bedrooa. Tbe ■oat 

1fUt.erly window of the north aide of the house. 

Q Fraa your vantage point in that room were 

see tbe National Guard in the atreet'f 

yeu able to 

A 

Q 

I dtdn•t know if they were Rational Guard or what they 

were but I did see men in uniforu crawling on their 

kneu, hiding behind treea and falling to the ground 

aad cr-li.Dg some more with weapons in tbeir poansaien. 

Dld :,oa bar a wrniag fram the Rational Guard poupf 

A Ro. 

Q Mr. 1a,-d Rub-ta_ I believe you testified that 

up to the third fleer after the •hooting begaD. 

Did :,ou go up to the third floor 

the aheeting bad_begunt 

RAY!l>IIIDKUBIN: Yes, we ran. 

you went 

after 

Q You ran up. What vaa your purpose in 
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15 

A As I u:plained before it seemed like whatever vaa 

•happening -- if this was happening -- I atill didn't know 

at that tiae that anytht•g waa bappelling to the bouae 

but I did feel that wha~.,,_r it waa vaa certal.al:, at a 

l.owr level aDCIthe Nf .. t place -.ald be to go up to 

the tbird floor and that u the r-•on I suppon. 

Q Ia there a large chfamey on the tblrd floor! 

A There la two of tbea. 

Q Did :,eu uae the chiaaey as a pYotection againat poaaible 

bulleta euering the bowle'l 

A ••• we ran •- wall, we stood at the landing on the third 

floor for a f.., second• until I vaa tryiag to -- then 

the •MOtillg kept gettina more intense and I vu trying 

to detendne where w.uld be the safest place to Nc&pe 

aa:, p•aible pbyaical daaage. 

Q Did the·cbi_.y afford aw pretectioo againat tbe 

bulletaT 

A tea, :,ea -- wall, the ch1eeey -- I didn't know that at 

the ti• but I can aee now that the chillney took eauite 

a beating. 

Q So the bullets were eDterina the beuae at that peintT 

A I •••t knClllf that tbey wen. 

Q Mr. aa,-ncl Rubin, you teatified that you diapla:,ed 

an article of clotbina to.the National Guard group at 

one peiat. 

BETZ. ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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Wa■ that a pink bathrobe, do you recall! 

IAY!l>NDI.OBIN: That we waved out the 

vlodowt 

Q 

lilK)ND RUBIN: No, it vaan't. 

Q It was not a pink bathrobe! 

Q 

RAYMOffl>RUBIN: llo, I think it 

if it •ku any difference. I am not sure. 

I 1ee. What ,as your purpose in banging that 

eut the wiadov1 

vu yell•• 

bathrobe 

RAYMONDRUBDI: To let the■ know we was 

up there. Wewanted tbea to atop et.otlaa ■ owe ceuld 

c .. out. 

Q In other verda, tt was COllp8rable to 

RAnl>ND RUBIN: Yee. 

a flag of surrender! 

Q Okay. 

out of 

Did tbere come a ti• 

the bowie, left the 

when all 

houaeT 

three of you went 

RAYMCMDIUBD: Yes. 

Q Had.the firing stepped before that? 

RADl>RDRUBIN: Yea. 

Q Waa tbia after you bad shown tbia bathrobe! 

RAnl>RD RUBIN: Y••• it was. 

Q What bappenecl when you left tbe hoWleT 

IAYIEND RUBD: We ran to the first 

fleer and w opeaed the dining room vindon 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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j1111peclout and I Juapecl out and Albert 

"'1 •1-• out of the living room. 

ran 1n to get 

Aa we j,111.ed out they ran up •• 1 think 

there vu three or four of tbea and they nid. "llcwe, 

move, move.H 

Q By that you mean the llational Guard aol4t.,araT 

RAYMmmRUBIN: Yu, men ia grsen 

uiaif-- ancl they laid ua in the street and I would say 

about a llim1te later Albert jtaped out of the window -­

they uked if anybody •l•• was in there and I said yea, 

Q 

one aore and he juaped out and w were layiDg 

street because they moved ua out to the alley 

Did tlley thea arreat youT 

in the 

after that. 

RAn«>NDRUBDi: I don't think we were 

&Treated until the police came in the paddy wagon. 

Q The liati_.l Guard called tbe police and told them to 

c-, ia that the storyT 

IA'D«>RDRUIIN: I have no idea. 

Q But f.D any event you wre lying on the ground face down? 

RAYM<lmRUBIN: Yea. 

Q And you re•ioed there for a periad of timeT 

BA'Dl>NDRUBIN: Just a few 1111.oute•. We 

Q 

•• removed to the alley 

The Rational Guard held 

and ... rched. 

you then until the police 

arriyedT 
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RA'DIJIU> IUBIN: Yea. 

Q What bappe&led at that point! 

RAYll>l1DltJBIN: We were moved fna the 

alley to the front of the bowte and we bad to atand on 

the feoce with our b,..,._,leaaing on the fence and our 

feet out as far back .. they would go until the police 

arrived. We were tben haodeuffed and put in tbe paddy 

Q 'feu 1Mre then l>nugbt to jailt 

RAnl>IID IUBIR: 

Q What bappeDed when you arrived 

RA!MDRD RUBIN: 

and bad our wg ahota and put 

The Tenth Precinct. 

at' the Tenth Precinct! 

We were fingerprinted 

in the bull pen. 

Q Had aay of you been injured either during the •hooting 

or thereafter prior to the time you arrived at the 

Teatb Precillctt 

A I bad been bit oo the kneea aad lep and back witb rifle 

butt• as I re•lllber aad alao a bayonet vaa put at ay 

rectum and it piercecl a little bit. 

Q Bad you attapted to nai•tf 

A 

Q 

Ito,. •••lately not:. 

Wu there any explanatien ginn to you bJ the Rational 

OUarda•n for tbia bebanK7 

A Per the beating! 

Q Yea. 
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You -n about tbe rifle butts, they jut kept -- let's 

see vb.at were they aayiag -· .... thing about cop killers 

and sai,en and they lcept Nyina nipera and uaing 

prefaait)'. They kept uld.Gg why we shot amt what did ve 

think we were trying to accGlllpllah. 

Did you respond tot• -tll•tioaaT 

Y••• I told them that there bad been -- no one bad •bet 

fr• the bouae at any tiaa. 

I• that true, had any of yea fired that rifle at the 

Guard ... nt 

ALBERTIWH>NDS: Ro. 

RAnmtm IUBIN: Ho. 

Mr. Robert RubinT 

Ro. 

Had you been 

Had you been 

atatioo! 

injured at all, either of 

ALBEIT lWN>IIDS: Re. 

RAYM<IID RUBIN: Ro. 

injured befere you arriftd 

yout 

at the police 

RA'Dl>NDRUBIN: Just a nudge in the back 

with a bayeoet r,ery once in awhile and they bad hit ua 

aa the lep vitb rifles .. ytng, "You louay anipera, you 

will leam. " 

Wu thia your experience, Mr. HaaBondat 

ALBDT HAIH>HDS: Yea. 
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Q You arrived at the police atation then and were 

l•ecllately 

with a cat 

put 1n the bull pen, what ia the bull pen! 

BAlll>NDRUBIN: It la a group of cella 

walk that eurrounda it. 

Q Did any ef you reque.t an 

call or contact anyone? 

apportuaity to make a telephone 

A Yu, I dtd. Tlwy told me that the pbonea were all out 

.-f ..:der. In fact• •• I remember the cord was severed 

froa the telephane at tbe pnciact. 

Q You then vent into the bull pea togetber with the other 

two! 

A Initially we were all put in there together, yee, as I 

rwabe1r. 

Q Did the police adviae you of the charge• that bad been 

brought apl•t yGUT 

A 

Q 

Up• 

Y... 

arriving at the police etatienT 

RAYMmD RUBIN: Can any one of us answer 

tbat1 

Q Yea. 

RAYMONDRUBIN: As we moved in the paddy 

wagon one of the National Guarda•o said, "What do yoa 

ba" 

aaid 

there," and someone said, ''Three 

take them ia the back door. 

aoipera," and be 

Q I•••• Did there came a tillle when each of you was 
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r..,.,ed from tbia bull penT 

Start with la,-,ad Rubin. 

BAlMONDRUBIN: Y••• we waa -- all three 

of us was removed to be interviewed and bw•tipted. 

Q Wbo ves the f irat1 

AJ,UltT.
<· • 

-RAtllfflDis:I waa the firat to be 

queatiened. 

Q Could you tell us vb.at bappeaed? 

ALBDT HMN>NDS: Well. they took ua. 

all three of ua --

Q (laterp•ins): Who were tbeyt 

ALBDT HANC>NDS: The detectives. 

They took ua into the lnterr ... tioo room 

and all three of us aat at the desk and they took the 

handcuff• off us. 

They took Bob and Ray over by a Coke 

•chin• and I WU trUUtionad by ayaelf. He ••ked -. 

the detective asked• all about ray friencta. you know, 

what kind of friaoda I hang around with at haae and I 

told bi■ and tben be uked ae about why ve were abootlng 

and I told hill we vasn 't shooting at anyone. He asked 

me about why I ws.witb Bay and Bob and I told hill that 

ltay had aaked • earlier in the day to help bill and hia 

brother move SOiie stuff f-raa the howse and he says 

all right. 
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Then be took me back and juat •• be was 

taking me back to the call be said, "reu are gof..llg to 

learn to tell the truth before you leave here." 

I didn't notice Bob and Ray at fint but 

after I got a little way put them they were ataading 

by a Coke •chine and the one detective teok me back 

to the cell and he undane the handcuff• and just•• he 

turned to walk away he nodded hie bud and the National 

GuardSIIU. puabed me up apinst the wall and I stood 

atraigbt and this one police officer atarted to kick 

me and I atepped back and juat ••·t atepped back my bead 

come d«-0 • little bit and he come up with a blackjack 

and bit me under the left eye. I grabbed my eye and 

atarted to fall to the grouad and a0111tboclybit me over 

the rtght eye aad when I was oo the ground there was 

about five or six police officer• and llatiGD&l Cuardsaen 

klckiag me tn the back. One of the police officers 

hollered for me to get up and I started to get up, 1 

waa ·1n a acruattina pealtloa, aod the police officer 

tbat waa on the right aide of me grabbed me by tbe ear 

aad pulled me up. 

Then tbay unlocked the cell and pushed 

me in the cell. I took eff ay avutabirt that 1 bad 

on and I .. 1ked to the back and by thia time ay nose 

and ay lip right beTe waa bleeding and ■year was 
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bleedt.ag and I laid down on the floor in the back part 

of the cac.alk. 

Then a few adnut•• later lay come in and 

I heard •-body holler• ''Blood • ., Everybody oved 

avay aad be walked dGIID tile llliddle of thia ca·twalk and 

be aay•• "!bey got ••" He •• holding the back of his 

head and I looked up and he aay•• ''Ob, they got you, too." 

1 don't reme:-.be,:-anything after that but 

about -- I guess it was five o'clock they took Ray to 

the hNpital to have hi• head aewed up. 

The one pelic:e efficer that came through 

to take bi.a out. he looked at me and be grabbed me by 

the chin and he say•• "There ia nething wrong with bim," 

and tbr- my chin off to tbe side. Juat at that time 

I tbnv up all over the floor. 

About a quarter after five or 5:30 tbey 

took me and Bob aad they put WI out in the gar ge part 

of the Tenth Precinct. We waa out there all day Thursday 

and about two o'cl.ck Frlclay IIOJ.'Ding they put us on a 

bu8 aad brought ua dwn to Beaubien and we sat on the 

bua until about Ss30 or ah o'cloelt. Then they put us 

in the garage at Beaubien and we waa down there until 

we went to Court Friday afternoon. 

Q Hr. ea..oada, when you refer to tba catwalk to which 

you were returned follGlfi.ag thi• beating. do you mean 
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that :,ou were returned to your cell? 

ALBERTHMl«)HDS: Yea. 

Q Were there a 

in the cell'? 

large number of peepl• with you at that tf.Jlle 

Q Do you recall 

ALBEITBAMMOlO)S:Yea• there••• 

talking,~~ thia experience with any 

prt.aenera at that tl•T 

ALBERTllAMM<E>S: Ro• I doa't. 

Q But JOQ wre in a atate of aboc:k at tbat point, 11111ren't 

ALBERTHAlill>RDS: I waa so bad I eould 

badly see ay band in front of ray face. 

Q Mr. la,,..lllld lubln, after you bad been ..,.rated fr• 

Mr. Ba da what bappeaecl! 

JlA»Dfl) RUBIN: Bob and I vu et:andiDg 

by the Coke •chine. 

The llatiooal Guardamen guarilng the group 

of prt.awr• upt aaying • ''One move out of you and you• re 

dead." He just kept Nying it. Every five or aix 

minut:ea be would aay it. 

Bob aaked if he could have a Coke and 

thi• one efficer 

to hill that be 

oame by and be Hid that when be talked 

bad better .. y ya, air and be said, 

"Do yeu ~•rstand ••" and Bob .. 1•. i'Y .. , 

•ay•• "'f••• wb4at,n and Bob Nid, "f••• air." 
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be says for two word• I WGUld kick you in the 1roin 

but ti. aaad other werda and latar on, about five ainutea 

aftar that, I,_. reaoved from Bob. 

I was iavatigated or queatioud. They 

uked me •Uf!ationa, ~..X b&Ye a girl friend, vbara doe• 

ahe live, what do ray friends do, if I work or aaytblng 

like that. Theo I was handcuffed again and raturnecl 

back to tbe bull pen. 

Aa I wu uobaoclcuffed tba National 

Guard8lllt0 •tartad to uDlock the door and be nodded bi.a 

bead and a01111110De,could bear hi■ leap off the gx"owxl,I 

and I beu'd, "Loay •niper," and acaething bard came 

dOlfDand bit ae in the back of the bead. Iaaecliately 

bleed •tarted P9hiq out and I tried to look arouad 

te aee wbo did it and I vu then bit in the neck and 

the door fl.., open and they puabed me in. I couldn't 

aee who did it or vbat did it. 

Q Wen yeu •truck l>y Ma band or did be have an inatruaent 

of aaae ltindT 

RAnl>ND BUID: It wa• v-ery bard• aoaetbing 

like an inatrum.eot. 

Q Hr. Robert Rubin, what was your aperience after you 

were ..,.rated, after !Ir. 11a-nnd• .... aaparated from 

yauT 

A Thia one officer walked up, looked me in the face, and 
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told me that wery time I aaw him pus by or every ti.lie 

be looked at me I •• to uy • ''Y.. , sir," otherwise -­

Q (Iaterpoaing): Waa this a police off f.cer or llat:iooal 

Qaardaaant 

A A police officer. 

~ ._ would kick me iD the -­

aball 1 uae the exact wordat Otherwise he was ping to 

kick me in the ball• as be said. 

-I was very cooperative. Every time be 

looked at me I said, "Tea. air." 

After some time my brothe.r la,-aad was 

separated fraa •. I was left standing by the Coke 

11Mbtne aad aa far as I mewhe was being interrogated 

by tile 4etectivu. That was my idea on the -tter. 

s ... tille later I was .,...1f called in 

and 4U9atlonad and the detective tol• me that I aigbt 

u ... 11 admit to bavtng shot at the National Guard 

and tbe tank because tlley had -- I believe tbey said 

20 .,.,S.tw-. He aaicl• "YClll will save us a lot of 

trouble and inconvenience if you will admit to it now," 

and be aaid, 1'1t will go a lot ... ier for you. u I 

said• "'naere la nothing.to admit to. I have told you 

the absolute truth about not having fired any ahota 

£ having any lmolrledge of any ahota havb• been fired 

fr• the bOW1e,.. Then at which point be kept insisting 
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that they had 20 eyewitneuea vbo had seen tbi• happen 

and about that ti- I refuaed to anawer any further 

quutiou ef any kind. I was scared out of ray wt.ts. 

I think they wanted me to • ign same type 

of fora and aa I r••IQIU ~. did not alga aaydaillg. I 

refuaed to tallt, to anavar any aore queatioaa. 

After thla I was led froa tbe detective's 

41UQtionillg area. through the ball and back past the 

Coke •ebine where we bad been atandlng. to tile center, 

the apprniaate canter of the froat desk at the preciaet. 

At thia polat the detective. I •••uaed be was a 

detectlft, told me to wlk la the direction of the bull 

pen wblcb I did. He left my company and returned, and 

atarted to go in the direction of the interroptien 

area. 

When I got back to the door of the bull 

pen -- and pttlllg back there I vaa puabed tbrou.gb a 

line, 1,y a line I mean a path which•• tbreugb -- which 

I was told te walk very fast am/or run, ill fact. both, 

aad on either aide of the path or the aiale were 

Rational Guara aad pellee ■en,. 

Let. me say it more accurately. Aa I can 

r1 ■1aber at thia ;of.at there were unifomed men with 

rifln et cetera and •lklng through that I was hit 

several tilles with rUle butta. 
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When I got back to the door I wanted to 

get lo tbat bull pen ao badly and get away from all 

tboee rifle butts and get 811ay frca everything but no 

one 1M8 there to open the door. 

I was called all kinda of names. the 

full range of profanitlea. and I vaa further hit vltb 

NJGDeta. 

Then while atandlng in front of the bull 

pea door tbe officer who told me to aay, "Yea, sir." 

wery tiae be looked at me appeared and I looked at hill 

aad be leolted at me and be said, "I thought eYery ti.lie 

yeu looked at me you were auppNed to ••Y yea, sir". 

Than aa be Mid 1••• air, I believe it waa hi• rlpt 

foot kicked• in the pubic regiOD, the genital.a and 

I doubled ewer in a U•fcma. I could hardly -- the pain 

,... acraciating. 

I vaa teld to get up and by this ti.Ille I 

waa atill in very severe pain and I vaa in tears. I 

•• told to face tbe wll cH.rectly oppoelte fr• the 

bull pea door. 

Shortly thereafter I was•- I felt a 

bl• to_tbe rigbt, jut behind ■y right ear, and a ffl!II 

ainutea later -- of coune, I r-lli>er nothiag that 

bappeDediD that peried. · But a few ■inutea later I 

got up, I was told to get up, aad I barely could. I 
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think aoaeone helped me up and I vaa led back to what 

I call the back dealt which ta directly behind the front 

desk aeparated by a •11 and a door. There 1141\lid vu 

thrown 1a ay face. I belie" it waa •t•r• and aom.e 

off leer Hid• "Do 1•:J•L.-klnd of llboazy". 

There .as alao anetber •n that appeared 

at that ti•. I re•mber bill bJ big block letten on 

hia unifona Jacket which apelled L-e-s-k. He a,,..red 

to be a ld.ah-u, officer in the Hati9Nll Guard. He 

appeared. I beliffe, ahertly after I was getting up 

off the fl•r after bffiq been knocked uncenacioua. 

I alao think that he ace, 1p9nled or waa very nearby 

fr• the moment I got up fr• the floor and was led back 

te tba back desk. I clefialtaly remember ... lag bill at 

the back desk and there•• 1110111ents seemed towhen I 

recolleet hla bavlna been there shortly after I arose 

fr• the flNr after being knocked out. 

He_._ aeveral deroptory atatementa 

and used 11uite a bit ef profauity and told me lf it bad 

been be who •• there at the houae he would not even 

have gl..., ae the .,.,_.tuaitJ to bave come to the Tenth 

Pnctact, tbat be weuld have shot us d•d on tba apot. 

After that I •s put back lnte tbe bull 

pen at which ti• I was •till la quite a due but I 

rell8alber ... 1ng Al aad I have deacribed what appeared to 
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be on bi.a forehead u a "doorknob•'. lt was a hideous 

knot on bia forehead. Bu eye waa completely llen 

shut and I believe I asked Id.a where Ray was and be 

barely knew what waa aot-c. , Al did, and then I noticed 

my brother Ray lying in a ool of hia own blood on the 

floor. 

There wu one other thing. My glass•• 

were r from rae while I was atanding in the ball 

oppoaf.te the bull pen facing the wall. Ny glua s were 

from me and they were, the lenses were atOllped 

out of tbe and after I - soaeti- in there the pal.ma 

of ay bands were rubbed ln the broken glaaa &Del I had 

qui.ta aore bands fer q'1ite aoaae ti.lie. 

Going back to the bull pen, ■y br her, 

the 1 ef blood waa getting larger all the time and 

SOiie M , W I later 1 rned the name ef Gbert Lee 

Butler, bad been ln tbe bull pen when we first bad b en 

put in ther with t any of these injuri • juat 

described. He saw us both before and after the beating 

and be kapt yelli and hollering that there vaa a boy 

dying, bl in to d•th, in the bull pen, would someone 

pl ae belp. 

Be -- eventually after some time, quite 

sometime aa I reae r, someone caae in and reaoved, 

I preauae an officer came in although I don't know -­
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I don't think be bad a unlfODI •• be removed •1 brotber 

and as to where they bad taken 

aaeuaed that lt was for aadlcal 

hi• I 

help 

bad 'no idea. I 

aad that was the 

laat I aaw of.,. br.elaer fa a few da,a. I doa•t recall 

Q 

exaetlJ 

Wu the 

when it waa I saw bill next at thie peiat. 

area where tba beatinga were adalnietared vi•ibl• 

froa tbe cell it•elft 

A Hot fr- tbe entire cell but fr• the opening ill the 

deor. 

Q So that a priMner incarcerated in the bull pen could 

see a portion of the area where the beating• were 

adalnieterecl T 

A Yell. the cleaer to the door be would get the greater 

perspect:iwe hi• eye would enc...,a••. 

Q I see. 

the bull 

Mr. Rubin• after you were 

pen you then were traasported to• 

ed froa 

garage in 

which you wre incarcerated for•-

Could you ducribe 

tiae. 

the cendlt:l.ona in 

A 

which the prleoner• were being bouaedT 

The garage baa a drain in the center of the floor. I 

would aay the prage could ,-aibly be about 30 feet 

by 30 feet. There were over a hundred men in tbat 

garage. 

The center drain 18 -- the fl•r of the 
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garage slepe.s down ta the center drain -- the center 

drain was blocked, waa etapped ~ and in erder to have 

a bowel movement or to uriaate it_. neeuNry to 

urinate er excreta la a large pool which was appr•illat:ely 

12 f•.t in 

the center. 

corrected 

dt ... ter aad ,-.tbly 

It was May• •ny 

the drain and 1n tbe 

• •ybe a foot deep in 

beur• before they 

..anti• human excretion 

wa all over &Delwe bad to eat with the •-11 and the 

excretion rf.abt ln front of us. 

Q AppYn1M~ly how IIA1lJ people were 1a the garage at that 

tilleT 

A Aa I rewber there were over a hundred. I re•aber 

Q 

the figure 

Wmn were 

107 having been told 

you finally arraipad'I 

to me by someone. 

arougbt before a 

A 

lfagbtrateT 

I eoa't re-1,er tbe date. 

I would Ny 

ALBERTHMH>NDS: It was l'riday 

three o'clock in tbe aftemoon. 

abeut 

Q What ocearred at that 

ALBEIT 

arraipaentT 

HAJH>NDS: A bond of $2S.ooowas 

placed on each of ua. 

IAYll>NDIUBIH: The three of ua were 

back t091tlllier ln a 

to Frl.•1 I was ... 

group apin. Pren Wednesday night 

Q (Int rp•i-.g): "Were you able to make 
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A No. 

Q Were you then returned to jail'! 

A Yes. 

Q Did you io back to the Tenth Precinct? 

A Ro. 

ALBERT HAliH)NDS : We were put on DSR 

buses ou-t beside tbe Recorder' a Courtrooa. 

Q For bow lona did your-in on thoae buauT 

ALBDT HA!H.lHDS: We was on the bm until 

alNNt, I would aay, two o'clock S&tm:day. Then we was 

taken into V&yne Comity and p-rocuaecl through Wayne 

County and put back on the 

bua until Sunday afternoon 

bua••. 

then 

We sat 

they took 

out on the 

WI to the 

beach bouae at Belle Isle. 

Q So altegett.r can you ap~te bow many houn you 

Q 

apent 

During 

on the buat 

ALBEIT HAMMONDS: About two clays. 

that period of time were you given food? 

Q That was the 

ALBERT IWIIOHDS: Two sandw.l.cbeaa day. 

total food that you were given'f 

ALBERT HAtH>NDS: Yea. 

Q Were you ~••¥'jllCI f~• the bus•• periodicallyf 

ALBERT BAIH)HDS: Only when we was 

Q 

precea•ed tbraugb WayneCounty. 

Were tbere any toilet 6".µkiea on the buat , 
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ALBERT BAlltDiDS: They bad a wooden 

bouae·•like oveT a drain on the aide of tbe atr-t and 

they would let ua go off the bua one at a time. 

Q You elept aboard tbe bu8T 

ALBDT BMal>RDS: Ye■ . 

Q Who vu guarding the bue • Ratienal Guard or peliee 

offlcereT 

BA'Dl)RD RUBD: Air Force. They bad '.'Air 

Force" written on their green unifcmaa. 

Q I see. 

When were you releaaed from jail T 

ALBDT IIAMM(l(DS: rrtday, Auguat S, about 

seven o'clock at night. 

Q 

RAYIDID RUBDI: l'ive-thirty. 

Kr. Be,-,.,nd■, you juat atated that the date of your 

releue vu Auguat Stb. Are yeu ■ure it was Aup.at Stht 

ALBERTIWll»IDS: It was the 4tb on a 

:rrtday. 

Q Aad before you were rel••• waa 

at which you appeared? 

ALBDT HAll«IIDS: 

there a 

We were 

Court: proceeclbg 

in the cell 

nut to the Courtroa and they took ae and lay 

tbey aet us la that beoth there by the Judge'• 

and ve aat there until tbit lawyer fiaiabed. 

Bob •a still inaide. 

out and 

stand 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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we waited 

They let ua 1• 

outaide the Ceurtrw 

and they 

until 

flniabad with 

tbey finlalwd 

lob 

witb 

Bob. 

q Pellwiag your rel.... frea 

Court proc1edlnp 1D .,... . .. . ,. 

•1mlfnationt 

prla• 

tun of 

vaa them further 

a preltahMlry 

A 

~ 

A 

Did 1• 

Yea. 

appear ba Ceart at that tiaeT 

Q Thia•• true ef the other two wf.tneaau u .. 11t 

ALIEIT BMaDIDS: Yea. 

IAYll>BD KUBDI: Y•. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Hr. Robert Rubin. can 1• tell ua what bappwd at 

pnc1edlagt 

Tbe cbar ..... re diaaiand apinat the three •f ua. 

Aa a coaaequence of the lnjurl• fblch you received 

that 

at 

tile Tenth 

te UDdup 

Precinct, llr. Robert 

any b.Npitallsatlon 

lubin, were 

fer further 

yeu required 

medical 

treataeDt? 

A I bave bad an awful let of cllfficulty with-,., ... I 

ha" 

., .. 

had ••vea pair 

keep cbalaalng. 

ef glaa- •de aince then aod IIJ 

I ban had to uae mdlcation fsr-, auua 

aDCIIba•• 

still to 

bad quite 

this day. 

a bit of pain lD-, genital region, 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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I atlll need pa,cbiatrlc help fraa all of 

tbla. Laud nota .. terrify •• s- ti.lie aao in l1ew York 

I •lkN out of a bullcliqg and there wu c-tr:uct:lon 

goia1 on witb an air he ■ al:' and the next thing I re•llher 

I•• back 111 the bulld:lag :ln a telepbane boeth on the 

floer ancl bad no recollecti• at the tilla of h• l got in 

there. 

I balltbeen taki.Dg tranquilll.aera and will 

certaialy •-It, .. t seek further help froa tbe pbyalcal 

and aental ....... which were caused then. 

Q Ban either of ti. other two witneaaes received further 

aadlcal treataent •• a cwequeace _of the injuri•• 

whlcb JOU ncelftdT 

IAYIIJIID IUBD: I have been haYillg anere 

baadaebaa ao I have an appeiatallllt with a d•tor 

t-■ rrOlf llight became ttae epot llbere I wu lllt baa been 

teader e-nr atnce it happened. 

Q Bolr abeut ,-.u. Mr. a, ar1aT 

AI.BUT IWIDms, Ro, I b&'l'eO't. 

Q Nr. lobert Rubin• de you recall tbe na• of the officer 

who iaauucted you to refer to bf.IIal•y• u, ''T•, air"! 

A I ldentif led bia picture at ttae CiYll CGaplalnt Bureau 

of the Detroit Police Departaant and-• told hi.a na• 

•• Cbarl•• w.1-1.ey, w-a-1 ..... -1..-y. 

I al•• identified bia pbotegrapb 
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Tuuday of thu week to the r.a.1. 

I al.M lcl•tlfled a p~ of the •n 

who bad written ta bl.a Jacket L◄••-k• to tbe , ••• 1. 

tb.i• week. 

Q Did ,officer W.1-ley ~";JI badge or &GJ other ... na of 

1clalltif1cat1• wbil.e ta tbe atationhoua• T 

• 
OD btll. 

Q Colas back te the tlae wben ,eu left tbe haaa•• allertly 

after tha Rational Cuard flriag bad c-• • did tbe 

offieen •• any tbraata t• you about rwmlng ,-a dCND 

with dMa vebicleT 

A Y... While .. were layiag ea Lalletbe Street with our 

h•••·• faclag wt, on GUZ' atwba. •--- ndered the 

tanka term ua cwer. 

Q 

.. The taDke. aa I r••lllxlr. dtd •" ••nbat but •topped .. 

Q I• tbla ttae recelleeti •f tM other vitaeaaea u wll! 

Al.IDT BAMllllDS: Yu. 

IADDII> RUBIN: Yea. 

Q Hr. 'la,-nd &uld.a• did aaythiq w:u.ual happen wbm yeu 

were heiq tranepfftN fna tbe jail to the llNpitalT 

IAt!IIID RUBIR: 'fea• l-. butea fr• 

the tiae ve left the r:eciact • Llvernoia until tbe 

t!ae we reached Detrcdt Reuivlng IINpital. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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Duriq tbat tiae we bad paaeed a caravan. 

er juat a areup ef jeepe and one taDk, and they yelled 

out ef.the back •f tbe truck. "Do you want to•• what 

an ua bole loon lib wbo atarta a f ipt with a tank 

and all tie bad wa a .22·•• and tbey Nid JU and I wa 

r••••ed fr• the truck and am:roundecl and juat about then 

a Mid wu ead.na tbreap t.-.i. it ws before curf•• 

it.,.. before ti.lie fer it to be liftacl. and they atepped 

it and ,tarted NHCbiag the truck. They said •11 we 

hoe other tbiap to clo •• they put me back lD tha .. po 

and atart:N te beat • apin U11til • reached Detroit 

-i•lng JINpital. 

Q Vent_,. beating you with their flatat 

RA'Dl>RDIUBD: lifl••• flwy blt • in 

tbe left blllple with rifle butt•• la the left t ... l•• 

ript ear aDd the rlgbt lmN. 

Q Aacl tbeN wre llatlcmal QuardnaQ1'bo were clolag tbu! 

IA111>11DIUBD: Y•. 

NI. BDIDAII(: I bellen that u all the 

41U•tl- I hne. 

(Whenupea tbe depNitl• .... concluded.) 
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S'?Aft a, NICRIGAH ) 

~ ss.comn OP WADE 

CIITD'ICATB a, llOplY PUBLIC 

I, Hol."lla Mitchell. of the fira of BETZ, 

1<*-Ln aad StlllDS. Qualified Court leperten, a Rotary 

Public within ad f~~ .tile:Ceua.ty of Koal,oe • State of 

llt.cbipa, daly ca ta•i..-1 and qualified, do ta.reby 

certify tbat tbe vitneea vbOlle attacbacl d.,..iti• •• 

taken befere - in tt. befere-entitlAd cauae on .January 

11, 1968, wu by ae firat •u11 cautioaed aad aworn to 

t .. tlfy the tneb, tbe wbele truth, and nethiag but the 

tJ:utb in tbe cauae aforuaid, that tbe t•tl_,. caitai.Ded 

la Mid • .,..itien tben giwm by said witneaa •• b7 

• reduced t• writing ia the pruenc• of aaid vitae•• bJ 

IINna ef a~, and afterward.a tranacribecl upee a 

tfp•rlter under 111Jpen_.l aupeniaiont and that the 

.. id e1.,..1tien 1a a true and correct traaHript of tbe 

whole ef tba t .. ttamy ao atven by the Mid wltneaa aa 

afereNicl. 

I de further eertif7 tbat I aa not conwte 

bJ bleed er •rrtap with any of tbe partla, or their 

atterne,a, or aaenta, aDIIthat I• net an -.i.,.. of 

eitber of ta.., nor intentated, 41raetly or iDdirectl7, 

in the •tter la coatrwera7, either aa counael, •&eDt. 

att_...,, or etherwiae. 
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IH WI'l'IIBSS IIHDP.OF, I have hereunto aet., 

hand and affixed my notarial aeal at Detroit• County of 

Wayne, State of Mlchlgaa, thi• JfJ. day ef _(...~.....~~..llr.iii..-.P 

li 

Rora tchell 
Rotary Public, Monroe CountJ • Kiebiga 
My C..iaaion upirea March 19• 1971. 
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NATIONALADVISORYCOMMISSIONON CIVIL DISORDERS 

-----------------,
l-l•V•E-S•T-I-G-A-T-1-0-N ) 

) 
) 
) 

Re: Detroit, Michigan ) 
) 

The Depoaltion of JOHN O'BRIEN• BOYD 

Slll«>NS• and ALLANBLANCHARD, before Gerald Hanson,taken 

a Rotary Public within and for the County of WaYI"', State 

ef Mic~igan at 823 Federal Building, Detroit, Michigan,1 

on T11eaday, January 9, 1968, coamencing about 3:30 o'clock 

la the afternoon. 

FOi THE NATIONAL ADVISORYcx»ellSSION: 

MR. HERMANWILSON 

-
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Detroit, Michigan 

Tuesday, January 9, 1968 

About 3:30 o'clock, P.M. 

JOHN O'BRIEN, BOYD 

SIMMONS, ad ALL AN BLANCH A ID, witneaaea 

herein, after having first been duly sworn by the Rotary 

Public to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, testified aa follawa: 

Ml. WILSON: Starting from right to 

left would you state your name and home addre.sa for the 

Jm. BLANCHARD:Allan Blanchard. 

20690 Vernier Circle, Groaae Pointe Wooda, Nichigao. 

MR. SDN>NS: Boyd Siaaou. 1460 

Bates, Birllinghaa, Michigan. 

Ml. O'BRIEN: 409 Arbana, Arm Arbor, 

Michigan. 

MB. WILSOII: All of yot1. gentleaen are 

engaged in some phaae or another in the newspaper bualneas? 

MR •. BLAHCBARD:Yes. 

MR. O'BRIEN: Yes. I am the aanaging 

editor and he is (indicating) presently assist,arit managing 

editor. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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MR. WILSON: Mr. Simons, you are 

lndicating? 

MR. O'BRIEN: That's right. 

MR. SlllfOMS: I was at that tlme. 

MR. o•BRIEM: And Mr. Blanchard is a 

staff reporter. 

Mi. WILSON: And what newspaper? 

MR. O'BRIEN: Detroit News. 

Ml. WILSON: Were all of· ,-a gentlemen 

there durlng the month of July, 19671 

MR. O'BRIEN: Yea. 

MR. WILSON: Can you tell me whether 

at some point during that month you all became inv lved in 

a particular homicide which occurred during the Detroit 

diaorders7 

Ma. O'BRIEN: Well, several. 

MR.WILSON:Did you become involved 

iD a particular homicide involving a young man named 

Dalten'l 

MR. SIMHONS: Yea. 

MR. WILSON: Now, Mr. Siamona, can 

you tell• how you received notice of this particular 

hoadcide'f 

MR. SIMt«>NS: I received an anonymous 

call fr0at a girl who said abe bad seen thia Dalton boy 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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arrested near her home and marched down the street by 

two policemen, hia hands in the air, and •be had heard 

1 tr that he was found dead on Grand River and she was 

curieua how this could be aad asked us what we knew. 

We didn't know anything except that 

be bad been found dead, so I assigned Allan Blanchard to 

find out about it. 

Mil. WILSON: And, Mr. Blanchard, can 

you tall me what actions you took after the case -- the 

matter had been usigned to you by Mr. Siaaons? 

MR. BLANCHARD: I went to the home of 

William Dalton and which was 1495 Taylor in an attempt to 

find out who lived there, what relatives; and found that 

he had lived with his mother at the -- in this home at the 

tlae and I asked her if she knew any of the circwutancea 

surrounding her son's death. 

She told me that ahe had heard that 

be waa abot by a policeman over on Grand River. This 

address where he lived waa some distance from the scene of 

the ahooting. She informed me that abe had lived over 

there earlier laat year and that most of their acquaintance 

were in that neighborhood where the shooting occurred and 

that abe could take me to hoaes over there where ahe though 

her aon might have been that night. 

So, ahe accompanied me in my car and 
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we went to Fernwood Street and to a house which pbaequent y 

turned out • be the saae heuae frcNDwhich the call was 

-d• to the Bew•.. Thia waa at 4171 Fernwood. 

I talked to several people at that 

addre••• it being a flat, with Mrs. Dalton.preaeat, to fi 

out what ruad happened to Williaa Dalton that night. 1 

learned that he had been at that addre••• that be was goi 

with a girl who lived there and late in the evening of the 

•l&ht of the abootlag. which was .July 26th, bad left the 

bouae wltb two other men and was lat aeen by tbeae 

peeple wlt.b theae two •n, or boys aad a third ean a 

couple of houses down. 

Do you want the full detail• of thia, 

or do yeu want tbe pnar .. aion of ■y own iaterviewa u 

such'? 

MR. WlLSOR: Well, I would like to 

know not necessarily the names, but geaerally the people 

to whoa )'OU apoke, arad not in any great detail what they 

told you. but aenerally what the facta were aurroundiq 

thi•, the actual boltlcide .. 

HI. BLABCHARD:I llight aay for the 

record I aa recalllag this out of the atory we prlated at 

the tiae to refreah •Y recollection, I do DOt have the 

note• at thia partieular ti• of tbu particular iacident, 

but theJ' MJ be 111 rr., deak a- .....uere, but 1 waan • t able 
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to locate them. 

At the Fernwood address I talked to 

the faaily of the girl who Mra. Dalton said had been her 

son's girlfriend, and the laet they saw of Willi• was 

in front of the house after he had been with theae«:her 

gentleaea and a scuffling had occurred and there were 

policemen there and be was being asked to aurrender and he 

had then surrendered and they were leading him down the 

street toward• Grand River, which ia half a bleck avay. 

there was other converaation which had to do with her 

connection with William and ether thing• pertainiag to 

that night which doesn't neceaaarily figure exactly upon 

the incident. 

After that someone ln the neighborhood 

whose name I did not get• but a young fellow came up and 

said that he knew of someone on the next block who . l1e •had ~ rd 

had seen Dal ton shet. As a result of this I went with 

this man and we went over to the next block, which was 

Edaunton. and we went to the second or third house off the 

corner and talked to Charle• Hall. 

This man lived in the upper flat. 

He was a young rnarYied man and he lived upataira above bis 

parenta and be told me that be had beard noiae in the alley 

that aight and waa looking out his back•- went to his 

back window and looked out down towarda Grand River, which 
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ia oaly two houses away. The alley paralleled Grlllld River 

and from the back of hia houee, which I verified viawally, 

be ceuld aee the inter•ectioo of his alley behind hi• house 

and tbe one paralleliD& Grand River, which was behind a 

large furniture storage warehouse and there.was a •treet­

light there and be said in the streetlight he saw a young 

man who be did not know beiiw frisked with -- by policemen. 

I c4n't recall wbether he said there 

were two or three policeaen at the tiae. I believe there 

was two, or Ratieaal Guard. He was confuaed with whether 

they were policemen or National Guardamen and tbere was 

some conver•ation which he couldn't hear becaw,e the polic .. 

men were faciag away froa hi■, away from the building. He 

ceuld not bear what dley said, but be could bear some 

reaarka from the boy to the effect that •- be was pleading 

with thea in denying thing• which they were appareatly 

aeeualag bl• of. 

He said they then took the bey to the 

front, or on Edaunton across into the parking lot which wa 

at the end of the street which began -- it was only two 

doora dGlfD from where he was, but at tbe front of hia houa 

and he went to the front door which looked out upon the 

aecend story perch of a flat and he stood in tbe doorway 

and there were several pelic ... n out in the parking lot 

and he saw tbea interregating the boy there and also saw 
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them take bill down the alley apposite bia house briefly 

and then bring hill back. Be aaid there was some action 

in the parking lot which be couldn't describe too well and 

he heard - he saw, heard the boy pleading again, and if 

I give you a quotation it will have to be out of this 

st ry becauae I can't recall what they were ex ctly. 

Can I quote fro■ this ato%yT 

MR. WILSON: Yea, please. 

MR. BLANCHARD: Be said, "Hewent to 

a window overlooking it aid in the atr etlightsar a youth 

ln a white atrav hat standing with his hands on the ware­

house--" This la an earlier iacident, I will aklp down. 

Hall aaid, "Ile saw the officer shove 

the shotgun at Dalton which prompted hi• cry." Bia cry 

refers to a coament by hi■, or shout by Hall, "Don't do 

that, or don't do that, or don't shoot that bey, .. and Hall 

said at the tiae that when he aaid that one of the officers 

in the parking lot screaaed back at hi■ some obscenity, I 

forg-et what it waa, ''Get your ·fucking ••• back in the 

build1ag or I will shoot you." He chased hl ■ back and aa 

he chased hi■ back there vaa a shot and he didn't actually 

aee the boy ab.ot. Thia was the essence of \la111s conversa­

tion with me. 

In the neighborhood checking around 

we vent across there to Grand Jliver, which was directly 
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opposite the parking lot on the other side of Grand River, 

I think Mr•. Dalton and I tried to locate the people 11vin 

in the aputaent there, and finally we located some in a 

Salvatien Anq store which had been turned into a relief 

center becauae of the riot and we went back to their house 

with them and talked to tbe■. 

There were three apartments in which 

people vitneaaed some kind of action across there. Their 

atoriea varied a lightly, but those wte said they saw it aai 

tbat the oae -- one of the officer• told the boy to run 

and that the bey ran and•• he leaped over, started to 

leap ever the hood of a car which was parked in the front 

of the parking lot agalut the build1qg, that he was shot 

and be fell into the atreet, onto the sidewalk on Grand 

liver just around the corner of the building and laid 

there for aome ti•. They alao said that they were --

they were not very clear about the length of ti• that he 

laid there, but it aeeaed to them lt ••• a coaalderable 

ti■e and that they thought he was alive. 

They said that at tbi• tille -- during 

thi• ti• varioua people coae down the street, •atiooal 

Cuard••• or civlli.ana or police officer• aod in a couple 

of ioatancea they bad come out and looked at the body and 

gotten back in. 

At tbe same t 1• I found that, 
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accord1ng to the police report• there was a radlo run put 

out at 12:45 P. M. aeadiag a car to the acene on the report 

of a man down. However, Dalton was not dead on arrival 

at IIOrthweat Hospital until 2:20 A. M. In trying to aacer• 

tain what happened in tbia particular -- why a run was made 

and why the body did net arrive until auch a later ti•, 

the witneaaea, not knolling of thia did say that at one 

poiot a aquad car came along and the officers were getting 

out of the car with a atretcber when soae other officer• 

came aleng. They can• t recall whether they were Natienal 

Guard•-n or police offlcera and aaid, ..Get away from that 

body," indlcatlng there was trouble in the area, at which 

tl• the men put the atretcber back into tie car and took 

off. which .. , explalD why the body did not arrive until 

that later tiae. 

In the Mantiae, after learniag thia 

auch and c•ing back la, other lnforaation filling in the 

gapa there, I talked to•· brought it back to the office 

and talked to Mr. SUIIIIOU and aubaequently Mr. O'Brien. 

HR. WILSOB: Mr. O'Brien, when these 

facta were brought to your attention what action did you 

take? 

Ml. O'BRIEN: Well, we theught that 

thia ahould be brought to the attention of the Hoaic1de 

Squad of the Detroit Police Department. So, through our 
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ataffun at the Pol1ce Headquarter• we told him to tell 

the■ th.at ve had some information and if they wanted it 

it was available and they sent over a -- I think it was a 

Detective Sergeant Mason and Lieutenant Reed, and Kr. 

Blanchard told them esaentially what he haaaid here and 

what appeared in the paper. 

HR. BLANCHARD:For the record --

MR. WILSON (InterpNi.Qg): We have 

never, I don't think, placed on the record about what the 

initial police report on this incident aaid aa to the cause 

of death. 

MR. BLANCHARD: It said generally 

that the -- that a caus-e of death wu uaknewn. The 

specific wording of it I can•t recall. I'm looking to see 

if it is in one ef tbeae atoriea here. 

MR. O'BRIEN: Well, they had it that 

he was shot. 

MR. BLANCHARD: Presuaably by a 

aniper. 

MR. SDN>NS: They said be waa abot 

aad there vaa aniper £ire 1n the area waa why the body was 

not removed right away. 

MB. WILSON: Was there any aubaequent 

inveatigation which was made either by you or the police 

departMnt? 
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MR. SIMMONS: There wu a lengthy 

investigation, and a large nuaber ef witnea.aea were brought 

down and we questioned all of the witneases they all had 

talked too. We gave theta the names of all of tbea, 

includiag some of them that he badn•t quoted ba the story. 

They talked to the■ and they talked to a lot •f others and 

then put out a repert. 

A• I recall the report was that there 

had been an arson attempt which Al had turned up in his 

invea tigation too, of the Leenard W... ebouae aDd that these 

three other boys and thia boy were fleeing froa .... the 

police bad been called because of the arson atteapt and 

the Fire DepartMnt, and that they were involved in that. 

I think a warrant was later laaued 

for their arrests in that, and that they had arrested hia 

in connection with that and that he bad been shot when be 

attempted to run and they aaid tbey bad vitneaaes that, 

I believe, they put in the story they had vitneaaea that 

the statement aade at the tiae bad been •toon't run or I 

will ahoot." Whereu, Al was teld it was to run. but they 

aaid that vbat he had beea aixed up with was that it was 

don't run, which you 1H>uld have to find out froa theta, 

what their investigation ahawed. 

Mi. BLABCHABD:S~eqwmtly thla 

matter, as far as my ovn involvement was concerned, on 
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13 

two more daya and two more stories, that first day I did 

talk to two boys who -- two of the boys who had been wlth 

Dalton th.at night and -- do you want their names? They are 

mentioned in the atory. 

MR. WILSON: Yea, if you have the ■. 

MR. BLANCHARD: Terrance Robinaon, 

who ia 17; Flint Young and Willia■ Kiger (T). 

I•• sorry, I said earlier there were 

two, tbere were three and tbey were sitting on a porch with 

a man vhoae name vaa Payne who was not at that tlae 

identified any further to me, and I think bis name aubae­

•uantly caae with the police investigation, they located 

hia. 

One of tbeae boy• already returned to 

V..hiagton, which was his hoae and I wasn't able to talk 

to bi■. However, the two boys, let'• see, that would be 

Robinson and Flint Young, were at that location that day 

and 1 talked to the■ that afternoon and they were very 

vague and they aald that they had been dOWDtbe alley. 

They said that tbey had not seen Dalton at all and they 

left Dalton on the perch and the two of theta bad gone down 

the alley and all of a sudden the pGlice were all around 

and they ran aod they beard some abota fired and hi4 out 

in an apart•nt all night~ 

I aaked them 1Vbat they were doing in 
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the alley, what they were doing up there alnce the curfew 

waa la effect there and they bee•• very vague and they 

aaid they had gone up there to inveatigate some kind of a 

noise. I ••ked whether tbe noiae was like a fire truck or 

•oaethlng and they aaid no, they didn't know. They just 

aaid they couldn't describe the noiae. 

The fe11-,1ng day aa a reault of the 

fir•t atory I got a call froa one of the operators, the 

executives of the lV91'y Brothers Warehouae, vhicb waa the 

furniture varehouae I •ntioned, who aaid that -­

ceaf1dent1ally at that ti•, I think lt doesn't aatter any 

lOQ&er, cenfidentlally at that tiae he had talked to the 

woaan right aero•• the alley that night, the night of the 

abeoting and •he called bi.a and told hia three boys had 

set fire to hla varehouae. 

I talked to thi• woman before he had 

called ae. 1 talked to her the firat day and she waa not 

- - hada' t •een anything. I went back and mentioned about 

the pbonecall, ahe juat aaid ahe was lying on the phone, 

that ahe did not aee anything or hear noise out there. 

However, •h• told me that ahe waa very aucb·afraid and did 

not want to get involved 1n all thia but that she called 

bi■ that night and he was the one who called the police 

and the Fire Departaent becauae bi.a varehouae was a very 

large buildiag, which ap~tl7. 
. t 

lnittated the run to this 
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area. 

MR. SIMK>NS: There are two thing• 

tbat probably aheuld be mentioned. One, there waa no 

report of this shooting, which there is usually a report 

of any person aho~ by a policeaan, there was no report 

aade. That was one reason we inveatigated it. The pollce 

at the ti• had no idea who waa -- what police car was on 
...

the acene, and one of the vitneaaea Al talked to bad heard 

a scout car parked nearby and a callooming for car so and 

ao, where are you, or anaver your call or ao•thing and 

be r81118aberedthe nuaber. He had turned th.at over to the 

police, I think that's how they found out who the officers 

were. 

Tbey later identified the man vhe 

aaid he bad done the 1hootiag. 

MR. BLANCHARD: The wi tneaa who gave 

me that inforaatioo, by the way, was also one of those 

who aaid that ahe bad heard the bey ordered to run. That 

was Mr1. Alberta Jone•, I believe. 

MR. WILSON: Did either of you have 

any occasion to ezaaine the autopsy report, any one of 

you, of thla yeungaterT 

HR. BLA!ICBARD: I didn't exad.ne it 

directly, but I did talk to the man on the police beat 

about it. 
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16 

MB. O'BRIEN: Didn't they have the 

report in the office? 

MR. BLAHCHABD:They had the report 

with tbua about the boy, thatta right. 

By the way, I think it ahould be 

mentlosaed when the officer c .. to the Meting Mr. O'Brien 

called, Detective Maaon had had a preliainary report 

inveatigatiOD started on thia incident already. Do you 

r-aber he had the picture? 

MR. O'BRIER: He had soae photegr•pha. 

MR. BLAIICIIAIID: Picture• of the scene, 

he had not done an:, interregatien. 

MR. WILSOII: The Police Departaent 

bad started an investigation prior to getting your inforaa­

tioa? 

MB. O'BRIEN: Yea. I• not aure of 

the time of thia, but the:, did assign te ... to inveatlgate 

ever:, death in the riot. Now, whether tbia waa part of 

that, I can't retll!lllber whether that waa. 

MR. BJ.MICHARD: Yea, it vaa. The:, --
in fact, I recall that day that Maaon aaid that because 

they bad several, or aaybe it was Reed, I think it waa 

Reed who aaid they had several of these thlnga u•igned to 

each te .. and he was uaing thia, I hate to use the word, 

excuse, but I can't think of a better GQe,, for.,aot g~ing
:: ~ 
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int• thia further than he had been atarted becauae they 

bad so aany of theae riot deatba to inveatigate at that 

tille and everythlag had been aloved down. 

Ml. WILSON: I don't auppoae you, 

Mr. O'Brle11, or you, Mr. Siaaona, spent .uch tiae on the 

atreet during that particular week, did you? 

Ml. O'BRIEN: I walked froa the Neva 

to the fort Shelby Hotel every 16 houra and took a nap. 

Ml. WILSON: Were you, Mr. Blanchard, 

on the atreet ceverlng itT 

MR.BLABCHARD:I was on vacation at 

the tiae. 

MR. WILSON: When did you ceatduct the 

iaveatt.aation1 

HR. BLAllJCHARD: Accordiag to the 

clipping of the firat story waa -- ia dated October -- I 

am aorry, Auguat 9th, and tbia ran the day after I went 

out on it, ao thia -- the death had occurred Jw.y 26th, 

ao I would aay that would be a period of a little over a 

week. 

MR. WILSOII: And you, 

I aaat.1111e aanniqg tbe deak alao7you were 

MR. SIMMONS; 1 was on vacation that 

week. I caae back the following week. 

MR. O'BRIEN: Well, actually he was 
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and the queation was whether to bring hi.a b•ck, 

that somebody waa goillg to have to be freah at 

the four or five ct.ya and so he ca.meback at the 

week, thank God he did because we were all -­

malting IIIOCh aenae about that time. 

MR. WILSON: Well, 1 have no further 

gentlemen. Thank yeu very much for coaing 

(Whereu,pon the depositiona were 

concluded.) 

... 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
) SS: 

COUNTYor WAYRE ) 

CERTIFICATE OF lll>TABYPUBLIC 

I, Gerald Hanaon, of the firm of BETZ, 

ROJLEYand SUMMERS,Qwalified Court Reporters, a Notary 

Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of 

Michigan, duly coaaiaaioned and qualified, do hereby 

certify that the witness whoae deposition was taken before 

me on Tueaday, January 9, 1968, waa by me firat duly 

cautioned and sworn to teatify the truth, tbe whole truth, 

and nothiag but the truth; and that the aaid de~itlon la 

a true and correct transcript of the whole of the teatiaony 

ao given by the said witness upon their oath. 

I do further certify that I Ul not connected 

by blood or -rriage with any of the parties, or that I -

not eaployed by either ef thea, nor interested la this 

aatter in controveray, directly or indirectly, in aay way. 

Ill WITRESS WIIEREOFp have hereunto aetI 

ay band and affi][ed ■y notarial seal at Detroit, Co\Dlty of 
-;I,_ 

Wayne, State of Michigan, thiaJL;ray of ~""J# , 

1968, A. D. 

Gerald Hanson, 
Botuy Public, Wayne County ,Nichlgan 
My Coa.daaion e][pirea November 12, 196. 
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NATIONALADVISORYC<»IIISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS 

-----------------)
I-N-V-E-S-T-I-G-A-T-I-0-N )

) 
RE: Detroit, Michigan. )_________________ J 

The Deposition of VIVIAN RUBIN, taken 

before Norma Mitchell, a Notary Public within and for the 

County of Monroe, State of Michigan, at 457 Federal 

Building, Detroit, Michigan, on Thursday, January 11, 

1968, conmencing about 4:30 o'clock in the afternoon. 

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORYCCIMISSION: 

MR. DAVID BIRENBAl.M 

PRESENT: MR. NATHANIELJONES 

and 

MR. MERLE MC CURDY 
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Detroit, Michigan 

Thursday, January 11, 1968 

About 4:30 o'clock, P. M. 

VIVIAN R U B I N, was thereupon 

called as a witness herein, and after having been first 

duly sworn by the Notary Public to tell the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, testified as 

follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR • .JGIU·a 

Q State your name, please? 

A Vivian Rubin. 

Q Where do you reside? 

A 7477 LaSalle. 

Q In what city? 

A Detroit, Michigan. 

Q Are you the mother of three sons? 

A Two. 

Q What are their names? 

A David and Edward Arthur. 

Q Does your family own or did you own a piece of property 

on LaSalle Street? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that where you presently reside? 
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l A Yes. 

2 Q Were you in possession of that property or did you have 

3 title to that property in July of 1967? 

4 A We had title to that property and we were in the process 

of obtaining possession. 

6 Q Was there an eviction proceeding? 

7 A Yes. 

8 Q Drawing your attention to July 26th, 1967, which was a 

9 Wednesday, were you in New York City? 

A I was personally, yea. 

11 Q Did you receive a call at approximately 7:45 P.M. from 

12 some member of your family? 

13 A Yes, I received a call from my husband. I received two 

14 calla and this was the first one. 

Q Did these calla relate to his intention of changing the 

16 locks on the bouae? 

17 A Yes. 

18 Can I correct what I just said? I actually 

19 received a call from ■y mother-in-law in Detroit asking 

me to call my husband at the tenants' phone in our 

21 house on LaSalle because be didn't want to place a long 

22 di1tance call on their line. 

23 Q Then you placed the call? 

24 A I placed a call in response to my mother-in-law's call 

to me. 
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1 Q From your mother-in-law? 

2 A Yes, in Garden City. 

3 Q Did you receive a call about or did you talk on the 

4 telephone about an hour later? 

A Yes. This was the first I knew that my husband was at 

6 the house when he first called me and when I called him 

7 I told him next time juat to call collect. 

8 Q So then did he call collect? 

9 A Yes. 

Q About an hour later? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q Did he tell you that the tenant• had returned and he 

13 refused to let them in the house? 

14 A Yes, he said that and several other things. 

Q Did he ask you to send the watch dog in order to protect 

lb the houae? 

17 A Yes, he called and asked me to send our dog by United 

18 Airlines kennel service and to call him back in twenty 

19 minutes and let him know what flight it would be arriving 

on ao that he could arrange to pick her up or to have 

21 her picked up. 

22 Q Did you later learn that aometning ba9Qened in t&'-"td ta 

23 the house? 

24 A Yes, after they called I made several calls to United 

Airlines and several other airlines in the New York area 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 

WOODWARD 1-3933 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

PAGE--~ 

and was unable to get a flight into Detroit that night 

for the dog and I tried to call my husband back to let 

him know the dog couldn't go there until the following 

morning and was unable to get through to the ntaber. 

I tried for over an hour and a half and the line was 

busy. I couldn't get the· operator to put through an 

emergency call. She said it was out of order. I called 

my mother-in-law and asked her to try the number and she 

couldn't reach it and finally in desperation I had my 

mother-in-law call the neighbor and this was when I 

learned about what had happened. 

Q What happened to the house? 

A The house was shot up. It was attacked by a unit of the 

National Guard and apparently was fired upon by foot 

soldiers and tanks armed with heavy artillery, .50 

caliber machine guns. 

Q And your sons were arrested? 

A Not my sons. My husband and hi• brother and another 

boy. My sons are three years old and ten months. 

Q Has an esti•te been Mde as to the amount of da•ge 

done to the house? 

A Not a total estimate. The insurance cmpany adjuster 

said offhand that his estimate of the damage would 

exceed our policy limits.which ia $25,000. 

I have received an estimate of the damage 
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to the outside brick alone in excess of $8,000 and an 

estimate to the glass of almost $1,000. 

The interior damage baa not yet been 

completely estiuted. There is extensive plaster 

daaage and extensive wood da-ge. The frames of the 

doors has been bayoneted and the panelling on the walls, 

the tile in the bathrOOIII and the aarble baa been chipped. 

We have sculptured plaiter walls and they are full of 

holes. I don't know even if that can be repaired. The 

electrical wiring is ahot. 

Q Do you know what happened to the charges that were filed 

against your husband and the two brothers? 

A Yea, the charges were all dia■iased at the preliminary 

examination upon finding by the Judge, Judge Joaeph Mahar, 

that there was no probable cause to believe that they 

had cOlllai.tted any of the offenaea baaed upon the 

teatiaony of the National Guard officers th•••lves. 

Q Did the officer who signed the original Complaint take 

the stand? 

A No, he refused to take th• stand. He 1aid the Ccaplaint 

1aid that he was fired upon and that in fact was the 

testiaony of a National Guard officer but he said, in­

foraally and it does not appear on the record, that he 

did not hear any shot1 and was not fired on to hi• 

knowledge and was not going to get on the 1tand and say 

BETZ. ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 

QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 

WOODWARD \.3933 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

PAGE __ _ 

l that he was and although he was present in the Courtrooa 

2 he refuaed to take the witness stand. 

3 Q Were your husband and the other two men released on bond? 

4 A Yea, they were juat shortly before the hearing. They 

were not released on bond immediately. A very high bond 

6 waa set which we were financially unable -to meet and until 

7 the Judge reduced it to,a personal bond the foll•ing 

8 week they were held in custody. 

9 Q What amount was the bond? 

A Twenty-five thousand dollars ucb. 

11 Q Did you take part in the steps to obtain their freedoa? 

12 A Yea, I did. When I first found out about it I called 

13 into the Tenth Precinct and I talked to one of the 

14 detectives there who identified hiaelf on the phone 

aa Detective Mattison, I believe it is M-a-t-t-i-a-o-n, 

lo but I am not sure. 

17 I asked him what had happened, this was 

18 about 12:30 or one o'clock in the morning, and he said 

19 that apparently everybody had gotten a little bit 

overexcited and if I would come in the a,ming they 

21 would be relused. It was just a misunderstanding. 

22 I did come in on the very next flight 

23 out of New York and when I got in I called back to the 

24 Tenth Precinct and I was told that nobody had ever 

heard of a Detective Mattison. I was told that a 
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Detective Scott was on the case and I was unable toge~ 

any information. 

I was unable to obtain access to the Court 

becauae it was restricted at that time .~: because I 

was an attorney and had proper credential• I was able to 

talk to the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office and learn 

from them that a Warrant had automatically been 

recoaaended,as a matter of course,early that morning., 
There were efforts made then to try to recall the 

recoaaendation. This was done by William Hathaway in 

the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office,for further 

investigation,but it was too late they had already gone 

to the Court.So he said wait until their arraignment 

and then he would see what be could do. 

I went over there early Thursday morning to 

tbl Warrant Clerk's Office and found out that the Warrants 

had not even been typed out. 

I attempted to locate my husband and my 

brother-in-law and the boy that was with them and I 

learned through several phone calls that they were still 

at the Tenth Precinct. 

I went over to the fourth floor of Police 

Headquarters and got a pass from the Chief of Detectives, 

which they were not giving passes to attorneys at that 

point, but they made an exception in this case because 
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the defendant was a relative and also it was such a 

serious charge. 

I took my pass and had my other brother­

in-law Roger drive me to the Tenth Precinct and I was 

denied access. I wasn't even allowed into the building. 

At gunpoint I was restrained from going in so I returned 

back downtown. 

At this point they were arraigning in 

six-hour sessions with three Judges and at the time.they 

had no way of ascertaining which Judge the case would 

be called in front of so I stayed there running from 

Courtroom to Courtroom on all five floors around the clock 

all night long. 

I sat out on the porch of the Court with 

a man £ram the Probation Department who is a friend of 

mine and watched the buaes with the prisoners being 

brought in and at about three o'clock in the morning 

saw my huaband on a bus. 

I spent the balance of that day trying to 

locate him so I could talk to him. I had no idea what 

bad happened and I had not been allowed to talk to hi■. 

I didn't know why he was arrested or anything else. 

Finally that afternoon -- I had been 

running around all day long and hadn't been able to find 

him anywhere -- I had been down to the police detail 
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room, I learned when they came in the bus they had to 

be processed through there, and was told they had been 

specifically requested not to give me any information 

on this case at all and not to let me see my husband or 

the boys. 

I snuck back to the bull pen anyway and 

called their names but they weren't there. 

I kept running from Courtroom to CourtrOOIII 

and checking all the bull pens to see if they were there 

and I wasn't able to locate them. 

I bad been going for almost 48 hours at' 

this time and they only had one elevator running in the 

building so I was using the stairs and running from the 

basement up to the fifth floor and finally late that 

afternoon, this was about an hour before the change in 

the shifts of the Judges, one Judge had gone home early 

and the other Judge was handling only misdemeanors so I 

knew if it came up that hour it would have to be before 

Judge Schemanak.! • 

So I went to his Courtroom and I waited 

there and I was actually on the verge of collapse. I 

was pregnant at the time and had been going pretty 

strong without anything to eat or sleep and I didn't dare 

leave the building to get· anything to eat because I was 

sure they would arraign them the minute I left. 
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Finally Judge ~c~qake asked me what 

was wrong and I told him I bad been running for two days 

trying to find them and the file bad disappeared and they 

had disappeared and nobody would tell me where they were. 

Judge 5-••M¥ insisted the file be 

produced and the three men brought before him in five 

minutes and they were. When they were brought in they 

were a bloody mesa and I arraigned them and before he 

heard the plea I insisted on entering into the Court 

records -- on making a statement as to their injuries 

and the fact that they needed medical attentiCII. 

Q Would you describe their appearances? 

A Yes, my husband could hardly walk. He had been kicked 

in the groin very severely and had to be assisted into 

the Courtroom. He had a bruise on the aide of his neck 

and hi• hands were all scratched and cut and bloody. 

These were the injuries that were apparent. I don't 

know what injuries there.were that were not apparent. 

Q Did you talk with your husband? 

A I wasn't peraitted to talk with him except for about a 

minute when I saw hi■ in the bull pen before the hearing 

and he told me he had been kicked in the groin and 

stabbed in the rectum. It was a very brief conversation 

and I wasn't able to get too much information. 

Raymond had been hit on the head he said 
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with a rifle butt and he had stitches down the top of 

his head, down the back of his neck and he was all 

bloody. Ria clothes were all bloody and he had scratches 

around bis face also and Albert Haaaonds' face was 

completely •ngled. Ha bad a very large bump on top of 

his head, I would say tbe size of a hard ball, and his 

eye was cut and his face was black and blue from bis 

hairline to his neck and it was all cut up. 

I bad previously,in going through the 

Court files,seen the mug shots that were taken when 

they were arrested wbicb showed they didn't have any 

injuries at all so the Judge ordered that the Wayne 

County Sheriff make these men.available to the Wayne 

County Medical Exaaainer for a medical examination to 

determine the nature and extent of their injuries and 

the treatment required which was eventually done almost 

a week and a half later. 

He set a high bond on th- because he 

said they were charged as snipers and that was a matter 

of cour•and he re•nded them to the custody of the 

Wayne County Sheriff and I retained an attorney over 

the weekend and assisted him in the preparation of 

future Court proceedings. 

MR. JONES:· I believe that is all I have. 

(Whereuponthe deposition was concluded.) 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) ss. 

COUNTYOF WAYNE ) 

CERTIFICATEOF NOTARY PUBLIC 

I, Norma Mitchell, of the firm of BETZ, 

ROWLEYand SllMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary 

Public within and for the County of Monroe, State of 

Michigan, duly coaaissioned and qualified, do hereby 

certify that the witness whose attached deposition was 

taken before me in the before-entitled cause on January 

11, 1968, was by me first duly cautioned and sworn to 

testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the ' 
truth in the cause aforesaid, that the testimony contained 

in said deposition then.given by said witness was by 

me reduced to writina in the presence of said witness by 

Mans of Stenography, and afterwards transcribed upon a 

typewriter under ■y pers~l supervision; and that the 

said deposition is a true and correct transcript of the 

whole of the testiaony ao given by the said witness as 

aforesaid. 

I do further certify that I am not connect 

by blood or ■arriage with any of the partie1, or their 

attorney,, or agents, and that I am not an employee of 

either of them, nor interested, directly or indirectly, 

in the matter in controversy, either as counsel, agent, 

attorney, or otherwise. 
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1 IN WITNESSWHEREOF,I have hereunto set my 

2 hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of 

3 Wayne, State of Michigan, Chi■ lizJJ,_day of fhi.~ 
I

4 1968, A. D. 

5 

ff_6 

Norma Mitchell 
Notary Public, Monroe County, Michigan 
M.y C011111iasion expires March 19, 1971. 
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IIAnOIW. ADVISORY cotlilSSIO!I OIi CIVIL DISOBDEIS 

-----------------,
I-1'-V-l•S-T•I-C-A•T•I-0-R ) 

) 
) 

ae: Detroit, Michigan ) 
) 

The Depoaition of DEPUTYSUPEIDITEIIDENT 

JOHN IIICHOLS, taken before Robert Proat, a Notary Public 

within and for the Couat:, of Oakland, State of Michigan, 

at 123 Federal Buildlag, Detroit, Michigan, c011111eociag-
about 2:4S o'clock la the after • 

J'ORTIii UTIOBALADVISORYCOMMISSIOII: 

Ha. RATHAllliLJOJIBS 

-
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Detroit, Michigaa 

Wed11eaday, January 10, 196 

Abo.ut 2:45 o'cleck, P.M. 

-
JOHN ft 1 CHOL S, after 

havuaa been first duly avorn by the IIOtary Public to tell 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 

teatified •• follows: 

lWIINATION BY MR. NATHANIAL JONES: 

State your name for the record, pleaae7 

John F. •ichola. 

By whoa are you eapleyed? 

Detreit· Police Departaent, City of Detroit. 

In what capacity are you eapleyed? 

Deputy Superintendent of Police. 

And hew 1- have you been ao eaployed? 

Tlfeaty•al.x year• and three day• aa a police officer. 

Solle 18 aontha •• Deputy Superintendent. 

Q What are your duti••• sir, as a Deputy Superintendent? 

My dutie• ..,uld be the aeconcl in c~,md of the Depart•nt 

in the abaence of the Superintendent of the sworn pelice 

peraonnel, to •••i•t the Superintendent to handle the 

per•onnel of the Depart•nt in conjunction with the 

Director of Personnel, overall ataff auperviaion •f general 
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5 
I• that the -nth ill which Detroit experienced a •J•r 

6 
civil di .. rderT 

7 
It waa. 

8 
What date did that duerder be&ln, if you recallf 

9 
Jilly 23, 1967. 

10 
la tbe early aHDiaa hour,••• it ootT 

11 
Y••• air. 

12 
At that tiae this diaorder erupted do you lmGllr fr .. your 

13 
recerda, or froa your particular office• wbather yeur 

14 
clepartaaat'a CrOlfd Control Squ.ad ••• oa du~, er l\ad it 

15 
beea dlaaiaaed? 

16 
lleltbar of tba tve 1111ita who•• aecoaclary lliaai• la crOlfd 

17 
•r de•utration ceatrol vaa on duty at tba•t particular 

18 
tiae that tbe incldeat occurred. 

19 
Tbere waa a reaaon fer that, waa there •t? 

20 

Tile reaen beiq that eur ,-.tu• durina DOraal tiaea ••• 
21 

Ht to put the uxlaa aermhel' of pelic• peraormel on the 
22 

atreet durlaa tbe perieda of peak cri•. And at thu 
23 

particular poi.at 1a ti.M, Suaday •niDa, trediti•ally 
24 

befere and since the dlaorder bu been a low peiac and a 
25 

polat at which the aalaua of pellce peraeaael 1a not 
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2 
Dlviaien. 

3 
Were you Nrviaa in that capacity 1a .July ef 1967T 

4 
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1 indicated tty a judicioua efficient uae ef peraowl. 

2 What VGU1d you aay frOII your expe¥leace are the peak hours 

3 of crlaet 

4 
IIOr•lly· the bigh cri• period run• on our Platoon 3, 

which 1a generallJ the perlod four in the a·fternoen through 

6 
■idn11ht. The inward peak there would be •--b•r• between 

7 the hour• •f eight and twelve. 

8 Would a flgure of 193 •ff ic•·r• patrolling the a tree ta of 

9 Detroit aowad f•irly close to youT 

Baaed on-, •1■>ry of tbe a1tuatiora, 1••• aounda very 
11 accurate. 

12 Do you have a :recollection as to the aituatioa on Twelfth 
13 Street duriag the earl:, aornl.ng houra around ala or seven 
14 

o'clock 1naofar aa crowd 1a cooceraedf 

II:, firat notlflcatien caae at about flve•tventy. Aad aa I 
16 

recall it, at that poilat the aituat1 waa gi·ven to ae by 
17 

IDapector Bertooy. tbe ekly duty •ffic,er, ••• that there 
18 

••• a.crowd of aeveral hundred people. at the intersectioa 
19 

of 1.'Nlfth aad Clairalklllt. That there bad been a couple of 

window• broken and a squad c•r bad been daaaged and truat -• 
21 

police lieuteaaat bad been •truck with a rock or a ln'ick 
22 

and auat•ined a bead lajury. 
23 

At that pc,int, I coapleted the 
24 

notlficatian precedure through the Superintendent, picked 

the Superintendent up 111 tbe next few lllinutea, and beaded 
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s 
1 

for Polle• Headquarter•. 
2 

And lay tbia tiae yeu bad lncreued tlle police atrenatb, 
3 

bad :,OU DOtT 
4 

Iaapector Centr:, and Iupector 111.aetmlck. tbe C-■■ aader of 

tbe diatrict ia which the area -- which the diNrder 
6 

occurred, -.d the PreclDct ca-llll'iler, bad been l'lOtified and 
7 

were r"peadiaa to the acene by the tiae.., 1a1t.W DOtlfl .. 
8 

catioa bad been ceapleted. 
9 

Whan I get to Beadquar&:ara I eata1>­

liabe4 coatact with In•pecter Geatry aad vu reptrted that 
11 

ha bad placed the Veatern Di.atrict 1a a atate of _.,1llu- " 
12 

t1oa, bad ordered the Noter D1vialon to attetllPt to recall 
13 

tulr •n. 
14 

We took the aobilisatin procedure 

froa tbat peiat af&:ar recel•llta nry rapid eati•t•• •f the 
16 

altution fr• Iupecwr Gentry. 
17 

Q s.e.et1 .. a.round ei&ht o•clock that IIOrning there vu a 
18 

aveap Mele by the CG e:,cl• Unit, vu there aot, cia,n 
19 

Twelfth Stnet'I 

,. Aa I recall, there was an affective aveep up TVelftb 
21 

Street. 
22 

Q Aad INNld you deacrllMI the aituation u beiag one •f the 
23 

crafd belQI ratber fluid, floating aad glviag and taldag?
24 

A 1 lfOUld daaeribe tbe aituation ae beiag.one ef •■all 

groupa, a ••ry, Mry fluid aituatiea. a altuatf.on. where 

BETZ. ROWLEY ANO SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 

WOODWARD 1-3933 

https://altuatf.on


l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

PAGE __ _ 

6 

,-. -• the noraal type of crolfd control tactic• would not 

work. because :,ou lack the .... cOQfrontatin,. the type ef 

aituatl wbe,:e yea pe•trated te the group, you had aoaa 

probl .. ill dlaperab,g, duly alaply floated arowad amt got 

behind. Aa a ruult. tbare ••• • ••rlu of actions ia 

the rear of u7 advaacillg aweep, vaa 1.aeffective to control 

the actiOll. 

the crowd of fere.d no particular reaiat«aee. ltut they juat 

flowed •re or leaaT 
,., 

That la·abo'1t the deaeription that ve got froa the officers 

on the aite. At that peiat there bad been no particular 

Yieleace, other th• verbal abuse directed to the officer•. 

With the ucepti.8G an officer had been atruck. and there 

bad been a1aor 1ajur1•• auatained by pop bottlea. But bad 

net yet gotten to the point where the uae •f weapcma vu 

viu•apnad. 

Would ,ou NJ that the area affected by tbe duer<ler• b7 

■id-..-rni would be luted at about a ab block .area, 

the validity, lt appear a to be a valid atateaent that Mr. 

Jonea aade. It aeeaa that arolllld ten o'clock the actlvity 

wu confined generally to a aix or eight or tea bloc.It 

area arouod twelfth Street. lt wu not untll later that 
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1 
1 

the ac~l•1ti•• epread h L1owNd Aveaue, Craad liver and 
2 

... , of tbe ether 11Ajor:ared. 
3 

Bair "8Uld you deKriN the police tactic• that were -,lo:,e 
4 

at aid-..rai111 insofar•• crard cen~r•l aad crGllfddt.per••l 
5 

The tactlca at that peia~ vaa to -taapt t• diaperae the 
6 

crtlllfd without aay uamecea•ar:, uae of ferce. Tbe crOlfd ia 
7 

.-n:, 1-taacea were dia,-r•eci to the aanctuary of front 
8 

perclaea, aradthere veuld ataad. And we aade no atteapt 
9 

to reaove tb.e ,-,le once they bad ptten off. Ceaverael:,, 
10 

•• aoon •• the pellce llaea hat •ved, tbeJ tMUld ac,"e in 
11 -behiad ~ advaac lag ecbeloa of pelice. And •lna as thln 
12 

•• we were, we bad nova:, of aecuriaa tbe flak. 
13 

There waa • let of baaterb& back and fftth, peeple tbrowln 
14 

15 

I thillk tbe bulk of tbe beaterlag took place duriog the 
16 

iaitial lac ideat while the peeple were beln& r...,,ed. I 
17 

tblnk the aeod of the crelld at that peint waa not particu• 
18 

larly an ualy one. But I don't thiak it wu either a 
19 

partlcularly &ieadl:, one at tbat poi.at. And, aaaia, I 
20 

• .,.ratl• froa ... ry, ad not froa an e,-,1.tae•• atand-
21 

22 

llllat ate,. .. re taken to guard vbat.1lf0Uld_be conaidered 
23 

11&jor by iutallatlona 1D --r aectiou of the clty at 
24 

the tiae thla diatu.rbance waa la lta laitial ablg .. t 
25 

..... s-diatel:, after i••ulag the teletype and getti111 a 
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8 

repert frOlll Iaapecter Gea&ry, we .-de atepa to aecure ou.r 

coaama1cationa ata.tloa, depertaut.1111. we c1 .. ec:1Belle 

I•l•, wllicb bad traditioully beea a po1at for lage 

&•therug•. We •rdered recoaataaace patrol• iato the 

•J•r parka aad the periallter area •f the city in order 

to aalntala a certaia aaount •f controls ahould an7.cre.la 

build up in that area. 

Nally of the•• iutallatJ.ena wre 

guarded lty f lxecl poata. Other onea were guarded by •blle 

patnl• that bad J•lat r••pena11>111CJ. Placed NCm:ity oo 

the water headquarter• and the Plfth Preciact. And we -

be&• a netification procedure la an att..,t to get the 

owner• of the ab.ope that Mll weapooa to cOIIIIdOllf'Dad 

Mke aoae prO¥lalea for aecuri.& the weapoM, baaed on 

after actiea reperta of other departaeata tbat the•• we-re 

priaa t.argeta. Soae ve were aucceaaful in aettlag to, 

aoae tMJ got to flrat. 

Q What abeut tbe radio atatiou? 

A Our raclio atatlou, one of tho•• ia on Belle Iale, and 

that••• a HCeadary ~••aoa. Weauarcled radl• atatiou 

and alao our aata1111aa that we.re at around level. Many of 

our antemaaa were oa top of pultlk bulldllaga, others were 

altaated on arouad level. One la located in the park that 

ve .. ntioned. Another one· le oa aite at the precillct 

statl .. , which waa preltaltly well out of the area, but 
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24 

n vertlwleu, we did not kDOlfwbet.her or •c: i: ·• baDda 

alght ao~ atteapt to durupt c1 1olcatieaa. Wblcb at 

that partieala Point 1a ti• .... ld have been ••t mahn­

able,. 

la 1966 at: the tiae of the &.rcbnal tacldeat~ ,-a bad a 

tuk force of people who Hl'Yed u ceu.nter rioter•• dld ,­

not? 

Yea, w had .. 

Aad would )'OU tell ua •• ducriN tbe aucc .. • witb wblcb 

tbia group •t 1a 1966 aefaraa at the Kercheval incident 

1• coace:ned., aad coatr .. t· tut with what bappeaed 1a 19'7. 

Poe•·lbly I better alve a broad everview of t.he r.rcbeval 

l.acldeat. Tbe larcheval laeide t aecurred la aa aru of 

1af deaalCJ lati . All area that u al9&le aad daplea 

dNlllaga. A aiaiul ••«er of wltlple boa• uaita.. Tbe 

Kercheval incident alH OC.C\fffed ia that polat •f tlae when 

tbe depataeatal poat.u.re waa 1a tbe beat peaalltla poa1tioa 

to bruig MJ dia.orde1: Wider control. 

lt occurred about 1:30 or aiae 

•'clack llllea the per.-!IDel on the atreet vu at peak peia.t. 

-..Cb uaite that bad aeeaadary aieaiona of crowd de•ut.ra• 

tiona am riot ~trol were operat.iwl on theu prlury 

adui- of traffic and Mti•rlM. 

At tbe aaae tlae. a force of•-

2S or 26 •fficera that bad been uaed u a r•••rve force 
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10 

fer d---..txatioaa, bad been relieved froa tut aad wu on 

a bus waltia& relief froa dat7, ao that la that pertlcular 

,-.lat 1a ti.lie, per••mbd.ae, we .,.re at -.,tlaua •tr ... th. 

Ve were able to ceaait a tdah DUllbex 

of officer• is:ate tbe area. C-Cureatly vit.b tbia, the 

citizeaa arou,-ad tbe block cluba ln tlla l'lftb Precloct 

rup ■ •ded .... lflcieatl7 ad tbe7, la turn, tOGk to the 

atr .. ta la an effert to DOt enl1 dis•uade theee llbe were 

on tbe·atreet fna parcic:lpatilla la •1 wide aprucl dta­

order, but alao took peat ate,- to c•tact tbe babitue 

ef the bara wl e'Nr7Chl111 elae, aad explaia tbe atabllity 

•f the aituatioa and play lt c•l. 

Aad die c.OllblDKioca of the t1IO were 

.... if le lent. W• aade a ftry, very llaited ....,_.r of 

aneata. We were fortuaac. in that the coablaatlea of 

tbe abar of ferce widMNt tba aecualt7 •f tbe applicatloa 

•f auch ferce aad tba reapoase of the cltiuu arou,-·•u 

na ... ty ncceaafal 1D bri•ia& the diaordu UIMler control 

at a peiat abort of •ytlll,aa other tbaa ao .. 1t.c:loua 

dlatruc:tl• of property, aporadlc breaki-a and a.teriaa. 

Tber• v .. no pretract1ve fir•• ial, 

there vaa two or thr• atteapta at fln-Nllltlllg. I till.alt 

there vu one or tlM fir•• la the area. 

CCMt~aatiag tbe altwati.N that 

outed OD Twlfth ftreet, we filld the cu .... crically 
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11 

oppoaed ,-ltl•. One, the police per•owl waa at lta 

1-•t .... The populatlea cleaalt7 on t'We.lftb Str•t 1a 

several tial• greater per aquare block, or square Idle, 

or •t1war• iaeb than in the 1'.erche'lal 1acideat. The rea,-. 

of the cltiaea groupa ..,_. .. 1, c- at a tiae wben the 

'situati• waa not -nabl• to tbia p&rtlcular type of 

appreach. la the abaence of the atabilit7 that ceuld have 

been pilled bad 111111powerwe aufflcleat on alte. 

I don't diacGUDt tbe effort•, aor the 

teclaJ.caue of the citiuaa partlclpatioa tu auch a t:Lae 

like thla, l>ut I tblllk it auat be done umler a condit1oa" 

where tboae vbo wuld luten are 1a a poalti• where they 

cu luten with aoae re .. en other than ju•t the per .... 1 

appeal or perH11al ..... tua of tboae atteaptiag to di•• 

nade theta. Tbat 1a -, ,__1 opint.. 

Q. Of course, l,y that point tbere ... .o aucb confuai• that 

JOU••1 tae7 were not ... nable to thia type •f ..,..1. 

Appar..Cl7 dley weren't. that la • very r .. ,-..11-1.e 

,..,1. out there la an att--.,t to dianade tbea fna their 

Mfarlou actlviti... But the ant i2 day• I tbiak told 

the atny. tbeJ were not ~ffectlve. 

Q What wu the departaeat policy wt.th regard to officer• 

-•rba ~--• duriag the d.1aorderT 

A Th• pre ... ht.11.abed 4epartant ,.11ci 1.nd1cated tbat air, 

bright •tal, any atrap, aaytblag 11pon which aoaa011e coald 
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draa an offl~r iato the cr.-d, or lli&ht eoacteivuly be 

a urpt for • nlpe.r, ... re•vecl. It vu r ... ved a a 

•tter of persoul aafat.y. 

Did ,-u receive any reporta of.._ offlc•r• taplllg the 

lie .... place. on tt.lr veb.lcl•• aad nuaber• •f their 

pel1ce c.ara·t 

Y .. , w did. We took l iatelJ appropriate aeti- te 

c•-• tbe procedun. 

There va one officer, ••• there not, wbo reperteclly fired 

at·• NJ f1 .. 1aa -.d dld aot fell.elf-up to-• whether be 

b.ed Nell WOUDdedT 

laepector Scla,aller baa tha cleta1la, but•• I recall, one 

ef the patrela vaa eappd ia tbe· fire•figb.t. ldaonton 

aocl Grand ai"r• tbare wu •- •bot• axcb-aecl alld ·there· 

waa a per•• wounded vbe later died, or who vu killed, 

wh• ••• not fouad 1 s41at.ely lty the petrol that 41d tbe 

flriaa. 

Tbla •fficer later CMII! forward and ldeat1fled ld.••lf? 

To the beat of . .., lmwl•d&•, be did. 

I ltllder•~ tlaat .. ,naaatat.lwe Dellio vu arreated du.rlog 

tbe dlactrder, clo ,-. have• recollectlon of tbatT 

I II.ave a recollact~, based on the fact that -tiae 

after the dlander 1 react• tea re, ... t froa aepr•••ta• 

tlve Debi• fer a return of certain ure•t ticke~ and 

f1aaer,r1at carcia whl.ch would lad1cate that there bad heft 
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13 

an arrnt and that •ucb u axxeat bad not re.ulted la a 

court trial. 

Thia la a proviaioa •f ·our State Law 

that recpdru tbe Police Departaent aai the Court• te 

deliver to the arreat.ed a'1bjec.t certain info.naat1011 u.pon 

tbe1r llGll"'CODYicti or upon tbe failure of tbe police to 

l>rlna the cae to trl.al. 

Do JOO re•11Nr the caae of Jakie Lee Murdock and an 

officer who••• accuaed of taklag aoaa libertlea with her 

after ber arreatT 

Y••• I 4•. ·The ffaadiag officer waa inveatigat.ed, a 

warraat wu iasued la lecorder•• Court. Re reaig d frOII 

tM Departae.nt and vu brought &:o trial aad ultiaately 

ceavtcced. 

Do J8II have any recollection•• to whether there are other 

.. ttera peed.lag agai t thia efficer1 

Operatiq purely froa .... ry, _I bell ve there were ether 

all•aati • that uy still be er taveatigatioa by the 

Proaacutor'a •ffice r latiag to thia aelf-- officer. 

What their atatua le, I don't know. 

And he la no 1-ser with the Dep.artllllnt! 

He reet.aaed prior to the tiae tile warrant waa iasue.d . 

I think that takea care of lt. I• dlere anythi11g el•• 

yeu thi we abould add to the r cord? 

A No, that ia a tberough Job. I aa operating froa aeaory. 
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lij 

Nil. JOIIES: Let tbe record abow that 

lt La Che recellectioa ef_ the Deputy Superlat•d•t 

Bicbol• that tbe lag •Y have been turMCI over to Jobn Urau 

of the ataff of tbe CD 1••1•. 

(Wbe_reupoa the dePN.1tioa waa 

coac lladed.) 
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STATE OF NICHIGAN) 
) SS: 

COUlffY OF WAYNE ) 

CERTIFICATEOF 1111EARY PUBLIC 

I, Robert Proat, of the fira of BErL. 

IOWLI-Yand SUlltERS, Quallf'iecl Court Reportera, a Rotary 

Public wt.thin and for the County of Oakland. State of 

IU.chigan. dvly c01111118elonedand qualified, do hereby 

certify tbat the vitnea-• whoae attached depoaitlon vu 

takeu before aeon Wedneaday, .January 10. 1968. wu by ae 

firat duly cautioned ad sworn • tHtify the truth, the 

•hole truth, aad notbtaa but the truth; and that the aaid 

depo•ition u a true and correct ti:aucript of the whole 

of the te•tlaany ao giveu by the aald witness upen hi• 

oath. 

1 do further certify that I• aot 

cODMctecl bJ blood or aarriage with any of the partiu, or 

that I• not eaployed by either of tbea. nor intereated 

in thia aat.ter bl controwray. directly or iDdirectly. in 

IR WI'l'IIESS WHEREOF•I have hereunte aet-, 

baad aacl affixed ray notarial •••1 at Detroic, Cotmty of 

Wayne• State af Nicbl.gan. tbia j'-t,(c1ayo;Sl"'-r • 

1968• A. D. 
. _.✓ /. ..J ;·~
An -~~·#'\- -I.. -r· 

I 

Robert Pro•t• 
Jletary Public,· Oaklaad Couat::,, Michig . 
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NATIONALADVISORYCOMMISSIONON CIVIL DISORDERS 

----------------) 
I-N-V-E-S-T-I-G-A-T-1-0-N ) 

) 
) 
) 

Re: Detroit, Michigan ) 
) 

_______________ J 

The Deposition of CARL PARSELL, taken 

before Gerald Hanson, a Notary Public within and for the 

County of Wayne, State of Michigan, 823 Federal Building, 

Detroit, Michigan, on Wedneaday, January 10, 1968, 

coanencing about 5:30 o'clock in the evening. 

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORYCOMMISSION: 

MR. NATHANIAL JONES 
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1 Detroit, Michigan 

2 Wednesday, January 10,198 

3 About 5:30 o'clock, P. M. 

4 

5 CARL PARSELL, a witness 

6 herein, after having first been duly sworn by the Notary 

7 Public to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 

8 but the truth, testified as followa: 

9 

10 EXAMINATIONBY MR. JONES: 

11 Q For the record state your name, please? 

12 A Carl Parsell. 

13 Q What is your occupation? 

14 A I am a·police officer, City of Detroit, 21 years. 

15 I am now President of the Detroit Police Officers 

lb Association. 

17 Q Do you presently perform any police functions? 

1s A At the present time, no, I work full-time with the 

19 Association. 

20 Q Are you on leave? 

21 A Yes, I am. 

22 Q And how long have you been with the Association? 

23 A twenty-one years. 

24 Q And how long have you held your present office? 

25 A I am beginning my third year. 
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1 Have you been on leave for these three years? 

2 No. I have only been on -- it's only been a year since I 

3 have been on leave. 

4 Q And can you tell us a little bit about the Association 

with which you are connected? 

6 Yes. Detroit Police Officers Association, you mean how it 

7 was formed and that? 

8 Q Yes. 

9 It was formed 20 some odd years ago and primarily it was 

a social organization, and to perform the social functions 

11 of -any organization. We have taken over the duties of the 

12 bargaining for the Association through a law that was 

13 inaugurated in 1965, collective bargaining law and now we 

14 are the sole bargaining agent for 3500 patrolmen and 

policewomen in the City of Detroit. 

16 We negotiate their wages and we -­

17 working conditions and we are the ones that take grievance 

18 about our working conditions and better pay and better 

19 conditions to the Department or to the City. 

Q Do any officers of the Department belong to your organiza­

21 tion, or -- I mean, any command officers? 

22 A There are no coaaand officers. It's made up of patrolmen 

23 only. 

24 Q I see. 

A And policewomen. 
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Q Were you performing any police functions during July of 

1967? 

A Police functions? 

Q Yes. Were you with the Police Department in the field? 

A No, I was not. 

Q Are you familiar with the practices and the policies of 

the Police Department during the period of the riot in 

Detroit? 

A I think I am, yes. Where I was not performing any police 

functions during the riot, I -- as it all started -- I was 

tn·canada when the riot happened at a convention of our 

International Police Association, which I happen to be a 

Vice-President of. ·We saw the news on the T.V., which 

apparently was not going over here. 

I called home and we exchanged infor­

mation with .my family, which they were not really apprised 

of. We made arrangements to come home. We came home the 

following day and I went, after dropping my bags off at 

the house, I went right down to the Ford Hospital which 

was in the center of the then riot zone, and I was attendi 

the two -- three families of the injured officers. 

I was with the officers and with thei 

families when one took a turn for the worse and died and 

when the other one took a.turn for the better and started 

to recover. 
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Q Which of fleer was this who died? 

Do you recall the name of the officer who died? 

A Ochelvie (?) • Ochelvie. I do not recall his first name 

right now. Gerald Ochelvie was the one that died. I made 

--helped make arrangement• for the funeral and whatever. 

I did not make the arrangement• for the funeral, but helpe 

■ake arrange•nts as far as the Association and saw that 

the family was sent to the right places and I talked to 

the officers. I helped set up -- assist them there at the 

hospital so that people were notified where officers were. 

This thing happened so suddenly 

that the i1111Hdiate-- a police officer would get injured, 

they would t-1(e hi■ to a hospital and because of the 

gravity of the situation, like everybody else, they droppe 

him at the hospital and went back into the scene, or where 

they were working at and there .fora ti■e there they had 

lost control downtown of where these injured officers were 

and what was the situation. 

So, I tried to initiate a control so 

that anybody who came in the hospital there, that the 

Administrator of the hospital would certainly get the 

information froa the police officer and fire•n, but I 

was interested in the police officers, but any injured 

police officer that came in here to be called iaaediately 

so that we would know where they were because we were 
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1 losing control. This was right after the hospital was 

2 being fired upon as they were bringing prisoners in. 

3 Q Do you know whether at the inception, early stages of the 

4 riot the police were under any particular orders as to how 

.s they were to act; either to use restraint or to use fire­

6 arms? 

7 A The information 

8 Q (Interposing): Or were any instructions given at all? 

9 A The inforaation that I get from my membership, as I have 

10 already pointed out, I was not in the field, but in going 

11 into this very deeply and talking and having many meetings 

12 on the subject, the •mbers had orders not to shoot. In 

13 fact, the original orders were not to fire. In fact, the 

14 first order -- I will get it straight in a minute, was not 

15 to load the gun. 

lb The original orders, as the guns were 

17 issued, guns were put in -- told to put in the trunk and 

18 not to load them. 

19 Q What type of guns were these? 

20 A These were the -- these were the shotguns and rifles that 

21 they had. Now, men that went down, they had other men 

22 that had gone from other precincts from the outer area of 

23 the riot zone and our area here would be from the far 

24 extreme, farthest east to-the farthest west side that had 

25 proper equipment. They went down there with guns and all 
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that. These guns were even taken away fro■ these men and 

put into a group, that they would issue them out when they 

were needed, but certainly the concern at the first was 

certainly not to load the guns and not to take any action 

out there. 

Do you know from whom these orders eminated, not to shoot? 

No, I do not. I will tell you how it was. We went into 

it trying to get as deep as we could and they had very 

few coanand officers in the field, there were patrolmen. 

It's a type of work that police work 

is, that the police worker out there is individuals. There 

was very few command officers there, but the ones that were 

there were calling on their little radioa. to get the order 

to take action and the answers that they got, wherever the 

orders came fro■, were not to take any action. 

Q Did there become a point in the riot, if you have heard 

from~· tt,q heard fro■ any of your melllbers, at which 

orders were changed and the officers were told to use what­

ever force was necessary? 

A Yea. And, now, I do not remember in ti•wiae. It's 

probably i■portant to you, but there was a tiaae -- but thi 

did not come until later that -- certainly the officers 

were to use their firearu if fired upon. They were 

certainly to use the■ in defense, but this order came, 

like Monday. 
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It went through Sunday and it went on 

into Monday that the order was certainly to defend yourself 

but that's all. You are to use the gun to 

defend yourself. 

Was that prior to the National Guard coaing in or after 

the Guard was in, if you know? 

Thia here, now, I couldn't say. I would have to -- I 

would have to look at ■y records as we made the report. 

In June there waa a flu -- blue flu, wasn't there? 

There was a blue flu, yea. 

Q Did that have any affect upon the morale of the police 

officers, the men you work with and associate with? 

A I feel that it had, as you put it, no effect on their 

operation, if that's what you mean. I mean I feel that 

even though there is a report here froa the Michigan 

University by a Doctor Caplin, I think it was -- that puts 

the blaae of it right on these officer• and the police 

strike, upon the Association. 

His attitude was that we took the 

police officers off the street during the, what you call 

the blue flu, and that while they were off the street the 

Negro cOtmDunity had no ill effects froa police•n and then 

as the Caplin report goes on, it states that when the stri 

was over, the blue flu was .over and the policemen were 

returaed to the streets, that this was the trigger that 
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or, this was the spark that triggered the riot, and I have 

to say this: That we had -- during our blue flu we had 

lllOre policemen on t~e street than we have ever had on the 

streets before, be.cause we were on 12-hour shifts, no leav 

daya, no vacations, no anything. 

So, on paper all 3500 of our men were 

working. So, they worked on two shifts, that left 1400 

working two shift• and that meant if a thouaand called in 

sick, which they did not, that would still leave over a 

thousand men working in each one and your report will show 

that on the night of the riot, or the aorningc£ the riot, 

there was only a hundred and ninety-three patrolmen, much 

less than a thouaand, that we had on the streets during 

the blue flu, but I feel that my proof of this, that it 

did not have any effect on the people working out there, 

on the men working, firat of all our blue flu was not 

against any citizens or againat any group of citizens or 

againat the public at large. Our labor diapute was agains 

Administration of our city that refused to sit down and 

bargain. There was no feeling· about any -- there was any 

feeling of -- I don't know how to say it, that we had 

nothing confronting the public out there, be it any group. 

I think further proof is that when 

the officers were called in to duty they were not all 

called by ranking officers. They were called on the 
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telephone because of the emergency, because of many police 

officers coming in to work, they were called by patrolmen, 

sergeants, lieutenants, •inspectors, whoever it might be. 

There was no questionsof any orders. 

The men were in the station, some of 

the ■ within half an hour of the■ being called. They came 

dressed and got right into the station. They all showed 

up. People returned fro■ their furloughs. 

We returned fro■ ·Canada without any 

orders. We, everybody over there. I was the only one 

that is not doing police work, all of the rest of them 

are full ti.e policemen. We b~ought back, I would say, 

about -- we had 12 in our delegation, I am talking about 

lieutenants, sergeants, patrolmen, right down, I think we 

had about 12 of us over there. They all returned to full 

duty without any orders to come back and we are the union, 

you might say, and we came back; so that people came in 

frOlll furloughs, came in fro■ being off and everything else 

without any orders, many of them. They just showed up for 

work to be here. 

I think that further proof would be 

that some of these men -- now, we had a sick call, the 

blue flu, as you say. Now, some of these men were injured, 

had been injured out there; went to the hospital, got 

treatment and bad returned to the streets, so■e even agains 
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doctors orders and some against coamanding orders that, 

"You go on home, you got your hand all bandaged up and you 

go on home, or you got stitches there and you go on home," 

and these people returned right to the station, or right 

to the streets for duty. 

So, I think that it has absolutely 

no effect because I think the Department was drawn togethe 

because something happened, and when these people -- when 

theae people are called in they were called in -- they 

weren't given an explanation when the first call went out, 

which was in the morning, they were not given an explana­

tion that it was a race riot, or we are having trouble 

with the Negroes, or you had better get in here or they 

f'AGE 

•are going to burn down the town or anything like that. 

_They were juat having trouble, the orders were tD come to 

work it was an e•rgency and these people came into work. 

Q Did you hear any reports of specific acts of police•n 

which indicated concern for the conditions of Negros who 

were injured during the riot? 

A Well, I think that -- I relll8llber his question and I think 

that I have to say that I don't remember any particular -­

right now, I would have to say I don't re•mber anything 

specific -- I can't say that scout car so and so had a 

deal where he had this, but I know that police officers 

took men, took injured Negroes to the hospital; I know 
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they were fired on as they were taking them to the 

hospital. I know that the ambulances had been fired on 

taking injured Negroes to a hospital. I know that there 

was -- there was one incident there that the -- they had 

they were protected from a fire where the Negro people 

the Negro people that lived right there came out and 

guarded them. 

The Fire Depart•nt would come in and 

that, they came out and guarded. ''We will guard here." 

Now, this is their guardian against the trouble-makers, 

and; "We will put the guard here and protect you so that 

nothing will happen here," so that -- they did that and 

there was incidents where Negroes brought out towels, 

clean towels here for these people that got sprayed -­

something happened in a building, they either got all 

wet, water, either a pipe busted or something that they 

got all wet and Negroea that had nothing to do at all and 

al1110at againat the orders of the day. I mean, everybody 

was told to keep out of there and keep off the streets and 

keep in your houaes and they come forward, bringing dry 

towels and such to have these police officer• and firemen 

dry themselves off, which they actually were -- could have 

had their own fear of butting in because they had nq ~ua.ine 

out there and they did this. 

And they had acts of bringing coffee 
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out to the police and fire•n at the time, but when you 

ask methe question were there any specific acts of police 

men to the injured Negro or Negroes there, I -- I don't 

have that. 

Q Would you say generally there were acts of concern shown? 

A Both ways, yes. I would say both ways. 

Q All right. What was the mood of the police officers at 

the conclusion of the disorders? 

A At the conclusion? 

Q Yes. 

A Well, I think that they were a bitter, ftuatrated lot. 

I think they -- and I am saying an opinion that is given 

in to me. We are being trained to handle disorders and 

not so ■uch as riots or disorders like this, but crowd 

control. We are being trained to handle crowd control, 

trouble, police are certainly in here handling trouble of 

any nature, so when trouble comes that is a danger to a 

co-.mity, the police•n felt that they were -- to just 

use restraint -- in fact, at first it was leas than 

restraint. At first it was just be there, and we feel 

that this -- this brought embarrassment. 

It brought -- I think the officer 

felt that he was being degraded, not because of what he 

was doing or what he migbtbe doing, but that he wasn't 

doing anything. He was out there and crime is happening 
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in front of him, or what he feels is crime happening. 

You mean the fact that he wasn't at liberty to atrain the 

looters? 

Yes. 

And he wasn't able to do -- use his judgment, in other 

words, at the time? 

Yes. The policeman felt that he was trained as a policeman 

and no matter what the public might think of him it is 

hard for him not to do these things. Now, here he was 

standing out there and 20-feet, 30-feet away from him, 

what he has considered before as crimes, people were 

busting into stores, people were picking up things, people 

were trying on coats and trying on ~ and clothes and 

thing in front of him and he is standing there and not 

being able to do anything about it. 

So, I think that he was a frustrated 

lot and I think that he was very bitter towards -- I think 

that he had his bitterness, I think, towards a -- I won't 

say just Ad inistration, just to anybody that happened to 

be in charge of this civil disorder. 

I think that the average opinion, 

right or wrong, felt that if action would have been taken 

at the time that this could have been contained, at least, 

if not stopped. Now, I am not here to battle with the 

Admidstrators, or your Co ittee as to what the answer was 
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certainly sometlili we will find out, but the average 

policeman felt that he should have done something, that's 

. what he is trained for . 

Q Felt that if he had been able to step in with sufficient 

force in the outset it could have been nipped in the bud? 

A Yes. Now, I have been -- when I make thia statement the 

next thing that's always asked of me is, "Well, isn't 43 

people dead," you know, "enough?" and my answer happens 

to be I think 43 dead is too many and I think that 

initial movement see, because I think what happened, 

and this is where I think the policeman has the feeling. 

I think that by sitting back and not doing anything I 

think that we showed official timidity and I think the 

officials showed the same thing, but they did not get the 

blame. I don't think that the policemen felt that anybody 

else was getting the blame. 

I think that when the public saw the 

policemen there not doing anything, that I think that the 

man, the policeman, the man that was there, I think 

that he felt that everybody is looking upon him as not 

taking action and why don't you do something. So, I think 

that this was a -- it isn't a -- I don't think it's a 

guilt complex, but I think it's a complex of some type, 

that he felt that he should have been doing something he 

wasn.' t able I> do~ b.e wasn't allo'1.ed to and Jet aohod."1~1&~ 
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got the blame but him. I think that's how their feelings 

are. 

MR. JONES: Off the record. 

(Whereupon a discussion was held off 

the record.) 

. MR. JONES: Thank you, Mr. Parsell. 

(Whereupon the deposition was 

cone luded . ) 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
) SS: 

COUNTYOF WAYNE ) 

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC 

I, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETZ, 

ROWLEYand SUMMERS,Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary 

Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of 

Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby 

certify that the witness whose attached deposition was 

taken before me on Wednesday, January 10, 1968, was by me 

first duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said 

deposition is a true and correct transcript of the 

testimony so given by the said witness upon his oath. 

I do further certify that I am not connect 

by blood or marriage with any of the parties, or that I aa 

not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this 

matter in controversy, either directly or indirectly, in 

any way. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand and affixed my notarial seal .i[ Detroit, County of 

Wayne, State of Michigan, this / 1.:.;.-day of ~ 

1968, A. D. 

Gerald Hanson, 
Notary Public, Wayne County, Michig . 
My Coamission expires November 12, 1- 8. 
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NATIONALADVISORYCOMMISSIONON CIVIL DISORDERS 

-----------------) 
I-N-V-E-S-T-I-G-A-T-I-9-N ) 

) 
Re: Detroit, Michigan ) 

-----------------~ 
The Deposition of WILLIAM P. WALSHand 

JOHN R. BODARY, taken before Gerald Hanson, a Notary Publi 

within and for the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at 

457 Federal Building, Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday, 

January 9, 1968, commencing about 10:10 o'clock in the 

forenoon. 

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORYCOMMISSION: 

MR. DAVID BIRENBAUM 

MR. HERMAN WILSON 
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Detroit, Michigan 

About 10:10 o'clock, A.M. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1968 

WILLIAM WALSH, and 

JOHN R. BOD ARY, witnesses here-

in, after having first been duly sworn by the Notary Publi 

to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

truth, testified as follows: 

MR. BIRENBAUM: May the record show that 

the witnesses were sworn. 

Would you please state your name and give 

us your address? 

MR. WALSH: William P. Walsh. 819 Willow 

Way Estates Drive, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Where are you employed, 

Mr. Walsh? 

MR. WAL.5H: William P. Walsh & Company, 

which is at 1575 East Lafayette, Detroit, Michigan. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: And what are the activities 

of the William P. Walsh Company? 

MR. WALSH: William P. Walsh & Company is a 

Real Estate Appraisal and consulting firm. We deal almost 

exclusively in just realestate appraising and special 

analysis, feasibility studies and consulting work for citie 
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and private individuals in real estate investment. 

MR. BIRENBAUM:Would you please state your 

name? 

MR. BODARY: John R. Bodary. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: And what is your address? 

MRoBODARY: 15149 Glastonbury, Detroito 

MRoBIRENBAUM: Mr. Bodary, where are you 

employed? 

MR. BODARY: William P. Walsh Company at 

1575 East Lafayette. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Mr. Walsh, what is the 

relationship between the INstitute for Urban Dynamics and 

William P. Walsh & Company? 

MR. WALSH: Well, the Institute for Urban 

Dynamics was founded by myself and two other gentlemen as 

a non-profit corporation to attempt to find soae of the 

root causes of urban problems, particularly with reference 

to real estate and with reference to the remedial programs 

involved in this real estate development which, of course, 

included people and all of the other skills necessary to 

put together a community and Urban Dynamics, the Institute 

of Urban Dynamics has existed without outside funds, and 

the staff, myself, the staff of William P. Walsh & Company 

and other volunteers have made up the total effort of this 

organization. 
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We -- no one has been paid. The organiza­

tion doesn't pay anybody, but it just -- they are all 

volunteers. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: When was the Institute 

established? 

MR. WALSH: The Institute was established 

in 1965, the spring of '65. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Now, in connection with 

yotr business activities with the William P. Walsh Company 

and your non-profit activities with the Institute for Urba 

Dynamics, have you become familiar with the urban renewal 

programs in the City of Detroit and their operation? 

MRo WALSH: Yes. I have become, through 

business activities extremely familiar with the urban 

renewal program. I have worked either as an appraiser, 

doing acquisitioo appraisings, or review appraisals, 

feasibility studies, or disposition -- the re-use type of 

appraisals on just about every project in the City of 

Detroit, either all or in part, dating back to 1956. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: In that connection have you 

had occasion to become familiar with the attitude and view 

of the residents of poverty areas in the City of Detroit 

toward urban renewal programs? 

MR. WALSH: Yes, primarily because when you 

are appraising a property you are in the man'~ living room 
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and we make it a point to sit down and interview owners 

and occupants and so we have literally thousands of inter­

views of people in the poverty area under the threat of 

forced moving and have had a chance to discuss their 

attutude towards their own neighborhood; where they 

they might go; what their needs would be insofar as housi 

and so forth. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Do you kne7,,.1approximately 

how much money had been allocated for urban renewal 

programs over the last five years? 

MR. WALSH: In the City of Detroit or -­

MR. BIRENBAUM (Interposing): Yes. 

MR. WALSH: Gee, I don't know as a matter 

of fact. It's a lot of money but I don't know. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Would 38 million seem like 

MR. WALSH: (Interrupting) It wouldn't 

suprise me. No, it wouldn't surprise me at all. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: What has been the attitude 

of residents of poverty areas toward urban renewal programs. 

MR. WAL.5H: Well, essentially the attitudes 

of residents of poverty areas te7,,.1ard urban renewal programs 

is one of their is one that it is not particularly 

helping them, that this is a program which simply replaces 

the tax base, although they don't express it. It replaces 

the tax base, is what it really does. 
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What they view it as is a program to 

re-establish the upper classes, the upper income classes 

back in the inner city. It's just one of moving them and 

in general they see no direct benefits. There are some 

who recognize an indirect benefit in that it provides a 

market for a house that they might otherwise be wanting to 

move out of and go someplace else, but I don't believe 

that the residents of the -- or, in general the average 

citizen of these poverty neighborhoods views urban renewal 

as a personal benefit to himself .. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: So that it would be fair to 

say that there wa~ a good deal of hostility toward urban 

renewal programs among the lower income people in the City. 

MR. WALSH: Yes. Now, just to expand a 

little bit on the word hostility. In your deepest section 

of your inner city you don't -- you don't get active 

hoatility. In other words, I would say resentment is 

probably a better word. Hostility would follow when peopl 

came in and -- it was very easy to get them excited. They 

had a resentment wiich could be led, developed into 

hostility. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: When the extraction became 

a reality, hostility ensued? 

MR. WALSH: · Yes. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Now, what are some of the 
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projects that this Institute has undertaken? 

MR. WALSH: Well, the Institute has 

attempted to develop in its first project the PNAC Project 

MR. BIRENBAUM: What is PNAC? Could you 

tell us what PNAC is, first? 

MR. WALSH: PNAC is a Positive Neighborhood 

Action -- P-N-A-C, Positive Neighborhood Action Committe, 

and this area, when we first went into it, had been 

designated, at least in the minds of the population there, 

the people there believed that someday they were going to 

go to urban renewal, although the City Planning Coamission 

stated that they had no set plan for this, but certainly 

master plan, it was going to be urbanilized at some time. 

They had a rather negative position as to where they could 

go, or perception, rather. 

And, so, since this neighborhood was not 

immediately designated for urban renewal; since in the 

long run it would probably go to urban renewal and since 

there were very few specific programs designated for this 

area; Since that time the model city has been overlayed 

on this area, but at that time there was nothing shaking 

in this particular area, so we felt it would be a good 

spot to go in and test out some of the theories that we 

had developed in previous .Institute work, which the years 
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in the institute or informally just as individuals in 

developing theories of community development, of community 

values, of approaches to stabilizing co111UUnities by 

maintaining sound property values and conception of 

perception and so forth, so we took this area as a first 

step. 

Now, other things that we have been involve 

with are private individual developments in which either 

individuals or groups are attempting to find ways to solve 

their problems. This goes from attempts to increase 

better the Negroes, perhaps situated in business; the 

employment situations, and even outside educational things 

that we met with. We met with organizations and groups 

around the Country, actually, I mean, to find what their 

experiences were. 

One other point of research that we are 

working on is the point of the successful transfer, or 

the transfer of successful experiences. It is very curiou 

to us, and a real challenge to us that we can have 

successful experiences as they had in the development in 

Indianapolis; Action Housing in Pittsburgh, the Businessme 

Development Program in Philadelphia and many other programs 

around the Country which seem to defy transfer from one 

community to another and it is our current theory that the 

transfer of successful experiences from one community ta 
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another is very much like a skin graft, very much. You 

simply take a piece of skin from one hand and sew it on 

the other, except that the other is rejected from the othe 

·spot because it takes a most skilled surgeon who knows, 

with other professionals, the entire system to keep the 

new location from rejecting it. 

We feel that this is one of the great 

problems that we face in this Country today, how to trans­

fer successful experiences from one coamJ.nity to another, 

which in our opinion we have to find the and really 

learn how this system is made up so that we can get this 

successful transfer. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Could you describe the 

PNAC area? Where is it located? 

MR. BODARY:The PNACarea is located on the 

near east side of Detroit and basically the boundaries 

on the South is Gratiot, on the East Mt. Elliott, on the 

North Warren and on the West Dequindre and the Grand Trunk 

~ilroad. It is approximately this area that is serviced 

immediately by PNAC. There are a hundred and twenty to 

a hundred and thirty square blocks. 

MRo BIRENBAUM: What is the racial compositi 

in the PNAC area? 

MR. BODARY: Pretty much -- the racial 

composition in the PNAC area is 85 to 90 per cent Negro 
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and about 10 to 15 per cent white. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: And where is it located 

with reference to the Twelfth Street area where the riot 

occurred? 

MR. BODARY: Well, the Twelfth Street area 

is on the west side of Detroit and north of the Boulevard, 

and the PNAC area is south of the Boulevard on the east 

side. I would imagine it's a relative area of -- or, a 

distance of about four miles. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: So they are not contiguous? 

MR. BODARY: Not contiguous, no. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: When did you first become 

involved with the PNAC group? 

MR. WALSH: Well, we became involved with 

the people who ultimately made up the PNAC group back in -

MR. BODARY (Inte~rupting): '66. 

MR. WALSH: Informally I became involved 

back in about 1964 and at that time the Sophie Wright 

Settlement was attempting to develop some type of a 

neighborhood program and I was requested to come and talk 

to the people in the given area. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: That was a settlement house 

in the area? 

MR. WA.Lmi: • A settlement house, yes. The 

Sophie Wright Settlement, which plays a very important rol 
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in our involvement here, as -- in order for an outside 

agency, or an outside group, whether it be formal or 

informal, government or private, in order to come into an 

area, a formal sponsor, a neutral lead into the area is 

extremely important, otherwise the people tend to set up 

a sort of a boundary maintenance; that your presence is 

threatening to the people. 

Well, in this case we used Sophie Wright and 

at this settlement house -- this is a good four years ago, 

I came in and talked with the people and told them that 

the key to improving their neighborhood was not based on a 

few people spending a lot of money, but a lot of people 

spending a little money and joining together and getting 

things down and at that time they developed a sort of a 

clean-up, fix-up, paint-up program, all on their own; got 

the kids working and so forth. And this has been done in 

many places all across the Country. Of co1.rse, it worked 

out quite well and the people got a little sense of 

involvement, and from that time I worked closely with the 

Sophie Wright Settlement people. 

Ultimately I got on their Board of Director 

and attempted to work with them in trying to develop a 

community action toward neighborhood improvement. In that 

we got from negative perception to positive perception to 

comnrunity, and then it was in the Sunaer of 1966 that we 

PAGE 
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came in with a formal action where we joined with the 

Michigan State Department of Sociology Center for -- or, 

Organizational Research Unit and the Sophie Wright Settle­

ment House and collectively we went to work on this pro­

ject. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: What were some of the 

activities sponsored by the PNAC organization? 

MR. WALSH: Well, first of all the -- what 

we did is we developed this leadership base map in which 

we found -- we went out and interviewed on an informant 

basis rather than a door-to-door basis, and found the 

leaders of the community, the organizers in the community 

and then as we found these we made an attempt to bring 

these people together without our being present, but just 

bringing them together so that they could discuss some of 

the areas of common interest. 

George Kelley who had Mr. Kelley's Social 

Hall on Chene Street suggested they hold a meeting in his 

place and they did and some, what was it, 51 different 

organizers, or leadership prospects were present, and 

then they at this time discussed areas of common interest 

and what they could work on, kind of broke down, and from 

this they started an organization known as the Positive 

Neighborhood Committee. 

The first action that they undertook under 
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this premise or concept, rather, of developing positive 

perception was an attempt to get an independent successful 

experience in this area. One of the high points, surpris­

ingly, was the need for recreational space which was very 

important to these people, high on their list, and so they 

at first decided that they would get together and go down 

and see if they could get new recreational facilities and 

they came to us and we suggested that our study had also 

shown that there was a substantial number, a great number 

of vacant lots in the area which had really no economic 

value, in that you build a house on it and the house cost 

ten thousand; when it was finished with financing availabl 

and so forth, why, the house would be worth eight or seven 

even brand new, so these lots were selling for almost 

nothing. 

We suggested to them that they find out 

where the recreational needs were; that they go out and 

raise some money, buy these lots and put in their own 

recreational facilities. They did. The first step they 

made was to identify where their need was, and it was 

quite amazing. 

The next time they came back to us they 

came back with the areas circled by -- or, squared out by 

blocks and they knew how many kids at what age were in 

each group and where they were currently playing and what 
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their needs were, and it was just a great job. Then they 

wanted to know who awned the properties and they said --

well, they had asked us as a resource to get this informat·on 

for them, who awned the properties and what they were 

zoned for and what they could use them for and so forth, 

what the assessment might be, and we pointed out to them 

that we weren't a resource of this type, we were simply --

we would lead them to resources and we suggested that they 

-- maybe the best resource for doing this was at a meeting 

at our office the next day. 

They sent six people who would range in age 

from what, about 50 to --

MR. BODARY (Interrupting): 65. 

MR. WAL.5H (Continuing) : 65, and they 

came to our office. Jack Bodary met them and Jack• s 

background is in education. He spent from -- half a day 

with them, taught them how to read the plat books; taught 

them how to read zoning books, took them over to the 

Assessor's Office, taught them haw to read the Assessor's 

Roles, and all of the other information. 

When they came back two weeks later, 200 

lots were identified with the owner's address, legal 

description, assessment, lot size, zoning, a regular 

professional job, and were extremely happy about it, becau e 

this is something that they had done. 
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At this time, then, they were going to go 

ahead with this recreation program, but at this time Bob 

Knox of the Housing Commission called me and said that the 

Archdiocese was entering into a demonstration program with 

the Federal Government for this Phoenix Housing and wanted 

to know if I might have some idea where they could locate 

it or where they could find some land to go to them and I 

told them the program in my opinion would be as much of a 

failure as the normal public housing program if it was jus 

superimposed in a neighborhood. It would immediately -­

this particular demonstration program on low cost, low 

income housing, which is descriptive but certainly negativ 

in its approach for a neighborhood. 

I suggested that these remarkable people 

that we were working with, the PNAC people might go in wit 

it, but I told them that I doubt it if they would simply 

be the recipiants, that they have to be in some way the 

co-sponsor, but they said that they would want to buy the 

land, that they wanted to be a true co-sponsor, and that 

was totally independent of what we said to them. 

They sat down and they worked out their 

requirements to be a part of this co-sponsorship, one that 

they had at least half of the members on the Board of 

Directors come from the neighborhood, and that they have 

certain veto privileges in design and so forth. In other 
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words, that they would be really full participants and 

then they undertook this project and this project which 

has been -- started off as an exciting project, new Nation 

demonstration project with people coming in from Washingto 

and Harvard and so forth, and it has kind of taken them of 

the target of some other minor projects, although -- well, 

let's take it this way: It's taken over the recreational 

program, but they have several other things that they have 

shown interest in, but there is one particularly which 

identified this proper action that I would like Jack Bodar 

to explain, the recreational program. 

MR. BODARY: Right. About the time of the 

riot these people had the Campau School which has a large 

play area, but it was not able to be used by the kids in 

the area for the last 15 to 20 years. They had gone back 

and forth from the school Board to the Department of Parks 

and Recreation, to the Police, and they could get nobody 

to say yes, that the kids could use it. So, Mrs. Rushing, 

one of the members of the PNAC Group who was very interest d 

in recreation, called the Police, the Board of Education, 

the Department of Parks and Recreation and CHAMP, the 

Federal Agency for Recreation; got them all together at a 

meeting and said, "Now, here is the problem: We would lik 

to have it open and what can we do? You people settle it.' 

Once these people sat down, these four 
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agencies together, in an hour's time the Police said, 

"All we have to do is have somebody tell us not to chase 

the kids off." nte School people said, "It's all right 

with us to use our property. 11 The Recreation People said, 

''Well, I think, you know, we can't afford to staff it, but 

it would be all right if you can get people to staff it," 

and CHAMPsaid, ''We will get people to staff it, 11 and in 

an hour's time the thing was open .. 

Another thing has come up since this thing 

and that is at Northeastern. Their relationship with the 

School Board, they are one of the first in the City that 

we know who have parent advisory groups to the Principal 

at Northeastern High School, involving all school matters, 

changes in curriculum, building, and all the rest, and thi 

has all been through a positive attitude on how can we hel 

you to make this neighborhood better. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Getting back to the 

recreation situation, did PNAC raise some money 

MR. WALSH (Interrupting): Yes. 

MR. BIRENBAUM (Continuing): -- to purchase 

some of the lots that you described? 

MR. WALSH: Yes, they raised some money. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: How much was that? 

MR. WALSH: I forget. 

MR. BODARY: They had pledged, and the 
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pledges are still being paid, by the way, but they had 

pledged at that time something around --

MR. WALSH: It was around $3,000. 

MR. BODARY: (Continuing) -~.$3~000 from 

the different block clubs and the communities in the area. 

MR. WALSH: What they did, they went to all 

the organizations, clubs, and each one pledged so much. 

They put up this money and when they went into the buildin 

program they didn't have it immediately available, apparen ly 

the Diocese loaned the money to them and they are paying 

it back. 
I 

They are still moving ahead on this and 

they are raising money many different ways, not only from 

the block clubs pledges they are raising, but within 

PNAC themselves, dabg a few things, they are doing some 

things to raise some money. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: Off the record. 

(Whereupon a discussion was held off the 

record.) 

MR. BIRENBAUM: We understand that the 

PNAC area did not -- strike that. 

We understand that the peoplein the PNAC 

area did not actively participate in the riots at all, 

but took actions to preve~t the riot from actually spread­

ing over into their territory. 
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Could you tell us -- strike that. 

Are you familiar with the characteristics, 

racial and housing, welfare and others, sociological, of 

the areas where the riot actually did take place; the 

Twelfth Street area and some of the other places in 

Detroit where -- which subsequently were affected by the 

riot? 

MR. WALSH: Yes. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: How would you compare, usin 

those criterion, the Twelfth Street area and some of the 

other areas where the riot actually spread out into, with 

the PNAC area? 

MR. WALSH: Well, starting with the Twelfth 

Street area. The Twelfth Street area is the most logical 

tinderbox area in the City of Detroit. It is semi-unique 

when you compare it to any of the other areas, either the 

PNAC area or any of the areas to which the riot ultimately 

spread. 

In direct comparison between the PNAC area 

and the Twelfth Street area we find that the Twelfth Stree 

area is of a substantially higher population density; a 

more-- a younger neighborhood, in that there are more youn 

people of employable age who are not employed, and probabl 

greater extremes in income, in that there are within the 

area -- there are people who are -- professionals, and 
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people who have good jobs at a higher income, but then you 

have got -- when you get to this large number of unemploye , 

you reach rock bottom. 

Now, in the PNAC area, it's a more mature 

and older neighborhood, more stabile in that the people 

are either employed, or in some kind of relief program, 

but a much smaller number of unemployed. 

The housing in the Twelfth Street area, the 

are substantially higher. There are a number of apartment, 

larger houses, a greater capacity for population density, 

physically the capacity for this density does exist. 

There in the PNAC area you are talking 

about frame, one-story houses with some two-story houses 

intermixed, on 25 and 30 foot lots, mostly 30 foot lots. 

As I said, that you don't have the population densities, 

they are one or one and a half story houses and a number 

of twos, but no where near the population density and the 

area is really a quieter spot. 

Now, insofar as you don't -- you don't 

develop the pedestrian traffic on any of the streets. 

Chene Street would be an example. Compared pedestrian 

traffic on Chene Street to Twelfth Street, there is just 

no comparison. 

This area,.the PNAC area has probably gone 

through a great part of its transition and it's slowed dow, 
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although it was never really much of a swinger neighborhoo 

as Twelfth Street has become~ 

The factor of employment is -- these people 

are employed in the PNAC area. Those who are employed are 

employed at not high paying jobs, but steady types of 

things, and where this area, the PNAC area is similar to 

many of the areas that the riots did in fact expand into, 

as Detroit is essentially single family residence type of 

a city, which just parenthetically is one of the reasons 

that a great number of people thought the riots could neve 

have occurred here, because it's spread out so far, but in 

many of the areas the riots spread out, you had a similar 

type of situation, single family homes, frames, and not 

the same population density that Twelfth Street had. 

In the area, the PNAC area, about 4U per 

cent of the single family residences were owner-occupied, 

and by owner we mean the person either owns it or is bfing 

it on some kind of financing, land contract; and the Twelf 

Street area, you would have a similar, perhaps a slightly 

higher number of people buying their own homes where you 

have single family residences, but the higher percentage 

of apartments and flats produced a substantially higher 

number of renters and with this you had the -- the Twelfth 

Street, you have got a lot of bad buildings, very tough to 

maintain large buildings, they are tough to maintain. You 
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have got problems, rats and sanitary problems and so forth 

which I don't think are greatly different per capita than 

they would be in the PNAC area, except that the concen­

tration of people make the concentration of restaurants 

and so forth a much more serious problem. 

MR. BIRENBAUM: So that, taking into con­

sideration what actually did happen in terms of the areas 

which were eventually effected by the riot, it would be 

your judgment that the PNAC area would be -- would have 

been a logical candidate for having become involved in 

some way in the riot itself, although it would not have 

been a logical candidate for a place where the riot would 

actually originate? 

MR. WALSH: It could not have been the 

tinderbox, but there is no reason in my mind for the riots 

not to have extended up and down Chene Street without some 

kind of action to prevent it. Chene Street had similar 

concentrations of stores and services as did Mack, Mack 

running just to the north just on the south side of 

this area. Mack was very hard hit and very, very similar 

neighborhood characteristics, very similar neighborhood 

characterisitics. 

I think the one other factor that I think 

I should probably point out is in the Twelfth Street area, 

in .this tinderbox area and the areas around it, that 
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the number of younger people, I think that if we talk 

about this riot as an anti-establishment riot, I think 

it's very important to recognize that this is not purely 

a riot of the disadvantaged; that a great percentage of 

the riot thrust comes from the disillusioned and I think 

that this point of disillusionment which had heavier con­

centration in Twelfth Street and surrounding the Twelfth 

Street area, because of a higher percentage of the unemplo 

ed people, younger people, made it the tinderbox. 

MR. BODARY: I think one of the other 

differences in the two neighborhoods is in fact the PNAC 

area is actually an older area as far as the residents 

themselves are concerned. They have been located there 

PAGE 

much longer than in the Twelfth Street area. 

MR. WAL5H: I would say it's more estab­

lished even though it's an older area and if you drove 

through the two I would say that you would rather live 

there. 

MR. WIL5ON: Okay. Thank you, gentlemen. 

(Whereupon the depositions were concluded.) 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
) ss. 

COUNTYOF WAYNE ) 

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC 

I, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETZ, 

R<MLEYand SUMMERS,Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary 

Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of 

Michigaq, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby 

certify that the witness whose attached sworn deposition 

was taken before me on Tuesday,~January 9, 1968, was by me 

first duly cautioned and swern to testify the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said 

deposition is a true and correct transcript of the whole 

of the testimony so given by the said witness upon his oat. 

I do further certify that I am not connected 

by blood or marriage with any of the parties, that I am 

not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this 

matter in controversy, directly or indirectly, in any way. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of 

Wayne, State of Michigan, this/ dday of ~ , 

1968, A.D. 

Gerald Hanson 
Notary Public, Wayne County, Michigan 
My Commission expires November 12, 1968 
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llATIOIW. ADVISORY CONKISSlOIIOBcxvn.DISO&DIIS 

-------------------)
I-ll•V•l•S-T•I-G•A•T-1-0-R ) 

) 
) 

ae: Det.roit • Michigan ) 
~~~-~~~-~~-~~~~~~~~J 

'l'be Depeaitioa of CAROLEW • taken 

be.tbre kobert Proat, a tary Public witbS. and for the 

Couaty of Oak.land, S.tate of Michig•• on Thursda1, 

Jaauary 11, 1968, at 457 Federal lllildiag, Detroit, 

Mlclu.g•• •ca..encing at 9:30 o•clock 1D tbe foxenoon .. 

roa THI MnONAL ADVISORY CONNISSIOR: 
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Detroit, Ntchl&• 

Thuraday, January 11, 196 

About 9:30 o'clock, A. M. 

CA a OLE WILL I AM s, after 

baviaa been firat dulJ MfOrn by the IIOtarJ hbllc to tell 

the truth, the lfbole truth. •d aothlag but the truth, 

teatlfied u follawa; 

XANIIIATIOM BY Ml. BIIDIMllf: 

Ml. BIUHBAUN: Nay the record abow 

that the wf.taeaa baa been 8"0rn. 

Q Would JOUpl•- atate your aaae and give ua ,eur addr•••· 

A Carele Wllliaaa, C•a•r-e-1-e. Ny boae addr ... , 5723 

V•r-t. lly office addreaa. 6061 Grand &f.ver. The 

telephone nu.bar there lD the office la 894-6990. 

Nr•. Willlaaa, where are ,-a ftOlf eaployedf 

1 aa aot eaployed at all actually. 

I aee. What la your occupatieaf 

1 vu a tea:ber. And I • on leave to direct the pragr .. 

on a velmltar, b .. ia fen: now. 

Ami were,- a teacher in the Detrolt School S,aua! 

Yea, I vaa for aeven ,eaa. 

In what achNl were ,eu tac.biaat 

At Ne icbael Juaior High School. 
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l Doea that acbeol aerve the De·trolt Iat•r-CltJ area! 

2 Y•••lt doea. It ia appzexf•telJ fin blocka -- no, 

3 eipt blocb frea the ?wlfth Street a.rea. 

4 Aad :,eu taught there for aeven yearaT 

Yea, I 41d. 
6 Rave you tauaht .,._.re euef 

7 Ye·•• for a 1Jr1ef perf.ocl l uuabt at what i• kDOlftl aa the 

8 brthweat Sectioa, which la pre.im1ut.ely a vbite •action, 

9 for oae ,ear. 

What 1a ,-ur educational bacqnued1 

11 I have a a.A. degree froa Wa,ae State UaiVU"•i.tJ aad I am 

12 worklag on-, Matera at the Univenlty of Kicbigaa. 

13 
Q You tbea left the Detroit School Sy•t- when! 

14 
Tld.a put October, 1967. 

And wb,g vu the purpose of your l••la& the acheel .,..t_? 

16 
I had boped that I coulcl direct the Yelurateu ,1.ac._t 

17 
Cerp and w.rk •~ the aaae tiae, but after I aot involved 

18 
I feuad that tilia waa really going to ¥equlre a full•tiae 

19 
poaitloa 1a teraa of a•ttlaa jeba open ad f1acH.ag oat what 

total Job noaiaillg progr ... w,:e opea. Therefore, I aaked 
21 

tbe Board for a leave of absence to direct tbe progr- on 
22 

a full•tlae baala. 
23 

Q WOul.dyou describe the nature of thla progr- that you 
24 

juat referred tof 

A Tbe purpo•• of the progr• ia to place pad-ting ,ouag•te 
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4 

into collqe, to job tralabaa progrw, or on a Job. 

1-ediaul7 after gracluatlea. 

We bope to acbleve thia by actually 

naut.erlll& the JOW11.9t.era la the prograa befere be 

graclut•. We would prefer the 11th grade. but aa it 

ataada now - becauee ve feel tbia u eztreaely urgent -­

ve are realat•riaa tbea ill the flrat IIOllth of their Seuior 

,-ar. 

lefore a•~tl• late• dlacmaion 1a detail of how thi• 

prop- operate•• would you tell ua whether you conducted 

a atud7 before lauachi• thia pregna'l 

Y ... 

In~• the relatiwbip betwe• education in Detroit and 

eaple.,...c. for yeungatera p-aduatbg froa the Detreit 

Scb.ool 8yateat 

Te•. We cODducted • attlllJ of IIOrti...tern Ri&h ScbGol on 

Cr--1 liver and Weat Grand Boulevard. The ablcl7 ••• made 

of the p:adutilfa clua of .June. 1967. 

lie called the ,-uaag•ten. Thi• wu 

• phane atudy. And ~ I vu fad.liar with ctulte a 

DUllber of the )'OUl'l&atera, I felt fauly fr• ill talld.-a. 

And I fel& tbeJ were •m.te open witb ae. 

We found tbat between June and reughl.7 

the llliddle part of SepC..,.r that leu thala 10 per cent 

of theta~ to be -,leyed or on the wa7 to cell•&•• 
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1 
Q Bow 1111117 JOUD&•tera dld yea aurveyT 

2 
A We called cl ... to 300. 

3 
Q And th1a 1• llOrthlfeatem High School! 

4 
A ■orta..atem lligh School. 

Q Where la that located? 
6 

A Grand liver an4 Weat Craad Boulevard. Aa•ia• that too i• 
7 

eight bl.eeks froll the Tlalfth Str"t area. 
8 

Q l see. Doe• lt serve cbildren 11via& 1n the Ttfelfth Stree 
9 

areaf 

A Yea, 1t ~. Al .. the Grand liver -- Grand River waa one 
11 

of the real tarcet areaa 1a the &'iot. And tbia high 
12 

aebf»l wu r1ght in the al.ddle of it. 
13 

Q Did :,ou. 1n c:onductlag ,-ur atudy, alao look iat:o the 
14 

eaplo,_.t atatws of JCMaaa-tera who bad clxepped out of the 

acbool aya·tea before graduatt-at 
16 ,...A 
17 

Q Wbat. dld ,eu find? 
18 ,. We fouad that at least SO per eeot of the J'Ol,Ullgatera that 
19 

we ._.,.ye4 • which vaa rouablJ about SO, that we were 

able to c:Gntact., were eapleyed. AllCItbeJ were the•­
21 

a&•• •• the aual:Mtr of atudeata who bad graduated fr• 
22 

llorthwutem 1a June of 1967. 
23 

Q When you ••1 -.,." wbo wu working with you? 
24 

A Douglu &oaa, tb4I other teacher that helped me •tart the 
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Q He too la a teacher la Detroit! 

Re •••. Be alao ia uaiatlag to direct thla proar-. 

Q la eoaaec tiea with this aurvey of araduatea fr• llortb• 

""terll Blgb School, did ,- a1ao get in touch with 

-,i.,.m or pcoapeetive eaployent 

Ye1, I did. 1 have talked to ld.chiga Blue Cr .... llue 

Shield Iuuranee e-,ariy. and tbia 1• in reg•cla te the 

•• our pilot proa,raa, and thia prlv•t• progr• 1• ~-.hag 

out th la IIOllth. 

Q 1 uadffat.aad. What 1 waated to get lnto ia whether JOU 

explored the reaaena froa the eapley•••• polat of vi-

or thia lack of eapl.,...at for ,ouogat.era 1raduatiag fro. 

IIOrtt.eate·rn lli&h School. 

A I have talked vlth eaplo,era. And. of cour••• at 1.._th 

with the lllcld,aan 111p1.,...t S.Cur1ty Coalli•a1oa. And te 

be YUJ fr.aak with you. I feel that they are not really 

•are flf the real preb.l• that a hlgb ac:hoel ,_...tu 

bu. Tbey continue to aay, "llell. ve are a•lng to give 

tea ta• and ve will at. ve iDtervl- ,· and we wl.11 see." 

But, you aee, we find that no job 

of fer or aythiQS can be ••lagful • no job traiabg 

prGfP'• can be ••iaafiJl ualeu there 1a alaoat a 

guarantee of a job ••J'ODd thi•. Kida have beea dlalllu­

aioned a 1-a t1at. And .. ·wafer:tunatel:,, the -.1-yer• 

kept lookl,.g for auper hwun bunp. 'they don't look fer 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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people that they have to train directly on the job.. And 

thi• ia a problem that I have been running into. 

But, at tbe same ti•, I do aeea to 

feel some brealttbrouah, such as Nichiga Blue Cr••• and 

Blue Shield. They want to do -thing in thia area.- and 

tbey are ultiag for help. And I think their cue la 

1Ddica·t1ve of uny e-,loye·ra that aiaply want to know how 

to go about it. They want quality, yet they want to help 

too. 

Q In connection with your c•v•raation with theae eaployera, 

did :,ou diac:uaa with them their opinion of the degrff• from 

Inter-City High Scboola, the value of an later-City High 

School degree? 

No, I didn't. But I will aay thia, I got a strong f"l1ng 

that they were bealtant. It wasn•t aoathiag that was aal 

out directly, no. But they were beaitant. And tbe:, were 

aware•· they felt•· the feeling La that the youagsters 

graduathg frea Inter-City High Scb.oela are just not 

prepared. The ycKal&atera feel this alao, l>y the way. 

That he 1a not prepared? 

That he u not prepared .. 

Q Bow, aubaequent to your coapletion of this study, did you 

then eal,ark upon a program de•igned to alleviate the 

probleaa that you dlacuaeedf 

A Yea, 1 dld. And I considered thia an action prograa. We 
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dee id.eel to call the prop• • VOlt.mteer Placeaent corp 

becauae the •ho-le progr- •pmau tetall7 on volunteers. 

Webee:.-• ta----,t .... pnflt era•lcati.N ta Auguat .. 

Q When,-i NJ"-," who else 1• involved with you 1a t:hut 

A Deuglu ION, Chrlatlae Ncebee. 

Q I• abe a1 .. a fonaer teacher? 

A Peraer teacber. And abe worb vitb COD, Conan•• Of 

&&cial lflul1t:,. She la not world,na full-tial on the 

progr•. Dougl.u aou • be coaea 1a and belpa where M 

can. 1 aa the OlllJ one that 1a bere all da:,, evuyd&J, 

aeven daya a week .. 

At any rate, we felt that the Voluatee 

Plac ... at Cerp abould •· tt•• aaln objecclve waa to put 

th• c•ma •lty ill contact with the •tudant and the atudeata 

proltl•. .Andat the aw tlae, give the co-•i.ty, threuah 

tba velatecr, the aec .. auy k1\ow hew for belpiag this 

,-..ter Lato a gaiaful career after arad1MKlea. 

We found thac, r .. 11:,, May of the 

Federal ,roar... were there, but 41uite freq...cly the 

lncoae cr1terw was• deterrent for, let•• ••Y• a pareat 

that NJ.'.aed five tbMalud dollar:• • year with thhe 

cblldru in the f-117, yet bi• son gracluated fr• bf.ab 

achool, not prepared to do aaytlliaa. He atlll wanted to 

be t.ralaed. but be do-•t·go dOlt'rlto MDTA. becauae he 

earned a,re than three th._nd dollars within thla level. 
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But bia yeungster la still there. there .la •• aany like 

that. 

I think the vroa&-,ha•ia uy be 

pl.Med on fi1M111Cialpoverty. It is not that per ••, it la 

prebaltly acadeaic peverty, knowledgeable povert.1, poverty 

of not .....,ina tfbere to go. Aun ai&bt chooae to be peor. 

But wbeA a aan la poor and be vanta to be ri.ch and he 

doe•o't ktMw vb.at Co de, it la a uegic aituatlon. 

So, the volunteer, tbea, we &ive the 

volunteer the knewboll and we rad late tlaraugb the c I mity, 

threugb the Mlaateer, bepefully that iD the alld we can 

aolve two prebleas; firat, the pr:oblea of pttiag 11Dre 

younptera late jelta af.aply because tbey •111 aee aome 

aucce••• eaployee• aracluaced fro■ bigb 8Cbeel. He actuall 

get a jeb. See• tbia hu •aaing .. 

Na• thia, aoaieooe keepe uld,118, 

"Wha about tbe dropout rat.et.. Ny feeli.111 1a that tbe 

clrepeut clrepped out now beeauae riaht DOIi be t .. 1. it l• 

•re to hi.a advat .. t.e drep out. Wehave not •fflciallJ 

ahown hla any reuoa to sta:, th.ere. 

So, with the aucc••• •f a progr• of 

thia aort, with kida &•i:a&, not out 20 here and 30 there, 

but in aass nuabera into various areas of really reapon.aib 

citluubip 1a the verld of work, tbu autwtically puta 

a atlpla on the drepeut among the peer group. Thia 1• wha 
BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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l 

cou.-ata to bill. What we think aa adulta ••na •dling. 

2 
But hi• peer group, "See, you- bave.a't dene very auch, see 

3 
what 1 amdeia& now ... Tb.en the iac:eative u to •t•y in 

4 
acbool, because ac:bool baa real ••lac. 

s 
Thu proar• pr9Vldea volunteer counaelora to· youagatera 

6 
who araduated fro. the lat.er-City acheola? 

7 
KO, not aractuated, before tt.y graduate. 

12 
8 

I Me. 

9 
The voluateer haa six aoat.ha to werk •itb the atudent befor 

10 
he coaea out of •cbool .. the volunteer u ult to check with 

11 
Blae Croaa ancl Blue Shleld, cbecld.111 with NDTA for the 

12 
apprentlcublpa, regiater two nl&hta • week. 

13 
So, yea 

14 
thea tbe 

15 
tlOD to 

16 
the ...,1 

17 
Tba-t iJI 

18 
Aad thia 

19 
Ob, 1••• 

20 

are eqaged 

vel•teer 

the at\ldent 

t ...... 

ript. 

la carried 

1a developb& job oppertuait.lu and 

c•• mlcatea tbia knalrlecla• and ta.foraa­

and at.teapta to •tivate bi.a to pw:aue 

tuaityf 

out•• well with higber education'! 

21 
Oh, yea. 

22 
Att-,tf.a& to ldentlf7 .,,_t•ity for hlgher educ.at.ion 

23 
aad to 110t1vate tbe :,ouaaatera 1n the Detroit School 

24 
Syatea to take advantage ef the opportualtluf 

25 
Tbat la rlpt. In fact, I would like to use aucb more than 
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"aotivate... I would like to use the word ''rake tbaa." 

Ve ask our velunteera to be prepared to take the youagater 

la you car and actually tab thea down to Wayae State 

UDiver•i~ and tab the teat. if they have to. Be prepared 

la the event the kid cannot get traaaportati.Ga and live• 

a 1-& ••1 fro. the poaalble place of eaple,-at, be 

pr•pared to take eff a day and take the JOUll&•ter for an 

interview f• a jolt. 

llow, are tbeae volunteer• paidt 

Ro, no •laat:Nr la paid at all. 

And are ,-s conducting thia progr .. under a gr•t or under 

a goveraaeat.al aupport of aeae kind 7 

I preNDted the pregr .. to tbe Ford MOtor c..,,..y 1n 

A_.t, aad la October 1 received·an 1.altlal $5,000 ar-t, 

which••• uaed to take yeungater• to Atlanta to go vi.alt 

...... cellecea there. And to take tMII to RNlpton 

Iutitute to abaw the■ what 4'"411pa18 life la like, dendtory 

life la like. We let tbea partlcipete la tbe ~•creatlGGal 

ac:tiviti••• feotball aaaea, damicea, tbeJ atteaded playa; 

a full frae chlya cultural aperleace rlgbt on a cellege 

ADdyeu ■ipt note I did cbooee 

llegro colleaea. I dld thla becauae it 1• lllpertant that 

what acboel we put our JOW13aterala, that firat that 

illi.tlal year they feel aome aenae of pride and belonging. 
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Unfert'8Mlt.ely, no other W1iftrait7 bu 

been yet able to do• fairly good job of that. The Negro 

youagstar la •till isolated oa the c-pu•. 

So, I feel it vitally iaportalt that he 

f••l• be belooa• and he geta over the buap and griad of 

the at.Syiag. And be can de it -• bla peer group, 

peeple that apeak hi• language. And then after the firat 

year er two yearat be f .. la aecure biuelf enough to co.. 

to a Rortbarn Unlveraity, and whether accepted or not, 

ccmtinue to achieve. 

Q &efen-11'1 aa•iD to your aurvey yeu~coadacted, dld you 

prepare ,our filldlng• la a vrl~teD fora? 

A I bave acatte.red aotea. And I will be very fraak, we were 

really ruahia& to get tbia out and get the progr .. on the 

read befere achool atarted. Alld, act•lly, after about 

th• first 100 atudeota we were coavlnced. Wealre•y had 

the idea. Ve were conviDced we were beading on the right 

track. I kept Kattered notea. I have not written tbea 

up. They are in aote fona and can euily be written up, 

,... 
Q Did you preaeat your fladinga to the Detroit Board of 

BducatiOGt 

A I ducuaeed it wlth the■• I d1dn' t preaent theta in paper 

f••• no. Well, the Detr:oit Board of Education was 

receptive, :,ea. It la a proar- that I thlak that -- I 
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won't have to present it. partic:ulai:ly. I think they are 

aware of it tbe:aselvea. 

I tried to get. through the Board'• 

record•, the mnabe~ of JOU111Sterawho bad actually been 

pi.ced la cellege or where they went. And we were not able 

to get •1 fi.&ur•• of any Hrt, you aee. And I think that 

they are aware tbat -body needa to know where our 

,..._.atera are going. And they haven't been equipped to do 

lt. 

Do you know whether any other group bu ude a aiailar 

ab&dyt 

No, l doa' t. I do kn• there ~ a group, Higher Edueaticma 

Opportunity COlllllttee, verlt111g out of Wayne State Unlverait. 

TbeJ are trytag alaply to do a fairly good job of locating 

poeaibly college poteatial yeungatera. Again, the eaphuia 

I.a coll•&• bound atudeata. 

Q to your kaolrledge oo one elae baa ..Se a abMly of the 

-,lo,-eat and higher ed11e.atienal atatua of graduate• frNa 

Inter-City High Scboola1 

A llot that I kDGlf of. I ••11t to the Micblg• laple,-at 

Security co· 1aaion that actully reglatera eveEy.atudeat 

in tbe clty, and they ha•e no record. 

Q Do ,eu ha•• •ything further that you would like to tell 

wa! 

A No, I thiak that la juat abeut lt. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 

WOODWARD , ..sess 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

• 17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

PAGE---

14 

We do have a Board of Directora that I 

••• able to get plog for 

.. rkhs on the new Detroit 

me. two of 

cOlllllttae. 

theta baN 

Mr. Levi 

been 

.Jackaea. 

aad Doctor Cbarlea Stevct. 

Q Rave JOU pxepared 

fora? 

a a·z-•ry of your progr- in written 

A It will coae out la •· 

But the actual report•• 

up to thia poiat will 

well. the initial aynopau 1a here. 

to bow far we have gone into and 

not be out before the laat of thia 

IIOllth. Thia 1a wheD 1 will •et with •1 Board of Director 

and aake 

1968. 

a full report aa to our atatua for beg111111Dg 

Q I ba.nd you thia docU11111tentitled "Volunteer Placeaent 

Cerp, lDcerporated, a aynopaia of purpoae aacl progr•," 

dated 

toT 

1967. Ia tbia the initial ayoo,•la that yeu refer 

A Yea, it I.a. 

Q Tbla aynepel.a will be lacorpi.r ated in the record aa an 

exhibit. I believe the ~,aher IMUld. be D-17. 

A 1 aiaht add one tblag, and if adding can aean that ,eu can 

aake a auggeation, I have been looking vary atronaly at 

the Federal progr ... bare, and I veuld 

peaalbly that one thlag be conaidered 

like to auggeat 

and be conaidered 

very atronaly, and that 1a a poaalbillty of aakiag facillt 

available to all youngatera vitbia Negro 
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lS 

1a not, 

every you:ngater ia poor. It 1a that they need help. ADd 

many of tu programa are dealgne.d to give tbe type of h lp 

t y need. Aad beyond tbe traialng prograa they offer, 

there abould be a defiQJ.te attempt to get deflait 

coaaitaeata for j b plac---~IIJl.t. BecalUle no progr- la goi 

to be realiatic: to a y ter -- and they are very reallat c 

-- ua1 ... we cai abow thee there is• poaai.bllit7 of reall 

gettillg eaploywt aftnvarda. Otbe.rwiae, the word goea 

out agaill that it 1• a •h-. That la it, thank ,-u. 

(Vher 

-
u 

-
the 

-
deposition waa coaclud .) 
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STATE OF MICHIG.AB) 
) SS: 

COUNTYOI' WAYRE) 

CEll'lFICATE OF llOIAaY PUBLIC 

I, Robert Proat 1 ~f the firm of BETZ. 

ROWLEYand SUN4ERS1 Qualified Court Reporter•, a Rotary 

Publ1c within and for the County of Oakland, State of 

Nichiga duly coaaiaaiooed and qualified, do hereby1 

certify that the vitae•• whose attached depoeition vu take 

before• on Thuraday 1 Janua-=y 11, 1968, waa by ae firat 

duly cautioned aad sworn to teatify the truth, the whole 

truth, and aothiag but the truth; and that the aaid 

depoa1tion ia a true and correct tr.anacript of tbe whole 

of the teatl•ny ao given by the said witnea1 upon bar 

Nth. 

I do further certify that I - not coonecte 

by blood or Mrrlage with any of the partiaa, that 1 ae 

not eaployed by elther of them, nor intereated, directly 

or indirectly la tbia aatter in controversy, ln aay ••Y• 

IN WITIIESS WHEREOF,I have hereunto aet ■y 

band aad affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, Cowlty of 

Wayue, State of Michigan, this p ~ay of ~..e / , 
p'

1968, A. D. 

Robert Proet 
Rotary Public Oakland County I Michiga .I 

Ny Coaa1aaion expire• November 28, 197. 

-
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Tle&\L ADVISCBYCOMMISSI<liOH CIVIL DISORDERS 

I •V-E-S•T•l-G-.+.-T-1-0-N ) 
) 

Ba: Detroit, Micbigaa ) 

'l1le Deposition of STANLEY WEBB taken 

before Mignon E. ttard, a Notary Public within and for 

the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at 457 Federal 

ildin&, Detroit, Michigan, on 'l'huraday, .January 11, 

1968. c ncing about 11:00 o'clock in the forenoon. 

F<Jl THE TIONAL ADVIS<»I.Y COMMISSION: 

HR. DAVID BIRENBAUM 

MR. HEMJR McCURDY 

Mil. NArBANlEL .JONES 
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Detroit, Micbipn 

Thursday, January 11, 1968 

About 11:00 o'clock, A.H. 

-- -
s T A N L E Y W E B a. a witness herein, 

baviQ& first been duly sworn by tbe Notary Public to tell 

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but tbe truth, 

testified as follows: 

EXAMIMTI~ BY MR. BIRENBAUM: 

Q Would you state your name, plea••? 

Stanley Moses Webb. 

And where do you live, Mr. Webb? 

16612 Normandy. 

Q And that ia in the City of Detroit? 

A Yea. 

And where are you preaently eaployed? 

Detroit Board of Education. 

What ia your position with tba Board of Education? 

A Administrative Assistant to the Detroit High School Study 

Coraaisaioo. 

And were you formally on the staff of tbe Coaauoity 

Relations Service? 

A I was employed as summer consultant to the eo-,,,-,tty 

Relations Services. 

Q Were you in the riot area, Twelfth Street area on Sunday• 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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l the first day of the riot, June of 1967, Juln 

2 A July 2J. yea. 

3 Q And where were you, where were you located at tbat point? 

4 A At about 1:45, between 1:45 and two o'clock I would be 

the area of Twelfth and Clairaount, dowa to Twelfth and 

6 Virginia Park. 

7 Q When did you first enter the area? 

8 A It was about 1:45. 

9 Q 

A That was l:4S P.M., yea. 

11 Q Were tber• crOllifda than oa the street? 

12 A There were crONds on Twelfth Street, there were crowds on 

13 Fourteenth Street and all of the streets ruaning perpen­

14 dicular to Twelfth and Fourteeatb. 

Q And approxiaately bow many people would you aay were out 

16 on the street at that time? 

17 A A rough gueaa, around two to three thousand people iD the 

18 area. 

19 Q Were tbeae predoainently young people or was tbia a mixed 

group? 

21 A It was a mixed group, young, old, male, female. 

22 Q Could you observe any of the looting that was going on -­

23 strike tbat . 

24 Had looting begun at tb&t poiDt? 

A Definitely. It bad been iD progress evidently prior to m 
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arrival and was con~inuing throughout the time I was 

there. 

Q Could you describe bow long it waa carried on? 

A Particular on TWelfth and Cl&iraouot and the next street 

going South ·there was a shoe a tore on the corner, on the 

llortbeast corner, as well as there was a store in the 

next block with three cordons across the street. YoUQger 

boya, I would say between the ages of 15 and 20 would 

attempt to break in one place and as the cordon of police 

would briQ& their rifle to port arms and moved toward the 

group, the group would then go down the allay and come 

out on Clairmount and Twelfth and break into the other 

place. It was a cat-and-mouse game, •-miagly. 'Ibis 

aee•d to be the tactic• up and down Twelfth. 

Q Thu was takiag place up and d011n the entire atreet as 

far as you could see? 

A lligbt, as far as I could see. 

Q And after the youths wbo were engaged in breaking into 

theae atorea bad left the atores did the crowd then eater 

more people go in? 

A More people went in and stayed for a short while, then 

the place started burning. 

Q I see. Could you see, did you see anyone actually igDiti 

buildi•s or --

A (Iaterrupting): No. 
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l Q How would you characterize the mood and attitude of the 

2 people vbo were out on the street at that ti•? 

3 A I would interpr11t that as complete freedom without 

4 restraint. 

Q Were they generally happy or was there, did you detect a 

6 sense of anger or --

7 A (Interrupting): I didn • t aee any tears. You can strike 

8 that. 

9 Q that 1a all right. 

A No one appeared to be unhappy. It appeared aa tbou&h, to 

11 me, anyway. that this was the maximumparticipation of 

12 the poor• if you will. 

13 Q Were there large numbers of people who were obaerviDg wba 

14 was going on but not participating in it? 

A I would say there were more people obaervillg tban 

1t; participating. 

17 Q To your knowledge were these people who were ooaerving · 

18 what was going on residents of the area? 

19 A I would aay they were residents of the area. 'l'bere were 

people coming out froa houses on porcbea, what have you. 

21 Moat of tbe people, 1 would say, were residents of the 

22 area becauae of the way they were dressed. 

23 Q How were they dressed? 

24 A Soaa people still had on. bedroom c lothea, robes. It 1• 

kind of hard for me to say. These people don• t wear 
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beclrOGII clothe• all the tiae. I am quite aarioua. I 

would suapect frOlll tbia tbat theae were peopla tbat lived 

ill the area. Alt I iDdicated from the people on tbe por s 

goiq illto the houses, there -•d to be tbe kiad of 

eapreaaiona between people that are very fad.liar with 

eacb other. 

Q Were yaa able to obaerw the behavior and activitiea of 

tbe police, 

Q (latapoaiag) : What were tbey cloiD&? 

A When 1 drove iDto tbe area tba police bad blocked off the 

atreets that run perpeadicular to Twelfth Str .. t and 

Fourteeata Street. they bad than wooden boraea aero•• 

tbe street.. 'l'hia was my first encounter with tbe police 

aDCII parked-, car ta one of the areas that were blocked 

oU. 

?be poliA:e Ju• t a&Mtd tba horse aad let me 

drive in without any quaatioaa or &117 indicatiou. Other 

aeelllld to be doiDg tbe s .... '1'be police would pull the 

borae• back aad pull. let tbe people go through. They 

were laupia& aad talking and jokia& with the people up 

aad dowa tbe street. Tbia waa on Fourteenth Street. one 

block West of 'l'welfth Street. 

1'be pelice oa Twelfth Street aaelllld to be 

aaai&md every other block. There were about 12 officer• 
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tbat ..... Nllltiliq up lJJra a.,. .. and tllie7 were liDed 

acroaa tba atnet Just •&:alld!a&. 'Dtay too were Jold-a 

•1tll tbe cr:GIKlaat t.:lau • at t:lau Jut •tuidlaa . tbece in 

a liaa aeroaa tile atteet. 

Aa tbeH ldAla,. M I -ti.onN pnvleuly 

WGUl.clate.pt to hnalt do»a Cbe koa ••b arouad aeae of 

the atona, ODe ..,.. ... t, ...... moved fraa the llicldle 

of tbe iatnNcti«-. braugat t.bair pns to ·,-t arm and 

belldN tONrd tbe ldda. then tbe kida ran.,.,.. T.be 

police•• .. lked &Nick to tbeir eriguaal poau uattl tbe 

Ida tbea brob ill a block ... 7 aad api■ tbey l»rougbt 

ta.ir aw to port a.ru aad beaded toun tllil ldcla no 

wen ~IINlkia& ia. HcailleYer,I abould aay ac tla .... tiae 

I wu •ca.1111-&cloa• to Olill8 of tbe -.uac1a UIII .. t1w 

officer• pulla4 the belat promct.ora dwa ewer tbeir 

face, N'OU&attheir riflea up aarl atartecl to •la. a 

bur ... of bottle• aall •icka wen tbrana at the cop• aad 

I vaa Mtwea tbe cope aad tbeN t:IINwiaa tbe bot.tlaa 

and pe out of tbe •J• 

7be eopa Nre cloiag aothia& buc •lJdR& 

twuda tt. people la, I gueu. lllilit.ary •-r. 

Q Did tbey ... an effort to arreat the youaaaten wu bad 

beea 1a bnakiaa lato aQJ of tbue atona, 

At tld.s tiall, around two .e'cleck, I cU.da•t aee effiA:era 

•ld.11111any arr .. ta at all~ TIier• W&a oae group of office 
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8 

I beliew tbe:, were Co• ■ nd••• that were • bit fir.er 

and• bit more aggrui.a tbaa the etbel: officer• WAicb 1 

aupeet were reaular polJ.c:e officer•. 'l'baa were the guy 

•ltb the ba:,oaeta on tt.lr paa. Tbe:, were wi::, firll on 

tbe atneta tbat tae:, were blocld.ag off. 1111:, wouW let 

.._., tbr:oup, vbat baYe you. Dlair bebavior waa ,ta11:e 

cliu.n.c to tbe otber pol:ke officer•. 

Q Did tile:, _.. • effort to p tbe atneta. diaper• 

tba chllll, 

Ia tbe an& 1 was ill dMtJ'di.d• Nt aa tba:, -t &lwoqb 

tbaa the CNN cw ript back bebiad tbea. 

Q l'M cr...a w-ould nf--, 

A Tbat'• ript. 

Q 1.'baUM ltbicb taJ bad ci.anclt 

Q lut taen waa, at that ti■III, ao reai•taac•• ao accu.l 

incidaata ef ft.pt.ill& bet- tba police &ad tbll er .. , 

A llo. 

Q Were :,ou 1a tbe ar .. vbu tbe fire Uueka IMR Nat 1a to 

u.tt•pd ..ab the fin. whicla W DMa ipiteci, 

Y••. tbla wu piaa oa a.a dllle kida were lanak1aa lato 

tba place• data the atna~. Fir•t• lat • tell J9U, tbe 

area 1 vu la. 1 WGUW .. ,. u :,ou ... TtMlftb ~net 

ru.aa foe about, l •ouW aa:,, tea blocka, _,.-.. fife.a.a 

block.a frGII Clairauat to tbe Boulavan UICIit .,,.uec1 
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aa tllouab the wbola au.et w _ablau at tJaat .,.r~kular 

tia I waa tllan. Fiz'e ena:f•• would go fr- w ..S 

eaeb block to tbe next ..a_ t-, were up aDd clcNa thia 

of 

whole taa4lock area. 

I cla 't tlaillk tlley would looaliN. la tbe 

ar .. 1 •• ill tbe7 would· ao aore tbaa atart aacl tbare wer 

Q 

five 

I .... 

waen 

blocu -,. than were 

llbat waa the rupoue 

you were acacioaecl, to 

fin• 

of 

tile 

auabreo-1• 

the crOINI ia 

fire trucu, 

up. 

your ar• 

A TM &aacka• then would Nao •- tban W&a ao difficulty. 

Feopla would .we out of tbe •1 ud fire tl:IIIIU 110UJ.d 

coae aereeaf111 with aireaa dGllla tba atnet. !be people 

...,. out of dw .. , • vex.. •• tbe7 die •• ~ JOU coul 

baer bottlaa 

Kid&, but 

•--twaa 

tblre.,.. 

apiaat tbe 

ao iaterfereace 

•id• of 

wida 

the Uuck 

Che fin-

or a 

at 

all. 

Q 

A 

.. 

llo. 

efforu Co prevent tbla &ea putti• out • fin, 

Q ltOII, for bow lo111&did you reaaill ia the twlf tb Street 

area ·• su.tan 

A 

Q 

1 ..,_. uatJ.l 

Dua1.aat.lla tille 

MOUt 5:00 P.K., appr•iMt-.ely. 

Nbeea ,._ eattJ illte tbe- uea. I 

l»elilMI you atated .. rl7 &fteraooa, __. fiw P.H •.• could 

JOU cle-.Ct aQJ ('M-4 

behnlor of the poU.C., 

ill tbe Attitude of tba crGINi amt 
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A Fint of all lat • talk about tJae crCMI. Prior w 

lMYill& 1t appeared•• thouab up 1a the ar .. of 'l'Nlfcb 

Str•t· tba plwa tbat couW llawe bNG looted wen looted. 

H1aJ of tbe plAlcea were peted bec&llae of the fina. So 

&rOUIIIIta.t ti.lie I voulAI .. ,. wt of the peopla bad_ aowd 

off of twlftb Street becauae there was very little 

ac~i•i~ aoia& •. '1'lle poll• officer• wen ao l.GDger 

atatiCIIIN at tbeH latanal blocka. Evicletlltl7 tbe7 had 

..,._ ~■■ l'VN. U.y bM takea cla,a tbe road block• 1D the 

croaa •t~ta. they were DO lellaer tbere. 'ltaia.reV&a 

4IUit.ea bit of actiYltJ cm tbe pert of tbe Fin Dapartaaat. 

I 4W •lble•• a~-- ill •~t~tude of a lot of the crOIKI 

becaUM aa I .. u preneuq. the people were realdeata ef 

the ama &ad -Y ha•• were buraillg at tbe ti■a. 

I daillk tbe feelia& WU tbat tlaia ia DO 

1-..r • joyoua. Jcwi&l tbt•• it_ ... 

bunt.as &1111•ipber '• lwie• bcnillg. I da:lnk tbia 

c:ha••4 41Uita a bit. c.aupW witla then waa ao 110re 

mite•at OIi Twelfth Street. '11u.a daaagN the attitude 

ef...,. of tba peopla. 

Q Wbea 7911 aay cae.-ct. you IIIMID t-,, Nc:aaa., were they -­

atcU. dlat. 

When ,ea NJ Cbat tbeir attutude cbaap4 

tlo JOUwn t11a7becw tu.tile tONrda tbe riot itNlf 

or -

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTEftS 

WOODWARD 1~3933 

https://ltaia.re


1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

PAGE--+-11--

• (Ild:Cpoaq), Well. sw of the people were. tbe 

attitude t.ucla eacb otber 1a a larp part. JOU kaow. 

Little kida., JOU111 that781111111•&:er•• aclulta 

wen NeeHIIC &11111 tbi1111•weren't tnate• aaburaial J.wial 

Md u ...,ilJ a, thll olaer peopi. becauM 11ADJof the 

older peepla'• boa• were oa fue. 'l'bere N1•cl to be a 

alaift 1a tba •iad arGUDd tut tiae aa parUcularly IJec,od. 

lflliGh I ha4 .,._ aver to u....a. al•o. !1'e willid waa 
' 

c-&ff7ills tbll flwa &om · ,-CU!al.ac buailllaaa eataa.liab• 

-ta. I tlailak the -- of tha place wu Tur•r-kooka 

car.pat PLlce. It -. on fire. ?be •lad bad carried tbe 

f ia ..,._.s.,:117 to tbe nai41antial ueaa &ad tbe ,..,i. 

ba4 a.tarted taktaa tbl atuff out of tba bou.N• for five or 

aia bo 4oa the street becau.ae daey could SN their 

..._. w a...._ to laura aut. 

1 thiu du.a, ia a-,. affecc.o the cbaqe 

of attitude ia tbl area I wu ill. 

Q 111tbe UM ia 1'hicla Jeu IIIU:e locate4 •14 JC111•• any 

atte .. t• _. DJ arou,a ef cltiuaa to uaut tbe fin 

A 

at all. 1 - particuJ..ul1 on tha atreeta lfbere boa• 

.. n IMlau..ag. people gof.a&dam to tba corner aad bollerin, 

.flJaai• --• trJ1-& to aUp tbe fir• truck• to cw to 

their bDuMa. So far aa the fir-a beia& aaaiat.ad bJ 
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citt-•• l dida•t see any. 

Weit a ldaute. I did. Tiu.a waa after I bad 

retuz•d en Twlftb Stnet wbu.'e, 11.kla I aa1c1. there Mrea t 

ve~ _, people around a.ad Juat tba fir ... vo-rldaa. You 

bad •J' IIUlllberof peopla balpia& tile f1r ... n lift t.boae 

hoaea a.I laeok up boHa &ad 111111fiagtbe debria ao tbe fire• 

•a could aet to the•• pi.cu that were ou.niag .. !bat vaa 

taa, 011q nal uaiataac• I aaw. 

Q WbeaJOU My JOU returad to tbe 'J.'Welftb Stnet .... I 

t:aka it what you wn 1a ,-u were ... lid . ._ Cllroqb a J.arpr 

..... dlrougbtlut wt of tbat tlu.'N-bour perlodt 

A. l retuned to tbe Twelfda StrNt UM afteJ: I bad attended 

a -till& at die 'telatb PNciact Police Stati•. t'bere •• 

a -ttac of, I aueaa, d.tiuaa -u.c thlu:e tat ••• 

held J,y the Mayor&ad Police Com1•1oaer. tlw Asautaat 

to the Polloe CG Ir i••i-r • .Jahn C•,-r•, then •re about 

a red people there. 

Q What .as tbl purpose of thia -tiD&? 

A. I lMrMd of the wting fr- a fellow ae•cl Bob badall 

aad Caopna- Di&P •. tbat :& -ti••• a.1111 beld at 

tba Teath Preciact widl tbeN Clt;y l'atbu'a. I• aot too 

ci..r ODdie pur~ of tba Wt.ill&• _At. that ti.al I cU.c111•• 

l 00111Ala't •7 vb.at tbey pw:poM waa. llaieftr, 1a attend 

the -u.a tba N&Jor, I believe. Nid tbat tba 81Htiag 

waa •ill& beld t:o aee •bat ceuld be done. I believe du.a 
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la• you lulolt• -.t he aaicl• •lay ha aaid t.be -ti-s Md 

beea called. 

Q Were tben •1 cleciaiGM llllde at tbat wti• ill taraa of 

actiCIII that would be taua, 

.. w.11. a ~ IINtiJII&.aa ta. llllyoC .. id, it 1N1a to decide 

1tbat could be doDI, but to• 1C tw:aad aut tbat ta. 

llayor aad the Police Coref .aiwr pulled the ,-pl.a 

toaedlar to tall 1'bat wauW be cloDI. aot wbat coulcl be 

doae, or to Uy to pi.a iuipt froa tbe peopla. I aa 

pretty sure be ••id tbac tbe illiti.&1 llattoaal Quartl ••uld 

coa1 ia, daat property• liffa lfOUld be protae~. that be 

,..a ak1Jc for •••iatawre f-rca tM Federal Gonrwat 

Q WU tben aay 4iacuaalca about uaiq the lllc&:dpa Stat.a 

PoU., 

A 'Iba tw of the -ti• vu tlMK tbe ••wnl 1-ader• • 

ca ald.tJ i.--•• bad illlploNcl of the Ma,-: to 4o wbat­

•v•r waa aaceaur7 ill tara of ferce ee atop ti. riot and 

tbe 1ta7or .tid aa7 be ... tqitlla te, vaa c•tactilll& tbe 

Goverw c 11 •uraw»a tbe llati--1 Guard &ad I abe N liev• 

be .a&ld tllat tbe State Police were ca their .. , or nadll7 

••ilabla. 1 C&D't reoall aactl.J halt, wbf.cb tba aituat1o 

Ill. BDDBAJJM: Off tbe record. 

(J)ia.cua•i.oca off tbe record.) 
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l Q (By Hr. Biceab..... coatiauia&) , So tbat tbe NaJor at 

2 tbat -till&, indicated be would uae vbatever force vaa 

3 --•aary to •upprea:a the riK? 

4 A. u.c. 
Q Were tben aay otbar dec1aioa8 apprcwed at tbK -tia&! 

6 
A ••• a group of lld.niatara clecifled tbay llOUW -t tbe 

7 
folt.1111 a,• .I aue•• tbat 110uht be MoadaJ • ~t elhea 

8 o•clock at a.veraad Alat,ny'a , I cloll~t kllGlf .the rsaae 

9 of dla c1aurca. to aee wbat role tbey could pJaJ. '11:ley 

bad clecided at tbat: tiae them waa nodai ... tMJ' couW do. 

11 n. be•t ddag w to a.tay out of tbll •1 aDd wour..­
• 12 

wboever tbaJ talkN to to at&y out of tba .. ,. 

13 
JIOlifever. ducia& that -till& there waa a 

14 
caaplaiat DJa ••llber of peopla about the attitude and tile 

16 
kid -d Cbarlea Col.DJ. lie larclupt up d•iaa tbe wtiag 

17 
tbat Id.pt· belp in ao• .. ,. ta ec- rloe• ceuW be 

18 
caac.roU. a little better tbaa tbay wen beill& c:eatrel:a.d. 

19 
'1'bere wn a fw cU.aa14eat YOJ.c•• after 1-aviJt&tbat 

ape1ed to do~ wb&tewu vu peui!tla uaiaa force to 
21 

••11 tbe riot. I think the YOicu veat ·.:abearcl. 
22 

Q '!beae ~ic:e• JGJ ~fu to, .. re tlleJ t.he· voieu ef· citizen, 
23 

A. Citilleu thU lived ill the area. OddlJ ...... there waa 
24 

a wlaita fell.Glf then tbat. apolria up ...,1ut tbe exuw 

u.. of force and tbar• was NVUal colonel peopla tban 
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l tbat apoke wt aaa1aat the uu of f ........ croli.d 

2 u•• of fuee. Ro deciaioo w llllde oa thoM ia•••• ,, 3 Ia fMt, tbe Mayor bed to i.... He kft •1th the re -

4 
-• t.baa tire -tiaa diuipateill. 

Q Wen ta.n-,, apecific altuaativea Q fo~ prepoaetl a, 
6 

tbaN Citiaeu? 
., 

A I cl••c thtak tbe&"e were aay aternativea, Juat tbe re41ueat 

8 aoc to UM extreae force. l ctea•t recall aa, akeraative 

9 

Q llOfl• OMr tba three to f•r bow: pariod 4urillg wbicb JOU 

11 
were ill the riot uea on Stm11•1• were you ale to detect 

12 
atJ aipa that tba people •bo were •npgecl in loKt• allCI 

• 13 
fin. ..,_.iaa or fire MCtia&. were ia aa7 •1 orp,d&ecl 

14 
ar clirected ill tbaiz Mtivitiaa? 

A I 4Mla 1t aee aa7 _...a1s•• -- I dicla*t witaaa aa, orpa• 
16 

lzecl plaa or wb&t have ,-.. but tbue JGll .. r kid•• few 
17 

o.W.r follul witb tbea •• tbat tbey could •t .,.7 with 
18 

bnak:111& ill one place ud b,.,...ldllll ia aaetan place. 1'be e 
19 

.ta.I to be aoa uaity betMeea tbe gr-, 1c .. u. 1 cloa't. 

I cl-lea' t ae■ anyone that I c•W NJ waa laadillg tbe 
21 

peeple• but tbere bad to .be aom --:IMCiGa bet.weea tbe 
22 

. groupa u tbay were aoia& froa plaN to place. Bvea •• 
23 

ldu will•• you kaow. tbeJ are penepcive and •:l.M 
24 

So you weuld aay it wu a,-tuaoua uaity that developed 
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16 
1 

as tbe rloc progreaNdt 
2 

A Right. 
3 

Q All rigbt.. Duriag the three t• four hour period wllich 10 
4 

pattara to tbe looeiaa wb:l.ch was beiag carried outT BJ 
6 

patten I - were tbe lootua el.ect1ve ia tuM of the 
7 

st•ea ~ tbll7 were lootia&t 
8 

A ODTwlfth Street frca Vtrgiaia Park down to Clairmou11t 
9 

I dicla•& ... u.1 Nlaotivtq except fer om plMe. Tbia 

waa 111tp•• Barbecue and I woulcl aaapect tbat Bugb•s 
11 

Barbecue was not looteti at that tille bedll• the •pbew• 
12 

and couataa and um:laa of the owner of tbe plMe or other 
• 13 

fri.eada of the awaera were •&illllldiaa uowad tbe place or 
14 

either inaiAle tbe place to pebibit tbea. I dida •t aee 

aay HlAtctivity. It 1ooluaclu tboup ev•~ •- for 
16 

....,ia. Hlbiaa Drug Store. whicb ia le&r•t OD Vir&iaia 
17 

Pan. peopla wen brMJd.1111ill there aad cowdaa out with 
18 

~. pilla, duaptag ta.. ait. looldaa for •-th:Lng. 
19 

Two dooca South of that is the Cbit-Cbat 

Lou-. I aoa•t knew ldwtbn that ill Jtap:o ••"• I 
21 

beU.- it ia .. gro nm aad eperaucl. Alt.yray.· people were 
22 

ca1:l111 out of taue vith cues of beer aDC1bar atoola. I 
23 

tlida 1t see aa7 aalactivU:7. 
24 

Q Were-, of tbeae atores ichtnd.fied aa Negro eatuliabment, 

A ~7 know• M aaina 1a llagre. Bveq,body lmowa that 
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tltie Cb:Lt-Qaat 1a at leut fr...-d DJ 11aa;r.... Felka 1a 

tbe ... lmow ic. I ... , live tbece., I lmew le. 

Q DU ,-. naaia ia the -"1 aio& area dur111g tla., mat of 

the n.t. tat 1a. froa Suaday .tltroup 111ur•n 

A l apeat fl.ld.&'AIa bit of tiaa la c:be riot area perWlcally 

t.....,,.,.C tlw .,..k aGd one •f t.ba _,.t f.rf&hten1 .. 

tbh1p co • w the attibade npneMd twd • tbat 

..,.ricaa••• .., tba poU.• Stace Police &ad llltloaal 

G11ad aa .,, .. , ... to tbe at.cUude aaad beb&•ior ..S tna~-

•• .., • -lar ADIJ'• 

llbea w dceve up to a i:Olllllbleck • aoldier ...W cl.MrlJ 

Welltlfy ll:lwlf ... bold bu bad up ... at.op the car 

.uy c...-.•11 __. .. k for tAleDtific&ttaa. Ila .,.. cJ.-ar 

of die ,.u... or tba llatiwl Guard or sue. PoU.. on tbe 

For ex pl.e., • went 4_,. ttae loulArlan 

C....J.ill& Veat at Gr•• &1..-r .. out of IIOlllban bol:&.a:a 

• ..-, "Step tbe cle..ed ca,:." J'r- DOlflaesac:411111..-.eral 

~ Id.di guu poiatad 41uect17 at ua. I--•~ lmOlf 

wlledlar tb1a u tbe ruult ef tbaa beiaa afrat.l er battle 

faU.pe. if JOU •Ul• or uact.111'bat. But, tbaJ were 

rather rude ud -ab aacl u._iaau•lilra. TM •- tbiag 
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Mf••••d fucthu dta,a Qr--.d liver vlth a COll/lftoy of State 

T.reoper•• Detroit Police bad -Dua atop at oaa dae.clt 

po111t ud •~opf• ua tbne blecka clalta at wbicb tiaa tbe 

copa o.....i-•11 aurreuadecl •the car I waa ta. OAe la fr•C• 

..,. cm tile aw.. amt OM llebiad, Md tbay •m Stat.a 

rre-,1¥•• Detroit Polioe, poi.acJ.a& tllai.r d.flee• orcteria& 

ua GUt of tbe car. clicld• .chair Nfatiaa wcy •••cia&ly 

•itla ·the paa aad wr, loud aDd .... 1 ... ves, upnfua 

if 1 cwW •1 iC like dlae. 

Q Wbowaa •1th you at tbia daa? 

A 11lan ... -- lat • ... - ..,._ Villdu. tba ·a1nctor of 

Cl Lat.ty .. latiw SUVleea·, • pboupapber .,, tbe D&IIII 

l&ilay _. • tMlitor. oae of tile editor• of ••••••• I 

.1.... lt,... u iatepececl Cfflf. 

Q So tlaat ,.. bad a aualaua reuoo for beiaa ia tbe area, 

A ?bat 1• rip~. u wll aa each of ua bad proper f.MDtifi• 

catica tbat oaa would ea,1c·t •-one aald wt 1a tbat area 

ill tllat tial. Oac• than Na po« i..._tific&tioa but up 

bt &:bat poillt ta:, .. re racbar abuaiv•• tba poU. -.re 

r&tbax ebuaive &Deltbie --, fel1-•• they wre fina. I 

abeuW My daa-t.. bat YHy buai•••llk.-. 

UAHDIAt'IOII BY a. llcCUIDYa 

Q Doe• tben .... to be a laaMai.ag of tenelell ..,, 

A la Deaoit I would aay dlan 1a a clilfereat kiad of 
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1 
Q 

2 
A TbaD there waa laat swaar. A differeDt kind of tenaloa 

3 
1n that liaea ••- to have beea dr•• and eacb opuatillg 

4 
withi.a that t.ouadar, of cleci•ioa auch aa bebeeu tbe polic 

and the black coaaaaity. Tben are certaia are .. in the 

6 Cit7 of Detroit that tba pol:lca are provicliag aoae pro­
7 

tectiola aad ua otba.r areu tbe police are providtaa 80tle 

8 oppnaaioa aml tMJ are operatia& within tlaat fr.....,ork. 

9 
Ceatered. ill tbe llortbNat area the police ue providill& 

protectioa. The But Side and the heart of tba &bette the 

11 
police are providiag oppr•••lN• bmever. tut u aot to 

12 
llllinia4ze die a••r•l attitude of poor black peeple. 

13 
att.ltucle tourd the Detroit Police Dep&rt-t whicb I 

14 
expect you are aakiaa initially. I don't thiak there bu 

beea &DJrba __ I tbink there 1• •till tba boatility 
16 

oo botb •Wea. 
17 

Q Do you think that waa • •Jor factor that contributed to 
18 

tbe coaditiona that c&u.Nd tba riot. tbia poor police-
19 

co aaity nlatioraa • 1 WA? 

A I tbillk tbat 1• one of the •Jor factor•. I would ••1 
21 

re.ally one of the •J or factor•• ye•. 
22 

Q Do you thiak tbat Ciru:din• SUperiataadeat of Police - ill 
23 

tbat Ilia title? 
24 

A C1 rlaaiODR •. 

Q But HIUl&tive to tbe need• and desire• aDCI fru•tratioas of 
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the peeple iD the &batto aad tbeir aeed for apecial 

aenicaa and attaatioa? 

I would MJ frG11 a aawber of ye.ara world.JI&ta the police­

co aeut)' nlat.i.a and aeveral contact• vitb the 

Cct jaaioaar. tbat be was aa •enaitiv• to die wcla •• 

yc,u could expect a vbita police cOlllld.aaieaer to be. 

feel that there are tboae below bill :111c• ~aact poaitioaa 

who 1a MIIJ 11&7•are not iatenated 1a iaple-tbg dM 

progr ... aad kind of law eaforce•at in ta. black 

CCI mi tJ that. be augpa" • 

EXAMDIATim BY llll. J<BS: 

Q Waa there a rather aubataatial •o-called llickU.a cla•• 

of Jlep-oea in Detroit, 

Q Or i• tlaere, 

A I lfOUld NJ tbere ati.11 1a. 

Q Hu .tbie group pla,ect a leaderabtp role in tbe coamaity 

aad did it play aucla a role prior to tbe diacmler, 

A I tbiak tbeJ played a J.Mderabip role but a aa.-tive 

J.Mcleralu.p role. '1'be ldad of role tbat helped th- aad 

tba■ aloae. I tbiak thia coatributed bec&u• poor pe-,la 

were and atill are a:,aceaaticallJ u:.cluded frOII tbe &ood 

11.fe. Bonver. the poor black peoplA cu aee b.lack peopl 

becoae ldcWla_claa• and have the good tb1nga of life but 

the poor people are excluded alao. 
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Q What coulcl tbe aicldla clua lalack people do to aore 

uaiat &ad ele•ate their black arotban, 

A I tbiak tbey can contrlllute their. knowladp, 1 thiak tbe7 

can contribute tbair tiaa, experience. I tbiak tbey can 

coatriauta tbeir wy tolfard tbe clevalo,-t of poorer 

black 

a wl.1 

peopla. 

e:,,.i., 

I think -- JOU can have pbJai • tbia 

a 1!19sic·1aa tbat c&o offer 118Clical care 

1• 

to 

poor people. I think you caD haft attorney• tbat can off 

lepl advice or they can belp ,ouoa .. aroea by pr-. atlaa 

the 1Mp they can belp tbell for• val\JH or aapiraticaa. 

1.'be7 caa tell tbe■ bow to auccead. 

Q 

A 

You •an tbey ba• 

Bot OD aay larp 

not 

aeale, 

ban 

no. 

4oillg 

For 

tbia, 

er,..,J., tbe BAACP 

atartecl a 81& Brother or&Mi.MtiOD a f.., years qo. I 

cl•' t tblnk it ia awn 1D •1• teace now. 

I tb.iDk alao you, peeplAt bave to c1... atrate 

to people ailllcerity. I doa't tbiak yw can baYa Near••• 

lliddle cl.Ma, &oias iato tbe patu with tile attitude of 

we are co■fag down bare to c:aat pearla to tbe •Walle aay 

more 

into 

tban 

the 

yaa caa 

pet.to. 

bave white paeple frCJ11 

tbe coloaialia■ attitude, 

aubuabi& gola& 

I tb:I.Dk, tbat 

baa to clM- alao. 

Q Do tbeH, I asauae tbere were aoae f- lllictdle claaa llear 

wbo perbapa have been ~olvect la tryiag to illprove tba 

c--,ility conditioaa, pedwpa m>t 1a tbe auabera tbay 
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r .. 11, abould be. Would JOU agree witb tbat? 

A Hiad you. 1 aa aot HJia& we are wri.tiq off tbe lliddle 

c la•• totally• bec:auae I bave run iato a mllllb4tr of people 

I tlaiak are llidd.le c laaa aad bave aivea more to tbe 

a truulAt for equality tbaa perhapa I would. 

Q Do JOU tbillk tba failure of the pawer atructure to 

reapoad to thaae people baa tended to ie.ve tbell opea to 

critieiall or ridicule aad pubapa njec:ti• by tboae tbaJ 

are attellptiag to apeak fer? 

A 1D aoae cuea I believe it ia Jua tifiable. t'bia ia other 

caaea 1 doa • t beliew tbe rejection is well baaecl. You 

kDa a peraon doe• wbat tlle7 can do aad vbat they are 

capable of floiDg. Quite eftea other• cannot see wbat a 

peraoa really doe• 1a tbe atrugle. c., .. aaatlJ be ia 

comte-..4 pr-,tlJ bacau .. be 1a llicldle claaa. Ia reality 

be la coatributiq more to tba atrugle tbaa other• wbG 

caa oal.J ... what tbaJ do. 

IXAMIIIATI<»I(Coatimaill&) BY Ma. NcCUIWY: 

Q Do you tbiak tbe aoocl of tbe Jle&re ber• ia DeUoit 1• auc · 

that tbere could poaaible or even probaD17 be aaotber rle 

tbia year, not ••Ida& J• to aake aay pndictiOD8, 1•• 

uld.aa JOU to iatarpret tbe aoad? 

A &atber than iDterpnt the aoocl, let • iatarpret the coo­

clitiw. 1 cloa't aee aa,tb~ Nally that ha.a cba-d ia 

tbe life of tbe ppor blMk people ia the Ci.CJ of Detroit 
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uy aore DOW tbaA waa or bu bean in the laat four or five 

y .. r•. I tbiak coaditioaa are •till the Mae. I told JOU 

before abou.t tbe •elective Lw enfoi:eea:at _.re. black 

people ia tbe patto are •.till oppreand .bJ.·tile police-a. 

1 - ... re 10.000 jolaa "re allepdlJ aecur:ecl for .. lack 

people. tbat every ,-r 10,000 Job• are ~ at ~haage­

~r ill tbe factoriea aad I ... wbere tbe auto cC111p&aiea 

are b1ria& allapcll7 6.500 people. You bavtt. 2 .• 000 people• 

you really baven't hired ,.soo people. It ia atill the 

Jdad of tlliaa perpetrated by black people, by eatabllab• 

•at, &a well aa black people too. 1 don •t see vben 

tbelr aood or coaclitiou haft cbenpd.. licla are atill 

ptti-S out of Mab acbool with diplOIIIU that are of no 

value, •~111 look at '1V aad bur about aoiag to Beraada 

or tba Morea. the poor black peep.le aee thia too. TIiey 

kllOlf tbe1 are aot iacluded ia tbia kind of good life. 

4-'t cbiak ceaditiou or IIOOd bave · . 

Q What do you ttwak, if it were poaalble to 4o it. wbat do 

you tbiak aboule be c:loae to allniate the caaoitioaa, 

What do you tbillk la the aaJ• prio&'ityt 

A I would go back to tt. poliee clepartMat •• beiag one of 

tbe •J• prioritin. I 1NNld try to develop 1a the polie 

clepU'taat tile attitude of tbia cop OD tbe Mat, the 

patro1-, u well aa tbe Mrgeaat, to treat eacb peraoa 

with respect and clipity aa tbongb each citiua were hi• 
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uployel: aa be reall7 la. I would atart vitb thi• police 

attitucle and I would also induce some aort of aaactioaa 

with the police departaaat to make certaiD tbat theM 

•n enforce the 1- vta-oual7 &ad fairly. !Ilia would be 

the fir•t daiD& I would do. MiDd you. I aa aot aaive 

•aon&h to pull. thia out wi~b daia work aloae. l tb1ak 

there are any other iaatitutioaa ia our City tbat would be 

affected if aucb WU to ..... t.G tbe poli&e •,artllllllt 

beeauH you kn•• if ,ou are soi.II& to do tbia witb the 

poliM clepartaaat 7ou bave to work througb tba Mayor aad 

Police CJ 1aa1on. Aa 10" 4o that al.ao you are workiag. 

with otllar pruaure aroupa witllia the City tbat are •1 

tbe police abouU be taarc.r OD buck people, should nall 

go paa-bo on ea.forcia& tbe lat. 1 aee otber iaat.itutii 

if 1 -r• to pick out oae·augle tlaill&, du.a la tbe one 

I would NJ.act. 

&JWII.MATI<W(Caatiauia&) BY Mil. J<RS: 

Q Do ,ou thiak tbat •• ar .. c aa bouaiag, polt.ee-c01111Unity 

relatiGU aad Joba tbeN otbar areu are tlaat CGllplicatla 

all of tlw•• 1a a racist Jlbj.1oaaphy ill thia Country or: ill 

tlu.a CGIIIIIUaity? 

I tbiak aa 1 kDOII it 11:a 1111 lifetille eel aa. .lu.atorJ indica ea 

that we bave lived ill a Couiatry that baa bad aa it.a Mill 

ckivllla fore:• the rac:iat pbiloaoplly. 1 d\1.llk tbia baa 

beea iaatitutioa1111&ed. I sH no black people oi:ougbt up 
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la tbi.s City that ha.- bHa a part of a City wboN buic 

pb1loaopby la a raciat pbilo•oplay of really vb.ita aupaaaac . 

You aee black people take tbta oo beeauH 

tbey are part of the culture. part of the -very city that 

eupporta taia Id.ad of pbiloaopby. 1 doa • t dlillk tben i• 

•JIJ doubt. You luaoll raciaa laiatory baa abawa it u Mr. 

Bennett teatifiad before the Ca 1aa1GD aoae tiae before. 

Q 1'be ntaaOD I aak that flueati•• you often run iato thi• 

obNn&tiola _. l,y peap1- wbila the ltaliaa ad Polaa and 

J.riaA• all tbeN groups baw coma t.brouab tbia cycl.e. 'l'be 

baye all bad oppr•••J.oa• bouaia& diacr1a1nati•• been 1a 

pett••· !My all lifted tbealelvea by tbe bootat;r.,.. 

'Ibey waat to~°" •IIJ tbe blAlck MD can't do it. I INNICler 

if• .vbetber yau thou&!& tbu ract•t factor e&iat• wbere 

bl.acka are coaceraad wbere it cloean't eaiat where otbar 

groupa are eoac•r•d? 

A 1 tlliak very defialtaly you callDOt caapare ti. •7 aay 

white ,._ricaa group baa been iatearated iato tbe culture, 

iataarated illto tbe aood life. You carmot c011pUe tb.at 

with tbe blAlck peoplAI at all. I doa' t tbiak there u aay 

I ca..•t see &DJ p:oupa that have been oppr•• 

be,:e ill tba Uaited Statea illto alanry that bu COM out 

of•~ and treated aa ..-1 citi.Moa. I doa't ... •• 

group vbON fad.ly unity vaa deatro,ecl la tbe very Couatr 

that ••1•all .. n are c:rute4 equal. I thirak if we vaata 
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to llaka a kind of -logy we look at tbe Jn• and tbe c•­

ceatrati• caapa and see bow aany of tbell bave be•• able 

to aurvive tbe life of the cowatratiOD caap earl tllea be 

•••udlated iato a cule:.• tDII.J are here. If tbere ia • 

c riaoa I would liu to aae tbat one. 

UAMIMTICII (Coraciliuia&): BY •• BIBUWJM: 

Q Hr. Webb• you have teatified tbat at tbe -u-a beld on 

SuadaJ nea1a& it •• cleciclect tbat auiaua aaceaNl'y force 

woultl·be ..,i.,-4 la aup,na•'-1 tbe riet, that at tbia 

ti.lie bealllll offki&l policy tward tbe riot. W..re there 

..,, furtber effort• bJ the peopla ill cbarp of -&ia& 

the r:ioc. efforta to ealiat zepnMatativea of the 

ea ••itJ 1n effort• acldnaa to (luellia& the riot. by 

citiNa ac.cioa, 

A Baad tbat beck. 

(Wbareupoa the lut queatioa vu read by 

tbe .. perter.) 

• Tea. 1 think tllia waa done tbreu&b aetivltiaa aaaiail&ted 

1N.tJ nlatioas aenlcea n,re ... tattwa. Hwever • 

tai• •• net doae uatil Wlld•aoay at wbicb tillla -moat of 

tbe riot bao aubajAled, but overture• were•• by CBS 

repnNlltat.ivu to.brillg •--r• ef Hqro or-i&ationa 

in a -u.a ratber to -t wit.b Coar.ad Mallard of the 

Mayor'• Office. Beyoad tbia 1 am aot ..... re of _., efforts 

111tbat area. 
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Q I take le tben tu•• efforts were aot aucceaaful efforta 

ill attaaptiQ& to arraaae aucb ••ting? 

A ?bey were auc:ceaaful., tbe7 •t w.itb Nall.Aird, t tbey dlda' 

bear MJ fruit. 1.'beae vem guya that bad to C-OM froa 

waabil\gtea, pt out iato the atreet to find tbeae JuveaJ.le 

aad to brin& the• 1.11 to talk •1tb aoaeoae fl:oa tbe Mayor• s 

Office. That• s aa to wbat tbeJ could do to what taeJ 

allegedly could do aad couldn't clo. 

Q W.• tba Cit:y Adad.lliatratioll -• ciicl tba CitJ .Ade1oi.atrati •­

A Ar• we still OD &:berecord? 

Q 'f ... 

A Mallal:d 

coae. 

•t with the youtba. 1 aa not aware of the out• 

I Ju.at dOD •e kaal. 

(Wbfteupoa tlae DepoaitiOD waa coacluded.) 

---
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STATE OF MICKIGAR) 
) ss. 

conn OF WAYNE ) 

CERnFICAD OF BOTA&Y PUBLIC 

I, HigDOll Attard, of the fina of BETZ, 

llOILEY aad SUMMERS,Qualified Court &aportua, a Notary 

Public within aad for tba CowltJ of Wayne• State of 

llicbipa, duly coaai.aaioaacl and qualified, do beraby 

certify that tba witneaa wh01Seattached depoai tion waa 

taka11 before• on Tburaclay, .J uary 11, 1968, waa by 

• first duly cautioned and avorn to teatify tile truth, 

tbe wbole.trutll, and nc,thiq but the truth; and tbat 

the eaid clepoaitioa ia a true aad correct tr c:rlpt of 

the llhele of tba c:.atiaolly ao given DJ the said witneaa 

upon bia oatb. 

1 do further certify that 1 aaa not con• 

nectetl by blood or 1111rriage with aay of tbe parties,. 

that 1 aa not • loyecl by eitber of t , nor iratereated, 

1a this 11&tter ill coatrcweray, clirectlJ or indirect:ly, 

IJI WltRESS WHER&OF, I bave bereunto aet my 

band and aff ixe4 -, otarial seal at Detroit., County of 

wa:,ae. State of IUcbig,aa. tbia /Sfi cl&:,of M 
1968, A..D. 
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NATIOIIALADVISORY 011 CIVIL DlSOllDERS COMMISSIOR 

-------------------,
1-ll•V• -.s-T-I-G-A•T•I-0-ll ) 

) 
) 
) 

Re: troit, Hiehigan ) 
) 

Tbe Depoaition of ADIE N. WATU s, and 

GEORGEL. KELLEY, taken before Gerald Hanson, a I tary 

Puallc wlthln ad for the Cow:aty of Wayne, State of 

Mich ao, at 4S7 Federal Buildf.na, Detroit, on Tueaday, 

January 9, 1968. commenci about 2:20 o'clock la the 

fternoon. 

FOi THE IATIOlW. ADVISORY COMMISSION: 

MR.HBIMAliWILSON 

- - • 
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QUAL.IP'ISD COURT REP0RTER8 

WOODWARD f.:,e:,:, 

https://Buildf.na


l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

PAGE __ _ 

2 

Detroit_. Nlcbt.gaa 

Tueaday, January 9, 1968 

About 2:20 o'clock, P.M. 

-
A H B 1 E M. W A T K. 1 N S and 

GEORGE L. K E L J. E Y, wltneaaea ben111, after 

baviag firat been duly sworn by the Rotary Public to tell 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 

teatlfied •• follows: 

-
MR. WILSOII: Would you state your 

naae and heme addreaa, pleaae, for the record? 

MR. KELLEY: George L. Salley. 

4472 Chene Street. 

MR. WIJ.SOR: And what 1• )'Ollr 

occupatiaa, Kr. Kelley? 

N&. KELLEY: Maaager of a night club. 

MR. VILSON: Howlong have you lived 

at your prueat home addreaa? 

MR. DI.LEY: light years. 

Ml. WILSON: Did you llve la that 

aeneral neighborhood prior to that? 

MR. DLLEY: For another •ix yeara. 

MR. WILSON: Would you atate your 

name and home address for the record, Ma'am? 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 
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MIS. WATUHS: Anaie N. Watld.aa. 

3630 Elaood Street, Detroit 7. 

Nit. WILSON: Can you tell • how long 

you have lived at that addreaat 

MRS. WATUHS: Sixteen year•. 

MR. WILSON: Are you eaployed, Mra. 

W~tklna? 

MRS. WATKIRS: Yes. I am • coaaeticia 

MR. WILSON: What ia your bu•i••• 

addreu? 

MKS. WATURS: 3316 St . .Joaeph. 

MB. WILSOR: I• either of you or beth 

of yeu f•illar 8itb an Ngai&atl.on called the Positive 

Neighborboed Action tt.ee? 

Mas. WATKINS: Yea. 

MR. DIJ.IY: Yea. 

MB. WILSON: Could you tell•• Mra. 

WatkiM, how long that organi&ation ha been in exiatence? 

MRS. WATI.IMS: Tbla org•l&ation baa 

been ill exlatence alnce Aucu-t of 1966. 

Ml. WILSON: And does it aerve a 

particular nel&bborhoodf 

MRS. WATKINS: Yea. We serve the 

nelgbbortie.d -- we have our bou.adarte. aa Dequiadre on the 

West and H•traack border on the North, Mt. Elliott on the 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 
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Eaat encl Charlevoix on the South. 

MR. KBI.LEY: Durl the riot pe-riod, 

or the diaorder period our adary went to Theodor. 

MIS. WATKINS: Yea. 

MR. WILSOR: On which date •-

MIS. WATIINS (Int rr'1pt ): On the 

8 rth. 

MR. KELI.KY: On the rtb. 

MB. WILSON: On the rtb aide. Can 

you tell me, Mr. Kelley •· well, let me aak you thia, 18 

either of you, or both of you ate11bera of tbu ora f.zatio 

Mil. KELLEY: Ye•. 

MRS.WATKINS:Yea. 

Ml. WILSON: can you tell ., Mr. 

Kelley, how the rg izatlon ••• org ized! 

D. DU.'&'!: -rbat' • kl.ed of a 1 ng 

story, but the way lt vaa organiz d, I••• la the caa.unlty 

aad there was• lot of•• aome of the soctal, what••• it, 

octal aids, what do you call the ■? 

MBS. WATKINS: Social workers. 

Ml. KELLEY: Social workers in the 

coaDUnity, and I think at that ti.lie t y was g ing to study 

I tblak •-

MRS. WATKINS (Interrupting): Doctor 

Sawyer (T). 
BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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MB. KELLEY (CODtlaui.Qg): -- froa. 

where was it, Wayiae State? 

MRS. WATUBS: Yea. 

MR. DLLBY: Aad Doctor sawyer was 

going to atudy, frOII Wayne State, and be aent tbea 1n the 

nei&bbozbood to try • get aoae people lntereated in the 

thi a and oqanlzed and &•in&• 

He talked to soae people in the 

nelgbborboed and I •t tbea and they told• about •oae 

other people ln the netga.erboed that were•• interested 

•• I were lD gettina aoaethl.a& going like that, that would 

be good to try to get aoaething golng, ao at that ti• 

there waa an oraaaiutlon called the Hoae Owner• Aaaociatio 

and they were fl&btlD& -- fightlag me qvite • bit about 

"Jina to get a lice11ae, keepiag ae fr• gettiQ& a licenae 

SO, after cbecklag into thia erganiu­

tion I found it ... all vbi~•. well oraaalud, that didn't 

all• no Nearoea in tbe •raaoisatlan at all, they weren't 

Ml. WILSON: Was the liceue you were 

tr11ag to get a llceue to operate a night club? 

MR. IElJ.EY: Right, and when I found 

thi• out I got a couple of frlenda that wo goi111 to thi• 

meeting and, in fact, I went to the prieata ia the 
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c•-•lty and vent to all of the people tryiag to find out 

why and what was the reaaon tbey dlda't want ■e to have a 

liceue ad one of ~he•• fellG11a caae out aad told me 

ezactly why. What be aaid about me &•ttf.na a liceDH, be 

aaid be don't care how nice they theugbt it WGUld be, he 

didn't care bow nice it were going to be. They said they 

didn't want me to bare lt becauae I••• a Negro, so they 

weren't loterested 1n • b.aviftg it at all. 

SO, thu fellOIII come back aad told 

ae -- wbat he aaid, he aaid •· and then I called ■y layer 

and be happened to be one of the -- be is a politician, and 

he told me what the fellCllf aaid, and be uked lf the fellow 

would Slfear to what be waa aayiag and be aaid be would aak 

the prleata ia the con1.alt7 did he uphold aucb thinga that 

-· fer the people to have _.tf.aa• aad ••1 they don't want 

ltegroe• to beloag or jolD aad didn't want me to have a 

li.ceaae because I was a Negro, and so he taken me to the 

pr1e•t• and I aaked the prlea& would he write a letter, 

could I coae to the ••ting. I w.nted to be invited to the 

_.ting ao I could diacuaa what I waa planning to do, bow 

I waa plaaaing to do it and aeek it out better 1a the 

,ca I mlty and work vitb the COIIIIUllity lo aoae reapect. 

So, be told me no, that he dldn't 

think that tbey would vant ·me. He didn't think it would 

be &ood for ae to go lnto the aHting, but be would be glad 
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to take a letter to the group. So, ve for111,1lated a letter 

to the group and after gettiag tbe letter they atill aaid 

whatever plana tbere la we juat didn't want thea periecl. 

Then I found -- after a•ina down to 

tbeae ••tlaga that I fl.nally got a hearing with the 

and I fouad there was another ora-laatlon, 

that part of that oqanlution waa iaterweaved in the 

ro•mnf..ty orgaaisatiea which waa -- what vu it called! 

MRS. WATllNS: It waa the Sophie 

Wriaht. 

Sophie Wrlght, 
\ 
and tbeae 

people bere were •nt toned up in the c:c,•1:Jll:lt:7 and t.hey 

had gotten all the people togeth.er aaalnat • ln thia -­

ia tbe block cluba and they really didn't know what they 

was agalut and who tbey was agaiut and they dtdn•t 

preNat it to theta·rtabt, aad I think they bad a ••ting 

scheduled and I talked to -- how did I get your number, 

Mra. WatkiuT 

MRS. WATllMS: Do you want • to 

MR. You aay it fr• there. 

MR. WILSON: Yea. pl ... e. 

MRS. WATKINS: Well, whea it come 

down to the Sepble Wrigbt·couocil, 1 w.a a meaber of the 

Sophie Wright COUDCiland at one •et-iog, well, the 
BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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Cbainlan pr•-ted to the ••ting the fact tbat Kr. S.ll•J 

wu tr7~ to get a liceue and they felt that there were 

eneugb llceaaea in the co 1 1ait7 aa there were. That la 

the ••1 they aold lt, and there were. I tbiak 17 at the 

ti•, but to be sure there were no llegro••Ded aad 

operated buaine•••• of tbia aort, so therefore ve bad no 

place, you know, for that type of recreatioa. 

I called h1a and a■ kAtd bia -- aad told 

bl• that thla ele•nt waa alao down in the SOpbie Wright 

Couacil. Well, after the Council, Sophie llri,ght is an 

agency that la a United Foundatiou aupported agency in the 

co II mlty. Well, lfhan the aan in charge, the executive 

directer found that the council wu doin& thu k1ad of 

tbiQ&, then thia council was diabanded becawae lt couldn't 

aerve that purpose and be a part of this a.cial agency. 

So, I called Mr. Kelley aad told bi■ 

that thia eleae■ t was 1D here aad llhJ'not come out and Ne 

wbat be could do about it, you know, auch •• ••ting the 

peeple ad letting tbea know just how be felt, what kind 

of place be wu going to eperate. and he did. And there 

were many block club• that had for•rly beea ,era of 

the couacil, you kDGW,that was our ••ting phe•• ~ the 

block clu.ba had loat their ldeatity altogether in hue, 

so tbia -- aa the Sophie wright. Couacil ••• elf.ab.anded, and 

we still had a need for aome kind of organlutien, then 
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after -• tbu wu in April • ao on down through the auaaer 

uatll August, aaybe, ve talked back and ferth, but tbea 

ln August Mr. Kelley and I and ob, uybe a dozen other 

people •tat the Sophie Wright Settleaent .and tried to 

vrlte awtblag, aome of the needs ln the co ■ aalty for: an 

organi&atien. 

It ••• just an organlatien at fir•t, 

ve didn't have• name fin lt, but we bad the bleck clubs 

aad some of the local ■la tera and aoae of the local 

buaiaeaa people aad the aocul worker tbe:re we decided tba 

we did have aoaaeprebleat, ca ,atty-wiM we tbeught would 

be geed te have one orgaal&atlea that we cou14 go to and 

kind of find out which prebl-, perbapa, were the ac,st 

pr•••laa iD the ca amitJ and we did, and a little after 

Auguat, thea waa Sep~r, we had ew: forul ••ting as 

to the atructure and what have :,ou. So, Mr. KelleJ w.aa 

one of the people that helped to flad PRAC. aloag with 

MllJ -her block club ,..,1e and he ls one of the buainea 

men lo tbe ce aaltJ that le11t gnat aupport. Re baa 

allowed ua to meet 1a bu place and aive ,ua all kinda of 

aupport. auch u givlag ua office apace in one of bla othe 

bulldiaga free, and I don't know, it.'a been kind of an 

invaluable klad of thing to have buaineaa people. and 

through bl.a we have •t other buaineH people that reall1 

have done a let of helpiag with us to put togetber the 
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type of ergmlz•ti• we have right DOW• bef.na·as JOUII&as 

lt la. 

1 don't know what elae 1 could aay 

about lt. There 1• a lot of 1-x•l thiAga I CCNld ••Y• 

NI. WILSOB: Tell me in what 

actlvitiea did PRAC engage up to J'aly of 1967f 

NBS. WATUMS: Well, ouaber one, the 

firat tbi"I there were three, Mybe four areaa that we 

ideatlfied, and Mybe our ••t preniag one we theaght waa 

juvenile deliallue111C7and a lack of recreational facilitiea 

ia the ce nalty and peer ND1tary condltioaa. you knoll, 

aervicee froa the citJ and poor t..uaing and alao ,poor 

education, ao these areas we ldeatlfl.ed. 

alght at1a7 we atarted to work with 

parka and rec for better recreatioaal facllitlea and we 

bad 118derate auccesa 1a that area. That la to uy, we get 

the• to hire aome c•11mmtty woaalftl to ataf f the playground 

part•tlae clurina the suaaer •f lut amamer, but before we 

eeuld get that we bad to get tea•tber with the Board of 

Education and a•t the uae of the pr .. eat achoeJ.&rouad 

facllltw ad let paru ad rec put additional ••ppllea 

out there and stuff and then tbey helped ua in that rupect. 

ao that vaa not a great atep, but lt waa •-dl1-g a little 

blt better. 

Right now we are world.ag on thea to 
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1 getti-.g a little bit further up on the llat fer the budget 

2 thia year. I bope that we can really get •oaethblg golag 

3 and, of courae, aallitatiea bu beeo our blg probl-. We 

4 haven•t dGne too much la that area, but in the educatiODal 

5 field we have been iaatru•■ atal la getting the Board of 

6 Education to replace a 1111ehine ahop that had been at llOrth­

7 Euten for .... , year• and t't v.. uken out to put in 

8 horticulture, but we dlda't vaot horticulture, we wanted a 

9 little •re ••ln&ful progr• and we did get tha-t and we 

10 did set electroaica la. 

11 We get the IIIIM:bineaJhop 1n and we are 

12 aettiag the electroaica, and we were alao 8111CC:eaafulfor 

13 settina a acbool adviaerJ board fer the IIOrtbeatena High 

14 School, so that'• in the educatioaal field. 

15 We are WN'ldag right now tGWard having 

16 a prlaclpal reaoved fr• one of tbue achoela and replac.ecl 

17 •· we want a Jlegro priaclpal over tbere, aillplJ becauae we 

18 need that iaage la that particular acbool aad aaide fr­

19 that we were latereated b, the homlJII. We bad quite an 

20 abaeatee laadlord problea and conditlona were very poor, 

21 ao we really didn't get too far 1a our advaacea., aueh •• 

22 k ... lag bow to • about lt, but that'• hmf we •t w1111-

23 W.lah aad Co■lpaay. They introduced ua to tbe Archdlecese 

24 who were proposing a 1 ... r incoae deaoutratioa project la 

25 -- bouaha dttaou-tratioa project in Nichigan, •owe decided 
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that it IIOUld be to. ~r adv•uge to participate in it ill 

what ia known as the Phoenix Project that was just okayed 

to be built lat Saturday. here 1a the city. We •tarted 

werk1ag onthat project lut March •• ao now 1n boualDa 

that'• bow far we have come; and recreation and educatloa, 

we are workiDg hard on aaaltatiOD. ao that'••- thoee are 

the areas ve have covered ao far. 

worker known u the 1...-rur who work• with the Sopble 

Wrl&ht Settleaent. Be al• vorka with u•, so we ere able 

·to kind of knew where the gaoga are and we have aoaebody 

WNkiag wltb thea and that I think waa one bl.a •!•tage 

durlag the riot. because we have two agenclea. One la jU8t 

a little bit eutalde of our bound,ary. but they are •rgered 

. t.be Franklin Wright and the SOpbie Wright are •rgered, 

but tbay are both agenci••• ao they have eervtcea from both 

and I think just the feet that IIO&t of the ga.nga are 

aaaoc1ated with this aocul agency, and tbeae social 

worker• have worked ao beautifully with thea until 1 think 

ou~ ef aheu reapect for thla .e&eDCJ. being 1n the c--i...t 

••at a lot to th ... 

NI. WILSON: C•lag up te July 23rd. 

1967, Mr. lell•y, vb.en did JOU firat find out that some­

thiag was goiaa on ln Dauoit? 

MR. DLLl'Y: Tb.af Sueday, late that 
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13 

Sunday afternaon. 

MR.WILSOJJ: Aad when did you, Nra. 

as. WATKINS: Well, I suppoae the 

■iddle ef the cla7, SUDdey. That'• tbe firat tl• -- that' 

the firat ti• to know it, but to feel the unreat •fit, 

..ii. tbat - I could feel it for, say, aaybe four or five 

aontha. 

MR. WlLSOJI: Off the record. 

(Whereupoa a diacuaaion was held off 

the record.) 

MR. WILSON: Mr. Kelley, can you tell 

me what actiona you toek u an 1ndiv1dual or as• aeaber 

of PNACwhen ,ou be.ard that the riet bad broke out in 

Detr•lt. or the disorder bad atarted in Detroit! 

MR. QtJ.EY: Well, 1 think •• I g•t 

on the telepboae. I tblak we atartad betlfen. Mrs. V.tkiu 

and several other peeple ill the cn•ualty, aac1·aaked tbea 

had they baud •ythlag about what was piag GD, and I thin 

we all ••• juat about by that title pretty aucb aware ef lt 

becauae of television, and ao I vent out aad •• nacm:ally 

around 1A the ca •att:.y to aee what was golng on arouad 

the c 1 1:nity and what the conversation vu about . 

Thare·wa a few people llilliag around, 

a1tti11& up on the corners and whatnot talkbg about it, 
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aad at that tlae nobody had any idea. I d•'t gue.•• that 

it wu goillg to apread •• f .. t - aa rapidl:, as lt did , 

and r think duriQg that aight tbia got worse and so every• 

body ill the :G ur111.ty. we talked to.-- we were geing up 

aad dGlla the street tr:,iag to find out bow coc. t Why? 

And all yeu could bear were that the c it7 was buralag and 

thiaga they wu doiag, whatever the case were. 

So, u I aay, we talked to the peeple 

in the coaiunity that alght •d all the people, nerybod7 

didn't bawe no coaplalRt 1.n our co-1111lty, everyNdy seemed 

to be doiag all rl&ht, ao we vent on until the next da:, and 

lt didn't get too -..ch better the next day. lt had started 

spreading a little bit th.ea. all 1D our co aaitJ, all in 

the West aide and we did the•- thing. 

I went to the •rc:hant• aero•• tbe 

street, the fellows who run the bualae•• over there. He la 

a white fell•, be waa quite up••t •• we were because aever 

of bi.a atorea had got burat d.Gwnand I went dOllll to aiotber 

bu.aiaeaa place wblcb la right acroaa there and talked with 

him and hetea very upaet and I told hla that I dldn't see 

no reuoa for bl■ to be upset becauae it ... aed to aae that 

he did everytlliarg that he could do and that's all that be 

could do la sit tight and I dido•t think that be weuld have 

any probl ..... Conaequantly he didn't have aa7 and the 

felow acroaa the street. so by ua bavlag tbe little 
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..,...,Hia...... thing, frieadahip a•lag in the c■ r , •nity, I thinkity 

thia helped quite a bit. 

A• the da,a rolled on 1 would aee 

groups, or listen to people talking about it and I alwaya 

tried to aay 1n our c- ..... lty of what we was txyl.Dg to do 

and I thla.k for tbla reason a lot of tblaga dida't take 

place la the co- mlty. 

MR. WILSOII: Were you during this 

per.iod in falrly constant contact with tbe ,ouag people in 

the PMC uea! 

Y•••we were. Everytlae 

I would aee one or two or a·group, I would atop and talk 

to thea and find out what tbe7 could gain by doiag certain 

tbln&•. We have found out there ••• a lot •f looting going 

on, ao I was telliag thea that all they could get vaa 

trouble and so on. 

I illagine some of the other people 

la PNAC va• doing the saae thing, and thia, I thl.Dk --

b7 tbe kida la the ae1gbborboed havbg some reapect for al 

of theae peeple, I think thia restrained tbea quite a bit, 

the ,e-aatera. Aaytbiag t.hat happened, 90 per cent •f 

it waa outside of our co-unity. 

MR. WILSON: Well, were you eagaged, 

Mra. Watklna in pretty amch the s811e sort of actlvltJT 

MRS. WATURS: hetty auch tbe aaae. 
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MR. WILSON: Bow IIIIR)' peopla of the 

PRAC ---r•blp vould you eati .. te were actually on the 

street• talkiag to peeple, particlllarl:, ,oungatera who 

eight have aotteo involved in lootiag, burolna and that 

.ort of thiDgt 

HIS. WATUNS: Well, now, when yeu 

••J it tbat way, I would bave to go back to rq 1...-diate 

atreet, you know, thia way and that way. It juat ao 

happened that uny of tbe parent• that I talked to eatd 

tbey had talked to their kid•, you know, whether they 

were youagatera or grown and aoaa of thee were, and aaked 

tbea to-· not to really get inYOlved, because 1 just feel 

that•· I don't kDCN, •ybe·we have a r••l poor street, 

I doa't kaolr what it ia, but that'• kiDd of aeeethiaa that 

. they kind of reapect, their parenta. You lmow, we have a 

few, natuallJ, that don't, but we kind •f felt that way, 

that aaay, aaa:, of the •thera aid to me l waa real proud 

ef 11J son, JOUlc.nollf,he didn't go out and really get 

1.Dvolved and all their girl• or aoaetblQS •f that sort, 

and ao that·•• the kind of attitude tbaJ took. 

Aad •• an adult of •J age, the most 

we did vu -- actually was t•lk oa the phone to each other 

because I didn't: venture aa)'be aore th.an two blocka from 

hoae, but we did have cooveraa.tiona on the telephone to 

var ioua ones, you knoll. We bad a real wide beund•ry and 
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aeay of tbea we talked with, aaid the aaae ta.r that, 

you know, aak your klda to atay hoae and we felt that if 

-.b bOll8 t.rled to do that that that would pnbably be the 

beat ••y·peaaible. 

NI. WILSON: Were there aay building• 

at all burned la the PUC area? 

MRS. WATKIBS:· Well, there were oaly, 

to ■y knelwledae two building• 1a the 1-ediate area. 

Bow, there ■ip.t have been other• further up Chene I but 

there were only •· Chene a.ml our 1.mec.Uate area• there were 

only two l>uroed. 

Ml. D:LLEY: And they were burned l,7 

•· two llbite boy8 IMmaed one of the•• boae•. 

MRS. WATUIIS: Yea. I kaelr that 

Allen beae. yea. So, I rull:, doA't know, JOUknow, that 

kind ef thing. "1 • geing pay you back,•• or aoaethiag,0 

like that, see. 

a couple of or three daya after that thiag had started. 

MRS. WATKINS: Yea, Jut about over. 

So, we were kind of a■azed and I think .any other people 

were becauae rlgbt -- •rbe a~• days later I had a call 

fro■ the Governor's office aQd be waated to kn-, you know, 

tile:, bad coae d..,n and looked the city over aad-dley found 

that it wu aucb little burniag in there aad tbey -- we 
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had a call for that and I think he eeot hi.a aecretary down, 

one of bl• aecretariea, Mr. Jletinle:, and we bad a kind ef 

a diacuaalon 1 a e-..aity diacUNion at the Settleaent 

Heuae on some of theae saae tbinga. Why it wu not burned 

like aany ocher areaa. 

Ml. WII.SOR: What ta the racla 1 u1teup 

of tile PUC nelgbborboodT 

What percentaae Negro, what percentag 

white! 

MRS. WATURS: I would thlak lt'a 

about what, 70•30! Would you think that or 40•60, aome­

tbiog llke that? 

About 40-60, I weald 

MRS. WATUIIS: 60 per cent •earo. 
MR. WILSON: I.a thia a neighborhood 

ia which llegroea bave lived for a 1-W tlllef 

MRS. WATK.IRS: At leaat 15 years. 

Nil. DI.LEY: It's beea ateadlly 

growl~ llegro for 15 years. There vaan't any contact, or 

any tyPe of hatred or anything going on ln our ce1uunlty 

durlng the riot. &verybody walked throuah freely, nobody 
-

bad no•- uturally everybody waa tense to a certain 

extent. It vu j uat natural fer you to be this way .. but 

the people were going about their buainea.s and the people 
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coae out to do their buaine•• and everybody vaa around 

and no racial thing vu in our co-wtlty at all, and the 

oalJ tblag, the people•• aa I aay, that I talked to who 

were aettua lD tbeae groups, were, what'• going on, 

everybody talkiag ·about it aad kicklag lt around. 

A lot of them waa very diapleaaed with 

the Police Departaaat •• far as tbi.a brutality, police 

ltrutalit:, ad I think this is one of the thiaa• tbat •de 

it kind of liaaer on. 

MB. WILSON: Waa thia bruUl.lty within 

the PIIAC neighborhood or waa lt --

Nil. DIJ,KY (Iaterruptiag): Generally• 

,... 
MRS. WATKINS: Generally. 

MR WILSOR: DO you knell whether or not 

uny •f the youngster• froa the PNAC neighborhood were 

arreated in other parta of the city? 

Do you know anythiag about that! 

Ml. IILI.11': Not a lot. 

MRS.WATUJIS: Ho, I den•t think the 

percentage was a lot. 

Ml •. DLLKY: I can't think of five in 

MIS. WABIMS: Hot any more than that, 

it waa not bigb. 
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MR. WILSON: (Off the recerd.) 

(11:aereupen a diacuaaloa was held off 

the record.) 

Ml. WILSOll: Hra. Watlr.iu,, do you 

think that the actlvitiea of P'.NACcreated a klrad of 

aelgbborhood pride that account• for the low level of 

vleleace during the July disorder! 

NBS. WATKINS: Y••• I do feel that. 

MB. WILSOH: Mr. Kelley, you have 

talked about aoae of the actlvltiea of PNAC ia thf.a 

aeigbborboed. Do you think a sense •f bepe, tbat the 

people getttlag a sense of bepe 1o that aeighborbood, that 

that had aoaething to do with the low level of violence 

duriog the week of diaordert 

Ml. DI.LEY: Def1alte17 ao. 

MR. WILSON: I have no further 

queatlona, aad I would like to thaak both of :,• very 

auch fox c•lag down . 

(Whereupon a diacunlon wu held off 

the record.) 

D. WILSON: Go ahead. 

MR. OAe thing that I lligbt 

••J that e•uld help a whole lot la th.at all of the -- if 

the Police Department• could belp -- thia could help 

tbeaselvea a whole lot with their relatleoabipe te the 
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cOlaWlitiea all over, because all police 1a not bad and 

I think we all receglli.u and know thia, but what they 

vlll all•, they wlll allOII aoae ef their fellew policean 

to uae brutality, or aiauae the power• and if tltey 

receaaiu and realize that that was geiQg agaiut the 

better police, then the pellc• theatelvea would kind of 

check up on the fell•• with tb•• 

A lot of c.aaea it would be three or 

-- two or three police toeetber ia • car and one of theae 

would get a reputation of a big bad fellow, lf they would 

watcb tbat, the fellGlf polic-n would watch hill and the 

pollcellllUI approach a fell• aan-te ... n, he would respect 

bill more, but wbea be baa got hia fellow• beb.lod hia and 

he la going on, it'• like a wild western. 

Now, if the Police DepartMat checked 

the•• people out and we weuld aay, tti.ook, we don't want 

no bad influence , we don't want no bad uuge, we doa • t 

want to be rldiag in a car with people that have get the 

peeple to bate the police already, got tbe hatred in th-. 

and tbia 111gbt make people want to take 1t out throuahthe 

Pollee Departaent, which aakea it bad for tbea. That 1• 

one of the tblog• I would like to aay. 

(Whereupon the depo91tieoa were 

C011Cluded.) 
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STATE OF NICRIGAR) 
) SS: 

COUJrn OF WAYRE ) 

CERTIFICATEOF NOTARY ftJBLlC 

I. Gerald Hanson, of the fira of BETZ. 

ROWLEYaSMl SlNIERS, Qualified Court &eportera, a lletary 

_Publlc wlthln and for the County of Wayne, State of 

Kichigaa, duly cGlllaf.aaioaed and qualified, do hereby 

certifJ that the wka••• whoae attached depoaitlea was ta 

before• on Tuuda,, January 9, 1968, waa by. ae firat 

clul.y cautloaed and aworn to testify the truth, the whole 

truth, and aotld.ag but the truth; and that the aaid 

depoaition 1a a true and correct transcript of the whole 

of the teatlllODy ao given by the aaid wltneaa upon their 

oath. 

I do further certify that I am mt connect 

by blood or Mrriag• with any of the ,.rtiee, or that I• 

not eaployed by either of tb-, nor intereated, directly 

or iadlrec:tly, in tbe .. tter in controveray, in any way. 

Ill WITIIIESSWHEREOF•I have hereunto aet ay 

baad aad affixed ■y no~arlal aeal at Detroit, County of 

) Elwa,-, State of Micltigan, tbia ____ day of~ , 

1968, A. D. 

Gerald Hanaon, 
ltot&l'J Public , Wayne Couty• Michigan. 
MJ Ca•i••ion upir•• lloveaber 12,198. 
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RAnOHALADVISORYC<RtlSSION ON CIVIL DISOIDERS 

---------------·--; 
) 
) 
) 

Re: Detroit, Hlcbigan ~ _________________ J 

The Depoaiti of JANESREPRESBtlTATIVE 

DEL U.0-, taken before Matthew w. Betz. a tarJ Publlc 

withia ad fer tbe ~, •f Wayne, State 8£ lll.chiaaa. 

at 4S7 Federal Bu.ildiag-. Detroit, Michig , en Tueaclay. 

January 9, 1968, coaaenci about 3:45 •'cltl!Ck 1a the 

aftemeon. 

roa THE HATIONAL ADVISORYCONNISSIOll: 

MR. DAVID BIREDAllt 
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Detroit, Nichig.• 

Tuesday, 4'anuery 9, 1968 

About 3:45 •'clock, P. M. 

JAME s DEL a Io. was 

tbareupea called as• witneu herein, and after having 

firat beaa duly avorn by tbe Rotary Public to tell the 

truth, tba whole truth, and nothlag but the truth, 

teatifled as fell..,.: 

XAMIIIATIOIIff Ill. DAVIDBIIDIAUM: 

'Would JOUpl•- atate ,eur name and give us your addreaa? 

Delllo, J-ea Delillo, 991 Weat Crand Boulevard. 

libat 1a your pruent occupatloa, Hr. Dellio'? 

Meaber of the State Leglalature. 

What District do you repreMnt't 

24th D1atr1ct. 

What are the a•oarapbical boundariea of the 24th Diatrlct? 

the7 run fr•, approzlaately, Thirtieth Street on the 

veat to Truabull on the eat, which include•, of course, 

twelfth Street and other are .. , and then to the bpreaaway, 

the Joba C. Lodge lxpreaaway on the north and the liver 

OD the 80Uth. 

Q Was the 24th Diatrlct affected by the riot which occUtted 

la Detroit l.aat aumaert 
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A Yea, lt 

Detroit 

waa probably 

area. 

the second hardest hit area in the 

Q 

A 

And IN!re )'tN 

Yea, I was. 

in the ri t area during the courae of the riot? 

Q Over lfhat perled ef ti.met 

A Frein, I'd aay, 3:JO Sunday afternoon until the eatlre riot 

vaa over. 

Q I aee, ad dld you ba-.re occasion on Sunday afternoon to 

oba rve tile crowd and activities and their demeanor? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q ApproxiaatelJ 

the atreetaT 

boll many peopl that afternoon were out on 

A Well, there were number• of people, literally hundreds of 

people up and down Grand liver Avenue, and they were just 

ailliag 

atr eta, 

around ia the atr eta, 

walking in the middle 

walking 

of the 

up and 

streets 

dOIID 

and 

tbe 

Q 

geAerally 

Were they 

talking 

then e 

about 

aged 

tbe •o--called 

in lootiag? 

problea that existed. 

A Later on that day they becaae aore engqed int.be breaking 

of wladow• and looti . 

Q 

A 

This 

Yea .. 

vaa later on Sunday afternoon? 

Q And what waa their attitude? How would you characterize 

the dis ition of the pe<)ple at that tiaeT 

A Well, I would charact rtu die diapeaition 
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u •- tbe great •JoritJ •f tbe resideau tbe area 

aiaply atood on the atreeu with ahock and ... zeaant, they 

didn't really undeutaad.thoreuahly what vaa goiag on, 

aaad lt wasaore like a c!rcua cOllil'I dovn tbe street, and 

tbey were out there to aee what waa happeaiag and what was 

geiag on. 

Q Could you obaerve the attitude and deaeaaor of tbe people 

who were actually eaaqed in the loetia&T 

Yea, they were •vina very quickly, they vn:e DOt -- they 

were not atatloaary. You would see autcaobilea going at 

vezy big.b rate• of •peed, for the moat part convertible 

cars aeYiag up ad dOlfDthe atreeta at very blgb rates 

of apeed, and you would aee young people, particularly 

vitb raga around their heact. and that aort ef thiag, and 

I aav MDY, aaay people whom I bad never seen in ■y llfe, 

you lmow, ia that area. Aa a Mtter of fact I weuld ••Y 

the •jerlty, tb.e great •Jorlty of the rietera I had never 

aeen, aad l have lind here all ■y life. 

WOuld you ••Y that they were aore at that poiat angry or 

carafreet 

Well, I would say at that point 1 don't know boa to 

daacribe thi•, whether it lfDuld be aagry or carefree. I 

knat tbia, I reaetlber that afternooa a white ceuple -­

there••• a fire da11n at the corner of Grand liver and 

Weat Grand Boulevard, a large furniture store or aoaething 
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was en fire, there a aome fire da,a 1a that area. and I 

r ... llber the white couple driving up to the corner: at 

ColUllbua and Grand River and puking and aetting eat to go 

dOIID and·aee the fixe, -d nobody •aid anythlag to tbea, 

and nobody bothered thea, but two or three of ua who lived 

la tbe area or either had offlcee in the area weat over to 

thea and told tbea. well, thia is • c1vll disturbance 

berderl.ng on riot and I think lt weuld be better for you if 

JOU, you kaow, sot out of the area, and so the old c-tle• 

man and the lady and her aiater. I tbiok, •alcl• "Well. we 

Juat vaatecl to take aoae pie turea of", you Ima,, "the 

buraiag bw.ldla&", and we cautioned tbea and told them we 

tbouJht it would be better fer thea to get eut of tbe area. 

and put thee in the aute.obile aad Hat thea dalera Oregon 

Street, I think, and they did, I Wlderataad, get out 

because they called me or wrote ae a letter or soaetbiag 

about three or four weeks later and th.anked me. 

Now where were you located at thi• poiat'? 

Where I have an office, aort of a leglalative office at 

8000 Graad River, on the corner of ColUllbua. 

Ancl were yau actually 1a your office or were you on the 

atreet? 

I••• on tbe street. 

And froa ,our position on the street ceuld you observe tbe 

pellcet 
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A Ob,- yea. we could obaerve the police, but at that ti• the 

police were not ill My force at all. that is to ••7 you 

could aee police cara one every ten Id.nu.tea or one every 

fiftffa af.Gutea and they were aually golng at a high rate 

of apeecl ct..D Craad &1ver. but they were not atepplag to 

bother anybody, you knolr, or to ••Y anything to aybocly, 

and I••• alvaya atadiag right ill front of that building, 

that I bad 1n ■lad, of course, pretectiag. 

Q So tba.t the pelice were not at thAt peiat later~ul'i.Qg 

with the riotenT 

A IIO, thay were not i.nterferrlag. Aa • utter ef fact they 

rather took an attitude of lgaorlag them more than anything 

elae. 

Q Do you think that that attitude which you characterize aa 

one of iporlag the peeple who were engaged in the riot 

to tbe cnwd? 

A Well, I think it co r 1nl<:ated itaelf te the crwd. It 

certalaly co-micated itaelf to ae • and further I I believe 

that there vu atark fear on the facea of the policeaen, 

thoae f• who did• who ••r• drl-.iag alawly and caae by and 

crlliJHld by al•ly, there wu aurk fear on tlwir face• as 

tbougb u if tMy did att....,t to get out and do mytblQg 

they would aillply be atrung up like ao aar:h Polish sausage. 

Q aepreaeatatlve Dellio, did you have occuiea to· obaerve 

the activltiea of the police at the varioua roadblecka 
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Y••. T re were two roadblocdce that 1 dld erv; aDd 

at t ae roadblocks they were a.t - there vu not any 

tight were o 1a and eut 

of tba readblocka, they were aak some people queation , 

but again U-7 •• to b.ave that plain atuk fear on thel 

faces of net getting too d ly involved for fear •f life 

ad liab. 

Did Jell talk· to uy of the police at that till! t 

■o. I talked to the .pollce later on wh8ll t y -11,cua, 

later en 1• the evening when they began to att t to di.rec 

traffic around the azea, and aome of thea were wearing the 

white helaeta and I we t over aml atood by some of thea 

bec.aue e la a wbil ,ou uld heAr a rifle crack or 

th 11.ka that ad ao I vent over ad stood by thea 

bee y ill the area who liv d la tiou.a or 

bu11di I k •• and they • and ao we at and we 

talk dud that sort ef thing. 

Do you. kaa from your c nveraatlon with th.ea police 

off ic ra, do you know vb t r tbey were Wider aay ord ra 

vitb respect to their Olm behavior? 

Well, I have heard it tioned at several place•• for 

exaaple, I ard Mayor Ca aaagb ••J ia one of the meetings 

that we attend d later dOWGtam that be had given orders 

for the■ not to fire u civili•u. 
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Cbamel 2 taped part of hf.a reaarka 

anct. of courfl. tbey have be• buatla& deaperatel1 for 

the tape to trJ and replaJ lt back. and I think a Mr. 

LanJ Cariao over there can attest t·o thl• bee.a• be, of 

course. beard the saae reaarka and there was clefialtely. 

1a the my c•v•r•ationa we had about varieua thlaga 

la rOOIIB that were offlcial Md unofficial dalfll at Police 

lllladqual'ter•. there ••• deflnitely erdera 1a the <=ID ■■ mlty 

not to aheet and net to ~tacit the people wbo had beeo 

in.olved in the riet. 

I alao heard, lac1deat.allJ fr• some9 

of the ,..,1. •bo bad IMten uwelved in the origlul fraca 

in aOlle house or after hour• joint that aoae of th• bad 

aaid, -W. got aiclt and tlred of paying off the police and 

ve Juat told th• to go to hell and ve •ant lt." 

Q llolf, you rwiaed in the area that Suaday'f 

A tea, I reaaiaed there SuadaJ afternoon, Sunday evening and 

all ef Suaday ai&ltt. I ata,ed up vlth the -tahbera, 

becauu _, of tbe !Mllghbora 1D the area ateod there bJ 

the 1Ma1ldiag with•• ad clurillg the course of SUnday 

aiaht tbere were apprafaately 20, between 24 ad 26 wavea 

of youoa peeple who c.- al ... who threateAed to, you knew, 

break 1A the wloda,a amt 1 .. t the buildi-s and bUl'll it. 

Q Thia ... the buildiag ,eu·were staading ila freat of? 

A 
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Were you effective 1a reatr•laiQg theta froa dei11g tb.ia? 
2 

Well, between ·the Blble ancl a cbaia I ••• fairly effective, 
3 

ad the aeigbbft• atoad wlth ae too. and •ly ence did they 
4 

d-rt - and that ... wheD the YOUD&man aaid. ,eu lmolf, 

"I cloa't reall7 care wbo JOU are, I'• goina to take care 
6 

of tbia buildl•"• and the11 I warned hla la c .... ctlea with 
7 

l•tillf& the IMaildiaa and that lf he did coae out I would 
8 

aillply tae •re bar•h aeaaurea. 
9 

You aay bet.ween tbe Bible and a cbaln • what exac tlJ do you 

meant 
11 

Well, I aat on• ehalr 1a froat of the bu11d1Da and when 
12 

the groupa caae to tear up the build1Q& .ad tear out the 
13 

•iad••• loot it and bura it, 1 aiaply •topped tbea. If 
14 

I sav thelll rai .. their hand with a brick or ••7 we are 

aoing to get lato that one or vbo owna thi•, .... 117 they 
16 

would aay, "WbeG1W11atbl•"• aad I would ataad up and aay, 
17 

.. 1 d•"• ,- kllGllf,and thea tbeJ would aay, -W.11, deea 
18 

wlalt•J C1111Dthe buaiae•• 1a there", and 1 would ••J• "Yea. 
19 

h• doea •" aad then we would g,o into a cU.alegue, 7ou knoll• 

and the.a I would give tbea a chance and aa:,, "Well, you 
21 

lcnCllf,,-u are •t aoin&to burn dowa the bu1Wiac becauae 
22 

ve are either a•:lag to kneel in prayer c..-tbar or :,ou can 
23 

taste thia ctaala. but I am go1Dg to defend thia .property", 
24 

and then I think the moat ·•urprialng tbiag ·bappeDed early 

SUDday•••laawhen one -- well, two young people, one nine 
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appraxlaately nine years old and one tea yeara old, picked 

up a brlck and c8tle over to throw it througb the wi•-• 

and I ru over aad. •topped hill and he aaid, "What1a the 

.. teer",· aaad I aaid, "Well, that builclbg belGIIII• to ... , 

aad be aald, "Well, I' ■ &lad you told•• Baby, because I 

••• juat about to bust yeu in". 

lfOIJ, be couldn't have bee11 over tea 

1••n old. 

Q NOif, clurlq the courae of your preaence in tbe r1•t area, 

could ,ou diacera any chance in the attitude of the 

act1vlt1e• •f tbe crOllfdf 

A IJO. I cllacerned tbla tbeugb, and that 1a later on tward 

au, seven o'clock la tba .,...,D& •• 

Q (Iat•rpeeing) : Thia wu Sulllday eveaiag? 

A SuadaJ eftllliag, I beg- to DOtlce a pattern ill the buralDg 

of l>laildiaga. 

You would firat see .... body on foot 

l>reald.ag 1a both the wladwa, and by that tille aa I 

iadlcated to you, we had tbe gun to write "c•l.orecl.. and 

..... 1 br•tber", and so forth with spray paint over our 

wiadows, and I vent to two or three of tbe white neighbor• 

that 1 had and wrote, yeu kDal, aoaetbiag on tbelr 

'Windon becaue they were right in the area and if you did 

it just on the baaia of nlf-preMrvatloa, you weuld save 

JCNr own building and the boaea in the block aa well, but 
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I beaan to notice this patterD4 

The people vbo were breakl.ag the 

vladolfa would coae in aDd bnak the wlnd8", and then they 

would go ·_,a, for flve er ten llll.nutea ·and then the eODvert• 

lblea would pull up in froat of the build1- aDd four or 

flve peepla froa tlfO cenvertlblea or three cea .. rtiblea 

-ld go 1a the bulldiag and juat atart b&'ia&S..SChha• 

out and Jat plliag the■ 1a tbe coavertlbl• • and the 

coaverciblea would take off very. very faac, and go -- I 

••• really at blgb ratea ef apeed, and tbay 1M111dgo and 

coae back, aad tbay would l•~••la• and go and c:oae back 

and they'd do tbla tvo or thr• tiaea. 

were tt.re large ntabera of people on tbe atr .. t at that 

tiae! 

Ob, ,e•, eMr:,body waa ataadiag there loold.ng. and then 

the •JeritJ of.the c1t1una would do aothiag. aad then 

after they had gone two or three tillea in the bu1ldiaga, 

then you would 411ala see some of the, JOU taaw, lecal 

citiuna be&in to go into eee, and•• theugb they were 

golag la to aee llbat wa there, and you begm te aee tbea 

coae o~, you know, •1th thiaga and tbea uaual.17 about an 

hour to -- yea, just about an bour after thay broke the 

wlodalla la tben •••body, dle7 would go in, JGl'Iwould see 

aal>ke ~Oldag up out of the back of the buildillg, uaually 

it didn't atart in the frent, lt was uaually la the*"• 
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aad you'd aee the 81110kecoae nt ad then you. would• you 

kaelf • yeu would call the Pire Departaent aad thaJ said• 

"Wehave so uny now, we will get to that wbea we c•" • 

or eoaethina to that effect, butt• you laegaa to see la 

about 30 or 40 ainutea the flre, the •-ke a1ld fl ... •, you 

knar, going up. 

Q Did t.hia pattern that ,-u deacrlbe repeat itaelf dm,ughout 

the course of the riot? 

'l'brouabeut the course ef the riot, particularly the firat 

two daya ef the r1ot, and that was die pattern that I 

noticed, and ••t of the people who were breaki.na the 

w1adon and ro•ia& in the groups that 1 spoke about. I 

bad never seen before in that neighborbood, and I have 

beea there all my life. 

Q Vere ,- pre.eat •hen tbe firetrucka came la the area to 

d:La~lagulah the flreaf 

A Ob, yea, yea. For a_,1 •• tbe buildlag duectly across 

the atreet frOII the ColUllbua llullclJ.ag, the one on the 

corner of Coluabu.a and Grtllld liver, I have jut described 

to you the very pattern that toek place ill that baildl.ag, 

and th.ea later on, about two hour• later aftet: the building 

had halfway burned dewn r .. 117 ad the people with 
' 

buaf.nea- la the .goialng buildl.ng had already come in 

aad gottea .ucb of their vacuum cleaner material• and so 

forth out of the buildla&, then the firetrucka came hut 
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b7 that tiae it wa• dadt and n.... were qult• high up in 

the •ky• mad tbe clnden and so forth were laod.lng on the 

roof• all up aMl dowa the block. and ve all went la., at 

the iaati:111:tlora of tbe aen of the Fire Dep,utaent, we went 

in and•- our private hoses and attached theta to the 

water aplcbu on the alde of the bc,usea and baildlap and 

IM&• to tr7 to put the water on the reofa and that saved 

Mil)' of the bu.ildtoa• u.p and down the block. 

Q What••• the rupoua ef the crowd, either •t that tlae or 

later on to tbe·fire .. ui,..mt? 

A lve.r,-- t.rt.d to help the fir._. 1 didn't aee any 

iutaacea where theJ didn't tr7 to help the fireaea. 

l1Glfever, I did witneaa aoae abota that 

we b--4 aad ao I vent over a»a•tber vith three or four of 

the realctenta ad we •toed bJ the fireaen, JOU know, who 

were there ~r71ag to put out tbe fire, the fellon vbo bad 

to ataad l:,y the trucka ad wbataot, we went over and atood 

1-y d:liea, aid then we didn't bear ay more aboU or aaythiag 

eue, •• aa loag a• they were in our neighberbeN we atood 

Q So in your area there were no occuiou of bottle-tbr•ing 

and brlclr.•coniaga '1t the fir-n_? 

Mo, ao, not on the cof.'Mr of ColUlllbua and Grand' liver. Of 

cour••• I mowthat t:ber• were caae-a oo twelfth Street and 

other areaa where c:n.,wmhied out, you know, the firetruck, 
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aad window• and threw bottlea and that sort of tbiag. but 

tbla did not occur over on Grand aiver ad Coluabus. 

We under•taDd that a taek force of co1 ■ mt.ty ..:Ir.era had 

been aent into the area to quell the diaturb.ence aad 

atteapt to persuade people they oaai.~ to go hoM. Were 

theae worker• 1a your area! 

Well, I don't kDOW of any auch workera. I kllOlf a f.., of 

we pol1~lciau who tr led to do that. 

That wu later, waan • t lt T 

That wu later. At the be-J.aht•f the riot. you 1mow. 

Sunday a1ght aad NDnday, that aort of thisag, there vu 

no •uch tbbg that I knew of. 

I aee. Did there come a tillll, lepreMatative Dellio, wbea 

JOUyour .. lf were ar:reatedT 

.,... 
Would,-- describe ltT 

It was either Noeday oi Tueaclay aoraiag. 1 believe it was 

ru..._,•rnlag. I was called by Jullan Vitt.rapoea,. he 

1a lreaideat of the laner-City Voters Leag• to attend a 

... ,1ag of c ... ity leader• nd elected offieuu over at 

soma acbNl which., .. one block -..at of 'l'Welftb Street on 

WoodrowWilaon, ad buiUlap bad been burned out and ·, 

atteeta cerdoned off, ao the enl:, ••J.JOU eould get there 

•••toge dan Dexter Avenue, up the Boulevard and down 

'ntelfth Street. 
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ttow, to get t• thia buildlaa, that 

••• the Mtbod b7 wb.lcb ,OU bad toge, so I did, and 1 

caae d.,. twelfth Street ad abeut two blecu bef•re tbe 

atree.t on wbich I bad to tum to get over to the acb.eol, 

1 bad aeticed a c.lored 118D, very thin colered aan walktoa 

along the atree.t with a luncb pail, ae I had te do aaay 

yeara ••• and he waa •lld.ng along the street, wun't 

botbe¥1Dg aaybody, aad 1 e•tinued and the traffic vu 

very •1•• aad about a half a block, u7be a quarter of a 

block free the atreet where 1 really bad to turn to get to 

the achoel uea, I aaw three, between three and four 

,-Uc-• atandiD& aroand two people and near a aupenarltet 

•rad there aust have beea• I don't. know, eight or ten or 

fifteen pollceaea there, and •l&ltt or ten cara •d a c911ple 

•f pac:ld,-ag... , and these two poll~ were thei:e with 

two c:olered . people, and one I le.rued later, 1 found out, 

••• the huabad of the lady• and they were atandlllg about 

two feet apart, and oae pelic•an bad a· ahHaua that yeu 

huat pbeuac. wltb, tbat type that you built pbeuau 

wltb, aad he waa jabbiag her ill the bellJ witb thu aotgun 

and the other one waa·aU1111D&the aan acroe• the back with 

the gun, and they were direct1-&.thea to do •-thiag. 

Well, tbere were eight or tea people 

standlaa there• and I was· litually parked bec·auae you 

couldn't aove until they awed the cars, and they knew, of 
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cCMJrae,I was a public official aad that 1 waa wlC•••la& 

bcutalltJ, ad ao I got out ad ideotlffAd -,aelf te the 

offlcen.and I ukad thea their naaea and they told• they 

wen not allowed to &lN • their n-• and I ulced tbaa 

their bad&eauabera becau.ae they bad no badge• on and tbe:, 

aald they didn't wear baqea durbg rieta, aad I asked them 

''Well, lfhat do yeu wut tbeae people to att, and they teld 

ae, •1 V4111tthla voaan to"• and they waed other language, 

of cour•• • •to piclt•up thu breacl "-•· and whatnot 1 "which 

abe atole and dnppecl and l saw her drep it, I want her to 

pick it up and get in the wag••• and tbey inclicated they 

waatad the aaa to <Dtbe aaae thiag. Se, I told theta, 1 

aald, "Well, 1f :,OU jut at.op al m1 1 Ill her 1a the belly• 

you kaelf, with tbat ehot;gmt •1• aba ua!' and I turned 

to bu ad told ber, "!bia un S.. plng to kill ,eu lf you 

in that padd,-.goa and tb.ia la what I thialt :,eu -.ght to 

cto•, aacl abe beard the COIIPl•te coaveraatiea between -,aelf 

aad the officer and abe picu4 it up and abe got in the 

••&•• Her b.usbaad get 1n the wagon too, and they were 

between SO aad 60 yeara of age, beth peraona, ao about that 

ti• tbla very -11 colored fellow that I had seen walkiag 

down the atreet c-. by aad one of the pellc- who vaa 

•~andillg there vith the ahetgun wheeled and alA.-.--~ hi• 

in the back, acroaa the back with the gun and aald, "All 
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right, aiaer, you get in", and ae the aan buz:at iato 

tear:• fscs::Uately and aaid, -X wasn't doiag aothbg, I 

waan't def.-c nothin&, I wa•n•t doing aeth1111"• and I tunae 

to the officer and told hi■ tbat I had aee11, I had seen 

b1a .,.lktna dOWll the atreet. and I told them to open 

bu lunch pail, open hia ,.11 and ahow th• of fie er what wa 

ua there, and be did and la there there ... aa •range and 

a ceuple of aadwicbea, and the officer aa, it and so be 

told bi.a tbea. "IU.u•r. go _ ... lib that, and the MD 

al••t took off like a jet, ad thn the serge•t c­

over. I doa't know, be must have been five or teD or 

fifteen feet -1 froa ua, be c .. over and aaid, "All 

rlahc, aigei:, yeu take bi.a pl.ace", mad so I turned to 

•••, you knalf, waa be talklag to •. 1 vu the enly 

celored w around c1"e_ enengh to hill to addreaa, and so 

be ••ld, "l aean yeu, al.gger, take bi.a place•, so at that 

point be put a 30•30 rt.fie between ay •1•••..,cheat firat 

and then la-, eye•, bebfeen-, •1••and aaid, "l told you 

Dlgaer, to get la". so I tm:1111d aad I got 1n the padd1-

•a&•· Ria officer•, the officers around bi■ be&• to 

nplaia to bia bGw 1 j•t helped th• get. you kacN, vbo 

1 was and I juat helped tbaa 1et thia lfOIIMID and aan iD the 

padd,_.en, aad be aald, al beard bill on the radle laat 

aJ.abt and be la with tbell", I r••b-ar becw I wr•t• the 

atateaeat dOWD, I juat recall it. 
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1 

What atateaentT 

The atateaeat tbat he aade at that tiae. 

I•••• 

(C.tlamll&): You lmew, l vu just reviariag , notes 

here. 

l He. 

(Coatiald.Qa) : Aad ao then I .. k.ed bi■ for bu name aa.d 
8 

be refuNd to give ae hi• name. and 1 aaked bi■ for hls 
9 

badge ouaber and be rafuHd to gi.ve • that. I asked bi■ 

for a peaell aad be refused me the peacll, and wbeD we 
11 

stopped, that 1•• vban the padd,-agOD stopped about four 
12 

block.a up on the corner of 'htelftb, Twelfth Street aod 
13 

Cla t, he literally ran around in the at.reet talking 
14 

t• State TEoopera uylag, ..I got Delaio ill tbere I got1 

15 

Del&io 1a there•, you tm.r, and he••• juat •· Jae was 
16 

•l-t lllre .• child, you knolf, juat happy and aleefully 
17 

bragbg about the fact that he had Deliio 1n the paddJWqo. 
18 

Ve were taken to tile Tenth P•llce 
19 

Preelact •tatioa and we were atood oucaide of the atatioa, 
20 

iaaide of a •all, but eutaide of the atation for apprexiaat ly 
21 

fft 10 or 15 ■inutea ad told to put our had• agalaat the 
22 

wall, aac1 ao forth, and then we were •rcbed iuide mMl 
23 

there we Ht dOlftl and tbey began to draft tbe chars•• 
24 

agaiut ua. alld I thlak I brought a copy of thoae charges.
25 

They were charging people wlth all ki.nda of tblaga that 
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day, and I waa charged widt iaterferrtag witb pe11c• 

officer•• lacitiag to riot and marctay, thoae were the 

three cha1:pa, ao I&••• the rr••ec•iag Att.0&'11ey•• 

office could aake theu choice of aay of the chargea, 

aad he put down tbe D8IIN of th%ee or four offlcera who 

bad aothillg to do with thi• • weren't even there, onl7 one 

of thea vu there with Id.a, ad the rest of thea he ju.at 

put their aaaea dOIIO bec.auae they happeaed to be uader 

bi■. 

Q Hewdo ,-i know that? 

lecauae tbey weren't there. l •- thea later OIi, JOUknow, 

by face and a.. and tbe7 were not there• and they w.ere 

around the corner but they weren't ataacllng tt.re with hia, 

you•••• and so 1 waa denied the use of a tel for 

_.ilta a Nll to-, attomey or to anyeae el .. as• aatter 

of fMt. 

Q Of whoa did ,ou llllke that recpaeat! 

A I IMlde it of the Mrgeaat. l .. de U aa a •tter ef fact 

to every police officer I caae in contact vltb• which vaa 

foul' or five ia tbe atatien. I aade lt to th.ea a-1 they 

all refuaed aad I waa put in.to a garage tbat bad gre.ue 

on the floor ud peeple had been there for, I gueaa._ sf.nee 

the beglniag ,of the riot. 

Q Which weuld have beu aiace Sunday! 

A S-iace Sand·ay • and had aot been all.-,ed the use ef a 
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telephone er toilet fac llltiea or .aythb\g elM, and there 

vu tb.1• greuy floor and we were all jut throwa iato tbla 

greaay fleer ad there you atayed. 

U.. long were you there? 

I wu tben for appr•lllately three hours. 

And do JOUr-ber when ,ea firat entered the garage and 

then what ti• you left! 

Yea. I believe it states here (ladicating). I a■ not sure, 

I know I vent over there about nine o'clock on Twelfth 

Street. 8:30, aoaethlng like that. Yea, they have the ti• 

here- u •tae A. H., and that would be between niDe and 

9:30 that I •nt 1n the garage, and I was releaaed about 

U:30 or tlllelve •'clock. 

Wben ,- were preeeat in the garage did you talk to aoae 

•f the prlaeaexe? 

Ob,, .. , 1 talked to IIAIIJ"of the priaonera. 

Aad what were their. aOlle of their ceapla1at.af 

Well, baa1cally _their COllplaiata fer the aoat pe-t was, 

one, tbe:, bad beea denied aay epportm1it7 to get in touch 

vitb ay.aeaber_ of their fatly --1/or a 1•,-r, that was 

the prlacipal coaplai.nt • and the aec:ond priacipal complaint 

was that MIIY of thea aaid, "Tea, I am guilt,'', you knew, 

aad I would do it all over again, but 1•d say 30 to 35 

per cent of the people who talked to me and c ... over to 

me aaid, "I••• valklaa aloag". or, "1 vaa on.., way to 
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work aacl I waa ju.at herded int• a car or a padd,-.g• and 

brouaht down here and I wan•t doing anytb.1.Dg to an7bocl7"1 

aad lacldentally, later on we found out ill ter• of 

atatlatica that there were SO per c-ent er SS per cent of 

the peeple who were arreated duriftg the Detroit riot bad 

never bad previoua coatact with the police, and ao I vaa 

reaaoaably aure then that aany of the atorlea that I had 

beard were t.rue, aad 1 witaeaNd the altuatloa with the 

man wltb the lunchboz. 

Doy-. blMf llhetber the priNllera were being adequately 

fed! 

A they weren•t fed ac all. ll0becl7 bad bad any foed, •body 

bad •1 water. Ro one had been allwed to call an 

atteraey or bis f-117. 

Q Were there any tellet facillti 

TIiey diclD1C have any toilet 

.. fer 

facllitiea 

t:.beaT 

and the •n met 

tbe -D were alteptber. 

Q 

A 

Cbildrn •• 

Tben were 

wellf 

no children. 

Q What vu the average qe of the people who were lncarcerat 

in that garage! 

I'd ••1 between 20 and 40 :,eara of age. 

Q NowI 

fr• 

what were tbe circuaatancea 

the Tenth Precinct jail? 

aurrouodiag your releaae 

A Well, .J11ll.an Wltherapooa and Doctor Jamea 
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State Univeraity came over to the pellce atatlGD and aaid 

that they had beard over tbe D8Wa wire aervlcea or aeae• 

tlliaa that 1 bad been iacuceratad there and that the 

Mayor and Cover•r bad beard about it aad that dley were 

very, very diaturbed about it, mad that aoae calla bad 

bean IIIKle dGIID to the -tlag where I waa nppoaed te 

attend and everyene ... 1M8derlag wby I •••n't there, and 

that tba people la the •i&bbor:beod, in 1117dlatrlc:t had 

beard about lt and tbey we-re getttaa ready to take aOlllle 

•cti• la connectien witb the utter, and .. they c- over 

to aee the Ueuteoat mad aade the decuioa to relaaae ae 

on ■y OlfD bond, and that waa after, hGlfever, I bad beee 

taken befoxe a Proaecutor, and the PrMecutor qked • 

wbetbar or not I wiahed to •ke - he dido• t really aak • 

whether I wiahed to aake any atateaeot, be did ever:,thbg 

ia bi• ,-.r to aake ae ll8ke a atateaeat, I told bi■ that 

I had no at•t-nt to ■aka whatsoever, and I rather paaed. 

the queati• to hlll, "Did be realize that I bad net --

I bad 1,een denud ■y CMatitutional lighta 1n ter• of 

coatactiag either a ....,_r of ■Y f•il7 or couuel, and 

that the eal.y atat•eot I viabed te ■ake I'd aake on• 

witneaa •taad", and •• then I was taken fr• b1a aQd put 

back 1D tba garage, and tbea lfltberapoon caae over and they 

talked te tbe Polle• Lieuteun~ who vu 1n charge of tbe 

atatton at. that tia _and, lacldentall7, be vaa aot the 
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regular Lieuteaant who was lD charg of the Tench Pree 

be •aa fr• 881118 other prec1Dct. I don•t l'ellellber hi• 

but I do have it in rq fil••• 

Q Why waa lt th t the regular pr lnct co•aad•r was aba 

du~iag tbia period! 

A I don't know what the problea was. Anyl»w~ I••• rel.eaaseo 

and about• half• hour later I was attti with 

Secre~y Vance, the Mayor, ca iaaioaer Clxardln, the 

Govexoor, Ceng%e•-.i Conyer•. Digga, DUIDftleith, Jal 

W-1thra ad aya lf and L. C. Gillian aacl I cait'•t 

reaember wbe elff. We were there to help aake •-­

deciat as u wbetbe.r or aot the treopa abould be • 

frOII lfridge Pield ad brouabt into the center clty, 

and it vu the concenaus of opia1 that they ah ld be 

Q ROif, obg back to the tiM ef your arreat, you teatif . 

that you ~equeated the arre•ting officer to tify h.-

self ad that: be refaaedf 

A Yea, Sergearac Kohler. 

Q And that be waa not wear an7 badge or dlaplay ., 
DW taa. W•• thl• COIIIIOn practice ..... tbe lice 

during tbia riot! 

A Yea, uriag thia ri-ot they vere lnatructed by someone 

the lice Departaent not to wear bad ea, but they were, 

I further found out, they ·••r• iutructed te glve ,eu 

naaea, but I talked with tbr . policeae Gd they woul 
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give • their name.a and they Mid the reaaon tbey would not 

waa because Sergeant Cobler had iuuucted tbea not to give 

their oaaea. 

When I got 1a the ata~ioD I tried tbe 

aaae thlag to aak th• lfhe tally were and they would not 

tell me. 

In the atati• 1tNlf? 

In the atatlon itaelf. 

Ware they warillg baclg•• or aay ether aarka •f identifica­

tion at the atatloat 

In the •t&tioa they were not either. 

I see, and did ,ea notice 1i1Mther or aot the liceaae platu 

011 the pelic.e vebiclea wre taped over or were they netT 

Bo, I didn't notice •ythillg of tbia nature. 

llOW, did you have oecuion to go back to the Tenth Precinct 

fell-1ag your reluaeT 

Yea, around two et.ya later I returuecl to the Teath Precinct 

after •,._in& two clay• v1th •- on the averqe of•• I guea 

tbne or thr• and a half uur• to four hour• a day with 

the lfa,or and the Governor and the Police co-iaaiwr, 

ad otber• who bad been c-,letely cU.ueaarded, all of tboae 

per- vhoa th.,. theught were leader• 1a the '£t unity, 

becauae by now these people were frlghcened and ao tMJ 

were takla& puaea aad buuea out of the city, becauae -

(InterpMiag): You •an the Segro leaderaT 
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Y•••tb•7 had been aort of eanaarbd aa wiad•-abaw, you 

knar, colm:ed people or Uncle TOIIS or whateftr expna•ion 

JOU want te u.ee, whatever one cares to use• aad they were 

ef abaolutelJ •- tbe7 were jut abaelutely ae val• in the 

elected .tficlal.a, :,ou kDalf, llho at leat could co uaicate 

wh• the llaa of ('G-micati.Gll were at leaat epen with 

the people oat there la the atrnta, whoa they - seught the 

eouuel and advice of at that tii , and so, ther f.or, we 

apeat everyday three or four hour• a day d•atown with the 

men tbat I -otioned, the eleccad ·officials that I •ntione, 

and then the idea wu offered by CoDyera that we ought to, 

la an atteapt to atop aomeof the aniper fir• and so forth 

that we oupt te go out late the aelgbborbooclain cars 

with pelic• car• 1a froat of ua and in Nek of ua and go 

to c•~taiD pecketa where there waa trouble and acteapt to 

•al•~ thiqa down, so.,. went to the Tenth Pelle• .Precinct 

atatioa, aeprenatatlve c-,..n. •••lf and an Bben7 

-••l- photegrapller and reporter, and Congrq-

Collyer• and I aad one other peraon • 1 don't re■n hr wh 

it wa. 

Q Thia was eo TueNa,1 

A 1 thlak tbia waa on either Tuuday or Wednuda7, it waa 

e1tber Tueaday or Wedneada7; if I recall. We we t there 

and we were told that we had to wait becauae there weren • t 
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HJ care te accoapany WJ out iate the co...,.f.ty. and ao tha 

1• ball we .caae to ataad uouad and be •round, yeu ~. 

tbe Tenth lolice Prec:lact, and then -,re tban ever did I 

aetlc• that nei:,-ty. aobody had a badge on, there was no 

lclentlftcacloa of •1 kind la cenneetioa with anJ officer, 

aad you could even walk up and .. k one hb naae and be 

woaldo•t tell you hi• name. 

Vaa thi• practice of i:efualng to reveal ones ldentlflcatlon 

ad of DOt wearlng bqea or other .. xi,a vhlcb would t--·-

te 1.dfttify police officer• carried oa by deak offlcera and 

in the atati• aa well•• patrelaan! 

Ye.a. It waa ateaded Ht ealy to deak of ficera but everyon 

la the pollce atatlon of, JOU know, with •Y police 

aut.MrltJ that waa a llllllber: af the Polic.e Depart•nt, and 

for &llblle even when the aoldiera cee ln the •- thiag 

occuned, they bad fla,- over their naaea. 

Thia ta tb.e ■atlonal Guard! 

The llatloaal Guard, Je•• 

Did ,ou have occaalon vben you were vaitlag for the pellce 

to aake cara avaii..t.le to ,eu to obaerve the ••1 in which 

s011e ef the pruoaera were treated by the police officeraT 

Tea. The 4ay that I vaa arrested and lncarcerated in tbe 

Tenth freclact, these waa abaolutely no brutality.of aay 

kind. Tbe flr•t aip of brutality that I aperleacecl or 

•• during the rlet waa on that Tueacla7 .-a:1ng tbat I••• 
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plag over to the achoel, and u a utter of &ct 1 vaa 

ao aet back. by it beeaaee I ••id, you know, up •til now 

at leut one tbu,g ·when thl.a thl.111 la over •1th we •111 not 

have Nlftl tbe aeed for •1 f11ture, for any future confront• 

tiona becauaa that baa aot takea place. 

I later, of cow:-••• cae to uaderatand 

that lt. waa real.11 pure - not •11 l.nat.ructiou, but in 

the flrat. part •f tbe riot juat pure fear OD the part of 

the office%'& that preveoted tllea, you bow. 1n thoae 

lutaacea froa not lavelvina ttaea.elvea 1D b~alitJ, but 

as we began to get control of ~ riot and c•trol of the 

,..,1., thea the ... 11~,. begAD to evidence iuelf 1a 

greater pnpertl.GDa. YoukDGlf,JOt.1could Me it alaNt 

e¥ftJl'Mft, aDd d\e Preclact the7 bringla Tntb beg• te 

,-.ple ta, whether tu, were JOUD3or old• you NUld ••• 

tb.ell with their hand• beadcuffed bebiad their backs like 

thia (indlc•Cia&), 70\I kn•• handcuffed and aee the aan 

boldias the handcuff. the other end ef the baadcuff, you 

kllOff, er either holding •- whet do ,-a call it, the cbaia 

or -tbillg between tbe bndcuff and Jut Neid.a& him 

eltber with hla fiat or wltb a .aightatlck or ooe of those 

•- I don•t Jmow, it.looked black or •--thiag to ae, and 

it looked like a piece of rubber. 

Hoaet 

A pla«e of lea~ber er ·-tbiag. I d•'t knw what it was, 
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aad jut hittlna hill, you knw, all in the bac-k of the 

bead and on the aide of the f,ace, aad that aert of tbbag, 

and they were dolag th.ta u they were brlngiag, you kaow• 

the peep°te la, and tbea tbeJ began, before llbea I was flra 

arreated. foi: ex-,le, both dona where they vere taklag 

p.rt.aoaera ta to interview tbea., aQd that sent .of tbf.a&, 

both doer• were opea. ad now tbey were cloaed tJabtl:, 

ao that, you knew, when you weat ln there everybod7 ude 

sure that the door waa cloeed real tipt, you lcnar, ao 

that no one ceuld aee, but we aav people 1a there go in 

dleae deer• who JINon a ah1rt or sweater ad thlnga like 

that 4111dwho were not bleediagyand who were not beaten up 

and wbea c_,. came out, you knew, five or tea alnute• late 

they were juet all beaten and blood vaa rumalag all over, 

aad tlley were cryin& and bolle-riag, ao I••• JOU know, 

we Just at.ood there and we saw that witb °'1r own e,-, 

and you juat couldn't, yea know, 74N couldn't nf11te it 

because JOUaav it with your OWD e,ea. 

Did the. pe11cew•tually aake pelice cars avallAble to . 

-iat ,- la tbe effort to enter the area in atteapt to 

perauade the ,-ple to return to tbelr h-•' 
'. 

IIO. One efflcer ca• la and uid that he had oae car, 

hut we aeeded to have t.WG cu•••• I Ullderstand lt, one to 

go la the frent of us and •• one t• go 1a back •f us, and we 

were all a•lng to be ill the Congreaaaaa'a cu, and be 
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couldn't wait, he aald fer the othe.r car to coae 111. and 

so eveatully aft•~ about three hour• of waitlng laaide the 

statl• we aave up and we were &1•• an e.acert out of the 

pollc.e •~tion - well_. out of tbe police station to our 

car•• becauae by then the cur£•, we were 1D violatlen of 

the curfew, end so began t• try and a•t dCJIIIDLlveraoia, 

do.a Gr.aad liver and we all tried to atay together and we 

ukecl thea for a car to go with ua but they aaid they 

dlda't have an extra car to ge with ua, they couta•t even 

1lve ua the one tbat vaa gof.ni. to take ua into the area, 

so we bad to make it back tbe be•t way we could, and I 

underatad tbat, you knew, ve did, everybedy got boa or 

eitl:t.er to their offlce aafely. I got back to the bulldlag 

aad weat up la the builcU,lli& and atayed there. 

Just rec11nlag fer a ..,..at to the beatiQI• which JOUhad 

occaaion to obaerve, do JOll have•:, idea bow aany people 

were aubjeeted to th1a treat.eat wblle you were theret 

ID the pelice atatlon'f 

Te•? 

would 1:atber ••1 that 1 saw aOllllfhere between ten end 

fi1teen, betwen ten and.twat.:, caaea of tbia sort •f 

thiag bappea while I wu there that I can speak for becauae 

I aaw it a,Mlf. Naw, 1•ci·rather aay .. I", at leaat the 

40 hour• 1 have la 1• acbool baa trained •• you lmow, to 
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1 uy ..I._.. or to identify as aoaething I can ••Y that I 

2 know to be the truth. 

3 W•• there aay evidence th&t theae people who were expoaed 

4 to this kind ef tre•taent were --

(lllterpoalaa) : Fighting b41ck? 

6 Were atteaptiag to resut arreat in any way? 

7 JIO, they•• when they brought th• into the atation they 

8 we~e coaple~•l7 tmder control. I dida't see one peraon 

9 fighting wi.tb thea. not one. In the first pl-=•• there 

were uaually three officer• to every person, yeu know, and 

11 there waa just •- he was juat totally belpt.••. I dida • t 

12 even aee anybody draggtag hia feet, and I oaly saw one 

13 fell• who really looked, you knoll, of the bald head 

14 belligerent type, you know, like you know, "You play with 

me and 1 will put you in the graveyard", nd tbe rest of 

16 the people brought in were, you know, were not of that cut 

17 that JOUwould feel that thia would be. you know, a real 

18 dangerous •n. they aight have been far_ more daageroua 
19 than •-body who look& daager:eua, but they were coapletely 

belpl .. • and coapletely subdued and uaaally they were hand• 
21 cuffed with their tumda behind their b4M:ka,you know, their 
22 bands were bandcuffed behind their backa. 
23 Jut geing back to your teatiaony regardin& your ownincar• 

. 24 ceratioa in the police garage, to your knowledge bad any of 

tha people with whoa you spoke, fellow priaonera, been 
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azralplecl or preaeoted to a NaalatrateT 

Ro 1 ao, tbaJ had been there for two da,a aoae of tbea. 

or •lace the be&ianing •f the riot,. and no oae bad been 

all-.d te call bu faaily. 1 no one had been all8Nd to 

uae the t.el.eptw, and no one laac:l bee11 arrdpsd, juat put 

ill the a•~•••d tbat was that. 

Did you have OCCMiGII to observe the conduct of the llatloaa 

Card after theJ' had been depl.eyad la yeur area? 

•• I -17 had tba ec:cuiOll t• obaerve a few peepl• in the 

.. tieul Guud. • few ..-.her• of the liatloaal Quarcl. The 

lDcident tbat 1 ,acall aut vividly vu when we were 

reiund,n& fr• the police •tatlon that even.lag• froa the 

Tenth heciact. We bad eoae dOlfD Livamoia ad d- Grand 

liver. Well, I vaa tbe laat car, an:I one car vu •t•pped 

la front of me, ad tbea he •topped ,q car aft.award•• 

and thi• waa by the &ivieu Theatre. because that was at 

the Jmactloa there of Jo, Road ad Cr.ad liver, which is 

a laqe lateraection, and while I wu ataadiag there 

aplaialaa to that that I had Jut left the pnciact and 

I wu with the car ahead ef • end all that aort •f tb.hg, 

and one of the Rat1oaal Gu.ardaaen beard a rattle of aoae 

kiaad, I bead it too, but be turned and fired rlabt over 

between the Five and D~• etore and the Rlvlera Theatre, 

l'ipt in the •treet. 11b a atnet•alle7. be Just fired 

at that, and even the fell•• who were with me both atopped 
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t.alkiq and asked bill what was be doing• vbat did he see, 

lib tha.t, and he said - be didD • t answer th , aa I 

remeabor 1.t ·now, he didn 1C answer theta, but l knoll at leaat 

they both felt that he bada't aeen anythiag ud·be juat 

beard something and he fired. W 11, one of the fellow• 

one of the fellOlla who waa with b.111and other one of hi• 

auddlea weat over there and we stood ther, you knw. while 

they fialahed talk1-a to us and Chey walked over 1D that 

directioa and they juat sort of walked ever la that 

di'rectloD about 15 or 20 feet and they looked and they 

etarted back ard ua, aad by that time be had cleared ua 

arad we .started, you knca, we •tarted off. 

MB. BIRRHBAUM: Thank you very mch. 

( ereu the exaainati• was 

conclud aad the vltl:lMa exeuaed •. ) 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
SS: 

COUNTYOF WAYNE ~ 
q;annCATB OF !QTARY PUBLIC 

I, Matthew W. Betz, of the fir■ •f BETZ, 

ROILEY aad stNfEBS• Qualif led Court Reporter•, a Rotary 

Pu lie •lthiD and for the County of Wa:,ne, State ef 

lliebigan. duly ccHmiaaioned aDd qualified, ch> be,:eby 

certify that the witne.aa lfhoae attached depoaiti n wa 

taken before• on Tueaday • .J ary 9, 1968, •aa by• 

firat duly cautioned ad s90rn to teatlfy tbe truth, the 

•bole truth, mad noth1ng but tbe truth; and that tbe aaid 

depoaitl ia a true and correct tranacripc of the whole 

of the tutlaony ao given by the said witnua upon hia 

oath. 

_I do further certify that I • not c:onnecte 

by blood or aarriage with any of the partie•• that I am 

not eaployed by either of tbaa, nor interested ta thi• 

utter 1D coatroveray, directly orindlrectly, la •Y way. 

IB WITNESS WHEKEOF • I have hereunt aet ray 

haad and affixed 11111 aeal at Detroit, Ceuaty •fnotarial 

w.,-. scat of Nich1gan. cbt.a,(/,c,f!la, /~ , 

1968• A. D. 

Nattb- w. Betz, 
Rotary Public, Wayne Coaty, Ml higan.
M1Oo ■riaaion expire• Auaut 10, 1970. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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IIATI<llALADVISORYC<NaSSIONOJICIVIL DISORDERS 

-----~-~-~-~---~-) 
1-•-v-1-·s-T-I-G-A-T•I-O-N ) 

) 
) 
)I 

ae: Detroit, Michigan ) 
) 

The Deposltien of F. PHILIP COLISTA, ta 

before Cerald Banaon, a tar:, Public, within and for the 

unty of Wayne, State of Michigan, at 823 Federal 

Build1Dg, Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, 

c__.ncipg about 4:20 o'clock in the afternoon. 

POI THE unOIW. ADVISOIYCCNaSSION: 

MR. HEBMAR WILSON 

I -

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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Detroit, llichigma 

Tueada7, .January 9, 1968 

About 4:20 o'clock, P.H. 

F. PH IL IP COL IS TA, 

a witneaa herein, after having firat been duly sworn by 

the llotary Public to tell the truth, the whole truth. 

and nothiag but the truth, testified•• foll011•: 

-
EXAMI*l'-XOII BY MR. WILSON: 

Q WOUld you atate yeur name, for the record, airT 

A r. Philip, with one "l", Coliata, C•o-1•1-a-t-a. 

Q What la yeur home addruat 

A 19214 Littlefield, Detroit, Michigan. 

Q And what la your occupation? 

A I• an attorney, Director of the Urban Law Progra■, 

University of Detroit and on the faculty at that univeraity. 

Q Can you tell me hew long you have been engaged ln your 

preaent eaplo,-eat? 

About two years. 

Q Did you have occaalon duriq the month of .July, 1967 to 

becoae iavolved with arreatee• in connection with the 

diaordera in the City of Detroit? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q Can you tell me where you were prilllarily located during. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT IIEPORTERB 

WOODWARD 1•3933 
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that period? I am apeakiQC of July 23rd or 24th, to the 

ead ef the diaorder. Where were you phyaicall:, working 

aoat of the tiaeT 

A 

Q 

A 

Moat of the ti• du.riag that period of t1- of it I was 

in the lliade-.nor office of the lleigbborbood Secial 

Service office progr-. 

Do you kDOlfthe addr••• of that office? 

I can't realllber offhand, but it's at Beaubien and Gratiot 

Avenue. 

Q Would that be near the police station! 

A light 

Court 

acroaa 

Houae. 

the atreet froa the pellce station and the 

Q Did you have occaaion to obae2ve, or did you obaerve during 

that peEiod 

station'? 

arrestees being bmught into the 11Ain police 

Y••· I obaerved people being 

arreated, people being brought 

peeple being brought into the 

brought in 

in directly 

Court• for 

who had been 

froa preciacta, 

the purpoaea of 

arraigDMDt and back over 

right next to the pelice 

c.eration uatil trial tille 

ever w.. cboaen. 

to the Cowity Jail, which ia also 

station, for purpoaes of incar• 

or preliatur:, uaaiutiea., which 

Q 

A 

Did you obaerve people 1.acarcerated 

faciliti .. duriag that period? 

There were buaaea out on the aide• 

in other than the 

of the jail and on 

noraa 

the 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 

WOODWARD t-3933 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

PAGE-....,---

4 

side of the police station. I would venture to say aometl 

aa •n7 aa 6 or 7 large Detreit Street and 1&llwa7 bu•••• 

filled with priaoaera, some having feaale, but b7 aDd large 

••tl7 Mle priaoaera in thoae buaaea. 

Q Did :,ou in the course ef your: work aa Director or the Urban 

Law Progr•, Univerait7 of Detroit, in connection with 

your actlvltiu d~riag the riet have occaaloa to make a 

study of arreateea duriaa that period? 

A Yes. 

Tbe atudy was •de after, I preauae, but of people who wer 

arrested duriaa that per iodT 

A We 11, ~riefi7 what we did was that around the aecond day, 

this would be Tue•day of that week, Jul7 25th, I believe, 

we decided that the foll•ina aor,iag we would aend up 

abeut 20 student• and a layer to iaterviav people who 

were beln& held la Jackaoo Prleoo. Jekaen Michigan.1 

■-, theae were people who had been 

arreated and taken up there by buaaes after arralga•ut 

and we did that and we had students up there for three 

day•• that cae back on Friday with the attorney. They 

ata,ed la a •tel during that period of tiae. 

They interviewed a tbouaand fourteen 

peeple, aen, and tbeae figure• and atatiatica we have 

preeeatl7. The purpoae of thu was to f lnd out whether 

or not tbeae people would be good riaka •• far aa bond• 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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and l•erlag of bonds, bec:auae Ill) at of them have bi.ab bonds 

■et cm th.ea during that week. 

Startiq Wedneaday night, Tburaday 

aorning and rrlday ac>rning a atudent each day would drive 

in froa Jacuon with a pile of theae queatlonnair•• and 

they were being proceaaed in our office by Vl.S'U volunteer 

and other people working and clwckiag out the lnforution 

that waa being given \l8 by the priaonera, aucb a• their 

eaplO)"Mllt. We called their eaploye.r, called f-1ly 

Mabera, thing• of that kind and therefore we were in 

eaaence verifyla& a lot of infor-tion. 

Wewere going to -- we bad already 

talked to-• I peraonally had talked to the Presiding 

Judge, the Executive Judge of the Recorder'• Court, 

Vincent BreDDao and wa,- Ceunty Proaecutor Willl­

Cabalan and they bad agreed that they would look at thia 

uterial and that tbia would be a geod idea and that it 

ai&ht be helpful to thea io ukiag • decision whether 

bond• aheuld be lowered•• far•• these people were 

c a:acerned . 

Th.at w.aa the purpoae of it, but aa a 

result of it we gathered a lot of informat1• which we 
follewed up on, most preaeatly with the help of the 

Sociology DeJN1rtaent of the U •f D. 

Q Ha• an aoalya1a of those quaatienaair•• been ceapleted? 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT Rl!:,.ORTERS 
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1 
We have a prell■inary atudy that baa been c011pleted 1 and 

2 
which I have in front of me right aow, giviag aoae 

3 
atatiatica that aight be ef iatereat. 

What were the aignificant findioga contained ia yeur 

preli■iury draft? 
6 

Well, if I aay go through thia very quickly. We find th.-t 
7 

about 66 per cent of the people were 28 yeara of age or 
8 

under. Ve find alao that u between married and alagle 
9 

it vu about evenly divided; that about 63 per cent of 

thoae aarried had chlldrea. one to three children. 22 
11 

per cent had four or more children. 
12 

We find further that abeut 42 per 
13 

cent of those arrested had a length of residency of one 
14 

to fOU% :,ears -- excuae ae, correct that, one to five years 

leagth •f reaidency and that oaly 21 per cent bad residency 
16 

under one year at their preaent residence. 
17 

ApprexiMtel:, t.be sa■e figures hold 
18 

true for lenath of reaideace at foraer addre••••• ao that 
19 

it appear• that the residency wu fairly conatant, they 

weren't aeceaaarily tranaienta. 
21 

We find out of one thouaaad on, there 
22 

were 13 here unlmOIID, that 80 per cent of ~•e arrested 
23 

and iDCarcerated at .Jacuoa wert -ployed at tbe ti• ef 
24 

their arrest, about 80 per cent. 

Q That figure waa 80 per cent? 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFll:D COURT REPORTERS 
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A Yea. The 118jor eaployera were Cbryaler, Ford and General 

Motors Corperatioo and tile:, -- of the 80 per cent vbo were 

eaployed these three corporations eaployed 41 per cent of 

that tetal. 

With regard to aenierity aa to tbe 

total of the 80 per cent vbo were in fact eaployed, 28 

per cent were eaployed with their present eaployer one 

year; two yeara, 24 per cent; three yeara, 15 per cent, 

and we find that 20 per cent of those who were eapl•yed 

had been with their preaeat eaployer five to ten year ■, 

that would be about one-quarter of the a-,le of the 

one tnouaand people, rouahly one thouaaod. 

On prev14M.la arreata we ftad that about 
thousand 

47 per cent ef around the/ intarvieveea, 47 per cent had 

never bad a prev10U9 arreati about 27 per cent bad one 

arrest. 

Wlth regard to previoua convic tioaa, 

we find a large percentage had no convic: tiona. Of the 

one tbouaand appnxiaately, one thousand people interviewed 

67 per cent had no pre•loue cenvictiona. 19 per cent bad 

0111 c•victlea; 8 per cent bad two conviction• and ve found 

that 6 per cent had three or more conviction.a. 

We break that dOIIII further u to 

aiade•anora. Arruta and/or conviction.a for lli•deaeanora, 

we find that 79 per cent of those intervi•ed had no 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS 
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arreata for and convictions for alad ... aaora; .ad arreata 

-,J./or convlctiooa fer fel•iea, 79 per cent bad no 

c onvic tiena. 

'lhen we ulted about the bond.a. We 

leeked into the bond f lgurea. We found that out of about 

900 peepl• •be •-reel tbu qaeati• we looked into, 9 

per cent bad a bond of O to $1500t which INMlld ••n •· 

peraODal bead up to fl500, aaraty bond. 14 per cent of 

the arreateea had a bond of $1500 to $2500; S per cent had 

a bond froa $2500 to $3000; 20 per cent of those latervieve 

bad a bond of $.5000; 44 per cent bad a bond •f $10t000 and 

6 per .cent had a bend of $25,000. 

On the typu of crlaea be1D&charged, 

tbepeople we iatervlewed, .52 per cent of tbea were charged 

witb entering without breaking which wu the Statute that 

vu be lag ~ in the lootia& caae•; 11 per ceat were 

cbar&ed with breakiag aad eateriag; 11 per cent were being 

charged with juat laceny; 6 per cent wlth receivillg stolen 

geoda; 2 per cellt with can:ybg a concealed weapoD; 15 

per ceat of thea were beiag charged with Yiolation of 

curfew, vbicb I.a a aiade•aaor, of courae. They were being 

held in a aaxi ... aecurity prien which aoraally i• 

soaethtna -- a priaon where felona are incarcerated . 

I vil,l not •ntion any n•• here 

because I don't have tbea ln freat of•• but theae are 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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the aize of boada by Judge, and thi• ealy pertalna to thoee 

people that we interviewed. 

Judge A. for ex•ple, here gave bondaI 

of eight to $12,000, 86 per cent of the tiae. In otbeT 

worda, ef thoae people who were interviewed who were 

arrai1ned by Judge A, 86 per cent of bia bond.a were from 

eight to $12,000. 

Judge I, 49 per cent of bia, or about 

a little bit more than half of Judge A were froa eight to 

$12,000. Thia would be in c...,.rlaon to Judge C who gave 

out bonda in the amount of•· up to $3,000 S8 per cent of 

the ti• and be enly gave bond• of eight to $12.000 .S 

per cent of the tiae. l'ive per cent of hia bond• were 

frOll eight to $12,000 aa oppoaed to .Judge 1 wboae bonds 

were ei&bt to $12,000 85 per cent of the tille. 

We did thia ia order to •1-f that 

there were one or two judge• at ••t who were probably 

takiaa into conalderatien the riak factor, or the uaurance 

for trial of the people who were being arraated, that uny 

of the other judge• mdforaally gave high bond•. 

Judge F for exaaple, 94 per cent of 

bi• bond• were be~•n three ad $7,000. By tbe way, theae 

flgu.rea not only are ..,_•include the felon1••• but alao 

inc hide the curfew vlolater•. alao, which 1• a ■iad-anor 

charge. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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IIGW,thia ia a coapariaoa of priaoners 

at Jacuoa who bad previ-. arreata and conviction.a and 

tho•••- with those who did not have tbeae conviction• and 

to their relative bonda that were given at thla ti•. This 

vaa done in order to ahc. that arreata and convictiona 

had no bearlag, or lack of arreau and convictiona had no 

beari.Da on what ~h• bond ai.&e vaa going t• be. Thia vas 

our bypotbe•ia. 

Bonda froa zero through $3,000. thoae 

that auffered no arreata prior to the diaturbancea, 22 

per cent of th- get bonda to three theuaand.nllua. 

Tboavhe had convictiona ••d arreata 

bef•r• this tiae, 22 per ceat-alao. It equaliaed. 

Boad• froa the ai.&e of three tbouaand 

to aeven thouaaad dollara, thoae who had no previous 

arrea ta, 22 per cent of tbea got a bond froa three to 

aevn theaaand. Tho•• who had arreata and conviction• 

30 per cent of tboae a•t bonds of that aize. 

Row, the iaportant figure ia the eight 

to $12,000 grouping. Tboae that had no arruta and no 

ceavictloaa prio,: to the diaturbancea of July, 1967, 48· 

per cent of those received bonds frOII eight to $12,000 •• 

...-•eel to those who had arreata and coovictlona prior to 

tbe diaturlwmcea, they rec.eived -- 40 per: cent of thoae 

received bond• of that aize too. It'• rather close, which 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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would indicate the the courts were not lookiag to arrest 

and conviction records in Mk.lag a deteraination· aa to what 

the bend aize would be. lt vu unlforaally given to people 

regarclle•• of -- t.his would b4I■y lnterpretatioa, regardles 

of their previoua arreats, blgh bond• were being given. 

q- Do you lmar, Mr. Coliata, whether or not a copy of that 

decuaent baa beea ude available to the Colllliaaion? 

A Tbe Preaident's 01 ■■ 1••1en on Civil Dlaordara? 

Q Yea. 

A Yea, it baa been aent to Wuhlagtoa, and -- Steve W.ldhorn. 

Yes, to a Mr. Steve Waldborn, I believe. 

Q Were there •1 other particular inat.ancea involved in the 

adainiatration of justice during that week that yea think 

were out of the ordiaar.y or that you know to be out ef the 

erdiury la tenaa of yeur experience in the Detroit Court• 

prier to tbu disorder and duriag it? 

A Y••• There are a couple of additional• utters here. 

Of course, the one difflc·ult proble■ ••• that when you did 

get a request by, a faily Maber, aomeone of ·that type 

to loek lato a particular utter, tbai it was very 

difficult to fiD<l the priaonera, to find the defendant. 

It vu very difficult to track down any kind of file•. 

It wu very difficult to get bonda reduced, even tbeugh 

you had facu at hand which •uld indicate that a bond 

reductloD ••• in order. 
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Lawyer• who I talked vitb and 

aaaociated with duria& that e11tire week, pri•r·lly the 

firat few day• of the dlaordera were all pretty aacb 

unable to obtain writ• of habeaa corpua, and uniforaally 

juat abeut -- vrita of habeas corpus, beariaga on those 

vrita were poatpooed for aeveral daya or so. There were 

•- that were heard aore 1-diately than ether•, it 

depeacled on the particular judge, but by and large wrlta 

of babeaa corpua were very difficult to get bearing• on. 

Alao for a period of ti•, l believe, 

atartina .on Wedneaday, which would be Jaly 26th, u I 

recall, the Sheriff'• office vu not even tu.ing bonda, 

eveo if bond could be •t. Be refuaed to let people out 

on that bend for abeut a day and a half, two days. The 

reaaon given vaa that it waa difficult to find the 

p&-iaenera and they weren't goi.Dg to look for the ■ at that 

particular time and be did in fact have a notice on the 

door of the jallhouae, which la under hi• cuatecly, County 

Jail, atatlDg that no bonds tMUld be bonored until further 

notice, and I aaw that ■yaelf .. 

Ml. WILSOII~Off the record. 

(Wbereupen a dlacuaaion wu held off 

the record.) 

MR. WILSON: Thank you very ■uch, 

Mr Coliata. 
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(Wbareuponthe depoaition vu 

concluded.) 

STATE or·mcHIGAlll) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OP Wa\YIIE ) 

CERTIFICATEor IIO'IAIY PUBLIC 

I, Gerald Haaaon, •f the firm of BETZ, 

ROWLEYand SUMMERS,Qualified Court Repertera, a JIOtary 

Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of 

Michigan, duly c01111iaaiened and qualified, do he:reby 

certify that the vitneaa vboae attached depoaitiOll ••• 

taken before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, waa by ae 

firat duly cautioaed aad norn to testify the trut:h, 

the whole truth, and nothiq but the truth; aad that the 

said depeaitloa la a true and correct tramcript of the 

wbele of the deposition teati•ny so given by the aaid 

witness upon bia oath. 

I do further certify that I• not 

connected by blood or aarriage with anr of the parties, 

or that I• not eapl-,ed by either of thea, nor interested 

in thia utter in controversy, either directly or 

indirectly, in any way. 
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IB WITNESS WHEREOF. I have hereunto aet 

■y hand and affixed ■y notarial aeal at Detroit, County 
~ 

of Wayne, State of Michigan, this }9 day ofP? t 

1968, A; D. 

Gerald Hanaon 
Rotary Public, Wayne County, Nichigan. 
Ny Co■lliaaien expire• lloveaber 12,198. 
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NATIONALADVISORYCOtlflSSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS 

I N V E S T I A G T I O N ) 
) 
) 

le: Detroit, Michigan ) 

_________________ J) 

The Deposition of ALBERT SCHWALLER, 

taken before Robert Prost, a Notary Public within and for 

the County of Oakland, State of Michigan, on Wedneaday, 

January 10, 1968, at 823 Federal Building, Detroit, 

Michigan, co.aencing about 3:30 o'clock in the afternoon. 

POI THE NATIONAL ADVISORYCOMMISSION: 

MB. NATHANIAL JONES 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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Detroit, Michigan1 

Wedneaday, January 10,1982 

About 3:30 o'clock, P.M.3 

4 

A L B E R T S C H W A L L E R, 

6 

5 

after having been firat duly aworn by the Notary Public 

to tell the _truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the7 

truth, testified as follow•:8 

9 

10 EXAMINATIONBY MR. JONES: 

Q Por the record would you pleaae state your name? 

12 A Albert Schwaller. 

13 Q How do you spell your last name? 

14 A s-c-h-w-a-1-1-e-r. 

15 Q By whoa are you eaployed? 

lb A Detroit Police Depart•nt, City of Detroit. 

17 iQ In what capacity? 

18 A A• an Inapector, Detective, C nding Officer of the 

19 HOllicide Bureau. 

20 Q What are your dutiea, air? 

21 A I aa directly in charge of the •n ellll)loyed at the 

22 Hoaicide Bureau, uaigned to the H0111icide Bureau, and we 

deal in Hoaicide, unnatural death, suicide, atte ■pted 

11 

23 

24 suicide, and abortion•. And I am responaible for the 

25 inveatigation and the processing of these cues. 
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Q How long have you been assuming these dutie1? 

A I have been in charge about 14 month• as Inapector. I 

worked prior in the HOlllicide Bureau a1 Executive Lieutenan 

approxiaately a year prior to ■y probation, and I was 

working as the acting -- as a Detective, and Detective 

Sergeant approxiaately aeven years in the Homicide Bureau. 

Q Do you have auperviaion over the preparation and the main­

taining of reports of ho■icide and unnatural deaths? 

A This is ■y·responaibility, yes. 

Q I band you what I have aarked for identification purposes 

aa Exhibit D-2 and ask you to identify that please. 

A Yea, I can recognize thi1. 

Q What i1 it, air? 

A Thia ia a report on a "Caae inveatigated for■, Detroit 

Police Depart•nt, Police Depart•nt Ho. 4674, City of 

Detroit, Ho. 672." 

How, thia ia a form we use for the 

investigating officers who are assigned to a homicide, 

make a •~ry of the investigation. The prillary facts 

here are the name of the deceased, the name of the 

officers handling the case, the name of the defendant who 

is being charged. 

And then there ia a aw.ary, detailin 

-the inveatigation from the very start, which would be from 

the tiae we were first notified of the cri•, following 
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through to the ultimate ending of the cri•. 

And we submit thia suaury to the 

Wayne County Proaecutor, Mr. Williaa Cahalan, or Ol\9 of 

his asaiatanta. 

Now, this ia only a sU11111&ry.With 

this report they will have with them statements of the 

arresting officers, statement of the officer responding 

to the scene, atate•nt of all witnesses, the autopsy 

report, the •dical examination made, a detailed autopay 

report, thia bu to be in the file giving the cause of 

death. Every witness that is •ntioned or had anything to 

do with this particular case, a atate•nt is taken from 

hi■ and this ia also taken along to the Prosecutor's 

office. Also the records of both deceued and of the 

defendant are given to the Prosecutor. Any facts pertain­

ing to this case is kept on our file, the homicide file, 

in a large manila envelope, and we number each one. 

Thia ia haw we keep all our records 

together. Now, we give this to the Prosecutor. He could 

not uke a decision on what I have here in my hand. This 

is •rely a sumaary of what took place. 

Q And ia that record prepared in the noraal course of functi 

of the Police DepartMnt? 

A Every case, whether it ia a homicide or whether it is a 

holdup or a purse snatching, or whether it ia just a simpl 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTEHS 

WOOOWARO 1-3933 

ns 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Hi 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

PAGE_s __ 

larceny, we use the same form, yea. 

I hand you what I have marked for identification purposes 

aa Exhibit D-3. la that an official Police Depart•nt 

report record? 

It is. 

And ia that on the hoaicide of Sharon George. 

Yes. 

And D-4, would you indicate whose report that ia, please. 

It is. The deceued is George Meaaerlian. 

Now, D-5? 

It is. And it ia regarding the deceased of Nathanial 

EdlllOnda. 

And D-6? 

It is. Regarding the deceased, Helen Hall. 

And D-7? 

It ia. Deceased ia 

And D-8? 

It is. The deceased 

And D-9? 

It is, the deceased 

And D-lO'l 

Julius L. Dorcy. 

is Tonia Blanding. 

1• Henry Denson. 

Yea, it ia. The death of Willi- Dalton. 

D•ll'l 

It is. The deceased, John Leroy. 

D-12? 
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7 It ia, the deceased is Clifton Pryor. 

8 Q D-16? 

9 A It is, the deceased is George Tolbert. 

10 Q Did you have occasion to read the accounts of some of the 

11 hOtllicide that appear in the Detroit Free Presa? 

12 A I read the account in the Detroit Free Presa and also the 

13 Detroit Neva. 

14 Q And did you for■ an opinion as to the accuracy of those 

15 accounts and also the benefit that My have accured from 

lb this type of reporting? 

17 A Well, the inforaation, of course, was received right 

18 directly froa our office. I think the Free Presa started 

19 their own investigation and they becaae involved out there 

20 and we got together and we thrashed out our differences. 

21 And I have no quarrel with the newspapers. I think they 

22 did a wonderful job. And I co-operated thoroughly with 

23 the newspapers, becauae I think they should publish the 

24 facts of what ia going on- in our city. 

25 Q The varioua exhibits which you have just identified, 2 
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D-14? 

It ia. 

D-15? 
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The deceased is Alfred Peachlua. 

The deceased is Larry Poat. 

The deceased, Jack Sydnor. 
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through 16, representing reports of homicidea, are theae 

hOllicides all riot-connected? 

Would you like to look through them? 

A I would °like to look through the■ again. 

Q lhe bo■icidea reflected in the Exhibit D-2 through D-16, 

have been ex-ined by you. Ca you tell ua whether each 

of the hOlllicidea ia riot-connected? 

A In ■y eatiaation they are. However, there is one that may 

be doubtful. The death of Walter Grzanka, it is a 45-year 

old white MD that broke into a store and waa ahot by the 

atore owner. 

Now, we will never know what vu in 

hi• ■ind, whether it juat happened to be at the ti• he 

broke into the store, or whether it was riot-connected. 

There aay be aome doubt in aoaeone's aind. However, I 

have filed it as a riot-connected. 

MR. JONES: I think that ia all. 

(Whereupon the depoaition ••• 

concluded.) 
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• STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
) SS: 

COUNTYOF WAYNE ) 

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC 

I, Robert Prost, of the fir■ of BETZ, 

ROilLEY and Sm9fERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary 

Public within and for the County of Oakland, State of 

Michigan, duly coadasioned and qualified, do hereby 

certify that the witneaa whoae attached deposition waa 

taken before me on Wednesday, January 10, 1968, was by me 

first duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth;:and that the said 

deposition i• a true and correct transcript of the whole 

of the teatimony so given by the said witneas upon his 

oath. 

I do further certify that I am not connect 

by blood or marriage with any of the partiea, or that I am 

not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this 

matter in controveray, either directly, or indirectly, in 

any way. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand and afftxed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of 

Wayne, State of Michigan, thia Q 'ltay of ~ ••f, < 

1968, A. D. 

·~/~
L.4

Robert Prost, 
Notary Public, Oakland County, Michig 
My COllllllissionexpires November 28, 19 
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NATIONALADVISORYCOMMISSIONON CIVIL DISORDERS 

----------------,
I-N-V-E-S-T-I-G-A-T-1-0-N ) 

) 
Re: Detroit, Michigan ) 

----------------~ 
The Deposition of RITA GRIFFIN, taken 

before Gerald Hanson, a Notary Public within and for 

the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at 479 Ledyard 

Street, Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, 

commencing about 12:15 o'clock in the afternoon. 

FOR'DIE NATICIIALADVISORYCOMMISSION: 

MR. HERMAN WILSON 
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Detroit, Michigan 

Tuesday, January 9, 1968 

About 12:15 o'clock, P.M. 

RITA GRIFFIN, a witness herein, 

having first been duly sworn by the Rotary Public to tell 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 

testified as follows: 

EXAMINATIONBY MR. WILSON: 

Q Would you state your full name and address for the record, 

ma 'alll? 

A Okay. Rita Griffin, the address is 37 Auburndale. 

Q And can you tell me what your occupation is, Miss Griffin? 

A On the staff for the Chronicle. 

Q How long have you been so employed? 

A Well, I have been with the Chronicle around seven years. 

Q Can you tell me what you were doing on the morning of July 

23rd, 1967? 

A You mean before --

Q (Interposing): In the early morning hours? 

A Sleeping. 

Q Can you tell me when you first learned that something was 

going on in Detroit on that morning? 

A Okay. I learned through a .telephone call, and I would say 

it was a little before nine, between eight and nine o'cloc 
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At some tia thereafter did you leave home, then? 

Yes. 

Can you tell me where you went when you left home? 

We went on Twelfth and Atkinson. 

Can you tell me -- was this Twelfth and Atkinson within 

the riot area, where riot activity was going on at that 

I think it extended as far as Atkinson. We were about a 

block away from the main area which by that time, they bad 

it blocked off at Clairmount. I don't know haw far they 

had it blocked down the other way. 

Did you have occasion that morning to observe people who 

were involved in looting stores? 

Several, yea. 

Were there any police in the vicinity when you saw people 

looting stores? 

Yes. 

Do you recall any particular incident that you could 

describe -- tell me what the conduct of the police was at 

that time? 

Well, as far as their conduct, I couldn't say. There waa 

one incident on Grand River and Beverly, an appliance 

Goodhousekaeping, where the people were looting and they 

would actually drive up to the store and load things int 

car. 

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS 
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l Now, the police were on Grand River and 

2 Joy and they were in a position to see this because they 

3 were about· a block away, and they did nothing, you know, 

4 they didn't tell them to stop, as far as 1 could see. 

They just_ stood there and sort of directed traffic. 

6 Q Did you observe at any ti• people driving by a policeman 

7 and showing goods they had looted? 

8 A Occasionally. 'rtiia was primarily the younger adults, 

9 maybe the ones in their teens, they would drive by and 

maybe they would hold up an article, an item. 

11 Q What action, if any, was taken by the Police when this 

12 sort of thing happened? 

13 A Well, they would eithr ignore it or they would move on. 

14 Q Did you notice anyone being arrested by police that 

mrning? 

lb A No, 1 didn't see any arrests out there at all. 

17 Q Did you drive around other parts of the city during the 

18 day on Sunday? 

19 A Yes, we did. 

Q And in what general area did you drive? 

21 A Well, we moved wherever we heard there was a diaturbance, 

22 an outbreak of looting. From Twelfth we went to Linwood 

23 and then Lawton, Grand River area, Dexter area. 

24 Q Looting was going on in all of these places at some time 

Sunday? 
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1 A Yes. 

2 Q Did you observe any other instances of police seeing 

3 people in the process of looting, or being in a position 

4 of seeing people in the process of looting and taking no 

action to stop them? 

6 A Well, on Dexter, when we arrived on Dexter they were just 

7 beginning to break into the stores, you know, looters. 

8 Well, the street was sort of congested, it was very 

9 crowded, but there were policemen on the street and there 

w• no arrests and they were carting off large items. 

11 Q Do you recall approximately what ti.ma of day this was on 

12 Sunday when you got to Dexter? 

13 Let's see. When we got to Dexter it DI.1st have been -- I 

14 really can't say. It was early afternoon. It DI.1st have 

been around about two or later. 

16 And what time of day did you leave the street on Sunday, or 

17 were you in and out? 

18 Well, we were in and out all day. You mean what tima did 

19 I finally go? 

Yes, finally leave? 

21 I think we finally went about eight o'clock. 

22 Durin& the entire day on Sunday when you were out did you 

23 observe the police making any arrests? 

24 No. I saw no arrests at all. 

Can you tell me, Miss Griffin, what your activities were, 
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1 or your duties were with the newspaper for the balance of 

2 the riot week? 

3 A Well, let's see. The deadline was the next day and 

4 which is my off day ordinadly, but I knew there was a 

shortage and I came in to help, and mostly I would man the 

6 phones and answer the calls of various reporters through­

7 out the Country, you know, and I would inform them what 

8 was going on and what we had learned up to date and I thin 

9 I was than assigned to a story on one of the stores that 

had been burned. 

11 Q You were not generally on the street during the rest of 

12 the week covering the riot in progress? 

13 A No, I wasn't. I think Monday was about the last day that 

14 I, you know, was involved and then any information I had, 

or any stories I covered were on the telephone. 

16 HR. WILSCM: Off the record. 

17 (Whereupon a discussion was held off the 

18 record.) 

19 Q (By Mr. Wilson, continuing): Can you tell me, Miss Griffi, 

what the general attitude of the people waswho were on the 

21 streets on Sunday? How did they react to what was going 

22 OD? 

23 A Well, they were very ammaniable toward each other, and 

24 when it first started -- well, when we were out there, 

actually before the fires and whatnot, it was like one big 
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1 party, you know, everybody was having a ball and share and 

2 share alike;_ as if one person, say, had a case of Coke or 

3 a case of liquor, whatnot, he would divide it, you know. 

4 They wou°ldn't sell it, they would just give it away, and 

things that couldn't be used were left on the street. 

6 Q Did you have an opportunity to observe the general age 

7 level of the people who were involved in this? Were they 

8 older people, younger people, people of all ages? 

9 A Generally it was people of all ages. You would see childr n 

helping their parents, you know, in some cases. In some 

11 cases you would see teenage boys, but I don't think there 

12 was any particular age limit. 

13 Q Were there many people other than Negroes inv-olved il the 

14 looting that you observed? 

A No, I don't -- no, I didn't observe that, not on this 

lb particular day. Later, I know, you know, I noticed that, 

17 but not Sunday, in other areas. 

18 MR. WILSON: Off the record. 

19 (Whereupon a discussion was held off the 

record.) 

21 MR. WI~ON: Thank you, very Dlch, Miss 

22 Griffin. 

23 THE WITNESS: You are -.come. 

24 (Whereupon ·the deposition was concluded.) 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
) ss. 

COUNTYOF WAYNE ) 

CERTIFICATEOF NOTARY PUBLIC 

I, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETZ, 

RCMLEYand SUMMERS,Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary 

Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of 

Michigan, duly coamissioned and qualified, do hereby 

certify that the witness whose attached deposition was 

taken before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me 

first duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, 

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that 

the said deposition is a true and correct transcript 

of the whole of the testimony so given by the said wit­

ness upon his oath. 

I do further certify that I am not connecte 

by blood or marriage with any of the parties, that I am 

not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this 

matter in controversy, directly or indirectly, in any way. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of 

Wayne, State of Michigan, this/&z:f_day of~ , 

1968, A.D. 

Notary Public, W&yne County, Michigan 
My Coamission expires November 12, 1968 
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NATIONALADVISORYCOMMISSIONON CIVIL DISORDERS 

. .·-----------------------------· . 
: INVESTIGATION 
. 
: RE: WASHINGTON,D. C. 

. .·-----------------------------· 

New Pederal Building t7 
Room f8230 
17th and H. Streets, N.W. 
Washington, o.c. 

Friday, January 19, 1968 

Deposition of Mr. Saul Friedman, witness in the 

above-entitled cause, called for examination at the New 

Federal Building, 17th and a. Streets, N.W., beginning at 

2:15 P.M., before Ronald J. Tette, a Notary Public in and 

for the District of Columbia. 

APPEARANCE: 

David Birnborn for the Government. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2 

INDEX 

DEPOSITION OF: DIRECT CltOSS REDIRECT RECROSS 

Saul Friedman 3 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

3 

!~O~EEO!NQ~ 

Thereupon, 

SAUL P-Rl:BDMAN 

having been first and duly sworn, was examined and testified 

as follows: 

DIPECT EXAMINATION 

BY M!l. BIRNBORN: 

0. would you state your name and address? 

A. Saul Priedman, 5534 Johnson Avenue, Bethesda, 

Maryland, office address 1195 National Press Building. 

Q. What is your occupation? 

A. I am a reporter for the Knight Newspaper 

which includes the Detroit Free Press. 

During the course of the riot in Detroit 

this last ~ummer were you assigned to report on the disorder 

for the Detroit Pree Press? 

A. Yes. 

0. can you tell me when you first went to 

Detroit to report it? 

A. I eouldn•t recall the exact date, it was a 

Wednesday. 

0. What did yC)U actually do? 

A. When I got to the office, I was as ■ igned to 

do a story which included several tel~phone calls for the24 

25 following day, the Thursday paper, it didn't involve going 
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out to any of the sections, but simply talking to some e~ert 

around the eouatry about Negro problems, race problems and 

riots. '!'hat afternoon, however, on my own, I managed to go 

to the riot area and accompany a unit of the Nation•l Guard 

patrolling the riot area that ~ight. 

What was the means of transportation whieh 

you used? 

Do you mean getting out there or-­

Once you vere there? 

I rode with the COIIC&nd jeep, that is the 

jeep in which the, I believe the Cc.pany CCJllll'Mnder was 

ridi11g, a C•ptai.n. 

~ How was the National G\lard group constituted 

in tema of vehic1ea? 

~ We went out on•~ what was call•d a coabat 

patrol. Althe~h, it may have been more like a reconnaissanc 

patrol. It included, as I recall, two j6eps in each ot which 

were four soldiers. Another aonhand j~p in which I was 

riding with ano~her reportar, the Captain, driver and the 

guardsman ~o was to man the radio. We were followed by a 

tank as we went out on patrol. Later, we split away from 

t.he other jeep• and the tanks so that the captain could 

cruise around his entire assigned area checking on his other 

jeep patrols and men on foot. 

O So, al~ogether, these vehicles formed a 
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Yes. 

Approxilftately how long did you spend with 

this group on this Mission? 

A. From about •unset, at abcut 7 o'clock, I 

sappoae, to UOW\d one.in the morning. 

t And did you 90 baek the following day with 

the same grotap? 

1 No, I did not. 

O Another group cf National Guardsmen? 

(Off record) 

(Back on record) 

THE WITNESS: No, I 4i4n' t go riding with the 

National Guard after that, but I did go back to the riot 

area, checking" with guardsmen, residente, policemen, other 

people iA pUrsuit of inforraation and storie8. 

BY MR. BIRNBORN: 

~ Could you relate to us aO!fte of the occurrence, 

aome of the more aignificant occurrences which develcped 

during the course of your experience with the National Guard 

group? 

~ Yes, I can, along around sundmm, firin~ bega 

brae.king out a block away from ua at «11 times in the di•tanc we 

we could hear fi~ing and when the Captain received informatio 

on his radio that there was a suspected sniper in bis area, 
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we would race in the jeep to that location. I remember vhen 

it was quite dark, but still tairly early in the niqht, we 

suddenly pulled up in front of a large old house on a corner 

in the area and word was whispered to me by the C.ap~•in or 

somebody in the jeep that there was a sniper in that house. 

When we had arrived there, there were other police unit• and 

National Guard units. It didn't appear that they ~d been 

there for ,,.ry long because people wer~ still ~ettin~ out of 

~e car.sand jeepa. We CJO-tout of the jeep quickly and crc\lc ..... 

ed clown, taking cover, aid si.Jllply w.ited. In a few minutes 

~e tank euae %'\lllbling up aad without beariDCJ a COffllft.nd frOffl 

anyone or a shot oeaing froM the house, the tank, the guards­

Men crouching in various placee, and the police opened up 

firing at the house. I suppose each of them must nave fired 

two or three rounds, then I'm sure the machine gun fired one 

or two bursts of perhaps five or ten rounds each. No one 

seemed to know that there was a sniper in the house, everyone 

aeeiwM to know it b4tcauae someone told them, but I couldn't 

!ind anyene who saw, actually saw a ahot or heard a shot or 

saw a muzzle flaah or had been nearly hit by a shot. I found 

no evidence that there were any shots landing in the streets 

from any house. After the firing stopped, I heard footsteps 

to get into better position in the house and then 110re 

firing from small arms fire and then soraeone yelled, "they 

got him -- they got him," and I saw, I think, three white 

https://COffllft.nd
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111en being hustled from the house by police offic.rs an~ 

National Guardsmen. They were hustled very quickly into a 

car and dri•en off. A eouple of hours later, I might 

interject here, throughout the evening, tM process was the 

ae.me .. We heard hearsay reports either from the streets as 

we passed by, or from the radio that there was a su1pected 

sniper in a particular buildi~. We would race, jump out of 

the jeep, crouch, sometines sbc>ts were fired at the building, 

sometimes not, after nothing happened we would simply climb 

back inu, our jeep and go someplace where shots were fired. 

~ You were brought in by the c.onnand Jeep 

which was commanded by the Captain? 

A. Yes. 

Was he the highest officer in command of the 

group? 

A. Yes. 

{). Reference had been made to check with high 

authorities with respect to the veracity or access of 

information reqar4ing iclentification of sniper, the Commander 

of t.be·unit would ha•e made those efforts? 

A Yee, he would have. In fact, one of the 

situations while we were crouching, 1 sifflply wondered aloud 

to the Captain vhy normal police procedures aren't followed 

regarding fugitive or a suspect in a building. I have been 

a police reporter before and I have been in kinda cf situatio s 

https://offic.rs
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