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MATIOMAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS

_________ TN

I=N-V<E=S=T=I=G=A=-T=-1=-0-N ;
RE; Detroit, Michigan, -;

The Deposition of ROBERT RUBIN, ALBERT
HAMMONDS and RAYMOND RUBIN, taken before Norma Mitchell,
a Notary Public within and fer the County of Monroe,
State of Michigan, at 457 Federal Building, Detreit,
Michigan, on Thursday, January 11, 1968, commencing

about 2:45 o'clock in the afterncon,

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

ME. DAVID BIRENBAUM
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Detroit, Michigan

Thursday, January 11, 1968

About 2:45 o'clock, P, M.

ROBERT RUBIN, ALBERT
HAMMOND S Sand RAYMOND RUBIN, were
thersupon called as witnesses herein, and after having
been first duly sworn by the Motary Public to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
testified as follows:
EXAMINATION

BY MR, BIRENBAUM:

Q

From the left to the right would the first witness please
state his name and his address,.
Robert Rubin, 7477 LaSalle Beulevard, Detroit, Michigan.
Mr. Rubin, what is your present occupatisn?
At the present I am working with antique cars and trying
to repair the home and finishing moves of furniture
and personal effects from New York City to the Detroit
home,

I was a student and will be returning te
school as soon as I can see my way clear,
Were you formerly a coin dealer?
Yes,

What is your present age?

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS
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WESRWARD 1.5853




10

iz |

13

14

15

16

17 |

18

20

22

23

24

25

Twenty-seven,
Would the next witness please state his name and place
of residence?

ALBEET HAMMONDS: My name is Albert
Hammonds., I live at 30125 Elmwood, Garden City.
How old are you?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: I am 20,
Are you presently employed?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: No, I am not,
Are you in school?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Ne.
Would the next witness please state his name and give us
his address?

RAYMOND RUBIN: My name is Raymend Rubin.
I live at 29919 Balwmoral, Garden City,
How old are youl

RAYMOND RUBIN: Eighteen,
Are you in school or are you employed?

RAYMOND RUBIN: I am employed by General
Motors at Willow Run, Michigan,
What is your position with Ceneral Motors?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Assembler,
Mr, Robert Rubin, do you presently own a home in Detreit?
Yes, at 7477 LaSalle Boulevard.
When did yeu purchase that housel

BETZ. ROWLEY anoc SUMMERS
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April of 1965.

Have you lived in it since that date?

Not the entire time.

When did you leave the home, the house rather, do you
recall?

It was in May of 1966,

For what purpose did you leave?

To move to New York City to attend school there,

During your absence from Detroit did you rent the house?

Yes.

To whom was it rented?

It was rented to a Jack Juratevic and a James F, Earl,
E-a-r-1,

This would have been in May of 1966, is that right?

I believe it was May of 1966,

Was the relationship with your tenants a satisfactery
one?

Ne,

What was the trouble?

They never paid their rent on time, They did a few
times but I think they owe for six or seven months at
$300 a month.

Did you have any complaints that they were using the
bouse for purposes which would have been of concern to

youl
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I
I know they were abusing the house., They had mul:lwﬂud| -

without having autherity to do so, they had put cork
panelling on the walls and painted garrish colors on
the walls, They had redesigned the chandeliers with
beer cans in certain positions and they had made a pig-
sty of the home actually.

Did you have any complaints abgout their behavior from
the neighbors?

I was told that they were racing cars, high powered cars
at top speeds, squealing the wheels and partying and
having bands and flocks of people were supposed to be
going in and ocut day and night for parties and things.
Did you take any action because of your tenants' failure
to pay the rent on time?

Action was taken against the tenants.

It was even very difficult to serve them
because they would never submit themselves to being
served by a process server,

What was the nature of this action that you took?
An eviction,

Was this in March of 1967, do you recall?

I don't recall the date,

Had the action, this eviection action, been concluded
prior to the riot in Detroit in July of 19671

You mean had they been evicted from the house?

BETZ, ROWLEY ano SUMMERS
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Yes,

Ho, I understood that they had evacuated,

Did you go back to the City of Detroit im July?

Yes.

Why did you return?

Because of two reasons. Number one my grandmother was

real 111 and the second reason was that I heard the

tenants had evacuated the house and I wanted to remove

some valuable personal properties from the house,
Shortly thereafter I was told te go inte

the housse and take pesceful pessession of it, Change

the locks and barricade the home from their possible

entrance.

Whe teld you to do that?

This was told to me by Jack English, an attorney in

the Pencbscot Building.

He was your attorney at the time?

He was representing the case at the time,

In the eviction action?

Right.

When you arrived in the city where did you gol

I stayed with my brother and sister-in-law in Garden

City, Michigan,

Did you go to your mother's home at some point after

yoeu arrived in the city?
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Did you meet anyone there?

My brother and I think, I am not sure of this, I think
Albert Hesmonds was there .also.

De you recall, Mr, Hammonds, were you there at that time?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: The day that we came
down to the house I was down the street amd Ray asked
me if I wanted to bhelp him move some stuff from the house
for his brether,

Did the three of you then precead to the home?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Me and Ray walked down
to the house and Bob was on the phone and me and Ray
waited eutside until Bob came out,

Were the tenants there when yeu arrived?

No,

Se the house was evacuated!

Yes.

Was one of the reasons for your return te the city on
July 26th a concern about what might happen to the
house during this diserder which was thea oscurring
in Datroit?

I vas very, very concerned abeut it.

When you found the tenants net present im the house

did you then call your atterney?
Let we see -~ I had talked to him several times that day.
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I talked to him from the house alse that evening before
this happened.
And he advised you to take physical possession of the
house?
Right,
Did you follow his instructions and take physical
pessessien?
Yes,
Before going inte the house did you obtainia rifle for
use as protection?
Right. As pretsction from the tenants because in the
past they had forcefully =-- well, they had forced me
out of the house with what I identified as a .45 automatic
and I certainly didn't want to be in there without any
protection in case they came in armed trying to force
us out,
Se that you were concerned that the tenants might come
back and find you there and c¢reate some trouble?
Right,
Where did you get the gun?
My father's home,
Was this a hunting weapon? What use had he made of it?
I can't say that gun had been fired more than once the

entire time that I had owned the gun.

It was your gunl
BETZ. ROWLEY aAND SUMMERS
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Yes.

How long had you owned the gun, just approximately?
About six years.

I see,

Mr. Baymend Rubin, did you then take the
gun and test it to see whether or not it eperated?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes. About two hours
after we was inside the house we grabbed two cushions
out of a chair and went in the basement and set them
in the fireplace and backed up about 20 or 30 feet and
fired the gun.

Later on that day, Mr, Rubin, de you recall calling
your wife in New York advising her of the situatien?
My wife called me from New York,

1 did advise her of having taken
pessession of the house and I told her that I was
advised teo do so,
0ff the record for a moment, please,

(Whereupon a discussion was held off the

record,)
(By Mr, Birembaum, continuing): Back on the record

again, please,

Mr. Rubin, did you call your wife directly |

in New York?

Mo, I did net, I called my mother and teld her to call
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my wife and have my wife call me at the LaSalle house
for the reason that I did not want to use my tenants'
phene for long distance charges.

Did the tenants then return that evening?

Yes, they did.

What was their purpose in returning?

They wanted in,

What did you de?

1 had been instructed earlier to put a note on the door
advising them to call Mr, English for instructions
relating to their picking up their personal belengings
and fer him te answer any questions that they may have,
And they lefc?

They did not leave immediately.

They left, they said something like,
"You will be serry”. They made some kind of a threat
to me and I think it was, "Yeu will be serry," eor
somethiog along that line.

I saw them wvalk towards -- let me see --
they walked west on LaMothe Street and where they went
at that point I don't kngw,

Did you then call your wife to advise her that the

tenants had attempted to come back and to request further

protection?

1 called Mr, English shortly thereafter., 1 don't remember

BETZ. ROWLEY AnND SUMMERS
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11
exactly when but it was after they had appeared,

So you are not sure whether you called your wife at that

peint or net.

Do you remember talking with her again
that evening after the first conversation we just
discussed?

May I speak with her?
Off the record for a moment,

(Whereupen a discussion was held off the

record. )
1 talked to her again that evening relating teo her
sending my German shepherd deg from New York imto Detroit.

1 was still afraid the tenants might use
one of several ladders in the garage to attempt to come
in the second floor or one of the windows or pessibly
come in through one of the basement windows and this dog
is trained to watch for intruders, She {s very vicious
and I felt that the dog -- inm such a large house as this
it iz impossible to hear noises occurring just a few
rooms away because of the construction being so solid, |.
I knew -- I felt that the dog most certainly would hear
any noises that our ears could neot,

I requested that she send Kola, K-o-l-a,
which is the deg's name, by United Airlines inte

Detroit Metropolitan Alrport, They have a kennel service

BETZ. ROWLEY anmpo SUMMERS
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on their airlines.

I believe that was the last time I talked
to her that evening.

At approximately nine o'clock a National Guard column
pulled up in front of the house, Who was the first to
become aware of the fact that the NHatiooal Guard group
was inp the street?

RAYMOND RUBIN: I was.

Where were you at the time, Mr. Rubin?

In the master bedroem,

Is this mater bedroom facing the street or where were
you in relaction to the National Guard group?

RAYMOND RUBIN: It is on the corner and
it faces on the street, I mean, there is windows that
face both streets and I was facing LaSalle and I told
Al 1 said, "The National Guard are surrounding the

L]
®

We went down and told Bob and I said,
"They are surrounding the house, maybe they are chasing
a loeoter or semething and he is around the house,"
1 said, "It looks like they are going to sheot." Bob
said no, "Why should they, there is no reason te."

We started to walk out of the bedroom
and the shooting started and we was in the hallway

sitting down and it was getting intenser and intenser

BETZ., ROWLEY anbo SUMMERS
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13
and it was getting really heavy and Bob said, "Let's
go upstairs.”" Then we ran to the third floor,
Mr, Hammonds, were you able to see the National Guardsmen
in the street?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: I saw him after Ray
said they are surrounding the house,

When we refer to the Hational Guard group what kind of
armaments did they have, Mr. Rubin?

RAYMOND RUBIN: ‘Rifles and they was in
green uniforms and helmets,

Were there tanks in the street?

RAYMOND RUBIN: I dida't notice. I saw
them surreund the house and it frightened me so I didn't
even look outside again., I ran down and teold my brether.
Se you didn't see what kind of vehicles they had?

RAYMOND RUBIN: No.

Nor did you observe them when they began firing on the
house?

RAYMOND RUBIN: No.

Prier te the time the firing commenced did any of you
hear & warning or any ether indicatien from the
Rational Guard that they might begin firing on the
house?

RAYMOND RUBIN: No, There was one time

when Albert and I saw this National Guard -- why they

BETZ, ROWLEY aAamo SUMMERS
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14
were shooting at the house -- we was on the third floer
and there was a dress in the cleset and Bob handed it
te Albert and we ran over to the window to wave it
outside and te)]] theywe was up there and stop sheeting.
At that time they started shoeting at the windows up
on the third fleer.

Mr, Bubin, where were you when the firing began?
I was in the northwest bedroom on the second floer of
the home and 1 was preparing to lock a window on the
north side of the house in that bedroom. The most
westerly window of the north side of the house.
From your vantage point in that room were you able to
see the National Guard im the street?
I didn't know if they were Hational Guard or what they
were but I did see men in uniforms crewling on their
knees, hiding behind trees and falling to the ground
and erawling some more with weapoas in their pessession,
Did you hear a warning frem the Rational Guard gwoup?
No.
Mr, Raymend Rubin, I believe you testified that you went
up to the third fleor after the shooting bagan,

Did you go up to the third fleoor after
the shooting had begun?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes, we ran.

You ran up, What was your purpose in deing that?

BETZ. ROWLEY aAnND SUMMERS
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As I explained before it seemed like whatever was

happening -- {f this was happening -- I still didn't know

at that time that anything was happening to the house
but I did feel that whatever it was was certainly at a
lower level and the safest place would be to go up to
the third floor and that is the reason I suppose.

Is there a large chimney on the third floor?

There is two of them.

Did you use the chimney as a protection against possible

bullets eatering the house?

Neo, we ran -- well, we stood at the landing on the third

floer for a few seconds until I was tryimg te -- then
the sheoting kept getting more intense and I was trying
to determine where would be the safest place to escape
any possible physical damage,

Did the chimnmey afford some protection against the
bullets?

Yes, yes -- well, the chimney =- I didn't know that at
the time but I can see now that the chimney took quite
a beating.

So the bullets were entering the house at that peinc?
I dea't know that they were,

Mr. Raymond Rubin, you testified that you displayed

an article of clething to the National Guard greup at

one peint.
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Was that a pink bathrobe, do yeu recall?l

RAYMOND RUBIN: That we waved out the
window?

Yes?

RAYMOND RUBIN: HNo, it wasn't,
It was not & pink bathrobe?

RAYMOND RUBIN: HNeo, I think it was yellow,
if it makes any differemce, I am not sure,

I see, What was your purpose in hanging that bathrobe
out the window?

RAYMOND RUBIN: To let them know we was
up theare, We wanted them to stop shooting so we could
come out,

In other words, it was comparable to a flag of surrender?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes,.

Okay. Did thers come a time when all three of you went
out of the house, left the house?

RAYMOND RUBIM: Yes,

Had the firing stepped before that?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes.

Was this after you had shown this bathrebe?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes, it was.
What happened when you left the house?

RAYMOND RUBIN: We ran to the first
fleor and we opened the dining room windows and Beb
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jomped out and I jumped out and Albert ran in to get
my shees out of the living room.

As we jumped cut they ran up == I think
there was three or four of them and they said, "Move,

By that you mean the National Guard soldiprs?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes, men in green
uniforms and they laid us in the street and I would say |
about a minute later Albert jumped out of the window --
they asked if anybedy else was in there and 1 said yes,
one more and he jumped out and we were laying in the
street because they moved us eut to the alley after that,
Did they them arrest you?

RAYMOND RUBIN: I don't think we were

arrested until the police came in the paddy wagon.
The Hational Guard called the police and told them to
coms, is that the story?
RAYMOND RUBIN: 1 bhave no idea,
But in any event you were lying on the ground face down?
EAYMOWND RUBIN: Yesa.
And you remained there for a period of time?
RAYMOND RUBIN: Just a few minutes. We
wvas removed to the alley and searched,
The National Cuard held you thean until the police

arrivad?l
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RAYMOMD RUBIN: Yes.

What bappened at that point?

RAYMOND RUBIN: We were moved from the
alley to the front of the house and we bhad te stand on
the fence with our hasmds lsaning on the fence and our
feet out as far back as they would go until the pelice
arrived, We were then handcuffed and put in the paddy
Wagon.

You were then breught teo jail?

RAYMOND RUBIN: The Tenth Precinct.
What happened when you arrived at the Tenth Precinmct?

RAYMOND RUBIN: We were fingerprinted
and had our wug shots and put in the bull pen,

Had any of you been injured either during the shoeting
or thereafter prior to the time you arrived at the
Tenth Preciact?

I had been hit on the knees and legs and back with rifle
butts as I remsmber and alse a bayonet was put at my
rectum and it pierced a little bit.

Had you attempted to resist?

No, abselutely not,

Was there any explanation given to you by the National
Cuardsmen for this behavier?

For the beating?

Yes.

BETI, ROWLEY amD SUMMERS
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You mean about the rifle butts, they just kept -- let's
see what were they sayling -- something about cop killers
and snipers and they kept saying snipers and using
profanity. They kept asking why we shot and what did we
think we were trying to accomplish.
Did you respond to the questiona?
Yes, I told them that there had been <~ no one had shet
from the house at any time,
Is that true, had any of you fired that rifle at the
Guardsmen?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: No.

RAYMOND RUBIN: No.
Mr, Robert Rubin?
Reo.
Had you been injured at all, either of yout

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Ne.

RAYMOND RUBIN: Ne.

Had you been injured befere you arrived at the police
station?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Just a nudge in the back
with a bayenet every once in awhile and they had hit us
on the legs with rifles saying, "You lousy snipers, you
will learm."

Was this your experience, Mr, Hammonds?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes.

BETZ, ROWLEY aMmD SUMMERS
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20
You arrived at the police station then and were
immediately put in the bull pen, what is the bull pen?

RAYMOND RUBIN: It is a group of cells
with a cat walk that surrounds it.

Did any of you request an opportunity to make a telephone
call or contact anyone?

Yes, I did, They told me that the phones were all out
of erder. In fact, as I remember the cord was severed
from the telephone at the precinct.

You then went into the bull pen together with the other
two?

Initially we were all put in there together, yes, as I
remember

Did the police advise you of the charges that had been
brought agaiost you?

Upea arriving at the police station?

Yes.

RAYMOND RUBIN: Can any one of us answer
that?
Yes.

RAYMOND RUBIN: As we moved in the paddy
wagon one of the National Guardemen said, "What do you
have there," and someone sald, "Three sunipers,” and he
said take them in the back door,

I see, Did there come a time when each of you was

BETZ, ROWLEY anp SUMMERS
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rempved from this bull pen?

Start with Raymond Rubin,

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes, we was -- all three
of us was removed to be interviewed and investigated,
Who was the first?

ALBERT HAMMDNDS: 1 was the first te be
questioned.

Could you tell us what happened?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Well, they took us,
all three of us --
(Interpesing): Who were they?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: The detectives.

They took us into the interregation room
and all three of us sat at the desk and they took the
handeuffs off us.

They took Bob and Ray over by a Coke
machine and I was questioned by myself, He asked me,
the detective asked me all about my friends, you know,
what kind of friends I hang around with at home and I
told him and then he asked me about why we were shooting
and I told him we wasn't shooting at anyone. He asked
me about why I was with Ray and Bob and I told him that
Ray had asked we earlier in the day to help him and his
brother move some stuff from the house and he says

all right,

BETZ. ROWLEY awmo SUMMERS
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Then he took me back and just as he was
taking me back to the cell he said, "You are going te
learn to tell the truth before you leave here."

I didn't notice Bob and Ray at first but
after I got a little way past them they were standing
by a Coke machine and the one detective took me back
to the cell and he undone the handcuffs and just as he
turned to walk away he nodded his head and the National
Guardsmen pushed me up against the wall and I stood
straight and this one police efficer started to kick
me and I stepped back and just as 'l stepped back my head
come dowm a little bit and he come up with a blackjack
and hit me under the left eye., 1 grabbed my eye and
started to fall to the ground and somebody hit me over
the right eye and when I was on the ground there was
abgut five or six pelice officers and Natienal Cuardsmen
kicking me in the back. One of the pelice officers
hollered for me to get up and I started to get up, I
was in a squatting pesition, and the police officer
that wvas on the right side of me grabbed me by the ear
and pulled me up.

Then they unlocked the cell and pushed
me in the cell, I took off my sweatshirt that I had
on and I walked to the back and by this time my nose
and my lip right here was bleeding and my ear was
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blesding and I laid down on the floor im the back part
of the catwalk,

Then a few minutes later Ray come in and |
I heard semebody holler, "Bloed." Everybedy moved |
avay and he walked down the middle of this catwalk and
he says, "They got me,"” He was holding the back of his
head and I looked up and he says, 'Oh, they got you, l:n:w:»."I

I don't rememsber anything after that but l
about -- I guess it was five o'clock they took Ray to
the heapital to have his head sewed up,

The one police officer that came through
to take him out, he looked at me and he grabbed me by
the chin and he says, "There is nething wrong with him,"
and threw my chin off to the side, Just at that time

I threw up all over the fleer.

About a quarter after five or 5:30 they |
took me and Bob and they put us out in the garage part |
of the Tenth Precinct, We was out there all day Thursday
and about two o'cleck Friday morning they put us on a

bus and brought us dewm to Beaubien and we sat on the

bus until about 5:30 or six o'clock. Then they put us
in the garage at Beaubien and we was down there until I
we went to Court Friday afternocon.

Mr, Hammonds, when you refer to the catwalk to which

you were returned following this beating, do you mean
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that you were returned to your cell?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes.

Were there a large number of people with you at that time
in the cell?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes, there was,

Do you recall talking abeut this experiemce with any
priseners at that time?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Neo, I domn't,

But you were in a state of shock at that point, weren't
you?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: I was so bad I could
hardly see my hand in front of my face,

Mr, Raymend Rubin, after you had been separated from
Mr, Hammonds what happened?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Beb and I was standing
by the Coke machine,

The National Cuardsmen guarding the group
of priseners kept saying, "One move out of you and you're
dead."” He just kept saying it. Every five or six
minutes he would say it,

Bob asked if he could have a Coke and
this one efficer came by and he said that when he talked
te him that he had better say yes, sir and he said,

"Do you understand me," and Bob said, "Yes, ". He
says, "Yes, what," and Bob said, "Yes, sir." And he
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he says for two words I weuld kick you in the grein
but he used other words and later on, about five minutes
after that, I was removed from Bob.

1 was investigated or questioned, They
asked me questions, if I have a girl friend, where does
she live, what do my friends de, if I work or amything
like that, Then I was handcuffed again and returned
back to the bull pen.

As I was unhandcuffed the National
Guardsmen started to unlock the door and he nodded his
head and someone, I could hear him leap off the ground,
and I heard, "Lousy sniper,"” and something hard came
down and hit me¢ in the back of the head. Immediataly
bleed started gushing out and I tried to look around
te see who did it and I was then hit in the neck and
the door flew open and they pushed me in. I couldn'r
see who did it or what did it.

Were you struck by his hand or did he have an instrument
of some kind?

RAYMOND RUBIN: It was very hard, something

like an instrument.

Mr, Robert Rubin, what was your experience after you
were separated, afcer Mr. Hammonds was separated from
youl?

This one officer walked up, looked me in the face, and
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told me that every time I saw him pass by or every time
he looked at me I was to say, "Yes, sir," otherwise --
(Interposing): Was this a pelice officer er Hational
Guardsman?

A police officer.

Otherwise he would kick we in the --
shall I use the exact words? Otherwise he was geing to
kick me in the balls as he said.

I was very cooperative. Every time he
looked at me I said, “Yes, sir.“

After some time my brother Raymond was
separated from me. I was left standing by the Coke
machine and as far as I knew he was being interrogated
by the detectives., That was my idea on the matter,

Sometime later I was myself called im
and questiensd and the detective tolg me that I might
as well admit to having shot at the National Guard
and the tank because they had -- I believe they said
20 eyewitnesses. He said, "You will save us a lot of
trouble and inconvenience if you will admit to it now,"
and he said, "It will go a lot easier for you," I
said, “There ia nething to admit to. I have teld you
the absolute truth about not having fired any shots
or having any knowledge of any shots having been fired
from the house". Then at which point he kept insisting
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that they had 20 eyewitnesses who had seen this happen
and about that time I refused to answer any further
questions of any kind. I was scared out of my wits,

I think they wanted me to sign some type
of form aml as I remsmber I did not sign anything, I
refused to talk, teo answer any more questions,

After this I was led from the detective's
questioning area, through the hall and back past the
Coke machine where we had been standing, to the center,
the approximate center of the front desk at the precinmct,
At this point the detective, I assumed he was a
detective, told me to walk in the direction of the bull
pen which I did, He left my company and returned, aond
started to go in the direction of the interregatien
area,.

When I got back to the door of the bull
pen -- and getting back there I was pushed through a
line, by a line I wean a path which was threugh -- which
I was told to walk very fast and/or rum, in fact, beth,
and on sither side of the path or the aisle were
Hational Cuards and pelicemen.

Let me say it more accurately, As I can
remember at this point there were uniformed men with
rifles et cetera and walking through that I was hit
several times with rifle butts.
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When 1 got back to the door I wanted to
get in that bull pen so badly and get away from all
those rifle butts and get away from everything but no
one was there to open the door.

I was called all kinds of names, the
full range of profanities, and I was further hit with
bayonets.

Then while standing in front of the bull
pen door the officer who told me to say, "Yes, sir,"
every time he looked at me appeared and I looked at him
and he looked at me and he said, "I theught every time
you locked at me you were suppesed to say yes, sir",
Then as he said yes, sir, I believe it was his right
foot kicked me in the pubic region, the genitals and
I doubled over in a U-form. I could hardly -- the pain
was excruciating.

I was told te get up and by this time I
was still in very severe pain and I was in tears. I
was told to face the wall directly opposite from the
bull pen deor.

Shertly thereafter I was -- I felt a
blow to the right, just behind my right ear, and a few
minutes later -- of course, I remember nething that
happened in that peried. But a few minutes later I

got up, I was told to get up, and I barely could, I
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think someone helped me up and I was led back to what
I call the back desk which is directly behind the front
desk separated by a wall and a door. There liquid was
thrown in my face, I believe it was water, and some
officer said, "Do you feal kind of whoozy",

There was also another man that appeared
at that time. I remember him by big block letters on
his uniform jacket which spelled L-e-s-k. He appeared
te be a high-up officer in the National Guard, He
appeared, I believe, shertly after I was getting up
off the fleor after having been knocked unconscious.

I alse think that he accompanied or was very nearby

from the moment I got up from the floor and was led back
te the back desk, I dafinitely remember seeing him at
the back desk and there was moments when I seemed to
recollect his having been there shortly after I arose
from the fleeor after being knocked out,

He made several derogatory statements
and used quite a bit eof profanity and teld me if it had
been he who was there at the house he would not even
have givea me the eppertunity to have come to the Tenth
Precinct, that he would have shot us dead on the spot,

After that I was put back inte the bull
pen at which time I was still in quite a daze but I

remember seeing Al and I have described what appeared to
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be on his forehead as a "“doorkmob", It was a hideous
knot on his forehead, His eye was completely swillen
shut and I believe I asked him where Ray was and he
barely knew what was going en, Al did, and then I noticed
my brother Ray lying in a poeol of his own bloed on the
floor.

There was one other thing. My glasses
were removed from me while I was standing in the hall
opposite the bull pen facing the wall. My glasses were
removed from me and they were, the lenses were stomped
out of them and after I -- sometime in there thes palms
of my hands were rubbed im the broken glass and I had
quite sore hands fer quite some time,

Going back te the bull pen, my brether,
the pool ef bleood was getting larger all the time and
somé man, whom I later learned the name of Robert Lee
Butler, had been in the bull pen when we first had been
put in there without any of these injuries just
described, He saw us both before and after the beating
and he kept yelling and hollering that there was a boy
dying, bleeding te death, in the bull pen, would someone
please help.

He -- eventually after some time, quite
sometime as I remember, someone came in and removed,

I presume an officer came in although I don't know ~-
BETZ, ROWLEY anpo SUMMERS
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I don't think he had a uniform sn, he removed my brother
and as to where they bad taken him I had neo idea, I
assumed that it was for medical help and that was the
last I sav of my brother for a few days. I don't recall
exactly when it was I saw him next at this peint.

Was the area where the beatings were administered visible |

from the cell itself?

ot from the entire cell but from the opening in the
deor.

So that a prisener incarcerated in the bull pen ceuld
see a portien of the area where the beatings were
administered?

Well, the cleser to the doer he would get the greater
perspective his eye would encempass,

I see,

Mr, Rubin, after you were removed from
the bull pen you then were transperted te a garage in
wvhich you were incarcerated for some time,

Could you describe the cenditions in
which the priseners were being housed?

The garage has a drain in the center of the fleor., 1
would say the garage could possibly be about 30 feet
by 30 feet. There were over a hundred men in that
garage,

The center drain is -- the fleor of the
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garage slepes down to the center drain -- the center
drain was blecked, was stepped up and in order to have
a bowe]l movement or to urinate it was necessary to
urinate or excrete im a large pool which was appreximatsly
12 feet in dismeter and pessibly, maybe a foot desp in
the center, It was many, many heurs before they
correctsd the drain and in the meantime bhuman excretien
was all over and we had te eat with the smell and the
excretion right in front of us.

Approximately how many people were in the garage at that
time?
As 1 remember there were over a hundred. 1 remember
the figure 107 having been told to me by someone.
When were you finally arraigned? Brought before a
Magistrate?l
I §on't remember the date,

ALBERT HAMMONDS: 1t was Friday abeut
1 would say three o'ecleck in the afterncen.
What occurred at that arraigoment?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: A bond of $25,000 was
placed on esach of us,

RAYMOND RUBIN: The three aof us were
back togstlker in a group again. From Wednesday night
te Friday I was --

(Interposimg): Were you able to make this bond?
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Were you then returned to jail?
Yes,
Did you go back to the Tenth Precinct?
No.
ALBERT HAMMONDS: We were put on DSR
buses out beside the Recorder's Courtroom,

For how long did you remain on those buses?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: We was on the bus until

abeut, I would say, two o'clock Saturday., Then we was
taken into Wayne County and processed through Wayne
Ceunty and put back on the buses. We sat out on the
bus until Sunday afternocon then they took us to the
beach house at Belle Isle.
So altegether can yeu appreximate how many hours you
spent on the bus?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: About two days.
During that period of time were you given food?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Two sandwiches a day,
That was the total food that you were given?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes.
Were you removed from the buses periodically?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Only when we was
precessed through Wayne County.
Were there any toilet fecilities on the bus?
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ALBERT HAMMONDS: They had a wooden
house=like over a drain on the side of the street and
they would let us go off the bus one at a time,

You slept aboard the bus?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes.

Who was guarding the bus, Natiemal Guard eor pelice
officers?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Air Force. They had "Air
Force"™ written on their green uniforms,.

I see.

When were you released from jail?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Friday, August 5, about
seven o'clock at night,

RAYMOND RUBIN: Five-thirty.

Mr. Hammonds, you just stated that the date of your
release was August 5th. Are you sure it was August 5th?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: It was the 4th on a
Friday.

And before you were released was there a Court proceeding
at which you appeared?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: We were in the cell
next to the Courtroom and they took me and Ray out and
they set us in that booth there by the Judge's stand
and we sat there until the lawyer finished.

Bob was still inside,
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They let us go and they finished with Beb -4
we walted outside the Courtroom until they finished with
Bob,
Following your release from prisen was there further

Court proceedings in the pature of a preliminary
examination?

August TEh,
Did you appear in Court at that time?
Yes.
This was true of the other two witnesses as well?
ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes,
RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes.
Mr. Robert Rubin, can you tell us what happened at that
proceeding?
The charges were dismissed against the three of us.
As a consequence of the injuries which you received at
the Tenth Precinct, Mr., Robert Rubin, were you required
te undergo any hospitalization fer further medical

treatment?
I have had an awful let of difficulty with my eves, I
have had seven pair of glasses made since then and my
eyes keep changing.

I have had to use medication for my anus
and I have had quite a bit of pain in my genital region,
still to this day.
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I still need psychiatric help frem all of
this., Loud nelses terrify me. Some time ago in New York
I walked out of a building and there was comstruction
going on with an air hammer and the next thing I remember
I vas back in the building in a telephene booth on the
floer and had no recollection at the time of hew I got in
there.

I hage been taking tranquillizers and will
certainly seek, must seek further help from the physical
and mental damages which were caused there,

Have either of the other two witnesses received further
medical treatment as a consequence of the injuries
which you received?

RAYMOND RUBIN: I have been having severe
beadaches so I have an appeintment with a decter
tomorrow night because the spot where I was hit has been
tender ever since it happened.

How sabout you, Mr, Hammonds?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: HNo, I haven't.

Mr. Robert Rubin, de you recall the name of the officer
who instructed you te refer te him always as, "Yes, sir"?
I identified his picture at the Civil Complaint Bureau
of the Detroit Police Departmsnt and was told his name
was Charles Walmsley, W-a-l-m-g-l-e-y,

I also identified hia phetegraph on
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Tuesday of this week to the ¥.B.I,

I also identified a photograph of the man
who had written on his jacket L-e-s-k, to the F.B.I1.
this week.

Did Officer Walmsley have a badge or any other means of
identification while in the stationhouse?

I don't remember him either having one or not having one
on him,

Going back te the time when you left the house, shertly
after the Mational Guard firing had ceased, did the
officers make any threats te you about running yeu down
with the vehicle?

Yes, While we were laying on LaMothe Street with our
heads facing east, on our stomachs, someone erdered the
tanks te rum us over,

Did the tanks actually appreach you?

The tanks, as I remember, did move somewhat but stopped.
Is this the recollection of the other witnesses as well?

ALBERT HAMMONDS: Yes.

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes,

Mr., Raymond Rubin, did anything unusual happen when you
were being transperted from the jail to the hospital?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yes, I was beaten from
the time we left the precimet on Livernois until the
time we reached Detroit Receiving Hospital.
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During that time we had passed a caravan,
or just a group of jeeps and one tank, and they yelled
out of the back of the truck, "Do you want to see what
an ass hole looks like who starts a fight with a tank
and all he had was a 22,7 and they said yes and 1 was
removed from the truck and surrounded and just about then
a semi was ceming threugh tewn, it was before curfew,
it was before time for it to be lifted, and they stepped
it and started searching the truck. They said well we
have other things to de so they put me back in the wagon
and started te beat me again until we reached Detroit
Receiving Hospital.

Were they beating you with their fists?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Rifles. They hit me in
the left temple with rifle butts, in the left temple,
right ear and the right knee.

Aod these were NHational Guardsmen who were doing this?

RAYMOND RUBIN: Yas.

MR, BIRENBAIM: I believe that is all the
questions I have,

(Wharsupon the deposition was concluded.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)} 88,

COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

I, NMorma Mitchell, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Netary
Public within and for the County of Monfoe, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby

certify that the witness whose attached depositiom was

taken before me in the before-eantitled cause on Jaouary
11, 1968, was by me first duly cautioned and sworn to
testify the truth, the whele truth, and nothing but the
truth in the cause aforesaid, that the testimeny contained
in said depesitien then given by said witness was by

me reduced to writing im the presence of sald witness by
means of Stemegraphy, and afterwards transcribed upen a
typewriter under my persenal supervision; and that the
said depesitien is a true and correct transeript of the
whole of the testimeny so given by the sald witness as
aferesaid,

1 do further certify that I am not connecteq
by bleed er marriage with any of the parties, or their
atterneys, or agents, and that I am net an empleyee of
either of them, nor interested, directly or indirectly,

in the satter in controversy, either as counsel, agent,

atterney, or otherwise, '
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IN WITHESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of
Wayne, State of Michigan, this Mdﬁy of Moy |
1968, A, D, 4 b

h te
Notary Public, Monroe County, Michigan
My Commission expires March 19, 1971.
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS

I=N=V=E=5-T-1-G~-A-T-1-0-N -;
)

)

Re: Detroit, Michigan )

)

______ e S i)

The Deposition of JOHN O'BRIEN, BOYD
SIMMONS, and ALLAN BLANCHARD, taken before Gerald Hanson,
a Notary Public within and for the County of Wayne, State
eof Michigan, at 823 Federal Building, Detroit, Michigan,
on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, commencing about 3:30 o'cleck

in the afternoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR, HERMAN WILSON

- - -
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Detroit, Michigan
Tuesday, January 9, 1968
About 3:30 o'cleck, P.M.

JOHN O '"BRIEN, BOYD
SIMMORS, and ALLAN BLANCHARD, witnesses
herein, after having first been duly sworn by the Notary
Fublic to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, testified as follows:

MR, WILSON: Starting from right to
left would you state your name and home address for the
recerd, gentlemen?

ME. BLANCHARD: Allan Blanchard.
20690 Vernier Circle, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michiganm.

MR. SIMMONS: Boyd Simmoms. 1460
Bates, Birmingham, Michigan.

MR. O'BRIEN: 409 Arbana, Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

MR, WILSON: All of you gentlemen are
engaged in some phase or another in the newspaper business?

MR. BLANCHARD: Yes.

MR. O'BRIEN: Yes. 1 am the mamnaging
editor and he is (indicating) presently sssistant managing

editor.
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MR, WILSON: Mr. Simons, you are
indicating?

MR. O'BRIEN: That's right.

MR. SIMMONS: I was at that time.

MR, O'BRIEN: And Mr. Blanchard is a
staff reporter.

ME. WILSON: And what newspaper?

MR. O'BRIEN: Detroit News.

ME. WILSON: Were all of you gentlemen
there during the month of July, 19677

MR. O'BRIEN: Yes.

MR. WILSON: Can you tell me whether
at some point during that month you all became invelved in
a particular homicide which occurred during the Detroit
disorders?

ME. O'BRIEN: Well, several.

MR.WILSON: Did you become involwved
in a particular homicide involving a young man named
Dalten?

MR. SIMMONS: Yes.

MR, WILSON; Now, Mr, Simmons, can
you tell me how you received notice of this particular
homicide?

MR, SIMMONS: I received an anonymous

call from a girl who said she had seen this Daltem boy
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arrested near her home and marched down the street by
two policemen, his hands in the air, and she had heard
later that he was found dead on Grand River and she was

curious how this could be and asked us what we knew.

We didn't know anything except that
he had been found dead, 80 I assigned Allan Blanchard to
find out about it.

MR. WILSON: And, Mr. Blanchard, cam
you tell me what actions you took after the case -- the
matter had been assigned to you by Mr. Simmons?

MR. BLANCHARD: I went to the howe of
William Dalton and which was 1495 Taylor in an attempt to
find out who lived there, what relatives; and found that
he had lived with his mother at the == in this home at the
time and I asked her 1if she knew any of the circumstances
surrounding her son's death.

She told we that she had heard that
he was shot by a policeman over on Grand River. This
address where he lived was some distance from the scene of
the shooting. She informed me that she had lived over
there earlier last year and that most of thelr acquaintancep
were in that neighborhood where the shooting occurred and

that she could take me to homes over there where she though

Tr

her son might have been that night.

S0, she accompanied me in my car and
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we went te Fermwood Street snd to a house which subsequently
turned out © be the same house from which the call was
made tothe News. This was at 4871 Fernwood.

I talked to several peeople at that
address, it being a flat, with Mrs. Daltom presemt, to find
out what had happened to William Daltom that might. I
learned that he had been at that address, that he was going
with a girl who lived there and late in the eveaing of the
night eof the shooting, which was July 26th, had left the
house with two other men and was last seen by these
people with these two men, or boys and a third man a
couple of houses dewn.

De you want the full detalls ef this,
or do you want the progression of my own interviews as
such?

MR, WILSON: Well, I would like teo
know not necessarlly the names, but generally the people
to vhom you spoke, and not in any great detsail what they
told you, but generally what the facts were surrounding
this, the actual homicide.

MR, BLARCHARD: 1 might say feor the
record I am recalling this out of the stery we primted at
the time to refresh my recellection, I do not have the
notes at this particular time of this particular incident,

but they may be in my desk somewhere, but I wasn't able
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to lecate them.

At the Fernwood address I talked to
the family of the girl who Mra. Dalton said had been her
son's girlfriend, and the last they saw of Willism was
in front of the house after he had been with theseeother
gentlemen and a scuffling had eccurred and there were
pelicemen there and he was being asked to surrender and he
had then surrendered and they were leading him dewn the
street towards Grand River, which is half a bleck away.
There was other conversation which had te de with her
comnection with William and ether things pertalniag to
that night which doesn't necessarily figure exactly upen
the incident.

After that someone in the neighberhood

whose name [ did not get, but a young fellow came up and

gsaid that he knew of someone on the next block who ha had hesrd

had seen Dalton shot. As a result of this I went with
this man and we went over to the next block, which was ;
Edmunton, and we went te the second or third house off the
corner and talked te Charles Hall.

This man lived in the upper flat.
He was a young married man and he lived upatairs above his
parents and he told me that he had heard noise in the alley
that night and was looking out his back =- went to his
back window and looked out down towards Grand River, which
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is oaly two houses away. The alley paralleled Grand River
and from the back of his house, which I verified visually,
he could see the intersectiom of his alley behind his house
and the one paralleling Grand River, which was behind a
large furniture storage warehouse and therewas a street-
light there and he said in the streeclight he saw a young
man who he did net know being frisked with -- by policemen.

I can't recall whether he said thexre
weére two or three policemen at the time. I believe there
was two, or National Guard. He was confused with whether
they were policemen or Natiomal Guardsmen and there was
some conversation which he couldn't hear because the pelice-
men were facing away from him, away from the building. He
could not hear what they said, but he ceuld hear some
remarks from the bey to the effect that -- he was pleading
with them in denying things which they were apparemtly
asccusing him of.

He sald they then teok the bey to the
freat, or on Edmunton across inte the parking let which was
at the end of the street which began ~- it was only two
doors dewn from where he was, but at the fromt of his house

and he went to the froamt deor which looked out upon the
second atory perch of a flat and he stood in the doorway
and there were several pelicemen out in the parking leot
and he saw them interregating the boy there and also saw
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them take him down the alley opposite his house briefly
and then bring him back. He pald there was some action
in the parking lot which he couldn't describe too well and
he heard -- he saw, heard the boy pleading again, and if
I give you a quotation it will have to be out of this
story because I can't recall what they were exactly.
Can I quote from this story?
MR. WILSON: Yes, please,
MR. BLANCHARD: He said, "He went to
a window overlooking it and in the streetlightsaw a youth
in a white straw hat standing with his hands on the ware-
house -=" This is an earlier imcident, I will skip down.
Hall said, "He saw the officer shove
the shotgun at Daltom which prompted his cxy," His cry
refers to a comment by him, or shout by Hall, "Den't deo
that, or don't do that, or don't shoot that boy," and Hall
said at the time that when he said that one of the officers
in the parking lot screamed back at him some obscenity, I
forget what it was, "Get your fucking ass back in the
building or I will shoot you." He chased him back and as
he chased him back there was a shot and he didn't actually
see the boy shot. This was the essence of Hall's conversa-
tiom with me. L
In the neighborhood checking around
we went across there to Grand River, which was directly
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opposite the parking let on the other side of GCrand River,
I think Mrs. Dalton and I tried to locate the people living
in the apartment there, and finally we located some in a
Salvactien Army store which had been turned inte a relief
center because of the riot and we went back to their house
with them and talked to them.

There were three apartments in which
people witnessed some kind of sction across there, Their
stories varied slightly, but those wio said they saw it said
that the one -- one of the officers told the boy te rum
and that the bey ran and as he leaped over, started to
leap over the hood of a car which was parked in the froat
of the parking lot against the building, that he was shot
and he fell into the street, onto the sidewalk on Grand
River just around the corner of the bullding and laid
there for some time. They also sald that cthey were =--
they were not very clear about the length of time that he
laid there, but it seemed to them it was a considerable
time and that they thought he was alive.

They said that at this time -- during
this time various people come down the street, NMatiomal
Guardsmen or civilians or pelice officers and in a couple
of instances they had come out and locked at the body and
gotten back in,

At the same Cime I found that,
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according to the police reports there was a radio run put

out at 12:45 P. M., sending a car to the scene on the repert

of a man down. However, Dalton was not dead on arrival

at Northwest Hospital until 2:20 A, M, In trying to ascer-

tain what happened in this particular ~- why a run was made

and why the body did net arrive until such a later time,

the witnesses, not knowing of this did say that at one

point a squad car came alomg and the officers were getting |
|

out of the car with a stretcher when some other officers

came aleng. They can't recall whether they were Natisnal

Guardsmen or police cfficers and said, "Get away from that

body," indicating there was trouble in the area, at which
time the men put the stretcher back inte the car and took
off, which may explain why the body did not arrive uatil
that later time.

In the meantime, after learning this
much and coming back im, other information filling in the
gaps there, I talked to -- brought it back to the effice
and talked te Mr. Simmons and subsequently Mr. O'Brien.

MR. WILSON: Mr. O'Brien, when these
facts were brought to your attention what action did you
take?

MR. O'BRIEN: Well, we thought that
this should be brought to the attention of the Homicide

Squad of the Detroit Police Department., So, through our
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staffman at the Police Headquarters we told him to tell
them that we had some informatiom and if they wanted it
it was avallable &and they sent over a == I think it was a
Detective Sergeant Mason and Lieutenant Reed, and Mr.
Blanchard told them essentially what he has sid here and
what appeared in the paper.

MR. BLANCHARD: For the record --

MR, WILSON (Interpesing): We have
never, I don't think, placed on the record about what the
inicial police report on this incident said as to the cause
of death.

MR. BLANCHARD: It said generally
that the =- that a cause of death was unknewn. The
specific wording of it I can't recall, I'm looking to see
if ic is in one of these stories here.

MR, O'"BRIEN: Well, they had it that
he was shot.

MR. BLANCHARD: Presumably by a
sniper.

MR, SIMMONS: They said he was shot
and there was sniper fire in the area was why the bedy was
not removed right away,.

MR, WILSON: Was there any subsequent
investigation which was made either by you or the police

department?
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MR. SIMMONS: There was a lengthy
investigation, and a large number of witnesses were brought
down and we questioned all of the witnesses they all had
talked too. We gave them the names of all of them,
including some of them that he hadn't quoted im the story.
They talked to them and they talked to a lot ef ethers and
then put out a repert.

As I recall the report was that there
had been an arson attempt which Al had turmed up in his
investigation too, of the Leonard Warehouse and that these
three other boys and this boy were fleeing from -- the
pelice had been called because of the arson attempt and
the Fire Department, and that they were involved in that.

I think a warrant was later issued
for their arrests in that, and that they had arrested him
in connection with that and that he had been shet when he
attempted to rum and they said they had witnesses that,

I believe, they put im the story they had witnesses that
the statement made at the time had been "Den't rum or 1
will shoot." Whereas, Al was teld it was to rum, but they
said that what he had been mixed up with was that it was
don't run, which you would have te find out from them,
what their investigation showed.

ME. BLANCHARD: Subsequently this

matter, as far as my own lavelvement was concerned, on
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two more days and two more storles, that first day I did
talk to two boys who -- two of the boys who had been with
Dalton that might and -- do you want their names? They are
mentioned in the stery.

MR, WILSON: Yes, if you have them.

MR. BLANCHARD: Terrance Robinson,
who {8 17; Flint Young and William Higer (7).

I am sorry, 1 sald earlier there were
two, there were three and they were sitting on a porch with
a man whose name was Payne who was not at that time
identified any further to me, and I think his name subse-
quently came with the police investigation, they located
him.

One of these boys already returned to
Washington, which was his home and I wasn't able to talk
to him. However, the two boys, let's see, that would be
Robinson and Flint Young, were at that lecation that day
and I talked to them that afterncon and they were very
vague and they said that they had been down the alley.
They sald that they had not seen Dalton at all and they
left Dalton on the porch and the two of them had gone down
the alley and all of a sudden the pelice were all around
and they ran and they heard sowme shots fired and hid out

in an apartment all night.
1 asked them what they were doing in
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the alley, what they were doing up there since the curfew
was in effect there and they became very vague and they
said they had gone up there to investigate some kind of a
noise. 1 asked whether the noise was like a firetruck or
something and they said no, they didn't know., They just
sald they couldn’'t describe the nolse.

The fellowing day as a result of the
first story I got a call from one of the operaters, the
executives of the Ivery Brothers Warchouse, which was the

furniture warehouse I mentioned, who said that --

confidentially at that time, I think it doesn't matter any

longer, confidentially at that time he had talked to the
woman right across the alley that night, the night of the
shooting and she called him and told him three beys had
set fire to his warehouse.

I talked to this woman before he had
called me. I talked to her the first day and she was not
== hada't seen anything. I went back and mentioned about
the phonecall, she just said she was lying on the phone,

that she did not see anything or hear noise out there.

However, she told me that she was very much afraid and did

not want to get involved in all this but that she called
him that night and he was the one who called the pelice

and the Fire Department because his warehouse was a very

|

large building, which apparently initiated the run to this |
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Area.

MR. SIMMONS: There are two things
that probably sheuld be mentioned. One, there was no
repert of this shooting, which there is usually a report
of any person shot by a policeman, there was no report
made. That was one reason we investigated it. The police
at the time had no idea who was =~ what police car was on
the scene, and one of the witnesses Al talked to had heard
a scout car parked mearby and a callcoming feor car so and
80, where are you, or answer your call or something and
he remembered the number. He had turned that over to the
pelice, I think that's how they found out who the officers
were.

They later identified the man whe
said he had done the shooting.

MR. BLANCHARD: The witness who gave
me that information, by the way, was also one of those
who sald that she had heard the bey ordered to run. That
was Mrs. Alberta Jones, I belleve.

MR. WILSON: Did either of you have
any occasion to examine the autopsy report, any one of
you, of this yeungster?

ME. BLANCHARD: I didn't examine it
directly, but I did talk to the man on the police beat

about it.
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MR, O'BRIEN: Didn't they have the
report in the office?

MR. BLANCHARD: They had the report
with them about the boy, that's right.

By the way, I think it should be
mentioned when the officer came to the meeting Mr. O'Brien
called, Detective Mason had had a preliminary report
investigation started on this incident already. Do you
remember he had the pilcture?

MR, O'BRIEN: He had some photegraphs.

MR. BLANCHARD: Pictures of the scene,
he had not done any interregatien.

MR, WILSON: The Police Department
had started an investigatiom prior to getting your i.nfnr--j!
tion?

MR. O'BRIEN: Yes. I am not sure of
the time of this, but they did assign teams te investigate
every death in the riet. HNow, whether this was part of
that, I can't remember whether that was.

MR. BLANCHARD: Yes, it was. They ==
in fact, I recall that day that Mason said that because
they had several, or maybe it was Reed, I think it was
Reed who salid they had several of these things assigned to
each team and he was using this, I hate to use the word,
excuse, but I can't think of a better one, for mot going
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inte this further than he had been started because they
had se many of these riot deaths to investigate at that
time and everything had been slowed down.

MR, WILSON: I don't suppose you,
Mr. O'Brien, or you, Mr. Simmons, spent much time on the
street during that particular week, did yeul?

MR. O'BRIEN: I walked from the News
to the Fort Shelby Hotel every 16 hours and took a nap.

MR, WILSON: Were you, Mr. Blanchard,
on the street cevering 1t?

MR .BLANCHARD: I was on vacation at
the time.

MR, WILSON: When did you conduct the
investigation?

MR. BLANCHARD: Accordimg to the
clipping of the first story was -- is dated October -- I
am sorry, August 9th, and this ran the day after 1 went
out on it, so this == the death had occurred July 26th,
8o I would say that would be a period of a little over a
week.

MR, WILSON: And you, Mr. Simmons,
1 assume you were manning the desk also?

ME, SIMMONS: 1 was on vacation that
week. I came back the following week.

MR. O'BRIEN: Well, actually he was
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on vacation and the question was whether to bring him back,
but I knew that somebody was going to have to be fresh at
the end of the four or five days and so he came back at the
end of that week, thank God he did because we were all --
we weren't making much sense about that time. |

MR, WILSON: Well, I have no further
questions, gentlemen. Thank yeu very much for coming
over.

(Whereupon the depositions were

concluded.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )

) S§s:
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY C

1, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose deposition was taken before
we on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me first duly
cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth; and that the said depesition is
a true and correct transcript of the whole of the testimony
80 given by the said witness upon their ocath.

I do further certify that 1 am not connected|
by blood or marriage with any of the parties, or that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested inm this
matter in controversy, directly or indirectly, in any way.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set

my hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detreit, County of

7,
Wayne, State of Michigan, this J 4 "H'-,y of ;?dﬂﬂfﬁi i
1968, A. D. |

Gerald Hanson,
Notary Public, Wayne County Michigan
My Commission expires November 12, 1968
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS
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RE: Detroit, Michigan. )
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The Depesition of VIVIAN RUBIN, taken
before Norma Mitchell, a Notary Public within and for the
County of Monroe, State of Michigan, at 457 Federal
Building, Detroit, Michigan, on Thursday, January 11,

1968, commencing about 4:30 o'clock in the afternoon,

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:
MR, DAVID BIRENBAUM

PRESENT : MR, NATHANIEL JONES
and

MR. MERLE MC CURDY
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Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, January 11, 1968
About 4:30 o'clock, P. M,
VIVIAN RUBIN, was thereupon
called as a witness herein, and after having been first
duly sworn by the Notary Public to tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, testified as

follows:

EXAMINATION

BY MR. JONES:

Q

State your name, please?

Vivian Rubin,

Where do you reside?

7477 LaSalle,

In what city?

Detroit, Michigan,

Are you the mother of three sons?
Two.

What are their names?

David and Edward Arthur,

Does your family own or did you own a plece of property
on LaSalle Street?

Yes,

Is that where you presently reside?
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Yes.

Were you in possession of that property or did you have
title to that property in July of 19677

We had title to that property and we were in the process
of obtaining possession.

Was there an eviction proceeding!

Yes,

Drawing your attention teo July 26th, 1967, which was a
Wednesday, were you in New York City?

I was personally, yes,

Did you receive a call at approximately 7:45 P.M. from
some member of your family?

Yes, I received a call from my husband. I received two
calls and this was the first one,

Did these calls relate to his intention of changing the
locks on the house?

Yes,

Can I correct what I just said? I actually
received a call from my mother-in-law in Detroit asking
me to call my husband at the tenants' phone in our
house on LaSalle because he didn't want to place a long
distance call on their line,

Then you placed the call?
I placed a call in response to my mother-in-law's call

to me,
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From your mother-in-law?

Yes, in Garden City.

Did you receive a call about or did you talk on the
telephone about an hour later?

Yes. This was the first I knew that my husband was at
the house when he first called me and when I called him
I told him next time just to call collect,

So then did he call collect?

Yes,

About an hour later?

Yes,

Did he tell you that the tenants had returned and he
refused to let them in the house?

Yes, he said that and several other things.

Did he ask you to send the watch dog in order to protect
the house?

Yes, he called and asked me to send our dog by United
Airlines kennel service and to call him back in twenty
minutes and let him know what flight it would be arriving
on so that he could arrange to pick her up or to have
her picked up.

Did you later learnm that something happened in regard to
the house?

Yes, after they called I made several calls to United

Airlines and several other airlines in the New York area
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and was unable to get a flight into Detroit that night
for the dog and I tried to call my husband back to let
him know the dog couldn't go there until the following
morning and was unable to get through to the number.

I tried for over an hour and a half and the line was
busy, I couldn't get the operator to put through an
emergency call. She said it was out of order. I called
my mother-in-law and asked her to try the number and she
couldn't reach it and finally in desperation I had my
mother-in-law call the neighbor and this was when I
learned about what had happened,

What happened to the house?

The house was shot up. It was attacked by a unit of the
National Guard and apparently was fired upon by foot
soldiers and tanks armed with heavy artillery, .50
caliber machine guns,

And your sons were arrested?

Not my sons, My hushand and his brother and another
boy, My sons are three years old and ten months,

Has an estimate been made as to the amount of damage
done to the house?

Not a total estimate., The insurance company adjuster
said offhand that his estimate of the damage would
exceed our policy limits which is $25,000,

I have received an estimate of the damage
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to the outside brick alone in excess of $8,000 and an
estimate to the glass of almost $1,000,

The interior damage has not yet been

completely estimated, There is extensive plaster
damage and extensive wood damage, The frames of the
doors has been bayoneted and the panelling on the walls,
the tile in the bathroom and the marble has been chipped.
We have sculptured plaster walls and they are full of
holes. I don't know even if that can be repaired. The
electrical wiring is shot.
Do you know what happened to the charges that were filed
against your husband and the two brothers?
Yes, the charges were all dismissed at the preliminary
examination upon finding by the Judge, Judge Joseph Mahar,
that there was no probable cause to believe that they
had committed any of the offenses based upon the
testimony of the National Guard officers themselves.
Did the officer who signed the original Complaint take
the stand?
No, he refused to take the stand, He said the Complaint
said that he vas fired upon and that in fact was the
testimony of a National Guard officer but he said, in-
formally and it does not appear on the record, that he
did not hear any shots and was not fired on to his

knowledge and was not going to get on the stand and say
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that he was and although he was present in the Courtroom
he refused to take the witness stand,

Were your husband and the other two men released on bond?
Yes, they were just shortly before the hearing. They
were not released on bond immediately., A very high bond
was set which we were financially unable to meet and until
the Judge reduced it to'a personal bond the following
week they were held in custody.

What amount was the bond?

Twenty-five thousand dollars each.

Did you take part in the steps to obtain their freedom?
Yes, I did, When I first found out about it I called
into the Tenth Precinct and I talked to one of the
detectives there who identified himself on the phone

as Detective Mattison, I believe it is M-a-t-t-i-s-o-n,
but I am not sure,

I asked him what had happened, this was
about 12:30 or one o'clock in the morning, and he said
that apparently everybody had gotten a little bit
overexcited and if I would come in the morning they
would be released, It was just a misunderstanding,

I did come in on the very next flight
out of New York and when I got in I called back to the
Tenth Precinct and I was told that nobody had ever

heard of a Detective Mattison, I was told that a

,..
1]
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Detective Scott was on the case and I was unable to get
any information,

I was unable to obtain access to the Court
because it was restricted at that time buf because I
was an attorney and had proper credentials I was able to
talk to the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office and learn
from them that a Warrant had automatically been
recommended, as a matter of course,early that morning.
There were efforts made then to try to rer.*llli'l;h:
recommendation. This was done by William Hathaway in
the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office,for further
investigation,but it was too late they had already gone
to the Court.5o0 he said wait until their arraignment
and then he would see what he could do.

I went over there early Thursday morning to
the Warrant Clerk's Office and found out that the Warrants
had not even been typed out.

I attempted to locate my husband and my
brother-in-law and the boy that was with them and I
learned through several phone calls that they were still
at the Tenth Precinct,

I went over to the fourth floor of Police
Headquarters and got a pass from the Chief of Detectives,
which they were not giving passes to attorneys at that

point, but they made an exception in this case because
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the defendant was a relative and also it was such a
serious charge,

1 took my pass and had my other brother-
in-law Roger drive me to the Tenth Precinct and I was
denied access. I wasn't even allowed into the building.
At gunpoint I was restrained from going in so I returned
back dewmtown,

At this point they were arraigning in
six-hour sessions with three Judges and at the time.they
had no way of ascertaining which Judge the case would
be called in front of so I stayed there running from
Courtroom to Courtroom on all five floors around the clock
all night long.

I sat out on the porch of the Court with
a2 man from the Probation Department who is a friend of
mine and watched the buses with the prisoners being
brought in and at about three o'clock in the morning I
saw my husband on a bus.

I spent the balance of that day trying to
locate him so I could talk to him, I had no idea what
had happened and I had not been allowed to talk to him,
1 didan't know why he was arrested or anything else.

Finally that afterncon == I had been
running around all day long and hadn't been able to find

him anywhere =- I had been down to the police detail
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room, I learned when they came in the bus they had to
be processed through there, and was told they had been
specifically requested not to give me any information
on this case at all and not to let me see my husband or
the boys.

I snuck back to the bull pen anyway and
called their names but they weren't there,

I kept running from Courtroom to Courtroom
and checking all the bull pens to see if they were there
and I wasn't able to locate them,

I had been going for almost 48 hours lt‘
this time and they only had one elevator running in the
building so I was using the stairs and running from the
basement up to the fifth floor and finally late that
afterncon, this was about an hour before the change in
the shifts of the Judges, one Judge had gone home early
and the other Judge was handling only misdemeanors so I
knew if it came up that hour it would have to be before
Judge Schemanske ,

So I went to his Courtroom and I waited
there and I was actually on the verge of collapse., 1
was pregnant at the time and had been going pretty
strong without anything to eat or sleep and I didn't dare
leave the building to get anything to eat because I was

sure they would arraign them the minute I left,
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Finally Judge Schemanske asked me what
was wrong and I told him I had been running for two days
trying to find them and the file had disappeared and they
had disappeared and nobody would tell me where they were,
Judge Sehemsnske insisted the file be
produced and the three men brought before him in five
minutes and they were., When they were brought in they
were a bloody mess and I arraigned them and before he
heard the plea I insisted on entering into the Court
records -- on making a statement as to their injuries
and the fact that they needed medical attentim
Would you describe their appearancesa?l
Yes, my husband could hardly walk, He had been kicked
in the groin very severely and had to be assisted into
the Courtroom, He had a bruise on the side of his neck
and his hands were all scratched and cut and bloody.
These were the injuries that were apparent. I don't
know what injuries there were that were not apparent.
Did you talk with your husband?
I wasn't permitted to talk with him except for about a
minute when I saw him in the bull pen before the hearing
and he told me he had been kicked in the groin and
stabbed in the rectum, It was a very brief conversation
and I wasn't able to get too much information.

Raymond had been hit on the head he said

BETZ, ROWLEY anp SUMMERS
SQUALIFIED COURT REPORTERE

WO WAND 1-381F
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with a rifle butt and he had stitches down the top of
his head, down the back of his neck and he was all
bloody. His clothes were all bloody and he had scratches
around his face also and Albert Hammonds' face was
completely mangled. He had a very large bump on top of
his head, I would say the size of a hard ball, and his
eye was cut and his face was black and blue from his
hairline to his neck and it was all cut up.

I had previously;in going through the
Court files,seen the mug shots that were taken when
they were arrested which showed they didn't have any
injuries at all so the Judge ordered that the Wayne
County Sheriff make these men available to the Wayne
County l_hdicll. Examiner for a medical examination to
determine the nature and extent of their injuries and
the treatment required which was eventually done almost
a week and a half later,

He set a high bond on them because he
said they were charged as snipers and that was a matter
of courssand he remanded them to the custody of the
Wayne County Sheriff and I retained an attorney over
the weekend and assisted him in the preparation of
future Court proceedings.

MR. JONES: I believe that is all I have.

(Whereupon the deposition was concluded.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
COUNTY OF WAYNE ; -

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

I, Norma Mitchell, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Monroe, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose attached deposition was
taken before me in the before-entitled cause on January
11, 1968, was by me first duly cautioned and sworn to
testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth in the cause aforesaid, that the testimony contained
in said deposition then given by said witness was by
mée reduced to writing in the presence of said witness by
means of Stencgraphy, and afterwards transcribed upon a
typewriter under my personal supervision; and that the
said deposition is a true and correct transcript of the
whole of the testimony so given by the said witness as
aforesaid,

I do further certify that I am not connected
by blood or marriage with any of the parties, or their
attorneys, or agents, and that I am not an employee of
either of them, nor interested, directly or indirectly,

in the matter in controversy, either as counsel, agent,

attorney, or otherwise,

BETZ ROWLEY ano SUMMERS
OUALIFIED COURT REPORATERS

WODDWARD 3088
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IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, 1 have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of

4

Wayne, State of Michigan, this mﬁj day of gﬂmm tii ‘
1968, A, D, '

Ao WAL

Norma Mitchell
Notary Public, Monroe County, Michigan
My Commission expires March 19, 1971.
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DLSORDERS
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)
Re: Detreoit, Michigan )

)

N el

The Deposition of DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT
JOHN NICHOLS, taken before Robert Prost, a Notary Public
within and feor the County of Dakland, State of Michigam,
at 823 Federal Building, Detreit, Michigan, commencing

about 2:45 o0'clock im the afternocon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR, NATHANIAL JONES

BEETZ. ROWLEY anDo SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REFORTERS
WOCEWARD 1-3833
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Detroit, Michigan
Wednesday, January 10, 196§
About 2:45 eo'cleck, P.M.
JOHN NICHOLS, after
having been first duly sworn by the Notary Public to tell
the truth, the wheole truth, and mothing but the truth,
testified as follows:

State your name for the recerd, please?

John F. Nichels.

By whom are you employed!

Detreit Police Department, City of Detroit.

In what capacity are you empleyed?

Deputy Superintendent of Police.

And how long have you been so employed?

Twenty=-six years and three days as a police officer.
Some 18 months as Deputy Superintendent.

What are your duties, sir, as a Deputy Superintendent?
My duties would be the second in command of the Department
in the absence of the Superintendent ef the sworn pelice
personnel, to assist the Superintendent to handle the
personnel of the Department in conmjunction with the

Director of Personnel, overall staff supervision of general

BETZ. ROWLEY AND SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COUNT NEFCATERE |
WASBWARD §-588N |
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lav enforcement, Detective Division, Traffic Unit, Woman's
Divisien,.

Were you serving im that capacity in July of 19677

Yes, I was.

Is that the wonth im which Detroit experienced a major
civil disorder?

It was.

What date did thst diserder begin, if you recall?

July 23, 1967.

In the early merning hour, was it not?

Yes, sir.

At that time this disorder erupted de you know frem your
records, or from your particular office, whether your
department's Crowd Comtrol Squad was on duty, or had it
been dismissed?

Heicther of the twe units whose secondary mission is crowd
or dempastration coantrol was on duty at that parcicular
time that the incideant occurred.

There was a reason fer that, was there not?

The reason being that our pesture during normal times was
set to put the maximum number of pelice persoanel on the
street during the perieds of peak crime. And at this
particular peint in time, Sunday moraning, traditiomally
befoere and since the disorder has been a low point and a
point at which the meximum of pelice persomnel is not

BETZ. ROWLEY anp SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REFGRTENE

WODDWARD IBRNN
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indicated by a judicious efficient use of persommel.
What would you say from your experlemce are the peak hours
of crime?
Normally the high crime peried runs on our Platoom 3,
which is gemerally the period four im the aftermoen through
midnight. The ioward peak there would be somewhere between
the hours of eight and twelve.
Would a figure of 193 officers patrolling the streets of
Detroit sound fairly close to you?
Based on my memory of the situatiomn, yes, sounds very
accurate.
De you have a recollection as te the situatiom on Twelfth
Street during the early morning hours around six or seven
o'clock insofar as crowd is comcerned?
My first notificatien came at about five-twenty. And as I
recall it, at chat point the situation was given to me by
Inspector Bertoany, the weekly duty efficer, was that there
was a crowd of several humndred people at the intersectien
of Twelfth and Clairmount. That there had been a couple of
windows broken and 4 squad car had been damaged and that a
poelice lieutenant had been struck with a rock or a brick
and sustained a head imjury.

At that peint, I completed the
notification procedure through the Superintendent, picked
the Superintendent up im the next few minuctes, and headed

BETZ, ROWLEY awmo SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REFORTERS
WG DWARD | 5853
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for Police Headquarters.

And by this time you had increased the police strength,

had you mot?

Inspector Gentry and Inspecter Mischnick, the Commander of
the district im which the area =-- which the diserder
eccurred, and the Precinct Commander, had been netified and
were responding to the scene by the time my initial notifi-
cation had been completed.

Whan I get to Headquarters I estab-

lished contact with Inspecter Gentry and was reperted that |
he had placed the Western District in a state of -h'l.l:l:;—
tion, had ordered the Moter Division to attempt Lo recall
their men.

We took the wmobilizatiom precedure
from that peiat after receivimg very rapid estimates of the
situation from Inspecter Gemtry.

Semetime around eight o'cleck that morning there was a
sweap made by the Commando Unit, was there mot, down
Twelfth Street?

As I recall, there was an effective sweep up Twelfch
Street,

And would you describe the situation as being one of the |
crowd being rather fluid, floating and giving and caking?
1 would describe the situation as being one of small |

groups, a vary, very fluid situatiem, a situation where

BETZ, ROWLEY awo SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REFORTENRS

wWooDWAaRD |-388N
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you == the normal type of crowd control tactics would nmot
work, because you lack the mass confrentation, the type eof
situation where you penetrated te the group, you had soms
problem in dispersing, they simply floated around amd got
behind. As a result, there was a series of actions in
which, lacking sufficient manpower to secure the flanks in
the rear of any advancing sweep, was ineffective to control
the action.
The crowd offered no particular resistance, but they just
flowed more or less?
That is about the description that we got from the n!ﬂe::l
on the site. At that peint there had been no particular
vielence, other tham verbal abuse directed to the efficers.
With the exceptien an officer had been struck, and there
had been minor injuries suscained by peop bottles. But had
not yet gotten to the point where the use of weapons was
wide=-spread.
Would you say that the area affected by the diserders by
ald-morning would be listed at about a six block area,
roughly?
As my memory serves me, and working without any notes as to
the validity, it appears te be a valld statement that Mr.
Jones made. It seems that around tem o'clock the activity
was confined gemerally to a six or eight or tem bleck

area around Twelfth Street. It was not until later that
BETZ. ROWLEY anD SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REFORTERE
WOoBWARD 13N
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the activities spread to Linweed Avenue, Grand River and |
many of the other major areas.
How would you describe the pelice tactics that were qlmll
st mid-moraing insofar as crowd control and crowd dispersal?
The tactics at that peint was to attempt to disperse the
crowd without any umnecessary use of ferce. The crowd im
many instances were dispersed to the sanctuary of fromt

porches, and there weuld stand. And we made no attempt |

to remove the peeple once they had gotten off. Ceaversely,
as scon as the pelice lines had meved, they weould move in
behind the advancing echelom of pelice. And being as thinm

as we were, we had no way of securimg the flamk.

There was a lot of bantering back and forth, peeple thrnini
out comments to the police?

I thiak the bulk of the bantering took place during the
imitial imcident while the psople were being remeved. I
think the mood of the crowd at that peiat was not particu-
larly an ugly one. But I don't think it was either a
particularly friemdly one at that point. And, again, I

am operating from mewory, and mot from an eyewitmess stand-
point.

What steps were taken to guard what would be considered
major key imstallations in other sectioms of the city at

the time this disturbance was in its initial stages?

Ismediately after issuing the teletype and getting a

BETZ, ROWLEY AnD SUMMERS

GQUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS
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repert from Inspecter Gentry, we made steps Lo Secure our
communications station, departmentally, we closed Belle
Isle, which had traditiomally beem a point for large
gatheriags. We ordered recogaizance patrols iato the
major parks and the perimeter area of the city in order
to maintaism a4 certain amount of controls should any crewds |
build up in that area.

Many of these installations were
guarded by fixed pests. Other ones were guarded by mebile |
patrels that had jeiant respensibility. PFPleced security om
the water headquarters and the Fifth Precimnct. And we
began a netification procedure in an attempt to get the
owners of the shops that sell weapons to come down and
make some provisiom for securing the weapons, based on
after actien reperts of other departments that these were
prime targets. Some we were successful in getting to,
some thay got to first.

What abeut the radio stations?

Our radie stations, one of those is on Belle Isle, and
that was a secendary reason. We guarded radio stations
and also our antennas that were at greund level. Many of
our antennas were on Lop of public bulldings, ethers werxe
situated on groumd level. One is located in the park that
we mentioned. Another one is on site at the precimect

statiom, which was prebably well out of the area, but

BETZ. ROWLEY ano SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT HEPORTENS
WA ARD 1. AR08
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nevertheless, we did not know whether or met roving bands
might not attempt to 9isrupt communications. Which at
that particular point in time would have been most unten-
able.

In 1966 at the time of the Kercheval incident, you had a
task force of people who served as counter rioters, did yewu
not?
Yes, we had,
And would you tell us =-- describe the success with which
this group met in 1966 sofaras at the Kexrcheval incident
is concerned, and contrast that with what happened im 1!“'?-
Possibly 1 better give a broad overview of the Kercheval
iscident. The Kercheval incident occurred in an area of
low density population. An area that is single and duplex
dwellings. A minimal number of multiple house units. The
Kercheval incident alseo occurred im that point of time when
the departmental posture was ia the best possible positiom
to bring any disorder umder control.

1t eccurred about B:30 er nine
o'clock when the personnel en the street was at peak point.
Both units that had secondary missions of crowd demonstra-
tlons and riot control were operational om their primary
missions of traffic and antiwcrime.

At the same tCime, a force of some

25 or 26 officers that had been used as a reserve force
BETZ. ROWLEY AND SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REFORTERD
WEEEWARLS T-FF33
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for demonstrations, had been relisved from that and was on _
a bus waiting relief from duty, so that im that particular
poiat ia time, persounelwise, we were at optimum stremgth,

We were able to cemmit a high number
of officers into the area. Comcurzremtly with this, the
citizens groups and the block cluba in the Fifth Precinct
responded magnificiently and they, im turn, took to the
streets in an effort to not enly dissuade those who were
on the street from participating in any wide spraad dia-
order, but also tock great steps to contact the habitoe
of the bars snd everything else, and explain the stabiliry
of the situation and play it ceeol.

And the combination of the two were
magnificient. We made a very, very limited number of
arrests. We were fortumate in that the combinatioam of
the show of force witheout ths necessity of the application
of such force and the response of the citizens groups was
axtremely successful in bringing the disorder under control
at a peint short of amything ether than scue malicious
distruction of property, speradic breaking and entaring.

There was no protractive fire-bowmbing,
there was two or three attempts at fire-bombing. I think
there was one or two fires im the area.

Contrasting the situstism that

existed on Twelfth Street, we find the dismetrically

BETZ, ROWLEY anDo SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS
WOQEWARR 1-3833
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opposed position. One, the police persommel was at its
lowest ebb. The populatiom demsity on Twelfth Street is

several times grester per square bleck, or square mile,

or square imch than in tha EKercheval incideat. The rupnuf
of the citizen groups apparently came at a time when the
situatieon was not amensble to this particular type of

appreach, in the absence of the stability thact ceuld have

been gained had we sufficlient manpower on site.
I don't discount the efforts, nor the |

techmique of the citizens participatiom in such a time

like this, but I think it must be done under a condition “

where those who would listen are in a positiem where they

can listen with some reason other tham just the persemal
appeal or personal magnetism of those attempting to dis-
suade them. That is wy persomal opiniea.

Of course, by that point there was 20 much confusion that
you say they were not amenable te this type of appesl.
Apparently they weren't. That is a very respomsible
people out there in an attempt te dissuade them frem their
nefarious activities. But the mext 12 days I thiak told
the stery. They were not effective.

What was the department pelicy with regard to efficers
wearing bedges during the disorder?

The pre-established department peolicy indicated that any

bright metal, any strap, anything upon which someone could

BETZ, ROWLEY anD SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REPCRTENS
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drag an officer into the crowd, or might comceivably be

a targst for a smiper, was removed. It was removed as a
matter of persomal safety.

Did you receive any reports of some officers taping the
license plates on their vehicles and numbers of their
pelice cars?

Yes, we did. We took immediately appropriate action te
cease Che precedure.

There was one officer, was there not, who repertedly fired
at a boy fleeing and did not fellew-up to see whether he
had been wounded?

Inspector Schwaller has the details, but as I recall, one
of the patrols was engaged in the fire-fight, Edmonton

and Grand River, there was some shots exchanged and there
was a4 person wounded who later died, or who was killed,
whe was not found immedistely by the patrol that did the
firiag.

This efficer later came forward and idemtified himself?

To the best of my hnowledge, he did.

1 understand that Representative DelRio was arrxested during
the diserder, de you have a recollection of that!?

I have a recollection, based on the fact that someCime
after the diserder I reacted te a request from Represemta-
tive DelRie for a return of certain arrest tickets and
fimgerprint cards which would indicate that there had beem

BETZ, ROWLEY ano SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REFCATENE
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an arrest and that such an arrest had not resulted in a
court erial.

This is a provisiom of our State Law
that requires the Police Department amd the Courts teo
deliver to the arrested subject certain information upon
their non-conviction or upon the failure of thes police to
bring the case te trial.

Do you remember the case of Jackie Lee Murdock and an
officer who was accused of taking some liberties with her
after her arrest?

Yes, I do. The offending officer was investigated, a
warrant was issued in Recorder‘'s Court. He resigned from
the Department and was brought to trial aad ultimately
convicted.

Do ysu have any recollection as to whether there are other
matters pending against this efficerx?

Operating purely from memory, I believe there were other
allegations that may still be under iavestigatiom by the
Prosecuter's effice relating te this self-same efficer.
What their status is, I don't know.

And he is no longer with the Department?

He resigned prior to the time the warrant was issued.

I think that takes care of it. Is there anything else
you think we should add te the record?

Mo, that is a therough job. I am operating from memory.
BETZ. ROWLEY anp SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REPFORATERS
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MR. JOMES: Lat the record show that

it is the recollection of the Deputy Superiatendenmt

Nichols that the log wmay have been turned over te John Ursu

of the staff of the Commission.
(Whereupon the depesition was
concluded.)

BETZI, ROWLEY aNp SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REPORTERS
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )

) SS:
COUNTY OF WAYSE )

IFICATE OF Y c

I, Robert Prost, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Oakland, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose attached depesition was
taken before me on Wednesday, January 10, 1968, was by me
first duly cautioned sad sworn totestify the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said
deposition is a true and correct transcript of the whole
of the testimony so given by the said witness upon his
oath.

I do further certify that I am not
connécted by blood or marriage with any of the parties, or
that I am not employed by either of them, mor interested
in this matter in controversy, directly or indirectly, ino
any way.

IN WITHESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunte set my
hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of

Wayne, State of Michigan, this &ﬁm “&‘?Mﬁ .

1968 - i
"' n.
' 3 o

{._ » i'{.._ -4 /}“"" f&_ni"-

Robert Prost,

Netary Public, Oakland County, Michigam.
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS
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The Deposition of CARL PARSELL, taken
before Gerald Hanson, a Notary Public within and for the
County of Wayne, State of Michigan, 823 Federal Building,
Detroit, Michigan, on Wednesday, January 10, 1968,

commencing about 5:30 o'clock in the evening.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR, NATHANIAL JONES

BETZ, ROWLEY amp SUMMERS
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Detroit, Michigan

Wednesday, January 10, 1948

About 5:30 o'clock, P, M,

CARL PARSELL, awitness

herein, after having first been duly sworn by the Notary
Publiec to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing

but the truth, testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR. JONES:

Q
A
Q
A

> OO > O > L0

For the record state your name, pleasel
Carl Parsell.
What is your occupatiom?
1 am a police officer, City of Detroit, 21 years.
1 am now President of the Detroit Police Officers
Assoclation.
Do you presently perform any police functions?
At the present time, no, I work full-time with the
Association.
Are you on leave?
Yes, I am.
And how long have you been with the Association?
Twenty-one years.
And how long have you held your present office?
1 am beginning my third year.
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Have you been on leave for these three years?

No. I have only been on -- it's only been a year since 1
have been on leave.

And can you tell us a little bit about the Association
with which you are connected?

Yes. Detroit Police Officers Association, you mean how it
was formed and that?

Yes.

It was formed 20 some odd years ago and primarily it was

a social organization, and to perform the social functions
of any organization. We have taken over the duties of the
bargaining for the Association through a law that was
inaugurated in 1965, collective bargaining law and now we
are the sole bargaining agent for 3500 patrolmen and
policewomen in the City of Detroit.

We negotliate their wages and we ==
working conditions and we are the ones that take grievances
about our working conditions and better pay and better
conditions to the Department or to the City.

Do any officers of the Department belong to your organiza-
tion, or =- I mean, any command officers?

There are no command officers. It's made up of patrolmen
only.

1 see.

And policewomen.
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Were you performing any police functions during July of
196717

Police functioms?

Yes. Were you with the Police Department in the field?
No, I was not.

Are you familiar with the practices and the policies of
the Police Department during the period of the riot in
Detroit?

I think I am, yes. Where I was not performing any police
functions during the riot, I =-- as it all started =-- I was
in Canada when the riot happened at a convention of our
International Police Association, which I happen to be a
Vice-President of. ‘We saw the news on the T.V., which
apparently was not going over here.

I called home and we exchanged infor-
mation with my f_ilj;, which they were not really apprised
of. We made arrangements to come home. We came home the
following day and I went, after dropping my bags off at
the house, I went right down to the Ford Hospital which
was in the center of the then riot zone, and I was :tl;mdiTg
the two -- three families of the injured officers.

I was with the officers and with theij
families when one took a turn for the worse and died and
when the other one took a turn for the better and started

to recover.
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Which officer was this who died?

Do you recall the name of the officer who died?

Ochelvie (7) , Ochelvie. I do not recall his first name
right now, Gerald Ochelvie was the one that died. I made
==helped make arrangements for the funeral and whatever.
1 did not make the arrangements for the funeral, but helped
make arrangements as far as the Assoclation and saw that
the family was sent to the right places and I talked to
the officers. I helped set up == assist them there at the
hospital so that people were notified where officers were.
This thing happened so suddenly
that the immediate -- a police officer would get injured,
they would take him to a hospital and because of the

gravity of the situation, like everybody else, they dropped

him at the hospital and went back into the scene, or wherever

they were working at and there for a time there they had
lost control downtown of where these injured officers were
and what was the situation.

So, I tried to initiate a control so
that anybody who came in the hospital there, that the
Administrator of the hospital would certainly get the
information from the police officer and firemen, but I

was interested in the police officers, but any injured

|

police officer that came in here to be called immediately

80 that we would know where they were because we were
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losing control. This was right after the hospital was
being fired upon as they were bringing prisoners in.

Do you know whether at the inception, early stages of the
riot the police were under any particular orders as to how
they were to act; either to use restraint or to use fire-
arms?

The information -~

(Interposing): Or were any instructions given at all?
The information that I get from my membership, as I have
already pointed out, I was not in the field, but in going
into this very deeply and talking and having many meetings
on the subject, the members had orders not to shoot. In
fact, the original orders were not to fire. In fact, the
first order -- T will get it straight in a minute, was not
to load the gun.

The original orders, as the guns were
issued, guns were put in =-- told to put in the trunk and
not to load them.

What type of guns were these?

These were the -- these were the shotguns and rifles that
they had. Now, men that went down, they had other men
that had gone from other precincts from the outer area of
the riot zone and our area here would be from the far
extreme, farthest east to the farthest west side that had

proper equipment. They went down there with guns and all
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that. These guns were even taken away from these men and
put into a group, that they would issue them out when they
were needed, but certainly the concern at the first was
certainly not to load the guns and not to take any action
out there.

Do you know from whom these orders eminated, not to shoot?
No, I do mot. I will tell you how it was. We went into
it trying to get as deep as we could and they had very
few command officers in the field, there were patrolmen.
It's a type of work that police work
is, that the police worker out there is individuals. There
was very few command officers there, but the ones that were
there were calling on their little radios to get the order
to take action and the answers that they got, wherever the
orders came from, were not to take any action.
Did there become a point in the riot, if you have heard
from == ybu heard from any of your members, at which
orders were changed and the officers were told to use what-
ever force was necessary?
Yes. And, now, 1 do not remember in timewise. It's
probably important to you, but there was a time -- but this
did not come until later that -- certainly the officers
were to use their firearms if fired upon. They were
certainly to use them in defense, but this order came,

like Monday.
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It went through Sunday and it went on
into Monday that the order was certainly to defend yourself|
but that's all. You are to use the gun to
defend yourself,
Was that prior to the National Guard coming in or after
the Guard was in, if you know?
This here, now, I couldn't say. I would have to -- I
would have to look at my records as we made the report.
In June there was a flu =- blue flu, wasn't there?
There was a blue flu, yes.
Did that have any affect upon the morale of the police
officers, the men you work with and associate with?
I feel that it had, as you put it, no effect on their
operation, 1f that's what you mean. I mean I feel that
even though there is a report here from the Michigan
University by a Doctor Caplin, I think it was -- that puts
the blame of it right on these officers and the police
strike, upon the Associlation,

His attitude was that we took the

police officers off the street during the, what you call

the blue flu, and that while they were off the street the
Negro community had no ill effects from policemen and then |
as the Caplin report goes on, it states that when the strike
was over, the blue flu was over and the policemen were

returned to the streets, that this was the trigger that --
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or, this was the spark that triggered the riot, and I have
to say this: That we had -- during our blue flu we had
more policemen on the street than we have ever had on the
streets before, because we were on l2-hour shifts, no leave
days, no vacations, no anything.

So, on paper all 3500 of our men were
working. So, they worked on two shifts, that lefr 1400
working two shifts and that meant if a thousand called in
sick, which they did not, that would still leave over a
thousand men working in each one and your report will show
that on the night of the riot, or the wmorning of the riot,
there was only a hundred and ninety-three patrolmen, much
less than a thousand, that we had on the streets during
the blue flu, but 1 feel that my proof of this, that it
did not have any effect on the people working out there,
on the men working, first of all our blue flu was not
against any citizens or against any group of citizens or
against the public at large. Our labor dispute was against
Administration of our city that refused to sit down and
bargain. There was no feeling about any -- there was any |
feeling of == I don't know how to say it, that we had
nothing confronting the public out there, be it any group.

I think further proof is that when

the officers were called in to duty they were not all

called by ranking officers. They were called on the
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telephone because of the emergency, because of many police
officers coming in to work, they were called by patrolmen,
sergeants, lieutenants, inspectors, whoever it might be.
There was no questionsof any orders.

The men were in the station, some of
them within half an hour of them being called. They came
dressed and got right into the station. They all showed
up. People returned from their furloughs.

We returned from Canada without any
orders. We, everybody over there. I was the only one
that is not doing police work, all of the rest of them
are full time policemen. We brought back, I would say,
about -- we had 12 in our delegation, I am talking about
lieutenants, sergeants, patrolmen, right down, I think we
had about 12 of us over there. They all returned to full
duty without any orders to come back and we are the union,
you might say, and we came back; so that people came in
from furloughs, came in from being off and everything else
without any orders, many of them. They just showed up for
work to be here.

I think that further proof would be
that some of these men -- now, we had a sick call, the
blue flu, as you say. MNow, some of these men were injured,
had been injured out there; went to the hespital, got

treatment and had returned to the streets, some even agains
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doctors orders and some against commanding orders that,
'"You go on home, you got your hand all bandaged up and you
go on home, or you got stitches there and you go on home,"
and these people returned right to the statiom, or right
to the streets for duty.

S0, I think that it has absolutely
no effect because I think the Department was drawn together
because something happened, and when these pecple -- when
these people are called in they were called in =-- they
weren't given an explanation when the first call went out,
which was in the morning, they were not given an explana-
tion that it was a race riot, or we are having trouble
with the Negroes, or you had better get in here or they
are going to burn down the town or anything like that.
They were just having trouble, the orders were I come to
work it was an emergency and these people came into work.
Did you hear any reports of specific acts of policemen
which indicated concern for the conditions of Negros who
were injured during the riot?

Well, I think that == I remember his question and I think

that I have to say that I don't remember any particular ==

right now, I would have to say I don't remember anything
specific == I can't say that scout car so and so had a
deal where he had this, but I know that police officers

took men, took injured Negroes to the hospital; I know
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they were fired on as they were taking them to the
hospital. I know that the ambulances had been fired on
taking injured Negroes to a hospital. I know that there
was -- there was one incident there that the == they had
-- they were protected from a fire where the Negro people
== the Negro people that lived right there came out and
guarded them.

The Fire Department would come in and
that, they came out and guarded. 'We will guard here."
Now, this is their guardian against the trouble-makers,
and, "We will put the guard here and protect you so that
nothing will happen here," so that -- they did that and
there was incidents where Negroes brought out towels,
clean towels here for these people that got sprayed --
something happened in a building, they either got all
wet, water, either a pipe busted or something that they
got all wet and Negroes that had nothing to do at all and
almost against the orders of the day. I mean, everybody
was told to keep out of there and keep off the streets and
keep in your houses and they come forward, bringing dry
towels and such to have these police officers and firemen

dry themselves off, which they actually were -- could have

had their own fear of butting in because they had ng pusiness

out there and they did this.

And they had acts of bringing coffee
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out to the police and firemen at the time, but when you
ask me the question were there any specific acts of police-
men to the injured Negro or Negroes there, I -- I don't
have that.

Would you say generally there were acts of concern shown?
Both ways, yes. I would say both ways.

All right. What was the mood of the police officers at
the conclusion of the disorders?

At the conclusion?

Yes. _

Well, I think that they were a bitter, fRustrated lot.

I think they =- and I am saying an opinion that is given
in to me. We are being trained to handle disorders and
not so much as riots or disorders like this, but crowd
control. We are being trained to handle crowd comtrol,
trouble, police are certainly in here handling trouble of
any nature, so when trouble comes that is a danger to a
community, the policemen felt that they were -- to just
use restraint -- in fact, at first it was less than

restraint, At first it was just be there, and we feel

that this -- this brought embarrassment.
It brought == I think the officer

felt that he was being degraded, not because of what he

was doing or what he mightbe doing, but that he wasn't

doing anything. He was out there and crime is happening
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in front of him, or what he feels is crime happening.
You mean the fact that he wasn't at liberty tomestrain the
looters?
Yes.
And he wasn't able to do =- use his judgment, in other
words, at the time?
Yes. The policeman felt that he was trained as a policeman
and no matter what the public might think of him it is
hard for him not to do these things. Now, here he was
standing out there and 20-feet, 30-feet away from him,
what he has considered before as crimes, people were
busting into stores, people were picking up things, people
were trying on coats and trying on hats and clothes and
things in frent of him and he is standing there and not
being able to do anything about it.

So, I think that he was a frustrated
lot and I think that he was very bitter towards -- I think
that he had his bitterness, I think, towards a -- 1 wen't
say just Administration, just teo anybedy that happened to
be in charge of this civil disorder.

I think that cthe average opinion,
right or wrong, felt that if action would have been taken
at the time that this ceuld have been contained, at least,
if not stopped. Now, I am not here to battle with the

Admidstraters, or your Committee as to what the answer was
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certainly sometime we will find out, but the average
policeman felt that he should have done something, that's
what he is trained for.

Felt that if he had been able to step in with sufficient
force in the outset it could have been nipped in the bud?
Yes. MNow, I have been -- when I make this statement the
next thing that's always asked of me is, "Well, isn't 43
people dead," you know, "enough?" and my answer happens
to be I think 43 dead is teo many and I think that
initial movement -- see, because I think what happened,
and this is where I think the policeman has the feeling.
I think that by sitting back and not doing anything I
think that we showed official €timidity and I think the
officials showed the same thing, but they did not get the
blame. I den't think that the policemen felt that anybedy
else was getting the blame.

I think that when the public saw the
policemen there not doing anything, that I think that the
man, -- the policeman, the man that was there, I think
that he felt that everybody is looking upon him as not
taking action and why don't you do something. So, I think
that this was a -- it isn't a -- I don't think it's a
guilt complex, but I think it's a complex of some type,

that he felt that he should have been doing something he

wasn't able © do, he wasn't allowed to and yet nobody elase
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got the blame but him. I think that's how their feelings

are.

[

TL,

MR. JONES: Off the record.
(Whereupon a discussion was held off
the record.)

MR. JONES: Thank you, Mr. Parsell.
(Whereupon the deposition was

concluded.)

- - -
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1-N-V-E-5-T-1-G-A-T-1-8-N
Re: Detroit, Michigan

The Deposition of WILLIAM P, WALSH and
JOHN R, BODARY, taken before Gerald Hanson, a Notary Publicg
within and for the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at
4537 Federal Building, Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday,
January 9, 1968, commencing about 10:10 o'eclock in the
forenoon.
FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

ME ., DAVID BIRENBAUM

MR, HERMAN WILSON
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Detroit, Michigan
About 10:10 o'clock, A.M,
Tuesday, January 9, 1968
WILLIAM P, WALSH, and
JOHN R, BODARY, witnesses here-
in, after having first been duly sworn by the Notary Publid
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, testified as follows:
MR, BIRENBAUM: May the record show that
the witnesses were sworn.
Would you please state your name and give
us your address?
MR. WALSH: William P. Walsh. 819 Willow
Way Estates Drive, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.
MR, BIRENBAUM: Where are you employed,
Mr. Walshs?
MR, WALSH: William P. Walsh & Company,
which is at 1575 East Lafayette, Detroit, Michigan,
MR. BIRENBAUM: And what are the activities
of the William P, Walsh Companyy
MR, WALSH: William P. Walsh & Company is a
Real Estate Appraisal and consulting firm. We deal almost
exclusively in just realestate appraising and special

analysis, feasibility studies and consulting work for citiek
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SGUALIFIED COWAT AEPORTEMR S

WD Dk W - BEES




22

23

24

23

and private individuals in real estate investment.

MR, BIRENBAUM: Would you please state your

name?
MR, BODARY: John R. Bodary.
MR, BIRENBAUM: And what is your address?
MR, BODARY: 15149 Glastonbury, Detroit.
MR, BIRENBAUM: Mr. Bodary, where are you
employeds?

MR. BODARY: William P. Walsh Company at
1575 East Lafayette.

MR, BIRENBAUM; Mr. Walsh, what is the
relationship between the INstitute for Urban Dynamics and
William P, Walsh & Company?

MR. WALSH: Well, the Institute for Urban
Dynamics was founded by myself and two other gentlemen as
a non=-profit corporation to attempt to find some of the
root causes of urban problems, particularly with reference
to real estate and with reference to the remedial programs
involved in this real estate development which, of course,
included people and all of the other skills necessary to
put together a community and Urban Dynamics, the Institute
of Urban Dynamics has existed without outside funds, and
the staff, myself, the staff of William P. Walsh & Company
and other volunteers have made up the total effort of this

organization.
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We -- no one has been paid, The organiza-~
tion doesn't pay anybody, but it just -- they are all
volunteers,

MR, BIRENBAUM: When was the Institute
established?

MR. WALSH: The Institute was established
in 1965, the spring of '65.

MR. BIRENBAUM: Now, in connection with
your business activities with the William P. Walsh Company
and your non-profit activities with the Institute for Urbay
Dynamics, have you become familiar with the urban renewal
programs in the City of Detroit and their operation?

MR. WALSH: Yes. I have become, through
business activities extremely familar with the urban
renewal program. 1 have worked either as an appraiser,
doing acquisition appraisings, or review appraisals,
feasibility studies, or disposition -- the re-use type of
appraisals on just about every project in the City of
Detroit, either all or in part, dating back to 1956.

MR, BIRENBAUM: In that connection have you
had occasion to become familiar with the attitude and view
of the residents of poverty areas in the City of Detroit
toward urban renewal programs?

MR, WALSH:; Yes, primarily because when you
are appraising a property you are in the man's living room,

BETZ, ROWLEY anD SUMMERS

GLFALIFIED SOl REFORTERS

WOODFGWARD 13813




10

11

12

13

14

15

Ib

17

iz

23

24

5

PO
and we make it a point to sit down and interview owners
and occupants and so we have literally thousands of inter=-
views of people in the poverty area under the threat of
forced moving and have had a chance to discuss their
attutude towards their own neighborhood; where they thought]
they might go; what their needs would be insofar as housing
and so forth.

MR, BIRENBAUM: Do you know approximately
how much money had been allocated for urban renewal
programs over the last five years?

MR, WALSH: 1In the City of Detroit or --

MR, BIRENBAUM (Interposing): Yes.

MR, WALSH: Gee, I don't know as a matter
of fact., It's a lot of money but I don't know.

MR, BIRENBAUM: Huuid 38 million seem like 4

MR, WALSH: (Interrupting) It wouldn't
suprise me. No, it wouldn't surprise me at all.

MR, BIRENBAUM: What has been the attitude

of residents of poverty areas toward urban renewal programsf
MR. WALSH: Well, essentially the attitudes
of residents of poverty areas toward urban renewal programs
is one of their -- is one that it is not particularly
helping them, that this is a program which simply replaces
the tax base, although they don't express it. It replaces

the tax base, is what it really does.
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What they view it as is a program to
re-establish the upper classes, the upper income classes
back in the inner city. It's just one of moving them and
in general they see no direct benefits. There are some
who recognize an indirect benefit in that it provides a
market for a house that they might otherwise be wanting to
move out of and go someplace else, but I don't believe
that the residents of the -- or, in general cthe average
citizen of these poverty neighborhoods views urban renewal
as a personal benefit to himself.

MR, BIRENBAUM: So that it would be fair to
say that there was a good deal of hostility toward urban
renewal programs among the lower income people in the Citys

MR. WALSH: Yes. Now, just to expand a
little bit on the word hostility. In your deepest sectiond
of your inner city you don't -- you don't get active
hostility. 1In other words, I would say resentment is
probably a better word. Hostility would follow when peopld
camé in and -- it was very easy to get them excited, They
had a resentment which could be led, developed into
hostility.

MR, BIRENBAUM: When the extraction became
a reality, hostility ensued?

MR, WALSH: Yes,

MR. BIRENBAUM: Now, what are some of the

BETL ROWLEY amb SUMMERS
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projects that this Institute has undertaken?

MR, WALSH:; Well, the Institute has
attempted to develop in its first project the PNAC Project

MR, BIRENBAUM: What is PNAC? Could you
tell us what PNAC is, first?

MR, WALSH: PNAC is a Positive Neighborhood
Action -- P-N-A-C, Positive Neighborhood Action Committe,
and this area, when we first went into it, had been
designated, at least in the minds of the population there,
the people there believed that someday they were going to

go to urban renewal, although the City Planning Commission

stated that they had no set plan for this, but certainly the

master plan, it was going to be urbanilized at some time.
They had a rather negative position as to where they could
go, or perception, rather,

And, so, since this neighborhood was not
immediately designated for urban renewal; since in the
long run it would probably go to urban renewal and since
there were very few specific programs designated for this
area: Since that time the model city has been overlayed
on this area, but at that time there was nothing shaking
in this particular area, so we felt it would be a good
spot to go in and test out some of the theories that we
had developed in previous Institute work, which the years

before that were essentially designated either formally

BEETZ. ROWLEY anp SUMMERS
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in the institute or informally just as individuals in
developing theories of community development, of community
values, of approaches to stabilizing communities by
maintaining sound property values and conception of
perception and so forth, so we took this area as a first
step.

Now, other things that we have been involved
with are private individual developments in which either
individuals or groups are attempting to find ways to solve
their problems. This goes from attempts to increase --
better the Negroes, perhaps situated in business; the
employment situations, and even outside educational things
that we met with. We met with organizations and groups
around the Country, actually, I mean, to find what their
experiences were,

One other point of research that we are
working on is the point of the successful transfer, or
the transfer of successful experiences. It is very curious
to us, and a real challenge to us that we can have
successful experiences as they had in the development in
Indianapolis; Action Housing in Pittsburgh, the Businessmen
Development Program in Philadelphia and many other programs
around the Country which seem to defy transfer from one

community to another and it is our current theory that the

transfer of successful experiences from one community to
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another is very much like a skin graft, very much. You
simply take a piece of skin from one hand and sew it on
the other, except that the other is rejected from the othen
spot because it takes a most skilled surgeon who knows,
with other professionals, the entire system to keep the
new location from rejecting it.

We feel that this is one of the great
problems that we face in this Country today, how to trans=-
fer successful experiences from one community to another,
which in our opinion we have to find the -- and really
learn how this system is made up so that we can get this
successful transfer.

MR. BIRENBAUM: Could you describe the
PNAC areay Where is it located?

MR, BODARY: The PNAC area is located on the
near east side of Detroit and basically the boundaries
on the South is Gratiot, on the East Mt, Elliott, on the
North Warren and on the West Dequindre and the Grand Trunk
Railroad. It is approximately this area that is serviced
immediately by PNAC. There are a hundred and twenty to
a hundred and thirty square blocks.

MR, BIRENBAUM: What is the racial compositig
in the PNAC area?

MR. BODARY: Pretty much -- the racial

composition in the PNAC area is 85 to 90 per cent Negro
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and about 10 to 15 per cent white.

MR, BIRENBAUM; And where is it located
with reference to the Twelfth Street area where the riot
occurreds

MR, BODARY: Well, the Twelfth Street area
iz on the west side of Detroit and north of the Boulevard,
and the PNAC area is south of the Boulevard on the east
side. I would imagine it's a relative area of -- or, a
distance of about four miles.

MR, BIRENBAUM: 5So they are not contiguousf?

MR. BODARY: Not contiguous, no,

MR, BIRENBAUM: When did you first become
involved wit h the PNAC group?

MR. WALSH: Well, we became involved with
the people who ultimately made up the PNAC group back in =1

MR, BODARY (Interrupting): '66.

MK, WALSH: Informally I became involved
back in about 1964 and at that time the Sophie Wright
Settlement was attempting to develop some type of a
neighborhood program and I was requested to come and talk
to the people in the given area.

MR. BIRENBAUM: That was a settlement house
in the areasz

MR. WALSH: A settlement house, yes. The
Sophie Wright Settlement, which plays a very important roléd
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in our involvement here, as -- in order for an outside
agency, or an outside group, whether it be formal or
informal, government or private, in order to come into an
area, a formal sponsor, a neutral lead into the area is
extremely important, otherwise the people tend to set up
a sort of a boundary maintenance; that your presence is

threatening to the people.

Well, in this case we used Sophie Wright and
at this settlement house =- this is a good four years ago,
I came in and talked with the people and told them that
the key to improving their neighborhood was not based on a
few people spending a lot of money, but a lot of people
spending a little money and joining together and getting
things down and at that time they develaoped a sort of a
clean-up, fix~up, palnt-up program, all on their own; got
the kids working and so forth. And this has been done in
many places all across the Country. Of cow se, it worked
out quite well and the people got a little sense of
involvement, and from that time I worked closely with the
Sophie Wright Settlement people.

Ultimately I got on their Board of Directorg
and attempted to work with them in trying to develop a
community action toward neighborhood improvement. In that
weé got from negative perception to positive perception to

community, and then it was in the Summer of 1966 that we
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came in with a formal action where we joined with the
Michigan State Department of Sociology Center for -- or,
Organizational Research Unit and the Sophie Wright Settle-
ment House and collectively we went to work on this pro-
ject,

MR, BIRENBAUM: What were some of the
activities sponsored by the PNAC organization?

MR. WALSH: Well, first of all the -- what
we did is we developed this leadership base map in which
we found -- we went out and interviewed on an informant
basis rather thanm a door-to=door basis, and found the
leaders of the community, the organizers in the community
and then as we found these we made an attempt to bring
these people together without our being present, but just
bringing them together so that they could discuss some of
the areas of common interest.

George Kelley who had Mr, Kelley's Social
Hall on Chene Street suggested they hold a meeting in his
place and they did and some, what was it, 51 different
organizers, or leadership prospects were present, and
then they at this time discussed areas of common interest
and what they could work on, kind of broke down, and from
this they started an organization known as the Positive
Neighborhood Committee.

The first action that they undertook under
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this premise or concept, rather, of developing positive
perception was an attempt to get an independent successful
experience in this area, One of the high points, surpris-
ingly, was the need for recreational space which was very
important to these people, high on their list, and sco they
at first decided that they would get together and go down
and see if they could get new recreational facilities and
they came to us and we suggested that our study had also
shown that there was a substantial number, a great number
of vacant lots in the area which had really no economic
value, in that you build a house on it and the house cost
ten thousand; when it was finished with financing available
and so forth, why, the house would be worth eight or seven|
even brand new, so these lots were selling for almost
nothing.

We suggested to them that they find out
where the recreational needs were; that they go out and
raise some money, buy these lots and put in their own
recreational facilities. They did. The first step they
made was to identify where their need was, and it was
quite amazing.

The next time they came back to us they
came back with the areas circled by -- or, squared out by
blocks and they knew how many kids at what age were in
each group and where they were currently playing and what
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their needs were, and it was just a great job., Then they
wanted to know who owned the properties and they said --
well, they had asked us as a resource to get this information
for them, who owned the properties and what they were
goned for and what they could use them for and so forth,
what the assessment might be, and we pointed out to them
that we weren't a resource of this type, we were simply =--
we would lead them to resources and we suggested that they
-- maybe the best resource for doing this was at a meeting
at our office the next day.

They sent six people who would range in age
from what, about 50 to =--

MR, BODARY (Interrupting): 65.

MR, WALSH (Continuing): ==~ 65, and they
came to our office. Jack Bodary met them and Jack's
background is in education. He spent from -- half a day
with them, taught them how to read the plat books; taught
them how to read zoning books, took them over to the
Assessor's Office, taught them how to read the Assessor's
Roles, and all of the other information.

When they came back two weeks later, 200
lots were identified with the owner's address, legal
description, assessment, lot size, zoning, a regular
professional job, and were extremely happy about it, because
this is something that they had done,.
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At this time, then, they were going to go
ahead with this recreation program, but at this time Bob
Knox of the Housing Commission called me and said that the
Archdiocese was entering into a demonstration program with
the Federal Government for this Phoenix Housing and wanted
to know if I might have some idea where they could locate
it or where they could find some land to go to them and I
told them the program in my opinion would be as much of a
failure as the normal public housing program if it was jusg
superimposed in a neighborhood, It would immediately --
this particular demonstration program on low cost, low
income housing, which is descriptive but certainly negatiuﬁ
in its approach for a neighborhood.

1 suggested that these remarkable people
that we were working with, the PNAC people might go in with
it, but I told them that I doubt it if they would simply
be the recipiants, that they have teo be in some way the
co=-sponsor, but they said that they would want to buy the
land, that they wanted to be a true co-sponsor, and that
was totally independent of what we said to them.

They sat down and they worked out their
requirements to be a part of this co-sponsorship, one that
they had at least half of the members on the Board of
Directors come from the neighborhood, and that they have

certain veto privileges in design and so forth. In other
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words, that they would be really full participants and
then they undertook this project and this project which
has been -- started off as an exciting project, new National
demonstration project with people coming in from Washington
and Harvard and so forth, and it has kind of taken them off
the target of some other minor projects, although -- well,
let's take it this way: It's taken over the recreational
program, but they have several other things that they have
shown interest in, but there is one particularly which
identified this proper action that I would like Jack Bodary
to explain, the recreational program.

MR, BODARY: Right. About the time of the
riot these people had the Campau School which has a large
play area, but it was not able to be used by the kids in
the area for the last 15 to 20 years. They had gone back
and forth from the school Board to the Department of Parks
and Recreation, to the Police, and they could get nobody
to say yes, that the kids could use it. So, Mrs. Rushing,
oné of the members of the PNAC Group who was very intereste
in recreation, called the Police, the Board of Education,
the Department of Parks and Recreation and CHAMP, the
Federal Agency for Recreation; got them all together at a
meeting and said, "Now, here is the problem: We would like
to have it open and what can we do? You people settle ic.'

Once these people sat down, these four
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agencies together, in an hour's time the Police said,
"All we have to do is have somebody tell us not to chase
the kids off." The School people said, "It's all right
with us to use our property.'" The Recreation People said,
'Well, I think, you know, we can't afford to staff it, but
it would be all right if you can get people to staff ic,"
and CHAMP said, 'We will get people to staff it," and in
an hour's time the thing was open.

Another thing has come up since this thing
and that is at Northeastern. Their relationship with the
School Board, they are one of the first in the City that
we know who have parent advisory groups to the Principal
at Northeastern High School, involving all school matters,
changes in curriculum, building, and all the rest, and this
has all been through a positive attitude on how can we help
you to make this neighborhood better.

MR, BIRENBAUM: Getting back to the
recreation situation, did PNAC raise some money =-

MR, WALSH (Interrupting): Yes,

MR. BIRENBAUM (Continuing): =-- to purchase
some of the lots that you described?

MR, WALSH: Yes, they raised some money.

MR, BIRENBAUM: How much was that?

MR, WALSH: 1 forget,

MR, BODARY: They had pledged, and the
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pledges are still being paid, by the way, but they had
pledged at that time something around --

MR, WALSH: It was around $3,000.

MR, BODARY: (Continuing) == $3,000 from
the different block clubs and the communities in the area.

MR, WALSH: What they did, they went to all
the organizations, clubs, and each one pledged so much.
They put up this money and when they went into the building
program they didn't have it immediately available, apparent
the Diocese loaned the money to them and they are paying
it back.

They are still moving ahead on this and
they are raising money many differant ways, not only from
the block clubs pledges they are raising, but within
PNAC themselves, dang a few things, they are doing some
things to raise some money.

MR. BIRENBAUM: Off the record.

(Whereupon a discussion was held off the

record.)

MR. BIRENBAUM: We understand that the
PNAC area did not -- strike that.

We understand that the peoplein the PNAC
area did not actively participate in the riots at all,
but took actions to prevent the riot from actually spread-

ing over into their territory.
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Could you tell us =-- strike that.

Are you familiar with the characteristics,
racial and housing, welfare and others, sociological, of
the areas where the riot actually did take place; the
Twelfrh Street area and some of the other places in
Detroit where == which subsequently were affected by the
riot?

MR, WALSH: Yes,

MR. BIRENBAUM: How would you compare, using
those criterion, the Twelfth Street area and some of the
other areas where the riot actually spread out into, with
the PNAC area?

MR, WALSH: Well, starting with the Twelfth
Street area, The Twelfth Street area is the most logical
tinderbox area in the City of Detroit, It is semi=-unique
when you compare it to any of the other areas, either the
FNAC area or any of the areas to which the riot ultimately
spread.

In direct comparison between the PNAC area
and the Twelfth Street area we find that the Twelfth Streed
area is of a substantially higher population density; a
more-- a younger neighborhood, in that there are more youn
people of employable age who are not employed, and probably
greater extremes in income, in that there are within the

area -- there are people who are -- professionals, and
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people who have good jobs at a higher income, but then you
have got == when you get to this large number of unemployec
you reach rock bottom.

Now, in the PNAC area, it's a more mature
and older neighborhood, more stabile in that the people
are either employed, or in some kind of relief program,
but a much smaller number of unemployed.

The housing in the Twelfth Street area, they
are substantially higher. There are a number of apartments
larger houses, a greater capacity for population density,
physically the capacity for this density does exist.

There in the PNAC area you are talking
about frame, one-story houses with some two-story houses
intermixed, on 25 and 30 foot lots, mostly 30 foot lots.
As I said, that you don't have the population densities,
they are one or one and 4 half story houses and a number
of twos, but no where near the population density and the
area is really a quieter spot.

Now, insofar as you don't -- you don'tC
develop the pedestrian traffic on any of the streets,
Chene Street would be an example. Compared pedestrian
traffic on Chene Street to Twelfth Street, there is just
no comparison.

This area, the PNAC area has probably gone
through a great part of its transition and it's slowed dowr
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although it was never really much of a swinger neighborhood
as Twelfth Street has become.

The factor of employment is -- these people
are employed in the PNAC area. Those who are employed are
employed at not high paying jobs, but steady types of
things, and where this area, the PNAC area is similar to
many of the areas that the riots did in fact expand into,
as Detroit is essentially single family residence type of
a city, which just parenthetically is one of the reasons
that a great number of people thought the riots could nevex
have occurred here, because it's spread out so far, but in
many of the areas the riots spread out, you had a similar
type of situation, single family homes, frames, and not
the same population density that Twelfth Street had.

In the area, the PNAC area, about 4U per
cent of the single family residences were owner=-occupied,
and by owner we mean the person either owns it or is bying
it on some kind of financing, land contract; and the Twelfth
Street area, you would have a similar, perhaps a slightly
higher number of people buying their own homes where you
have single family residences, but the higher percentage
of apartments and flats produced a substantially higher
number of renters and with this you had the -- the Twelfth
Street, you have got a lot of bad buildings, very tough to

maintain large buildings, they are tough to maintain. You
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have got problems, rats and sanitary problems and so forth
which I don't think are greatly different per capita than
they would be in the PNAC area, except that the concen-
tration of people make the concentration of restaurants
and so forth a much more serious problem.

MR, BIRENBAUM: So that, taking into con-
sideration what actually did happen in terms of the areas
which were eventually effected by the riot, it would be
your judgment that the PNAC area would be =-- would have
been a logical candidate for having become involved in
some way in the riot itself, although it would not have
been a logical candidate for a place where the riot would
actually originate?

MR, WALSH: It could not have been the
tinderbox, but there is no reason in my mind for the riots
not to have extended up and down Chene Street without some
kind of action to prevent it. Chene Street had similar
concentrations of stores and services as did Mack, Mack
running just to the north -- just on the south side of
this area. Mack was very hard hit and very, very similar
neighborhood characteristics, very similar neighborhood
characterisitics.

1 think the one other factor that I think
1 should probably point out is in the Twelfth Street area,

in this tinderbox area and the areas around it, that --
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the number of younger people, 1 think that if we talk
about this riot as an anti-establishment riot, I think
it's very important to recognize that this is not purely
a riot of the disadvantaged; that a great percentage of
the riot thrust comes from the disillusioned and I think
that this point of disillusionment which had heavier con-
centration in Twelfth Street and surrounding the Twelith
Street area, because of a higher percentage of the unemploj
ed people, younger people, made it the tinderbox.

MR, BODARY: I think one of the other
differences in the two neighborhoods is in fact the PNAC
area is actually an older area as far as the residents
themselves are concerned. They have been located there
much longer than in the Twelfth Street area.

MR, WALSH: I would say it's more estab-
lished even though it's an older area and if you drove
through the two I would say that you would rather live
there.

MR, WILSON: Okay. Thank you, gentlemen.

(Whereupon the depositions were concluded.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) S8,
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

I, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigag, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose attached sworn deposition
was taken before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me
first duly cautioned and swern to testify the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said
deposition 1s a true and correct transcript of the whole
of the testimony so given by the said witness upon his oath

I do further certify that I am not connected
by blood or marriage with any of the parties, that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this
matter in controversy, directly or indirectly, in any way.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of

Wayne, State of Michigan, this }{r: day of _;i{i‘?.tmt-"ﬂi =
- . =

1968, A.D.

'i o |
,—Jﬁm{i /y"yjh
Gerald Hanson

Notary Public, Wayne County, Michigan
My Commission expires November 12, 1968
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RATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS
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Re: Detroit, Michigam )
el ol
The Deposition of CAROLE WILLIAMS, taken
be® re Robert Frost, a Netary Public withim and for the
County of Qakland, State of Michigan, on Thursday,
January 11, 1968, at 457 Federal Building, Detreit,

Michigan, commencing at 9:30 e'clock in the foremoen.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMLISSION:

MR. DAVID BIRENBAUM
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EXAMIRATION BY MR. BIRENBAUNM:

FAQE

Detreit, Michigam
Thursday, Januoary 11, 1968
About 9:30 eo'cleck, A. M.
CAROLE WILLTIAMNS, after
haviag been first duly eworn by the Motary Public te tell
the truth, the whole truth, and mothing but the truth,
testified as follows:

MR. BIRENBAUM: May the record show
that the witness has been sworn.
Would you please state your name and give us your address.
Carele Willisms, C-a=-r-e~l-e. My home address, 5723
Vermont. My office address, 6061 Crand River. The
telephone number there in the office is 894-6990.
Mrs. Williams, where are you now employed?
I am not employed at all actually.
I see. What iz your eccupatisa?
I was a teacher. And I am on leave to direct the program
on a veluatary basis for now,
And were you a teacher in the Detroit Scheol System?

Yes, I was for seven years.
In what scheel were you teaching?
At McMichael Junior High Scheel.
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Does that school serve the Detroit Inter~City area?l

Yes, it does. It is appreximately five blocks =-- no,

eight blecks from the Twelfth Street area,

And you taught there for seven yearsT

Yes, I did.

Have you taught amywhere else?

Yes, for a brisf period I taught at what is known as the
Northwast Sectiom, which is predominataly a white sectiom,
for one year.

What isysur educational backgreumd?

I have a B.A, degree from Wayme State University and I am
working on my Masters at the University of Michigaa.

You thea left the Detroit School System when?

This past October, 1967.

And what was the purpese of your leaaviag the scheel system?
I had hoped that I could direct the Velunteer Placement
Coxrp and work at the same time, but after I got involved

1 feund that this was really going to require a full-time
position in terms of getting jebs open and finding out what
total job traiming programs were open. Therefore, I asked
the Board for a leave of absence to direct the program on
a full-time basis.

Would you describe the nature of this program that you
just referred to?

The purpose of the program is to place graduating youngsters
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inte college, to job training programs, or on a job,
immediately after graduatioa.

We hopa to achieve this by actually
registering the youngsters in the program before he
gradustes. We would prefer the llth grade, but as it
stands now -- because we feel this is extrewmely urgent --
we are registaring them in the first month of their Semior
year.

Before getting inte a discussion ia detail of hew this
program operates, would you tell us whether you conducted
a study before lsunching this pregram?

Yes.

Inte the relationship between educatioa in Detroit and
employment for yeungsters graduating from the Detreit
School System?

Yes. We comducted a study of Morthwestern High Scheol on
Grand River and West Grand Boulevard. The study was made
of the gradusting class of June, 1967.

We called the youngsters. This was
a phome study. And because I was familiar with quite a
number of the youngstexs, 1 felt fairly free in talking.
And I felt they were quite open with me.

We found that between June and roughly
the middle part of September that less than 10 per cent
of them seemed to be empleyed or on the way to cellege.
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How many youngsters did yeu survey?

We called close to 300,

And this is Nerthwesterm High School!?

Nortlwestern High School.

Where is that located?

Grand River and West Grand Boulevard. Agaim, that teo is
sight blecks from the Twelfth Street area.

I see. Does it serve children living in the Twelfth Screet
areal

Yes, it does. Alse the Grand River -- Gramd River was one
of the real target areas ia the riot, And this high
school was right in the middle of it.

Did you, in conductiag yeur study, also look inte the
employment status of youngsters whe had drepped out of the
school system befere graduating?

Yes.

What did yeu find?

We found that at least 50 par cent of the youngsters that
we suxveyed, which was roughly about 50, that we were
able to contact, were empleyed. And they were the same
ages as the number of students who had graduated from
Northwestern in Jume of 1967.

When you say “"we" who was working with you?

Douglas Ross, the other teacher that helped me start the

pProgram.
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He too is a teacher im Detroit?
Ae was, He also is assisting to direct this program.
Ia comnectisn with this survey of graduates from North-
western High Scheol, did you alse get in touch with
employers or prospective emplovers?
Yes, I did. 1 have talked te Michigan Blue Cress, Blus
Shield Insurance Company, and this is in regards te the
== pur pllet program, and this private program is coming
out this momth.
I understand. What I wanted to get into is whether you
explored the reasons from the smpleyer's point of view
or this lack of esploymsat for youngsters graduating from
Morthwestern High Schoel.
I have talked with employers. And, of course, at lemgth
with the Wichigan Employmeant Security Commission. And te
be very framk with you, I feel that they are net really
aware of the real preblem that a high schoel yeungster
has. They continus to say, "Wall, we are geing te give
tests, snd we will give interviews, and we will see.”
But, you see, we find that no jeb
effer or smything can be meaningful, no job training
program can be metaningful uanless there iz almost a
guarantee of a job beyond this. Kids have beea disillu-
sioned a long timse. And, unfeortunataly, ths empleyers
kept looking for super humsn beings. They don't leek fer
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people that they have to train directly on the jeb. And
this is a preblem that I have been running inte.

But, at the same time, I do seem to

feel some breakthrough, such as Michigen Blue Cress and

Blue Shield. They want to do something in this area, and |
they are asking for help. And I think their case is |
indicative of many employers that simply want to know how [
to go about it. They want quality, yet they want to help )

|

too.

In connection with your comversatiom with these employers,
did you discuass with them their opinion of the degress from
Inter=City High Schools, the value of an Inter-City High
School degree?

No, I didan't. But I will say this, 1 got a strong feeling
that they were hesitant. It wasn't something that was sald
out directly, mo. But they were hesitant. And they were
aware =-- they felt -- the feeling is that the youngsters
graduating from Inter~City High Schoels are just not
prepared. The youngsters feel this alse, by the way.

That he is not prepared?

That he is not prepared.

Now, subsequent to your completion of this study, did you
then embark upon a program designed to mlleviate the
problems that you discussed?

Yes, 1 did. And I considered this an action program. We
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decided co call cthe program a Volunteer FPlacemsnt Corp
because the whole program depends tetally om volunteers.
We became a tax-exempt nem-prefit erganizastion in August.
When you say "we,” who else is invelved with you in this?
Douglas Ross, Christine McChee.

Is she alse a2 former teacher?
Former teacher. And she works with CORE, Congress Of
Raclal Equality. She is not working full-time on the
program. Douglas Ross, he comes in and helps where ha
can. 1 am the only one that is here all day, everyday,
seven days a week.

At any rate, we felt that the Voluntee
Flacement Corp should =-- it's main objective was te put
the commmity in comtact with the student and the students
problem. And at the same time, give the community, through
the velunteer, the necessary know how for helping this
youngster inte a gainful career after graduatiem.

We found that, really, many of the
Federal programs were there, but quite frequemtly the
income eriteria was a deterrent for, let's say, a paremt
that earned five theusand dollars a year with three
children in the family, yet his son graduated frem high
school, not prepared to do anything. He still wanted to
be trained, but he doesm't go down to MDTA, because he
earned wore than three thousand dollars within this level.
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counts to him. What we think as adults means nething.
But his peer group, "See, you haven't dene very much, see
what I am deing now." Then the inceative is te stay in
school, because schoel has real meaning.

This program provides volunteer counselors to youngsters
whe graduated from the Inter~City schools?

Ne, not graduated, before they graduate.

1 see.

The voluateer has six months to werk with cthe student hnfnJ
he comes out of school. The velunteer is ask to check with
Blue Cross and Blue Shield, checking with MDTA for the
apprenticeships, register two nights a week.

S0, you are engaged in develeoping job oppertunities and
then the velumteer commmicates this knowledge and imforma-
tiom to the student and attempts to motivate him te pursue
the employment oppertumity?

That is right.

And this is carried eut as well with higher education?

Ch, yes.

You are visiting collegesa?

Oh, yes.

Attempting to identify eppertumity foxr higher educatiom

sud te motivate the yeungsters in the Detreit Scheol
System to take advantage of the opportunitiss?

That is right. In fact, I would like to use wuch wore tham
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“motivate.” I would like to use the word "Take them."
We ask our velunteers Lo be prepared to take the youngster
in your car and actually take them down to Wayne State
University and take the test, if they have to. Be prepared
in the event the kid cannot get transportatiom and lives
a2 long way from the possible place of employment, be
prepared to take off a day and take the youmgster for an
interview for a job.
How, are these volunteers pald?l
No, no velunteer is paild at all.
And are you conducting this program under a gramt or under
a governmental support of some kind?
I presented the pregram to the Ford Motor Company in
August, and in October I received an imicial $5,000 gramt,
which was used to take youngsters to Atlanta to go visit
Negre colleges there. And to take them to Hampton
Institute to show them what campus life is like, dermitory
life is like. We let them participate in the xecreatiomal
activities, football games, dances, they attemded plays;
a full free days cultural experience right on a cellege
campus .

And you might note I did choose
Hegre colleges. I did this because it is important that
what schoel we put our youmgsters in, that first that
initial year they feel some sense of pride and belonging.

BETZ, ROWLEY ano SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REFORTERS
WOODWARD 1-3F38



https://goveraaeat.al
https://traaaportati.Ga

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

21

23

24

25

FAGE

T

Mﬂtﬂﬁl}, no other university has
been yet able to do a fairly good job of that. The Regre
youngster is still isolated on the campus.

So, I feel it vitally importaat that he
feels he belongs and he gets over the hump and grind of
the studying. And he can do it among his peer group,
people that speak his language. And then after the firat
year or two years, he feels secure himself enough te come
to a Northern University, and whether accepted or not,
continue to achieve.

Referxing ageain to your survey you comducted, did you
prepare your findings in a writtem form?

I have scattered notes. And I will be very framk, we were
really rushing to get this out and get the program on the
road before schoel started. And, actually, after about
the first 100 students we were convinced. We already had
the idea. We were convinced we were heading om the right
track. I kept scattered notes. I have not written them
up. They are in note form and can easily be writtem up,
yes.

Did you present your findings to the Detroit Board of
Education?

I discussed it with them. I didn't present them in paper
form, no. Well, the Detreit Board of Education was

receptive, yes. It is a program that I thimk that ==
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won't have to present it, particularly. I think they are
aware of it themselves.

I tried to get, threugh the Board's
records, the number of youngsters who had actually been
placed in college or where they went. And we were not able
to get any figures of any sort, you see. And I thimk that
they are aware that somebody needs to know where our
youngsters are going. And they haven't been equipped te do
ic.

Do you know whether any other group has made a similar
studyl

No, I dom't., I do know there is a group, Higher Educationa]
Opportunity Committee, working out of Wayne State Universit)
They are trying simply to do a fairly geed job of locating
possibly college potential youngsters. Again, the emphasis
is college bound studeats.

Is your knowledge no one slse has made a study of the
employment and higher educatienal status of graduates from
Inter=City High Schools?

Not that I know of. 1 went to the Michigsn Empleyment
Security Commission that sctually registers every student

in the city, and they have no recoxd.
Do you have saything further that you would like to tell
us? ‘

No, I thimk that is just abeut it, ‘
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We de have a Board of Directors that I
was able to get going for me. Two of them have been

working on the new Detroit committee. Mr. Levi Jacksoa,

and Doctor Charles Stewart.
Have you prepared a summary of your program im written |
form?

It will come cout in =« well, the initial synopsis is here.
But the actual report as te how far we have gone into and
up to this point will not be out before the last of this
month. This is when I will meet with my Board of Directors
and make a full report as to our status for beginning
1968.

1 band you this document mtltl;lsd "Volunteer Placement

Corp, Incerporated, a synopsis of purpose and program,”

dated 1967. Is this the initiz]l synopsis that you refer
to? |
Yes, it is.

This synepsis will be incerporated im the record as an
exhibit., I believe the number would be D-17.

1 might add one thing, and if adding can mean that you can
make a suggestion, I have been looking very stromgly at

the Federal programs here, and I would like to suggest

pessibly thar one thing be considered and be considered '

very strongly, and that is a possibility of making facilities

available to all youngsters within Negro communities. It
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is not, again, == I can't over emphasize this == that
every youngster is poor. It ils that they need help. And
many of the programs are designed to give the type of help
they need. And beyond the training program they offer,
there should be a definite attempt to get defimite
commitments for jeb placement. Because no program is going
to be realistic to a youngster -- and Chey are very realistic
== ynless we can show them there is a possibility eof really
getting employment afterwards. Otherwise, the word goes
out again that it is a sham. That iz it, thank yeou.

(Whereupon the deposition was comcluded.)

- - -
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) 88:
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOT C

I, Robert Prost, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within end for the County of Qakland, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the wicness whose attached deposition was taken
before me on Thursday, January 11, 1968, was by me first
duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said
deposition is a true and correct transcript of the whole
of the testimony so given by the said witness upon her
oath.

I do further certify that I am not connectef
by bloed or marriage with any of the parties, that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested, directly
or indirectly im this matter in controversy, in any way.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of

Wayne, State of Michigan, this &ﬁ'ﬁ-y nf&w__p
1968, A. D. I N

Robert Prost
Hotary Public, Oakland County, Michigan.
My Commission expires November 28, 1971.
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NATIORAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS

The Deposition of STANLEY WEBB taken
before Mignon E. Attard, a4 Notary Public within and for
the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at 457 Federal
Building, Detroit, Michigan, om Thursday, January 11,

1968, commencing about 11:00 o'clock in the forenoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:
MR, DAVID BIRENBAUM
MR. MERLE McCURDY

HB., NATHANIEL JONES

BETZ, ROWLEY anD SUMMERS
QOUALIFIED COURT REFDETERS

WD W aRD A8l




10

12

13

15

1]

17

18

13

20

21

22

23

24

235

s £ F Lo P L B L

=

Detroit, Michigan
Thursday, Japuary 11, 1968
About 11:00 o'clock, A.M,

STANLEY WEBB, a witness herein,
having first been duly sworn by the Notary Public to tell
the truth, the whole truth am nothing but the truth,
testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR, BIRENBAUM:
Would you state your name, plesase?
Stanley Moses Webb.
And where do you live, Mr, Webb?
16612 Normandy .
And that is in the City of Detroity
Yas.
And where are you pressntly employed?
Detroit Board of Education.
What is your position with the Board of Educatiom?
Administrative Assistant to the Detroit High School Study
Commission.
And were you formally on the staff of the Community
Relations Service?
I was smployed 4s summer consultant to the Community
Relations Services,

Were you in the riot area, Twelfth Street area on Sunday,

BETI, ROWLEY amnD SUMMERS
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the first day of the riot, June of 1967, July?

July 23, yes.

And where were you, where were you located at that poimt?
At about 1:45, between 1:45 and two o'clock I would be tnl
the area of Twelfth and Clairmount, down to Twelfth and
Virginia Park.
When did you first enter the area?
It was about 1:45,.
P.M,?
That was 1:45 P.M., yes.
Were there crowds then on the street?
There were crowds on Twelfth Street, there were crowds on
Fourteenth Street and all of the streets running perpen-
dicular to Twelfth and Fourteeath.
And approximately how many people would you say were out
on the street at that time?
A rough guess, around two to three thousamn people in the
area.,
Were these predominently young people or was this a mixed
group?y
It was a mixed group, young, old, mala, female.
Could you observe any of the looting that was going on --
strike that.

Had looting begum at that point?

Definitely. It had been in progress evidently prior to my
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arrival and was continuing throughout the time I was
there.

Could you describe how long it was carried om?

Particular on Twelfth and Clairmount and the next street
going South there was a shoe store on the corner, on the
Northeast corner, as well as there was a store in the
next block with three cordons across the street. Younger
boys, I would say between the ages of 15 and 20 would
attempt to break in one place and as the cordon of police
would brimg their rifle to port arms and moved toward the
group, the group would then go down the alley and come
out on Clairmount and Twelfth and break into the other
place. It was a cat-and-mouse game, seemingly. This
seemad to be the tactics up and down Twelfth,

This was taking place up and down the entire street as
far as you could see?

Right, as far as 1 could see,

And after the youths who were engaged in breaking into
these stores had left the stores did the crowd then enter,
more people go im?

More people went in and stayed for a short while, then
the place started burning.

1 see. Could you see, did you see anyone actually ignitiag
buildings or ==

(Interrupting): No.
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How would you characterize the mood and attitude of the
people who were out on the street at that time?
1 would interpret that as complete freedom without
restraint.
Were thay generally happy or was there, did you detect a
sense of anger or =--
(Interrupting);: I dida't see any tears, You can strike
that.
That is all right.
No one appeared to be unhappy. It appeared as though, to
me, anyway, that this was the maximum participation of
the poor, 1f you will.
Were there large numbers of people who were observing what
was going on but not participating in ity
1 would say there were more people observing than

participating.

To your knowledge were these people who were ocbserving
what was going on residents of the area-

I would say they were residents of the area. There were
people coming out from houses on porches, what have you.
Most of the people, I would say, were residents of the

area bacause of the way thay were dressed.
How were thay dressed? I
Some people still had on bedroom clothes, robes. It is

kind of hard for me to say. These people don't wear
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bedroom clothes all the time. I am quite serious. I
would suspect from this that these were people that lived

in tha area, As I indicated from the people on the porchds
going into the houses, there seemed to be the kind of
expressions between peopla that are very familiar with
each other.

Were you able to observe the behavior and activities of
the policet

Yes, 1 was, and J --

(Intexposiag): What were they doing?

Whan I drove into the area the police had blecked off the
streets that run perpendicular to Twelfth Street and
Fourtesenth Street, They had these wooden horses across
the street. This was my first encounter with the police
and I parked my car in one of the areas that were blocksd
off.

The police just moved the horse and let me
drive in without any questions or any indicatioms. Otherps
seeméd to be doing the same. The police would pull the
horses back and pull, let the people go through. They
were laughing and talking and joking with the peeople up
and down the street. This was on Fourteeanth Street, one
block West of Twelfth Street.

The peolice on Twelfth Street seemed to be
assigned every other block. Therewere about 12 officars

BETZ. ROWLEY ano SUMMERS
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that made somsthing up like a squad and they were lined

across tha streat just standing. They too were joking

with the crowds at times, at times just stamding there in
4 lioe across the street.

As these kide, as I mentioned previcusly
would attempt to break dowa the irom mesh aroumd some of
the stores, one sergeant, squad, moved from the middle
of the imtersection, brought their guns to port arm and
headed toward the kids. Then the kids ran away. The
policessa walked back to their eriginal posts uatil the
kids then broke in a block away and again they brought
their guns to port arms amd headed toward the kids whe
wers breaking in. However, I should say at the same time
1 was standing close to one of the squads and as the
officers pullasd the helmat protectors down over their
face, brought their rifles up and started to walk, a
barrage of bottlss and bricks were thrown at ths cops amd
I was between the cops and thoss throwiamg the bottlas
and got out of the way.

The cops were deoing nothimg but walking
towards the peopls ia, I guess, military manner.

Did they make an affort to arrest the youngstars who had
besn sngaged in breaking into any of thesa stores?
At this tise, saround two e'clock, I dida't see officers

making any arrests at all. There was one group of officer
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1 beliave they were Commandoss, that were a bit firmer
and & bit more aggresive than the ether officers which I |
suspect were regular police officers. These were the ;u:+
with the bayonets on their guns. They were very firm on
the streets that they were blocking off. Thay would let
mobody through, what have you. Their bshavior was quite
different to the other police officsrs.

Did they make an effort to sweep the strests, disperse
tha crowdsy

In the area I was in they did, but as they went through
then the crowd came right back behind them.

The crowd would reformy

That's right.

The ares which they had cleared?

That's correct.

But there was, at that time, no resistance, no actual |
incidents of fighting between the police and the cxowd? |
No.

Were you in the area when the fire trucks were sant im to
extimguish the fires which had been igaitedy

Yes. This was going on as the kids were breakisg imto

the placas down the strest. First, let me tell you, the
area I was in. 1 would say, as you know, Twelfth Street
runs for about, I would say, tem blecks, maybs fiftesnm

blocks from Clairmount to the Boulevard and it appsared
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as though the whole street was ablaze at that particular
time I was there. Fire engimes would go from one end of
sach block to the next amd thay ware up and down this
whols taa-block area.

I dou't thisk they would localize. Ia the
area ]| was im they would no more tham start and there were¢
five blocks sway, there were fires mushrooming up.

1 see. What was the response of the crowd im your area
whars you ware statiomed, to the fire trucksy

The trucks, thers would be no -~ there was no difficulty.
Peopls would move out of the way amd fire trucks would
come screaming with sirens dowm the street. The paople
moved out of the way, however, as they did go by you could
heaar bottles smashing against the side of the truck or a
brick, but there was mo interfercace with the firemsa at
all.

Mo afforts to preveant them from puttimg ocut a firey
No.

Now, for how long did you remsim im the Twelfth Strest
Area om Sumday?

I stayed until about 5:00 P.M., appreximately.

During the time between your eatry into the area, I
belisve you stated early aftermoom, and five P.M., could
you detect any changes im the attitude of the crowd and
behavior of the policer
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Ficst of all let wme talk about the crowd. Prior te
lsaving it appeared as though up in the area of Twelfth
Strest the places that could have been looted were looted.
Many of the places were gutted because of the fires. 5o
around that time I would say most of the peopls had moved
off of Twelfth Strest because there was very little
activity going on. The polies officers wers nc longer
stationsd at thase intarval blocks. Evidaently they had
been removed. They had taken down the road blocks im the
cross stresats. Thay were no loager there. Thare was
quits a bit of activity on the part of the Firs Dapartmant|
I did witness a change ia actitude of a lot of the crowd
because as ] said previeusly, the pscple were resideats of
the area and many homss were burning at the time.

1 think the feeling was that this is no
lomgar a joyous, jovial thing, it was their own homes
burning and neighbor's homss buraning, 1 thiak chis
changed quita a bit, coupled with there was no more
excitessnt on Twelfth Street. This changed the attitude
of miny of the peoplas,

Whan you say changed, you msan theay bacass,6 were they --
striks chat.

When you say that their attutude chamged
do you msan they becams hestils towards the riot itself

O =
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carrying the flames from particular business establish-

m—tX
(Iaterposing): Well, some of the people were, the
attitude towards each othar inm a large part, you know.
Licttle kids, youngsters, young adults that

ware breaking and burnimg things weren't treated as jeviall
and as happily by the older psopls becauss many of the

older pesple's homes were on fire. Thers seemed to be a |
shift im the wind around that time on particularly u—m!
which I had gone over to Limwood, also, The wind was '

ments. I think the name of the place was Turmer-Brooks
Carpst Place. It was on fire, The wind had carrisd the
fire sastwardly to the residential areas amd the peocpls
bad started taking the stuff out of the houses for five or
8ix houses dowa the street because they could see their
house was geing to bura mext.

1 think this, in a way, affected the change
of attitudes in the area I was iam.

In the area ia which you were located did you ses any |
attempts made by groups of citizens to assist the fire
fighters extiaguishing the fires that had been sety

I dida't see any assistance., I dida't see any assistance

at all. 1 saw particularly on the streets where homes
were burming, people goimg down to the cormer and Mlhr].n#,
flagging dowm, trying to stop the fire trucks to come to |
their houses. So far as the firemen being assisted by
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citizens, 1 dida't see any.
Hait a minute, I did. This was after I had
returmed on Twelfth Street where, like I said, there wereamft

very many people arocund and just the firemsn workimg. You
bhad aay number of psople halping the firemsn lift those
hoses apd hook up hoses and moving the debris so the fire-
mén eould get to these placas that ware burnimg. That was
the ealy real assistance 1 saw.

When you say you returmed to the Twelfth Stxeet azea, 1 |
taks it what you msan is you were walkiang through a largsr,
area, throughout mest of that three-hour pariedy

I returned to the Twelfth Street area after I had attended

a msating at the Teath Precinct Police Statiom. There uui
a mating of, I guess, citizens mesting thars that was |

bheld by the Mayor amd Police Commissionsr, the Assistant
|

to the Police Commissionar, John Coayers, thare were about
4 hundred psopls thare, |
What was the purpose of this sseting?

1 lsarnsd of the meeting from a fellow named Bob Keadall
and Comgresssan Diggs, that a meeting was being held at

tha Teath Precinct with these City Fathars. I am not too

claar on the purpose of the mseting. utht.ti-liun'L.

1 coulda't say what they purpose was, however, in Ittlﬂi.lk
the msating the Mayor, 1 believe, said that the meeting |
was being held to see what could be done. I believe this
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is, you know, what he said, why ha said the sseting had
been called.
Wera thers any decisions made at that mseting ia rterms of
action that would be takamy
Wall, at the meeting, as the Mayor said, it was to decide
what could be done, but to me it turmed out that the
Mayor and the Police Commissioner pulled the peopls
together to tall what would be done, net what could be
doma, or to try to gaim insight from the psople. 1 am
pratty sure he said that the imitial Natiomal Guard would
come im, that property, lives would be protected, that be
was asking for assistance from the Federal Government
alse,
Was there any discussiom about using the Michigan State
Policer
The tome of the mseting was that the several lsaders,
comminity laadars, had implorsd of the Mayer to do what-
ever was necessary in terms of ferce to stop the riot and
the Mayor did say he was tryimg to, was contacting the
Governor cencerning ths Hatiomal Guard and I also belisve
he said that the State Polics were on their way or readily
available. I can't recall exactly how, which the situation
was.

MR. BIRENBAUM: Off the record,.

(Discussion off tha recoxd.)

BETZ. ROWLEY AND SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REFORTERS |
WOLEWARE 1,980 |




13

14

15

16

17

18

20

1

23

4

25

FIGET
{(By Mr. Birenbaum,6 coatimuing): 5S¢ that the Mayor at
that mseting, indicated he would use whatever force was

nscessary to suppress tha riot?

Right.

Were there amy other decisions approved at that mseting?
Yes, a group of ministers decided they would meet the
following day, I guess that would be Monday, at elevea
o'elock at Reverand Aubrey's church, I don't know the name
of the church, to see what rols they could play. They
had decided at that time there was nothing they could deo.
Tha best thing was to stay out of the way and encourage
whosver they talked to to stay out of the way.

However, during that meeting there was a
complaint by a nusber of people about the attitude and the
performance of the police commandoss. Thers was a young
kid named Charles Colby. He brought up during the meeting

‘that might balp in some way, the commandoas could be

controlled a littls better tham they were baimg coantrollad
There ware a fow dissident voices after lsavimg that
reposed to doing whatever was pessible using force to
quell the riot. I think the voices went unhsard.

These voices you refer to, were they the voices of citizensy
Citisens that lived in the area. Oddly enough there was
a whits fellow there that spoke up against the extrems
use of force and there was ssveral colored psopla there
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that spoke out agaimst the use of hﬂi, uscentrolled
use of force. No decision was made on those issuves.

In fact, the Mayor had to leave, He left with the Comgress-

man, then the mseting dissipated.
Were thare any specific alternatives te force proposed by
thase citizensy

I don't think thers were any dternatives, just the requast
not to use sxtreme force. 1 dom't recall amy alternatives
being offered.

How, ovar tha three to feur hour pariod durimg which yeu
were in the riot area on Sumday, were you able to detect
any signs that the people who were engaged in loeting and
fira bombing or fire setting, were ia any way organized
or directed ia their astivitissy

I didn't ses any organized -- I didn't witness amy orgaa-
izad plam or what have you, but these youngsr kids, few
elder folks with them saw that they could get away with
breaking in one place and breaking in another placa. There
had to be some umity betweem the group itself. I doa't,
I didn't see anyone that I could say was lsading the
people, but there had to be some orgamisatiom betwsen the
groups as they were going from place to place, Even as
kids will de, you know, they are perceptive and wise
alse.

So you would say it was spomtansous uanity that developed
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as the riot progressedy
Right.
4ll right. During the three te four hour period which y
were im the riet area on Sumday, were you =~ was thers
pattarn to the looting which was being carried outy By
pattern I mean were the looters mlsctive in terms of the
stoxes that they were lootinmg?
On Twelfth Strest from Virgimia Park down to Clairmount
I didn't sea any salectivity except for one place. This
was Hugh's Barbecus and I would suspect that Bugh's
Barbecue was not looted at that time because the n-ph-m-
an cousins and uncles of the owner of the place or other
friends of the cwoers were staamding arocund the place or
either inside the place to prohibit them. I dida't see
any salsctivity. It locked as though everything -- for
example, Mabins Drug Store, which iz Negro, on Virginia
Park, psople wera breakiag im there and coming out with
bottles, pills, dumping them cut, looking for semsthing.
Two doors South of that is the Chit-Chat
Loungs. I don't know whether that is Negro owned, I
believe it is Negro run and operated. Anmyway, psopla were
coming out of there with cases of beer and bar steols. I
didn't see any selsctivity.
Were any of these stores identified as Negro establishments?
Everybody knows M abins is Negre. Everybeody koows that
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the Chic-Chat is at least froated by Negroes. Felks ia
the area know it. I dom't live there, I knew it.

Did you resain ian the gemsral riot area during the rest of
ths riot, that is, from Sumday through Thursdayt

1 spent Quite a bit of time im the riot area periedically

throughout the week and one of the most frighteaing
things to ma was the attitude expressed toward ms that I

exparienced by the police, State Police and Mational
Guard as opposed to the attituwde and behavior amd treat-
ment by the Bagular Army.

For example, on the East Side after curfew
whan we drove up to a road block a soldier would clsarly
identify himself and bhold his hand up amd stop the car
vexy courtecusly and ask for idemtificatiom. He was clesar
and visible. He wasn't pointing his gun, he seemed
rather busimssslike. This attitude was not the attitude
of thea polies or the Hational Guard or State Police on the
Wast Side.

For exampls, we went down the Boulsvard
tzaveling West at Gramd River and out of nowhere hollers
4 voice, "Step the damned car." From nowhere came several
Cuardsssn with guns pointed directly at us. I don't lknow
whather this is the result of them baiag afraid or battls
fatigue, if you will, or exactly what., But, they were
rather rude and brash and usbusiness-lika, The same thing
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T
happenad further dowa Crand River with a comvey of State |
Treopers, Detroit Police had seen us stop at ome check i
point and stopped us three bloeks down at which time the |
cops cempletaly surrounded the car I was in, one in fromt,
tvo on the side, and one behind, and they wers Stats
Izxoepezrs, Detroit Police, poimting their rifles, ordering
us out of the car, clicking their safetiss wvery msaacingly
with the guns and very lowd and abusive, very usprofsssisnal
if I could say it like that.

Who was with you at this times

There was -- lat me see -~ Reger Wilkims, the Direetor of
mnummmm-;-ﬁnwummf
Bajiley and an editor, one of the editors of Newsweek, I
beliave. It was an iategrated crew.

S0 that you had a business reason for being im the areas
That is right, as well as each of us had proper ildentifi-
cation that ont would sxpect someone and out in that area
in that tiss. Once there was poor idemtificatiom but up
te that point they were rather abusive, the police were

rather abusive and the Army fellows, they were firm. I

should say that, but very busimesslike.

Doss there seem to be a lsssening of tensiom mow?
In Detroit I would say there is a different kind of

tensiom.
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Than there was last summery

Than there was last summer. A different kind of tensiom
in that lines seeam Co have besen drawm and each oparating
within that boundary of decisiom such as between the police
and the black community. There are certain areas in the
City of Detroit that tha police are providing some pro-
tection and in other areas the police are providing some
oppression and they are operating within that frasswork.
Centered im the Northwest area the police are providing
protection. The East Side and the heart of ths ghette the
police are providiag oppressiom, however, that is mot teo
minisdze the gensral attitude of poor black psopls,

attitude toward the Dectroit Police Department which I

expect you are asking imitially. I don't thimk there has
been any change. I think there is still that hostility
on both sides.

Do you think that was a major factor that coatributed to
the conditions that caused the riot, this poor police-
comsunity relations, I meany

I think that is one of the major factors. I would say
really one of the major factors, yes.

Do you think that Girardin, Superintendent of Police -- is
that his cicley

Commissioner.

But semsative to the needs and desires and frustrations of
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the people in the ghetto and their need for special
sarvices and atteation?

I would say from a sumber of years workimg im the police-

community relations and several contacts with ths |
Commissionar, that he was as sensitive to the neads as I
you could sxpect a white police commissioner to be. 1
feal that there are those below him in command positioans
who in many ways are not interested in implamenting the
programs and kind of law eaforcement im the black
community that he suggests,

EXAMIBATION BY MR. JONES:

Q

Was there a rather substantial so-called middle class |
of Megroes in Detroit?y I
Was theret

Ox is there?

1 would say there still is.

Has this group played a leadership role in the cossuaity
and did it play such a role prior to the disorder?

I think they played & leadarship role but a negative
lsadership role. The kimd of role that helped them and
them alone, I think this ecomtributed because poor peeple
were and still are systematically excluded from the goed
life. However, the poor black psopls cam see black peopls
becoms middle class and have the good things of life but

the poor pesopls are axcluded also.
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What could the middle class black psople do to more
assist and salevate thair black brotharsy
1 think they can contribute their knowledgs, I think they
can contribute their time, experience. 1 think they can
contribute their memey toward the developmsat of poorer
black psopls. I think <~ you can have physieims, this is
a small example, a physician that can offer medical care to
poor paople. 1 think you can have attorneys that can offer
legal advice or they can help young Hegroes by pregeatiag
the image they can help them form values or aspiratioms.
They can tell them how to succeed.
You mean they have not beeam doimg thist
Not on any large scale, no. For example, the HAACP
started a Big Brother orgamization a few years ago. 1
don't think it is even in existence now.

1 think also you, psople have to demonstrate
to psopls sincerity. I dom't think you can have Negroes,
middle class, going into the ghetto with the attitude of

we are coming down here to cast pearls to the swine amny
more than you can bave white peeple from subuwbia going |
into the ghatto. The colonialism attitude, I think, that
has to chamge also.

Do these, I assume thers were some few middle class Negroes

who perhaps have been involved in tryimg to improve the

commnity conditions, perhaps mot in the numbers they |
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| EXAMINATION (Comtinuing) BY MR, McCURDY:

Q

22
really should be. Would you agree with thate

Mind you, I am mot saying we are writing off the middle
class totally, because I have run into a nusber of psopls
1 think are middle class and have givem more to the
struggls for equality thanm perhaps I would.

Do you think the failure of the powar structure to

respond to these people has tended Co leave them open to
criticism or ridicule and perhaps rejectiom by those thay |
are attempting to speak for?

In some cases I bslisve it is justifiable. This im other
cases ] don't believe the rejection is well based. You I
know a parsom doss what thay can do and whar thay are
capable of doing. Quite often others cannot see what a
persom really does in the struggle. Consequamtly he is
condemned promptly because he is middle class. In reality
he is coemtributimg more to tha struggle than others wheo

can only see what thay do.

Do you thimk the mood of the Negro here im Detroit is such

that there could possibla or even prebably be another riot

this year, not asking you to make any predictions, 1'm

asking you to interpret the mood? '
|
Rather than interpret the mood, lat me interpret the con-
ditions. I don't see amything really that has changed in

the life of the ppor black peocple im the City of Detroit

-
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any more now tChan was or has been in the last four or five
yaars. I think comditions are still tha same. I told you
bafere about the selective law enforcemeat where black
people in the ghetto are still oppressed by the policemen.
I see whera 10,000 jobs were allagedly secured for black
people, that every year 10,000 jobs are nesded at change-
over in the factories and 1 see where the auto compaanies
are hiring allegedly 6,500 peopla. You have 2,000 people,
you really baven't hired 6,500 people. It is still the
kind of thing perpstrated by black people, by establish-
ment, a8 well as black people too. 1 don't see where
their mood or conditions have changed. Kids are still
getting out of high school with diplomas that are of no
value, still look at TV and hear about going to Bermuda
or the Azores. The poor black psople see this too. They
know they are not included im this kind of good life. I
doa't think comditions or mood have changed.

What do you thimk, if it were possible to do it, what do
you think should be dome to allaviate the conditions?

What do you thiok is the major prierityy

1 would go back to the pelice department as being one of
the major priericties. I would txy to develop im the police
department the attitude of the cop oa the beat, the
patrolman, as well as the sergeant, to treat sach persoa
with respect and dignity as though each citizen were his
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| EXAMINATION (Comtimuing) BY MR, JOMES:

race___ 28
employer as he really is. ] would start with this police
attitude and I would also imnduce some sort of sanctions |'
with the police department to make certain that these
men senforce the law vigorously and fairly. This would be
the first thing I would do. Mind you, I am not naive

encugh to pull this out with this work alone, I thimk
there are any other imstitutioms im our City that would h-i
affected if such was to happen to the police departmsnt
because you know, if you are goimng to do this with the
police departmsat you have to work through the Mayor and
Police Commission. As you do that also you are workimg
with other pressure groups within the City that are sayiag
the polics should be harder on black psopla, should really
go gung~ho on enforcing the law. I see other imstitutioas,
if 1 were to pick out one single thing, this is the one

1 would salact.

Do you think that as great as housing, police-communicty
ralations and jobs thess other areas are that =-p1iul:inq
all of these is & racist philosophy in this Country or in
this communityy

I think as I know it in my lifstime and as histery indicates
that we have lived in a Country that has had as its main |
driving force the racist philosophy. 1 thimk this has
been imstitutiomalized. 1 see no black peoples brought wup
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in this City that have bsen a part of a City whose basic
philosophy is a racist philosophy of really whits supremacy.

You see black people take this on because
thay are part of the culture, part of the very city that
supports this kind of philoseophy. I dom't thimk there is
any doubt. You know racism history has shown it as Fr.
Bennett testified bafore the Commission some time bafore.
The reason 1 ask that questiom, you often rum iate this
cbservation made by peopls while the Italism amd Poles and
Irish, all these groups have come through this cycla. They
have all had oppression, houging discrimination, been in
ghattoas. Thay all lifted themselves by the bootstraps.
They waat to know why the black man can't do it. I wonder
1f, whather you thought this racist factor exists where
blacks are comcerned whare it doesn't exist where other
groups are concernad?

1 thiank very definitely you camnot compare the way aany

white American group has been imtegrated into the culture,
imtegrated imto the good life. You camnot compare that

with the black people at all. I doa't thisk there is any
comparison. I doa't see any groups that have besen oppressed
bere in the United States iato slavery that has come out
of slavery and treated as equal citizens. ] doa't see any
group whose family unity was destroyed in the very Country
that says all men are created equal. I think if we wanted
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centration camps and see how many of theam have been able
to survive the life of the concentration camp and then be
assimilated into a culture they are here. If there is a
comparisoa I would like to see that ome.

Mr. Webb, you have tastifisd that at thes mseting hsld on
Sunday evening it was decided that maximum necessary force
would be smployed in suppressiag the riet, that at this
tims becams official policy toward the riot. Where there
any further efforts by the peopls in chargs of managing
the riot, efforts to enlist represeantatives of the
community in efforts address to qualling the riot by
citizen actiom?

Read that back.
(Whareupoa the last question was read by

the Rsporter.)

Yes, 1 think this was done through activities assimilated
by community relations services represeatatives. However,
this was not done until Wednesday at which time most of
the riot had subsided, but ovartures were made by CRS
reprasentatives to bring msmbers of Negro crganizations E
in a meeting rather to meet with Comrad Mallard of the
Mayor's Office. Beyomnd this I am not aware of amy efforts

in that area.
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I take ir then these efforts were mot successful efforts

in attempting to arrange such meeting?
They were successful, they met with Mallard,but they didn’

bear any fruit. These wem guys that had to come from
Washington, get out into the street to find these juvenilep
and to bring them in to talk with someone from the Mayor's|
Office. That's as to what they could do to what they
allegedly could do and couldn't do.

Was the City Administratiom -- did tha City Administratiom ==

Are we still on the recordy

Tes,

Mallard met with the youths. I am not aware of the ocut-
coms. I just don't know.

(Whereupon the Deposition was coacluded.)
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION OM CIVIL DISORDERS

I=N=V=-E~§~T-1-G~A~T~1-0~-N

Re: Detroit, Michigan

The Deposition of ANNIE M. WATKINS, and
GEORGE L. KELLEY, taken bafore Gerald Hanson, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, at 457 Federal Building, Detroit, on Tuesday,
January 9, 1968, commencing about 2:20 o'clock im the

afternoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR, HERMAN WILSON
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Detroit, Michigan
Tuesday, January 9, 1968
About 2:20 o'cleck, P.M,
ANNIE M. WATKINS and
GEORGE L. EELLEY, witnesses herein, afcer
having first been duly swora by the Notary Public to tell
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
teatified as follows:
MR, WILSOM: Would you state your
name and howe address, please, for the recordl
MR. KELLEY: George L. Kslley.
4472 Chene Street.
MR, WILSON: And what is your
eccupatien, Mr. Kelley?
MRB. KELLEY: Manager of a night club.
MR. WILSON: How long have you lived
At your present home address?
MR. KELLEY: EKight years,
MR. WILSON: Did you live in that
general neighberheod prier te that?
MR. KELLEY: For another six years.
MR. WILSON: Would you state your

name and home address for the record, Ma'am?
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MRS. WATKINS: Annle M. Watkins.
3630 Elmwood Street, Dectroit 7.

MR. WILSON: Can you tell me how lomg
you have lived at that address?

MRS, WATKINS: Sixteen years.

MR. WILSON: Are you employed, Mrs.
Watkins?

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. I am a cosmeticlan.

MR. WILSON: What is your business
address?

MRS, WATKINS: 3316 3t. Joseph.

MR. WILSON: Is either of you or beth
of you familiar with an organization called the FPositive
Neighborheed Actien Committee?

MRS, WATKINS: Yes.

MR. KELLEY: Yes.

MR, WILSON: Could you tell me, Mrs.
Watkins, how long that organization has been in existence?

MRS. WATKINS: This orgamization has
been in existence since August of 1966.

MR. WILSON: And does it serve a
particular neighberhood?

MRS, WATKINS: Yes. We serve the
neighborheed -~ we have our boundaries as Dequindre on the

West and Hamtramck border on the North, Mt. Elliott on the
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East and Charlevoix on the South.

MRE. KELLEY: During the riot peried,
or the disorder period our boundary went te Theodore.

MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

MR. WILSON: On which date --

MES. WATKINS (Interrupting): On the
North.

MR. EKELLEY: On the North.

MR, WILSON: On the North side. Can
you tell me, Mr. Kelley -- well, let me ask you this, is
eicther of you, or both of you members of this organizatiom

MR. KELLEY: Yes.

MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

MR. WILSON: Can you Cell me, Mr.
Eelley, how the orgamization was organized?

¥R. KELLEY: That's kind of a long
story, but the way it was organized, ] was in the community
and there was a lot of -~ some of the sociel, what was ic,
social aids, what do yeu call them?

MRS, WATKINS: Socilal workers.

MR. KELLEY: Social workers im the
community, and I think at that time they was going to study
I think ==

MRS, WATKINS (Interrupting): Docter
Sawyer (7).
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ME. KELLEY (Contimuing): -- from,
where was it, Wayne Statel

MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

MR. KELLEY: And Doctor Sawyer was
golng to study, from Wayne State, and he sent them in the
neighborhoed te Lry o get some people interested in the
things and orgamized and geing.

He talked to some people in the
neighborheed and I met them and they told me about some
other people in the neighberheed that were as interested
as I were in getting something going like that, that would
ba good to try to get something goimg, 8o at thar time
there was an organization called the Home Owners Assoclation
and they were fighting -- fighting me quite a bit about
trying to get a license, keeping wme from getting a license
in the communitCy.

So, after checking into this erganixza-
tion I found it was all whicte, well organized, that dida't
allow no Negreoes in the erganizatien at all, they weren't
welcome,

ME. WILSON: Was the license you were
txylng teo get a licemse to operate a night club?

MR, EKELLEY: Right, and when I found
this out I got a couple of friends that was going te this

meeting and, in fact, I went te the priests im the
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community and went to all of the people trying to find out i
why and what was the reason they didan't want me to have a |
license and one of these fellows came out and told me
exactly why. What he said sbout me getting a license, he }
said he don"t care how nice they thought it would be, he
didn't care how nice it were going to be. They said they
didn't want me to have it because I was a Negre, so they
weren't interested in we having it at all.

S0, this fellow come back and told
me -- what he sald, he said -- and then I called my lawyer
and he happened to be one of the == he is a politiciasn, and
he told me what the fellow said, and he asked if the fellow
would swear to what he was saying and he sald he would ask
the priests in the community did he upheld such things that
-= for the people to have meetings and say they den't want
Megroes to belong or joinm and didn't want me to have a
license because I was a NHegre, and 80 he takem me to the
priests and 1 asked the priest would he write a letter,
could I come to the meeting. I wanted to be iavited to the
meeting so I could discuss what I was planaing to do, how
I was plammning to do it and seek it out better im the
compunity and work with the community in some respect,

So, he told me no, that he didn't
think that they would want me. He didn't think it would

be good for we to go inte the weeting, but he weuld be glad
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to take a letter to the group. So, we formulated a letter
to the group and after getting the letter they still said
vhatever plans there is we just didn't want them peried.

Then I found -- after geing down to
these meetings that I fimally got a hearing with the
Common Council and I found there was another orgsnizatien,
that part of that organizstion was interweaved in the
community orgaaization which was -- what wvas it called?

MRS. WATKINS: It was the Sophie
Wright,

ME. KELLEY: Sophie Wright, and these
peeple here were mentionmed up in the commmity and they
had gotten all the people together against me in this =-
in the bleck clubs and they really didn't know what they
was against and who they was against and they didn't
preseat it to them right, and I think they had a meeting
scheduled and I talked te -~ how did I get your number,
Mrs, Watkins?

MRS. WATKINS: Do you want me to
start from there?

MR. KELLEY: You say it from there.

MR, WILSON: Yes, please.

MRS, WATKINS: Well, when it come
down to the Sephie Wright Council, I was a member of the

Sophie Wright Council and at one meeting, well, the
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Chairman presemted to the meeting the fact that Mr. Kelley
was trying to get a licemse and they felt that there were i
enough licemses in the community as there were. That is |
the way they sold it, and there were, I thimk 17 at the
time, but te be sure there were no Negro-owaned and
eperated businesses of this sort, so therefore we had no
place, you know, for that type of recreatiom,

I calledbim and asked him -- and told
him that this element was also down in the Sophie Wright
Council. Well, after the Councll, Sophie Wright is an
agency that is a United Foundations supported agency in the
commmity. Well, when the man in charge, the executive
directer found that the council was doing this kind eof
thing, then this council was disbanded because it ecoulda't
serve that purpose and be a part of this secial agency.

So, I called Mr. Kelley and told him
that this element was in here and why not come out snd see
what he could do about it, you know, such as meeting the
pesple and letting them know just how he felt, what kind
of place he was going to eperate, and he did. And there
were many block clubs that had formerly been members of
the council, you know, that was our meeting place, and the
block clubs had lest their identity sltogether in here,
so this -- as the Sephie Wright Council was disbanded, and
we still had a need for some kind of erganizatiom, then
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after =~ this was in April, so on down through the summer
until August, maybe, we talked back and ferth, but then
in August Mr. Eelley and I and oh, maybe a dozen other
people met at the Sophie Wright Settlement and tried to
write something, some of the needs in the community for an
organizatien.

It was just an erganizatienm at first,
we didn't have a name for it, but we had the bleck clubs
snd some of the local ministers and some of the local
business people and the socisl worker there we decided thac
we did have some preblems, commmity-wise we thought would
be good te have one orgamization that we could go to and
kind of find eut which preblems, perhaps, were the wost
pressing in the community and we did, and a little after
August, them was Septamber, we had sur formsl meeting as
to the structure and what have you. So, Mr. Kelley was
one of the people that helped to find FNAC, aleng with
many ether block club people and he 15 one of the business-
wen in the community that lent great suppert. He has
allowed us to meet in his place and give uvs all kinds of
suppert, such as giving us office space in one of his other
buildings free, and I don't know, it's been kind of an
invaluable kind of thing to have business people, and
through him we have wmet other business people that really
have done a leot of helping with us to put together the
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type of exganizstion we have right now, being as young as
it is,

1 don't know what else I could say
about it. There i3 a lot of gemeral things I could say.

MR. WILSOM: Tell me in what
activities did PNAC engage up to July of 19677

MRS, WATKINS: Well, number one, the
first thimg there were three, maybe four areas that we
identified, and maybe our most pressing one we thought was
juvenile delinquency and a lack of recreational facilities
in the community and peor sanitary conditioms, you know,
services from the city and poor housing and also poor
education, so these arecas we ldentified.

Right away we started to work with
pacrks and rec for better recreatiomal faclilities and we
had moderate success im that area. That is to say, we got
them to hire some community womarhs to staff the playground
part-time during the summer of last summer, but before we
could get that we had to get together with the Board of
Educatieon and get the use of the presemt scheelground
facilities and let parks amd rec put additional supplies
out there and stuff and then they helped us in that respect
so that was not a great step, but it was something a little
bit better.

Right now we are working on them to
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getting a little bit further up on the list fer the budget
this year. I hepe that we can really get something going
and, of course, sanitatien has been our big problem. We
haven't dome too much in that area, but in the educatiomal
field we have been instrumental in getting the Board of
Education to replace a machine shop that had been at Roxth-
Eastern for many years and it was taken out to put in
herticulture, but we dida't want herticulture, we wanted a
little more mesningful program and we did get that and we
did get electronics in.

We got the machine shop in and we are
getting the electronics, and we were also successful for
getting a school advisery beard fer the Il:thlﬂnﬁ High
Scheol, so that's in the educatiomsl fleld.

We are workimg right now toward having
a principal removed from one of these schoels and replaced
-= we want a Hegro principal over there, simply because we
need that image im that particular school and aside from
that we were interested im the housing. We had quite amn
absentee landlerd problem and conditions were wery poer,

80 we really dida't get too far in our advances, such as
knowing how to @ sbeut it, but that's how we met William
Walsh and Company. They introduced us to the Archdiecese
who were proposing a lower income demonstratiom project in
== housing demonstratiom project in Michigan, so we decided
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that it would be to eur advamtage to participate in it in
what is known as the Phoenix Project that was just okayed
to be built last Saturday, here in the city. We started
working on that preoject last Maxch, so now in housing
that's how far we have come; and recreation and educatiom,
we are working hard on sanitation, so that's -~ those are
the areas we have covered so far.

Juvenile preblems, we have a soclal
worker known as the gangwerker who works with the Sophie
Wright Settlement. He alseo works with us, so we are able
to kind of know where the gangs are and we have somebody

working with them and that I think was one big advantage
duriag the riot, because we have two agencies. One is just|
a lictle bit ourside of our beundary, but chey are -r;lrldi
the Fraaklin Wright and the Sophie Wright are mexgered, f
but they are both agencies, so they have services from lwl:hl
and I think just the fact that most of the gangs are
assoclated with this secial agency, and these social
workers have worked so besutifully with them umtil I think
out of sheer respect for this agency, being in the communit
meant & let to theam.

ME. WILSON: Coming up te July 23rd,
1967, Mr. Kelley, when did you first find out that some-
thing was going on in Decroic?

MR, KELLEY: That Sunday, late that
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Sunday afterncom.

MR.WILSON: And when did yeu, Mrs.
Watkins?

MRS. WATKINS: Well, I suppose the
middle eof the day, Sunday. That's the first time -- that's
the first time to know it, but to feel the unrest eof it,
well, that -- I could feel it for, say, maybe four or five
months.

MR, WILSON: Off che recerd.

{(Whereupon a discussion was held off

the record.)

MR. WILSON: Mx. Kelley, can :nu tell
me what sctions you took as an individual or as a member
of PNAC when you heard that the riet had broke out in
Detreit, or the disorder had sterted im Detreit?

MR, KELLEY: Well, I think -- I get
on the telephone. I think we started betweem, Mrs. Watkins
and several other peeple in the commumity, amd asked them
had they heard sanything about what was going en, and I think
we all was just about by that time pretty much aware of it
because of television, and so I went out and -- maturally
around in the cosmunity to see what was geoing on around
the community and what the conversatiom was about,

There was a few people milling around,

sitting up on the corners and whatnot talkinmg about it,
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and at that time nobody had any idea, I dom't guess, that
it was going to spread as fast -- as rapidly as it did,
and I think during that anight this got worse and so every-
body in the community, we talked to -- we were geing up
and down the street trying to find out how come? Why?
And all yeu could hear were that the city was burning and
things they was deing, whatever the case were.

S0, as I say, we talked to the people
in the community that mnight and all the people, everybody
didn't have no complaint in ocur community, everybedy seemed
te be doing all right, so we went on until the next day and
it didn't get too much better the next day. It had started
spreading a little bit then, all im our comsunmnity, all in
the West side and we did the same thing.

1 went to the merchants across the

street, the fellows who rum the busineass over there. He is

a white fellow, he was quite upset as we were because severgl

of his stores had got burnt down and I went down te another
business place which i{s right across there and talked with
him and hewas very upset and I told him that I didn't see
no reason for him to be upset because it seemed to me that
he did everything that he could do and that's all that he
ceuld de is sit tight and I didn'’t think chat he would have
any probless. Consequently he didn't have any and the

felow across the street, so by us having the little
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community thing, friendship going in the community, I thimk
this helped quite a bict.

As the days relled on I would see
groups, or listen to pesple talking about it and I always
tried to say in our community of what we was trying to do

and I think for this reason a lot of things dida't take

place in the community.

MR, WILSON: Were you durimg this
peried in fairly constant contact with the young people in
the PRAC area?l

MR. KELLEY: Yes, we were, Everytime
I would see one or two or a group, I would step and talk
to them and find out what they could gain by doing certain
things. We have found out there was a lot of leoting golng
on, 80 I was telling them that all they could get was
trouble and so om.

I imagine some of the other people
in PNAC was doing the same thimng, and this, I think ==~
by the kids in the neighberhoed havimg some respect for all
of these peopla, I think this restrained them quite a bit,
the youngsters. Anything that happened, 90 per cent of
it was outside of our comsunity.

MR. WILSON: Well, were you engaged,
Mrs. Watkins in pretty much the same sort of activity?

MRS. WATKINS: Pretty much the same.
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MR. WILSON; How many people of the
PHAC sembarship would you estimate were actually on the
streets talking to peeple, particularly youngsters who
might have gotten involved in lootimg, burning and that
sort of thing?

MRS. WATKINS: Well, now, when yeou
say it that way, I would have to go back to my lmmediate
street, you know, this way and that way. It just se
happened that many of the parents that I talked to saild
they had talked to their kids, you know, whether they
were youangsters or grown and some of them were, and asked
them to =- not to really get involved, because I just feel
that =- I don't know, maybsa we have a resl poor street,

I don't know what it is, but that's kind of something that
they kind of respect, their pareats. You know, we have a
few, naturally, that don't, but we kind of felt that way,
that many, many of the mothers mid to me I was real proud
ef my son, you know,he dida't go out and really get
involved and all their girls or something of that sert,
and so that's the kind eof attitude they took.

And as an adult of my age, the wost
we did was == actually was talk on the pheme to each other
because I jiydn'r venture maybe more than two blocks from
home, but we did have conversations on the telephone to
various ones, you know. We had a real wide beundary and
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many of them we talked with, sald the same terms that,
you know, ask your kids te stay home and we felt that if
each home tried to do that that that would probably be the
best way pessible.

MR. WILSON: Were there any bulldings
at all burned im the PNAC asrea?

MRS. WATKINS: Well, there were omly,
to my knewledge two buildings in the ismediate area.
Now, there might have beem others further up Chene, but
there were only -- Chene and our immedliate area, there were
only two burned.

MR, KELLEY: And they were burned by
== two white boys burned one of these howes.

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. I kmow that
Allen home, yes. So, I really doan't know, you know, that
kind of thing. "1 am going to pay you back,"” or something
like that, see.

ME. KELLEY: This happened, I think,
a couple of or three days after that thing had started.

MRS. WATKINS: Yes, just about over.
S50, we were kind of amazed and I think many other people
were because right -- maybe a few days later I had a call
from the Governor's office and he wanted to know, you know,
they had come down and looked the city over and they found
that it was such little burning in there and they -- we
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had a call for that and I think he sent his secretary down,
one of his secretaries, Mr. McKinley and we had a kind of
a discussion, a community discussion at the Settlement
House on some of these same things. Why it was not burned
like many other areas.

MR, WILSON: What's the “ial 0.0
of the PNAC neighborhood?

What percentage Negro, what percentage
whice?

MRS. WATKINS: I would think it's
about what, 70-30? Would you think that or 40-60, some-
thing like that?

MR. KELLEY: About 40-60, I weuld
say.

MRS. WATKINS: 60 per cent Megro.

MR. WILSON: Is this a neighborhood

in which Negroes have lived for a long time?
MRS, WATKINS: At least 15 years. ]
MR, KELLEY: It's been steadily 1
growing Negro for 15 years. There wasn't any comtact, or
any type of hatred or amything geing on in our community

had no =-- maturally everybedy was tense to a certain
extent. It was just natural fer yeu to be this way, but

the people were geing about their business and the people
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come out to do their business and everybedy was around

and ne racial thing was in our communicy at all, and the
only thing, the people -~ as ] say, that I talked teo who
were getting in these groups, were, what's going on,
everybody talking about it and kicking it around.

A lot of them was very displeased with|
the Police Department as far as this brutality, pelice
brutality and I think this is one of the things that made
it kind of lisger on.

MR, WILSON: Was this brutality wichin
the PHNAC neighborhood or was it =--

MR. KELLEY (Interruptimg): Generally,
yes.

MRS. WATKINS: Generally.

MR WILSON: Do you knew whether or not
many of the youngsters from the PNAC neighborhoed were
arrested im other parts of the city?

Do you know anythimg about that? |

MR. KELLEY: HNot a let,

MRS, WATKINS: No, I don't think the

percentage was a lot.

MR, KELLEY: I can't think of five iam
the whole community.

MRS, WATKINS: Not any wore than that,

it was not high.
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MR, WILSON: (Off the recexd.)
{(Whereupen a discussion was held off
the record.)
MR. WILSON: Mrs. Watkins, do you

think that the activities of PHAC created a kind of

neighberhood pride that accounts for the low level of
vielence during the July disorder?

MRS. WATKINS: Yes, I do feel that. |

MR. WILSON: Mr. Kelley, you have
talked about sowme of the activities of PNAC imn this
neighberhoed. Do you think a sense of hope, that the
people gettting a sense of hope in that neighborheed, that
that had something to do with the low level of vielence

during the week of disorder?

MR. KELLEY: Defianitely so.

MR. WILSOM: I have no further
questions, and I would like to thank both of you very
wuch fer coming down.

(Whereupon a discussion was held off

the record.)

ME. WILSON: Go ahead.

MR, KELLEY: One thing that I might
say that ceuld help a whole let is that all of the -- if
the Police Departments could help -- this could help
themselves a whole lot with their relationships te the
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communicies all over, because all police is not bad and

I think we all recegnize and know this, but what they
will allow, they will allow some of their fellew policemen
to use brutality, or misuse the powers and if they
recoganize and realize that that was going against the
better pelice, then the pelice themselves would kind of
check up on the fellows with them.

A lot of cases it would be three or
== two or three police together in a car and one of these
woilld get a reputation of a big bad fellow, if they would
watch that, the fellow policemen would watch him and the
policeman approach a fellow man-to-man, he would respect
him wore, but when he has got his fellows behind him and
he is going on, it's like a wild western.

Now, 1f the Police Department checked
these pesople out and we would say, "Leok, we don't waat
no bad influence, we don't want no bad image, we dom't
want to be ridimg in a car with people that have get the
petople to hate the police already, got the hatred ia them,"
and this might make people want to take it out through the
Police Department, which makes it bad for them. That 1is
one of the things I would like te say.

(Whereupon the depositions were

concluded.)

- - -
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STATE OF MICHIGAN ) |

) Ss:
COUNTY OF WAYNE )
CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

1, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETZ,

ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Metary

Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned snd qualified, do hereby |
certify that the witness whose attached depesitiem was tlheﬁ
before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me first
duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the whole
truth, and mothing but the truth; and that the said
deposition is a true and correct transcript of the whole
of the testimomy so given by the said witness upom their
oath.

I do further certify that I am met connected
by blood or marriage with any of the parties, or that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested, directly
or indirectly, in the matter in controveray, in any way.

IN WITHESS WHEREOF, I have hersunto set my
hand and affixed my motarial seal at Detreoit, County of

. B
Wayne, State of Michigan, this Jb ~day of 7&%,
1968, A, D, )
Lol Herim, |

Gerald Hanson,
Notary Public, Wayne County, Michigan.
My Commission expires November 12, 1968.
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HATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS
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Re: Detroit, Michigan

HUHUUV’

e s i

The Depesition of REFRESENTATIVE JAMES
DEL RIO, taken befere Matthew W. Betz, a Notary Public
within and for the County ef Wayne, State of Michigan,
at 457 Federal Buildimg, Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday,
January 9, 1968, commencing about 3:45 e'cleck im the

afternoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR, DAVID BIRENBAUM

- - -
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Emnm BY MR. DAVID BIRENBAUM:

O

Detroit, Michigan
Tuesday, January 9, 1968
About 3:45 e'clock, P. M.
JAMES DEL RIO, was
thereupen called as a witness herein, and after having
first been duly sworn by the Notary Public to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and noching but the truth,

testified as follows: |

Would you please state your name and give us your address?
DelRio, James DelRie, 991 West Grand Boulevard.

What is your preseant eccupstiem, Mr. DelRio?

Member of the State Legislature.

What District de you represent?

24th District,

What are the geographical boundaries of the 24th District?
They run from, approximately, Thirtieth Street on the
west to Trumbull on the east, which includes, of course,
Twelfth Street and other areas, and then to the Expressway,
the John C. Lodge Expressway on the north and the River

on the south.

Was the 24th District affected by the riot which occurred |
in Detreit last summer? |
F
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Yes, it was probably the second hardest hit area in the
Detroit area,
And were you Iin the riot area during the course of the riot
Yes, I was.
Over what peried ef time?
From, I'd say, 3:30 Sunday afternoon until the entire riot
was over.
I see, and did you have occasion on Sunday afterneoen to
observe the crowd amd activities and their demeanor?
Yes, I did.
Approximately how many people that afternoon were out om
the streets?
Well, there were numbers of people, literally hundreds of
people up and down Grand River Avenue, and they were just
milling around in the streets, walking up and down the
streets, walking in the middle ef the streets and
generally talkimg about the so-called preoblem that exisced.
Were they then engaged in looting?
Later on that day they became more engaged in the breaking
of windows and leooting.
This was later on Sunday afterncon?
Yes.
And what was their attitude? How would you characterize
the disposition of the people at that time?

Well, I would charascterize the dispesition of the people
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as == the great majority of the residents in che area
simply stood on the streets with shoeck snd smazewment, they

didn't really understand thoreughly what was going on,

and it was more like a circus coming down the street, and
they were out there to see what was happening and what was
gelng on.

Could you observe the attitude and demeanor of the people
who were actually engaged in the loeting?

Yes, they were moving very quickly, they were not -- they
were not statiomary. You would see automobiles going at
very high xates of speed, for the most part comvertible

cars mbving up and down the streets at very high rates

of speed, and you would see young people, particularly
with rags around their heads and that sort ef thing, and

1 saw many, many people whoem I had never seen in my life,
you know, im that area. As a matter of fact I would say
the majoxity, the great majerity of the rieters I had never
geen, and I have lived here all my life.

Would you say that they were more at that peimt angry or
carefree’

Well, I would say at that peint -- I don't know how to

describe this, whether it would be angry or carefree. 1

know this, I remember that afterncom a white couple --
there was a fire down at the corner of Grand River and

West Crand Boulevard, a large furniture store or semething
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was on fire, there was some fire down in that area, and I
resember the white couple driving up to the corner at
Columbus and Grand River and parking smd getting eut to go

down and see the fire, and nobody sald anything te them,

and nobody bothered them, but two or three of us who lived
in the area or either had offices in the area wemt over te
them and told them, well, this iz & civil disturbance
berdering on riet and I think it weuld be better fer you if |
you, yeu knew, got out of the area, and se the old gentle- |
man and the lady and her sister, I think, said, “Well, we
just wanted to take some pictures of", you knew, “the
burning building", and we cautioned them and told them we
thought it would be better feor them to get out ef the area,
and put them in the automobile and sent them down Oregon
Street, I think, and they did, I understand, get out
because they called me or wrote me a lettex or something
about three or four weeks later and thanked me.

Now where were you located at this peiat?

Where 1 have an office, sort of a legislative office at
8000 Gramd River, om the corner of Columbus.

And were you actually im your office or were you on the

street?
I was on the street.
And from your positien on the street ceuld you chserve the |

pelice?

|
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Oh, yes, we could observe the police, but at that time the
pelice were not in any force at all, that is teo say you
could see police cars one every ten minutes or one every
fifteen minutes and they were usually going at a high rate
of speed down Crand River, but they were not stepping to
bother anybedy, you know, or to say anything Co anybedy,
and I was always standing right im fromt of that building,
that I had in mind, of course, pretecting.
S0 that the police were not at that point imterferring
with the rioters?
Mo, they were not interferring. As a matter of fact they
rather took an attitude of ignoring them more than anything
else.
Do you think that that attitude which you characterize as
one of ignoring the peeple whe were engaged in the riot
communicated itself to the crowd?
Well, I think it commumicated itself te the crowd. It
certainly communicated itself to me, and furthar, I believe
that there was stark fear on the faces of the policemen,
those few who did, who were driving slowly and came by and
cruised by slewly, there was stark fear on their faces as
though as if they did sttempt to get out and do snytbdng
they would simply be strung up like so much Polish sausage.
Representative DelRie, did you have eccasiom to observe

the activities of the police at the various roadblecks
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that had been set-up in the area?

Yes. There were twe roadblocks that 1 did observe, and

at those roadblocks they were net -- there was not any
tight security there. 1 mean, people were going in and eut
of the roadblocks, they were asking some people questions,

but again they seemed to have that plain stark fear on th.lT
faces of not getting too deeply involved for fear of life |
and limb. |
Pid youtalk te any of the police at that time?

No. 1 talked to the police later on when they began,

later on in the evening when they began to attempt to direct
traffic around the area, and some of them were wearing the
white helmets and I went over and stood by some of them
because once in a while you would hear a rifle crack or
something like that and 30 I went over and stood by them
because everybedy in the area who lived im houses or
bulldings I knew, and they knew me and so we stood and we
talked and that sort ef thing.

Do you know from your conversations with these police
officers, do you know whether they were under any orders
with respect te their own behaviox?

Well, I have heard it mentioned at several places, for
example, I heard Mayor Cavanagh say in one of the meetings
that we attended later downtown that he had given orders

for them not to fire upon civilians.
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Channel 2 taped part of his remarks
and, of course, they have been hunting desperataly for
the tape to txy and replay it back, and I think a Mr.
Larry Carime over there can attest to this because he, of
course, heard the same remarks and there was definitely,
in the many conversations we had about varieus things
in rooms that were official and unofficial dewn at Police
Headquarters, there was definitely erders in the community
not to sheet and net te attack the people who had been
involved in the riet.

I also heard, incidentally, from some
ef the pseple who had been invelved in the original fracas
in some house or after hours joint that some of them had
sald, "We got sick and tired of paying off the police and
we just told them to go to hell and we meant it."

Now, you remained in the area that Sumday?

Yes, I remained there Sunday afternoon, Sumday evening and
all of Sumday mnight. I stayed up with the meighbers,
because many of the neighbors inm the area steod there by
the bulildiag with me, and during the course of Sunday
night there were appreximately 20, between 24 and 26 waves
of young peeple who came aleng whe threatened te, you know,
break in the windows and leet the buildiamg and burm it.
This was the building you were standing in fremt of?

Yes.
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Were you effective in restraining them from doimg this?
Well, between the Eible and a chain I was fairly effective,
and the meighbers stood with me too, and only ence did they
desert me and that was when the young man said, you know,
"1 don't really care who you are, I'm going te take care
eof this building”, and them I warned him in commectiom with
loeting the bullding and that if he did come out I would
simply take more harsh measures.
You say between the Bible and a chain, what exactly do you
wean?
Well, I sat on a chalir in fromt of the bullding and when
the groups came to tear up the building and tear out the
wvindows, loot it and burm it, 1 simply stopped theam. If
I saw them raise their hand with a brick or say we are
going to get into that one or who owns this, wsually they
would say, "Who owns this", and I would stand up and say,
“1 de", you know, and then they would say, “Well, dees
whitey own the business in there™, and 1 would say, “Yes,
he does,” and then we would go into a dialegue, you know,
and then I would give them a chance and say, "Well, you
know, you are mot going to burn down the buildimg because
we are either geing to kneel in prayer tegether or you can
taste this chain, but I am going to defend this property™,
and then I think the most surprising thing happened early
Sunday eveming when one -- well, two young peeople, one nine,
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approxisately nine years old and omne ten years old, picked
up & brick and came over to throw it through the window,
and I ran over and stepped him and he sald, "What is the
matter™, and I said, "Well, that building belongs to me™,
and he said, "Well, I'm glad you teld me, Baby, because I
was just sabout te bust yeu in".

Now, he couldn't have been over ten
years old.
Mow, durimg Cthe course of your presence in the riet area,
could you discera any chance im the attitude of the
activities of the crowd?
No. I discerned this theugh, and that is later om toward
six, seven o'clock in the eveming --
(Interpssing): This was Sunday evening?
Sunday evening, I began to notice a patteran in the burning
of bulldings.

You would firat see somebody on foot
breaking im both the windows, and by that time as 1
indicated te you, we had the gun to write "celored" and
“seul brether", and so forth with spray paint over our
windows, and I went to two or three of the white neighbors
that I had and wrote, you know, something on their
windows because they were right in the area and if you did
it just on the basis of self-preservatiom, you would save
your own bullding and the howmes in the block as well, but
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I began to notice this pattern.

The people who were breaking the
windows would come in and break the windows, and then they
would go away for five or ten minutes and them the convert-
ibles would pull up in fromt of the buildings and four or
five peepls from two cenvertibles or thres ceavertibles
would ge in the bulldinmg and just start brimging things
out and just piling them im the comvertibles, and the
convertibles would take off very, very fast, and go == I
mean, really at high rates of speed, and they weuld go and
come back, and they would leootasgain, and go and come back
and they'd do this twe or three times.

Were there large numbers eof people on the street at that
time?

Oh, yes, everybody was standing there leoking, and then
the majerity of the citizens would do mething, and then
after they had gone two or three times in the bufldings,
then you would again see some of the, you know, lecal
citizens begin to go inte see, and as though they were
going in to see what was there, and you began teo see them
come out, you know, with things and thea usually about an
hour te == yes, just about an hour after they broke the
windows in then sewebedy, they would geo in, you would see
smoke coming up out of the back of the building, usually
it didn't start in the fremt, it was usually ia the back,
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and you'd see the smoke come out and then you weuld, you
know, yeu would call the Fire Department and thay said,
"We have 5o many now, we will get to that when we caa",
or something to thac effect, but them you began to see im
about 30 or 40 minutes the fire, the smoke and flames, you
know, going up.

Did this pattern that you describe repeat itself threughout
the course of the riot?

Throughsut the course of the riot, particularly the first
two days ef the riot, and that was the pattexm that I
noticed, and most of the people who were breasking the
windows and roaming im the groups that I speks about I
had never seen before in that neighborhood, and I have
basn there all my life.

Were you present when the firetrucks came in the area to
distinguish the fires?

Oh, yes, yes. For example, the building directly across
the street from the Columbus Bullding, the ome on the
corner of Columbus and Grand River, I have just described
to you the very patterm that toeck place im that building,
and then later om, abeut two hours later after the building
had halfway burned down really and the people with
businesses in the aljoining building had slresdy come in
and gotten much of their vacuum cleaner materials and so

forth out of the building, them the firetrucks came but
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by that time it was dark and flames were quite high up in
the sky, and the cinders and se forth were lamding em the
roefs all up and down the bleck, and we all went im, at
the instruction of the men of the Fire Department, we went
in and got our private hoses and attached them to the
vater spickets on the side of the houses and buildings and
began to try to put the water on the roofs and that saved
many of the bulldings up end down the block.
What was the response of the crowd, either at that time or
later en to the fire squipment?
Everyone tried te help the firemen. I dida't see any
instances where they didn't try to help the firemen.

However, I did witness some shots that
we heard and so I went over together with three or four of
the residents and we stoed by the firemen, you know, who
were there trylng te put eut the fire, the fellows who had
te stand by the trucks and whatnot, we went sver and atood
by them, and then we didn't hear any wore shots or anything
else, s0 as long as they were in our neighberheed we stood
by them.
S0 in your area there were no occasions of bottle=-throwing
and brick-tossings at the firemen?
Mo, no, not on the corner of Columbus and Crand River. Of

course, 1 know that there were cases on Twelfth Street and

other areas where they smashed out, you know, the firetrucks,
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and windows and threw bottles and that sort of thing, but
this did met occur over on Grand River and Ceolumbus.

We understand that a task force of community werkers had
been sent into the area to quall the disturbance amd
attempt Co persusde people they owght to go home. Were
these workers in your area?l

Well, I don't know of any such workers. I know a few of
we politicisns who tried to do that.

That was later, wasan't 1t?

That was later. At the height of the riot, you know,
Sunday might and Monday, that sort of thing, there was

no such thing that I knaw of.

I see. Did there come a time, Representative DelRio, when
you yourself were arrested?

Yes.

Would you describe it?

It was either Monday or Tuesday mormning. I believe it was
Tuesday morning. I was called by Julian Witherspoem, he
is Presideat of the Imner~City Voters League to attend a
meeting of community leaders amd elected officlals over at
somé scheol which was ome bleck east of Twelfth Street on
Weodrow Wilson, and bulldings had been burned out and
streets cordomed off, se the enly way you could get there
was to go dewn Dexter Avenue, up the Boulevard and down

Twelfth Screet.
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Now, to get re this building, that

was the method by which you had te ge, so I did, and 1
came dowm Twelfth Street and abeut two blecks before the
streset on which I had te turn to get over to the scheol,

I bhad oeticed a colored man, very thin colered man walking

aleng the street with a lunch pail, as I had te do many .
years age, and he was walking along the street, wasn't
bothexing amybedy, and I continued and the traffic was |
very slow, and about a half a block, maybe a quarter of a |
block from the street where I really had to tura te get to |
the schoel area, I saw three, between three and four
pelicemen standing around twe people and near a supermarket
and there must have beem, I don't kmow, eight or tem or
fifteen policemen there, and eight or tem cars amd a ceuple
of paddywagons, and these two policemen were there with
two colered people, and one I learned later, I found out,
was the husband of the lady, and they were standimg about
two feet apart, and one pelicemsn had a shotgun that yeu
hunt pheasants with, that type that you hunt pheasants
with, and he was jabbing her in the belly with this shotgun,
and the other one was slamming the man acroes the back with
the gun, and they were directing them to do semsthing.
Well, there were eight or tem people
standing there, and I was literally parked because you

couldn't move umtil they moved the cars, and they knew, of
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course, I was a public official and that I was witnessing
bxutalicy, and so I got out and identified myself te the
efficers and I asked them their names and they told me they
were not allowed to give me thelir names and I asked them
their badge numbers because they had no badges on and they
sald they didn't wear badges durimg riets, and I asked them,
*Well, what do you want these people to de", and they teld
me, "I want this woman te”, and they used other language,

of course, “to pick-up this bread", and whatnot, “which

she atole and dropped and 1 saw her drep it, I want her teo
pick it up and get in the wagen", and they indicated they
wanted the man te d the same thing. Se, 1 told them, I
sald, "Well, Lf you just step slasming her im the belly,
you knew, with that shotgun msaybe she can,' and I turmed

to her and teld her, "This man is going te kill yeu if you
doa't pick-up this™, you knew, "these groceriss and get

in that paddywagon and this is what I think you sught to
de™, and she heard the complete conversatiem between myself
and the officer and she picked it up and she got im the
wagen. Her husband get in the wagon too, and they were
between 50 and 60 years of age, both persoms, so sbout that
time this wvery small colored fellow that I had seen walking
down the street came by and one of the policemea who was
standing there with the shetgun wheeled and slasmed him

in the back, across the back with the gun and said, ™All
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right, migger, you get in", and s¢ the man buxst iato
tears immediately and said, "I wasn't doing nothing, I
wasn't deing nothing, I wasn't doing neching™, and I turned

to the officer and told him that 1 had seen, I had seen
him walking down the atreet, and I told the man Lo open
mluhm,mmmlﬂlhmﬂ!hl:ﬂtuq
in there, and he did and in there there was an orange and
a couple of sandwiches, and the officer saw it and so he
told him them, "Nigger, go em", like that, and the man
almost took off like a jet, and then the Sergeant came
over. I dom't know, he must have been five or team or
fifteen feet away from us, he came over and said, "All
right, nigger, you take his place™, and s0 I turned to
see, you know, was he talking to me. I was the emnly
colored man arcound closs enough to him to address, and so
he said, "I mean you, nigger, take his place", so at that
point he put a 30-30 rifle between my eyes, my chest first
and then in my eyes, between my eyes and said, "I told yeou,
nigger, to get ia", s0 I turned and I got in the paddy-
wagon. His efficers, the efficers around him begam to
explain to him how I just helped them get, you know, who
1 was and I just helped them get this woman and man in the
paddywagen, and he sald, "I heard him on the radie last
aight and he is with them™, I remember because I wreote the

statement down, I just recall ic.
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What statement?
The statement that he made at that time.
1 see,
(Comtinuing): You know, I was just reviewing my netes
here.
1 see.
(Continuing): And so them I asked him for his name and
he refused to give me his name, and I asked him for his
badge number and he refused te give me that. I asked him
for a pencl]l and he refused me the pemcil, and when we
stopped, that is, when the paddywsgon stopped about four
blocks up on the corner of Twelfth, Twelfth Street and
Clairmeunt, he literally ran around in the street talking
te State Troopers sayimg, "I got DelRio in there, I got
DelRio in there™, you know, and he was just ~~ he was
almost like a child, you know, just happy and gleefully

bragging about the fact that he had DelRio in the paddywagon.

We were taken to the Tenth Police

Precinct station and we were steod outside of the statien,

inside of a wall, but sutside of the station for approximately

for 10 or 15 minutes and told to put our hands against the
wall, and so forth, and then we were marched inside and
there we sat down and they began to draft the charges
against us, and I think I breught a copy of those charges.
They were charging people with all kinds eof chings that
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day, and I was charged with iaterferring with peolice
officers, inciting to riet and anarchy, those were the
three charges, so I guess the Presecuting Attorneys®
office could make their cholce of any of the charges,
and he put down the names of three or four officers who
had nothing to do with this, weren't even there, only one
of them was there with him, aad the rest of them he just
put their names down because they happened to be under
him.

How do you know thac?

Because they weren't there. I saw them later om, you know,
by face and name and they were not there, and they were
around the corner but they weren't standing there with him,
you see, and 30 ] was denled the use of a telephene for
making a call to my sttormey or to anyone else as a matter
of fact.

Of wvhom did you make that request?

I made it of the sergeant. | made it as a matter of fact
to every police officer I came in contact with, which was
four or five in the statien. I made it to them and they
all refused and I was put into a garage that had grease

on the flooxr and people had beaen there for, I guess, since
the begioming eof the riet.

wWhich would have bean since Sunday?

Since Sunday, and had mot been allowed the use of a
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telephone or tollet facilities or anything else, and there
was this greasy floor and we were all just thrown ianto this
greasy fleor amd there you stayed.

How lomg were you there?

I was there for appreximately three hours.

Aod do you remember when you first entered the garage and
then what time you lefe?

Yes. 1 believe it states here (ladicating). I am not sure,
1 know I went over there about nine o'clock on Twelfth
Street, 8:30, something like that. Yes, they have the time
hare as Nine A, M., and that weuld be between nine and
9:30 that I went in the garage, and 1 was released about
11:30 or twelve e'clock.

When you were present im the garage did you talk to some
of the prisemers?

Oh, vyes, 1 talked to many of the prisomers.

And what were their, some of their complaints?

Well, basically their complaints for the most part was,
one, they had beea denlied any eppertumity to get im touch
vwith any member of thelr family and/or a lswyer, that was
the principal complsint, and the secend principal complaimt
was that many of them said, “Yes, I am gullty", you know,
and I would do it all over again, but I'd say 30 te 35

per cent of the people who talked to me and came over to

me sald, "1 was walking along”, or, "I was on my way to
BETZ. ROWLEY anmpo SUMMERS |

QUALIFIED COURT REFCATERS |
WooDwaRD 1-a833



https://coaplai.nt
https://ceapla1at.af

10

11

12

12

14

15

17

18

18

F |

22

23

24

25

FAGE

21
work and I was just herded inteo a car or a paddywagem and
brought down here and I wasn't doing snything to amybedy™,
and incidentally, later on we found out in terms of
statistics that there were 50 per cent or 55 per cent of
the people who were arrested during the Detroit riot had
never had previous contact with the police, and s0 1 was
reaasonably sure them that many of the stories that I had
heard were true, and [ witnessed the situation with the J
man with the lunchbox.

Do you know whether the prisomers were being adequately
fed?

They weren't fed at all. Nobedy had had any foed, msbedy
had any water, Neo one had been allewed to call an
atterney or his family.

Were there any teilet facilities for them?

They dida't have any tollet facilities and the men and
the womeén were altegether.

Children as welll

There were no children.

What was the average age of the people who were incarcerated
in that garage?

1'd say between 20 and 40 years of age.
Now, what were the circumstances surroundiag your release |
from the Tenth Precimct jail?

Well, Julisn Witherspoom and Doctor James Brecie from Wayne
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State University came over to the police station snd seid
that they had heard over the news wire services or some-
thing that I had been imcarcerated there and that the
Mayor and Governor had heard abeut it and that they were
very, very disturbed about it, and that some calls had
betn made dewn to the mseting where I was suppesed to
attend and everyone was wondering why I wasn't there, and
that the peeple in the neighberhoed, in my district had
heard about it and they were getting ready te take some
action in comnectien with the matter, and so they came over
to see the Licutenant and made the decision to release me
on my own bond, and that was after, however, I had been
taken before a Prosecutor, and the Prosecutor asked me
whether or not I wished to make =~ he didn't really ask me
whether I wished to make any statement, he did everything
in his power to make me¢ make a statement, I teld him that
I had no statement to make whatsoever, and I rather posed
the questien to him, "Pid he realize that I had mot ==

I had been denied my Constitutiomal Rights in terms of
contacting either a member of my family or coumsel, and
that the only statement I wished to mske I'd make on a
witness stand™, and so then I was taken from him and put
back in the garage, and them Witherspoon came over and they
talked te the Police Lisutenant who was in charge of the

station at that time and, incidentally, he was not the
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regular Lieutenant who was iln charge of the Tenth Precimect
he was from some other precimct. I don't remember his namg,
but I do have it in my files.

Why was it that the regular precinct commander was absent
during this peried?

1 don't know what the problem was. Anylow, I was released
and about a half an hour later I was sitting with
Secretary Vance, the Mayor, Commissioner Girardin, the
Governoxr, Congressman Comyers, Diggs, Damon Keith, Juliam
Withexspoon and myself and L. C. Gillian and I can't
réemémber who elsa. We were thare to help make some
decisions as to whether or mot the troops should be moved
from Selfridge Field amd brought into the center city,
and it was the concensus of opinion that they should be.
Mow, going back te the time of your arrest, you testified
that you requested the arresting officer to identify him=
self and that he refused?

Yes, Sergeant Kohler.

And that he was not wearing sny badge or displaying any
name tag. Was this common practice among the police
during this riet?

Yes, during this riot they were lanstructed by someone in
the Pelice Department not to wear badges, but they were,
1 further found eut, they were instructed te give you their

names, but I talked with three policemen and they would not
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give me their names and they sald the reasom they would not
was because Sergeant Eohler had instructed them not to give
their names.

When I got in the statiem I tried the
same thing to ask them whe they were and thay would not

tell me.

In the station itself?

In the station icself.

Were they wearing badges or any other marks of identifica-
tion at the statiom?

In the station they were not either.

I see, and did you notice whether or not the licemse plates
on the police vehicles were taped over or were they net?
No, I didn't notice anythimg of this nature.

Mow, did you have occasion te go back to the Tenth Precinct
following your release?

Yes, around two days later I returned to the Teath Precinct
after spending two days with -- on the average of =- I guess
three or three and a half heurs to four hours a day with
the Mayor and the Governor and the Police Commissiomer,

and others who had been completely disregarded, all of thoge
persens whom they theught were leaders in the commmity,
because by now these people were frightened and so thay
were taking planes and busses out of the city, because ==

(Interposing): You mean the Megro leaders?
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Yes,they had been sort of earmarked as window-show, you
know, colered people or Uncle Toms or whataver sxpression
you want te use, whatever one cares to use, and they were
of absolutely =~ they were just sbselutely no value in the
community at all. It was the more ocutspeken militant
elected officials, you know, who at least could comsunicate
whom the lines of communication were at least epen with

the peaple out there ia the streets, whom they ssught the

counsel and advice of at that time, and so, therefore, we

spent everyday three or four hours a day downtowa with the

men that I sentioned, the elected officials that I -lm:!.nuf,

and then the ldea was offered by Cemyers that we ought te,
in an attempt to stop some of the sniper fire and so forth
that we ought to go out iate the meighborhoods in cars
with pelice cars in fromt of us and in back of us and go
to certain pockets where there was trouble and attempt to
quiet things down, 50 we went to the Tenth Pelice Precimct
statien, Representative Coemyers, myself and an Ebeny
magazine photegrapher and reporter, snd Congressman
Conyers and I and one other persem, I don't remember who
it was,

This was on Tuesday?

I think this was on either Tuesday or Wednesday, it was
either Tussday or Wednesday, if I recall. We went there

and we were toeld that we had to wait because there weren't
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any cars to accompany us out inte the commumity, and so that
is how we came to stand arcund and be around, yeu know,
the Tenth Police Precimct, and them wmore than ever did I
netice that everybedy, mobedy had a badge on, there was no
identification of any kind in comnectiom with any efficer,
and you could even walk up and ask one his name and he
wouldn't tell you his name.

Was this practice of refusing to reveal ones identification
and of oot wearing badges or other marks which would tead
te ldentify police officers carried on by desk officers and

in the statiom as well as patrolman?

Yes. It was extended not ealy to desk officers but tnty«m*:
in the police station of, you know, with amy pelice
sutheriCy that was a wember of the Police Departmeat, and
for awhile even when the soldiers came in the same thing
occurred, they had flaps over their names.

This is the Hatiomnal Guard?

The Hatismal Guard, yes.

Did you have occasion when you were waiting for the pelice
to make cars available to you to cbserve the way in which
some of the prisomers were treated by the police officers?
Yes. The day that I was arrested and incarcerated in the
Tenth Precimct, there was absolutely no brutality of any
kind. The first siga of brutality that I exparisemced or
saw during the riot was on that Tuesday wormning that I was
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golng over to the school, and as a matter of fact 1 was
80 set back by it because I said, you know, up umtil now
at least one thing when this thing is over with we will not
have sown the seed for amy future, for any future ceanfronta-
tions becsuse that has not takem place.

I later, of course, came to understand
that it was really pure -- not enly instructioms, but in
the first part of the riot just pure fear on the part of
the officers that prevented them, you know, in those

instances from not invelving themselves im brutality, but
as we began to get contrel of the riet and comtrel of the |
people, then the brutality begam to evidence itself in
greater propertioms. You know, you could see it almost
everywhare, and in the Temth Precinct they began te bring

—_— _——

people in, whether thay were young or old, you weuld see
them with their hands handcuffed behind their backs like
this (indicating), you know, handcuffed and see the man
holding the handcuff, the other end of the handcuff, you
know, or either holdimg =- what de yeu call it, the chaim
or something between the handcuff and just secking him
either with his fist or with a nightstick or one of those
== I don't know, it looked black or something to me, and
it looked like a piece of rubber.

Hosel

A place of leather or somsthing, I den't knew what it was,
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and just hitting him, you know, all in the back of the

head and on the side of the face, and that sert of thing,
and they were doing this as they were bringing, you know,
the peeple in, and then they began, befere whem I was first
arrested, for example, both doers where they were taking |

prisoners in to interview them, and that sert of thing,
beth doers were open, and now they were closed tightly |
s0 that, you know, when you went in there everybedy wmade
sure that the deor was closed real tight, you know, so
that no one could see, but we sav people in there go in
those doors who had on a shirt or sweater and things like
that snd who were not bleeding and who were not beaten up
and when they came out, you know, five or tem minutes later
they were just all beatem and bloed was rumming all over,
and they were crying and hollering, so I mean, you know,
we just stood there and we saw that with our own eyes,
and you just couldn't, yeu know, you couldn't refute it
because you saw it with your own eyes.

Did the peliceswentually make police cars available teo
assist you in the effort to enter the area in attempt teo
persuade the peeple to return to their homes?

¥o. Omne officer came inm and sald that he had one car,
but we needed to have two cars, as I understand it, one tnl
go in the frent of us and one te go im back of us, and we

were all geing to be in the Congressman's car, and he
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couldn't wait, he said fer the other car to come ia, and
so eventually after about three hours of waiting inside the
station we gave up and we were given an escert out of the
police station -- well, out of the police statiom te our
cars, because by then the curfew, we were in violatiom of
the curfew, and so began te try and get down Livernois,
down Grand River and we all tried to stay together and we
asked them for a car to go with us but they said they
dida't have an extra car to go with us, they couldn't even
give us the one that was going to take us into the area,
s0 we had to make it back the best way we could, and I
understand that, you know, we did, everybedy got home or
either te their effice safely. 1 got back to the building
and went up in the buildimg and stayed there.

Just returnisg feor 2 woment to the beatings which you had
occasion to ebserve, do you have any idea how many people
were subjected to this treatwment while you were there?

In the police station?

Yes?

Well, I'd say that we saw -- well, rather tham "we", I
would rather say that I saw somswhere between ten and
fifteen, between ten and twenty cases of this sort ef
thing happen while I was there that I can speak for because
1 saw it myself. HNow, I'd rather say "I", at least the
40 heurs I have in law school has traimed me, you kmow, to
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say "1 saw" or to identify as something I can say that I
know to be the truth,.

Was there any evidence that these people who were exposed
to this kind ef treatment were --

(Interposing): Fighting back?

Were attempting to resist arrest in any way?

No, they -- when they brought them inte the statiom they
were completely under centrol. I didn't see one persen
fighting with them, not one. 1In the first place, there
were usually three officers to every persen, you know, and
there was just =- he was just totally helpless. I didmn't
even see anybody dragging his feet, and I only saw one
fellow who really looked, you know, of the bald head
belligerent type, you know, like you know, "You play with
me and I will put you in the graveyard", and the rest of
the people brought in were, you know, were not of that cut
that you would feel that this would be, you know, a real
dangexous man. They might have been far more damgerous
than semebody who loocks dangereus, but they were completely
helpless and completely subdued and usually they were hand-
cuffed with their hands behind their backs, you know, thelir
hands were handcuffed behind their backs.

Just geing back to your testimomy regarding yeur own incar-
ceratien in the police garage, to your knowledge had any of
the people with whom you speke, fellow prisomers, been
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arraigned or presented to a Magistrate?
Ko, me, they had been there for two days some of them,
or since the begimning of the riot, and no one had been
alleowed to call his family, no one had been allowed to
use the telephone, and no one had been arraigesed, just put
in the garage sand theat was that.
Pid you have occasiom to observe the conduct of the Nationa
Guard after they had been deployed in your areal
No, I enly had the occasion te observe a few peeple in the
Hatienal Guard, a few members of the National Guard, The
incident that I recall most vividly was when we were
returning from the police statiom that evenimg, from the
Tenth Precinct, We had come down Livernois and dewn Grand
River. Well, I was the last car, and one car was stepped
in frent of me, and them he stopped my car afterwards,
and this was by the Riviera Theatre, because that was at
tha jusction there of Joy Road and Gramd River, which is
a large intersection, and while I was standing thers
explaining to them that I had just left the precimet and
I was with the car ahead of wme and all that sort ef thing,
and one of the Hatiomal Guardsmen heard a rattle of some
kind, I heard it too, but he turned amd fired right over
between the Five and Dime store and the Riviera Theatre,
right in the street, like a street-alley, he just fired

at that, and even the fellows who were with me both stopped
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talking and asked him what was bhe doing, what did he see,
like that, and he sald == he didn't answer them, as I
remember it now, he didn’t answer them, but I know at least
they both felt that he hadn't seen anything and he just
heard something and he fired. Well, one of the fellows,
one of the fellows who was with him and another one of his
buddies went over there amd we stood there, you know, while
they finished talking to us and they walked over im that
direction and they just sort of walked over im that
direction about 15 or 20 feet and they looked and they
started back toward us, and by that time he had cleared us
and we started, you know, we started off,

MR. BIRENBAUM: Thank you very much.
(whereupon the examinatiom was
concluded and the witness excused.)

BETZ, ROWLEY AND SUMMERS
QUALIFIED COURT REFOATERS
WOODWARD 1.3983




10

11

13

14

15

18

17

18

19

" 2 8 B

11

a3

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) 88:
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE Y I

I, Matthew W. Betz, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualif ied Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, de hereby
certify that the witness whose attached deposition was
taken before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me
first duly cautioned aad sworn te testify the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said
deposition is a true and correct transcript of the whole
of the testimony so given by the sald witness upom his
oath.

I do further certify that I am mot connected
by blood or marriage with any of the parties, that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested im this
matter in controversy, directly orindirectly, in any way.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunte set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County eof

Wayne, State of Michigan, this f"t{* day of -:.Wﬁ ,
1968, A, D, i =
',-’? ".- _._,-f_'_f J__ |':/ f" -I'L 1"‘{_
Watthew W. Betr _

Notary Public, Wayne County, Mifhigan.
My Commission expires August 10, 1970.
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDERS

R R

The Depositiom of F. PHILIP COLISTA, takean
before Gerald Hanson, a Metary Public, within and for the
County of Wayme, State of Michigan, at 823 Federal
Building, Detroit, Michigan, en Tuesday, January 9, 1968,

commencing about 4:20 o'clock in the afternoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR, HERMAN WILSON
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Detroit, Michigamn
Tuesday, January 9, 1968
About 4:20 o'clock, P.M.

-— - -

F. PHILIP COLISTA,
a witness herein, after having first been duly swern by
the Noetary Public to tell the truth, the whole truth,

and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

L4 - -

hllllﬂl!lﬂl BY MR, WILSON:

Would you state your name, for the record, sir?
F. Philip, with one "1", Colista, C-o-l-i-s-t-a.
What is your home address?

19214 Littlefield, Detroit, Michigan.

And what is your occupation?

I am an attorney, Director of the Urban Law Program,

University of Detroit and on the faculty at that university

Can you tell me how lomg you have been engaged in your
present employment?

About two years.

pPid you have occasion during the month of July, 1967 to
become invelved with arrestees in connection with the
disorders in the City of Detroit?

Yes, I did.

Can you tell me where you were primarily located durimg
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that peried? I am speaking of July 23rd er 24th, to the
end of the disorder. Where were you physically working
most of the timel

Most of the time during that period of time of it I was
in the Misdemeanor office of the Neighberhood Secial

Service office program.

Do you know the address of that office?

I can't remsmber offhand, but it's at Beaubien and Gratiot
Avenue .

Would that be near the police station?

Right across the street from the pelice station and the
Court House.

Did you have occasion to observe, or did you observe durl.u,g)
that perieod arrestees being bmwught into the main police
station?

Yes. 1 observed people being brought in who had been
arrested, people being brought in directly from precincts,
peeple being brought inte the Courts for the purposes of
arraigoment and back over to the County Jail, which is also
right next to the police station, for purposes of incar-
ceration until trial time or preliminary examinatiem, which
ever was chosen.
Did you observe people incarcerated in other than the normal
facilities during that peried?

There were busses out on the sides of the jail and on the
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side of the police station. I would venture to say sometimes

as many as 6 or 7 large Detreit Street and Railway busses
filled with prisonmers, some having female, but by and large
mostly male prisoners im those busses.

Did yeu in the course of yowr work as Directer or the Urban
Law Program, University of Detroit, in conmectiom with
your activities during the riot have occasion teo make a
study of arrestees during that perlod?

Yes,

The study was lﬁl after, I presume, but of people who were
arrested during that peried?

Well, briefly what we did was that around the second day,
this would be Tuesday of that week, July 25th, I believe,
we decided that the follewing moraing we would send up
abeut 20 students and a lawyer to interview people who
were being held in Jackson Prisen, Jacksen, Michigan.

Now, these were people whe had been
arrested and taken up there by busses after arraignment
and we did that and we had students up there for three
days, that came back on Friday with the attormey. They
stayed in a motel during that period of time.

They interviewed a thousand fourteen
people, men, and these figures and statistics we have
presently. The purpose of this was to find out whether
or not these people would be good risks as far as bonds
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and lewering of bonds, because most of them have high hundn:
set on them during that week. '

Starting Wedneaday night, Thursday
worning and Friday worning a student each day would drive
in from Jackson with a plile of these questionnaires and
they were being processed in our office by VISTA iﬁlmtu:ﬂ'
and other people working and checking out the information |
that was being given us by the priseners, such as their |
employment. We called their employer, called family
members, things of that kind and therefore we were in
essence verifying a let of information.

We were going to -- we had already
talked to == 1 persomally had talked to the Presiding
Judge, the Executive Judge of the Recorder's Court,
Vincent Brennan and Wayne County Prosecutor William
Cahalan and they had agreed that they would look at this
material and that this would be a good idea and that it
might be helpful to them in making a decision whether
bonds sheuld be lowered as far as these people were
concerned.

That was the purpose of it, but as a
result of it we gathered a lot of informatiem which we
followed up on, most presently with the help of the
Socieclegy Department of the U eof D.

Has an analysis of those quastionnaires been completed?
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We have a preliminary study that has been completed, and
which I have in front of me right now, giving some
statistics that might be of interest.

What were the significant findings comtained im yeur
preliminary draft?

Well, if I may go through this very quickly. We find that
about 66 per cent of the people were 28 years of age or
under. We find also that as between married and single
it was sbout evenly divided; that about 63 per ceant of
those married had children, one te three childrea. 22
per cent had four or wore children.

We find further that abeut 42 per
cent of those arrested had a length of residency of one
to four years -- excuse me, correct that, ome to five years
length of residency and that omly 21 per cent had residency
under one year at their present residence,

Approximacely the same figures hold
true for length of residemce at former addresses, so that
it appears that the residency was fairly constant, they
weren't mecessarily transients.

We find out of one thousand ong there
were 13 here unknown, that 80 per cemt l;f those arrested
and incarcerated at Jacksom were smployed at the time of
their arrest, about 80 per cent.

That figure was 80 per ceant?
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Yes. The major employers were Chrysler, Ford and General

Motors Corperation and they -- of the B0 per cent who were |

employed these three corporations employed 41 per ceat of
that tetal.

With regard to senierity as to the
total of the 80 per cent who were in fact employed, 28
per cent were employed with their present employer one
year; two years, 24 per cent; three years, 15 per cemt,
and we find that 20 per cent of those who were empleyed
had been with their present employer five to ten years,
that would be about one-quarter of the sample of the
one thousand people, roughly one thousand.

On previeus arrests we find that abeut

thousand

47 per cent of around the/ interviewees, 47 per cent had
never had a previous arrest; about 27 per cent had one
arrest.

With regard to previous convictions,
we find a large percentage had no convictions. Of the
one thousand approximately, one thousand people interviewed
67 per cent had no previous cenvictions. 19 per cent had
om conviction; 8 per cent had twe convictions and we found
that 6 per cent had three or more convictions.

We break that down further as to
misdemeanoxrs. Arrests and/or convictions for misdemeanors,
we find that 79 per cent of those interviewed had ne
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arrests for and convictions for misdemeanors; and arrests
and/or comvictions fer felemies, 79 per cent had no
convictionms.

Then we asked about the bonds. We
looked inte the bond figures. We found that out ef about
900 people whe answered this questien we looked inte, 9
per cent had a bond of 0 to $1500, which would mean a
perscnal bend up to $1500, surety bond. 14 per cent of
the arrestees had a bond of $1500 to §2500; 5 per cent had
a bond from $2500 to $3000; 20 per cemnt of those I.nl:-ni.mf
had a bond of $5000; 44 per cent had a bend of $10,000 and
6 per cent had a bond of $25,000.

On the types of crimes being charged,
the people we interviewed, 52 per cent of them were charged
with entering without breaking which was the Statute that
was being used in the looting cases; ll per cent were
charged with breaking and entering; 11 per cent were being
charged with just lazceny; 6 per cent with receiviang stelen
goods; 2 per cent with carrying a concealed weapon; 15
per cent of them were being charged with vioclation of
curfew, which is a misdemeanor, of course. They were being
held in a maximum security prisem which normally is
something -- a prison where felons are incarcerated.

I will oot mention any names bere

because I don't have them in freat of me, but these are
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the size of bonds by Judge, and this enly pertains to those
people that we interviewed. .

Judge A. for example, here, gave 1.'-u|:m.-|:hi
of eight te $12,000, 86 per cent of the time. In other l
words, ef those people who were interviewed who were
arraigned by Judge A, 86 per cemt of his bonds were from
eight te §12,000.

Judge B, 49 per cent of his, or about
a little bit wore than half of Judge A were from eight to
$12,000, This would be in comparison to Judge ¢ who gave
out bonds in the amount of -- up te §3,000 58 per cent of
the time and he only gave bonds of eight to $12,000 5
per cent of the time. Five per cent of his bonds were
from eight to §$12,000 as opposed to Judge I whose bonds
were eight to $12,000 85 per cent of the time.

We did this in erder to show that
there were one or two judges at most who were probably '|
taking into consideration the risk factor, or the assurance
for trial of the people who were being arrested, that many
of the other judges uniformally gave high bomds.

Judge F for example, 94 per cent of
his bonds were between three and §7,000. By the way, these
figures not only are =- include the felonles, but also
include the curfew violaters, also, which iz a misdemsesanor
charge.

BETZ, ROWLEY anmp SUMMERS
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Now, this is a comparisom of prisoners
at Jacksen who had previeus arrests and convictions and
those -- with those who did not have these convictions and
to their relative bonds that were given at this time. This
was done in erder to show that arrests and cenvictions
had no bearing, or lack of arrests and convictions had no
bearing on what the bond size was going te be. This was
our hypethesis.

Bonds from zero through $3,000, those
that suffered no arrests prior to the disturbances, 22
per cent of them got bonds to three theusand dollars.

Those whe had cenvictions and arrests
before this time, 22 per cent also, It equalized,

Bonds from the size of three thousand
to seven thousand dollars, those who had no previeus
arrests, 22 per cent of them got a bond from three to
seven theGsand. Those who had arrests and cemvictions
30 per cent of those got bonds of that size.

Now, the impertant figure is the eight
to $12,000 grouping. Those that had no arrests and no
convictions prior to the disturbances of July, 1967, 48
per cent of those received bonds from eight to $12,000 as
opposed to those who had arrests and coavictioms prior to
the disturbances, they received -- 40 per cent of those

received bonds of that size too. It's rather close, which

BETZ. ROWLEY aAanND SUMMERS
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would indicate the the courts were not lookinmg to arrest
and comviction records in making a determination as to what
the bend size would be, It was uniformally given to peoplel
regardless of =- this would be my interpretatiom, regardless
of their previous arrests, high bonds were being given.

Do you know, Mr. Colista, whether or not a copy of that
decument has been made available te the Commission?

The President's Cosmission on Civil Disorders?

Yes.

Yes, it has been sent to Washingtem, and -- Steve Waldhornm.
Yes, to a Mr. Steve Waldhorn, I believe.

Were there any other particular instances invelved in the
administration of justice during that week that yeu think
were out of the ordimary or that you know to be out of Che
ordinary in terms of yeur experience in the Detroit Courts
prier to this disorder and during it?

Yes. There are a couple of additionals matters here .I

Of course, the one difficult problem was that when you did
get a request by, a family member, someone of that type
te loek into a particular matter, that it was very
difficult to find the prisoners, teo find the defendant,
It was very difficult to track down any kind of files.

1t was very difficult to get bonds reduced, even though
you had facts at hand which would indicate that a bend
reduction was in order.

BETZI, ROWLEY aAnD SUMMERS
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Lawyers who I talked with and
associated with during that eantire week, primasrily the
first few days of the diserders were all pretty much
unable to obtain writs of habeas corpus, and uniformally
just about =-- writs of habeas corpus, hearings on those
writs were postponed for several days or so. There were
some that were heard more immediately than ethers, it
depended on the particular judge, but by and large writs
of habeas corpus were very difficult to get hearings on.

Also for a peried of time, I bellieve,
starting on Wednesday, which would be July 26th, as I
recall, the Sheriff's office was not even taking bonds,
even 1f bond could be met. He refused to let people out
on that bond for abeut a day and a half, twe days. The
reason given was that it was difficult to find the
prisoners and they weren't going to look for them at that
particular time and he did in fact have a notice on the
door of the jailhouse, which is under his custedy, County
Jail, stating that no bonds would be heonored until furcher
notice, and I saw that myself.

MR, WILSON: Off che record.

(Whereupen a discussion was held off

the record.)

MR. WILSON: Thank you very much,
Mr Colista.
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(Whereupon the deposition was
concluded.)

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
88:;
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

I, Gerald Hamson, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose attached deposition was
taken before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me
first duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the
said deposition is a true and correct tramscript of the
whele of the depesition testimony so given by the said
witnese upon his oath.

I do further certify that I am not
connected by blood or marriage with any of the parties,
or that I am not employed by either of them, nor interested
in this matter in contreversy, either directly or

indirectly, in any way.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, Coumnty

of Wayne, State of Michigan, this ! 9 day of M N

i

1968, A. D.

M‘ “ Mtnsgn

Gerald Hamson
Motary Public, Wayne County, Michigan.
My Commission expires November 12, 196
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The Deposition of ALBERT SCHWALLER,
taken before Robert Prost, a Notary Public within and for
the County of Oakland, State of Michigan, on Wednesday,
January 10, 1968, at 823 Federal Building, Detreit,
Michigan, commencing about 3:30 o'cleck in the afternoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR. HATHANIAL JONES

BETZ, ROWLEY ampo SUMMERS

QUALIFIED COURT REPOARTERS

WOOODWARD 1-381%




24

45

EXAMINATION BY MR. JONES:
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Detroit, Michigan
Wednesday, January 10, 1948
About 3:30 o'cleck, P.M,
ALBERT SCHWALLEHR,
after having been first duly sworn by the Notary Public
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth, testified as follows:

For the record would you please state your name?
Albert Schwaller.

How do you spell your last namel

S-c-h-w-a-l-l-e-r.

By whom are you employed?

Detroit Police Department, City of Detroit.

In what capacity?

As an Inspector, Detective, Commanding Officer of the
Homicide Bureau.

What are your duties, sir?

I am directly in charge of the men employed at the
Homicide Bureau, assigned to the Homicide Bureau, and we
deal in Homlicide, unnatural death, suicide, attempted
suicide, and abortions. And I am responsible for the

investigation and the processing of these cases.
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How long have you been assuming these duties?

I have been in charge about 14 months as Inspector. I
worked prior im the Homicide Bureau as Executive Lieutenant
approximately a year prior to my probation, and I was
working as the acting -- as a Detective, and Detective
Sergeant approximately seven years in the Homicide Bureau.
Do you have supervision over the preparation and the main-
taining of reports of homicide and unnatural deaths?

This is my responsibility, yes.

I hand you what I have marked for identification purposes
as Exhibit D-2 and ask you to identify that please.

Yes, I can recognize this.

What is it, sir?

This is a report on a "Case investigated form, Detreoit
Police Department, Police Department No. 4674, City of
Detroit, No. 672."

Now, this is a form we use for the
investigating officers who are assigned to a homicide,
make a summary of the investigation. The primary facts
here are the name of the deceased, the name of the

officers handling the case, the name of the defendant who

is being charged. .

|
And then there is a summary, detailing

the investigation from the very start, which would be from

the time we were first notified of the crime, following

HOWLEY AmN SUMMERS
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through to the ultimate ending of the crime,

And we submit this summary to the
Wayne County Prosecutor, Mr. William Cahalan, or one of
his assistants.

Now, this is only a summary. With
this report they will have with them statements of the
arresting officers, statement of the officer responding
to the scene, statement of all witnesses, the autopsy
report, the medical examination made, a detailed autopsy
report, this has to be in the file giving the cause of
death. Every witness that is mentioned or had anything to
do with this particular case, a statement is taken from
him and this is also taken along to the Prosecutor's
office. Also the records of both deceased and of the
defendant are given to the Prosecutor. Any facts pertain-
ing to this case is kept on our file, the homicide file,
in a large manila envelope, and we number each one.

This is how we keep all our records
together. Now, we give this to the Prosecutor. He could
not make a decision on what I have here in my hand. This

is merely a summary of what took place.

And is that record prepared in the normal course of functions

of the Police Department?

Every case, whether it is a homicide or whether it is a

holdup or a purse snatching, or whether it is just a simpl
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larceny, we use the same form, yes.

1 hand you what I have marked for identificatiom purposes
as Exhibit D-3. 1Is that an official Police Department
report record?

It is.

And is that on the homicide of Sharon George.

Yes.

And D-4, would you indicate whose report that is, please.
it is. The deceased is George Messerlian.

Now, D-=57

It is. And it is regarding the deceased of Nathanial
Edmonds .

And D-61

It is. Regarding the deceased, Helem Hall.

And D-77

It is. Deceased is Julius L. Dercy.

And D-87

It is. The deceased is Tonia Blanding.

And D-91

It is, the deceased is Henry Denson.

And D=-107

Yes, it is. The death of William Daltenm.

D-117

it is. The deceased, John Lerey.

D-121

BETZ. ROWLEY AMp SUMMERS

iT REFORTES




10

12

14

15

17

12

4

5

o > 0 > £ > &5 > &5 >

It is. The deceased is Alfred Peachlum.

D-131

It is. The deceased is Larry Post.

D-141

It is. The deceased, Jack Sydnor.

D=157

It is, the deceased is Clifton Pryor.

D-161

It is, the deceased is George Tolbert.

Did you have occasion to read the accounts of some of the
homicide that appear in the Detroit Free Presa?

I read the account in the Detroit Free Press and alsc the
Detroit News.

And did you form an opinion as to the accuracy of those
accounts and also the benefit that may have accured from
this type of reporting?

Well, the information, of course, was received right
directly from our office. I think the Free Press started
their own investigation and they became involved out there,
and we got together and we thrashed out our differences.
And I have no quarrel with the newspapers. 1 think they
did a wonderful job. And I co-operated theroughly with
the newspapers, because I think they should publish the |
facts of what is going on in our city.

The various exhibits which you have just identified, 2
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through 16, representing reports of homicides, are these
homicides all riot-comnnected?

Would you like to look through them?
I would like to leok through them again.

The homicides reflected in the Exhibit D-2 through D-16,
have been examined by you. Can you tell us whether each
of the homicides is riet-conmected?

In my estimation they are. However, there is one that may
be doubtful. The death of Walter Grzanka, it is a 45-year
old white man that broke inte a store and was shot by the
store owner.

Now, we will never know what was in
his mind, whether it just happened to be at the time he
broke into the store, or whether it was riot-comnmected.
There may be some doubt in someone's mind. However, I
have filed it as a riot-connected.

MR, JONES: 1 think that is all.

(Whereupen the deposition was

concluded.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) 8S:
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

I, Robert Prost, of the firm of BETZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Oakland, State of
Michigan, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose attached deposition was
taken before me on Wednesday, January 10, 1968, was by me
first duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that the said
deposition 1s a true and correct transcript of the whole
of the testimony so given by the said witness upon his

oath.

I do further certify that I am not connected

by blood or marriage with any of the parties, or that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this
matter in controversy, either directly, or indirectly, in
any way.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of

Wayne, State of Michigan, this d #dly OE‘Q"‘%
v

1968, A, D, _
¥,

Robert Prost,

Notary Public, Qakland County, Michigan

My Commission expires November 28, 19
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The Deposition of RITA GRIFFIN, taken
before Gerald Hanson, a Notary Public within and for
the County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at 479 Ledyard
Street, Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday, January 9, 1968,

commencing about 12:15 o'clock in the afternoon.

FOR THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMISSION:

MR. HERMAN WILSON
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pase— 2
Detroit, Michigan
Tuesday, January 9, 1968
About 12:15 o'clock, P.M.
RITA GRIFFIN, awitness herein,
having first been duly sworn by the Motary Public to tell
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WILSON:
Would you state your full name and address for the record,
ma 'am?
Okay. Rita Griffin, the address is 37 Auburndale.
And can you tell me what your occupation is, Miss Griffins
On the staff for the Chronicle.
How long have you been so employed?
Well, I have been with the Chronicle around seven years,
Can you tell me what you were doing on the morning of July
23xd, 19677
You mean before =--
(Interposing): 1In the early morning hours?
Sleeping.
Can you tell me when you first learned that something was
going on in Detroit on that morning?
Okay, I learned through a telephone call, and I would say
it was a little before nine, between eight and nine o'clock.

BETZ, ROWLEY anD SUMMERS
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At some time thereafter did you leave home, then?
Yes.
Can you tell me where you went when you left home?
We went on Twelfth and Atkinson.
Can you tell me -- was this Twelfth and Atkinson within
the riot area, where riot activity was going on at that
time?
I think it extended as far as Atkinson. We were about a
block away from the main area which by that time, they had
it blocked off at Clairmount. I don't know how far they

had it blocked down the other way.

Did you have occasion that morning to observe people who
were involved in looting stores?

Several, yes.

Were there any police in the vicinity when you saw people
looting storess

Yes,

Do you recall any particular incident that you could
describe -- tell me what the conduct of the police was at
that time?

Well, as far as their conduct, I couldn't say. There was
one incident on Grand River and Beverly, an appliance store,
Goodhousekeeping, where the people were looting and they
would actually drive up to the store and load things in the|

car.

BETZ, ROWLEY anp SUMMERS
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Now, the police were on Grand River and
Joy and they were in a position to see this because they
were about & block away, and they did nothing, you know,
they didn't tell them to stop, as far as I could see,
They just stood there and sort of directed traffic,.
Did you observe at any time people driving by a policeman
and showing goods they had looted?
Occasionally. This was primarily the younger adults,
maybe the ones in their teens, they would drive by and
maybe they would hold up an article, an item.
What action, if any, was taken by the Police when this
sort of thing happened?
Well, they would either ignore it or they would move on,
Did you notice anyone being arrested by police that
morning?
No, I didn't see any arrests out there at all.
Did you drive around other parts of the city during the
day on Sunday?
Yes, we did.
And in what general area did you drive?
Well, we moved wherever we heard there was a disturbance,
an outbreak of looting. From Twelfth we went to Linwood
and then Lawton, Grand River area, Dexter area.
Looting was going on in all of these places at some time
Sunday?
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Yes,

Did you observe any other instances of police seeing
people in the process of looting, or being in a position
of seeing people in the process of looting and taking no
action to stop them?

Well, on Dexter, when we arrived on Dexter they were just
beginning to break into the stores, you know, looters.
Well, the street was sort of congested, it was very
crowded, but there were policemen on the street and there
weR no arrests and they were carting off large items,.

Do you recall approximately what time of day this was on
Sunday when you got to Dexter?

Let's see., When we got to Dexter it must have been =~ I
really can't say. It was early afternoon. It must have
been around about two or later,

And what time of day did you leave the street on Sunday, or
were you in and out?

Well, we were in and out all day. You mean what time did
1 finally go?

Yes, finally leaver?

1 think we finally went about eight o'clock.

During the entire day on Sunday when you were out did you
observe the police making any arrestsey

No. I saw no arrests at all.

Can you tell me, Miss Griffin, what your activities were,

BETZ., ROWLEY anmp SUMMERS
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or your duties were with the newspaper for the balance of
the riot weeks?
Well, let's see. The deadline was the next day and --
which is my off day ordinadly, but I knew there was a
shortage and I came in to help, and mostly I would man the
phones and answer the calls of various reporters through-
out the Country, you know, and I would inform them what
was going on and what we had learned up to date and I think
I was then assigned to a story on one of the stores that
had been burned.
You were not generally on the street during the rest of
the week covering the riot in progress?
No, I wasn't. I think Monday was about the last day that
1, you know, was involved and then any information I had,
or any stories I covered were on the telephone,

MR. WILSON: Off the record.

(Whereupon a discussion was held off cthe

record.)
(By Mr. Wilson, continuing): Can you tell me, Miss Griffin
what the general attitude of the people waswho were on the
streets on Sunday? How did they react to what was going
on?
Well, they were very ammeniable toward each other, and
when it first started -- well, when we were out there,
actually before the fires and whatnot, it was like one big

BETZ ROWLEY ano SUMMERS
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party, you know, everybody was having a ball and share and
share alike; as if one person, say, had a case of Coke or
a case of liquor, whatnot, he would divide it, you know.
They wouldn't sell it, they would just give it away, and
things that couldn't be used were left on the street.

Did you have an opportunity to observe the general age
level of the people who were involved in this? Were they

older people, younger people, people of all ages?

Generally it was people of all ages., You would see children

helping their parents, you know, in some cases. In some
cases you would see teenage boys, but I don't think there
was any particular age limit.
Were there many people other than Negroes involved i the
looting that you observeds?
No, I don't -- no, I didn't observe that, not on this
particular day. Later, I know, you know, I noticed that,
but not Sunday, in other areas.

MR, WILSON: Off the record,.

(Whereupon a discussion was held off the

record,)

MR, WILSON: Thank you, very much, Miss
Griffin.

THE WITNESS: You are wicome.

(Whereupon the deposition was concluded.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) 88,
COUNTY OF WAYNE )

CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

1, Gerald Hanson, of the firm of BETIZ,
ROWLEY and SUMMERS, Qualified Court Reporters, a Notary
Public within and for the County of Wayne, State of
Michigan, duly commlssioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the witness whose attached deposition was
taken before me on Tuesday, January 9, 1968, was by me
first duly cautioned and sworn to testify the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that
the said deposition is a true and correct transcript
of the whole of the testimony so given by the said wit-
ness upon his oath.

I do further certify that I am not connecte
by blood or marriage with any of the parties, that I am
not employed by either of them, nor interested, in this
matter in controversy, directly or indirectly, in any way.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my notarial seal at Detroit, County of

7
Wayne, State of Michigan, this/(/ _day of éf“"!ﬁ d

1968, A.D.

., —/
_fjgr; ‘1’% z'ﬁfh‘-"‘"u'lj
Gerald Hanson
Notary Public, Wayne County, Michigan

My Commission expires November 12, 1968
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INVESTIGATION

: RE: WASHINGTON, D. C. :

Mew Pederal Building #7

Room #8230
17th and H. Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Friday, January 19, 1968

Deposition of Mr. Saul Friedman, witness in the
above-entitled cause, called for examination at the New
Federal Building, 17th and H. Streets, N.W., beginning at
2:15 P.M., before Ronald J. Tette, a Notary Public in and

for the District of Columbia.

APPEARANCE :

David Birnborn for the Government.
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Thereupon,
SAUL PRIEDMAN
having been first and duly sworn, was examined and testified
as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. BIRMBORN:

i1 Would you statae your name and address?

A Saul Friedman, 5534 Johnson Avenue, Bethesda,

Maryland, office address 1195 Hational Press Building.

o What is your occupatlon?

A I am a reporter for the Fnight Newapaper
which includes the Detreit Free Press.

Q During the course of the riot in Detroit
thi= last summer were you assiogned to report on the disorder
for the Detroit Free Press?

L8 Yes.

1 Can you tell me when you first wemt to

Detroit to report it?

A I couldn't recall the exact date, it was a
Wednesday.

o What did you actually do?

A When I got to the office, I was assigned to

do a story which ineluded several telephone calls for the

following day, the Thursday paper, it didn't involve going
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out to any of the sectiona, but simply talking to some n:tptrti
around the country about Negro problems, race preoblems and
riota. That afternoon, howaver, on my own, I managed to go
to the rict area and accompany a unit of the MNational Guard

patrolling the riot area that night.

o What was the means of transpertation which
you used?

.8 Do you mean getting out there or--

o Once you were there?

L I rode with the Compmand jeep, that is the

jeep in which the, I believe the Cowmpany Commander was
riding, a Captain.

o How was the NHational Guard group constituted,
in tarms of vehiclea?

A We went out on a, what was callad a combat

patrol. Although, it may have been more like a reconnaissancs

patrel. It inciuded, as I recall, two jeeps in each of which
were four scldiers. Another command jeep in which I was
riding with another reporter, the Captain, driver and the
guardsman who was to man the radio. We were followed by a
tank as we went out on patrol. Later, we split away from
the other jeeps and the tanks so that the Captain could
¢ruise around his entire assigned area checking on his other

jeep patrols and men on foot.

£ So, altogether, these vehicles formed a
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column?

L Yes.

& Approximately how long did you spend with
this group on this misaion?

h From about sunset, at about 7 o'clock, I
suppose, to around one in the morning,

[+ And did you go back the following day with

the sames group?

A No, T did net.
Q Anaother group of National Guardsmen?
(0ff record)

(Back on record)

THE WITNESS: No, I didn't go riding with the
National Guard after that, but I did go back to the riet
area, chscking with guardsmen, residamts, policeman, other
pacple in pursuit of information and stories=.
BY MER. BIRNBORN:

11 Could you relate to uz some of the occurrences,
some of the more significant occurrences which developed

during the course aof your experience with the National Guard

group?

A Yes, I can, along around sundewn, firing began

breaking out a block away from us at all times in the distance we

we could hear firing and when the Captain received information

on his radio that there was a suspected sniper in his area,
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6
we would race in the jeep to that location. I remember when
it was quite dark, but still fairly early in the night, we
suddenly pulled up in front of a large old house on a corner
in the area and word was whispersd to me by tha Captain or

somebody in the jeep that there was a sniper in that house.

When we had arrived there, thare were other police units and
National Guard units. It didn't appear that they had been
there for very long becauss people were still getting out of
the cars and jeepa. We got out of the jeep gquickly and creuch-
ad down, taking cover, and simply waited. In a few minutes
the tank came rumbling up and without hearing a command from
anyona or a shot ceming from the house, the tank, the guards-
men crouching in various places, and the police copened up
firing at the house. I suppose each of them must have fired
two or three rounds, then I'm sure the machine qun fired one
or two bursts of perhaps five or ten rounds each. No one
seemed to know that there was a sniover in the house, everyone
sesmbd to know it because someone told them, but I couldn't
find anyene who saw, actually saw a shot or heard a shot or

saw a muzzle flash or had bsen nearly hit by a shot., I founé

no evidence that there were any shots landing in the strests
from any house. After the firing stopped, I heard footsteps
to get into better position in the house and then more
firing from small arms fire and than someone yelled, "they

got him -- thev got him," and I saw, I think, three white
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men being

hustled from the house by police officers and

National Guardsmen. They were hustled very quickly into a

car and driven off. A couple of hour= later, I might

interject
same. Wa
we passed
sniper in
the jeep,
asometimes

back into

which was

group?

here, throughout the evening, the process was the
heard héarsdy reports either from the streaets as
by, or from the radio that there was a suspected

a particular building. We would race, jump out of
erouch, somatimeas shots were fired at the building,
not, after nothing hapoened we would simply climb
our jeep and go someplace where shots were fired.
1] You were brought in by the Command Jeap
commanded by the Captain?

A Yas.

o Was he the highest officer in command of the

| B Yesx,

0 Reference had been made to chack with high

authorities with respeet to the veracity or access of

information regarding identification of sniper, the Commander

of the unit would have made those efforts?

A Yas, ha would hava. In fact, cne of the

situations while we were crouching, I simply wondered alond

to the Captain why normal police procedures aren't followed

regarding

a police reporter before and I have been in kinds of situations

fugitive or a suspect in a building. I have been
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