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Origir. ACTION: Amembassy AMMAN
EA 

Info, 

r lo Embassy should deliver following messageg
USIA 
NSC "His Majesty 
Ci.'R 

Hussei:n I 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

QUOTEOn the anniversary of your ascension to the throne 

of Jordani1 I once again take great pleasure in conveying to 

you my pers©nal greetings and the best wishes of the American 

people for the increasing prosperity of your countryo The 

United States values highly its association with Jordan and 

looks forward to coo.tinued clo8e and cordial relatioos between 
Sincerely£) 

our two nations oI Lyndon Bo Johnson o UNQUOTE 

2o Department will release following Post confirmation of 

receipt by add·t>ess~e unlerss objection receivedo 
~~i~~>,:. 

_,;p·;;..

END RLSK 

Drafted by: Telegraphic transmission and 

EA/ ARN~ PEBeardges g7 / 2 9 / 6 NEA= Rodger P., Davies.'classification approved by: 

Clearances: CIDNEA/ ARN CO Mr o Ath~rton S/S Mr O Wal~h 
OP Mro Freeman (subs) White House= Mr0 Wriggin~ 

S/CPR - Miss Nichols 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'eONFID ENTIAL August 4., 1966 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Message to Jordanian King Hussein 

August 11 marks the anniversary of Husseinis ascension to the 
throne. A short message from you., like one you sent last year, is an 
easy way to show our continuing concern. As a courtesy gesture, it 
should not cause us any trouble elsewhere in the area. 

We are in pretty good shape in Jordan now as a result of our 
aircraft sale. However, we will have to keep on gradually cutting back our 
economic aid. So keeping alive his sense of your personal interest is 
worth a little effort. 

If you approve., we would send the following: 

"On the anniversary of your ascension to the throne 
of Jordan., I once again take great pleasure in conveying to 
you my personal greetings and the best wishes of the American 
people for the increasing prosperity of your country. The 
United States values highly its association with Jordan and 
looks forward to continued close and cordial relations between 
our two nations. Sincerely, Lyndon B. Johnson" 

State recommends you approve and I concur. 

wARostow 

Approve v' S/s 

Disapprove 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON August 3,

_...CONFIDEN'fIAL ' 

11946 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Message to 
King Hussein 

August 11 marks the date in 1953 when King Hussein 
ascended the throne in Jordan. In 1957, the United States 
established a special relationship with Jordan which has con­
tinued without interruption. 

In the past few years, however, and especially prior to 
our decision to sell supersonic fighter aircraft to Jordan, 
the King has expressed some concern about the strength of our 
support for him. Particularly in view of current attacks on 
him by militant Arab nationalists and Palestinians, we be­
lieve the King feels the need for reassurances of our strong 
support. 

Such reassurances would be consistent with our decision 
to sell him supersonics and to continue heavy economic aid 
to Jordan. Such a message might also offset any doubts we 
may have raised in the King's mind by informing him that we 
plan to reduce our budget subsidy to Jordan next year by 
about 17 percent. 

A proposed message is enclosed, similar to one which 
was sent last year. 

VJ ,(i?J..tat
Be~ H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Proposed Message to 
King Hussein 

C ONFIDEN'fIAL '­
Group 3 

Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 
not automatically declassified. 
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1/ 
UNCLASSIFIED 

ACTION: Amembassy AMMAN 

STATE 

1. Embassy should deliver following message: 

"His Majesty 

Hussein I 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

QUOTE On the anniversary of your ascension to the throne 

of Jordan, I once again take great pleasure in conveying to 

you my personal greetings and the best wishes of the American 

people for the increasing prosperity of your country. The 

United States values highly its association with Jordan and 

looks forward to continued close and cordial relations between 

our two nations. Sincerely, Lyndon B. Johnson. UNQUOTE 

2. Department will release following Post confirmation of 

receipt by addressee unless objection received. 

END 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Origin ACTION: Amembassy AMMAN 

~ EXDIS 

(dated May 4 ) 
Plea8e deliver following letter/ from President to. !Ung Hussein: 

QUOTE 

Thank you for your ki.nd letter in which you expressed your apprecia~ 

tion for the opportunity to purchase F-104 airet<·aft:o Ou:t decision to 

sell t:hese ai.rcraft was based on our belief that you and tthe people of 

Jordan are firm and reliable friends of the United State.so I hope that 

the sale will fu·rther strengthen the ties of fd.endship and mutual trust 

that ex.ist be.tween our two count.deso 

I send you best wishes for the future and I hope you will have every 

success in carrying out your heavy responsi'bi,1.itie.so 

Sincerely I>-

Lyndon Bo Johnson UNQUOTE 

GP-3o 

END 

Drafted by, Telegraphic transmission and 

NEA:NE:MWWiley~es:4/22/66 classification approved by, NEA - Rod e.r po Davie 
Clearances, 

NE - Mr~ Atherton Wh:!te Hous - Mr o Br!O)ruley Smith 
S/S -Mro Walsh 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 

...SECRET- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

https://responsi'bi,1.itie.so
https://State.so
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Tuesday, May 
3 :30 

3., 1966 
Po mo 

MEMORANDUM FOR T- E PRESIDENT 

K"ng ussein has wri -ten you an extremely warm 
thank-you etter for your decis"on to se 1 F-104·s to Jordano 
It requires not ing more than a friendly acknowledgment 
because all of our tough conditions are clearly spelled out in 
the secret memo of understan ing which concluded the dealo 
So this letter just wraps up the niceties c:1 

A tached for signature "f you approve) ~ 

~-? 
'¥)~stow 

SECRJ!:T 
\I 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

May 5, 1966 

Mr. Bromley Smith 
The White House 

The attached letter ·ig- - -­
returned for your consideration. 
The contents have been conveyed 
to Amman by cable. 

J~~ 
Deputy Exec. Secretary 

Attch: 
Letter from the President 
to King of Jordana 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 4, 1966 

Your Majesty: 

Th you for your kind letter in which you expressed 
your a prefcati.on for the opportunity to p chase 
F-104 ·rcraft. Our decision to sell se aircraft 
was base on our belief th.at you and e people of 
Jordan are ·rm and reliable frie of the United 
States. I ho e that the sale further strengthen 

cl.ship and m trust that exist 
between our tw countries 

I send you best wi e for the future and I hope you 
will have every sue ss in carrying out your heavy 
responsibilities.· 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 
King of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan 
Amman 

'I1r·1 • •· l I i...,atf;J_0-,2.1/-0/ 

TIIAN8f'&:RRED TO HANDW 
• . _ NITtNCS FIL.ii 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

~/EXDIS 

April 24, 1966 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proposed Presidential Message to 
King Hussein 

Enclosed is a recommended reply to King Hussein's 

letter of April 9 to President Johnson. The letter was 

transmitted to the White House on April 19. 

Enclosures: 

1. Suggested message to 
King Hussein 

2. Letter to President Johnson 
from King Hussein 

DETERMINEDTO E 
AOMINISTRAT3VE 
E.O.12356, SE 

BY.t,J\\) 

Group 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 
not automatically declassified. 
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-S~CRET EXDIS 

Proposed Message from President Johnson 

to King Hussein 

Your Majesty: 

Thank you for your kind letter in which you expressed 

your appreciation for the opportunity to purchase F-104 

aircraft. Our decision to sell these aircraft was based 

on our belief that you and the people of Jordan are firm 

and reliable friends of the United States. I hope that 

the sale will further strengthen the ties of friendship 

and mutual trust that exist between our two countries. 

I send you best wishes for the future and I hope you 

will have every success in carrying out your heavy 

responsibilitieso 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. 

SECRE'f-EXDIS 
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THB ROYAL PALACB, ... ··.:··i':. 1::_. ·-~····.-· 1_ 

.: '.' Amman, JORDAN, • 
1
;. • ;. '. • ·:·: .:·.' •• : f:·<·;> ,-; 

I i • • • 1, 0 : • t •:- ~ : ,_. • ~.:,;-. 

Apr:i.1 _9~h, 1_~66 . .rl.o ...,tf;,__., ; ;: ::.:~_.:·:.·f_:.}_:_·, 
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P ~ I • • ; ' ~p , ~· • .:-
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., ~ ...! , • ,.. 
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.'., _.,: !, r·.;:~?:::/ 
Dear M~. President: 

... 

It is with a deep sense of gratitude and_appreciation that I 

wr.i te to you', folfowing the conclusion of the agreement between the 

Government of the Un.i ted Sta tee of .America and ·the Government of the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for the supply to the Royal Jordanian 

Air Poree with the United States bui1t P.1O4 Starfighter.type aircraft, 

and al.so following the return to Jordan o'f ·i~s·, negotiator General .Amer <.(}-~-;:-·_·t, 

Khammaeh Chief of Staff, of our Armed For'cee. ·_, . ....- , .(}: '.~.·\_· 
/ I ( •,,. ·,,...._ '~:, 

! ~-' • . ·-

There is no way, Mr. President, by which I could express my ·' ·/ ':,1~·.\.-~~;}~ 

deep gratitude and that of my Government and peopl.e, especially in I :. ; ~ 
{ ·.: the Armed Pore es and particu1arly in the Air Poree, for your 

understanding and support, and for the friendly spirit which 

from it· and with which, the Jordanian negotiator wae met, throughout 

hie stay up to the completi_on of hie m.ieaion in. the United States •. 

:.!/>~.::·,': 

I;'?•.~•:.-~:.~,.,;••~• 
1,,. It is indeed only a new demonstration of the solidarity of •• ·.<.i.·.1.,{:·:.._::~.-•_;}__ ....... 

the relations ·that happily exist between our two nations, the : -= , 
! '.i". <,.. :.-:~ .....

··confidence, truat and .the sense of unity .in be1onging to the family . •:'"•:. ~·..1: 
>,~1. .I;; )."~,~::·~ 

• ........... ~.:~~/, '. of free nations, safeguarding joint-principles and ·upholding the· same. 
';• ,;.• I -::..,_. ~; •. ',i ,. ., ...., .. 
• ; .. I .;,:·_.•,. ;-\·\(_.ideals.

::· ?)./'::
-n:- Mr. President, you came to our ·aesietance as the great fr.i~nd ~ .~-. 

;·:_:)::;we know· you to be, and we are proud to have, your personal aes.ietance at ·;-·r_':j;•::.::,:· 

<:} an extremely delicate moment in Jordan' e history shall never be for~oi;te.·~.::_f\.-:·-'.,~'

\? and by pro_viding ue w.i th the 1O4s; we know that the United Sta tee • ('.~~-<(~·-
., ....·' 

I f. ,_ .~. •. ·• 

Government has prov~ded us with the best. • ... I am fairly confident that 

~~~ Jordanian pilots will prove those. aircraft· to be the beet,· and 

one• again that the strength of Jordan wil1 be ae it has always been 
. . 

that of freedom, atabi1.:1.ty • and progr.ee,•, •. tha~\_._the_ etreng_th of Jordan . 
it 

I J •. • • • • • •, • ••.• =,,,:__,,; ,:: ... , .. • .•· • '..' •• _-\• f, • " • :• , ; • , 
' .. ''. ~; ,, ' 

1 L ·• , ': ' \: i•.,~·}:;'ti .. >,'f• 

•' -~.~ '·' .. , 
,.. 
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THB ROYAL PALACB, 

Amman, JORDAN, 

April 9th, 1966. 

Dear Mr. President: 

It ia with a deep sense of gratitude and appreciation that I 

write to you, following the conclusion of the agreement between the 

Government of the United States of America and the Government of the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for the supply to the Royal Jordanian 

Air Force with the United States built F.104 Starfighter type aircraft, 

and also following the return to Jordan of its negotiator General Amer 

Khammash Chief of Staff of our Armed Forces. 

There is no way, Mr. President, by which I could express my 

deep gratitude and that of my Government and people 9 especially in 

the Armed Forces and particularly in the Air Force, for your personal 

understanding and support, and for the friendly spirit which emanated 

from it and with which, the Jordanian negotia~r was met, throughout 

his stay up to the completion of his mission in the United States. 

It is indeed only a new demonstration of the solidarity of 

the relations that happily exist between our two nations, the 

confidence, trust and the sense of unity in belonging to the family 

of free nations, safeguarding joint-principles and upholding the· same 

ideals. 

ir. President, you came to our assistance as the great friend 
-

we know you to be, and we are proud to have>your personal assistance at 

an ex~remely delicate moment in Jordan's history shall never be forgotten 

and by providing us with the 104s, we know that the United States 

Government has provided us with the best. I am fairly confident that 

our Jordanian pilots will prove those aircraft to be the best, and 

once again that the strength of Jordan will be as it has always been 

that of freedom, stability and progres•, that the strength of Jordan 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec.3.6 

NL] O~- 3 \ 
By~ NARA, Date -~7-l>~ 



shall never be used in any other way save in legitimate self-defence,for 

freedom, justice and in perauance of a better future for the people 

of this part of the world. 

I seize thi~ opportunity to wish you, Mr. President, continued 

good health and every success in fulfilling your great and demanding 

responsibilities~ 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 

Washington D. C. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
1/WASHINGTON 

April 19, 1966 
SECRE'f=c.EXDIS 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 6482 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR .. WALT W .. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from King Hussein of Jordan 
to President Johnson 

Enclosed is a letter from King Hussein to 
Pre ident Johnson regarding the provision of jet 
aircraft by the U.S. to Jordan. 

The Department will forward to you its recom­
mendation regarding reply. 

~~l?L,..--
J.,,.,,- Benjamin H. Read 
u-- Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Letter from King Hussein./ (~ ,;/i-J 

-SECREff•EXDIS 

✓ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE ? 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
The White House 
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clearance prior to transmission. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Draft telegram to AMMAN 
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er Bunter• now i eatory.
continu t t all ucea.,ary 

c. JGlfUD l couultat:lon 1V(Jtl~-mt woulctlu•••·••••~X,Nll'-W-•t•,·•t• 
•I ndaimi&e hlatlg®ftUJ COil • of mo---··...... .. r••~ lea 

iutn@tly 3ub•id • ldup . • intu.tle 

atabilit;J and •c c growth. 

D. ll ce ow offer la coatiage UAC provision of n~••aary fundaf ~ 
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l9. tou ikould p, ou • 

10.-. .-14 be ... , ....... n.ag 

•ttW •twemtl)' oloaely wit "·-~ , ,· :J_ 

, U. to Qqld 1111• 

t,10.:.J,jil'U,t;I, ....... -41-ti 

•• •• consult ,4th u u r•a•.-• tt.1 "~ ao ataib 

J!tav~t11 liaM. 

fr••• bl Vnltid St:at•• f• n,w•oal• .uaa I pllot• ,__.._.. •VM•l lllOII$• ase 
- la c;oaUaulag. 

•• 1, GQJ l• ,...,,.. bf otae~ Al'ab 4•1..-.h.~.with --~~rd~~--~•~ 

_._., ...__. • ., it 1houlfi point out tbl• '111••t~~ •~t ~--~•~• ~lr•t •~bo• 

'.ti iut for cl♦l4ff1:1 la .1968 at tfhloh ttale nec•••l'.f pf.lot -~•1~•- ~lid !~tallaU.011 

gl'ouad eDYlwoum.eatwill 1,e comfl•,t•·d. H~r~ decl•~!)ll C)~rl11g adtllllonal_ 2~ 

~~•craft ~are• ta ,-iMipl•~ lo ob#bdl are ox-aeen providedfund• are ._t~hl♦ 

from UAQ.• 
'';, ' , . ~ 

11. If Ung r••• availa'bl l y ••l04G' 
<:- \ 

• rformaaa• •. Je-.lcal 

ld be pnpadcl •1••~••• 
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-.ppll# miltau:, equ1·...-t t:o bOti ... Jr we will 1118ft wbat 

we 40Uiclu 1-gl.daata ,,4af-.e ...8' lf t•• 
it 

U. will •••11 Ile .... GWnl IOYualt ciala (~11.IOeand lol"'-~) lut 

)"Mr. ~ coulJI U.'M ·•• us aalU o ~-:~IW,1, ... •~w ·Dn-»O'lm· ona,.. A"J. .. 1,• 

mu• ta •I_...1 wJ.11 k kept at: ae low. 1 ~ l Jle,Nlt'tlUlll.... 1a 'dAw 

........ &ma 1IAC -- •• , .... ••.S et arm•. to otllal" UAC ... ber9., 

psrtieu.lasl7 a&,. 11G UIIIIOt ptl1d._t •t1rArtd ... ~......i;p· 1 f·• 11 at VAC-ti~ 

\. att-,t l• _.. ta liltk: •lea of ... to Jordan end ulea to larael,. Jorclaa an atilt• 

atmple trttth that- •lt a. Sovt•• ulu ._ other Arab•• aot: • •l•• m loNan no~ laudl 

tl.., Yea 80Ulcl iftf._. Uq • _._•teal Jlritiah pr.opo• to .-wait· a l'ftiaN 

elf• oa Llahud.ila••· W. haw laMl'po_.. ao oh ectlon._ J_..nialllt; .itoulcl cleoUe-

oa of._•'- llaht of tbelr.,.. 1atel' .. ta. n11 •• clo not· 1,e11-.. that oewoffer 

tdl1 be liplfiaa:117 mo..- ..-ptiabl• .tlwt la•t oae ._.. have,• 4eat'te .-...our:age·GQf 

l•~•-t _.•t thi• late ate Pl m. 
. . 

14. Wltk regarcl to .._I.led negotiatii 

1'.1Mluna9haat Samu PNOtN ·to ·~, ·itr•anu Kham.nath alone wou14 probahlf be 
:-'" 

ext'remell' 41.fft«ult pMelude denaging publicity. l.equest yo~ eathtate •• to 

leuibiUt~ yow _.t1au111 •areement in Jorda • with help ou or more technic~•• 

&om Wuh.lngtoa.-. anti y.._ •uggqtions aa 
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,I Please deliver following oral message from President to ... "' ..~.,.,·_-,..• . .' 

i· King usuein: 
i' 

QUOTE I appreciate your candid letter about the urgency and 
attach . . 

Importance. you/mcm,ca ·to Jordan•• need for supersonic aircraft. 

In the same spirit, I assure you that it remains our policy to 

upport the integrity and progres~ of Jordan to the fullest extent • 

. Within our capabilities and --our many world-wide commitments we 

intend to continue· viewing Jordan's needs with understanding and 

sympathy. 

We have never hidden from you that Jordan's request for 
problems 

upersonic aircraft raise grave and complex/PGXlCUlli for us, 

beyond thosd we recognize it raises for you. -From the beginning 

we have given this matter the most searching ...atudy. Aware of 

the increasing prt,ssure being felt by Your Majes~y, I have asked 

for an urgent and searching re•examination of-'how the problem can 
.-.: 

r---=.-=~----:--------'-------f------,.:__-~----------------~~ 
Drafted by,. • , ,. Telegrapfilc fran1ml1sl.on and, 

__NEA: PDavies:NE:HMS classification approv~ by,_ . , ; , NEA - Amb. Hare 
CIHrance11 
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~=:mt~~DCD be ·met: u a wa}"'that: will be beat for ;both of us. 

e 11 b J.n ·touch with you further. hopefully.:in no r t n 
I' .. 

t :. • f · w Its. In meantime •. earnestly you ablethe I hope will be 

I .• ' 
,t •. f,;;~/i,·,·~ 

;.k--~~-.-·...-.:--:,;. old off any ,dedaion on your airc~ ft: •needs l:ha't ·would put 
r,j 

on .ability to closes·t ties ·with you• '.;· · : :1n our ma±ntaln the .-and 

your 1coun~ •. 

( ,t 
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ACTION Amembasy Amman 

EXDIS 

Please deliver following oral message from President to King Hussein: 

"I appreciate your candid letter about the urgency and importance you 

attach to Jordan's need for supersonic aircraft. In the same spirit, I assure you 

that it remains our policy to support the integrity and progress of Jordan to 

the fullest extent.. Within our capabilities and our many world-wide commit­

ments we intend to continue h"~~:is1!eP Jordan 1 s needs with understanding and 

sympathy .. 

"We have never hidden from you that Jordan's request for supersonic 

aircraft raises grave and complex problems for u~beyond those we recognize 

it raises for you.. From the beginning we have given this matter the most 

searching study. Aware of the increasing pressure being felt by Your 

Majesty, I have asked for an urgent and searching re-examination of how 

the problem can be met in a way that will be best for both of us. We will be 

in touch with you further, hopefully in no more than a few weeks.. In the 

meantime, I earnestly hope ym will be able to hold off any decisions on 

your aircraft needs that would put strains on our ability to maintain the 

closest ties with you and your country .. 

With highest regards, 

Lyndon B. Johnson" 
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:: '. :: i :J'. i ldT!ON Amembasy Am1na11; tl:jq· •. ·.n~1i • 

016(: _: J:tliV~tm1.:' il;;ilf 1Fl1iltase deliver following 01· al me 8 sage fr om president to King Hussein: 

i<UHlltf'J;li;JJ':~}~ppreciate your candid letter about the u1·gency and importa1ice you 

H:,'':\,•i'.lHlI\:_'.:~r~!a,fhto'Jordan's need £or supersonic aircra.ft. In the sarne spirit, I assure you 
tl:ll' "11'l·•:.••.tl ·T,• '.'!(i}.:mir;::iwhi~::emains our policy to support the integrity and progress of Jordan to 

<;_,;p.;'fil' fuUest extent. Wit~1in ~ur capabilities and our many world-wide commit­L~:-·-.Jl~~ 
1 

::'''!!:;;!!t!if~tts w~ intend to continue ~ Jordan's needs with under6ta.i.ding and 

i:•.l !:[~})-j.!i,;l:i·;Vy ...:. • • I 

~T· l ·1•,/ 1 ·.··,:-;,· i ympathy.
i;L.j • iAL:lJlt;Wk.'.<:
!i;:JIi:J)fJ;i!JI have never hidden :from you that Jordan's request for supersonic;;j:f'{t 
k li:iffr~ft ~aises grave and complex problems for u:,,beyond those we recognizeI 'i(!,fLjf 
·\·>.I:•1.I . ·!,·-.ft ·raises £or you. lt1•on1 the beginning we have given this m.atter the most 

\\. 1 ::w.·:h'.l1{{<:· •. : . 
Aware of the increasing pressure being felt by Your 

:,..'.. -... ~1.J ; •.·i~- e_·a.rching study. :l' •:. : .: . .-r.. :, . 1 .. 1 .. • • 

1t\1;;;;1:t.:t }esty. I have asked £or an urgent and searchlng re-examination of how 

j[j !m!tt:}[l;problem can be met in a way that will be best for b:th of us. We will be 

f· J i i,F-Lf;(;.~~f\~ouch with you further, hopefully in no rn.ore than_ a few weeks. In the 
\,I • ~ t···1;I L. ·' ,.~-!-,·i· .. :r:i:_:.n,1tUlfie.~ntimo, 1 earnestly hope y(k):Will be able to hold off any decisions on 
• • .. , f { !I • l, ,. fl ·,. I j ,, •• 

:\ _.:'. • L l·h \;:'.'.' fyi-dr air craft needs that would put atrains on our ability to maintain the 

.ii·>fH:P:<.:\>fI< ·:· • .1-1\: 
;,~·/iLi~H·,:::tn with and youl' country.cto·ses·tties you 

t~./f}l/·:)t)):JI- r • ~ : 
'.~.~;/ ;i :_.il ~s·1r ! f .'?'(~.~hhighest regards, 

Lyndon B. JohnsonU 
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'. . )i\.; \ ,_,.,I. ,. .• . 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Ever since my visit to Washington when I had the pleasure ~~d 

privilege of meeting you personally, I have often recalled your very 

k~ d offer for me to write to you from time to time; as the friend I am 

proud to be of your goodself and as the leader of Jordan and its people, 

who have through their courage and determination upheld their convictions 

and thus earned the friendship and support of the Government and people 

of the United States, and the prominent place they occupy at least in this 

part of the worl9, .amonpst the free and freedom loving. 

That I have failed, to take advantage of your kind offer as much 

as I would have liked to, was only caused by my awareness of your great 

and demanding responsibilities. 

I had personally supervised and satisfied myself, that in our 

joint interest the Government of Jordan has continuously ~ade every 

effort, aiming at resolving all problems and difficultiee ~ncountered i­

different areas of our rnutuaJ. co-operat.i.on. I had thus, resolved to 

avoid approaching you di~ectly Mr. President, unless my Government's 

efforts met with some insurmountable obstacles, spelling failure, and the 

implications were too dangerous and far reaching. 

Unfortunately some very serious obstacles have been e~countered 

by us and in approaching you directly Mr. President; The Government oc 

Jordan is making a final effort to surmount them with your help. I J"o e 

that you will appreciate the extreme anxiety and sense of urgency that 

has prompt~d me to write to you. 

.These obstacles specifically lie in two fields: I ) In ...i.., 0 f.; r ,,.. 

of economic development. II) In the field of Military def~nce. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ o3- 3~ \ 
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In the field of economic developme11.t, Jordan has taken important 

strides towards attaining the b tter future it seeks, and Jordanians are 

determined to s are no effort to insure the successful accomplishment 

of our 7 year plan of economic development, as an important land mark 

in Jordans transition into that better future. Up to this time the 

Jordanian experiment has been a successful one, and our gratitude has 

been boundless for all the help and assistance which we have r~ceived from 

the friendly United States Governments, in persuance of our objectives. 

In an area where stability lacked, democracy was nearly stifled and where 

freedom was seriously threatened; We were able to meet this challenge well. 
1The Jordanian experiment has been .a shining example of what1 stability and 

democracy and the determination of a people can achieve, yet it distresses 

me to br~ng·to your attention Mr. President the following brief review 

of the current position of the United States Government's contribution 

to th~ development program:-

Prior to the beginninB of the current Jordanian fiscal year 

Beginning April 1965 ) US/AI agreed to make available to Jordan $35 

million to be allocated for economic development projects within the 

Seven-Year Program. The total amount was i.ncluded under the " Capital 

Development'' section of the Government of Jordan's budget for 1965/66. 

The current Jordanian fiscal year is close toward its end.and 

until now_no disburse~ent has been made under any of the projects agreed 

to be considered for financing under this program. Furthermore there has 

been a noticeable delay in the processing and approval of the loan 

applications and in the appointn1ent of consulting firms for the preparation 

of feasibility studies in support of the loan applications. 

The following lit gives a progress report on- the status of these 

projects: 

1. North Shunah-Damieh Road: $1.6 million: the loan agreement was 

signed after some delay on 30 September 1965. The contract was then 

awarded and order to proceed was issued. So far no disbursement. 

2. Bethlehem-Jerusalem Road: $1.95 million: The Ministry of Public 

Works submitted all docum ntation needPd in support of the loan aDp ·cati0~ 

Bids were invited for the section from Be+.-hlehem to Jerusalem intersectio:· 

So far the Ministry has not been able to djudicate these tenders .r- ~o"1 
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. issue a new one for the whole road in view of the delay in the ~r roval of 

the loan. So far AID/W has not been able to make its mind as, to ~he 

nature of the intersection and whether the contract should be issued as 

one contract or two. 

3. Jerusalem Airport: $208 million: AID/W took several months before 

an American consulting firm was ap ointed to undertake the preparati~n 

of a feasibility study. The firm has finished its work in 75 days and 

submitted its draft report on January 15, 1966. Several months will be 

needed before the loan is processed or approved. In the meanwhile the 

Jordan Government wishes to proceed with the preparation of detailed 

design and tender documents to save time if and when the loan is approved. 

4. Telecommunication (l\1icrowave) $6.8 million: Feasibility study and 

request for loan were submitted by the Jordan Government on August 4th, 196 

for a loan of $6.8 million 'to finance the first stage ~f the telecommunicat: 

improvement program. In the meanwhile the Jordan Government a.pointed 

from its resources and at its own risk, with the approval of AID (Microwave 

Inc.). fc-r the preparation of detailed design and tender docu.n -~s AID 

believes that loan a rrova 1 may not be forthcom~ g befo. e the ~nd of March 

1966. 

5 •· Potash: $15 mn i.ory: the aporoval of this project is onditiopal 

on the st ccessful com let:i nn of the current negotiations t-7 • th both IBRD 

and IMC and the completion of the definitive cost estimates by Jacobs 

Engineering Co. At least si months ~ill be required before any loan agreem• 

can be signed. 

6. Electrification Propram: Thermal generation of electricity at Zerqa 

and other area: $6.81 million: AID/W has appointed early this month 

(Kuljian Inc.), an American consulting firm to prepare a feasibility study. 

The work will not be completed before the end of June 1966. At least three 

months will be required for processing the loan application. front th9 date 

of its submission along with all proper documentation. 

The Government of Jordan has made every effort to rem~ 

situation, nor do I believ that the United States Embassy in T, rde~ us 

failed to do its utmost to ~peed up the >rocess in Waslington,~ d ~, here· 

has existed here between our Government and responsible branches j_, the 

••• I 4 
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United States Embassy a ha .many ,that has stemmed from a close association 

that inevitably leads to understanding, the delays encountered in trying 

to implement the different aspects of the aid program have been very 

damaging to us and to the effective image that we would have wished the 

United States Government's id to appear in, while we feel the reluctance 

of the United States ~overnment to support our obtaining hard loans from 

other sources in the free world, and know that it understandibly prefers 

for us to accept American soft loans instead, the delays involved in terms of 

time for receiving these loans and consequently in executing our projects, 

thus, the loss in revenues is as costly possibly more so than if we would have 

obtained hard loans from other s0ur~es in the free world w·th shorter 

proceedings. 

Jordan has been and can become· even more of a show-piece of how 

co-operation between any determined hardworking, free and democratic 

regime and the Government of the United States could bring about great 

mutual benefits,if only so much red tape did not exist and if the machines 

did not grind so slow. We have high ho es Mr. President, in your personal 

intervention in Washington to hel us surmount the obstacles in this field. 

In the other fiel , ( of ,. tili tary Defence) al though less important 

~n the long run the urgenc. is ~vr g eater for immediate acti.on particular y 

in the field of requirements fo"' Aj_r defence, specifically Supersonics 

(once again) for our Air Force. 

It has been sometime since I last approached you on this subject, 

seeking your aid and assistance, yet despite the passage of time and the 

really serious nature of this problem and the far reaching consequences of 

leaving it unresolved. Washington, has turned quite frankly i deaf ear to 

all our pleas for action on this subject and following is a· summary of 

4events. In a letter I sent on ebruary 18, 1965, to the United States 

Ambassador Mr. Robert Barnes for urgent transmission to the highest possible 

levels concerned I stated: 

"In regard to the question of aircraft I am happy to inform you 

that i.f the United States Government is able to confirm that no aircraft· 

of the F.104 type and series of American or other free world manufacture 

have been delivered to Israel; If the U.S. Government is willing to e-emphasize 

its·policy of denying both the Arab and Israili sides the acquisition of this 

type of aircraft in all it se ies or any other type of American aircraft of 
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the same or more· advanced type built or to be built either in the United 

States or under licence else-where for a period covering at least the full 

duration of the agreements to be signed under the terms of the memorandum of 

understanding between the U.S. Governinent and the Government of Jordan; then 

Jordan desiring most sincerely to help solve the problem now existing over 

its request to be supplied with the 104 type aircraft for use in its air 

force, and in connection with the previously mentioned U.S. policy will agree 

to change its request and liinit it to U.S. Government's help and cooperation 

to enable Jordan to obtain the aircraft it seeks to aquire to be of other 

free world manufacture and to be at least of the French type Mirage III now 

in service with the Israeli Air Force and similarly equiped. 
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The Jordan Government wishes to confirm that it will undertake to 

supply its armed forces with arms and equipment of free world manufacture 

solely so long as it is able to do so through such arms and equipment being 

made available to her. 

Jordan wishes to reaffirm its commitments under the agreement of 

the Joint Arab Defence of the Arab League tll rough which the U. A. C. d eve lo ed ''. 

We went to France follow·ng the advice of the United States 

Government and strengthened by its promise of help and although we were to 

have resolved this problem, before appearing at the Third Arab Summit 

Conference which was held at Casablanca during September 1965. We felt 

sufficiently encouraged, when challenged, both by the United States Government's 

attitude at the time, and our initial talks in France, regarding the outcome, 

_to the point were we asked for a rrace period of two months during which we 

believed ourselve able to come ·r with a satisfactory contract of a· rcraf-+; 

purchase before the Unified rab Co ... mand, thus resolving the problem, and 

barring which w9 stated before tl1e conference that we would leave it to 

the Unified Arab Command to arran~e for the supply to us of the number 

of supersonics required from any source available. 

The two months have long past and we have dodged until this moment, 

the outcome of our failure. This failure was not the result of France's 

reluctance to discuss the p1>oblem with us right up to the point of pre-signing 



- 6 -

a finalized agreement to supply us with 36 Mirage III aircraft of the type 

Band Band related equipment for we had during the last Arab Summit 

Conference managed to persuade the Unified Arab Command to accept our point 

of view, that it was physically impossible for us to operate the 60 Supersonics 

they wished us to acquire within the period of time they specified even/if the 

finances available made their purchase easy. In France, I went right up to 

the President who was sympathetic and whose personal intervention made it 

possible for us to reach the stage of pre-signing a finalized agreement.. The 

problem however lay with Washington, and even as far back as early October 

196 5, we approached the U.S. B1,lbassy in Amrnan to arrange, as prevj_ously agreed, 

for a resumption of talks leading up to resolving this problem, this y arrangi 

for the Jordanian Armed Forces Chief of Staff, General Amer Khammash, tc visit 

Washington immediately, but the response discouraged this taking place, 

and as the situation deteriorated further, I was in continuous contact with 

the U.S. Ambassador to Jordan, over this subject and requested approval 

for a visit to Washington of the General and a top Government official 

to review the situation; rlut tl1is was to no avail, I felt the situation become 

as serious as to warrant my ex1)ressing readiness to go myself to Washington 

to discuss this crisis whjch I felt could rapidly lead to a deterioration 

of our present friendly relatioPs and cause excedingly serious and damaging 

results to our joint interest, bit no answers came. I honest .. bepan to feel 

em bar ass ed on be ha 1 f of t J, e 1J __•.t '-:i.d3 ta e '3 Am bas sad or , who b fl d to meet me 

repeatedly u der such circumstr:1nces. Moreover, as things sti l_l stand, and 

as the danger mounts and the cnrsequences of our continuing to be n 

such a vulnerable ositiou se ,1,1-.;, rr10 e imwinent, I got to learn of t 1e 

recall of th present American / 111 assador to Jo rd an, Mr. Robert Barnes, and 

the appointment of a new Ambassador; and so it came that I found no option 

but to approach you personally in this urgent manner. 

Mr. President, there are many argu,nents to· justifv o·,, ... demand for 

immediate and final attention on the question of supersonics to our Royal 

Jordanian Air• Force, the v ry -~ct that the Comrnunist Camp is willing to 

supply our Aj r Force with .the needed aircraft to be of the most modern types 

within the resources available to us, and in fact at any cost, is in itself 

an indication that such a su~pl would above all represent a, olitical 

triumph for Communism in this a ea. The very fact that we have spared no 

e f fort to ha r n es s the ext rem i s t d anger o us f o r c es .in our a r ea , r ego ;' '~ ..... 1,? '··h 9 

Palestine issue under the \rab Smr1.mit Conference and Arab unanimo1-' <'iP' 

. . . I 7 
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and the very defensive nature of a 1 Arab plans under the Unified Arab 

Command, would have in our o~inion, enough merits to justify our demanding 

and expecting the support of our old friends who have always claimed they 

were for moderation and professed to encourage constructive attitudes. The 

very fact that the need for a modest modernisation of our Armed Forces had 

been agreed upon by both our Governments, since long ago and that, in the 

face of serious threats to our very existence, to our beliefes that have 

united us with you as free people, would have been in our opinion ·sufficient 

justification to 1nake the U.S. Government feel disposed to assist us fully. 

That , and the very nature o f our o es en t In i 1 it a ry as s es s men t o f what w i 11 be the . 

case, when all the programs devised and implemented through the Unified Arab 

Comllland are completed, which in br 1 ef suggests that we would then just be 

able to achieve a balance of power necessary to thwart any further expa sionist 

military action which Israel might attempt. 

That it should have been clear to our friends, particularly in 

Washington, who claim to be strivi g to maintain a balance of power de~~~mental 

to an explosion of the Palestine issue, that our request was in fact~_ 

implementation of such a policy which we recognize to be a prerequisite to 

a just, satisfactory and final solution to the tragedy of Palestine seemed 

to us an accomplished fact. After all we never asked for more than what we 

considered .to be the barest iflinimum requirement for our legitimate selfdefence. 

We never asked for anything more than was absolutely necessary for us to 

overcome the complex from which all Arabs suffer, that of being con~tantly 

threatened, by a foe with a long r~cord of hostile actions. We never asked 

for an alternative to strength that would be that of freedom, free people 

and for stability and moderation, yet we are, it would seem, at the· end of 

the line. There are many, I am sure whose sympathies towards Israel would 

go as far as to make them encoura~P a course of action that would lead to 

a crystal~zation of the Arab-Isra~li dispute as an Bast West conflict even 

if this meant sacrificing friends as we are, and as we have proved to be, free, 

and f~eedom loving. 

Communism has had for long as its target the overruning of th"s area 

and the control of its strategic position, and to step from it towards greater 

targets in Africa and elsewhere, how sad it is to see that through ignorance 

or unreasonable sympathy for Isra81 which is in fact the leading Socialist 

regime in this area, that free people and the United States itself may face 

losing so much. 
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Jordan, ~~Ir. President, . .Lich has found itself so c:.'-.Jsely associated in 

the battle of ideologies with the United States and wllich,only for exam le, 

remains tlle last state in the area continuing to vote against the admittance 

of Communist China to the United Nations. Jordan which has most recently played 

the key role at the Security Council in fostering your attempts, Mr. President, 

for an honourable peace in Vietnam. Jordan now finds itself at what could be 

the end of the line. I hope that my bitterness and frankness will be properly 

interpreted in the light of what nty country now faces, and Mr. President, throughot 

our association truth and honesty, not bluff, have been our way. 

I also hope most sincerely that we would not have been wro~to consider 

you our last resort, and in asc rtaining your understanding and support in 

this emergency,to order immediate action,,to finalise measures~to furnish our 

R.J.A.F with 36 in number, Super_ onic interceptor ground support aircraft, of 

the type F-104, four of which to be F-104B trainers, and related equipment; 

or 36 Mirage III French type aircraft, four of which to be of the type Mirage IIIB 

trainers and the rest to be of the type Mirage IIIB interceptor ground support 

aircraft,with related equipment, the subject of our near-final apreement with 

France. Especially since both Saudi Arabia and Lebanon have already s· ~ned 

contracts of aircraft purchase leaving us only in this vulnerable position. 

To those who suggest th:..-\t the United ,States Gover nm en t would face having 

to supply Israel with supersorics ·.fit did so in the case of Jordan, an answer 

that comes ·to mind is that it might find itself con1pelled to do so if Jordan were 

forced to acquire very modern Soviet manufactured aircraft, but that the Uni~n? 

States, in such an eventuality, would more than likely have lost Jordarj, an~ 

sacrificed 

be greatly 

its 

alte

freedom 

red. 

and the h le situation in the area and context,may t~en 
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I am hopefully awaiting your earliest favourable reaction, I remain your 

sincere friend Mr. President, wisld g you continued success in executing : our 

great and demanding responsibilities, with my renewed best repards, 

Pres.ident Lyndon . .Johnson, 

The Uhite House 
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Wednesday, February 7,1966 

LETTER FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM KING HUSSEIN (Amma1i 468) 

Dear Mr. President: 

I re~all with pleasure my visit to Washington in April 1964 and the 
privilege of ·meeting you personally. I also recall your offer that I, 
as friend and leader of the Jordanian people who through courage and 
determination have upheld their convictions, could write to you from· 
time to time. I have not taken more advantage of this offer because 
of my awareness of your great and demanding responsibilities. 

I have constantly supervised activities of the Government of Jordan 
and assured myself we are continuously making every effort to resolve 
all problems in our mutual best interests. Now I am appealing to you 
because we in Jordan have encountered serious obstacles which could 
spell failure for our joint endeavors, with implications too dangerous 
and far-reaching to imagine. I hope you will appreciate the extreme 
anxiety and sense of urgency which has prompted me to write ... 

Obstacles relate to fields of (a) economic development and (b} military 
defense. 

In the field of economic development Jordan has made commendable 
forward strides and is determined to spare no effort to ensure success­
ful accomplishment of seven-year plan which is an important land~ark 
to a better future, our experiment has been a successful one·; we have 
withstood effants to stifle democracy and freedom in Jordan; and we 
have boundless gratitude for the help and assistance we have received 
in this endeavor from the U.S. Government~ We hope we can become an 
even. better example of what stability, der.nocracy and determination of 
people can accomplish but unfortunately we have encountered difficulties 
with the United Stat.es in our development program. 

Your government has generously offered us $3 5 million planning figure 
for economic development loans related to our seven-year plan. These 
funds have all been earmarked for particular projects and certain 
assurances given as to their timely implementation but we have 
encountered one delay after another and as we come to the end of 
Jordan 1 s fiscal year I note that no disbursements have been made at 
all for development assistance. 
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Jordan has made every effort to remedy the situation but to no avail. 
Delays have been very damaging to us and to the image of the United 
States which we wish to see in the Middle East. Jordan has been in 
the past and can become even more in the future the show-piece of how 
cooperation between any determined, hard working free and democratic 
regime and the United States can produce great mutual benefits. 
Unfortunately, the machine in Washington grinds so slowly that benefits 
a:r di sipato , ut I hope w'tl your po.:sonal int ;i.:v ntion we c;;an S"4r­
mount obstacles in the economic development field. 

The other field of military defense is less important in the long run· 
but urgency for immediate action is far greater, specifically with 
reference to our requirements for air defense. It has been some time 
since I last approached you on this subject, yet despite the passage of 
time, the serious nature of the problem and far-reaching consequences 
of leaving it unresolved, Washington has turned a deaf ear to our pleas 
for action. 11 

He then quotes from his letter of February 18, 1965, and then goes on 
to say: 

"Following U.S. advice and strengthened by its promises of help we 
turned to France. Although unable to resolve the problem by a third 
Arab summit, we felt sufficiently encouraged by the U.S. attitude at 
the time and initial talks with the French that when challenged at 
Casablanca we asked for a grace period of two months during which 
we believed we could arrange a satisfactory contract for purchase of 
atrcraft.. Failing this we stated before the Conference we would leave 
it to the United Arab Command to supply number of aircraft required 
from any available source. 

Two months have lop.g passed and we still have no acceptable answer. 
We persuaded the last summit to reduce the requirement on Jordan 
from 60 to 36 planes.. We approached the French at the highest levels 
and they agreed in principle to supply us with 36 Mirage 111-B and 
E with related ground equipment. However, certain difficulties 
remained which in view of earlier joint discussions I referred to your 
government. 

As early as last October I sought permission for General Khammash 
to visit Washington to resume discussions of unresolved issues but 
this was refused. As situation deteriorated I sought to send Khammash 
and senior Jordan official to Washington but this was of no avail. 
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Because I felt we were approaching a crisis which could lead to deter­
ioration of our present friendly relations and cause great damage to 
our mutual interests in the Middle East, I expressed readiness myself 
to go to Washington but no answer came. Throughout I have kept in 
touch with your Ambassador. Now as dangers inherent in our present 
vulnerable position mount, I learn of the recall of your Ambassador and 
so have no option but to approach you directly on this urgent matter. 

We feel there are many arguments to support our need for supersonic 
aircraft to modernize the Royal Jordanian Air Force. The very fact 
that the Communist camp is willing to supply us with most modern a~·r­
craft within resources available to us, or in fact at any price, is 
evidence that such action would represent a political triumph for 
communism in this area. The fact that we have spared no effort to 
control extremist forces rallying behind Palestine cause merits support 
of our friends who support moderation. Further, both our governments 

. have long ago agreed on the need for modest modernization of our 
armed forces. 

We have never asked for more than the barest minimum requirements 
for legitimate self defense. We never asked for more than necessary. 
to overcome complex from wh~ch all Arabs suffer, namely, being 
constantly threatened by foe with long record of hostile actions. We 
have sought no more than strength to support our freedom, stability 
and moderation yet we are, it would now seem, at the end of the line. 
Communism has long sought to overrun this area and use it as a 
springboard toward Africa, and there are those who no doubt wish to 
see the Arab-Israeli dispute crystallized as the East-West dispute, 
but this would be a great loss for free people everywhere. 

Jordan, Mr .. President., has found itself closely associated with the 
U.S. ·in battle of ideologies. As only one example we are the last 
state in the area· continuing to vote against admittance of Communist 
China to the UN., More recently Jordan played a key role in the 
Security Council in fostering your attempts for honorable peace in 
Vietnam.. Now however, we find ourselves at what could be the end 
of the line. I hope my bitterness and frankness will be properly. 
interpreted in light of what my country now faces and in recognition 
of the fact that our association has always been marked by truth and 
honesty .. 

I 'trust I am not in the wrong in turning to you as a last resort and in 
seeking your suppo_rt for immediate action to furnish our Air Force 
with 36 supersonic interceptor ground support aircraft. We need 
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type F-104 of which four could be F-104B trainers, with related 
equipment, or alternately 36 Mirage III aircraft of which four should 
be III-B trainers and the rest III-E interceptors with related equipment .. 
We -are particularly vulnerable on this problem today since both 
Saudi Arabia and Lebanon have now signed contracts for purchase of 
aircraft .. 

To those who suggest the U.S .. would have to supply Israel with aircraft 
if it did so in the case of Jordan, I suggest the U.S. Government might 
be compelled to do so if Jordan were forced to acquire modern Soviet 
aircraft, but in ·such eventuality the U.S. would more than likely ha-ve 
already lost Jordan, sacrificed its freedom and greatly altered the 
situation in the area. Jordan has been more than a match for the 
enemies freedom, progress and moderation in past but whether it is 
destined to continue in this role depends to unlimited extent on your 
reaction to this letter" 

Hopefully awaiting your earliest favorable reaction, I remain a sincere 
friend, wishing you continued success in executing your great and 
demanding responsibilities, 

111Hussein 

Comment: 

Unwritten part of the letter which we believe King assumes we under-
. stand because of frequent conversations with us relates to his sudden 
feeling of sense of urgency. This stems from a combination of many 
factors but primarily relates to his growing uneasiness about area 
problems.. These include still unresolved dispute with Shuqairy and 
Flo, problem of Fatah and other terrorist groups building on sentiments 
of Palestine extremists, continuing UAR-Saudi dispute on Yemen, 
increasing danger of a split between Arab moderates and extremists, 
and growing influence of Communism in the area. As a result of Faisal 
talks, all these issues are now uppermost ~n his mind. I believe Hussein 
sees a satisfactory resolution to all issues but is convinced he can only 
face up to them if he is strong and that strength depends on the degree of 
support he receives from the U.S. Government. 

Added to his area concerns is a growing anxiety about slippage of time. 
On several occasions just before and during early days of Faisal visit, 
Hussein communicated his feeling of urgency over supersonic decision 

~EGRET 
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and once indicated intention to write the President directly if he 
did not have an answer within a few days. In handing me the letter 
he indicated the belief that with my departure he now had no other 
channel of communication. Time for confrontation with the United 
Arab Command is rapidly approaching in upcoming series of Arab 
meetings and my estimate is that the King genuinely believes he 
cannot stall a decision on Migs beyond that point. 

SECRET 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9, 1966 
Wednesday, 7:30 Po Mo 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Attached is the telegraphic version of an anguished 
letter to you from King Hussein of Jordan. While 
he also complains (unwarr~ntedly) of delays in 
U.S. economic aid, his real concern is over 
our long-delayed response on U.S. jets. He 
rightly points out, of course, that we have been 
stalling him on this matter for quite some time. 

The letter does tend to underline the urgency 
of the Jordan/Israeli aircraft problem summed 
up in my memo this morning. We have scheduled 
a session with you for 11: 30 Friday on ito 

Hussein's worries are clearly heightened by 
the impending departure of Ambassador Barnes. 

,-f.jV ~ 
R. W. Komer 
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• wednesday, February 9, 1966 

LETTER FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM KING HUSSEIN {Amman 468) 

Dear Mr .. President: 

I recall with pleasure my visit to Washington in April 1964 and the 
privilege of meeting you personally. I also recall your offer that I, 
as friend and leader of the Jordanian people who through courage and 
determination have upheld their convictions, could write to you from 
time to time. I have not taken more advantage of this offer because 
of my awareness of your great and demanding responsibilities. 

I have constantly supervised activities of the Government of Jordan 
and assured myself we are continuously making every effort to resolve 
all problems in our mutual best interests. Now I am appealing to you 
because we in Jordan have encountered serious obstacles which could 
spell failure for our joint endeavors, with implications too dangerous 
and far-reaching to imagine., I hope you will appreciate the extreme 
anxiety and sense of urgency which has prompted me to write. 

Obstacles relate to fields of {a) economic development and (b} military 
defense. 

In the field of economic development Jordan has made commendable 
forward strides and is determined to spare no effort to ensure success­
ful accomplishment of seven-year plan which is an important landmark 
to a better future, our experiment has been a successful one; we have 
withstood eff@rts to stifle democracy and freedom in Jordan; and we 
have boundless gratitude for the help and assistance we have received 
in this endeavor from the U.S. Government.. We hope we can become an 
even better example of what stability, democracy and determination of 
people can accomplish but unfortunately we have encountered difficulties 
with the United States in our development program. 

Your government has generously offered us $3 5 million planning figure 
for economic development loans related to our seven-year plan. These 
funds have all been earmarked for particular projects and certain 
assurances given as to their timely implementation but we have 
encountered one delay after another and as we come to the end of 
Jordan's fiscal year I note that no disbursements have been made at 
all for development assistance .. 
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Jordan has made every effort to remedy the situation but to no avail. 
Delays have been very damaging to us and to the image of the United 
States which we wish to see in the Middle East. Jordan has been in 
the past and can become even more in the future the show-piece of how 
cooperation between any determined, hard working free and democratic 
regime and the United States can produce great mutual benefits. 
Unfortunately, the machine in Washington grinds so slowly that benefits 
are dissipated, but I hope with your personal intervention we can sur­
mount obstacles in the economic development field. 

The other field of military defense is less important in the long run 
but urgency for immediate action is far greater, specifically with 
reference to our requirements for air defense. It has been some time 
since I last approached you on this subject, yet despite the passage of 
time, the serious nature of the problem and far-reaching consequences 
of leaving it unresolved, Washington has turned a deaf ear to our pleas 
for action. 11 

He then quotes from his letter of February 18, 1965, and then goes on 
to say: 

"Following U., S. advice and strengthened by its promises of help we 
turned to France. Although unable to resolve the problem by a third 
Arab summit, we felt sufficiently encouraged by the U.S. attitude at 
the time and initial talks with the French that when challenged at 
Casablanca we asked for a grace period of two months during which 
we believed we could arrange a satisfactory contract for purchase of 
aircraft., Failing this we stated before the Conference we would leave 
it to the United Arab Command to supply number of aircraft required 
from any available source. 

Two months have long passed and we still have no acceptable answer. 
We persuaded the last summit to reduce the requirement on Jordan 
from 60 to 36 planes.. We approached the French at the highest levels 
and they agreed in principle to supply us with 36 Mirage 111-B and 
E with related ground equipment. However, certain difficulties 
remained which in view of earlier joint discussions I referred to your 
government. 

As early as last October I sought permission for General Khammash 
to visit Washington to resume discussions of unresolved issues but 
this was refused. As situation deteriorated I sought to send Khammash 
and senior Jordan official to Washington but this was of no avail. 

SECRET 
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Because I felt we were approaching a crisis which could lead to deter­
ioration of our present friendly relations and cause great damage to 
our mutual interests in the Middle East, I expressed readiness myself 
to go to Washington but no answer came., Throughout I have kept in 
touch with your Ambassador. Now as dangers inherent in our present 
vulnerable position mount, I learn of the recall of your Ambassador and 
so have no option but to approach you directly on this urgent matter. 

We feel there are many arguments to support our need for supersonic 
aircraft to modernize the Royal Jordanian Air Force., The very fact 
that the Communist camp is willing to supply us with most modern air­
craft within resources available to us, or in fact at any price, is 
evidence that such action would represent a political triumph for 
communism in this area. The fact that we have spared no effort to 
control extremist forces rallying behind Palestine cause merits support 
of our friends who support moderation. Further, both our governments 
have long ago agreed on the need for modest modernization of our 
armed forces. 

We have never asked for more than the barest minimum requirements 
for legitimate self defense. We never asked for more than necessary 
to overcome complex from which all Arabs suffer, namely, being 
constantly threatened by foe with long record of hostile actions. We 
have sought no more than strength to support our freedom, stability 
and moderation yet we are, it would now seem, at the end of the line. 
Communism has long sought to overrun this area and use it as a 
springboard toward Africa, and there are those who no doubt wish to 
see the Arab-Israeli dispute crystallized as the East-West dispute, 
but this would be a great loss for free people everywhere. 

Jordan, Mr .. President, has found itself closely associated with the 
U .. S. in battle of ideologies.. As only one example we are the last 
state in the area continuing to vote against admittance of Communist 
China to the UN.. More recently Jordan played a key role in the 
Security Council in fostering your attempts for honorable peace in 
Vietnam.. Now however, we find ourselves at what could be the end 
of the line. I hope my bitterness and frankness will be properly 
interpreted in light of what my country now faces and in recognition 
of the fact that our association has always been marked by truth and 
honesty., 

I trust I am not in the wrong in turning to you as a last resort and in 
seeking your support for immediate action to furnish our Air Force 
with 36 supersonic interceptor ground support aircraft. We need 

SECRET 
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type F-104 of which four could be F-104B trainers, with related 
equipment, or alternately 36 Mirage III aircraft of which four should 
be III-B trainers and the rest III-E interceptors with related equipment. 
We are particularly vulnerable on this problem today since both 
Saudi Arabia and Lebanon have now signed contracts for purchase of 
aircraft., 

To those who suggest the U.S .. would have to supply Israel with aircraft 
if it did so in the case of Jordan, I suggest the U.S. Government might 
be compelled to do so if Jordan were forced to acquire modern Soviet 
aircraft, but in such eventuality the U.S. would more than likely have 
already lost Jordan, sacrificed its freedom and greatly altered the 
situation in the area. Jordan has been more than a match for the 
enemies freedom, progress and moderation in past but whether it is 
de stirred to continue in this role depends to unlimited extent on your 
reaction to this letter., 

Hopefully awaiting your earliest favorable reaction, I remain a sincere 
friend, wishing you continued success in executing your great and 
demanding responsibilities, 

Hussein I" 

Comment: 

Unwritten part of the letter which we believe King assumes we under­
stand because of frequent conversations with us relates to his sudden 
feeling of sense of urgency. This stems from a combination of many 
factors but primarily relates to his growing uneasiness about area 
problems. These include still unresolved dispute with Shuqairy and 
Plo, problem of Fatah and other terrorist groups building on sentiments 
of Palestine extremists, continuing UAR-Saudi dispute on Yemen, 
increasing danger of a split between Arab moderates and extremists, 
and growing influence of Communism in the area. As a result of Faisal 
talks, all these issues are now uppermost in his mind. I believe Hussein 
sees a satisfactory resolution to all issues but is convinced he can only 
face up to them if he is strong and that strength depends on the degree of 
support he receives from the U.S. Government. 

Added to his area concerns is a growing anxiety about slippage of time. 
On several occasions just before and during early days of Faisal visit, 
Hussein communicated his feeling of urgency over supersonic decision 

A SECRET--
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and once indicated intention to write the President directly if he 
did not have an answer within a few days. In handing me the letter 
he indicated the belief that with my departure he now had no other 
channel of communication" Time for confrontation with the United 
Arab Command is rapidly approaching in upcoming series of Arab 
meetings and my estimate is that the King genuinely believes he 
cannot stall a decision on Migs beyond that point. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

RECEv_C 
~ ~o.Yem~e·r~i1, ~965 

1965NOV18 

MEMORANDUM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message to the President from King Hussein 
of Jordan 

In response to Mr. Bromley Smith's request of 
November 17, the Department recommends that no reply 
be made to King Hussein's message which thanked the 
President for his message of congratulations on the 
occasion of his birthday. 

f Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

• 

ov 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON l 85U2 
November 17, 1965 ~\>-

'J-/
TO: Mr. Ben Read 

FROM: Bromley Smith 

Attached for translation and/ 
or reconnnendation is a message to 
the President. 

It is requested that a recom­
mendation be provided my office by 
no later than 11/22. 

' J. 8 



1~65NOV 16 PM 2 36 1965NOV\7 AM8 ~5 

•A058 VIA WUI 

AMMANROYALPALACE61 16 1430 .. 
:::,ETAT MR LYNDON B JOHNSON PRESIDENTOF UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
.; 

... 
:a.. 
0 
VTHE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC • 
z 

0: 

., 

PLEASE ACCEPT MR PRESIDENT MY·SI_NCERETHANKSAND GRArITUDE .• : 
"' 

... 

Q 

,c 

"' 
Q ..,_ FOR YOUR OF CON0RATULATIONS OF ...KIND MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION 
:,: ... 

1 BIRTHDAY STOP I SEIZE T.KI S OPPORTUNITY TO· RENEW MY· BEST 

ll,IS ES FOR YOUR WELL BEING AND HAPPINESS AND THE WELFARE AND 
0 

... -PROSPERITYOF YOUR NATION "' 0 

ALHUSSEIN. 
L 

(_ 

1. 

') ' 

',. 

) . •' 

' 

'. -I 
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MEMORANDUM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE - USE 

Subject: essage t the resident fr ing ussein 
of Jordan 

In response to Mr. Bromley Smith's request of 
ovember 17. the Department rec mmends that no reply 

be made to ing us ein's essag which thanked the 
President for his message of congratulations n the 
occasion of his birthday. 

w.G.~ 
Benjamin . ead 

xecutive Secretary 
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1%5 t~OV 16 PM 2 35 1965NOVE NJ\8 ~5 

• 058 VIA WUI 

AMMAN 16 1430ROYAL PALACE 61 

ETAT MR LYNDON B JOHNSON PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

T WHITE HOUSE WASHDC • 

PLEASE ACCEPT MR PRESIDENT MY SI_NCERE THANXS AND GRATITUDE· 

_._ FOR YOUR KINDMESSAGEOF CONGRATULATIONSON THE OCCASION OF .. 
:,: .BIRTHDAY STOP I SEIZE T.KIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW PJY· BEST 
,-

Q 

..W, S ES FOR YOUR WELL BEING AND HAPPINESS AND THE WELFARE AN» 

.z 

PROSPERITYOF YOUR NATION 

ALHUSSEIN. 

(. 

... 
1 

..., 

) . 
: ) 

' 

"",.) ' 
_J 

.,., . 
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OUTGOING bepai-tment 0 4TELEGRAM of State 
'INDICATE: [j COLLECT ' 
0 CHAIGE TO 

UNcr:J\SSIFlED 

84 
Origin 

NEA 
Info, 

ACTION',-AmellbassyN.mN . ~ Q 7 
Nov 9 ii s s AH'&5 

ss 
p Flnbassy-should deliver follCMing rressage: 
USIA 

(NSc' "His Majesty 

CP King Hussein 

'Ihe Hashemite Kingdan of Jordan 

I take great pleasum in sending personal g:i:eetings and best wishes 

to Your Majesty on the occasion of your thirtieth birth~. ~ men am 

called tpJn to face the demands of political leacership so early in lif-e 

as you have been, and fewer still could have displayed the wisdan and 

courage whidl you have so cnnsist.ently 

White House does not plan release 

do so. 

denm.strated. 

Lyndon B. Johnson" 

but has no objection~ 001 wishes 

END 

Drafted by, Telegraphic transmission and 

classification approved by, ~NEA: NE :LFDinsnx>re: es: 11 
Clearances: 

NE - Mr. Synmes • White HOuse - Mr • Komer 

REPRODUCTIONFROMTHIS COPY IS sys - Mro Wal h 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" {lNCTASSIFIED 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 8, 1965 
TO: Mr. Komer 

FROM: Bromley Smith 

The attached is for your innnediate 
attention. Please have your secretary 
keep Miss Simpson of my staff 
(145-697) informed of all action 
taken. 

NOV8 t, S 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 1J1/f!r,5 
WASHINGTON ?, 

RECE1 vtD 
;1cGEORG~~VI c{'S OF '"1.

s/s # 1774 November 5, 1965 / " 

jQOiMf1V 8 A\18 4 3
MEMORANTIUM ""'IO MR. McGEORGE1'UMDY" 

THE WHI'IE HOUSE 

Subject: Presidential Birthday Greetings to 
King Hussein of Jordan • 

King Hussein of Jordan will be 30 years old on November 
14. The Department reoormends that the President send him 

. greetl?gs . 

The King's oonsistently wise and oourageous leadership 
of Jordan's· affairs are a pri.rre factor in ·the maintenanre of 
rroderate govemrrent in Jordan. 'As Jordan is inevitably drawn 
closer .into wider Arab affairs which affect the stability of 
the area and are related to the Arab- Israel dispute, our re­
lations with King Hussein and his Gover.nrrent take on ever 
increasing irnportanre. The occasion of King Hussein's birthday 
is an event which gives us a useful opportunity to reaffinn 
our relationship to Jordan's welfare. 

~£-f[~
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Prop::>sed :M2ssage to 
King Hussein of Jordan 

✓ 
V 



PROPOSEDMESSAGE 

His Majesty 

King Hussein, 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

I take great pleasure in sending personal greetings 

and best wishes to Your Majesty on the occasion of your 

thirtieth birthday. Few men are called upon to face the 

demands of political leadership so early in life as you 

have been, and fewer still could have displayed the 

wisdom and courage which you have so consistently 

demonstrated. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

1965 
J.~ .·D • 1DUM'ID HR. ",1:{":n.!i 

THE ·,11rrm HOUSE 

.....wjet.~·.,; .;; resio?.ntiru. J:.iirthday G:roetinqs t.o 
'(ing Hussein o :: Jorcku1 

King m,s:+-in or or<la1 w··J.l . _ ~o yeo .3 olcl on !7ovei? • ,:. •l 

14. 'l1he Departrrent xecon-rrendstl at the President ~..nd him 
crreet5_ngs. 

The t ing' s nsisb?..ntly wise @d oourageous lea.~ rs.hip 
o ..~ Jorf!t 1 

d af.fai.:r.1; ax_ ~~ • 1,e factor in the maintenc iJ.CE o.: 
nnderate ,;rovermrent in ..Toman. .As Jordan is inevitably (1rawn 
clOSP-r ii.1b: wi ::er l. ao :-J.:'fcira ,,.Jhid:1affect t.~e stc."iliili ty of 
the a.ma arl"l aire relater~ to the At·an-Israel is ute, o ir re­
lations \>Ji tJ-1King Ht1Ssein and his Govet.nrent take on ever 
increasinrr i,:L rtance. The occasion of I(ing dussein f s birth y 
is an event which yi'V{;:.s us a u..c:;efulopportunity to reaffi. ,t 

our :rel ·A.tionship to ordan • s ~1elfa:r.e. 

;.,f/.,t...r.~~ 
Denjartln H. Read 

E;xecuti ve ecretary 

Enclosure: 

P sed ssa:re to 
1::in:1 Hussein of Jo 1an 



0 ED MESSAG 

His Majesty 

i us in, 

Th Hashemite Kin dom .of Jord n. 

1 ta great pleasure in sendin~ personal reetings 

and est 1 he to our je ty on the occ. ion f your 

thirti th birthday. Fe en are c lled upon to face t1e 

emand of politic l 1 er hip o arly in life as you 

h ve b n, a f ~ r · ··till could hav di pl ye the 

wisdo and cour e which y u ave so const tently 

e n tr t • 

Lyndon . John n 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

S/S 12942 August 25, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Telegram to the President from 
King Hussein of Jordan 

In response to y--0~ memorandum of August 
the Department believe that no reply is 

necessary to King Hussein's message to 
President Johnson received in the White House 
August 140 The King's message was an acknowledg­
ment of the President's congratulatory messageo 

l . J

• BenJaml. 
-l:'-----.xecutive Secretary 

AU 



' ..... 

l,fA 14 9 INTL 

CD ROYALPALACE/AMMAN VIA WUI AUG 14 1430 

THE PRES ID ENT 
;;: 
< 

uTHE WHITE HOUSE 0 
:-, 

MR PRESIDENT IT IS WITH DEEP APPRECIATION THAT I RECEIVED YOUR 

MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF· THE ANNIVERSARY OF MY ASCENSION TO 

THE THRONE OF JORDAN STOP WE IN JORDAN ALSO VALUE THE CLOSE 
0 

RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN US AND STtMMING FROM OUR JOINT BELIEFS 
er 

IDEALS AND. PRINCIPLES STOP WITH MY DEEP GRAT IT.UDE AND BEST WISHES AND 

REGARDS STOP SINCERELY 

Ji O ') ~ 

ALHUSSEIN • 

..__; 

r 

('' 

I 
L.. 

\ 





C 

OUT~OINGTELEGRAM'D .partment of State 
INDICATE:□ COLLEC,: 
□ CHARGE TO 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Origin ACTION: Amembasoy AMMAN -'19lEA 
Info, 

ss 
-

:p Emb ssy should d.eHv·er following mes age: 

USIA 0 His Majesty
NSC 
CPR King Hussein 

Hashem~te Kingdom of Jordan 

"It is with particular pleasure that I g eet you on this occas .on 

of the tmniversary of your -a ~.ension to the throne of Jorda.no The U ited 

States values its close rel tions with J rdan, a:n.d we look forward to 
ii..,. 

continuing cordial re.lationshi.ps with your G vernment as Jordan prospe.r 

under your wise leadership Lyndon Bo Johnson"o 

White House does not plan release but has no objection if GOJ wi h i: 

do SOo 

END 

Drafted by, 1 Telegraphic transmission and 

_ _:_N::.:.::E=JA=::.:N.:.::E::..:;:..=L=FD:.=.:::i:=n=-=s=m=o-=-r-=e--=-:-=e=-s-=--:_ ___j__c_las_sif_ica_tio_n_ap_pr_ov_ed_b_y, 8l1_!__ Hana l"Jy -_:_7!_/=-30::...!/!......:6::..:5::___ _ __;:N=E=-=A-=-------=-W=-=i=lc.=li --JO 

Clearances: 

NE - Mr~ Davies s/s - Mr o Walsh 

mte Hou e "" Mr o ~UCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 

UNCLASSIFIED PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

https://re.lationshi.ps
https://Jorda.no


AUG 2 1 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

RECEIVED July 30, 1965 
ORGE8UNOY ~ 1 S OFFICE 

12150 

1%5 JUL 31 -Ii~R!NDUMFOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Congratulatory Message to King Hussein 

August 11 marks the date in 1953 when King Hussein ascended 
the throne in Jordan. Relationships between the United States and 
Jordan have been vital and friendly throughout these years. 

King Hussein's Government is currently under a spirited behind­
the-scenes attack by oppositionists who if installed in the present 
government's place, we believe, would turn the clock back in Jordan 
unrealistically. 

A friendly word of greeting and congratulation would demonstrate 
our continued respect for the King personally and would serve also 
to signal our confidence in his Government. 

A proposed message is enclosed. 

/~~J--1f l!xecutive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Telegram to Amman 

Group 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 
not automatically declassified. 

--CON-RLDENTLAL.----, 

//-3-01 

✓ 
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,c;:;.rc:ssOFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE I o/!;1~ 

RECEIVED WASHINGTON f.p 
cGEORGE OFFIC!2.t!~~~--BUNDY'S 

~ 
HcG1~0(!3 B'" , Y 5 
HOU~ 

Subjec • Coo.gr tulatory sage to 11,. {uss ...in 

August 11 m r... t e aate i l 53 h n -1ug Hu ein ascentl,_d 
tl throne in J .,..d@. Rel tio1si:lips betw en he Unit Stat-. and 
Jordan l ave b en vi ta.1 m1.c· f~ Lndly throu~hou.t tt1e4"!e y a ·s. 

King H ~ in'. Go e1.'"flr' 
1~11t: h cun~ci tly t:n~ .. er "' cniritcd behind-

t e- c .n s ttack oppositioni t :rho i:f in tallec ..entby 

oven ment' 1 .·, we t.eli Vi , m ld turn th clod .. b Jordan 
r ali ti cally. 

f iendly ord '>. gr et ng an 1 con~;ra.tulation ·vould deno1stra 
our continued respect for the King P-rsonally and vould r al o 
t s gnetl our co fidence in lia Govr)rnm.ent. 

proposed wes~ ag • s enclosed. 

/: 
A11iutJJif;,1112-1.Lej 
Eenjamh I ~ Read r I(

Executive Secretary 

Te egra.m to Attman 

Crou 3 
Do·· 1 raded at 12-y ·< X' int rv ls; 
not utomatic lly eclassifi~·. 

--€0:UFI DE.fTI A,L 
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OUTGOINGTELEGRAM •.of· ·stat'e Uepattment 
INDICATE: □ COLLECT 
0 CHARGE TO •coum~.1, 

Origin ACTION: Ameml>asayANMAN 
NEA 

Info, Ji.15 2.sorH '65 
ss 
p Please conve1 following pe"taonal message from Presiden~ tOJ 

USIA 
NSC 

l(ing Husaain: 

CPR ''Moat concerned learn of your injuries and !'elieved to, learn yoo a~~.--
...-~· 

now moving rapidly toward full recovery. 

''With very best wishe&o 

Lyndon B. JohnaoP.'II" 

.Message not for release. 

GP-3 

END 

R'USK. 

I 
j 
I 

I 

lj 
I 

I 

' , \ 

Drafted by, Telegraphic transmissio11 and 

NP..A:NE:IPDaviea:eae 6/l 4 ~i?ssification approved by, 

Clearances, 

S/S - Mr o Walsh 
White House Mr o Komertl;t 

, REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS ·COPY IS 
C8NPIBBN'fliL PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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CLASSIFICATI0... 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

June 14, 

Date 

1965 

/~J;Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
The White House 

The 
clearance 

enclosed is for White 
prior to transmission. 

House 

J 
Benjam~n H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Draft telegram to Amman. 
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1 5 1 
OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of Stal~Department 
INDICATE:□ COLLECT , 
0 CHARGETO 

UBCLASSIFIED 

Origin ACTION: Am.embassyAMMAB 368 

NEA
ln'to, 

ss 
G Following message received~ 
p 

QUOTEThe President, The White House. 

~A On behalf of~ Jordanian family and in the name of the Government 

of Jordan we would like to extend our sympathies and condolences to you 

Mr. Pres,ident and the Government and people of the United States of 

America for the victims of the floods that hit the Western States6 

Al•Hussein UNQUOTE 

Request you deliver following message in reply: 

QUOTEBis Majesty King Hussein 

I deepl.y appreciate your Majesty's thoughtful and friendly message 

of Sl'Jllpathy concerning the tragic losses sustained in the flood stricken , 

areas, and I gratefully accept these condolences on behalf of the people 

of the areas affected. Jl.1illONB. JOHNSON UIIQUO'l'E 
does not: .plan release of messages .,lnl_t·-bas ,,......__ 

White House/~Gtta:xitft~xt~ no objection should King 
~ 

Hussein wish to do so. 

END 

Drafted by: Telegraphic transmission and 

classification approved by: fiEA -

'IIEA/NE ... Mr. Davies NEA/P- Mr. Fisk 
BEA• Mr .. Jernegan Wh1te Bouse - P Mr McCloskP-v - Mr. Komer REPRODUCf10N FlfoM-Tl-'flS COPY 1sS/S - Mr. Hoffacker 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
UNCLASSIFIED 





THE WHITE HOU:::,f: ({7 
WASHINGTON 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

S/S 17968 January 

MEMORANDUM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Jordanian King's Message of Sympathy 
for Recent U. S. Flood Victims 

We recommend approval of the attached Presidential 
reply to King Hussein's thoughtful message of 
for flood victims in the Western States. The White 
may wish to consider transmitting the exchange of 
to the Governors of afflicted states and issuing 
appropriate press release. 

7, 1964 

sympathy 
House 

messages 
an 

I. 

~~ 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

1. Telegram to Amman. 

✓AN8 
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I 5 f I 6OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of StateDepartment

INDICATE:□ COLLECT 
0 CHARGE TO 

,, 
Origin ACTION: AmEmbassy ~ 137NEA 
Info, 

ss 
G U:pYUXKI DEPCIRTEL 352; Amman's 120 to Departmento 

NSC) 
No further reply to King Hussein's message of August 15 to the President 

should be expected. 

GP-3. END 

Telegraphic transmission andDrafted by: 

classification approved by: 

NE - Mr. 1liaRa, Davies 
s/s - Mr o Davies 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY ISWhite House - Mr. Komer 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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~ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 28, 1964s/s 12285 

I 
)- -

MEMORANDUM BUNDYTO MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Letter from King Hussein to President 

The Department forwards the original, but unsigned, letter 
from King Hussein to the President, the text of which was received 
earlier in Embassy Amman's telegram 99. The letter is in response 
to the President's message to Hussein contained in the Department's 
telegram No. 80 to Amman. 

Meanwhile, Ambassador Barnes has spoken with King Hussein who 
appeared to accept our proposals to send an Air Survey Team to 
Jordan and to defer a decision on the supersonic problem until 
after the Arab Summit meeting. There does not, therefore, appear 
to be any reason at this time for the President to answer7:he
enclos~e~d~l-:e~t~t~e~r~.;....;;;;.;;;....:..;~~~_.;;,_,----------~:..:..::..:::.:.::.~.:...:._:.:.:.:.:......:;.;:.....;_~ 

Steps to implement the proposals to re-examine the supersonic 
plane question and to send a survey team are now under consideration. 

~ 
Benjamin H. R~a: 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Letter from King Hussein. 

Group 3 
Downgraded at 12 year intervals; 

not automatically declassified 
SRCRET 

(JG I 



- C9NF:EBEH'PI~ 

Mr. President: 

I have been deeply touched by your very friendly message which Ambassador Barnes 

conveyed to me most recently. I had planned to write to you availing myself of the 

opportunity you kindly offered me, to do so from tie to time. And I still hope to do so 

again following the second Arab Summit Confere c during which I plan to convey to my 

brethern the Arab Leaders your message of friendship and goodwill which you kindly charged 

me to deliver during my recent visit to the United States and also my impressions and 

-thoughts stemming from that visito 

Mr. P esident, amongst the most valued of my friendships in this world is that 

which exists betwe·en us. I feel this is more so, since our last meetings in Washington. 

I have felt and appreciated your deep interest in my Jordanian Family and self, equally so, 

in my larger Arab Family, and also in the problems and challanges that face us, as well as 

the ways in which we meet them. Your recent message Mr. President is only the most recent 

indication of this interest and concern. With the same sincerity and frankness which was 

so clear in your .recent message as always, I now address you, fully aware of the heavy 

responsabilities I bear but more so of the greater and far heavier responsabilities which 

you bear in this world, arid the weight and importance that are attached to all your 

decisio s, and actions. 

I address you Mr. President in a manner stemming from the friendship which I have 

alw-ys had for the United States and the pride w ich I have always cherished with the 

people of Jordan, through the most difficult times; pride in our beliefs and convictions, 

pride in the ideals and principles which we share and have always shared with the people 

of the United States and the family of free nations, and pride i~ the fact that in facing 

the most difficult trials, time andagain, we were always ready to lay our lives down 

in de ending those beliefs. \e have at the same time never and will never forget the 

support which our friends especially in the United States, gave us and con inue to give us 

through thesct years in so many ways, Support and assistance which has and is enabling us 

to com rapidly closer to our objective of beax>min economically sound and a model to others 

Mr. Presid nt, I do hope that you are completely aware of all the aspects of the 

p oblem. of arms to my country but more so of the urgent reasons that have necessitated our 

requests; reasons which I have done my utmost to explain fully to Ambassador Barnes and 

which -similarly our special military envoy covered during talks held recently in Washington. 

I have since receiving your message Mr. President, had a very frank talk with Ambassador 
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Barnes again explaining once more and in no uncertain terms, the difficulties we face, the 

dangers close at hand and the damage which we can clearly foresee and expect, not only to 

Jordan and its interests and future, but also to the United.States interests in the area, 

to the Free World's interests, and to peace and stability in this area, should 

misunderstandings develop between us further to such a point, were the struggle which 

Jordan has maintained for years and all that Jordan fought against so bitterly, win an 

easy victory through Jordan being forced to accept defensive military equipment from other 

sources, due to its failing to obtain them from friends, namely from the United States. 

Mr. President, I assure you I can see most clearly the communist plan to increase 

its influence and hence its control over the whole Arab world, through exploiting such 

situations. This has been clearly illustrated time and again. I can just as clearly 

Mr. President, see the Zionist plan aiming at changing the Israeli Arab conflict into an 

East-West one, with all the Arab states on one side and Israel on the other, whether these 

Arab states liked it or not; and more than that Mr. President, I can see the dangers, which 

I implore you as a friend and as a great leader bearing the heaviest of responsabilities, 

to examine fully the dangers to the area, to peace and to the vital interests of the United 

States as well as the free world as a whole, in this strategically important part of the 

world, dangers that involve us all, and could spell disaster on a very large scale. 

Mr. President, Jordan's armed forces which are free world equipped and which are 

among the few so remaining, and which are now a part of the forces of defence under the Arab 

Unified Command, I assure you, will be sensibly and realistically equipped. We welcome 

your help in facing this task and we are as anxious as you are if not more so, to preserve 

our happy relationship and not jeopardize your interests or ours. Mr. President, our true 

interests are identical, and I most sincerely hope that all my friends in Washington may 

find it possible to credit me with a little wisdom stemming from a little experience gained 

through the ~ears, as well as with sense and realism. 

Jordan, Yir. President, stands on the longest truce line of any Arab state with 

Israel. The truce line between Jordan· and Israel is in fact longer than those of all the 

.Arab states bordering a truce line with Israel put together. Jordan's well trained forces, 

in the estimation of the Jordanian military high command as well as that of the Arab Unified 

Command, are inca able as they stand ; of defending my country's west bank for more 

than 48 hours in case of an Israeli full offensive. Jordanian officers who have had many 

opportunities of visiting other Arab states can not but notice with.bitterness the difference 

between our ·equipment and theirs, and their moral that had -always been high, can not but 
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begin to be affected especially when no Jordanian can fail to recognise the danger to his 

homeland of a future Israeli act·on, in particular if Jordan's military situation remained 

as it is. In much the same way, no one can see the problem of Palestine moving towards its 

solution until a real balance of power between the Arab world and Israel is brought about, 

Pith Jordan as an integral part of it. The Arab states sensing the ever present threat that 

:srael represents, rrith its expansionist policies ;brought into existance the Unfied Arab 

Command to organise and supervise the defence of the Arab homeland, to minimise the danger 

a.nd ton rrow the ap and bring a real balance of power into existance in a way that would be 

d\rimental to furthe complications. Mr. President I implore you in the face of danger we 

con ront and the record of facts of the Israeli-Arab conflict, to help me find a way of 

convincing myself be ore considering convincing others, that one squadron of supersonie 

fighter aircraft already agreed upon between the Jordanian military high command and the 

Unified Arab Command, as being thou h inadequate, an essential for Jordan's air defence 

together with the othe Jordanian ground attac squadron which now consitutues our air force. 

How, Mr. President, can I convince myself before attempting to convince others, that such a 

squadron of supersonics is a luxury not required when it is to be paid for and maintained by 

external Arab funds. nd the offer to supply such a squadron by the u .. C. comprized of 

20 Mig 21 with their nev base, the first part of 1hich we refused stating our confidence in 

~ur ability to obtain better if not similar equipment from our friends and that, were we to 

ail, then the U.A.C. may do what it found suitable to provide our requirements. Were we so 
~'-I. ' •• ,, 

sure that our friends would not fail us or fail to see that in a way, whereas the 20 sape~sen:i: 

ue requested from you, would not alter the balance in the area s the United States government 

;ea ily a rees for after all, Israel has a vastly and numerically superior air force and the 

n.merican Hawke anti~aircraft missiles;that these planes flown all over the Arab world by the 

Jest well trained ab pilots could only help bring for the first time a comparison between 

~ommunist equipment and free world products. How Mr. President, if the answer is stilr~~~~ 

:an we continue to refuse the Migs. How could we minimise the damage of accepting the Migs. 
,, r 

10w can I inform my bret ern the Arab Leaders at our next summit meeting that what we had~ 

vith the U .• c. was essential to Jordan's defence provided all our worries were dealt with by 

;he , regarding costs of purchase and maintenance, and that having reached that stage we now 

1ave changed our minds. How am· I expected to be able to convince myself my people as well as 

tll the Arab Leaders and peoples that the better course for us all lies in accepting the 
.!_. ·II 

?rotec ion o the U.S. sixth fleet and forget all else. How Mr. President I expected to~ 

such an idea or maintain my position as a responsable moderate influence in the event that I -ai 
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able to maintain it at al~ following such a statement, and how Mr. President and as ,, 
United States government hopes am I to present the United States' response in the 

constructive fashion at which it is intended and avoid decisions which might weaken our 

relationd'as l.Illba~sador Barnes reports. The U.S. government's response to our requests 

contain their recongnition that the Hawker-Hundter aircraft with which the R.J.A.A.F. 

is presently equipped will become ¼unsupportable at some point in the future'', and that 

provision should be made by that time for the introduction of a replacement aircraft" into 

the R.J. ~.F. Now if an additional squadron of supersonics is a luxury, is there no 

contradiction in this statement. 

Mr. President, as regards the equipment required for our ground forces I wish to 

state our deepeat gratitude for all of the sympathy and understanding that the request has 

met with, and although we hope that further talks could, when we are fully prepared, bring 

more satisfactory and always sensible and realistic results, we have but the deepest 

and sincerest of thankso 

I hope Sir that you may find it possible to appreciate what feelings have driven 

me to be so frank and lengthy. 

Mr. President I shall stall in giving any anpwer to the many ~uestions. I shall be 

asked later today in the U.A.R. on this subject, and throughout the period leading up to 

the 5th of September, when I hope to attend the 2nd Arab summit conference there. 

I shall live with hope in a favourable response. My hope will not d:iininish and my 

faith in your ability to appreciate our position and to take the right decision will remain. 

Once again, Mr. President, may I extend to you my respects, regards and sincerest 

wishes. May God help you make the right decisions always. 

ALHUSSEIN 
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K~ng phoned me j~st befo~e depa~ture for Cairo to say he 
sending ~e ~e~sage to President which he wan~ed me transmi~ 
urgently. Commented that he hoped our next: meeting 
be under "ple~s~"Q.ter circuitJ,stances"" Following is 
message with ~ne~sential wo~ds omitted but no effort 
correct g;ratrml1ar which i.s rocky in several places and 
like .telegraphic ganbles: 

"Mr.. ?r~sident: 

would 
text o~ 

to 
may read 

r have been 9eeply touched QY your very friendly message 
whi~m Arnhassador B~~nes conveyed me most recently" I had 
planned w1;ite you availing myself of opportunity you kindly 
offered ~e, to do so from time to time. And I still hope 
to do so again f©llowing second Arab Summit Conference during 
which I plan eonv~y to mybrethern the A~ab ~eaders your 
message of f~iendsqip and goodwi~l which you kindly charged 
me to deliv~r during my recent visit to the United States 
and also my impressions and thoughts stemming from that 
visit.i 

Mr .. Pre~dclent, 
this worJ,.c;i is 
more ~o, sinee 

DECLASSIFIED 

amongst the most vatued of my friendships in 
that whieh ~xis~s b~tween us. I feel this is 
our last ~eeting in Washipgton. I ~av~ telt 
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and appreciated y~ur deep interest in ~Y Jordanian family 
and self, equally so, in my larger Arab family, and also 
in problems and challenges that £ace us, as well as ways in 
whicq we meet tqemo Your recent messag~, Mr. President, is 
only most rece~~ indication this interest and concern. With 
same sincerity and frankn~ss whio~ was so clear in your rec~nt 
message as always, I now address you, fully aware of heavy 
responsibilities I bear but more so of greater and far heavier 
responsibilities which you bear in this world, and weight and 
impo~tance that ar~ attached to all your decisions and actions. 

I address you, Mr. President, (#) from friendship which I have 
always had for United States and the pride which I have alw~ys 
cherished with people of Jordan, through the most difficult 
times; pride in our beliefs and convictions, pride in idepls 
and principles wqich we share and have always shared with 
people of United States an·d family of tree nations, and pride 
in £act that in facing the most difficult trials, time and 
again, we were always ready t© lay down our lives in defending 
those beli~fs. We have at same time never· and will never 
forget s~pport which our friends, especially in the United 
States, gave us and continue give us through these years in 
so many ways; support and assistance which has and is 
enabling us.eome rapidly closer to our objective of becoming 
economically sound and model to others. 

Mr. Preaident, I do hope that you are completely aware of all 
aspects of the problem of arms to my country but more so of 
urgent reasons that have necessitated our requests; reasons 
which I have done my utmost to explain fully to Ambassador 
Barnes and which similarly our Special Military Envoy covered 
during talks he had .rec~ntly iri Washington. I have since 
receiving your ~essage, Mr. President, had very frank talk 

_with Ambassador Barnes again explaining once more and in no 
uncertain terms, difficulties we face, dangers close at hand 
and damage whic~ we can clea~ly fo~esee a~d expect, not only 
to Jordan and its interests an.d future, but also· to United 
States interests in area, to free world's interests, and to 
peace and stability in this area, should misunderstandi~gs 

/ develop
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and appreciated your deep 
and self, equally so, in my larger Arab family, and also 
in problems and challenges that face us, as well as ways in 
which we meet them. Your recent message, Mr. President, is 
only most recent indication this interest and concern. With 
same sincerity and frankness which was so clear in your recent 
message as .. always, I now address you, fully· aware of heavy 

CONFIDEN!D\L 

interest in my Jordanian family 

• • responsibitities I bear but more so of greater and far heavier 
·responsibilities which you bear in this world, and weight and 
importance that are atta_c_hed to all your decisions and actions. 

I ad:1:ressyou,Mr. Presida:1t, in ITamer st'emm:ingfrom friends hip which i -have 
.. , •• always· had for United Stat'es and the pride which I have B'.lways 
.'.,·cheri°shed with. ,people 0£ ,Jordan, through the most diffi·cult .. 

•. ·._.. •.....t_ime_s; .· p·ride in our be.liefs and convictions, pride in _ideals 
~- ..>.·~nd principl~s which·we share and have always shared.with· 

• people of United States and family of free nations, and pride 
.·:in fac_t· .that· in facing the most dij;ficult trials, time and 

.... ·. ,.... aga.~n,'.•'1e w.ere always ready to lay down our lives in defending·. 
:.\ · • ..\:.:··_;.tl).ose .. ·_be.liefs. We ·have at same time never and will ·neyer 

forget support which our friends, especi'ally in the United 
States, gave us and continue give us through these years· .in 
so·many ways; _ support and assistance whi~h has and is 
enabling us come rapidly closer to our objective of becoming· 
economically sound ~nd model to others. • 

Mr. President, I do hope that you are completely aware of all 
aspects of the problem of arms to my country but more so of 
urgent reasons that have ne.cessitated our requests; reasons 

•. ··which I have done my utmost to explain fully to Ambassador 
. Barnes and which similarly our Special Military Envoy covere4 
.during talks he had.;rec~ntly in Washington. I have since 
receiving your message, Mr. President, had ver;y frank talk 
with Ambassador Barnes again explaining once ·~ore and in no 
uncertain terms, dif'ficulties we face, dangers close at hand_•. 
and damage which we ca-q. clearly· foresee and expect, not only . 

·,. to Jordan a-q.~,,~i,,,~~-iz~i~t.~.~·~-~.Si:,:•:.flPd;:,j:.\l:su.~e-.~--~·fPMf:,~·.i~.e~~'.;~9 United... 
• · States intere·sts • ~n area, to free ·.wor~fd1 s interests, and to 

•.peace and stability in this area, ·should misunderstandings 
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develop between us further to such point, were the struggle 
which Jordan has maintained for years and all that Jordan 
fought against so bitterly, win a~ aasy victory through Jordan 
being forced ac~ept ~EFENSIVEMILITARYEQUIPMENTfrom other 
sourqes, due its fai~ing obtain them from friends, namely 
from United States. 

Mr. President, I assure you I can see most clearly the 
ComQJUnis~ plan to increase its influence and hence its control 
over whole Arab world, through exploiting such situations. 
This has been clearly illustrated time :and again. I can just 
as clearly, Mr. President, see Zionist plan aiming at changing 
Israeli-Arab conflict into and East-West one, with all Arab 
States on one side and Israel on other, whether these Arab 
States liked it o~ not; and more than that, Mr. President, I 
can see dangers, which I implore you as friend and as great 
leader bearing heaviest of responsibilities, to examine fully 
dangers to area, to peace and to vital interests of United 
States as well as free world as whole, in this strategically 
important part of world, dangers that involve us all, and 
could spell disaster on very large ~c~leu 

BARNES 

MBK-10 

(#) Omission. Correction to follow. 

CONFIDENTL'\L 
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Mr. President, Jordan's armed forces which are free world 
equipped and which are among few so remaining, and which 
are now part of forces of DEFENSEunder Arab unified 
command, I assure you, will be sensibly and realistically 
equipped. We welcome your help in having this talk and 
we are as anxious as you are if not more so, to preserve 
our happy relationship an? not jeopardize your interests 
or ours. Mr. President, our true interests are identical, 
and I most sincerely hope that all my friends in Washington 
may find it possible to credit me with a little wisdom 
stemming from a little experience gained through the years, 
as well as with sense and realism. 

Jordan, Mr. President, stands on longest truce line of any 
Arab State with Israel~ Truce line between Jordan and 
Israel is in fact longer than those of all Arab States 
bordering a truce line with Israel put together. Jordan's 
well-trained forces, in estimation of Jordanian Military 
High Command as well as thqt of Arab unified command, are 
incapable as they stand, of defending my country's West Bank 
for more than 48 hours in case of Israeli full offensive. 
Jordanian officers who have had many opportunities of visiting 
other Arab States cannot but notice with bitterness difference 
between our equipment and theirs, and their morale that had 
always been high, cannot but begin to be affected especially 
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when no Jordanian can fail to recognize qanger to his homeland 
of future Israeli actio~, in particular if Jordan's military 
situation remained as it is. In much same way, no one can see 
problemcf Palestine moving towards its solution until real 
balance of power between Arab world and Israel is brought about, 
with Jordan as integral part of it. Arab States sensing ever 
present threat tha~ Israel represents, with its expansionist 
policies, brought into existence unified Arab command to organize 
and supervise defense of Arab homeland, to minimize danger and 
to narrow gap and bring real balance of power into existence in 
way that·would be detrimental to further complications. Mr. 
President I implore you in face of danger we confront and record 
of facts of Israeli-Arab conflict, to help me find way of 
convincing myself before considering convincing others, that one 
squa.dron supersonic fighter aircraft already agreed upon between 
Jordanian military high command and unified Arab command, as being 
though i~adequate, an.essential for Jordan's air defense together 
with other Jordanian ground atta.ck squadron which now constitutes 
our air force. How, Mr. President, can I convince myself before 
attempting convince others, that such a squadron of supersonics 
is luxury not required when it is to be paid for and maintained 
by internal Arab funds. And offer to supply such squadron by 
UAC comprised of 20 MIG 21 with their new base, first part of 
which we refused stating our confidence in our ability obtain 
better if not similar equipment from our friends and that, were 
we to fail, then UAC may do what it found suitable to provide our 
requirements. 

Were we so sure that our friends would not fail us or fail see 
that in a way, whereas 20 supersonics we requested from you, 
would not alter balance in area as United States Government readily 
agrees for after all, Israel has vastly and numerically $uperio,r. 
air force and American HAWKE anti-aircraft missiles, that these 
planes flown all over Arab world by best well=trained Arab pilots 
could only help bring for first time comparison between Corpmunist 
equipment and free world products~ How, Mr. President, if answer 
is still negative, can we continue refuse the MIGus. How could we 
minimize damage of accepting MIG's 

BARNES 
MBK-10 ...CONFIDENTJA.L--
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What can 1 inform. my brethern the Arab leaders -a~ next 
summit meeting that what we· had agreed with UARwas 
essential to Jordans defence provided all our wor:r;ies 
were dealt with by them, ,:egarding costs of p~rchas·e 
and maintenance, and that having reached tha,t ,tage 
we nqw have changed our minds.. How am -1 expected. ~o -
be able conv·ince myself my people as ·well ,as :all A.rab 
leaders and peoplea that bette,; course for ua ..all lies 
-in accepting ~he protection of US Sixth Fleetf.n4 .forget 

. ~11 elee~ HowMiater President am l ex·pected sell auch. 
• .1.dea or ·maintain my ·posit~on as ·responsible. moderate 

influence in event ~hat I am able. maintain it at• all, 
following such $tatement, and how ·Mister Pres.ident and 
as US GoverM,en,t hopes am I to present US res-~onae · ''in 
the con~trµc cive fashion at which it is. in~ended and . : 
avoid decisions which might weaken our relations" as· 

•· Atnbaasador Barnes reports. The US·<;overnmen.t e r~sponse 
to our requests ~ontainthei:r; recognition that Hawker­
Hunter ~irc;tai;t with wh~ch RJAAF i~ presently equtpped 
will bec·ome • "unsupportable at some point ~n f:~ture, and • 
that prov:ls~on ~houlcl be made by that time fot intro .. 
duction of replacement aircraft ·" into RJAAF. ·Now ·an 
additional squadron of super-soQ.ics ·is ·luxury, :Ls -th~·re 
no contradiction • in this sta.tement. • 

Mister· Preirident, as :regards equipment iequired for ·our 
ground force_s l wish state our deepe'St gratitude for ·all 

,. • · I syinJ>$thy ~-
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sympathy an~ understanding that: r.eguest has met with, a·nd 
al-though we hope that f\lrther talks cou;ld, when w.e are 
fµlly p:r.epared, bring more ·satisfactory and always ·sen,·sible 
and i;ealistic i--e·sults, ·we have but 9-eepe·st ..and s'inc,ere.st 
thanks .. 

I hope sir that ypu may find it possiQle to appreciat:e wpat 
feelings have ~riven me to be so frank and lengthy. 

Mister President I shall stall in giving any answer ~to the 
,many questions I sh.all be asked later today in the :..UAii;on 
this suQj ec t, and throughout period leading up t,o f:i.f.t;h 
of .·September, wheq I. hope attend second Arab ~·urpm;J.t, 
conference there. 

I shall ltve wi.th hope if untavorab-le , reeponse, my .hope 
·will not diminish and my faith in your ab.ility to appreciate 
our position and to take rlght dec'tsion will remain. 

Once again, Mister Presi(ient,,.,may I extend to you .my 
respects, regards and sincerest wisheso May God he·lp you 
make right decisions always. 

A.l li_ussein 

END QUOTE 

BARNES 
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There follows oral message from President Johnson to be conveyed to 

King Hussein at time of your definitive talk with Hussein stemming from 

current Jordanian arms requests. In our view aituation has reached stage 

where inadvisable further to postpone Pl'esidential message" Talking points 

are in separate message. 

"Your Majesty: 

Your recent visit to Washington ~nderlined the deep and cordial ties 

between Jordan and the US. For me personally 9 the visit was an occasion 

to take stock of the progress that has been achiewed in Jordan under yoqi\!:' 

wise leadership and to reaffirm the clo~e relation~hips between our two 

KUKK countries. I felt your friend$hip for the US and sensed in t@rn yo~r 

appreciation of the factors underlyirig OQnl"policies toward Jordan. I 

particularly appreciated the tr~th cf your ass~rances to Ambassador Macomber 

several months age that in Jord n's own interest there could be no basic 

change in our relations growing out of the exchange of Amba$sado!'~ between 

Jordan and the Sovi~t Union. 

No one ••• 
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No one is in a better position than !o~r Majeety tc oode~sta~d 

the sincerity of US interest in f~lly ind pend nt and pr~g~ee1fve 

Jordan. Our support hae be n proven ower: timeo It f.11!:becaUJtPieI 

-lnow you understand o~~ great ~take in Jo~dan°e c~ntirn~~d ~tability 
I~ 

and progress that I want to t>aiae with yo~ my com1.~ero we,: receimt 

developments that could adversely affe~t Jo~dan 6
~ very integ~ity. 

We understand your present problem regarding atme fer Jord~n. w~ 
face 

desire to help you/~ it a~n$ibly and ~eali~ti~ally in ways00 00 

which will preserve o®l' happy relation~htp and n@t jeopa~d.tze yoll.llr 

interests or cur~. 

in the fullest confiden~e and @ando~. @ewill speak frankly ~n my 

behalf and I shall wel~ome f~001 Yo~~Ma.je$ty a ~imilarly frank and 

f.riendly re$pon~e. 

(.The White Hou.ase doe~ not 

Lynd@n 

:repeat net 

R. J ohn@H.i)no " 

wish 
~ to hawe fo~egoing mes$age 

released.) 
c@ntents 

l,QR CAIRO AND tpN_QQ~g Thia me~~age n:K oinll:r and/~ !$hc1Uildbe 

treated NOFORNas well a$ EXDIS~ 

END 

00NftDEN1.'IAL 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

pril 30, 1964 

To: Benjamin H. ead 

From: McO orge Bundy 

For your information and file . 
(ff w Q.32le • ) 
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WA122 PD 

UD NEW YORK NY 29 917P EST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

MAY I, MR. PRE$IDENT, AS I LEAVE THE UNITED STATES, ONCE AGAIN 

EXTENDTO YOU MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR THE ?REAT KINDNESS, 

WARMTHAND HOSPITALITY You, AND THE PEOPLE WHICH THE GOVERNMENT 

OF THIS GREAT NATION EXTENDED TO ME THROUGHOUT MY VISIT AND 

STAY STOP I SHALL CARRY BACK WITH ME TO MY JORDANIAN FAMILY 

AND ALL THE ARAB PEOPLE MANY IMPRESSIONSAND MESSAGES THE MOST 

OUTSTANDING PEOPLE'S DESIRE OF WHICH IS YOURS AND THE AMERICAN 

TO MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN ALREADYEXISTING GOOD RELATIONS 

WITH THE ARAB NATION AND DESIRE AND WISH WE ALL RECIPROCATE 

AND BELIEVE WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGHGENUINEAND CONTINUOUS 

EFFORT TO ACHIEVE BETTER UNDERSTANDING US AN END BETWEEN 

TO WHICH I SHALL REMAIN FULLY DEDICATED FOR OUR TWO NATIONS' 

JOINT INTEREST IN PROGRESS, STABILITY AND A JUST PEACE FOR 

THE GOOD OF MANKIND STOP I SHALL TREASURE ALWAYSOUR FRIENDSHIP 

MR PRESIDENT AND I EXTENDYOU MY SINCEREST WISHES FOR YOUR 

CONTINUEDGOODHEALTHAND SUCCESS IN THE SERVICE OF YOUR PEOPLE 

AND THE WORLD AT LARGE 

HUSSEIN OF JORDAN. 

L 

~ 

0 
ro 

L 
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~~ ACTI0~'-~111.s Majesty , J Jr,29 I 59 Mt'Gil 

1nro. ling Hussein of Jordanj 
SS Trans :World Airlin~s, Ticket Counter, 

••• ~~(1. Flight 700, 
rR•'·• John F Kennedy International Airport~o 

• P Rew Yorki;, N@w-York 
USIA 

Your Majesty~ 
) I 

Xll:XDXIIJ/hope that Y~ur Maj~Qty will return to 

Jordan w·ith pleasant memori~s of your visit to the 

United States~ and with ~e~ew~d assurances of the 

friendship which this coUlThtey has always had for 

for me to be abl~ p@~sonally to e~ha~ge views with 

youQ Please ac~ept my b~~t wi~h~s for Your Majesty Os 

health and the co~tinuation of your inspiring leader= 

ship of the people of Jorda~e 

LYNDONBo JOHNSON 

\ 
Drafted by,, QTelegraphic transmission an<(s/ s John McKesson 

classification approved by, 

NE-Mr.Dinsmore U/PR=~ li~o 

RF.A-Hr~Jernegan U=Mlbo Springsteen 
PG;>MroMcCloskey Whit~ Hou8e=MJ: 0 ~CTION FROM THIS COPY IS 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
UNCLASSIFIED 





ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 1'----LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ATTACHMEN
WASHINGTON :!5, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE I~ 
WASHINGTr . ~ 

~' ~ 
/~v~/;-, 

, 1January 21, 1964 

MEMORANDUMFORMRo McGEORGEBUNDY 
THE filITE HOUSE 

Subject: King Hussein's Reply to Letter From President 

Enclosed is the original of King Hussein's reply to 
the letter from President Johnson which Mr. Shriver person­
ally handed to the King on January 6. 

The Department of State recommends that no reply be 
made. 

(1,,,ih.~
f~ Benjamin H. Read1•-Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ATTACHMENT 

JAN2 2 1964 



THE ROYAL PALACE, 

Amman, Jordan, 

January 11th, 1964. 

Mr. President: 

I have been touched by the expressions of greetings, best wishes and goodwill 

which your message, Mr. President, conveyed to me during the recent visit to Jordan of 

our good friend Sargent Shriver. 

I acknowledge with appreciation the warm and friendly feelings which you, 

Mr. President, have expressed towards Jordan - The Holy Land, towards my Jordanian 

Family and myself. 

I wish to acknowledge with deep gratitude your sincere and generous appreciation 

of the efforts which Jordan has been exerting towards achieving the maximum possible 

goals of progress, prosperity and social justice. These are goals to the attainment of 

which we are fully committed and dedicated. We are confident that with determination, 

the Jordanian Family, will succeed in facing and surmounting the problems of progress, 

notwithstanding the heavy burdens and obstacles which confront us in pursuing this all 

important task. 

I am happy to acknowledge with appreciation and gratitude, the contribution 

which the government and people of the United States have made in assisting Jordan to 

achieve this aim. 

I am equally happy to note, Mr. President, that you share our faith in achieving 

the targets of economic self- sufficiency to which we are making a relentless and all-out 

effort. 

It is truely gratifying to receive, Mr. President, your categorical assurances 

of continued United States assistance to Jordan towards this end. 

Sincerely, 

I.President Lynden B. Johnson, 
President of the United States of America, 
The White House, 
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FROM Amembassy M1YiAN DATE: 

SUBJECT: King Hussein's Reply to Letter From President 
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or King HUSSEIN's reply to tll.e letter from 
Sargent SHRIVER personally handed to the King 
or the reply is attached as ·an enclosure to 

to -the President. 
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There follows the text 

President JOHNSONwhich Mr. 
on January 6. The original 
this airgram for transmission 

''Mr. President: 

. . 111 have been touched by the expressions of greetings, 
best wishes and goodwill which your message., Mr. _Pre~ident., 
conveyed to m.e during the recent visit to Jordan of our good 

·.rriend Sargent Shri.ver. 

1'l acknowledge ·with appreciation the warm and friendly· 
feelings which you, Mr. President,· have expre·ssed .towards 
Jordan - The Holy Land, towards my Jordanian Family and myself. 

rrr wlsh to acknowledge -with deep grat,i tude your since-re 
and generous appreciation of the efforts which Jordan has been 
exerting towards achieving the maximumpossible 
prosperity and social justice. These are goals 
of wh:i.ch we are fully committed and dedicated. 
tha-t w:ith determination, the Jordanian Family, 
facing and surmounting the problems of progress, 
the heavy burdens and.obstacles which confront 
this all important task. 

goals of progress, 
to the attainment 
We are confident 

will suc·ceed in ._ 
notwithstanding 

us in pursuing 

L 

- . ,. 
Exemptedrf~om autor~tic decontrol 
By_ -.~_.l'LV:i...J..f\.,~-·-·___ _ 
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From .Amman 

_"I am happy to_ aclmowledge with appreciation and grati t,ude, 
the contribution which the government and people of the United 
States have made in assisting Jordan to achieve this aim. 

1r:ram equally happy to note, Mr. President, that you share 
our faith in achieving- the targets of economi.c self-sufficiency to 
which we are making a relentless and all-out effort. 

•>. 

. . • 1'It is truly gratifying to receive, Mr. President, your 
• • categorical assurances of continued United States assistance to 

.. , Jordan towards this ende 

ttSincerely, 

ttHussein I,., 

t ' . 
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OUTGOING 
O I I 4 6 

TELEGRAM of StateDepartment 
INDICATE:□ COLLECT • 

□ ::•o• ro LlMmlD omcw. a , /. - f~ C,vv1 

Origin ACTION: JunEm,b&ssyAMMAN 269 vi 
ss .Jal3 6 33 PH'6'l.LIMDISInfos 

for your information 
/!bere follows verbatim text Preaidential measage to King Huautn to be 

del1-vered by Shriver January 6: 

Your Ma.Jesty: 

I em taking the occasion of the visit of my good frtend and. colleagu.e 

Sargent Shriver to the Ho~ z.na.to have him convey to Your Majesty my sincere 

gre ting and wa.m good Wisheso 

Although I have never visited 3ordan, I feel I know your count~ both 

bees.use of' my deep interest in tbe Bible and because of the very close and 

co:rdi,al. re.l.~tions this country has with Jordan. Our support of Jordana• 

:progress under Your Majesty 0a 'W:13:leleadership bas been &how in many w&,yso We 

he;t'e folJ.o-wed v.f:tb pride the advmmes 111 Jordan's economic and poli ti.cal 

welfareo The United states is pleased to be aesoci&ted with Your Majesty 11 s 

efforts to build your country and serve your peop.le ~ 

I know the heavy burdens and serious obstacles faced by Your Majesty 1:n 

leading Jordan forvardo Only a few years ago it took great taith to believe 

Jordan could overeom.e the obstacles in its. ad~e toward.$ economic sel:td 

suf'fic:ienny.. Your Ma.Jesty supplied that faith through your leadership. Your 

fld.unng ~onfidence 

Telegraphic transmission andDrafted bys /
NEA.gBE~ AllCillgore ghed/ 3 64 classification approved bys 

Clearancess U ~ Mr Q De.Vies 
s/s = Mr McKessono 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
LDtrl'ED OffICXAL USB PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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enduring confidence Iles ncu demonstrated that economic independence in the foresee.., 

able future is no ic1le c.l:rea.mo Let me assure you most sincerely and categorically 

that the United states will continue to assiot as it is able Jorc1e.n' s efforts to-ward: 

achieving the goals ~rou have so wi.sely set o 

Sincerely, 

l(yndon B. Johnson 

END 

\ 
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Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
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• iJ:~~The White House 
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clearance prior to transmission. 
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Read 

Enclosure: Telegram to AMMAN 

A telegraphic reply from the President 
containing the brief cleared language has 
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congratulatory message on~ ,:iection. 
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Origin ACTION: Amembassy AMMAN
NE.A 
lnfu1 

r lo Embassy should deliver following messageg
USIA 
NSC "His Majesty
ci~R 

Hussei,n I 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

QUOTEOn the anniversary of your ascension to the throne 

of Jordan, I once again ta.ke great pleasure in conveying to 

you my personal greetings and the best wishes of the American 

people for the increasing prosperity of your countryo The 

United States values highly its association with Jordan and 

looks forward to cootinued close and cordial re.latioos between 
Sincer~lY» 

our two nations o / Lyndoo Bo Johnsono UNQUOTE 

2o Department will release following Post confirmation of 

END RLSK 

Draftedby: Telegraphic transmission and 

NEA/ ARN i PEBeard ~ es g1/29 / 6 • 236':~~classification approved NEA = Rodger P,, Daviesby: 

Clearances: NEA/ARN = Mro Atherton S/S = Mr .. Wal~h 
P = Mro Freeman (subs) White House= Mr0 Wriggin~ 
S/CPR - Miss Nichols 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FORM DS-322 
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THB ROYAL PALACB, 
Amman, Jordan, 
July 13th, 1966. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am indeed grateful to have at my 

disposal precious copies of photographs of 

the lunar surface taken by the Surveyor I 

spacecraft. 

I am sure that the farsighted and 

ambitious spatial endeavours would in the 

course of time unfold many of the heavenly 

secrets and provide mankind with effective 

means to combat the ever increasing problems 

on earth. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 
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Jul 7 7 2 2 PM'6 
Origin ACTION: Amembassy AMMAN 

~n~~ 
ss STATE 3090 
G 
p 1. Following message received bv White House J'uly 1966g3,> 

USIA 
NSC QUOTE The people of Jordan join me in expressing to you,, 1 

I I CPR 
Mr. President and the people of the United States of America our 

warmest felicitations on the occasion of ~he 190th anniversary 

of:independenceo I avail myself of this oppo,;tunity t.o renew 

our best wishes for your personal health and continued success 

in serving the people of America and the worldo Al Hu~sein 

UNQUOTE. 

2. Please __deliver following reply to King Husseing QUOTE 

On behalf of our people and Government, I thank you for your 

good wishes on the 190th anniversary of the independence of the 

United States of Americao Sincerely, Lyndon Bo Johnson UNQUOO:E" 

3 White House does not plan to release above reply but haso 

no objection if GOJ wishes to do soo 

END 

Biµ.L ACTING BAL\. 

Drafted by, Tel. Ext. .Telegraphic transmission and', 

NEA ARN: PEBeard ~ es ~ 7 7 · 3236 classificati9n approved by, EA/ ARN-Alfred Lo Athertoo 
Clearance,, 

S/S-S - Alsdorf NEA - Mro ConstableMr() 
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C~ AM~ANVIA WUI 3 1430 

THr.. PRESID£NT 

THi:: .~HITE HOUSE 

THE EOPLE OF JOR AN JOIN ME I EXPRESSING TO YOU MR PRESIDE T 

AD TH£ P~OPLE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OR WARMEST 

Fr..LICITATIO S 01 THE OCCASION OF THE 190 H ANNIVERSARYOF 

IND PENDEtC~ STOP I AVAIL MYSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITYTO ENEW 

OUR BEST WISHES FOR YOUR PERSONAL HEALTHAND CONTINUED 

SUCCESS I~ SERVING THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA AND THE WORLD 

AL HUSSEIN. 
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HAYs. , 3·3rn -,s6 u( 
Origin ACTION: Amembassy AMMAN 

~ EX.DIS 

(da·ted May 4 ) 
Please deliver following letter/from President to--King Hussein: 

QUOTE Your Maje!jt-yi 

Thank you for your ldnd letter in which you expressed your apprecia­

tion for the opportunity to purchase F-104 aircrafto Our decision to 

sell t:hese aircraft was based on our belief that you and the people of 

Jordan are firm and reliable friends of the United Stateso I hope that 

the sale will further strengthen the ties of f1::lendship and mutual trust 

that exist between our two countt:ieso 

I send you best wishes for the future and I hope you. will have e,mry 

success in carrying out your heavy responsib:Uitieso 

Lyndon Bo Johnson UNQUOTE 

GP-3o 

END 

RUSK 

I-..____ 

Drafted by, Telegraphic tr1111smlssionand 

NEA:NE:MWWiley~es:4/22/66 classification approved by, NEA - Rod er p O Davies 
CIHrancesi 

NE - Mr(> Atherton· Whi.te House - Mr. Bromley Smith 
S/S -Mr. Walsh 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"SECRET , 
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THB ROYAL PALACB, 

Amman, JORDAN, 

April 9th, 1966. 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is with a deep sense of gratitude and appreciation that I· 

write to you, following the conclusion of the agreement between the 

Government of the United States of America and the Government of the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for the supply to the Royal Jordanian 

Air Force with the United States built F.104 Starfighter type aircraft, 

and also following the return to Jordan of its negotiator General Amer 

Khammash Chief of Staff of our Armed Forces. 

There is no way, Mr. President, by which I could express my 

deep gratitude and that of my Government and people, especially in 

the Armed Forces and particularly in the Air Force, for your personal 

understanding and support, and for the friendly spirit which emanated 

from it and with which, the Jordanian negotia~r was met, throughout 

his stay up to the completion of his mission in the United States. 

It is indeed only a new demonstratiori of the solidarity of 

the relations that happily exist between our two nations, the 

confidence, trust and the sense of unity in belonging to the family 

of free nations, safeguarding joint-principles and upholding the same 

ideals. 

Mr. President, you came to our assistance as the great friend 

we know you to be, and we are proud to have,your personal assistance at 

an extremely delicate moment in Jordan's history shall never be forgotten 

and by providing us with the 104s, we know that the United States 

Government has provided us with the best. I am fairly confident that 

our Jordanian pilots will prove those aircraft to be the best, and 

once again that the strength of Jordan will be as it has always been 

that of freedom, stability and progress, that the strength of Jordan 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJO 'e>-3 4/
By~ NARA, Date S· ~ 1·D ~ 



shall never be used in any other way save in legitimate self-defence,for 

freedom, justice and in persuance of a better future for the people 

of this part of the world. 

I seize this opportunity to wish you, Mr. President, continued 

good health and every success in fulfilling your great and demanding 

responsibilities. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 

Washington D. C. 
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