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PARIS FOR BALL AND SISCO 

l• PLEASE PREPARE FOLLOWING· LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FOR DELIVERY 
TO KING AND HOLD FOR AMS. BALL, WHO WILL DE~IVE IT PERSONALL9 
IN HIS· CALL ON KING 

BEGIN TEXT• 

YOURMAJESTY, 

I HAVE ASKED AMBASSADORi GEORGE BALL, WHO HAS JUST ASSUMED MIS 
NEW RESPONSIBILil'IES AT THE' UNo TO DISCUSS WITH YOU AND CERTAIN 
OTHER ARAB STATESMEN, AND WITH ISRAELI OFFICI LS;, CURRENT 
DEVELOPMENTSIN THE AREA• THE TRIP TO THE AREA WILL! GIVE HiM 
THE, OPPORTUNITY TO RECOME FULLY FAMILIAR WITH THE MIDDLEr EAST 
PROBLEM. AMBASSADOR BALL.: BRINGS: WITH HIM ASSURANCES OF OlJR 
CONTlNUED FIRM SUPPORT FOR JORD~N ~ND MY SINCERE PERSONAL 
WISHES· FOR YOUR MAJESTY, 

IT HAS BEEN MORE THAN A YEAR SINCE THE END OF HOSTILITIES• 
IN TMIS TIME THERE HAS' NOT BEEN ANY PROGRESS TOWARD THE AGREE~ 
MENTCALLED FDR IN THE· SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF NOVEMBE~ 
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22, 1967• I FULLY APPREC!AiE HIE DlF'FliCULTIES YOU FACE IN i'f.jE 
CONTINUING A SENC[ OF A SETTLEMENT~ AND THE CQURAG AND MOD~R~TION 
YOU MAVE SHOWN IN MEETING TH:M~ 

I ASSURE YOU THAT Tt,E UN I TED ST 1. TES GOVH NMENT HAS GI VEN t TS 
FULL' SUPPORT TO TH . EFFORTS Or~ iHH3ASSADOR ~JARRl NG A D THAT IT 
WILL CONTlNU. T0 1 DO so. AMBABEADOR BALL ,s VIS Ii iO JORDAN, 
AND TO OT11E.R TATES IN THe:: AREA;~rs EVIDENCE OF OUR CONCERN 1 

AND OF OUR CLOSE l NTEREST IN "HJE EFFORTS WHICH ARE BE ING MADE 
TO· F'IND A WAY TOWA~D PEACE,,, 

I SHALL L.OOK FORWARD TQ. HEA. ING r:·ROl"l AMBASSADO BALL YOUR 
TMOUGHTS ON THESE MATTERS~ I HOPE HAT HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU 
WILL HELP LEAD TO THE JUST AND DURAELE SETTLEMENT WHIEH WE ALL 
SO FERVENTLY DESIRE~ 

SINCERELY, LVNDON B• JOHNSON~ 

END TE T 

N::.ft ~~ BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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I. 
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1. r1e~ss prepar~ following letter f~o~ President ]:or delivery 

to ~ing· and. hold fot; Am~.B~ll, who will ·deliver it persona.lly 

in ~is call on King. 

BEG~N TE~Ti 

Your Majesty: 

I ~have ·as~~d Ambassador Georg~ ·.Ba~l, who has just assumed 
1 

his:.~.new ~~s·po~si~ilitie~ at :the UN, to discuss with you and 
. . . . 

\ 

cer~ain ~th_e.r -Arab statesmen, and with Israeli officials, current 

dev~lopm~nts in· the are~•• . The trip to· the area will give him 
.. 

thei: oppor~unity .~o become fully familiar with the Middle East 

pro~lem. 
,; 

con~inue4 
.. 

·wishes tor 

Aµlb~ss~dor Ball-brings wit~ him assu~ances of our 

firm support for- J~rdan and 1:ll,y:s;ncere personal 

.:Your ~jesty •. 

hi. ht. l1.a111111lnl<>~hl•"11phlt and 

248 . clmili(,liOt\ fPPIQV~ tm IO - David H. Popper 

- Mr. Davi.es (cleared in substa1'l.ce): 
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r It has bee~ mo~e than ~:year $1nce the end.of hostilities. 7 
: . 

i. 

' . . : ' 
~In ·thi's time _t.her~ ,has not been any progress ~oward the agreement. . . 

!c;a11e~ for. _i.n. the ~ecurity co·uncil reso~u~ion of November 22, 1967. 

/ fully ·app~eciate the c1°iffic'ulties you_: face -in the continuing 

iabse~~e of a .·settlement, and ·.the courage and moderation you have 

:shown;in meeting them . 
. ' :: 
• I . . . 
. l I assure you. that the:United States Government has given its 
l • 

.• I 

loll su·pp·ort :to th~ e·ffo~-~~- of Amb~ssad~r. J~rring and that it will 
: : ' . .• 
;c,onti11,ue to· d_o so. ; Ambass·ador· Ball Is visit to Jordan, and to other 
: i 
: ~ 

:s:tates,· in_ the area, is evidence of our concern and of our close 
-~ : ! . 

;1ntere:st B in the efforts which are being m~de to find a way 
: •; ~ • • • I 

I • 

,: ~owar4. peace. = 

I' ;·shall iook forw13rd to -hearing from Ambassador Ball your thoughts 
. . . ,... 

'. '1n these· matt~rs. , t hop·e ,that his disc:ussi?~s with you will help 

.iiead t·o ·th~ just .and durable ··settlement. which we all so fervently 
• I 

j~esi~1·• 

s·~ncere~y, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

•• END TEXT • 

L _J 

Classi/icatiou 
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PLEAS~ PA§S FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ~RESIDENT 

USE 8 4 3. 

us I A, l 2, H 02;, /070 R 3 

TO KING; HUSSEIN 

l• QTE THE TRAGIC AND UNTIMELY DEATH OF SENATOR ROBER[ 
Fo KENNED~ HAS COME AS A ~REAT SHOCK TO ALL AMERIC~NSo - □ N· 
BEHALF OF THE PEOPLI::.OF THE UNI TED STATES, ! EXPRESS: MY 
DEEPES T A~ PRE C I AT I ON FOR • YOUR WORD S OFI SYMPATHY·• UNCHE. 

2° Q!E !HE KNOWLEDGETHAT YOUR COUNTRYMEN SHARE OUR GRIEF 
IS A SOURCE OF GREAT COMFORT AND CONSOLATION~ I S~ALL TRANSMIT 
YOuR MESSAGE TO Mf<So KENNEDY AND MEMBERS, OF THE SENAJOR!Q S 
FAMILY. LYNDON B• JOHNSON UNQTE 

3° WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE MESSAGE, eur HAS 
0 0 BJ EC T I. 0 N TO RE.LE ASE BY • K I G HUSS E I N 

o FuLLOW! ,, FYI, IS 1::NGLlSH TEXT OF l<ING HUSSElN•S MESSAGE 
TO THE PRESIOENTa 

QT~ TH~ NEWS OF THE DEATH OF LATE SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY· 
WAS PARTICULAkLY.SHOCKING TO MEo HIS DEATH, INDEED, is: AN 
IRqEPLACE~BLE ~ass TO THE NOBLE AMERICAN PEOPLE AN6 TO 
HIS Fi IENDS A D ADMIR RS AL OVER THE WOR DQ IT IS WITH DEEP 

• SORKO1-1 A - PR •F OUN D REGRET TH AT I EXPRESS T O I YOU:, MRlo • 
PRESlu To A TO THE Pt;;OPLE F THE NITED, STATES AD ITS. 
GOvER,ME T MY MOST SINC£R£ CONDOLENCES AND 1"HOSE, OF THE EOPLE 

LIMITED OFF1CIAL USE 
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AN~ GOVERNMENTOF JORDAN• MAY GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, GIVE US 
ALL THE P~wER TO SUPPRESS VIOLENCE AND CRIME• WITH RENEWED 
Ass uR A cEs oF Mv H I G H E sr coNs 1oERA r I oN ·" . Hu s s E 1 N . 1~ uN tn· E 
RUSK 
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THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

THE NEWS OF THE DEATH OF LATE SENATOR ROBERTKENNEDYWAS 

PARTICULARLYSHOCKINGTO ME STOP HIS DEATH CO~MA INDEED COM A 
I 

3 

IS AN IRREPLACEABLE PEOPLE AND TO LOSS TO THE NOBLE AMERICAN 

HIS FRIENDS AD ADMIRERSALL OVER THE WORLD STOP IT IS WITH 

DEEP SORROW AND PROFOUND REGRET THAT I EXPRESS TO YOU COMMA 
2 

MR PRESIDENT COMMA AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THE U !TED STATES AND 

ITS GOVERNMENT AND THOSE OF THE MY MOST SINCERE CONDOLENCES 

'PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN 

MAY GOD COMMA THE ALMIGHT COMMAGIVE US ALL THE POWER TO 

SUPPRESS VIOLElCE AND CRIME STOP WITH RENEWED ASSURA CES OF 

Y HIGHEST CONSIDERATION 

HUSSEIN 1. 
3 

l 
2 



------

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

.Tune ll 1Q68 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ENCLOSURE 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message from King Hussein to 
President Johnson Re Jordan's 
Independence Day 

Enclosed is a message from King Hussein of Jordan 
acknowledging President Johnson's congratulatory message 
on the anniversary of Jordan's independence day. The 
Department recommends that no reply be sent to this 
message. 

Benjamin 
Executive 

tt~Jjj,t{,, 
H .7~'­
Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Copy of airgram transmitting 
message from King Hussein 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ENCLOSURE 
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AGR COM FRB FROM Amernbassy Al"1£v1AN DATE: May 30, 1968 
. ' 

INT LAB TAR 
SUBJECT: King Hussein's Reply to President Johnson's Congratulatory

Message on the Anniversary of Jordan Independence Da,-
TR XMB AIR 

REF State 170164 

ARMY CIA NAVY 

r 7
The Royal Palace delivered to the Embassy } ay 27 the followLr:tg text 

050 USIA NSA of a letter .from King Hussein to President Johnson, replying to the 
message transmitted in reftel: 

t.J..SC-
/4 ) 

'\ ttThe people- of Jordan jo1.n me in e)s.-pressing to Your Excellency 
our sincere thanks and gratitude for your kind message of 
congratulations on the· occasion of Jordants Independence Day 
anniversary with our best wishes for Your Excellency's well­
being and happiness and for the continued welfare and 

11prosperity of your nation. 

r 
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FOR/DEPT. USE ONLYLilUTED OFFICIAL USE _ , FORM 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

.Tune 1 l l Q68 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ENCLOSURE 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message from King Hussein to 
President Johnson Re Jordan's 
Independence Day 

Enclosed is a message from King Hussein of Jordan 
acknowledging President Johnson's congratulatory message 
en the anniversary of Jordan's independence day. The 
Department recommends that no reply be sent to this 
message. 

I 

Benjamin H. Reid 
' 

-
I 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Copy of airgram transmitting 
message from King Hussein 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ENCLOSURE 
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TO Department of State 

FROM Amembassy .Ai"vll'fiAN DATE: May 30, 1968 
. ' 

SUBJECT : King Hussein's Reply to President Johnson I s Congratulatory
Message on the Anm .. versa.ry of Jordan Independence Day 

REF State 170164 

r 
/ 

7
The Royal Palace delivered ·to the Embassy May 27 the following text 
of a letter from King Hussein to Pr8sident Johnson, replying to the 
message transmitted in reftel: 

11The people- of Jordan join me in expre·ssing to Your Excellency 
our sincere thanks and gratitude for your kind message of 
congratulations on the· occasion of Jordan's Independence Day 
anniversary with our best wishes for Your Excellency's well­
being and happiness and for the continued welfare and 
prosperity of your nation. 11 

r 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 22, 1968 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

11EMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTCM 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Congratulatory 
on .Jordan's 

Message to King 
Independence'. Day 

Hussein 

It is recommende·d that the President send a 
congratulatory message to King Hussein .on May 25 on 
the occasion of the anniversary of Jordan~s indepen­
dence. A suggested text is attached. 

We hope that Ambassador Jarring will soon be able to 
arrange talks in New York among Jordan, the UAR and Israel. 
Our message would be helpful to the King as a reassurance 
of our interest in Jordan and in his regime at this 
particularly critical time. 

We have not sent a similar message since 1964, nor 
did we greet the King on his birthday in November. 

,/ 
1 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Text of -Suggested Message. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Suggested message to King Hussein or in his 

absence to Regent Crown Prince Hassan on May 25: 

On this anniversary ot the independence day of 
.... ·-1· ,-.•,·1·, 

Jordan, it gives me great pleasure to send Your 

Majesty and the people of Jordan congratulations 

and good wishes from the people of the United States. 

We sincerely hope that Jordan, under your courageous 

leadership, will find peace and justice during the 

coming year. Signed: Lyndon B. Johnson. 

.j ' 
t 
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1. P ease deliver t·le fo lowin~ me sage rOUl t ..e Presid 

to <in ~ussein or in his absence to Regent Cro Price 

nssan on wy 25: QUOTE On this annivers:ary of the 

indepe dence day of Jordan, it gives me reat pleasure o· 

Osc1.1 o r 1a • esty and t cop e of Jord3n con~rat·u a i 1s 

-nn goo wi ies from t a eople of ~~1e United States. ·1e 
... ··~ 

....• ..ce y hope that Jordal, under your courageous e ders. ·p, 

wl ,.... d peace and justice uring tbe coming year.· Signe : 

.,..yr o-;.'l ohnso. UNQU E . 
.j 

t
2. ~~.~~~vsy or· SIS Amman may release message i· e me 

cJn,.ro iate. 

~. :RPPagt:mell •1 Lueiua D. Bc.ttlo 
"""" ...., - ... g /2 /6B. ~ ~~ ~.................- ........... ~ 

·~s. Johnson (phone) ....· s/s -
1r. loughton t,,:bite House -

avi •s -~·,/ LIHITED OFF- c· AL US .... P - RLSteven o~ 

Corrections made on original green MUST be made on this and other 
F'ORM DS-322 flimsy work copies before deli_very to Telecommunications Operations Division 8-65 
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PL.EASt: DEL l VER TH~ FOL.LOWI NG MESSA~E:- FROM THE PRES:i D~NT. TO 
t<I NG HUSS~ f N OR IN Hl S ABSENCE.· TO REGENT CROWN PRINCE .HASS AN 
ON MAY 258 QUOTE ON THIS ANNIVERSARYOF THE IND~PENDENCE 
bAY OF JO~DAN, I CONGRATU~ATEYOUR MAJESTY ANO SEN6 TO THE 
~EOPLt: OF- JORDAN GOOD WISHES FROM THE PEOPLi:l OF' TH~ UNITED 
STATES• WE SINCE REL. Y HOPE THAT JORDAN,. UNDER YOUR, COURAGEOUS 
LEADER S 1-iI ~, WI L L F I ND ? EA CE AND JUST l.CE DUR 1 NG, THE- COMI NG Y EAR :o 
SJGNE~• LXNDONB• JOHNSON• UNQUOTE• 

2o EMBAS§Y OR WSIS AMMAN MAY REl.t:;AS,E MES~AGE'. IF! DEEM~D­
A~pROPRIAIE, RUSK 
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MORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON ACTION 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Thursday, May 23, 1968 -- 7:30 p. m.· 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Independence Day Message to Hussein 

This Saturday, May 25, is the anniversary of Jordan 1 s 
independence. State recommends that you send Hussein the 
following message: 

"On this anniversary of the independence day of 
Jordan, I congratulate Your Majesty and send to 
the people of Jordan good wishes from the people 
of the United States. We sincerely hope that 
Jordan, under your courageous leadership, will 
find peace and justice during the coming year. 11 

We are checking this with you because it is a message to a 
touchy area" Otherwise, however, it is quite routine and uncontro­
versial.. Any word of encouragement to Hussein is good at this time 
when we hope he will soon begin talks with Israel under Ambassador 
Jarring 1 s auspices in New York.. The Israelis know full well that 
we believe Hussein 1 s survival is important to Israel 1 s security and 
our own interests" 

✓Approve 

Disapprove 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 22, 1968 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM ROSTOWFOR MR. WALT W o 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Congratulatory Message to King Hussein 
on Jordan's Independence Day 

It is recommended that the President send a 
congratulatory message to King Hussein on May 25 on 
the occasion of the anniversary of Jordan's indepen­
dence. A suggested text is attached. 

We hope that Ambassador Jarring will soon be able to 
arrange talks in New York among Jordan, the UAR and Israel. 
Our message would be helpful to the King as a reassurance 
of our interest in Jordan and in his regime at this 
particularly critical time. 

We have not sent a similar message since 1964, nor 
did we greet the King on his birthday in November. 

Ben~FfAfv 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Text of Suggested Message. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Suggested message to King Hussein or in his 

absence to Regent Crown Prince Hassan on May 25: 

On this anniversary of the independence day of 
J.~ 

Jordan, /\l!. - me ,..__,__ e serr<:i. Your 
~ -It, 

Majesty and.f\.the people of Jordan 

nd good wishes from the people of the United States. 

We sincerely hope that Jordan, under your courageous 

leadership, will find peace and justice during the 

coming ye~ Signed: Lyndon B. Johnson. i 
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. . 

· REF: STATE 133587~ 

·1,.. ~JE HAVE JUST B.EEN ASKED BY XING'S PRIVATE SEC_RETARY TO 
S~ND FOLLOWING MESSAGEFROM KING·HUSSEIN TO PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON: • • 

2. QTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: IN RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER WHICH 
I JUST RECEIVED, I WISH TO POINT OUT THE FOLLOWING: WE ARE NOW 
FIGHTING. ONCE AGAIN, DEFENDING--IN THE FACE OF A BLATANT AND 
PREMEDITATED LAND, OUR HOMES, THE 'ISRAELI AGGRESSION--OUR 
SHABBY TENTS OF THE. VICTIMS OF CIVILIZATION, AND OUR HONOR . 

. WE ARE DOING SO WITH WHAT HAS. RE~AINED IN OUR HANDS IN THE WAY . 
'·OF WEAPONS FACING OVERWHELMING SINCE JONE 1967, ODDS, UNEQUIPPED: 
·_ AS WE-ARE, _NOT: EVEN BY A FINALIZED AGREEMENT BETWEEN!JS FOR 

RESUPPLYING US. WITH DEFENSIVE EQUIPME·NT .BYTHE- F'RlEND~Y UNITED 
STATES. ·..1• .·, •• 

I I ~.>, .t ;. ·°' • 
\ . 

.\ I •. 

PAGE2 RUQMKG3928A ~- E C R E l 

·\S .. "IF THE BATTLE SHOULD GO THE WAY IT WELL MIGHT DO, THEM 
JORDAN, ITS HEAD .OF STATE: ITS LEADERS, ITS ARMEDFORCES AND 

:· ITS, PEOPLE WOULD ALL BECOME .THE VICTIMS O,F AMERICAN WEAPONS, 
·AND THEIR OWN FAITH IN THE UNITED STATES ANb ITS PRESIDENT, 

·I ' ·AS WELL AS THE FR)ENDSHIP WHICH THEY VALUED TO THE POINT OF 
:~EFUSINa· TO ACCEPT ANY. OTHER OPTION TO BOLSTER THEIR DEFENCE 
IN THE FACE OF A HISTORY OF CONTINUEDAGGRESSION. 

. 4. "I ANDAf'l° NOT·, AND SHALL NEVER HOLD MYSELF OR MY GOVERNMENT 
ARMEDFORCE, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF THE 

• 
.REST OF THE OCCUPIED ARAB'TERRITORIES. NOR 00 I EXPECT TO BE 

~-o~~.IH..~_s•. • , • • •· ~·-·>.:\.;.,.:;>~ • 

·. ·:·.£EGRE:t 

ISRAELI FORCES. OF' OCCUPATION INF.THE WEST BANK OF JORDAN AND THE 

. ~ H~~D .s~ ... ~h~s~.?N~IB_~~--

i 



I I 

•• ! ...-2- AMlf.AN3928, MARCH21 
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. 5 • .. ,6,s F O }1 • THE ~rN C I D E NT .0f M AR CH 1 s ' TO 1iHI CH y Ou , ~,R • pn E ~) I DEN T ' ·. 
R E FER HE D , I WI SH TO ST ATE , FOR YOU H · INF QR i'1 ATI O N , TH AT AFTER A • • i 
~iOST THOF<OUGHINVESTIGATION, THIS INCIDENT COULD- NOJ_ BE TRACED .. • f)! 

'INNSANIN OR CONSEQUENCE~ TO JORDAN. • • ·-• ...._;_,, ...,. t ' 
. t 1,,' 

Gt! "WE HAVE TRIED OUH BEST, HONESTLY, FAITHFULl-Y AND SINCERELY 
TO LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR ,'i JUST AND, LASTING P.EACE IN T:1IS AREA.· .'. 

:·THE B(AME FOR FAILURE, IF IT OCC~RS, MUST L~E SQUARELY ON_ THE 
rsnAELI SIDE AND ON T_HOSE WHO' KNOWI NGL y. OR UNDELIBERATEL y' 

I • Ii. 

P,;GE 3 HUQMKG 3 928A --a--E C R E- T . 
• • ' I

ENCOURAG~__·ISRAEL IN HER PLAN FOR 'THE DESTRUCTIO~ OF THE. FIRST 

I 
! ~ AND LAST·CHANCE TO ACHIEVE PEA~E. 

;l . 
7. 0 WITH _MY R~GARB. SINCERELY, AL-.HUSSEIN. UNQ.TE. 

•• ... •t 

-·(S. COMMENT·:-AS- \IJE HAVE REPORTED, PRESIDENT'S MESS~.GE t\RHIVED. \ 

=·AFTER ISRAELI ATTACKS·'HAD BEGUN (AND HAIJBEEN -lN PROGHESS fOR 
: THHEE HOURS). IN DELIVERING LETTER IT WAS EXPLAUJED THAT 
• IT HAD ORIGINATED PRIOR TO THIS MORNING~S ATTACKS AND THAT A 

l ! ; .. PRESI DL~T I AL MESSAGE.HAD ALSO BEEN SENT TO I SRAELI PRI ME 
:.;·Ml NI STEH. 

I ~ S. WE HAVE' BEEN INFORMED THAT PRESIDENT'S MES~AGE TO HUSSEIN_
'!. 

~ EVOKED A VERY N~GATIVE REACTION. KING-~AS APPARENTLY· PAR-
l I 

i • .• T I CULAFlL Y UPSET 8 Y 
1
• \vHAT. HE CONS I DERED I MP UT ATI ON. WE WERE--HOLDI NG . :; 

~· JOf<D AN· RES PO NSI:BLE FOR·. BUS I NC,I DENT AND, TH AT HE HAD. NOT BEEN , • 
: SINCERE IN Krs·E.fFQRTS·-·-.10.r'RY TO CO_NTROL.Tg:RRORISTS.-:.·. ·i/ 
.-· . :· • ' ', ·. . . ' ' ' . ' ,...'" :_ .• •, .\ '. ','. . / • 

i 'g ;-I 7 Is y MM ES ' ' :;\;:.::.:~ ::: :,,:i~:J,:i\::L{'.:.;; ,, _,.:,," -• ,. ' •• ''.,' '.' ,;;~;;, ·,.;:;:; ,.,::.::,_,~,; . ' ' - ---
-~' 

·, 
. ! 

' .,. 
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• }:•':., 

. .k:FLASH. 
••t<l ;i:;~J.,'..\)• .•, 
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•~:·/jj 

nfo: • ,An1Embassy··TEL AV '':\·::rD 
1
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TAT~\-1338_ , 
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• :·.-·.• •.:,;:_ <·. :.·.·'.>~·;·:...'.'.:·~~-.r<'-\::-\,:>\·\•'</~.>·/·:->-<?· 
·ng .Hussein.t/ Quote:•,:•:..Dea:r<King<Huss 

, •• • • .:' # .... ,-~_..-:/·'.?,~·::/'?>.:·:::?~/'.'::ir/·,..:: .: ~ /=\., ::·•_:: ·;;",,;;; .... :,::y~;'.,, 
ile .::I. '.·a ppreqia t~.:··yqur~:p:robleni,'.--:•i:p.~ :.c'Ol\.rplling. te·rrorfsm;~ 
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iden'ts'.· :'.su;ri·:('a's,·;thtte·.:whi'ch\:hc,hirr.~d}on.<:Mi:i'rch.~.18th 

, , •.• }:/:{){f-::;~?·'••jtf~;~f~.\~f;~trtJ:t:{;.):)t;tf:f:~·?i\lf-::··:/:,··.. ..·:._~-::::··~\it-::~>:;;}>_,/ .. . 
. ·arous\\~.'.p~--~-~·;c;m.~_;\m~?.;t~p:e~~:t~:tJctiY~·/· • • • • .. pes. 

·, "' t ,':>'' '.' c:t: i;}j,f 1: 
·.·, 

;<'.! '-': ;· ·) <; ·.• !'.1~tr~nJi~rf ' \ 
~n the ..M:t.d_d,le• E~.s t: .• ~: ..4,:;.;;·::,\:~,.;.~··:.:-,i:,:,.t.,_.,,. 

:; :· ···r:tt'~\)·:}(~·; .,_,. ,.t\{:f?{'ft}f:~{\•,':r,\~:~i·;0 
·;·found"•, your\·,public:{ s tatem'en·t <of/F~ ~ruary 15th •x~~~i 
/'.: >::./_~:: i:,t-fft,~fQ\'}tf):(',/}~?r~:*,~t~-J<:.:~~-·~,-•/).,,i):::\~,, \\J~:f. . _, . • ..!•J 

\1s ;\\1?~ ~ s_p )/fitlfs.'t'a :: efforts·:~~> <;l t.t'e;· :·sub Se que~ t1::~i~#:~(~p.d 
•. r .: ·.\~!:}•?•),\·(>/-:At '1/: .'f.v1,.:•• •• t ,,,, ,!•":'-·-·i .. ',.; i 

·s,,'nave: i::tnuel~-.:2con 
/,,\:. ,: <\ .>:ijf;,~}~\~~{:ti·<{,;::~,;_.::~ir>".
.' _appeaI::_:itq-:·-.ycutf o.r<, .. . . .. .. . ':· .. 

..... . · .\:.><•:. .··;• _:-_;-··:·:.:·~~?:i:;.:-.:.::,.~/:;.{r~<-i·>.f .....1'.;.,.Ai~~f\HJt;•'f;\:}}Jr:<t>/t'.t 
cid~~'t'(,;~'.9-d~r:J~.i~·:tcfontr.9:L{ffl:~.9{:tp,/r~~~·ic~~t?i·,•.by, wo~ds 
• • ·' ..·;.. • • "··-< •(;: \/:\.~.-: :· .~, ,,.,,,.<r}~·\//·/\{t~·..i,::>:(::\:(:./<~--':: . , •( . ·. •. 

C tiqns." •your\.~e•'t~-nn~ri'afi:o,n·-r:~:~r:~~a~n·', •'• ",;(~· .,. ',),,.... • . . '·. 

which•·: . · · ·:;;_::,., f i'· '. )}~f'(/~ /' 
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As 
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S'Ti+T£ 
!Uo DIS 

DELtvte:..R._ Fot..L.o¼/Jwt--

111 Essrt C-£. u Rt-£ IVtJ...-Y 
Pi/om rJ{{'l,s1YJ~1v, To 

{< 1JI//~ Hu ~SC I J1./ 
While I appreciate your problem in controlling terrorism, 

incidents such as that which occurred on March 18th cannot but 

arouse passions most destructive for common hopes for peace 

in the Middle East. 

I found your public statement of February 15th courageous; 

but despite this statement and subsequent efforts incidents have 

continued. 

I appeal to you for a maximum effort to bring such incidents , 

under firm control and to indicate by words and actions your de­
termination to maintain an environment in which such violence 

cannot occur. 

I am making a strong appeal at this time to Prime Minister 

Eshkol to exercise restraint. 

S Jf1/C C ;?,£ 1--Y 

t- 7 11---1Jt:1/ti IS· JcJ !f 11,-So;u 

u ft, tfu or-E 

£JV() 

Fltus,LIM~ 120 
j .:JI:. 

//-.:J-,:1/ 
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IQ AFTER CONFIRMING NEWS REPORT EMBASSY SHOULD DELIVER FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FR0"1 PRESIDENT TO KING HUSSEIN: QUOTE• DE~..R KING HUSSEIN, 
MY HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON THE BIRTH OF YOUR TWIN DAUGHTERS• I 
KNOW THEY WILL LIGHTEN YOUR DAYS, AND I SEND OUR REST WISHES TO 
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AT THIS HAPPY TIME. UNQUOTE• 

2o USG DOES NOT INTEND MtKF PUBLIC RELEASE THIS MESSAGE 8UT HAS NO 
OBJECTION SHOULD GOJ WISH TO DO so. RUSK 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MEMORANDUM ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Wednesday, April 24, 1968 
5:15 Po m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Short Message to King Hussein 

King Hussein's wife gave birth late yesterday to twin 
daughters. State recommends the following message: 

"Your Majesty: My heartiest congratulations 
on the birth of your twin daughters. I know 
they will lighten your days and I send our best 
wishes to you and your family at this happy 
time.'' 

u,.l}llkostow 

Approve 

Disapprove 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ACT'I ON SS 30 

I NF0 1 sso· 00, NSCE 00, /030 W 

P· 0217252 MAR 68 
PM AMEMBASSY' AMMAN 
TO· SECS T A TE WA SH DC PR I OR ,I TY 4 8 1 8: 

-8 E C 1 " 'f M N 3 6 7 2I e'. AjQf A 

EXDIS: 

SUBJ.a LETTER· FROM 

R E F !I Sl' ,AT E 1 1 3 6 4 5 

1 • FOLLOW I NG IS: TEXT OFi LETTER DA TE Di MARCH 2, 1968, ADDRESSED 
1i0 PRESIDENT' JOHNSON BY KING HUSSE'INI 

2 • AR S ·I I FU S S •QUOTE DE MR • RE DENT I AM: GR A TE L, FOR YOUR PERS QNA~ ME'. 
A G E I W H .iCrl P R E C E D E D :Y:- R E TUR N OF' , G E NE R -AL KHAM M ASH F ROM HI S VI S I T 
TO' WASH I NG TON 

3 • OUR TWO COUNTRIES HA VE INDEED ENJOYED A WARM, CLOSE· AND 

1F>AGE ? RU KG 3672A E: C, R c. T .S. 

MUTU~LLY BE iICJAL RELATIONSHIP! FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TiME~ AND 
i AM' PLEASED, TO! RECEIVE: YOUR ASSUR~Nc;:Es· THAT" iT. IS' iN THE 'UNITED 
ST A TES POL I C ~ ANDi I NT~ REST. TO CONT I NU E TH I S REL AT I ON SH ·ip WI TH US 
AND TH~T THE' STRAINS AND PROBLEMS CREATED BY T~E JUNE WAR ~AVE 
NOil" ·ALTERED. THE! UNITED· STATES FUNDAMENTAL POL-IC¥ TOWAR.Ds JoRDA1\Jli\1 

4• THE, ARMS PACKAGE, WHICH GENERAL! KHAMMASH: BROUGHT us IN ANS"' 
WE R TO OUR REQUEST • ANDi W H 'I CH· WAS' A I MED AT' MEE'.T I NG OUR LtG I TI MATE 
A RM s REQu I REM ENT s , D 'I o, I ND EE D MAN I FE sT • A srRo NG• RE AF F I RM Ar IaN 
OF1 YOUR SUPPORT, WE, AND' IN THE FACE' OF THE ENORMITY OF: THE 
PROBLEMS THAT CONFRONT' US, HAVE EVERY HOPE THAT THIS PACKAGE, wITH 
sOM E I sL I G H T MO D I F1I C AT IO N s J CAN FI N~ LL y B E ' AG RE ED up ON ., TO EN A BL E 
US TO OVERCOME THE CURRENT PROBLEMS~ 

S-E C !<C:T- - 1 11 
fl~~i:,;:~ Pf<tl S.Vt>IJL~,#- 'i1 
~- ~ ...,....,~~ //-3-tJ/ 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

https://TOWAR.Ds
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S• AS' FOR YOUR UNALTERED' AND FIRM RESOLVE: TO EXTEND FULL DIPLOMA .. 

-SEERET 

PAGE 02 AMMAN 03672 02·19~5z 

TIC AND POLITICA~ SUPPORT io AMBASSADOR JARRI G To REAC~ A JUST 
AND: DURABLE SETTLEMENT IN THE MI ODLE' EAST, I CAN ASSURE YOU, 
MR, PRESIDENT, THAT WE' HAVE 1 EXTREMELY HIGH HOPES THAT T~IS VALU­
ABLEf SUPPORT MAY ENABLE. AMBASSADOR: JARRING TO M.AKE PROGRF"SS IN, 
THE 1 PURsu r T oF HI s Mr ss 1 oN ~ How Ev REGRET To r NFoRM· vou, 

P/A3 RUQMKG 3672A ~ E C ~ c· T"" 
MR '• P R E; S I D E N T , T H A T I H A V E B E C OM E : ~ XT R E M E L Y D I SH E A R TE NE b ; B Y 
WHAT' APPEARS To, BE LACK OF E uINE INTEREsr· iN A JUST AND DURABLE 

, 1 

~EACE' BY THE ISRAELIS, It IS UNFibRTUNATE THAT THEIR VICTORY 
SHOULD DIRECT THEM TO FOLLOW AV RY NARROW AND SHORT.SIGHTED 
APPROACH• FOR THOUGH THE I~RA LIS HAVE WON A BATTLE TH~~ SEEM 
UNABLE TO APPREC·I A TE THE FACT TH1AT THEY HAVE' NOT WON A WAR, 
THIS' IS MANIFESTED IN THEIR LACK 1 OF CLARITY OVER THE ACCEPTANCE 
oF THE: SECURITY coUNc IL,, s RESOLUT I ON1 UNDER· THE MANDA TE· o~ WHICH 
A M B A S S A DO R J A R R ·INri I S P UR S U I N G H !I S '. M I S S I ON z I N T HE I R A R pITRARY 
ACTiONS IN DEFIA C OF1 A SEMI•UNANIM00S UNifED ~ATlciNS R~SO~UTION 
ON JERUSALEM• I TH CONTINUING AcJioNS AIMING AT MAJOR 
ALTERATioNS I THE CITY WHicH, AS YOU WELL~KNOW, 
MR• PRES I DENT, DOES NOT BELONG TD US ALONE' BUT TO· ALLI 
ARABS: ANMUSLIMS WHO HA VE: ENJOYED THE PR IV i LEGE· OF' BE I NG THE 
PROUD CUSTODIANS· OF TH Er HOLY' PLACES WI THIN IT SINCE THE TH1EOF 
1 H E 1. K H A L'I F A OM A R , 0 V E R • T H ,I R T E E N C EN T UR I E S AG O s I N C OM PE LI .iNG 
THOUSAN UPON THOUSANDS' OFPEOPLE TO CONTINUE TO LE~Vt THE 
•REAS -cQ IRED BY ISRAEL' THROUGH' AGGRESSION AND To FLEE iN THE 
FA CE : '?)R T R C} A ND PERS EC UT I ON , THUS ADD I NG AN UN I MAG ·I NA 8 LE 
STRAIN, Td HE ALREADY HEAVY BURDEN S WHICH' WE: SHOULDER~ AND 
,~NALL~ IN THEIR MOST RECE~T "DECis10N fo ALJER THE siAius A~D 

PAGE:~ .. RUQMKG 3672A-£ E C R E I 
• - ~ . . 

EVEN THE' NAME OF_rHE OCCUPIED WEST BANK, THUS DEALING A sEVERE 
BLOW' TO THE JARRING MiSSION AND ~NY CH~NCE OF ITS SUCCE~S~ SUCH 
4CTiONS DO NOT CREATE AN AfMOSPHERE CONDUS}VE TO THE LA~iNG OF 
f:'0UNDAT10NS FOR A JUST AND DURABLE' PEACE AND· ARE IN 
DEF iJ A NC E OF THE UN I TE D NA T ION S THROUGH W HI CH I SR A EL : W AS 
eREjTED, AND WHICH HAS REPEATEDLY tALLED UPON I~RAEL TO RESPEtT 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIV~ SECRETARY 
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THE R:ZGHTS OF THE PEOPLE SHE PERSECUTED AND TO PE:RMIT THEM TO 
RETURN TO THEIR HOMES AND, LAND• 

1t,o FURTHERMORE, ISRAEU HAS' PERS'ISTED IN THE USE OF BRUTAL FORCE 
AND HAS CONSTANTLY ATTACKED OUR PEOPLE ON THE EAST BANK OF JORDAN, 
I NFVI Cil"I NG HEAVY LOSSES OF· LI FE AN,D PROPERTY~ HER RIDICULOUS 
AND;TOfALLY INCOMPREH~NSIBLE EXCUSE FOR DOiNG A~L T~is i~ i~AT 
I AM NOT FU LF I LL ·I NG My' SO~ C:ALL ED DUTY F.: • ENS UR I NG THE SAF'ETY ANDi 

SECURITY OF HER FORCES WH~EH OCCUPY'A GOOD PORTiON OF M~ 
COUNTRY; ISRAEL SEEMS UNWILL1NG TO UNDERST~N6T~AT SO Lb~G is SHE 
REMAINS IN SUCH OCCUP~TION SHE WiL~ BE MET BY M6UNTiNG' ~EsisiANCE 
BY iHE PEOPLE UNDER otcuPAfION AND· WHO ARE ✓ icTiM~ OF H~~ ~~G­
RESS'! ON~ THE SUM TOTAL1 OF ALL T 'IS IS A GREAT TRAGEDY FOR 
PEAtE ~ND FOR THOSE WHO BE~IEVE THAf· A JUST, HONOURABLEiND OUR• 

PAGE 5 RUQMK3672A & EC RE h 
ABLE' PEACE C AN AND MUS T EX·rS T I N THTS ARE A , AND A GR O WING 
REA L I SAT I ON THAT HE CH A NC E OF ACH :I EV I NG SUCH A PEACH W8'TCH , __ 
IN MY' OPINION, IS • HE FIRST AND LAST' SUCH CHANCE, MAY BF' LOST" 
TO ALLi FOREVER 

7 • I HOPE MY RE'AD I NGS ARE: WRONG, AL THOUGH WHAT I LI VE AND SEE 
M A K E S • M E T E N D TO • B El.,'I E \I E T HA T I A M I R I G H T -. i AM C:0 N F I DEN T T H A T YOU , 

MRo PRESIDENT, WILL SPARE ~O EFFORf TO ENSURE THAT' SUCH~ CHANCE 
JS NOif LOST. 

8e I OST CONFESS, MRo PRESIDENT~ THAT PATlENT iND OPTiMISfit 
AS I AM, I A BEGINNING TO HAVE SOME DOUBTS ABOUT THE WrsDOM 
OF CONTINUING TO BE so~ 

9• I WISH YOU, SIR, THE VERY BEST IN SURMOUNTING THE MANY 
DIFF1CULT1ES THAT YOU FACE AS LEADER OF ONE OF THE WORLn•S 
GRE~TEST POWERS· THROUGHOUT THIS CR'IT'ICAL PERiOD IN THE 'HISTORY 
OF MANKI ND• I WI SH TO SHARE WITH' You, MR• PRESI r,ENT, YOLJR 
CONFIDENCE THAT WE CAN' SOLVE ouR: PROBLEMS AND OBTAIN THE 
OBJEC~ivE WE' BOTH SO ~ERVE~TLY DES1RE~ A PEACEFUL MIDDLE EAST IN 

PAGE·6 RUQMKG3672A S E C R E..._:r 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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WHICH'A UNITED JORDAN CAN CONTINUE HISTORIC· ROLE• 

i00 WlfH MY BEST REGARDS• iSIGNED) ~USSEIN END QUOTEa 
SYMMES· 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



March 2, 1968 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith Hussein thanks you and asks us to lean on the Israelisg 
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---------------------
TO PRIORITY 4818 

TO PRESIDENT 

~ 

1. FOLLOWINGIS TEXT OF LETTER.DATED MARCH2; 1968, ADDRESSED 
TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON BY KING HUSSEIN: 

/ 

2. QUOTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: !AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR PERSONAL MESS­
AGE WHICH PRECE,DED THE RETURN OF GENERAL FROM HIS VISITKHAMMASH 
TO WASHINGTON. . . • • 

3. OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE INDEED ENJOYED A WARM, CLOSE AND 

RA~• ~II@HliSi zsaer:a • a e s is 
MUTUALyBENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP FORA LONG PERIOD OF TIME~ AND 
I AM PLEASED TO RECEIVE YOUR ASSURANCES THATIT ts IN ·THE. UNITED 
STATES POLICY AND INTEREST TO CONTINUE THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH US 
AND THAT THE STRAINS AND PROBLEMS CREATED BY THE JUNE WAR HAVE 
NOT ALTERED THE UNITED STATES FUNDAMENTAL JORDAN.POLICY TOWARDS 

4. THE ARMS PACKAGE, WHICHGENERALKHAMMASKBROUGHTUS IN ANS­
WER TO OUR REQUEST AND WHICH WAS AIMED AT MEETING OUR LEGITIMATE 
ARMS REQUIREMENTS, DID INDEED MANIFEST A STRONGREAFFIRMATION 
OF YOUR SUPPORT. WE, AND IN THE FACE OF THE ENORMITY OF. THE : 
PROBLEMSTHAT CONFRONTUS, HAVE EVERY HOPE THAT THIS PACKAGE, WITH 
SOME SLIGHT MODIFICATIONS, CAN FINALLY BE AGREED UPON, TO ENABLE 
US TO OVERCOME PROBLEMS.THE CURRENT 
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5. AS FOR YOUR UNALTERED AND FIRM RESOLVE TO EXTEND FOLL DIPLOMA­
TIC AND POLITICAL SUPPORT TO AMBASSADOR A JUST JARRING TO REACH 
AND DURABLE SETTLEMENTIN THE MIDDLE EAST, I CAN ASSURE YOU, 
MR. PRESIDENT, THAT WE HAVE EXTREMELY HIGH-HOPES THAT THIS VALU­
ABLE SUPPORT MAY ENABLE JARRING TO MAKE INAMBASSADOR PROGRESS 
THE PURSUIT OF HIS MISSION. HO~EVER, ·I REGRET TO INFORM YOU, 

R/t;::L.ft CIH I; 5 MX i 2 C I-11 --=Ei - . 
MR. PRESIDENT, THAT I HAVE BECOME DISHEARTENEDEXT~EMELY BY 
WHATAPPEARS TO BE LACK OF GENUINE INTEREST· IN A JUST AND DURABLE 
PEACE BY THE ISRAELIS. IT IS UNFORTUNATETHAT THEIR VICTORY 
SHOULDDIRECT THEM TO FOLLOW A VERY NARROW AND SHORT-SIGHTED 
APPROACH.FOR THOUGH THE ISRAELIS HAVE WONA BATTLE .THEY SEEM 
UNABLETO APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT THEY RAVE NOt WON A WAR. -
THIS IS, MANIFESTED IN THEIR LACK OF CLARITY OVER THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL• S RESOLUTION THE _·MANDATE UNDER OF~ WHICH 
AMBASSADOR HIS MISSION: IN THEIR ARBITRARY JARRING IS PURSUING. 
ACTIONS IN DEFIANCEOF A SEMI-UNANIMOUS RESOLUTIONUNITED N,ATIONS 
ON JERUSALEM: IN THEIR CONTINUING ACTIONS AIMING AT MAJOR 
ALTERATIONSIN THE CITY WHICH, AS YOU WELL-KNOW; , 
MR. PRESIDENT, DOES NOT BELONG TO US ALONE BUT TO ALL _ 
ARABS ANDMUSLIMS THE PRIVILEGE .OF BEING THE WHO HAVE ENJOYED 
PROUD CUSTODIANS OF THE HOLY PLACES WITHIN IT SINCE THE. TIME OF 
-THE KHALIFA OMAR, OVER THIRTEEN CENTURIES AGO; IN COMPELLING 
THOUSANDSUPON THOUSANDS TO LEAVE THE. OF PEOPLE TO CONTINUE 
AREAS ACQUIRED BY ISRAEL THROUGH AGGRESSibNANITTO FLEE IN THE 
FACE OR TERROR AND PERSECUTION, THUS ADDING AN UNIMAGINABLE 
STRA'IN TO THE ALREADY HEAVY WE _SHOULO-ER: BURDEN..,S.WHICH AND 

. .FINALLY IN THEIR MOST RECENT DECISION TO ALTER THE STATUS AND 

Tii!IB t RUQHJfQ J M!54 J L C W I T > 
EVEN THE NAME OF THE OCCUPIED WEST BANK, THUS DEALING A SEVERE 
BLOW TO THE JARRING MISSION AND ANY CHANCE OF ITS SUCCESS. SUCH 
ACTIONS DO NOT CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE TO THE LAYING OF CONDUCIVE 
FOUNDATIONSFOR A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE AND ARE IN 
DEFIANCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS THROUGH WHICH ISRAEL .WAS. 
CREATED, AND WHICH HAS REPEATEDLY CALLEDUPON ISRAEL TO RESPECT 

_.. SECRl!:T .,,,.l 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE SHE PERSECUTED AND TO PERMIT THEM TO 
RETURNTO THEIR HOMES AND LAND. 

..,. 

6. FURTHERMORE, FORCEISRAEL HAS PERSISTED IN THE USE OF BRUTAL 
AND HAS CONSTANTLY ATTACKEDOUR·PEOPLEON THE EASr BANK OF JORDAN, 
INFLICTING HEAVY LOSSES OF LIFE AND PROPERTY. HER RIDICULOUS 
AND TOTALLY INCOMPREHENSIBLEEXCUSE FOR DOING ALL THIS IS THAT 
I AM NOT FULFILLING MY SO-CALLED DUTYOF E.NSURINGTHE -SAFETY AND 
SECURITY OF HER FORCES WHICH OCCUPY A GOOD PORTION OFMY 
COUNTRY.ISRAEL SEEMS UNWILLING THATSO LONG AS SHE TO UNDERSTAND 
REMAINS IN SUCH OCCUPAtION SHE WILL BE MET BY MOUNT1N~ RESISTANCE 
BY THE PEOPLE UNDER OCCUPATIONAND WHO ARE VICTIMS OF HER AGG­
RESSION. THE SUM TOTAL OF ALL THIS IS A GREAT TRAGEDY ,FOR 
PEACE AND FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT A "JUST, HONOURABLE AND DUR-

_BAG& 5 RIIf#1k ::tszem, ,... C e:al I :C- , 
ABLE PEACE CAN AND MUST EXIST IN THIS AREA, AND A GROjlING
REALI~ATIONTHAT THE CHANCE OF ACHIEVING SUCH A PEAC~ WHICH, 
IN MY OPINION, IS THE FIRST AND LAST SUCH CHANCE, MAY BE LOST 
TO ALL FOREVER. -

HOPE MY READINGS ALTHOUGH7. I ARE WRONG, WHATI LIVE AND SEE 
MAKESME TEND TO BELIEVE THAT I· AM RIGHT. I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU, 
MR. PRESIDENT, WILL ·SPARE NO E.FFORT TO ENSURE THAT SUCH A CHANCE 
IS NOT LOST. • -, 

8. I MUST CONFESS, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT PATIENT AND OPTIMISTIC 
AS I AM, I. AM BEGINNING TO HAVE SOME DOUBTS ABOUTTHE WISDOM 
OF CONT I NU ING TO BE SO. -

9. I WISH YOU, SIR, THE MANY THE VERY BEST IN SURMOUNTING 
·DIFFICULTIES THAT YOU FACE AS LEAPER OF ONE OF THE WORLD•s 
GREATESTPOWERS THIS CRITICAL PERIOD IN Tl-IE HlSTORY THROUGHOUT 
OF MANKIND. I WISH TO SHARE WITH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, YOUR 
CONFIDENCETHAT WE CAN SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS AND OBTAIN THE 
OB~ECTIVEWE BOTH SO FERVENTLY DESIRE- A PEACEFUL MIDDLE EAST IN 

PRES 
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WHICH A UNITED JORDAN CAN CONTINUE TO PLAY ITS HISTORIC ROLE. 

10. WITH. MY BEST REGARDS. (SIGNED) HUSSEIN END QUOTE,. 
{ SYMW~ 
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FROM WALT RO STOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80633 

,S g C R E T 

MARCH2, 1968 

HEREWITHHUSSEIN THANKS YOU AND ASKS us-TO LEAN ON THE ISRAELIS. 

1. FOLLOWINGIS TEXT OF LETTER DATED MARCH 2, 1968, ADDRESSED 
TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON BY KING HUSSEIN: 

2. QUOTE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR PERSONAL 
MESSAGEWHICH PRECEDED KHAMMASHTHE RETURN OF GENERAL FROM 
HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

3. - OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE INDEED ENJOYED A WARM, CLOSE AND 
MUTUALLYBENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, 
AND I AM PLEASED TO RECEIVE YOUR ASSURANCES THAT IT IS IN THE 
UNITED STATES POLICY AND INTERE~T TO CONTINUE. THIS RELATIONSHIP 
WITH US AND THAT THE STRAINS AND PROBLEMS CREATEDBY THE JUNE 
WAR HAVE NOT ALTERED THE UNITED STATES FUNDAMENTAL POLICY TOWARDS 
JORDAN. 

4. THE ARMS PACKAGE, WHICH GENERAL BROUGHTKHAMMASH US IN 
ANSWERTO OUR REQUEST AND WHICH WAS AIMED AT MEETING OUR 
LEGITIMATEARMS REQUIREMENTS, DID INDEED .MANIFEST A STRONG 
REAFFIRMATIONOF YOUR SUPPORT. WE, AND IN· THE FACE OF THE 
ENORMITYOF THE PROBLEMS THAT CONFRONT US, HAVE EVERY HOPE 
THAT THIS PACKAGE, WITH SOME SLIGHT MQDIFICATIONS, CAN 
FINALLY BE AGREED UPON, TO ENABLE US TO OVERCOME THE 
CURRENTPROBLEMS. 

PRES 



5. AS FOR YOUR UNALTERED AND FIRM RESOLVE TO EXTEND FULL 
DIPLOMATICAND POLITICAL SUPPORT TO AMBASSADOR JARRING TO 
REACH A JUST AND DURABLE SETTLEMENTIN THE MIDDLE EAST, 
I CAN ASSURE YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT WE HAVE EXTREMELY 
HIGH HOPES THAT THIS VALUABLESUPPORT MAY ENABLE AMBASSADOR 
JARRING TO MAKE PROGRESS IN THE PURSUIT OF HIS MISSION. 
HOWEVER,I REGRET TO INFORM YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT I 
HAVE BECOME EXTREMELYDISHEARTENEDBY WHAT APPEARS TO BE 
LACK OF GENUINE INTEREST IN A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE BY THE 
ISRAELIS. IT UNFORTUNATEIS THAT THEIR VICTORY SHOULD 
DIRECT THEM TO FOLLOW A VERY NARROW AND SHORT-SIGHTED 
APPROACH. FOR THOUGH THE ISRAELIS HAVE WON A BATTLE THEY 
SEEM UNABLE TO APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE NOT WON 
A WAR. THIS IS MANIFESTEDIN THEIR LACK OF CLARITY OVER THE 
ACCEPTANCEOF THE SECURITY COUNCIL•s RESOLUTION UNDER THE 
MANDATEOF WHICH AMBASSADOR PURSUING HIS MISSION:JARRING IS 
IN THEIR ARBITRARY ACTIONS IN DEFIANCE OF A SEMI-UNANIMOUS 
UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION ON JERUSALEM: IN THEIR CONTINUING 
ACTIONS AIMING AT MAJOR ALTERATIONS IN THE CITY WHICH, AS 
YOU WELL-KNOW, MR. PRESIDENT, DOES NOT BELONG TO US ALONE 
BUT TO ALL ARABS AND MUSLIMS WHO HAVE ENJOYED THE PRIVILEGE 
OF BEING THE PROUD CUSTODIANS OF THE HOLY PLACES WITHIN IT 
SINCE THE TIME OF THE KHALIFA OMAR, OVER THIRTEEN CENTURIES 
AGO; IN COMPELLINGTHOUSANDSUPON THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE TO 
CONTINUETO LEAVE THE AREAS ACQUIRED BY ISRAEL THROUGH 
AGGRESSIONAND TO FLEE IN THE FACE OF TERROR AND PERSECUTION, 
THUS ADDING AN UNIMAGINABLE STRAIN TO THE ALREADY HEAVY 
BURDENSWHICH WE SHOULDER: AND FINALLY IN THEIR MOST RECENT 
DECISION TO ALTER THE STATUS AND EVEN THE ~AME OF THE 
OCCUPIED WEST BANK, THUS DEALING A SEVERE BLOW TO THE 
JARRING MISSION AND ANY CHANCE OF ITS SUCCESS. SUCH ACTIONS 
DO NOT CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVETO THE LAYING OF 
FOUNDATIONSFOR A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE AND ARE IN 
DEFIANCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS THROUGH WHICH ISRAEL WAS 
CREATED, AND WHICH HAS REPEATEDLY CALLED UPON ISRAEL TO 
RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE SHE PERSECUTED AND TO 
PERMIT THEM TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES AND LAND. 

6. FURTHERMORE,ISRAEL HAS PERSISTED IN THE USE OF BRUTAL 
FORCE AND HAS CONSTANTLY ATTACKEDOUR PEOPLE ON THE EAST 
BANK OF JORDAN, INFLICTING HEAVY LOSSES OF LIFE AND PROPERTY. 
HER RIDICULOUS AND TOTALLY INCOMPREHENSIBLE-EXCUSE FOR DOING 
ALL THIS IS THAT I AM NOT FULFILLING MY SO-CALLED DUTY OF 
ENSURING THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF HER FORCES WHICH OCCUPY 
A GOOD PORTION OF MY COUNTRY. ISRAEL SEEMS UNWILLING TO 
UNDERSTANDTHAT SO LONG AS SHE REMAINS IN SUCH OCCUPATION 
SHE WILL BE MET BY MOUNTING RESISTANCE BY THE PEOPLE UNDER 
OCCUPATIONAND WHO ARE VICTIMS OF HER AGGRESSION. THE 
SUM TOTAL OF ALL THIS IS A GREAT TRAGEDY FOR PEACE AND FOR 
THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT A JUST, HONOURABLEAND DURABLE 
PEACE CAN AND MUST EXIST IN THIS AREA, AND A GROWING 
REALIZATION THAT THE CHANCE OF ACHIEVING SUCH A PEACE WHICH, 
IN MY OPINION, IS THE FIRST AND LAST SUCH CHANCE, MAY BE 
LOST TO ALL FOREVER. 



7. I HOPE MY READINGS ARE WRONG, AL~HOUGHWHAT I LIVE AND 
SEE MAKES ME TEND TO BELIEVE THAT I AM RIGHT. I. AM CONFIDENT 
THAT YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, WILL SPARE NO EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT 
SUCH A CHANCEIS NOT LOST. 

8. I MUST CONFESS, MR. PRESIDENT. THAT PATIENT AND OPTIMISTIC 
AS I AM, I AM BEGINNING TO HAVE SOME DOUBTS ABOUT THE WISDOM 
OF CONTINUING TO BE SO. 

9. I WISH YOU, SIR, THE VERY BEST IN THE MANY URMOUNTING 
DIFFICULTIES THAT YOU FACE AS L~~DER OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREATESTPOWERS THIS CRITICAL PERIOD IN THE HISTORY THROUGHOUT 
OF MANKIND. I WISH TO SHARE WITH ·YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, YOUR 
CONFIDENCETHAT WE CAN SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS AND OBTAIN THE 
OBJECTIVE WE BOTH SO FERVENTLY DESIRE-A PEACEFUL MIDDLE EAST 
IN WHICH A UNITED JORDAN· CAN CONTINUE TO PLAY ITS HISTORIC 
ROLE. 

10. WITH MY BEST REGARDS. (SIGNED) HUSSEIN 

END QUOTE 

DTG 0222272 MAR 9168 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 8, 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Johnson from 
King Hussein 

Attached herewith is the original and a 
copy of a letter from King Hussein to President 
Johnson, dated March 5, 1968. 

r,drJ..LL, 
BenJamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

As stated. 
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THB ROYAL PALACB, 

Amman, Jordan, 

March 2nd, 1968. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am grateful for your personal message which preceeded the 

return of General Khammash from his visit to Washington. 

Our two countries have indeed enjoyed a warm, close and mutually 

beneficial relationship for a long period of time, and I am pleased to 

receive your assurances that it is in the United States policy and 

interest to continue this relationship with us and that the strains and 

problems created by the June war have not altered the United States 

fundamental policy towards Jordan. 

The arms package, which General Khammash brought us in answer 

to our request and which was aimed at meeting our legitimate arms 

requirements, did indeed manifest a strong reaffirmation of your support. 

We, and in the face of the enormity of the problems that confront us, 

have every hope that this package, with some slight modifications, can 

finally be agreed upon, to enable us to overcome the current problems. 

As for your unaltered and firm resolve to extend full diplomatic 

and political support to Ambassador Jarring to reach a just and durable 

settlement in the Middle Bast, I can assure you, Mr. President, that we 

have extremely high hopes that this valuable support may enab1e Ambassador 

Jarring to make progress in the pursuit of hie mission. However, I regret 

to inform you, Mr. President, that I have become extremely disheartened 

by what appears to be a lack of genuine interest in a just and durable 

peace by the Israelis. It is unfortunate that their victory should direct the 

to fo1low a very narrow and short-sighted approach. For though the Israelis 

have won a battle, they seem unable to appreciate the fact that they have 

not won a war. This is manifested in their lack of clarity over the 

acceptance of the Security Council's Resolution under the mandate of which 

Ambassador Jarring is pursuing his mission; in their arbitrary actions in 

defiance of a semi-unanimous United Nations Resolution on Jerusalem; in 

their continuing actions aiming at major alterations in that City which, 

as you well-know, Mr. President, doe& not belong to us alone but to all 

Arabs and Muslims who have enjoyed the privilege of being the proud 

custodians of the Holy Places within it since the time of the Khalifa 

Omar, over thirteen centuries ago; in compelling thousands upon thousands 

of people to continue to leave the areas acquired by Israel through 

PV 
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aggression Rnd to flee in the face of terror and persecution, thus adding 

an unimaginable strain to the already heavy burdens which we shoulder; and 

finally in their most recent decision to alter the status and even the name 

of the occupied West Bank, thus dealing a severe blow to the Jarring mission 

and any chance of its success. Such actions do not create an atmosphere 

condusive to the laying of foundations for a just and durable peace and are 

in defiance of the United Nations through which Israel was created, and 

which has repeatedly called upon Israel to respect the rights of the people 

she persecuted and to permit them to return to their homes and land. 

Furthermore, Israel has persisted in the use of brutal force and 

has constantly attacked our people on the Bast Bank of Jordan, inflicting 

heavy losses of life and property. Her ridiculous and totally incomprehen­

sible excuse for doing all this is that I am not fulfilling my so-called 

duty of ensuring the safety and security of her forces which occupy a good 

portion of my country. Israel seems unwilling to understand that so long as 

she remains in such occupation she will be met by mounting resistance by the 

people under occupation and who are victims of her aggression. The sum total 

of all this is a great tragedy for peace and for those who believe that a 

just, honourable and durable peace can and must exist in this area, and a 

growing realisation that the chance of achieving such a peace which, in my 

opinion, is the first and last such chance, may be lost to all forever. 

I hope my readings are wrong, although what I live and see makes me 

tend to believe that I am right. I am confident that you, Mr. President, will 

spare no effort to ensure that such a chance is not lost. 

I must confess, Mr. President, that patient and optimistic as I am, 

I am beginning to have some doubts about the wisdom of continuing to be so. 

I wish you, Sir, the 

that you face as leader of one 

critica1 period in the history 

Mr. President, your confidence 

objective we both so fervently 

united Jordan can continue to 

very 

of 

of 

that 

desire 

play 

best in surmounting 

the world's greatest 

mankind. I wish to 

we can solve our 

- a peaceful 

its historic role. 

the many difficulties 

powers throughout 

share with you, 

problems and obtain 

Middle Bast in which 

thi~ 

the 

a 

With my best regards, 

S3r~~--;-·~1. 
His Excellency 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
President of the United States of America, \ 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

:March 8, 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Johnson from 
King Hussein 

Attached herewith is the original and a 
copy of a letter from King Hussein to President 
Johnson, dated March 5, 1968. 

~J~ 
BenJamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

As stated. 
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THB ROYAL PALACB, 

Amman, Jordan, 

March 2nd, 1968. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am grateful for your personal message which preceeded the 

return of General Khammash from his visit to Washington. 

Our two countries have ihdeed enjoyed a warm, close and mutually 

beneficial relationship for a long period of time, and I am pleased to 

receive your assurances that it is in the United States policy and 

interest to continue this relationship w~th us and that the strains and 

problems created by the June war have not altered the United States 

fundamental pol.icy towards Jordan. 

The arms package, which General Khammash brought us in answer 

to our request and which was aimed at meeting our legitimate arms 

requirements, did indeed manifest a strong reaffirmation of your support. 

We, and in the face of the enormity of the problems that confront us, 

have every hope that this package, with some slight modifications, can 

finally be agreed upon, to enable us to overcome the current problems. 

firm resolve to extend full diplomntic 

and political support to Ambassador Jarring to reach a just and durable 

settlement in the Middle Bast, I can assure you, hlr. President, that we 

have extremely high hopes that this valuable support may enable Ambassador 

Jarring to make progress in the pursuit of his mission. However, I regret 

to inform you, Mr. President, that I have become extremely disheartened 

by what appears to be a lack of genuine interest in a ~just and durable 

peace by the Israelis. It is unfortunate that their victory should direct them 

to follow a very narrow and short-sighted approach. For though the Israelis 

have won a battle, they seem unnble to apprccinte the fact that they have 

not won a war. This is manifested in their lack of clarity over the 

acceptance of the Security Council's Resolution under the mandnte of which 

Ambassador Jarring is pursuing hio mission; in their E\rbitrary actions .in 

defiance of a semi-unanimouo United Nations Resolution on Jerusalem; in 

their continuing actions aiming at major alterations in that City which, 

as you well-know, Mr. President, does not belong to us alone but to all 

Arabs and Muslims who have enjoyed the privilege of being tho proud 

custodians of the Holy Places within it since the time of the Khalifa 

Omar, over thirteen centurico ago; in _compelling thouannds upon thousands 

of people to continue to leave the areas acquired by Israel through 
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aggression and to flee in the face of terror and persecution, thus adding· 

an unimaginable strain to the already heavy burdens which we shoulder; and 

finally in their most recent decision to alter the stattis and even tho name 

of the occupied West Bank, thus dealing a severe blow to the Jarring mission 

and any chance of its success. Such actions do not create an atmosphere 

condusive to the laying of foundations for a just and durable peace and are 

in defiance of the United Nations through which Israel was created, and 

which has repeatedly called .upon Israel to respect the rights of the people 

she persecuted and to permit them to return to their homes and land. 

Furthermore, Israel has persisted in the use of brutal force and 

has constantly attacked our people on the Bast Bank of Jordan, inflicting 

heavy losses of life and property. Her ridiculous and totally incomprehen­

sible excuse for doing all this is that I am not fulfilling my so-called 

duty of ensuring the safety and security of her forces which occupy a good 

portion- of my country. Israel seems unwilling to understand that so long as 

she remains in such occupation she will be met by mounting resistance by the 

people under occupation and who are victims of her aggression. The sum total 

of all this is a great tragedy for peace and for those who believe that a 

just, honourable and durable peace can and must exist in this area, and a 
growing realisation that the chance of achieving such a peace wn1cn, in n1y 

opinion, is the first and last such chance, may be lost to all forever. 

I hope my readings are wrong, although what I live and see makes me 

tend to believe that I am right. I am confident that you, Mr. President, will 

spare no effort to ensure that such a chance is not lost. 

I must confess, Mr. President, that patient and optimis.tic as 1·am, 

I am beginning to have some doubts about the wisdom of continuing to be so. 

I wish you, Sir, the very best in surmounting the many difficultieo 

that you face as leader of one of the world's greatest powers throughout thia 

critical period in the history of mankind. I wish to sh::\re with you, 

Mr. President, your confidence that we can solve our problems and obtain the 

objective we both so fervently desire -. a peaceful Middle Bast i.n which a 

united Jordan can continue to play its historic role. 

With my best regards, 

His Excellency 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
President of the United States of America, 
The Hhite House, 
Washington, D.C. 
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EXoJS 

FOR DELIV~Ry To THE AMBASSADO~AT OPENINGOF BUSlNESS 

YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO DELIVER THE fOLLOWINGLEff~R fRO~ T~E 
PR~SIDENT to KjNG ~USSEINP BEGIN TEXT~ QUOTEs HlS MAJESTY, 
KING HUSS~IN1 AMMAN, JORDANo YOUR MAJESTY~a • I SEND YOU:THIS 

1PERSONAL WORDIN ADVANCE OF' THE REPORT GENERAL.KAMMASH wi~L 
~i~E you. THE GENERAL ~AS ARGUEDHIS C~SE WELL~ 

OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE ENJOYED A, WARM, CLOSEP MUTU·AL~y­
Bt~EFICIAL REL~TlONSHjp FOR~ (ONG PERIQDq THERE ~RE ~Ew· 
OTHER COUNTR1ES IN THE WORLDWITH WHICH WE HAVE WORKED AS. 
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CLOSELY AS WITH JORDANo I ASSURE YOUR MAJESTY THAT IT IS 
OUR POLic~ AND OUR INTEREST TO CONTINUE TH~T REL~TioNSHIP 
AN6 OUR SUPPORf 0~ THE HASHEMifE KiNGDOM 0~ JORD~N: W~1LE 
THE JUNE WAR H~S CREATED STR~INS AND PROBLEMS FO~ ~OiH OF US, 
IT H~S NEVER ALTERED OUR FUN6AMENT~L PO~iCY tow~RD~ JORDAN; 

DESPITE THE CURRENT HEAVY DEMANDS ON OU~ RESOURCES# GENERAL 
KHAMMASHis RETURNING WITH AN ARMS PACKAGE WHICH WE CONSIDER 
TO BE A SUBSTANTIAL RESPONSE TO YOUR REJUEST FOR USTO MEET 
YOUR ~EGITIMATE ARMS REQUIREMENTS~ WE INTEND THIS P~CKAGE 
TO BE A s!RONG REAFF-IRMATIONOF OUR SUPPORTR 

l ~LSU ~SSURE ~OU THAT WE HAVE NOT ALTERED OUR FiRM RESOLVE 
fo EXTENb·ouR iULL DIPLOMAfIC AND POLITiCA~ SUPPORt OF 
AMBASSADORJARRING TO REACH A JUST AND DURABLE SETTL~~ 
MENT IN THE MI6oLE EAST~ DURING ~OUR vtsif HERE IN.NOVEMBER, 
WE EXPLAINED TO YOU OU~ POSITION ON THE WEST BANKAND 
J ERUS ALE M ,· WE HAVE NOT. CH ANGE D TH AT PO S I TIONo AS· AMBASSA... 
DOR JARRING MAKES0ROGRESs, WE HOPE AND EXPECT THAT THERE 
WILL BE OPPORTUN'I TI ES F"OR Us TO SUPPORT HIS EFFORTS IN MORE 

PAGE 3 RUEHC li364~ SEC~ ET• 
SPECIFIC. ~AyS, 

youR MA~~§TY, ~E_ARE BOTH PAS~ING THROUGHA CRITICAL! PERIOD 
IN THE HISTORY OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES, WITH PATIENCE, WISDOM 
AND MUTUA~ TRUST, I AM SURE THAT WE CAN SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS 
AND OBTAiN THE OBJECTIVE WE soiH so FERVENT~~ DESIRE~~A 
PE~CEFUL MIDDLE EAST IN.WHICH A UNITED JORD~N CAN ~LiY ITS 
HISTORIC ROL.Eo 

Wif~ ALL GOOD WISHES, SINCERELY, LYNDON 9, JOHNSON~ END 
QUOTE, RUSK 
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FOR DELIVERY TO T:HE AMBASSADOR AT OPENING OF BUSINESS 

YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO KING HUSSEIN. BEGIN TEXT, QUOTE: HIS MAJESTY, 
KING HUSSEIN, AMMAN, JORDAN. YOUR MAJESTY: I- SEND YOU THIS 
PERSONALWORD OF THE REPORT GENERAL WILLIN ADVANCE KAMMASH 
GIVE YOU. THE GENERAL HAS ARGUED HIS CASE WELL. 

OUR TWO CO UNTRIE S HAVE ENJOYED A WARM, CLOSE, MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP FOR A LONG PERIOD. THERE ARE FEW 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD WITH WHICH WE HAVE WORKED AS 
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CLOSELYAS WITH JORDAN. I ASSURE YOUR MAJESTY THAT IT IS 
OUR POLICY AND OUR·INTEREST TO CONTINUE THAT RELATIONSHIP 
AND OUR SUPPORT OF THE·HASHEMITE KINGDOMOF JORDAN. WHILE 
THE JUNE WAR HAS. CREATED STRAINS AND PROBLEMS FOR BOTH OF US, 
IT HAS NEVER ALTERED OUR FUNDAMENTAL JORDANPOLICY TOWARDS .. 

DESPITE THE CURRENT HEAVYDEMANDSON OUR RESOURCES, GENERAL 
.KHAMMASH WITH AN ARMS PACKAGE WE CONSIDERIS RETURNING WHICH 
TO BE A SUBSTANTIALRESPONSETO YOUR REQUEST FOR. US TO ME.ET 
YOUR LEGITIMATE ARMS REQUIREMENTS. WE INTEND THIS PACKAGE 
TO BE A STRONGREAFFIRMATIONOF OUR SUPPORT. 

I ALSO ASSURE YOU THAT WE HAVE NOT ALTERED OUR FIRM RESOLVE 
TO EXTEND OUR FULL DIPLOMATIC AND POLITICAL SUPPORT OF 
AMBASSADORJARRING TO REACH A JUST AND DURABLE. SETTLE-
MENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. DURING YOUR VISIT HERE IN NOVEMBER, 
WE EXPLAINED TO YOU OUR POSITION ON THE WEST BANK AND 
JERUSALEM. WE HAVE NOT CHANGED THAT POSITION. AS AMBASSA-

.. DOR JARRING MAKES PROGRESS,WE HOPE AND EXPECT THA i THERE 
WILL BE OPPORTUNITIES FOR US TO SUPPORT HIS EFFORTS IN MORE 

~A"GJ!3 RUEHCf°r-3S45 S ~ C R E T 
SPECIFIC WAYS. ------ • 

YOUR MAJESTY, WE ARE BOTH PASSING THROUGH A CRITICAL•• PERIOD 
IN THE HI~TORY OF OU~ TWO COUNTRIES. WITH PATIENCE,. WISDOM 
AND MUTUALTRUST, I AM SURE THAT WE CAN SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS 
AND OBTAIN THE OBJECTIVE WE BOTH SO FERVENTLY DESIRE--A 
PEACEFULMIDDLE EAST IN WHICHA UNITED JORDAN CAN PLAY ITS 

•HISTORIC ROLE. 

WITH ALL~ WISHES, SINCERELY, LYNDON B. JOHNSON. END 
QUOTE.~ 

SEGRET 



MEMORANDUM ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET 

Saturday, February 10, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Message to King Hussein 

Since you are not seeing General Khammash, Nick Katzenbach 
is suggesting a short mes sage direct to Hussein. You have already 
exchanged messages saying we 1re willing to resume if he won 1t turn 
to the Soviets, and he won 1t if we meet his legitimate needs. The 
attached is de signed to wrap up this exchange. 

Hussein's agreement not to buy Soviet weapons is specifically 
included in the draft memorandum of understanding Secretary McNamara 
gave Khammash this morning, so State has not labored this point beyond 
saying this meets his legitimate requirements. 

We will send this telegraphically to Harry Symmes, and he can 
deliver it as either an_ oral or written message. Your previous exchanges 
on this subject have been oral, but a written message now might be just a 
little firmer and help marginally in Symmes r and Khammash I s efforts to 
persuade the King that our response is ad~~uate. 

We would like to get this to Hussein b\ the time Khammash returns 
Monday. 

Approve as written mes sage 

Approve as oral message _____ , 

v' .Rostow 

__ _ 

Call me 

~GRET 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W, SHINGTON 

February 10, 1968 

SECRE'f/EXDIS 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Suggested Message from you 
to King Hussein of Jordan 

Recommendation: 

That you sign the attached letter to King 
Hussein. 

Approve ____ Disapprove __ _ 

Discussion: 

The Secretary of D~fense is presenting our 
arms package to General Khammash at 12:30 today 
February 10. The General plans to leave Washington 
tonight for Amman via London. He expects to arrive 
in Amman on February 12. 

As we have mentioned in our previous memoranda, 
part of our current difficulties with Jordan stems 
from a crisis in confidence. King Hussein has, in 
recent months, come to question seriously our inter­
est in him and his country. We hope that our arms 
package will be reassuring to him. In this respect, 
however, in view of his respect for and confidence· 
in you, we believe that a message to him at this time 
would contribute greatly to easing his mind as to our 
continued interest in Jordan and his moderate regime. 

!ifs~!(~
Enclosure: 

l/-/_'f6/ Draft letter 
SECRE'f/EXDIS 
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Suggested Message to King Hussein 

-SECRET --

His Majesty 
Hing Hussein 
Amman, Jordan 

Your Maje sty: 

I send you this personal word in advance of the report General Khammash 
will give you. The General has argued your case welL 

Our two countries have enjoyed a warm, close, mutually beneficial 
relationship for a long period. There are few other countries in the world 
with which we have worked as closely as with Jordan. I assure Your 
Maje sty that it is our policy and our interest to continue that relationship 
and our support of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. While the June war 
has created strains and problems for both of us, it has never altered our 
fundamental policy towards Jordan. 

Despite the current heavy demands on our resources, General Khammash 
is returning with an arms package which we consider to be a substantial 
response to your request for us to meet your legitimate arms requirements. 
We intend this package to be a strong reaffirmation of our support. 

I also assure you that we have not altered our firm resolve to extend our full 
diplomatic and political support of Ambassador Jarring to reach a just and 
durable settlement in the Middle East. During your visit here in November, 
we explained to you our position on the West Bank and Jerusalem. We have 
not changed that position. As Ambassador Jarring makes pr ogress, we hope 
and expect that there will be opportunities for us to support his efforts in 
more specific ways. 

Your Majesty, we are both passing through a critical period in the history of 
our two countries. With patience, wisdom and mutual trust, I am sure that 
we can solve our problems and obtain the objective we both so fervently 
de sire - - a peaceful Middle East in which a united Jordan can play its 
historic role. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

LyndonB. Johnson 

// ·3·0 I ~EGRET • 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT December 28, 1967 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

On your instruction we passed the following message to King 

Hussein: 

11The President has indicated that he will make decision 

on Jordan arms recommendation by New Year's. He is 

inclined to be sympathetic to Jordan 1 s needs, and hopes the 

King will not make a major decision before hearing from us. " 

We continue to get reports from Jordan that time is running out 

and that King Hussein feels it necessary to make some decision on 

Soviet arms by the first of the We have strung him along since 

mid-August and doubt we can do so much longer. 

The package which Nick Katzenbach recommends would total 

about $6. 5 million of spare parts, automotive and communications gear, 

some anti-tank guns and ammunition. We all know the Israelis won't 

like this but we have been interested to note in the last few weeks a 

much more relaxed Israeli attitude toward Hussein. In any case, this 

equipment will not affect the Israeli- Jordanian arms balance. 

"D\oc.k 
Since this is a token move to reopen the door and .. theJ::fl:o::ici:=a«- Soviets, 

we c..
I should think would sell it to the Israelis who will not want 

O'<lft('" 
to jeopardize their aircraft requests by making a fuss o such an 

inconsequential package for Jordan. -tJ-.2t.rRUS,Li~-1-'1...., 
//--.3-V/ 

SECBET 
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If you are ready to go ahead, the next step would be to 

authorize Ambassador Symmes to offer this package to Hussein. 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Call me 

~EGBE'±!-
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MEMORANDUM 0 
THE WHITE HOUSE s 

WASHINGTON 

Monday, October 9, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter from King Hussein 
(ke.i~~;·pa~a-',_e:-· ,.,..,,.,.eJ. 

Attached is a long letter from King Huss e1n reporting his view 
of the Middle East situation following the Khartoum Conference and 
recent trips to Cairo and Moscow. He hopes to visit the U.S. toward 
the end of the month. 

It 1s a strong but dignified letter and lays out Arab reasoning clearly. 
He expresses deep hurt at what he considers our basic pro-Israeli 
position. Insofar as we are trying to make the Arabs face up to the 
existence of Israel, he 1s not just giving way to polemics. In much the 
same language as his Ambassador used with you at lunch last Wednesday, 
he laments the double standard we apply to Arabs and Israelis and says, 
humbly and sadly, he doesn 1t find it worthy of a great leader or a great 
nation to discriminate this way. He told ~mbassador Burns he had 
written because he felt "so personally let down by the USG in recent 
weeks." 

He feels the Arabs at Khartoum reached a reasonable and responsible 
position. He says even Israeli passage through the Canal is negotiable 
if linked to redressing the wrongs in:flicted on the Arab people of Palestine 
since 1948. Now he says it 1s up to the great powers to act, since they 
were responsible for creating Israel in the first place. 

He put two questions to Burns:· ( 1) Will we,,suppo.rt a resolution 
moving UN debate from the Genei-ai Ass:·~:~'i,iy.-?~.~-tlie-.Seclir'ity .. Council? 
He fears that Assembly debate would cause some Arabs to take positions 
that would tie his hands. (2) W~w:e "s~po:~t.}~··i:~h.FLY· ~ev:ised version 
of the July US-Soviet draft. +-esolution?. _He says the Soviets will but told 
him our position had hardened. What he refers to is Arthur Goldberg's 

IIJ effort to work out a more precise understanding of what specific steps 
ii' 
,.J 

would follow such a resolution. 

Nick Katzenbach already had his staff working on these questions 
before this letter came in. We· will have an:answer for you as soon as 
pos.sible. But I want you to be aware that this potentially opens a new 
round of negotiations in New York on the resolution which we felt 
represents progress if properly interpreted but which the Israelis have 
objected to vigorously. 

tw'-~"~~-r .~. ~ 'i-' ~ I"'~- t_l. ~ ~ <!. ~ 
~- '(5 
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Monday, October 9, 1967 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BURNS (Amman 1777) 

SUBJECT: King Hussein 1 s Letter to President Johns on of October 7. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I thought it imperative, sir, to communicate to you in this manner, the gist of my 
feelings regarding the current situation in our areas. 

I would have very much liked to have had the privilege and pleasure of contacting 
you personally, Mr. President, but alas, due to the great strain that I have 
been under for the last few months, my health condition prevents me from having 
this pleasure - - at least, until about the end of this month when I hope to be able 
to visit the United States of America once again, and possibly the United Nations. 

Due to the urgency of the situation, I felt it important to immediately communicate 
with you, sir, regarding the prevailing conditions in our area following the recent 
aggression by Israel and her occupation· of the West Bank of Jordan and of other 
Arab territories. Ever since 1948, Israel has committed aggression after 
aggression and denied the Arab people of Palestine their right of self determina­
tion and expelled in 1948 over one million people from their homeland, only to 
be followed by hundreds of thousands more people who were recently expelled from 
the West Bank of Jordan and from other Arab territories, now under Israeli occupa­
tion. The fact that now it seems to be expected of the Arab leaders and people - -
members of the world community -- to act in a manner which would set a very 
dangerous precedent, specifically that of permitting an aggressor to dictate his 
terms from the position that he has acquired as a result of his aggression, is an 
intolerable farce. 

The continued suffering of our people in the occupied territories; the refusal of 
Israel to abide by the United Nations and Security Council resolutions on 
Jerusalem and on the humanitarian problem of refugees, and her continued denial 
to them to exercise their right to return to their homes and land, as well as 
Israel's use of this issue and human tragedy as a political weapon, is a shame that 
will be borne by all who permit this situation to persist any longer. 

Sir, I have always felt proud of the friendship that has existed between us and 
between our two nations. I am sad to feel that perhaps I was too much of an 
idealist when I believed that principles and ideals in which we believe, will always 

A/?rt1t1 -:Js7( #-,f ~ ) 
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be upheld. I refer to the right of an indigenous people of a country to live in 
peace and security and their unalienable right to 11liberty, freedom and the 

. pursuit of happiness. 11 Double standards seem to exist in the treatment of 
people in our area and we, Arabs, seem to continue to have the misfortune of 
being victimized, by those who them-selves were once victimized, not by us 
Arabs, but by others. 

Sir, Israel seems to have benefited beyond reason from the assistance, help and 
pampering of many countries, and of the United States in particular. The United 
States would appear at present to have chosen to forsake her friendships and 
friends amongst us Arabs and to mainly concern herself with attempting to 
enforce on them what Israel might or might not wish. Israel has benefitted from 
the fact that the Great Powers, in their concern over world peace and their own 
security, have repeatedly avoided a confrontation on so many issues. This has 
permitted Israel to carry out her aggression and to infringe on the rights of 
Arabs to live in peace - - a peace with justice; and has forced them to divert 
their energies and resources from their primary objective of building for them-
selves the better future which is their right. Israel has also managed to nearly 

, achieve complete success in discrediting the policies of the United States in this 
area and in damaging her image, as well as causing untold harm to United States 
interests in this part of the world and the interests of many who-live in it. 

Sir, It appears to me that, due to the extreme necessity for swift action which 
would bring about an early Israeli withdrawal to the positions held prior to 
June 5th, so that a people can be saved and their dignity be restored and wrong be 
righted before it becomes too late, that every attempt should be made to encourage 
the Big Powers, mainly the United States and the USSR to deal with this problem 
which involves world peace as well as their mutual interests. Since these World 
Powers were mainly responsible for the creation of the problem in the first 
place, they have a moral obligation to enforce what is right and to redress the 
wrongs that have been committed against my nation. They should ensure, through 
their mutual contacts, that results are achieved as early as possible. It seems to 
me that the Security Council of the United Nations would be the appropriate organ 
to deal with this problem and to arrive at a just solution which can bring about 
peace and security to our region. The basis for such a solution might very well 
be along the same lines embodied in the last draft resolution agreed upon by the 
United States and the USSR towards the end of the last Emergency Session of the 
General Assembly. 

Sir, I have been doing a great deal of work in this area with my colleagues in 
positions of responsibility. The Khartoum Summit Conference represented a 
major improvement and change in Arab policy and approach. I feel that Arab 
leaders have risen to the level of their responsibilities and that Arabs are demon­
strating that they are reasonable and responsible. The answer now lies with the 
Great Powers to take action, and then it lies with IsraeL This is her chance to 

'-SECB ET 
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really prove to the world, before proving to us, that she wants peace in this 
area and that all her earlier attempts to appear in that light were not merely to 
conceal her real ambitions of constant expansion at our expense. 

Sir, much is said about the suffering of Israel, yet, in fact, those who have 
suffered morally and physically have, all along, been the Arabs. Israeli losses 
in life, property and military equipment can never be compared with the Arab 
losses incurred as a result of her continued aggressions. She has managed to 
cause great suffering to so many people. She has managed to acquire a vast 

• amount of military equipment, af Eastern and Western manufacture, which 
• increase her potential as a constant threat to Arab security and peace in the region 

and compel us now to do all that is in our power to re- equip from all available 
sources, to face her threat. 

Sir, when a mistake was committed by us as a result of the wrong impressions 
we had during and immediately following the short Arab-Israeli War, and when 
we thought and wrongly accused the United States and Britain of actively helping 
Israel in the war, the United States Government and others took that as a great 
affront. We on the other hand regretted our mistake.bitterly. Yet, watching 
present developments I cannot help but wonder that had the war gone the other way, 
and in view of the apparent prevailing sympathy and support which Israel seems to 
enjoy exclusively from the United States, whether the United States might not 
have acted physically to support her. This apparent discrimination is not worthy, 
in my humble opinion, of one of the world's greatest leaders and one of the world's 
greatest governments and greatest nations. 

Another sad and utterly incomprehensible situation exists over the United States 
Government I s position on Jerusalem. In all frankness, the United States I insistence 
on internationalizing the city of Jerusalem and depriving us of the privilege of being 
the custodians of the Holy Places for all the great monolithic religions, a privilege 

•which we have proudly enjoyed for over twelve centuries, is totally unacceptable to 
us and is an affront that is directed to all your friends in the Muslim world. We 
have repeatedly said that had there been a just peace in this area, no one would 
have ever been denied his right to visit these Holy Places and it was only the fact 
that no such just peace existed, ever since the tragedy of Palestine first took 
shape, that caused the Israelis to be prevented from visiting their Holy Places. 
We have also always said that until such a just peace is established we differentiate 
between people of the Jewish faith and Zionists. 

As for the draft resolution of the United States Government and the USSR, I have 
made many concerted efforts in this area to make it acceptable. I talked at 
length over this issue with the UAR President and he agreed that the gist and 
context of the resolution, if embodied in a similar re-worded draft, emanating 
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from the Security Council, would be most acceptable. As for the Suez and the 
right of passage through international waterways. The UAR's position is one 
that links the solution of this problem to actions that must be taken to redress 
the wrongs caused to the Arab people of Palestine. I believe that this was 
embodied in the said draft resolution. I have just returned from a visit to the 
Soviet Union where I felt satisfied that the Government of the USSR was willing to 
cooper,ate with your government in bringing about such a resolution at the 
Security Council. What dis tressed me most through my contacts, is something 
that I hope most sincerely is totally without foundation, spec:if ically that the 
United States Government's position has altered since the earlier draft resolution 
was agreed upon and that she is now attempting to add to Israel's gains. Sir, 
our problems here are enormous. Winter is about to set in and thousands upon 
thousands of people are enduring extreme hardship and will ba veto endure more 
hardship, due to our inability to cope with the problem with our present limited 
resources. In the face of Israel's continued denial to the people of Jordan and 
other Arabs of their right to return to their homes and land, and in the face of 
Israel's growing arrogance, military might and spirit of adventure, and in 
facing the fact that only Israel's territorial integrity seems to be the concern 
of many in this world, we are having to re- build and re- equip our Armed Forces. 
We are in the process of doing so on the following basis: Determining our needs 
and requirements in accordance with earlier experiences and attempting to secure 
the urgently needed right equipment best suited to our needs, from any available 
sources. This is another additional strain which we are compelled to bear. 

Sir, I really hope that I might be right in feeling that the United States Government 
has not made her choice to back Israel and to forsake her other friends and 
interests in this area. 

Sir, if at the end of this present session of the United Nations no satisfactory 
solution to this present crisis is reached, the Arabs have one of two choices; 
either to stoop and accept Israel's dictated conditions or be compelled to do all 
in their power, regardless of the consequences, to secure their rights and 
recover their dignity. I can assure you, sir, in advance, that we shall have only 
the latter choice and course of action to take. We shall have been driven to that 
end and I am sure that, fair and just as you are, you will be able to understand 
and appreciate our predicament. 

Wishing you, sir, all the best for your continued good health and happiness, 
and entrusting you with the fate and future of this area where so much is at 
stake, I remain, your sincere friend, Hussein. 

BEC!tE'l' 
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Monday, October 9, 1967 

1:vlEMO11ANDUM FO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJEC : Letter £ om. King Hussein 

Atcache i;;;, a long let er from K·ng Hussein reporting is view 
of the tiiddle East situ.at· on following the Khartoum Conference andj l 
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recent trips to Cairo an lvfuscow. He hopes to visit the U.S. towJrd 
ti e end of the m.on.A.h. 

_t1s a strong but digntf ed 1<::tter and lays out Arab reesonfag cle;~rly.
1

He expresses· deep hurt at what he considers our basic pro-Israeli , I , 
position. Insofar as we are trying to make the Arabs face up to th.ej 

1 

e .. ist nee of srael, he 1s J).ot just givin,, way to polemics. I:r1 muc~ l,.~-i_e 
same language as his Amlli'ts ct or • sed with you at lunch las We 'iieFfcLY, 
he la1nents ·he ouble ·and(:n .. -"' we app-y,to ~r sand srael"s and1s.:'i::.,s,

1
1um.o y an a Y~ he doesn't :d.i:1., ·t vortl: o··· 6 r at lea r 01· a p-r ◄ t.. 

na.:on to discr·mi11~te .:h:s v,1-y .. He Ambassa or Burns he ha<ll 
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moving UN debate ;from the Genera· Assembly to th Security Cou1+Iijl ~!~ 
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Monday, October 9, 1967 

I I 

i;TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BURNS {Amman 17?°7)° 1 • 

SUBJECT: King Hussein's Letter to President Johnson of October 7. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I thought it imperative, sir, to communicate to you in this manner, the gisr ,of my 
feelings regarding the current situation in our areas. 

I \Vould have very much liked to have had the privilege and pleasure of con~~cting. 
you personally, Mr. President, but alas, due to the great strain that I have . 1 

••• 

been under for_the last few months, my health condition prevents me from h~ving 
this pleasure - - at least, until about the end of this rnonth when I hope to Jbt¥ able 
to visit the United States of America once again, and possibly the United Nations. 

Due to the urgency of the situation, I felt it important to immediately- con/iniJ:p-i'cate 
with you, sir, regarding the prevailing conditions in our area following the f~cent 
aggression by Israel and her occupation· of the West Bank of Jordan and of other 
Arab territories. Ever since 1948, Israel has committed aggression after 
aggression and denied the Arab people of Palestine their right of self determina­
tion and expelled in 1948 over one million people from their homeland, only to 
be followed by hundreds of thousands more people who were recently expelled from 
the West Bank of Jordan and from other Arab territories, now under Israeli occupa­
tion. Th· fact that now it seems to be expected of the Arab leaders and people - -
n1embers of ..'.~1.e world community -- to act in a manner which would set a very 
dangerous pre -:-:dent, specifically that of permitting an aggressor to dictatel his 
terms from .the position that he has acquired as a result of his aggression, is an 
intolerable farce. 

The continued suffering of our people in the occupied territories; the refusal of 
I 

Israel to abide by the United Nations and Security Council resolutions on I 
Jerusalem and on the humanitarian problem of refugees, and her continued denial 
to them to exercise their right to return to their homes and land, as well a,s ' 
Israel I s use of this is sue and human tragedy as a political weapon, is a shame that 
~ill be borne by ~11 who permit this situation to persist any longer. 

Sir, I have always felt proud of the friendship that has existed between upl ·~d 
between our two nations. I am sad to feel that perhaps I was too much of ~n . 
idealist when I believed that principles and ideals in which we believe, w}ll always 

-➔•• :. I I'1 

SECRET 
I 



•• I ' 

II 

be upheld. I refer o the right of an indigenous people of a country to live in 
peace and security and their unalienable right to 11liberty, freedom and the . • 

. pursuit of happines :i. '' Double standards seem to exist in the treatment. of 1 1
/ 

people in our area nd we, Arabs, seem to continue to have the misfortune bf 
being victi1nized, b thqse· who ·them·selv~s w·ere ··once victimized, not by us 
Arabs, but by othe , 

Sir, Israel seems to have benefited beyond reason from the assistance, ~elp and 
pampering of many countries, and of the United States in particular. The l]"n~ted 
States would appea at present to have chosen to forsake her friendships anp­
friends amongst us Arabs and to mainly concern herself with attempting to 

1 
enforce on them wh t Israel might or might not wish. Isra;el has benefitteq fµ:-01n 
the fact that the Great Powers, in their concern over world peace and their1 own 
security, have repeatedly avoided a confrontation on so many issues. This has

1 
permitted Israel to carry out her aggression and to infringe on the rights .of 
Arabs to live in peace -- a peace with justice; and has forced them to divert 

·their energies and resources from their primary objective of huilding fo:d 1thel:r:n__ 
selves the better future which is their right. Israel has also managed to ne arly 

, achieve complete success in discrediting the policies of the Unitedv8tates in
11 

this 
area and in damaging her image, as well as causing untold harm to United States 
inte.rests in this p~rt of the world and the interests of many who live in it. I 
Sir, It appears to me that, due to the extreme necessity 'i 'r swift action vyhich 
would bring about an early Israeli withdrawal to the positions held prior to1 
June 5th, so that a people can be saved and their dignity be restored and wrong be 
righted before it becomes too late, that every'attempt should be made to en 1courage 
the Big Powers, mainly the United States and the USSR to deal with this pr ojblem · 

1 

which involves world peace as well as their mutual interests. Since these "V{orld l T 

Powers were mainly responsible for the creation of the problem in the firstl 
place, th~ r have a moral obligation to enforce what is right and to redress tt1e 
wrongs tha·~ ·--ave been committed against my nation. They should ensure, ~,rough 
their mutual c\...--_tacts, that results are achieved as early as pos~ible. It siee;ms to . 
me that the Security Council of the United Nations would be the appropriate /organ 
to deal with this problem and to arrive at a just solution which can bring abbut 
peace and security to our region. The basis for such a solution might very 'well 
be along the -same lines embodied in the last draft resolution agreed upon by. the 
United States and the USSR towards the end of the last Emergency Session of 1he 
General Assembly. . j 

Sir, I have been doing ·a great deal of work in this area with my colleagues iii j 
I 

positions of responsibility. The Khartoum Summit Conference representedi a 
major improvement and change in Arab policy and approach. I. feel: that Arab 
leaders have risen to the level of their responsibilities and that Arabs are demon­
strating that they are reasonable and responsible. The answer now lies with.the 
Great Po'J!ers to take action, and then it lies with Israel. This is her chanc'e to 

I 
I j
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1·ca1ly prove to the world, before proving to us, that sh'e want_s peace in this 
area and that all her earlier attempts to appear in that light were not mer~ly to 
conceal her real ambitions of constant expansion at our e}...rpense. 

Sir, much is said about the suffering of Israel, yet, in fact, those who have 
suffered morally and physically have, all along, been the Arabs. Israeli losses 
in life, property and military equipment can never be compared with the Ar?-b. 
losses incurred as a result of her continued aggressions. She has managedlto 
cause 
amount 

great suffering 
of military 

to so many 
equipment, af 

people. 
Eastern 

She 
and 

has managed to acquire 
Western manufacture, 

a vas~ 
which I I 

.. increase her potential as a constant threat to Arab security and peace in the i-:egioh 
and compel us now to do all that is in our power to re- equip from all available • 
sources, to face her thTeat. :I 1 

1 

Sir, when a 1nistake was committed by us as a result of the wrong impressions 
we had during a:nd immediately following the short Arab-Israeli War, and Mr~Jp-• 
we t bought and wrongly accused the United States and Britain of actively helpip.g 
Israel in the war, the United States Government and others took that as. a great 
affront. We on the other hand regretted our mistake bitterly. Yet, watching 
present developments I cannot help but wonder that had the war gone the other way, 
and in view of the apparent prevailing sympathy and support which Israel seems to 
enjoy exclusively from the United States, whether the United States might not 
have acted physically to support her. This apparent discrimination is no~ worthy, 
in my humble opinion, of one of the world's greatest leaders and one of the world's 
greatest governments and greatest nations. 

Another sad and utterly incomprehensible· situation exists oveT the United States 
Government's position on Jerusalem. In all frankness, the United States'. insistence 
on in::.:::;rno.'.:"ionalizing the city of Jerusalem and depriving us of the privilegle of b~ing 
the custodia-- .....• of the Holy Places for all the great monolithic religions, a p1r4ivilege 

-·~vyhich we have p::oudly enjoyed for over twelve centuries, is totally _unaccep~able to 
us and is an affro it that is directed to all your friends in the Muslim world. We 
have repeatedly said that had there been a just peace in this area, no one wquld 
have ever been denied his right to visit these Holy Places and it was only the fact 
that no such just peace existed, ever since the tragedy of Palestine first took 
·sh-ape,·that caused-the Israelis to be prevented from visiting their Holy Pl3rc 1es. 
We have also always said that until such a just peace is established we dif.fjerentiate 
between people of the Jewish faith and Zionists·. I I 

As for the draft resolution of the United States Government and the USSR, I have 
.. -··· - made many concerted efforts in this area to make it acceptable. I talked at/ 1 

.. 

length oveT this issue with the UAR President and he agreed that the gist a:r{4, 
context of the resolution, if embodied in a similar re-worded draft, ema14?-dng,·• 

' '' - ' - 'II ' 1I f T 
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from the Security Cm:incil, would be most acceptable. As for the Suez and the 
right of passage through international waterways. The UAR's position is o:i;ib 
that links the solution of this problem to actions that must be taken to redreds 
the wrongs caused. to the Arab people of Palestine. I believe that this wa~ • 
embodied in the said draft resolution. I have just returned from ·a visit ·tq thi-. _ 

•Soviet Union where I felt satisfied that the Government of the USSR was willing to 
cooperate with your government in bringing about such a resolution at the1 , · • 
Security Council. What distressed me most through my contacts, is som thing· 
that I hope most sincerely is totally without foundation, spec:if ically that th~ 
United States Government's position has altered since the earlier draft resolution 
was agreed upon and that she is now attempting to add to Israel's· gains. Sir, 
our problems here are enormous. Winter is about to set in and thousands upon 
thousands of people are enduring extreme hardship and will ba ve to endure J 

I 

ore 
hardship, due to our inability to cope with the problem with our present limited 
resources. In the face of Israel's continued denial to the people of Jordan 'ajnd 
other Arabs of their right to return to their homes and land, and in the face ofi 
Israel'§ growing arrogance, military might and spirit of adventure, and in 
facing the fact -that only Israel's territorial integrity seems to be the cone~ :i;n 
of many in this world, we are having to re-build and re-equip our Armed Fbrces. 
We are in the process of doing so on the following basis: Determining our needs 
and requiremer;its in accordance with earlier experiences and attempting. t(~ fl~·cure. 
the urgently needed right equ.ipment best suited to our needs, from any avai1~~le 
sources. This is another additional strain which we are compelled to bear. 

Sir, I r·eally hope that I might be right in feeling that the United States Governm~nt 
has not made her choice to back Israel and to forsake her other friends and 
interests in this area. 

Sir, i" at -:.~e end of this present session of the United Nations I?-O satisfactory 
so ution to L __:; present crisis is reached, the Arabs have one _of two choices; 
either to stoop c..nd accept Israel I s dictated conditions or be compelled to do Fiil 
in their powe_r, regardless of the consequences, to secure their rights and 
recover their dignity. I can assure you, sir, in advance, that we shall have O?-lY 
the latter choice and course of action to take. We shall have been driven ·tothat 
end and I am sure that, fair and just as you are, you will be able to understand ' 
and appreciate our predicament. 

Wishing you, sir, all the best for your continued good health and happiness, , 
1and entrusting you with the fate and future of this area where so much is. at 

stake, I remain, your sincere friend, Hussein. 

'1-1, 

I 
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tsuil: KING HUSSEIN•s LETTER TO PRESIDENT JOHNSONOF(Qgi)7 
~ DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:"'1 THOUGHT IT IMPERATIVE, SIR, 

TO COMMUNICATE THE GIST OF MY FEELINGS TO YOU IN THIS MANNER, 
REGARDING THE CURRENT SITU AT I ON lN OUR AREA •. 

I WOULDHAVE VERY MUCH LIKED TO HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE AND 
PLEASUREOF CONTACT MR., PRESIDENT., I NG YOU PERSONALLY, BUT ALAS, 
DUE TO THE GREAT STRAIN THAT I HAVE BEEN UNDER FOR THE LAST FEW 
MONTHS,MY HEALTH CONDITIONPREVENTSME FROM HAVING THrs· 

-AAGEa RUQMKG1.111/lA SE: C ft ET 
~EA SURE - AT LEAST, UNTIL ABOUT THE END OF THIS MONTH WHENI 
HOPE TO BE ABLE TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ONCE 
AGAIN, AND POSSIBLY THE-UNITED NATIONS, 

DUE TO THE URGENCY OF THE SITUATION, I FELT IT IMPORTANT 
TO-IMMEDIATELY WITH YOU, SIR,. REGARDING COMMUNICATE THE PRE­
VAILING CONDITIONS IN OUR AREA FOLLOWING AGGRESSIONTHE RECENT 
BY ISRAEL AND HER OCCUPATION OF THE WEST BANK OF JORDAN AND 
OF OTHER ARAB TERRITORIES. EVER S~NCE 1948, ISRAEL HAS 

~ 
A/t,7 ti a -dot {-/f--7_4.J 
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COMMITTEDAGGRESSIONAFTER AGGRESSION AND DENIED THE ARAB 
PEOPLE OF PALESTINE THEIR RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION AND 
EXPELLEDIN 1948 OVER ONE MILLION PEOPLE FROM THEIR HOMELAND, 
ONLYto· BE F.OLLOWED OF THOUSANDS PEOPLE WHO BY HUNDREDS MORE 
WERERECENTLYEXPELLEDFROMTHE WEST BANK OF JORDAN AND FROM 
OfHER ARAB TERRITORIES, NOW _UNDERISRAELI OCCUPATION. THE FACT 
THAT NOW IT SEEMS TO BE EXPrCTED OF THE ARAB LEADERS AND PEOPLE 
MEMBERSOF THE -WORLD -- WHICHWOULDCOMMUNITYTO ACT IN A MANNER 
SET A VERY DANGEROUS PRECEDENT,SPECIFICALLYTHAT OF PERMITTING 
AN AGGRESSOR THE POSITION THAT HE HAS TO DICTATE HIS TERMS FROM 
ACQUIREDAS A RESULT OF HIS AGGRESSION,IS AN INTOLERABLE FARCE. 

P~ ~ RYQMKG 1777/lA S E C R E• 'f . 
THE CONTINUED SUFFERINGOF OUR PEOPLE IN THE OCCUPIED. 

TERR!TORIES; THE REFUSAL OF ISRAEL TO ABIDE BY THE UNITED 
NATIONSAND SECURITY COUNCILRESOLUTIONSON JERUSALEM AND ON 
THE HUMANITARIAN OF REFUGEES, AND HER CONTINUED PROBLEM 
DENIAL TO THEM TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO RETURN TO THEIR 
HOMESAND LAND, AS WELL AS ISRAEL•s USE, OF THIS-ISSUE AND 
HUMANTRAGEDYAS A POLITICAL WEAPON, IS A SHAME THAT ,WILL BE· 
BORNEBY ALL WHO PERMIT THIS SITUATION_ TO PERSIST ANY LONGER. 

SIR, I HAVE ALWAYS FElT PROUDOF THE FRIENDSHIP THAT HAS 
EXISTED BETWEEN US AND BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS. I AM SAD TO 
FEEL THAT PERHAPS I WAS TOO MUCH OF AN IDEALIST WHEN I BELIEVED 
THAT PRINCIPLES AND IDEALS IN WHICHWE BELIE.VE, WILL ALWAYS BE 
UPHELD. I REFER TO THE RIGHT OF AN INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF A 
COUNTRY 

TO LIVE IN PEACE AND SECURITY AND THEIR UNALIENABLE RIGHT 
TO "LIBERTY, FREEDOM AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS." DOUBLE 
STANDARDS OF PEOPLE IN OUR AREA SEEM TO EXIST IN THE TREATMENT 

, ,~ND. WE, ARAB_ SE~ TO HAVE THE MISFORTUNE OFS, TO CONTINUE 
~EING VICTIMIZE~] THOSE, WHO THEMSELVES WE~E QNCE_ 

OT BY US ARABS, BUT BY OTHERS. . 

?AG! 4 RUQMifu: I/ J/, lA S E C H E :;. 
SIR, ISRAEL SEEMS TO HAVE BENEFITED BEYONDREASONFROM 
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THE ASSISTANCE, HELP AND PAMPERING .OF MANY COUNTRIES, AND OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN PARTICULAR.THE UNITED STATES WOULD APPEAR AT 
PRESENTTO HAVE CHOSEN TO FORSAKE HER FRIENDSHIPS AND FRIENDS 

AMONGSTUS ARABS AND TO MAINLY CONCERNHERSELF WITH ATTEMPTING 
TO ENFORCE" ON THEM WHAT ISRAEL MIGHT OR MIGHT NOT WISH. ISRAEL 
HAS BENEFITED FROM THE FACT THAT THE GREAT POWERS, IN T}{EJR
CONCERNOVER WORLD PEACE AND THEIR OWN SECURITY HAVE • 
REPEATEDLYAVOIDED ON SO MANY A CONFRONTATION I~SUE~+THIS 
HAS PERMITTED ISRAEL TO CARRY. OUT HER AGGRESSION AND TO 
INFRINGE ON THE RIGHTS OF ARABS TO ·LIVE IN PEACE- A PEACE 

-WITH JUSTICE; AND HAS FORCED THEM TO DIVE~Tli'>tEIR ENERGIES AND 
RESOURCESFROMTHEIR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF Bb-(LDING FOR THEMSELVES 
THE BETTER FUTURE WHICHrs THEIR RIGHT. ISRAEL HAS ALSO 
MANAGED ACHIEVE COMPLETE THETO NEARLY SUCCESS IN DISCREDITING 
POLICIES OF THE UNITED STATES IN THIS AREA AND IN DAMAGINGHER 
IMAGE, AS WELL AS CAUSING UNTOLD.HARMTO UNITED STATES 
INTERESTS IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD AND THE INTERESTS OF MANY 
WHOLIVE IN IT. 

1':!e!~, . ROQMiCG 1777/ lA B E e rt E. T 
SIR, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT, DUE TO THE EXTREME NECESSITY 

FOR SWIFT ACTION WHICH WOULD BRING ABOUT AN EARLY ISRAELI WITH­
DRAWALTO THE POSITIONS HELD PRIOR TO JUNE 5TH, SO THAT A PEOPLE 
CAN BE SAVED AND THEIR DIGNITY BE RESTORED AND WRONG BE 
RIGHTEDBEFORE IT BECOMESTOO LATE, THAT EVERY ATTEMPT SHOULD 

BE MADE TO ENCOURAGE THE UNITED STATES AND THE BIG POWERS, MAINLY 
THE USSR TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM WHICH INVOLVES WORLDPEACE AS 
WELL AS THEIR MUTUAL INTERESTS. SINCE THESE WORLD POWERSWERE 
MAINLYRESPONSIBLEFOR THE CREATION OF THE PROBLEM IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, THEY HAVE A MORAL OBLIGATIONTO ENFORCE WHATIS RIGHT AND 
TO REDRESS THE WRONGS THAT HAVE BEEN COMMITTED AGAINST MY NATION. 
THEY SHOULD ENSURE, THROUGH THEIR MUTUAL CONTACTS,THAT RESULTS 
ARE ACHIEVED AS EARLY AS PGSSIBLE. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE 
SECURITYCOUNCILOF THE UNITED NATIONS WOULDBE THE APPROPRIATE 
ORGANTO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEMAND TO ARRIVE AT A JUST SOLUTION -
WHICHCAN BRING ABOUT PEACE AND SECURITY TO OUR REGION·. T-HE · 
BASIS FOR SUCH A SOLUTION MIGHT VERY WELL BE ALONG THE SAME LINES 

Si30RIT 
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EMBODIEDIN THE LAST DRAFT RESOLUTION AGREEDUPON BY THE UNITED 
SfATES AND THE USSR TOWARDS THE END OF THE LAST EMERGENCY 
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

~GE~ RUQMG 1??7/IA SEC HE 'f 
SIR, I HAVE BEEN DOING A GREAT DEAL OF WORK IN THIS AREA 

WITH MY COLLEAGUES IN-POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY. THE KHARTOUM 
SUMMITCONFERENCE A MAJOR IMPROVEMENT REPRESENTED AND CHANGE 
IN ARAB POLICY AND APPROACH. ·r FEEL THAT ARAB LEADERS HAVE 
RISEN TO THE LEVEL OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES AND THAT ARABS ARE 
DEMONSTRATING AND RESPONSIBLE. THE THAT THEY ARE REASONABLE 
ANSWERNOWLIES WITH THE GREAT" POWERSTO TAKE ACTION, AND THEN 
IT LIES WITH ISRAEL. THIS IS HER CHANCE TO REALLY PROVE TO THE 
WORLD,BEFORE PROVING TO US, THAT SHE WANTS PEACE IN THIS AREA 
AND THAT ALL HER EARLIER ATTEMPTS TO APPEAR IN THAT LIGHT WERE 
NOT MERELY TO CONCEAL HER REAL AMBITIONS OF CONSTANT EXPANSION 
AT OUR EXPENSE. 

GP-1. BURNS 

·EXDII 
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SIR, MUCHIS SAID ABOUT THE SUFFERING OF ISRAEL, YET, IN 
FACT, THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED MORALLYAND PHYSICALLY HAVE, ALL 
ALONG, BEEN THE ·ARABS. ISRAEL• LOSSES IN LIFE,. PROPERTYAND • 
MILITARYEQUIPMENT WITH THE ARAB LOSSES CAN NEVER BE COMPARED 
INCURREDAS A RESULT OF HERc·oNTINUEDAGGRESSION~.SHE HAS 
MANAGEDTO CAUSE GREAT SUFFERING TO SO MANY PEOPLE. SHE J:IA..S 

~NAGED TO ACQUIRE A VAST AMOUNT OF MILITARY EQUIPMEN!,CQJ' 
EASTERNAND WESTERN WHICH INCREASE.HER MANUFACTURE, POTENTIAL 
AS A CONSTANT THREATTO ARAB SECURITY AND PEACE IN THE REGION 

..PASE 2 RuQMKGt17772Pr==ei CR Et 
AND COMPEL US NOW TO DO ALL THAT IS IN OUR POWER TO RE-EQUIP 
FROMALL AVAILABLE SOURCES, TO FACE HER THREAT. 

SIR, WHEN WAS COMMITTED A MISTAKE BY US AS A RESULT OF THE 
WRONGIMPRESSIONS FOLLOWINGWE HAD DURING AND IMMEDIATELY THE 
SHORT ARAB-ISRAELI WAR, AND WHEN AND WRONGLY WE THROUGH! ACCUSED 
THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN OF ACTIVELY HELPING ISRAEL IN THE 
WAR, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TOOK THAT AS A GREAT AND OTHERS 
AFFRONT. WE ON THE OTHER HAD REGRETTED OUR MISTAKE BITTERLY. YET, 
WATCHINGPRESENT DEVELOPMENTS CANNOT 

~llll•"l\1.1.lil-
THAT HAD I HELP BUT WONDER 
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THE WAR GONE THE OTHER WAY,AND IN VIEW OF THE APPARENT 
ffiEVAILING SYMPATHY WHICH ISRAEL SEEMS TO ENJOY AND SUPPORT 
EXCLUSIVELYFROMTHE UNITED STATES, WHETHER THE UNITED STATES 
MIGHT NOT HAVE ACTED PHYSICALLY TO SUPPORT HER. THIS APPARENT 
DISCRIMINATIONIS NOT WORTHY, IN MY HUMBLE OPINION, OF ONE OF 
THE WORLo·s GREATEST LEADERSAND ONE OF THE WORLD·s GREATEST 
GOVERNMENTS NATIONS~AND GREATEST 

ANOTHERSAD AND UTTERLY SITUATION EXISTS INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
OVER THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT• ..S POSITION ON JERUSALEM IN 

~ ~UQMJ!Q 1777/2A S E 6 R E ~ . 
ALL FRANKNESS, THE UNITED STATES INSISTENCE ON INTERNATIONALIZING 
THE CITY OF JERUSALEM AND DEPRIVING US OF THE PRIVILEGE OF 
BEING THE CUSTODIANS OF THE HOLY PLACES FOR ALL THE GREAT 
MONOLITHICRELIGIONS, A PRIVILEGE WHICH WE HAVE PROUDLY ENJOYED 
FOR OVER TWELVE CE.NT IS. TOTALLY TO US AND IS UR IES, UNACCEPTABLE 
AN AFFRONT THAT IS DIRECTEDTO ALL YOUR FRIENDS IN THE MUSLIM 
WORLD.WE HAVE REPEATELY.SAID THAT HAD THERE BEEN A JUST 
PEACE IN THIS AREA, NO ONE WOULD HAVE EVER BEEN DENIED HIS • 
RIGHT TO VISIT T.HESE HOLY PLACES AND lT WAS.OblLY THE FACT THAT 
NO SUCH JUST PEACE EXISTED, EVER SINCE THE TRAGEDY OF PALESTINE 
FIRST TOOK SHAPE, THAT CAUSED THE ISRAEWIS TO BE PREVENTED FROM 
VISITING THEIR HOLY PLACES. WA HAVE ALSO ALWAYS SAID THAT UNTIL 
SUCH A JUST PEACE IS ESTABLISHEDWE DIFFERENTIATE BETWEENPEOPLE 
OF THE JEWISH FAITH AND ZIONISTS. 

AS FOR THE DRAFT RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
AND THE USSR, ·r HAVE MADE MANY EFFORT.SCONCERTED IN THIS AREA TO 
MAKEIT ACCEPTABLE.I TALKEDAT LENGTH OVER THIS ISSUE WITH THE 
UAR PRESIDENT AND HE AGREED THAT THE GIST AND CONTEXT OF THE 
RESOLUTION,IF EMBODIED DRAFT, EMANATING IN A SIMILAR RE-WORDED 

PAGE i RtJQM1{017?7/2A S E C R E r--
FROMTHE SECURITY COUNCIL, WOULD BE MOST ACCEPTABLE. AS FOR 
SUEZ AND THE RIGHT OF PASSAGE THROUGH WATERWAYS.INTERNATIONAL 
THE UAR•s POSITION IS ONE THAT LINKS THE SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM 

SECRET p 
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TO ACTIONS THAT MUST BE TAKEN TO REDRESS THE WRONGS CAUSEDTO 
THE ARAB PEOPLE OF PALESTINE. I BELIEVE THAT THIS WAS EMBODIED 
IN THE SAID DRAFT RESOLUTION. I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM A VISIT 
TO THE SOVIET UNION WHERE I FELT SATISFIED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE USSR WAS WILLING TO COOPERATE WITH YOUR GOVERNMENT IN· 
BRINGINGABOUTSUCH A RESOLUTION AT THE SECURITY COUNCIL. WHAT 
DISTRESSEDME MOST THROUGH MY CONTACTS, IS SOMETHINGTHAT I HOPE. 
MOST SINCERELY IS TOTALLYWITHOUTFOUNDATION'SPECIFICALLYTHAT 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT'S SINCE THE POSITION HAS ALTERED 
EARLIER DRAFT RESOLUTION WAS AGREED UPON AND THAT SHE IS NOW 
ATTEMPTINGTO ADD TO ISRAEL'S GAINS. SIR,. OUR PROBLEMS HERE ARE 
ENORMOUS.WINTER IS ABOUTTO SET IN AND THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS 
OF PEOPLE ARE ENDURING EXTREMEHARDSHIPAND WILL HAVE TO ENDURE 
MOREHARDSHIP, DUE TO OUR INABILITY TO COPE WITH THE PROBLEM WITH 
OUR PRESENT LIMITED RESOURCES. IN THE FACE OF ISRAEL'S CONTINUED 
DENIAL TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN AND OTHER ARABS OF THEIR RIGHT TO 
RETURNTO THEIR HOMES AND LAND, AND IN T_HE F.ACE OF ISRAEL'S GROW ING 

PAGE 5 Rue:tma I TT 7J2A S E G R !· T 
ARROGANCE,MILITARY MIGHT AND SPIRIT O'F ADVENTURE, AND I.N . 
FACING THE FACT THAT ONLY ISRAEL'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY SEEMS 
TO BE THE CONCERN OF MANY IN THIS WORLD, WE ARE HAVING.TO 
RE-BUILD AND RE-EQUIP OUR ARMED FORCES. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS 
OF DOING SO ON THE FOLLOWING BASIS: DETERMININGOUR NEEDS AND 
REQUIREMENTS WITH EARLIER EXPERIENCES IN ACCORDANCE AND 
ATTEMPTINGTO SECURE THE URGENTLY NEEDEDRIGHT EQUIPMENT BEST 
SUITED TO OUR NEEDS, FROM ANY AVAILABLE SOURCES. THIS IS 
ANOTHERADDITIONAL WE ARE COMPELLED STRAIN WHICH TO BEAR. 

SIR, I REALLY HOPE THAT I MIGHT BE RIGHT IN FEELING THAT 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS NOT· MADE HER CHOICE TO BACK 
ISRAEL AND TO FORSAKE HER OTHER FRIENDS AND INTERESTS IN THIS 
AREA. 

SIR, IF AT THE END OF THIS PRESENT SESSION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONSNO SATISFACTORY SOLUTION-TOTHIS PRESENT CRISIS IS REACHED. 
THE ARABS HAVE ONE OF TWO CHOICES; EITHER TO STOOP AND ACCEPT 
ISRAEW'S DICTATED CONDITIONSOR BE COMPELLED TO DO ALL IN THEIR 
POWER, REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES, THEIR RIGHTS AND TO SECURE 

https://HAVING.TO
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RECOVERTHEIR DIGNITY. I CAN ASSURE YOU, SIR, IN ADVANCE,THAT 
WE SHALL HAVE ONLY THE LATTER CHOICE AND COURSE OF ACTION 
TO TAKE. WE SHALL HAVE BEEN DRIVEN TO THAT/END AND I AM SURE 
THAT, FAIR AND JUST AS YOU ARE, YOU WILL BEABLE TO UNDERSTAND 
AND APPRECIATE OUR PREDICAMENT. • 

WISHING YOU, SIR, ALL THE BEST FOR YOUR CONTINUED GOOD 
HEALTHAND HAPPINESS, AND ENTRUSTING YOU WITH THE FATE AND 
FUTUREOF THIS AREA WHERE SO MUCH IS AT STAKE, I REMAIN·, 
YOURSINCERE FRIEND, HUSSEIN END QUOTE 

SP-W-- NitttS 
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i• THE EMBASSY HAS RfCElijED iHE F9LLOWINGMESSAGE FOR 
THE PRESIDENT FROM KI NG 'HUSSE 1 N s 

~• "DEAR MR, PRESiciENTa 
"I WISH TO THANKYoGWARMLYFOR yOuR KIND MESSAGE 

OF GREETiNGS FOR ·THE NEW YEAR• TH~ PEO~LE ~ND GOVE~N~E~T 
QF JORDAN JoiN ME IN EXTENbI~G TO-YOU ou~ SINCERE AND 

PAGE 2 RuQMKG 287;3A-' Q ,~ F r o '- ~, i I A L LP1ITE(? OFFICIAL usE 
HEARTFELT WISHES FOR A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL. NEW YEAR• 

"AS YOU ARE WELL. AWARE.,WE ARE: STIL.L DOING OUR BEST 
TO ACHIEVE A JUST AND .LASTiNG ~EACE iN OGR PART OF THE 
~OR~D- i SIN~EijELY HOPE iH~T OUR EFFORTS wiLL BE ASsisfED 
~y tHE AtTIONS AND CONTINUED s0pPbRT OF OU~ FRIENnS. 

SINCE~ELY, 

AL-HUSSEIN•" 
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lo PLEASE ·DELIVER THE FOLLOWiNG MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO 
THE KING MAKING CLEAR THAT MESSAGE WAS REL~YED FROM PRESIDENT 
AT HIS RANCH IN TEXASz 

2o QTEi DEAR KING HUSSEIN, ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES I EXTEND TO YOU AND To THE PEOPLE. OF JORDAN SJNCE~E 
GREETINGS AN~ 'WARM GOOD WISHES FOR TH~ NEW YEARu ~ROM OUR 
MEETING LAST NOVEMBER, I KNOW THAT YOU WILL CONTINUE YOGR 
EFFORTS TO ATTAIN A JUST AND APPROPRI~TE S6LUTION TO THE MA~Y 
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PROBLEMS OF THE NEAR EASTi AND I ASSURE YOU THAT THE UNITED 
STATES REMAfNS READY TO HELP ALL 'EFFORTS To FIND A PEiCEFUL 
SETTL~MENTo SINCERELYi LYNDO~ BQ JOHNSON U~QTE 

LIMITED OFFIC!AL USE 
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Dear King Hussein: 

On behalf of the people of the United States 

of America I take great pleasure in extending to 

you and to the people of Jordan sincere greetings 

and warmest good wishes on the occasion of the 

New Year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Dear King Hussein: 

On behalf of the people of the United States 

of America r·take great pleasure in extending to 

you and to the people of Jordan sincere greetings 

and warmest good wishes on the occasion of the 

New Year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

His Majesty 
Hussein I,· 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 
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SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

Dear King Hussein: 

On behalf of the people of the United States 

( 

I extend to you and to the people of Jordan sincere 

greetings and warm good wishes for the New Year. 

From our meeting last November., I know that you will 

continue your efforts to attain a just and appropriate 

solution to the many problems of the Near East., and 

I assure you that the United States remains ready to 

help all efforts to find a peaceful settlement. 

Sincerely., 

His Majesty 
Hussein I 
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Amman 



SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

Dear King Hussein: 

On behalf of the people of the United States 

I extend to you and to the people of Jordan sincere 

greetings and warm good wishes for the New Year. 

From our meeting last November, I know that you will 

continue your efforts to attain a just and appropriate 

solution to the many problems of the Near East, and 

I as sure you that the United States remains ready to 

help all efforts to find a peaceful settlement. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 
Hussein I 
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Amman 
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