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lP PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT JOHN~ON 
TO KING HUSSEIN: QUOTE YOUR MAJESTY, AS I PREPARE TO LEAVE 
~FFICE, I WISH NOT ONLY TO SAY GOOD-BYE BUT ALSO TO THANK YOU 
r.OR HELPING TO MAKE POSSIBLE COOPERATION FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTR1ES DURING MY YEARS AS PRESIDENT• I 
~NOW THAT THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL RESPECT ON WHiC~ 
THIS COOPERATION HAS BEEN BASED WILL CONTINUE AND THAT BOTH 
OUR PEOPLES WI LL BE THE BETTER FOR, IT• 

OUR PERSONAL ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF SPECIAL 
GRATIFICATION TO ME• THROUGH IT, BOTH OF US WERE ABLE TO 
GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF OUR NATIONS• PROBLEMS AND 
ASPIRATION• I HAVE BEEN ACUTELY AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT 
HAVE BESET YOUR COUNTRY AND PEOPLE, AND HAVE ADMIRED YOUR 
STEADFASTNESS AND COURAGE IN YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH TO 
A PEACEFULE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. I AM HOPEFUL THAT OUR 
MUTUAL GOAL OF A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS JORDAN IN· A PEACEFUL 
AND PROSPEROUS MIDDLE EAST WILL BE ACHIEVED IN THE, NEAR FUTURF1 
AND AM CONVINCED THAT OUR C00PERAT]ON HAS ADVANCED THE 
P O S S I 8 I L I T Y OF A C H I E V I N G T H I S G O A L 1e 

AS THE ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS OF OUR RECENT LUANR FLIGHT 
SUGGEST, THIS SHRINKING GLOBE IS RAPIDLY BECOMING A SINGLE 
NEIGHBORHOOD. EVEN THE MOST DISTANT NATIONS NOW LIVE CLOSER 

ij'J.iTED OFFICIA~ UsE 
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TO EACH OTHER THAN VILLAGES IN A SINGLE NATION DID NOT A FEW 
CENTURIES AGO. COUNTRIES ARE LEARNING THAT THEY MUST WORK 
TOGETHER FOR COMMONENDS IF ANY ARE TO SURVIVE AND PROSPER IN 
THE NEW WORLD OF INTERDEPENDENCE WHICH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
ARE HELPING TO cREATEo 

WE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS TO THIS END IN RECENT YEARS• 
~EW FORMS OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ARE EVIDENT IN MANY 
AREAS• I BELIEVE THAT THIS PROGRESS WILL CONTINUE, AND 
THAT ONE DAY AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WILL COME INTO BEING 
~HICH IS AS SOLIDLY GROUNDED IN COMMON INTEREST AND 
~OMMON INSTITUTIONS AS NATIONAL COMMUNITIES ARE TODAYo 

I KNOW THAT BOTH OUR COUNTRIES WILL PLAY A PART IN THIS GREAT 
VENTURE• DESPITE MY RETIREMENT FROM THE PRESIDENCY, MY INTEREST 
TN JORDAN°S ROLE AND MY FRIENDSHIP FOR ITS PEOPLE WILL REMAiN 
STRONG, AS WILL MY DEDICATIO~ TO THE GOALS WHICH 80TH OUR 
cOUNTRIFS SHARE. LYNDON B• JOHNSON END QUOTE 

2~ ORIGINAL OF LETTER AND PHOTOGRAPHS BEING POUCHED• 

3& WHITE HOUSE PLANS NO RELEASE THIS MESSAGE, BUT HAS NO 
nRJECTION To RECIPIENT DOING so. 

DECONTROL ON RECEIPT. RUSK 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Suggested Farewell Message from 
President Johnson to King Hussein 

Your Majesty, 

~ As I prepare to leave office, I w.-afft not only to say good-bye 
but also to thank you for helping to make possible cooperation for 
peace and progress between our two countries during my years as 
PresidentG I know that the spirit of friendship and mutual respect 
on which this cooperation has been based will continue and that 
both our peoples will be the better for it. 

r per onal association hie 
has been a source of special gratificatiol},: hrough it, both of 
us were able to gain a better understanding of our nations' prob-
lems and aspirationsG I have been acutely aware of the problems 
that have beset your country and people, and have admired your 
steadfastness and courage in your constructive approach to a 
peaceful solution to these problems. I am hopeful that our mutual 
goal of a peaceful and prosperous Jordan in a peaceful and prosperous 
Middle East will be achieved in the near future, and am convinced 
that our cooperation has advanced the possibility of achieving this 
goalG 

As the enclosed photographs of our recent lunar flight suggest, 
this shrinking globe is rapidly becoming a single neighborhood. 
Even the most distant nations now live closer to each other than 
villages in a single nation did only a few centuries ago. Countries 
are learning that they must work together for connnon ends if any 
are to survive and prosper in the new world of interdependence 
which science and technology are helping to create. 

We have made some progress to this end in recent years. New 
forms of international cooperation are evident in many areaso I 
believe that this progress will continue, and that one day an 
international connnunity will come into being which is as solidly 
grounded in connnon interest and connnon institutions as national 
connnunities are today. 

I know that both our countries will play a part in this great 
venture. Despite my retirement from the Presidency, my interest 
in Jordan's role and my friendship for its people will remain strong~ 

ttffCt'nnTR~si'lea....,. as will my dedication to the goals which both our 
countries share. 

Lyndon Bo Johnson 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

17264 
January 1.5, 1969 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Thank You Message from Prime Minister Talhouni 
of Jordan to President Jol:mson 

There is transmitted a thank you massage from Prime Minister 
Bahjat al-Talhouni of Jordan, acknowledging President Johnson's 
New Year's greeting. The Department believes that no reply is 
required. ··--
- · ····-..--- -------

---~-~~~~ 
g_'.Benjemin H. Read \\ Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Text of Message from Prime Minister 
Talhouni. 
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Text of Message from Prime 
Minister Talhouni to President Johnson 

Your Excellency, 

I have received with sincere thanks your kind message of 
congratulations on 
people of Jordan. 

the occasion of the New Year to me and the 

I avail myself 
excellency and the 
best wishes for con

of this opportunity 
people of the UeS.A. 
tinued prosperity and 

to extend 
my warm gr

progress. 

to your 
eetings and 

Sincerely, 

Bahjat Talhouni 
Prime Minister 
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Washington, D.C. 20520 

17264 
January 1.5, 1969 

MEMORANDUMFOR l•IR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE w1UTE HOUSE 

Subject: Thank You Message from Prime Minister Talhouni 
or Jordan to President Johnson 

There is transmitted a thank you message from Prime Minister 
Bahjat al-Talhouni or Jordan, acknowledging President Johnson's 
NewYear's greeting. The Department believes that no reply is 
required. 

C>-~-~~l-== 
ft.Benjamin H. Read \\ Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Text or Message from Prime Minister 
Talhouni. 





Text of Message from Prime 
Minister Talhouni to President Johnson 

Your Excellency, 

I have received with sincere thanks your kind message of 
congratulations on 
people of Jordan. 

the occasion of the New Year to me and the 

I avail myself 
excellency and the 
best wishes for con

of this opportunity 
people of the UoS.A. 
tinued prosperity and 

to extend 
my warm gr

progress. 

to your. 
eetings and 

Sincerely, 

Bahjat Talhouni 
Prime Minister 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

s/s-17120 
January 13, 1969 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Season's Greetings to the 
President from Prime Minister 
Bahjat Talhouni of Jordan 

Enclosed is a Season's Greeting card to the 
President from Prime Minister Talhouni. Since the 
President has sent a holiday greeting card to the 
Prime Minister, the ~epartment recommends no reply. 

~- ad 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

As stated 
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• DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

S/S-17120 
January 13, 1969 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THEWHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Season's Greetings to the 
President from Prime Minister 
Bahjat Talhouni of Jordan 

Enclosed is a Season's Greeting card to the 
President from Prime Minister Talhouni. Since the 

• President has sent a holiday greeting card to the 
Prime Minister, the Department recommends no reply. 

bl~tit~d 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

As stated 

0 . , ., ~ .. I • t~. • • , I •,... l 
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l• ~LEASE TRANSMIT ~O~LOW~NG NEW YEAR'S MES~AGE§ fROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO THE ~ING AND PRIME MINISTER AL~TALHOUNI 
R~S~EcTIVELY 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

YOUR MAJESTY: ON BEHALF 0~ TH~ AMER~C~N PEO~LE I EXTEND TO 
YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARMi GOOD WISHES FOR A 
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR• AS I APPROA,CH THE END OF -
MY TERM IN OFF! CE, I TRUST THAT THE COMING YEAR WILLl BRING 
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH 1 FOR A JUST AND LAST I NG 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE~ WHICH BOTH-OUR COUNTRIES-SO EARNESTLY 
DESIRE• SINCERELY, LYNDON B JOHNSON END QUOTE BEGIN QLJOTEz 

YOUR EXCELLENCYz AS ONE OF MY LAST OFFlCIAL ACTS, I EXTEND 
TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN SINCERE GREETINGS' •• 
AND BEST WISHES-ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
FDR THE CQM I NG ~EAR• SI NCERELX, LYNDON B JO~NSON END' QUOTE 

2• WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN PUBLISH BUT HAS i O OBJECTION 
SHOULD RECIPIENTS-WISH TO DO §o. IF RECiP1E~Ts DO ~L~~ to 
PUBLISH WOULD APPRECIATE TWENiY•F'OUR HOURS NOTICE SOL -
W~ITE HOUSE MAY-ARRANGE FOR JOINT RELEASE I~ DESIRED• 

3. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. EXEMPT RUSK 

,LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
• "'°' 
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FM SEcSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSYAMMA~ 

L I M I TED OFFl C I_ A ~' US~ ST~ TE 2 9 ~ 7 4 5 

1• ~LEASE TRANSMIT ~OLLOWJNG NEW YEAR'S MES~AGE~ [ROM THE· 
PRESIDENT TO THE ~ING AND PRIME MINISTER AL~TALHOUNI 
R~SPEcT!VELY 

BEGIN QUOTEg 

YOUR MAJESTY• ON BE~ALF 0~ TH~ AMERlC~N PEO~LE I EXTEND TO 
YOU AND TO THE ~EOPLE OF JORDAN GREETINGS ,AND WARM1 GOOD WISHES FOR A 
H~PPY AND PROSPtRouS NE~ jEAR• AS I APPROACH THE END OF • -
MY TERM IN OFFICE, I TRUST THAT THE COMINGYEAR WILLl BRING 
SUB ST ANT I AL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH' FOR A JUST AND LAST I NG 
MfciDLE EAST PEA~E; WHICH BOTH-OUR COU~TRIES-SO EARNESTLY 
D~SIRE• SINCERELY, LYNDON B JOHNSON END QUOTE BEGIN QUOTEi 

YOUR EXCELLENCYa AS ONE OF MY LAST QFFlCIAL ACTS, I EXTEND 
TO YOU AND TO T~E PEOPLE 5F JORDAN ~INCERE· GREETINGS: •• 
AND BEST WISHES-ON BEHALF OF THE pEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE COMING ~EAR• SINCERELX, LYNDON B JO~NSON END QUOTE 

2• WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN PUBLISH BUT HAS NO OBJECTION 
SHbULo RECIPIENTS-WISH TO DO §a. IF RECIPIE~Ts DO PL~~ TO 
PUBLisH WOULD APPRECIATE TWENTY-fQUR HOURS ~OTICE s6~ -
W~ITE HOUSE MAY·A~RAN~E FOR JOINT RELEASE I[ DESIRED• 

3. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. EXEMPT RUSK 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

16624 January 1, 1969 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Acknowledgement of King Hussein to Pres­
ident Johnson's 'Id al-Fitr Greeting 

Enclosed is a thank you message from His Majesty 
King Hussein of Jordan acknowledging President Johnson's 
message of greetings on the occasion of the Moslem 
'Id al-Fitr observance. The De artment recommends 
that no reply be sent to this message. 

wt~ 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Message from King Hussein. 
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His Excellency President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
President of the United States of America. 

I w:sh to thank Your Excellency most sincerely 

for your kind message of felicitations on the occasion 

of 'Id al-Fitr. I take this opportunity to extend to 

Your Excellency my best wishes for your personal 

happiness and the continued prosperity of the 

American people. 

Hussein I 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

16624 
January 1, 1969 

MEMO • WALT W. • OST 
llITE HOUSE 

Subject: Ac~ ledgement of King u sein to Pres­
ident Johnson's 'Id al-Fitr Greeting 

Enclosed is a thank you mes.sage from His Maje ty 
King Hussei of Jordan acknowledgin President .John on's 

essa e of greetin;,s o th occasion of the oslem 
'Id al- itr observ ce. 1e Department reco nds 
that no reply be sent to this mess ge. 

/s/ William S. Shepard 

for enjamin H. Read 
E ecutive Secretary 

ncloE.,ure: 

essage from King Hussei. 
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His Excellency President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
President of the United States of Anerica. 

I w:L h to thank Your Excellency most sincerely 

for your kind messa ,·e of felicitatio on the occasion 

of 'Id al~Fitr. I take this opportunity to extend to 

Your E .. {cellency my best wishes for your personal 

happines and the continued prosperity of the 

Americcn people. 

Hussein I 
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"tell Jim Jones that's allright ... 
to tell Walt Rostow to go over all 
of these and see that they' re all 
allright. 11 
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FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, 0,C, 

Everything is A-OK on this batch. 
Nothing strangeo Only one grammatical 

error which I corrected. ' . 

Doris 
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FROM WALT ROSTOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE WH82939 

Received: Washington Co en 
3;:01 PM FST Saturday 28 n:m·1968 

Rocei ved: LBJ Ranch CommCen 
8: 00 CST Sautrday 28 D:W 1968 

UNCLAS 

DECEMBER28, 1968 

FOLLOWINGARE THREE SETS OF DRAFT NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS TO CHIEFS 
0 STATE OR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT: 

EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC 

10 11ESSAGE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR PR INCE NORODOM SIHANOUK, DUE TO 
THE LACK OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA. IN THE CASES OF 
JAPA1

, THAT PAST PRACTICE BE LAOS AND VIETNAM, STATE RECOMMENDS 
FOLLOWED,AND THAT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES BE SENT ONLY TO PRIME 
1INISTER SATO OF JAPAN, KING SRI SAVANGVATTHANAOF LAOS AND 
PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU OF VIETNAM. 

DEAR LORD CASEY: 

DURING 1969 WE HAVE TAKEN IMPORTANT STEPS 
TOWARDSPEACE ON THIS EARTH. WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN 
A GIANT STEP INTO THE UNIVERSE THAT LIES BEYOND 
OUR EARTH. IN BOTH OF THESE HISTORIC ENDEAVORS, 
AUSTRALIAAND THE UNITED STATES ARE PARTNERS. 
YOUR CONTR BUTION HAS BEEN INVALUABLE. LET US 
CONTIN E TO WORK TOGETHERTO MAKE 1969 A YEAR OF 
EVEN CLOSER PARTNERSHIP AND FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARDS 
THE GOALS WE SHARE. 

WARMESTBEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR TO 
YOU AND TO ALL AUSTRALIANS, 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

LORD CASEY, P.C., G.C.M.G., C.H., 
GOVERNORGENERALOF AUSTRALIA. 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

YOUR FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE HAS BEEN A YEAR 
OF FRUITFUL COLLABORATION BETWEENUS. I HAVE 
ENJOYEDOUR ASSOCIATION, AND YOUR VISIT TO THIS COUNTRY 
LAST t'1A Y U ILL LONG BE REMEMBERED. I AM CONFIDENT 
THAT UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP AUSTRALIA WILL CONTINUE 
TO WORK OUT ITS DESTINY AS ONE OF THE GRiAT FREE 
NATIONS OF THE PACIFIC. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS ME IN 
SENDING YOU AND MRS. GORTON OUR WARM PERSONALREGARDS 
AD BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR. 



I'll· Ull,Hl' }(tlN JU\l\l.< 
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PP .ME I\J lN ISTE: , 
GOVERNMENTOF CEYLON, 

COLOMBO. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I TAKE THE OCCASION OF OUR NEW YEAR TO 
EXTENDTO YOU, AND THROUGH YOU, TO ALL THE CITIZENS 
OF ISRAEL, MY FOND HOPE THAT THE YEAR 1969 WILL MARK 
THE BEGINNING OF THAT PEACE ENVISIONED BY THE PROPHETS 
OF OLD AND SO DESPERATELY NEEDEDBY ALL MEN OF TODAY. 
IN THE YEARS TO COME I WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW WITH 
SYMPATHYAND CONFIDENCE ISRAEL'S PURSUIT OF A JUST AND 
LAST ING PEACE. 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
·ZALMANSHAZAR, 

PRESIDENT, 
JERUSALEM. 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

AS WE IN THE UNITED STATES PREPARE TO CELEBRATE 
THE DAWN OF A NEW YEAR I SEND YOU MY PERSONAL 
GREETING AND EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR FRIEND­
SHIP THROUGHOUT WITH THIS MESSAGEMY ADMINISTRATION. 
GOES MY FERVENT HOPE FOR THE ADVENT OF A JUST AND 

\LASTING PEACE TO THE MIDDLE EAST. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS 
ME IN WISHING YOU AND MRS. ESHKOL "SHALOM". 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
LEVI ESHKOL, 

PRIM E M IN I STER, 
JERUSALEM. 

YOURMAJESTY: 

, ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I EXTENDTO YOU AND TO 
THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARM GOOD WISHES 
FOR A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. AS I APPROACH 
THE END OF MY TERM IN OFFICE, I TRUST THAT THE COMING 
YEAR WILL BR-NG SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH FOR 
A JUST AND LASTING MIDDLE EAST PEACE, WHICH BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIESSO EARNESTLY DESIRE. 

SINCERELY, 

HIS MAJ STY 
HUSSEINI, 

AMMAN. 

YOUR EXCELLE CY: 

AS ONE OF MY LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, I EXTENDTO YOU AND 
TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN SINCERE GREETINGS AND BEST 
WISHESON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 

' THE COMI G YEAR. 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELE CY 
BAHJAT AL-TALHOUNI, 

PRIME MINISTER, 
A MAN. 

I SE~jD YOU MY WARMEST ON THE WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS 
OCCASI01 OF THE NEW YEAR, 1969. ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
W ITED STATES I EXPRESS MY PLEASURE THAT WE WERE RECENTLY ABLE 
TO WELCOME YOU AS A DISTINGUISHED GUEST TO OUR COUNTRY AND MY, 

HA KFULi'ESS ~OR YOUR SAFE RETURN TO YOUR OWN LAND. 

I C01 CLUDING MYTER·1 OF OFFICE, I EXTENDTO YOUR HIGHNESS,. 
Aim THROUGH YOU, THE PEOPLE OF KUWAIT MY WARMEST GOOD WISHES 
FOR CONTINUED HEALTHAND PROSPERITY. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

,,tell Jim Jones that's allright ••• 
t·o tell Walt Rostow to go over all 
of these and see that they're all 

allright. 11 
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12/29/68 
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FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, O.C, 

Everything is A-OK on this batch. 
Nothing strangeo Only one grammatical 
error which I corrected. 

Doris 
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EEA886 Received: Waahington Co en 
00 WTElO J:01 P EST Saturday 28 DEXr1968 
DE WTE 4 70 l 

Received: LBJ Ranch ConunCen 
FR01 WALT ROSTOW 8:00 PM CST Sautrday 28 DEC 1968 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE WH82939 

UNCLAS 

DECEMBER28, 1968 

FOLLOWINGARE THREE SETS OF DRAFT NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS TO CHIEFS 
OF STATE OR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT: 

EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC 

NO MESSAGE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK, DUE TO 
THE LACK OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA. IN THE CASES OF 
JAPAN, LAOS AND VIETNAM, STATE RECOMMENDS THAT PAST PRACTICE BE 
FOLLOWED,AND THAT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES BE SENT ONLY TO PRIME 
A NISTER SATO OF JAPAN, KING SRI SAVANGVATTHANAOF LAOS AND 
PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU OF VIETNAM. 

DEAR LORD CASEY: 

DURING 1969 WE HAVE TAKEN IMPORTANT STEPS 
TOWARDSPEACE ON THIS EARTH. WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN 
A GIANT STEP INTO THE UNIVERSE THAT LIES BEYOND 
OUR EARTH. IN BOTH OF THESE HISTORIC ENDEAVORS, 
AUSTRALIAAND THE UNITED STATES ARE PARTNERS. 
YOUR CONTRIBUTION HAS BEEN INVALUABLE. LET US 
CONTINUETO WORK TOGETHERTO MAKE 1969 A YEAR OF 
VEN CLOSER PARTNERSHIP AND FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARDS 

THE GOALS WE SHARE. 

WARMESTBEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR TO 
YOU AND TO ALL AUSTRALIANS, 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

LORD CASEY, P.C., G.C.M.G., C.H., 
GOVERNORGENERALOF AUSTRALIA. 

DEAR MR. ?RIME MINISTER: 

YOUR FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE HAS BEEN A YEAR 
OF FRUITFUL COLLABORATION BETWEENUS. I HAVE 
ENJOYEDOUR ASSOCIATION, AND YOUR VISIT TO THIS COUNTRY 
LASTf AY WILL LONG BE REMEMBERED. I AM CONFIDENT 
TAT UJDER YOUR LEADERSHIP AUSTRALIA WILL CONTINUE 
TO WORK OUT ITS DESTINY AS ONE OF THE GRiAT FREE 
NATIO~S OF THE PACIFIC. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS ME IN 
SENDI G YOU AND MRS. GORTON OUR WARM PERSONALREGARDS 
AND BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR. 



V 

THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
DUDLEYSENANAYAKE, 

PJ IM E M IN I STER , 
GOVERNriENTOF CEYLON, 

COLOrno. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I TAKE THE OCCASION OF OUR NEW YEAR TO 
EXTENDTO YOU, AND THROUGH YOU, TO ALL THE CITIZENS 
OF ISRAEL, MY FOND HOPE THAT THE YEAR 1969 WILL MARK 
THE HEGINNitG OF THAT PEACE ENVISIONED BY THE PROPHETS 
OF OLD AND SO DESPERATELY NEEDED BY ALL MEN OF TODAY. 
IN TH YEARS TO COME I WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW WITH 
sy·~PAT HY AND CONFIDENCE ISRAEL'S PURSUITQ}t A JUST AND 
LAST ING PEACE. 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
ZALMA SHAZAR, 

PRESIDENT, 
JERUSALEM. 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

AS WE Ir THE UNITED STATES PREPARE TO CELEBRATE 
THE DAWN OF A NEW YEAR I SEND YOU MY PERSONAL 
GREETING AND EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR FRIEND­
SHIP THROUGHOUT WITH THIS MESSAGEMY ADMINISTRATION. 
GOES MY FERVENT HOPE FOR THE ADVENT OF A JUST AND 
LASTING PEACE

1 
TO THE MIDDLE EAST. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS 

MEIN WISHING YOU AND MRS. ESHKOL "SHALOM". 

SINCERELY, 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
LEVI ESHKOL, 

PRIMEMIN I STER, 
JERUSALEM. 

YOUR MAJESTY: 

, ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLEI EXTENDTO YOU AND TO 
THE PEOPLE O JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARM GOOD WISHES 
FOR A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. AS I APPROACH 
THE END OF MY TERM IN OFFICE, I TRUST THAT THE COMING 
YEAR WILL BRING SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESSIN THE SEARCH FOR 
A JUST AND LASTING MIDDLE EAST PEACE, WHICH BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIESSO EARNESTLY DESIRE. 

SINCERELY, 

HIS MAJESTY 
HUSSEINI, 

AMMAN. 

YOUR EXCELLENCY: 

AS O 1E OF vY LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, I EXTEND TO YOU AND 
TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDANSINCERE GREETINGS AND BEST 
WISHES ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 

~ THE COMIG YEAR. 

SINCERELY, 

S E CEL E ·cy 
BAHJAT AL-TALHOUNI, 

PRI 11E MINISTER, 
AMMAN. 

YOUf< H I G H ESS : 

I SEJD YOU MY WARMEST ON THE WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS 
OCCASIO O T.E NEW YEAR, 1969. ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UUr ED STATES EXPRESS MY PLEASURE THAT WE WERE RECENTLY ABLE 
TO WELCO~E YOU AS A DISTINGUISHED GUEST TO OUR COUNTRY AND MY, 
THAJKFU .. , SS OR YOUR SAFE RETURN TO YOUR OWN LAND. 

I~ CO•C UDING MY TERM OF OFFICE, I EXTEND TO YOUR HIGHNESS,. 
tdD THROUGHYOU, THE PEOPLE OF KUWAIT MY WARMEST GOOD WISHES 
FOR CONTil UED HEALTH AND PROSPERITY. 



D:8PAtl.Tl,1ENTOF STATE 

Suer. est_~_ Hessaf!e 

. Your Naj esty: 

On behalf of the .American people; it is my great 

·pl.ea$ure to extend sincere greetings and warmest good 

wishes to you and to the people of Jordan on the 

occasion of 'Id al-Fitr. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Your Majesty: 

On behalf of the .American people, it is my great 

pleasure to extend sincere greetings and warmest good 

wishes to you and to the people of Jordan on the 

occasion of 'td al-Fi tr. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 
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Your Excellency: 

~ one of my last official 
::r:: 

acts, to you and to the people of Jordan 

sincere greetings and best wishes on behalf of the 

people of the United States for the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

Ig 1211 !S. !fol 

His Excellency 

Bahjat al-Talhouni, 

Prime Minister, 

Amman. 
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Your Majesty: 

Onbehalf of the 
/Irr,r.'~o>r'l ::r 

~extend to you and to 

the people of Jordan greetings and warm good wishes 

for a happy and prosperous New Year. As I approach 

the end of my term in office, I trust that the coming 

year will bring substantial progress in the search for 

a just and lasting Middle East peace, which both our 

countries so earnestly desire. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 

Hussein I, 

Ammani 

II 
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SUBJ• 'ID•AL·F!T~ ME§SAG~S 

J• PLS DELIVER ~OLLOWING TO KING HUSSEIN AT APPROPRIATE TIMEI 
QTE• YOURMAJESTY, .. ON BEHALF.OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, IT' , 
IS MY GREAT PLEASURE TO EXTENDSiNCERE' GREETINGS AND' WARMEST 
GOOD WISHES TO XOQ AND TO THE-PEOPLE OF JORDAN ON THE O~CAS!O~ 

0OF •1D AL•FITR". 
,LYNDON B• JOHNS~N LJNQJE 

2, WHITE HOUSE D~ES NOT PLAN RELEASE BUT HAS NO OBJECTION IF 
GOJ WISHES TO DO ~O• RUSK 

LIMITED OEFICIA~ USE 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washin[;ton, D.C. 20520 

December 27, 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Presidential New Year's Greetings 
to Near Eastern Chiefs of State 
and/or Heads of Government 

Enclosed are proposed New Year's Greetings prepared 
by the Department from the President to -~e_a'f-~?-_stern _ -------, 
Chiefs of State and/or Heads of Government. l No messages \ 

- - - ----· ·--- ·--~ -------------
( have been prepared for Greece, the UAR~ Yemen, Iraq, Syria 

or the People's Republic of Southern Yemen. 

Owing to the delicate nature of our relations with 
Greece, the Department does not believe it appropriate to 
send Presidential messages to either the King, who is still 
absent from Greece, or to Prime Minister Papadopoulos. 
We do not address routine messages to the Regent. This 
policy is the same as the one followed in the preparation 
of the President's 1968 New Year's Greeting. 

It would not be appropriate to send Presidential 
messages to the UAR, Yemen, Iraq or Syria which, broke 
relations with us in June 1967. 

In view of the accusation by President Qahtan al-Shaabi 
of the People's Republic of Southern Yemen that the United 
States was attempting to bring down his regime ("New York 
Times", December 26, page 8), we also do not believe it 
appropriate to send him Presidential New Year's Greetings. 

A message has not been prepared for Prime Minister 
Hoveyda of Iran. Conceivably such a message might detract 
from the message to the Shah, and the Prime Minister has 
received several substantive messages resulting from his 
visit to the United States earlier this month. 



/ 

- 2 -

In or er to enable the posts to ensure timely delivery 
we would hope to transmit the approved messages telegraphically 
before December 31. 

\ 

ii. f!\ 
. 
' r, "' ◄ 

" " ;I ''. ,.., ~ ' ', .. ' \ ~--4' 
\ ,1 ~ • ,... y

Be'nj amin H.. Read 
Executive Secretary 

n 

Enclosures: 

As stated 
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BKS: 

Ro ·er revised the messa es to th Presi ent an Prime Minister of In ia a 

the Kine: an Priln Mi lister of ep lo I r · • • t on to the Shah of Irano 

T 1es are the first things att.che · tho ther with the messa..;es th :y replace. 

None of this has een clear with t~te, ut the only possi le pro lem is 

my referenco to Hovi ~a1s visito 

Stat forgot th messa • to Prime Minister :temir 1 of Turk y, ut will sen J 

one first thing Honclayo Roger is takin • up whether the Prime Minister of Afe;hanistan 

should ·et am ssa with Stateo W ave no m ssa e for Le cii.non, ut Hoger Davies 

t/ 1/qc-t~vlthinks one was written an is che in..;o-

To lir.linat " I wish to xt nQ gr ting n wordin.r the followi • c anges should 

e ma· : 

To Senanayak -- e et 'wish to" in the con lineo 

To Shaz r- elet ttwish to~ in t e first lin o 

To Es ko -- elete 11wish to• in the secon;l lineo 

To H ssei -- ~in "On behalf of th American peopl I exte ] to ~rouooon 
y 

To Talhouni-1Legin "As one of my last official acts, I extenJ to yo ~oo" 

To the Amir of Kuwait-- e in "I send you my warmest wishes.00 11, ,,/"""' 
thir V 

let ''woul like to" in the 11.f/i lin 

o Ayu. -- elet 1twish ton in the first line o (.,/' 

To Fa· sal-- .el te "would like to'tt in the first line o 

John .r'oster 

https://sal--.el
https://wishes.00
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UNCLA -STATE 294513 

SUBJECT• PRESJDENT·•s· ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CONGRATULATORY MESSAG~ 
F'ROM KI NG HUSSE:X N ON APOLLO, EI GH;f" 

REF 1a AMMAN 8093 
1 e PLE ~SE 1 DEL 'I VER FOLLOW I NG ACKNOWLEDGEMENT' MESSAGE FROM 
F>RES I DENT JOHNSON T0 1 K'I NG· HUSSEIN. 

QTE:a YOUR MAJESTY 1 

ON BEHALF, OF' THE;. AMER I CAN PEOPLE: I THANK YOU FOR YOUR MES~AGE 
ON THE OCCASION OF TH COMPLETION' OF THE 1 APOLl..O VI I I MISS I ON• 

THE' ACHIEVEMENT OF APOLLO· VI I I AND· I TS GALL~ TN CREW IS AN HISTORIC 
STEP IN MAN• s· SEARCH' FOR KNOWLEDGE' OF THE L,JNI VERSE IN WH1I CH HE' 
L I VE S, AND HER AL D S • A BR ,I G HT NEW ER A OF, E X PLO RA T ·1 0 N AND 
S C I E Nl I F I C I N V E S TI G A T I N ,o C O L • BO R MA N , C A P T , ~ 0 V E L L , AN D L T 
COL~ ANDERS JOIN ME IN' TH1S EXPRESSION OF APPRECI~ON FOR YouR 
KIND WORDS0 

SINCERELY, 
LYNDON B• JOHNSON UNQTE. 
2 ct WHfl TE .HOUSE DOES NOiT PLAN PUBL'I SH BUT HAS' NO 0B JEC TI ON S~OULD 
KI NG WI SH TO D0 1 SO• Ip: PALACE· DOES PLAN TO PUBLISH WOULD 
APPRECiATE 24 H00RS NOTlCE SO WHlTE HOUSE MAY ARRANGE 1 

JO·I NT" RELEASE t Fi DES"I RED'• RUSK 

UN CL ASS 'I F I ED 
1/7 
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l6lt30 

EXDIS 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. VfALT ROSTOV/ 
THE \VI-UT!!; HOUSE 

. Subject: The P1~esident'_s Reply to King Hussein's L..ctte1~ 

Encfosed is a suggested re ply from the President to 
King Hussein's ).(:;)tter of November 30. Although we initially 
rccorn.me:ncled thrrt there was no need for a response, our 
Alnbassa.dor in An1.man. suhseque11tly reported that Hussein 
was expecting a reply. We believe now that failure to 
t"espond 111ight be misinterpreted and concur in the Al"n.bassadol~'s • 
str,mg recor.nr11endaticm that a x·eply be sent. 

• 8kg {y_,(M. 

Benjamin H, Read r 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 
Suggested reply to 

•King Hussein 

SECRET 

. .GROUP 3 
Downgra.cled a.t 12-year intervals; 

not automatically declassified. 
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Your Majesty: 

I appreciate the frarik expbsition 6£ your concerns 

and. problems regarding. the general- area sit:uation an·d 

that of Jorda~ in particular as -c~ntained in yotir letter 

of November·30. I belie~e it is indicative of close and 

· ·friendly US°"Jordanian t:ies and of your pe1:sonal confidet1.ce 

. in m~ that you feel free to express your views in such a 

direct manner. 

In the past.difficult eighteen months.we have played 

an active role in support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts 

to bring a just peace in the framewo1:k of the Security 

-Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain 

that the new administration will give priority attention 

to ~ttainment of peace in the Near East. 
\ 
·since this will most probably be our last exchange 

of correspondence before I relinquish office as President) 

I reaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership, 

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 
! King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,· 

Amman,· 

• I 
I 

. '5 . 

. ·, . //•3..()/ 

https://months.we
https://confidet1.ce
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. over the p~st months. I wish you success in your 

:··::·<.<<·determina.tion to bring peace, justice and prospe~ity 
• '~·:·~-'......_.··.• 

~-"t~·your peopleo • Your constructive goals have my ~upport:: 
·, 

···and_ that of my country, and I feel confident that my 

·succ~ssor will view your pra sewor~hy ~spirations in a 

similar 1 ight. • 

• • · With warmest .. personal_ regard~, 

• •• •·._.• •. 1· Sincerely, 

Lyntjon B. Johrison 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

16430 
December 25, 1968 

EXDIS 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: The President's Reply to King Hussein's Letter 

Enclosed is a suggested reply from the President to 
King Hussein's letter of November 30. Although we initially 
recommended that there was no need for a response, our 
Ambassador in Amman subsequently reported that Hussein 
was expecting a reply. We believe now that failure to 
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's 
strong recommendation that a reply be sent. 

81-1(2,~ . 
Benjamin H. Read I' 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 
Suggested reply to 

King Hussein 

_ SFCREYP 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 

not automatically declassified. 



DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Reply 

Your Majesty: 

I appreciate the frank exposition of your concerns 

and problems regarding the general area situation and 

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter 

of November 300 I believe it is indicative of close and 

friendly US-Jordanian ties and of your personal confidence 

in me that you feel free to express your views in such a 

direct manner0 

In the past difficult eighteen months we have played 

an active role in support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts 

to bring a just peace in the framework of the Security 

Council Resolution of November 22, 19670 I feel certain 

that the new administration will give priority attention 

to attainment of peace in the Near East. 

Since this will most probably be our last exchange 

of correspondence before I relinquish office as President, 

I reaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership, 

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 

I 1-..J-o I 
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over the past months. I wish you success in your 

determination to bring peace, justice and prosperity 

to your peopleo Your constructive goals have my support 

and that of my country, and I feel confident that my 

successor will vi~w your praiseworthy aspirations in a 

similar lighto 

With warmest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon Bo Johnson 
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1. Piease deliver the following message to King Hussein from the 

President: QUOTE Your Majesty: I appreciate the frank exposition 

of your concerns and problems regarding the general area situation and 

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter of November 30. 

I believe it is indicative of close and friendly US-Jordanian ties and of 

your personal confidence in me that you feel free to express your views 

in such a direct manner. 

2. In the past difficult eighteen months we have played an active role in 

support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts to bring a just peace in the frame­

work of the Security Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain 

that the new administration will give priority attention to attainment of 

peace in the Near East. 

3. Since this will most probably be our last exchange of correspondence before 

---Lrelinquish office as President, I reaffirm my great admiration for your _J • 

NEA:PT-Ha°"rt f:1 ~ IO:JJSisco 
NEA/ ARN :TWSeely~') WHITE HOUSE -
NEA/IAI:ALAtherto~ S/S -

..s.ECRB'll 
Classification 
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Page_ 2 __ of telegram to____ A_M_M_A_N _ 

SECRET 
Classi/ica tion 

wise leadership, gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried over the 7 
past months. I wish you success in your determination to bring peace, justice and 

prosperity to your people. Your constructive goals have my support and that of 

my country, and I feel confident that my successor will view your praiseworthy 

aspirations in a similar light. With warmest personal regards, Lyndon B. 

Johnson. END QUOTE. 

GP-3. 

END 

L _J 

FORM DS-322A 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

16430 SECRET ~ 

EXDIS 
December 25, 1968 

MEMORANDUM· FOR MR. WALT ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: The President's Reply to King Hussein's Letter 

Enclosed is a suggested reply from the President to 
King Hussein's letter of November 30. Although we initially 
recommended that there was no need for a response, our 
Ambassador in Amman subsequently reported that Hussein 
was expecting a reply. We believe now that failure to 
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's 
strong recommendation that a reply be sent. 

Bl-lg ~ . 
Benjamin H. Read r 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 
Suggested reply to 

King Hussein 

SECRET -

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 

not automatically declassified. 



DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Reply 

Your Majesty: 

I appreciate the frank exposition of your concerns 

and problems regarding the general area situation and 

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter 

of November 300 , I believe. it is indicative of close and 

friendly US-Jordanian ties and of your personal confidence 

in me that you feel free to express your views in such a 

direct mannero 

In the past difficult eighteen months we have played 

ar:i active role in support of Ambas·sador Jarring' s efforts 

to bring a just peace in the framework of the Security 

Council Resolution of November 22, 19670 I feel certain 

that the new administration will give priority attention 

to attainment of peace in the Near East. 

Since this will most probably be our last exchange 

of correspondence before I relinquish office as President, 

I reaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership, 

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 



- 2 -

over the past months. I wish you success in your 

determination to bring peace, justice and prosperity 

to your peopleo Your constructive goals have my support 

and hat of my con· y nd conf·d nt th t my 

successor will vi~w your praiseworthy aspirations in a 

similar lighto 

With warmest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon Bo Johnson 
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1. Piease deliver the following message to King Hussein from the 

President: QUOTE Your Majesty: I appreciate the frank exposition 

of your concerns and problems regarding the general area situation and 

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter of November 30. 

I believe it is indicative of close and friendly US-Jordanian ties and of 

your personal confidence in me that you feel free to express your views 

in such a direct manner. 

2. In the past difficult eighteen months we have played an active role in 

support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts to bring a just peace in the frame­

work of the Security Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain 

that the new administration will give priority attention to attainment of 

peace in the Near East. 

3. Since this will most probably be our last exchange of correspondence before 

--L..relinquish office as President, I reaffirm my great admiration for your _J 

Under Secretary 
~~ ~ 

NEA:PTt-Iart (, ~ IO:JJSisco~ 
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( wise leadership, gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried over the 7 
past months. I wish you success in your determination to bring peace, justice and 

prosperity to your people. Your constructive goals have my support and that of 

my country, and I feel confident that my successor will view your praiseworthy 

aspirations in a similar light. With w:armest personal regards, Lyndon B. 

Johnson. END QUOTE. 
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REF'1 AMMAN768'+ 

l• PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO KING HUSSEIN FROM 
THE PRESI DENT I • .QUOTE YOUR1MAJESTY I I APPRECIATE. THE F"RANK 
E~POSiTION OF YOU~ CONCERNS A~O PROBLEMS REGARDING, THE GENERAL 
ARE A S I TU AT I ON ANDTHAT' 0 F JO RO AN I N PART'I CULAR AS' CONT A I NED 
I N YOuR L ETT ER 6F - NOVEMBER3 0 ; I BEL·IEV E I T I S IND I C AT·tVE 
OF' CLOSE AND FRIENDLY us-JORDANIAN! TIES AND-OF'YOUR PERSONAL,. 
CdNFioENCE IN ME: T~AT YOU-FEELt FREE TQ: EXPRESS: YOUR VIEWS· IN 
S~CH A DIRECT MANNER• • • • • 

2• IN THE PAST DifFICULT EIGHTEENMONTHS WE HAVE PL~YED 
AN ACT I VE ROLE. IN .. SUPPORT OF AMBASSADOR JARRING' S EFFORTS 
TO BRING A JUST 'PEACE IN THE FR~MEWORK' OF' .THE SECURITY touNciL 
RESOLUTION OF NOVEMBER 22,. 1967, 1 FE!:'.l. CERTAIN THAT THE • 
NEW ADMINISTRATION WIL.L GIVE PRIORITY ·ATTENTION T01 A.:TTAINMENT 
Of PEACE IN THEN~~~ EAST, - - • 

3• SINCE THI$ ~l~L MOS! PROBAB~Y-Bi OUR. LA§T EXCHANG~OF 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE &lgf~~IZ~TION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

~ . 
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P~G~ 02 STAT~ 2~2!~2 

CORRESPONDENCEBEFORE I RELINQU1SH OFFICE AS PRESIDENT, I 
REAFFIRM MY GRE~!-ADMIRATION ~OR YOUR WISE ~EADERSHIP, GALLANTRY 
ANO COURAGE WHICH HAVE BEEN SO SEVERELY TRIED OVER! THE PAST 
MONTHS• I WISH YOU SUCCESS IN YOUR DETERMINATION TO; BRING 
PEACE, JUSTICE AND PROSPERlTY TO iOUR.PtOPL~• YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE 
GOALS HAVE MY SUPPORT AND THAT 0~ MY COUNTRY, AND I FEEL • 
CONFIDENT THAT MY-SUCCESSOR WiLL, VliW YOUR PRAISEWOR~HY I ASPIRATIONS IN A SyMILAR LIGHT• WITH WARMEST PERSONAL EGARo~, 
LYNDON B• JOHNSON~ END QUOTE; 
G8 3• 
RUSK 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE L '7 

WASHINGTON i} 
Wednesday, December 25, 1968 
11: 50 AM 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a proposed response to King 
Hussein's letter to the President. 

Our ambassador in Jordan now believes a 
response is appropriate. 

The draft is simply a courteous 
statement bridging the time until the 
new Administration takes hold and 
makes its Middle East dispositions. 



0EPARTM ENT OF" STATE 
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Wuhlntlon, D.C. 20520 
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16430 -SECRET 

Deoember·2$, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT ROSTOW 
THE _WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: The Pl"eside1it's Rep~y to King Hussein•s Letter 

Enclosed is a suggested reply fron.1. the President to 
King Hussein's lette1" of November 30. .Although we initially 
recomrrtended t.hat the1•e. was no need for a response, our 
l\.mbassador in Am.man subseq'1e11tly reported that Hussein 
was expecting a reply. \Ve believe now that failu1"e to 
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's 
strong recommendation that .a reply be sent. 

81112,~ . 
Benjamin H. Read "f' 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 
Suggested reply to 

King Hussein 

-SECRET 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 

not autom.atically declassified, 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Suggested Reply 

".iou.r Majesty: 

·I appreciate the frank exposition of your concerns 

and problems regarding the general area situation and 

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter 

of November 30. I believe it is indicative of close and 
' . . 

friendly US-Jordanian ties and of your personal confidence 

in me that you feel. free to express your views·. in such a 

direct manner, 

In the past difficult eighteen.months we have played 

an active role in support of .Ambassador Jarring• s efforts 

. to bring a just peace in. the framework of the Security 

Council· Resolution of November 22, 1967" I feel certa.in 
. . 

that the new administr8tion will give priority attention 

to attain~ent of peace in the Near East. 

~ince this will most probably be our last ex.change_ 

of correspondence before I relinquish office as President, 

I reaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership, 

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried 

His Majesty 
Hussein I, 

King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Amman. 

https://certa.in
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over the past months. I wish you success in your 

determination to bring peace, justice and prosperity 

to your people. Your Qonstructive goals have my support 

and that of my country, and I feel confident that my 

successor will view your praiseworthy aspirations in a 

similar light. 

With warmest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

. I 



/ ~ cJ.#' 
0~ ~ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington. O.C. 20520 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE16149 December 18, 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTO/
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Messages 
Occasion of 1 Id al-Fitr 

Enclosed are proposed Presidential messages to King Faisal of 
Saudi Arabia, Acting Amir Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah of Kuwait, President 
Qahtan al-Shaabi of Southern Yemen, King Hussein of Jordan~ Prime 
Minister Yafi of Lebanon, President Ayub of Pakistan, and King Zahir 
of Afghanistan on the occasion of 1 Id al-Fitr (Feast of Fastbreaking). 
The Feast will be celebrated on or about December 21, 1968. This is 
the second most important religious holiday in the Muslim year and 
messages of congratulations are traditionally sent to heads of state 
or government in Muslim countries. 

The Ruler of Kuwait will be in Washington, D. c. and we are 
proposing a similar Presidential message to him in a separate 
memorandum. 

/J' 
""'·· 

I 

u 11/; /},j
la -CN~-~ ~ '{) ;-- ' 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 0 

-Messages for 1 Id al-Fitr to: 

1. King Faisal 
2. Acting Amir, Kuwait 
3. President al-Shaabi 
4. King Hussein 
5. Prime Minister Yafi 
6. President Ayub 
7. King Zahir 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

December 11~ 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from King Hussein to 
President Johnson Replying 
to the President's Message 
of October 11, 1968 

Enclosed is King Hussein's signed letter of 
November 30, 1968 to the President. Embassy Amman 
telegraphed the text to the Department on December 2. 
My memorandum to you of December 5, 1968 transmitted 
the text and recommended-noreply: 

Secretary 

Enclosures: 

1. King Hussein's Letter 
2. Copy of My Memorandum,December 5 
3. Copy of Embassy Amman's Covering 

Airgram 

....sECRET/EXDIS 

1r 
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Wasningtor,, D.C. 20520 

JEGRE'f /EX DIS December 5, 1968 
15778 

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE 'WHITE HOUSE 

... ~ .. .. ' 
4 ~ '-_.,. • ~ .... '~ -~ 

Su~ject: King Hussein's Reply to the President's 
Message 

Transmitted as an enclosure is King Hussein's reply to the 
President's message of October 11. As you will recall, the occasion 
for the President's message was our announcement to open negotiations 
for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel. The message was 
designed to reassure the King that these negotiations in.no way 
prejudiced USG support for the Jarring Mission or for Jordan. 

The King is obviously very upset with the proposed sale of 
Phantoms to Israel. His sharply worded reply to the President 
reflects the great strains placed upon him during the past mouths.· 
A principal thrust of the King's reply is that alleged Israeli 
intransigence and alleged United States' passivity in the face of 
this intransigence impedes a peaceful settlement in the Middle East. 
Other points made by the King include: (1) the proposed Phantom 
sale directly contradicts our profession of support for the Jarring 
Mission; (2) Jordan has suffered from Israeli military actions since 
the June 1967 war, particularly from aircraft supplied to Israel by 
the United States; (3) Jordan's marked military inferiority to Isra~l 
requires a military quid pro quo for Jordan to offset the Phantoms; 
(4) the United States' connnitment to the territorial integrity of 
Jordan continues to be violated by Israeii occupation; (5) Uo S. 
actions and positions on the Middle East problem are making it diffi• 
cult for Hussein and other moderate Arabs to justify their close • 
ties with the United States. 

Our Ambassador in Jordan has a continuing dialogue with the King 
and there is no need for a further response on the part of the Presi• 
dent. A signed copy of the letter has been sent by pouch. 

Enclosure: 
Text of King Hussein's Message 

r §EeRET/EXDIS - GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12 year intervals; 

not automatically declassified 
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SUBJECT: 

Ameir.bassy AMMAN DATE: December .5, 1968 

Message from King Hussein to President Johnson in Reply to 
the President's Message of October 11, 1968 

REF 

r 

.Amman7684, State 2.53744 

EXDIS 
11tJ ;tie 

The enclosed sealed envelope contains a letter from King Hussein 
to President Johnson replying to the President's message of 
October 11, 1968 (State 253744). The text was cabled in Arnw..an 
7684. The King's letter was transmitted to the ID:nbassy under 
cover of a letter from Secretary General of the Royal Court, 

7 

Zaid Rifa'i, requesting that it be forwarded to the President. 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ OJ-id7t> 
By~ NARA,Dar,:~-L> ~ 

THB ROYAL PALACB, 

Amman, Jordan, 

November 30th, 1968. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I appreciated receiving yo~r message of October 11th, 1968. 

Unfortunately it confirmed my premonition that the United State• would 

decide to aupply Israel with (Air Superiority) Phantom Jet Aircraft. 

In your message, Sir, you expressed the hope that I would understand 

the circumatances which led you to take this action. Frankly, I could not help 

but be more disillusioned by thie action. Ae you are aware, Mr. President, 

I have doae, and will continue to do, all that ie humanly possible in the 

hope of clearing the way to a just, honourable, and thus lasting peace 

in our area. I am willingly taking great political and other risks in my 

endeavours to achieve that objective. If we have been unable to make any 

eubstantial progress towards peace, it is because of Israel's intransigence 

and failure to make any substantial contributionsand conceeeione towards 

that end, ae well as Israel's obvious territorial ambitions which she often 

shrouds under the guise of "National Security". 

I strongly believe that the supply of Phantoms to Israel, if it 

does not increase her belligerent ambitions, then it certainly does not 

contribute towards curtailing them. The continuous flow of arms into Israel 

may only encourage her intransigent attitude, and thus, I fail to see how 

the decision on the Phantoms would not in any way diminish your support for 

Ambassador Jarring'• efforts. 

I quite agree that our search for peace in the area will be 

facilitated if a meticulous balance of power between the States concerned 

were possible to achieve, but I submit that Jordan continues to be left 

out when calculations regarding armaments are made. Jordan is the only 

country involved in the June war which hae not yet satisfactorily replenished 

her military losses in the war, and Jordan has been the only country to 

bear the fury of the new American aircraft that have been supplied to 

Israel since the war. Some might argue that the Baatern armaments of the 

U.A.R. and other Arab States may well have tipped the balance in favour of 

the Arabs. I wish to assure, Sir, and in all frankness, that after studying 

the 1948 armed conflict, witnessing and narrowly missing entanglement in the 

1966 clash and living through the 196? so-called war, where the Air Forces 

of the U.A.R. and others were nearly all completely wiped out by Israel, which 

.PRESERVA"flON COP't 



( 2 ) 

has always enjoyed the advantage of superior preparation in every respect 

as well as the advantage of striking the first blow, I am not consoled by 

all this superiority in armament quantity and quality that the Arab camp 

is said to enjoy. In fact, I am far more worried and far more apprehensive 

regarding the eventual fate of my people and armed forces who will be even 

more inadequately equipped and threatened when Israel receives the Phantoms. 

I believe it is only fair that Jordan should also receive its share of its 

legitimate requirements for defense from its traditional sources of supply. 

I hope that our requests from the United States Government would be 

favourably considered. The Jordanian Chief of Staff, Lt. General Amer Khammash 

is ready to leave for Washington D.C., whenever officials in Washington are 

ready to meet with him for this purpose. 

Ae for your commitment regarding the territorial integrity of Jordan, may 

I please remind you, Mr. President, that this integrity has been violated for 

over a year and a half. If no pressure can be exerted by the United States on 

Israel to accept a peaceful settlement to the problem, then the United States, 

in keeping with her commitments to us, should at least refrain from helping 

Israel to continue her violation of our territorial integrity. 

Mr. President, I wish to assure you that I value our close relationship, 

and l aN well aware that our association is in the beet interest of our two 

countries. But what worries me is that American actions and positions 

regarding the problems of our area are making it difficult, if not impossible, 

for me and for your other Arab friends to defend or justify American policy 

in the Middle Bast. I trust and pray that you will do all that ie possible to 

help ue change this image. We are doing our beet, but we need your help, 

support and assistance; for the future of the entire Middle Bast is at stake, 

and if there is no just peace in the Middle Bast, then, unfortunately, there 

can be no peace in the world. 

Please accept, Mr. President, my sincere regards and beet wishes. 

His Bxcellency 

President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 

Washington D.C., 

U. S. A. 
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-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1968 

SECRET /EXDIS 

BKS: 

As the attached memo suggests our 
initial feeling was that we didn't have to 
respond because this was a response to a 
letter from the President. 

Then a few days ago, Ambassador 
Symmes said it would make life easier for him 
if we repliedo He's on the receiving end of 
new military aid requests from the Jordanian 
Chief of Staff. However, State wants to 
delay drafting until it can do so in the full 
knowledge of Jordanian requests. 

So we don't need a draft response, 
but we may get one in a few days and that's 
OK. 

/J/J
HHS 

SEGREq, /EXDIS 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

.-SBCRETjEXDIS December 5, 1968 
15778 

MEMORANDUMFOR WALT Wi. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: King Hussein's Reply to the President's 
Message 

Transmitted as an enclosure is King Hussein's reply to the 
President's message of October 11. As you will recall, the occasion 
for the President's message was our announcement to open negotiations 
for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel. The message was 
designed to reassure the King that these negotiations in no way 
prejudiced USG support for the Jarring Mission or for Jordan. 

The King is obviously very upset with the proposed sale of 
Phantoms to Israelo His sharply worded reply to the President 
reflects the great strains placed upon him during the past months. 
A principal thrust of the King's reply is that alleged Israeli 
intransigence and alleged United States' passivity in the face of 
this intransigence impedes a peaceful settlement in the Middle Easto 
Other points made by the King include: (1) the proposed Phantom 
sale directly contradicts our profession of support for the Jarring 
Mission; (2) Jordan has suffered from Israeli military actions since 
the June 1967 war, particularly from aircraft supplied to Israel by 
the United States; (3) Jordan's marked military inferiority to Israel 
requires a military quid pro quo for Jordan to offset the Phantoms; 
(4) the United States' commitment to the territorial integrity of 
Jordan continues to be violated by Israeli occupation; (5) Uo s. 
actions and positions on the Middle East problem are making it diffi• 
cult for Hussein and other moderate Arabs to justify their close 
ties with the United States. 

Our Ambassador in Jordan has a continuing dialogue with the King 
and there is no need for a further response on the part of the Presi• 
dent. A signed copy of the -let~ een sent by pouch. 

GROUP 3 
intervals; 

declassified 

Enclosure: 
Text of King Hussein's Message 

~/EXDIS • 
Downgraded at 12 year 
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SESRE~/EXDIS 

King Hussein's Message as Contained 
in Amman 7684 of December 2, 1968 

Dear Mr. President: 

I appreciated receiving your message of October 11, 1968. Unfor­
tunately it confirmed my premonition that the United States would decide 
to supply Israel with (air superiority) Phantom jet aircraft. 

In your message, sir, you expressed the hope that I would understand 
the circumstances which led you to take this action. Frankly, I could 
not help but be more disillusioned by this action. As you are aware, Mr. 
President, I have done, and will continue to do, all that is humanly 
possible in the hope of clearing the way to a just, honorable, and thus 
lasting peace in our area. I am willingly taking great political and 
other risks in my endeavors to achieve that objective. If we have been 
unable to make any substantial progress towards peace, it is because of 
Israel's intransigence and failure to make any substantial contributions 
and concessions towards that end, as well as Israel's obvious territorial 
ambitions which she often shrouds under the guise of "national security." 

I strongly believe that the supply of Phantoms to Israel, if it does 
not increase her belligerent ambitions, then it certainly does not con­
tribute towards curtailing them. The continuous flow of arms into Israel 
may only encourage her intransigent attitude, and thus, I fail to see how 
the decision on the Phantoms would not in any way diminish your support 
for Ambassador Jarring's efforts. 

I quite agree that our search for peace in the area will be facili­
tated if a meticulous balance of power between the states concerned were 
possible to achieve, but I submit that Jordan continues to be left out 
when calculations regarding armaments are made. Jordan is the only country 
involved in the June war which has not yet satisfactorily replenished her 
military losses in the war, and Jordan has been the only country to bear 
the fury of the new American aircraft that have been supplied to Israel 
since the waro Some might argue that the Eastern armaments of the UAR and 
other Arab states may well have tipped the balance in favor of the Arabs. 
I wish to assure, sir, and in all frankness, that after studying the 1948 
armed conflict, witnessing and narrowly missing entanglement in the 1956 
clash and living through the 1967 so called war, where the air forces of 
the UAR and others were nearly all completely wiped out by Israel, which 
has always enjoyed the advantage of superior preparation in every respect 
as well as the advantage of striking the first blow, I am not consoled by 
all this superiority in armament quantity and quality that the Arab camp 
is said to enjoy. In fact, I am far more worried and far more apprehensive 
regarding the eventual fate of my people and armed forces who will be even 

DECLASSIFIED 
SESRE':e /EXDI8 E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

GROUP 3 NLJ OJ-;> 7o 
Downgraded at 12 ... year intervals;By~, NARA, Date I~- 3-D ~ 
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2 ---SECRET/EXD!s---

more inadequately equipped and threatened when Israel receives the 
Phantoms. I believe it is only fair that Jordan should also receive its 
share of its legitimate requirements for defense from its traditional 
sources of supply. I hope that our requests from the United States Gov­
ernment would be favorably consideredo The Jordanian Chief of Staff, Lt. 
General Amer Khammash is ready to leave for Washington, Doc. whenever 
officials in Washington are ready to meet with him for this purpose. 

As for your commitment regarding the territorial integrity of Jordan, 
may I please remind you, Mr. President, that this integrity has been 
violated for over a year and a half. If no pressure can be exerted by the 
United States on Israel to accept a peaceful settlement to the problem, 
then the United States, in keeping with her commitments to us, should at 
least refrain from helping Israel to continue her violation of our terri­
torial integrity. 

Mr. President, I wish to assure you that I value our close relation­
ship, and I am well aware that our association is in the best interest of 
our two countrieso But what worries me is that American actions and posi• 
tions regarding the problems of our area are making it difficult, if not 
impossible, for me and for your ot~er Arab friends to defend or justify 
American policy in the Middle East. I trust and pray that you will do all 
that is possible to help us change this imageo We are doing our best, but 
we need your help, support and assistance: for the future of the entire 
Middle East is at stake, and if there is no just peace in the Middle East, 
then, unfortunately, there can be no peace in the world. 

Please accept, Mr. President, my sincere regards and best wishes. 

Hussein I 

---sEerurr/EXDIS 



DEPARTMENT o-· STATE 

Washing:on. D.C. 20520 

December 5, 1968 
15778 

MEMORANDUMFOR WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Su~ject: King Hussein's Reply to the President's 
Message 

Transmitted as an enclosure is King Hussein's reply to the 
President I s message of October 11. As you will recall) the occasion 
for the President's message was our announcement to open negotiations 
for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel.. The message was 
designed to reassure the King that these negotiations in no way 
prejudiced USG support for the Jarring Mission or for Jordane 

The King is obviously very upset with the proposed sale of 
Phantoms to Israel,. His sharply worded reply to the President 
reflects the great strains placed upon him during the past months. 
A principal thrust of the King's reply is that alleged Israeli 
intransigence and alleged United States' passivity in the face of 
this intransigence impedes a peaceful settlement in the Middle Easto 
Other points made by the King include: (1) the proposed Phantom 
sale directly contradicts our profession of support for the Jarring 
Mission; (2) Jordan has suffered from Israeli military actions since 
the June 1967 war, particularly from aircraft supplied to Israel by 
the Uni.ted States; (3) ,Jordan I s marked military inferiority to Israel 
requires a military quid pro quo for Jordan to offset the Phantoms; 
(4) the United States' commitment to the territorial integrity of 
J·ordan continues to be violated by Israeli occupation; (5) Ug s. 
actions and positions on the Middle East problem are making it diffi­
cult for Hussein and other moderate Arabs to justify their close 
ties with the United States. 

Our Ambassador in Jordan has a continuing dialogue with the King 
and there is no need for a further res onse on the part of the Presi ... 
dent. A signed copy of the letter has been ~ent by pouch. 

Enclosure: 
Text of King Hussein's Message 
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King Hussein's Message as Contained 
•: • ' . . . • . . ! . ~ • : • . . !?~~-_o;E ..z.~.,.. ·:·: ,• in -Ami:na.ri. _De.~.~:11be:1" 1?~8 .. ·... 

: •• ... • • • .._ ••• - ......... ,· •• ,I. ~. • •• ••• ·••' ·:~ II; ~. :: • .. :. ,:i·: .. -.: •. _...~ ... - .. "· ..... :'. •. _/ •• 

Dear Mr. President: 

I appreciated receiving your message of October 11, 1968. Unfor­
tunately it confirmed my premonition that the United States would decide 
to supply Israel with (air superiority) Phantom jet aircraft. 

In your.message, sir, you expressed the hope that I would understand 
the circumstances which led you to take this action. Frankly, I could 
not help but be more disillusioned by this action. As you are aware, Mr. 
President, I have done, and will continue to do, all that is humanly 
possible in the hope of clearing the way to a just, honorable, and thus 
lasting peace in our area. I am willingly taking great political and 
other risks in my endeavors to achieve that objective. If we have been 
unable to make any substantial progress towards peace, it is because of 
Israel's intransigence and failure to make any substantial contributions 
and concessions towards that end, as well as Israel's obvious territorial. 
ambitions which she often shrouds under the guise of "national security." 

I strongly believe that the supply of Phantoms to Israel, if it does 
not increase her belligerent ambitions, then it certainly does not con­
tribute towards curtailing them. The continuous flow of arms into Israel 
may only encourage her intransigent attitude, and thus, I fail to see how 
the decision on the Phantoms would not in any way diminish your support 
for Ambassador Jarring's efforts. 

I quite agree that our search for peace in the area will be facili­
tated if a meticulous balance of power between the states concerned were 
possible to achieve, but I submit that Jordan continues to be left out 
when calculations-regarding armaments are made. Jordan is the onzy-country 
involved in the June war which has not yet satisfactorily replenished her 
military losses in the war, and Jordan has been the only country to bear 
the fury of the ne-i;-1American aircraft that have been supplied to Israel 
since the waro Some might argue that the Eastern armaments of the UAR and 
other Arab states may well have tipped the balance in favor of the Arabs. 
I wish to assure, sir, and in all frankness, that after studying the 1948 
armed conflict, witnessing and narrowly missing entanglement in the 1956 
clash and living through the 1967 so called war, where the air forces of 
the UAR and others were nearly all completely wiped out by Israel:; which 
has always enjoyed the advantage of superior preparation in every respect 
as well as the advantage of striking the first blow, I am not consoled by 
all this superiority in ar~·rit ·quantity and :.quality-""~'a:t the· Arab camp 
is said to enjoy. In fact.,.-:.r ·am far more worried and far .ffiore ap~1-~1ensive 
regarding the eventual fate of my people and armed forces who will be even 
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• • mor·e irta.de·quatt:ily ·equippe·d. ahd ·threateried whe•ri. Isi·aei receives the 
Phantomso I believe it is only fair that Jordan should also receive its 
share of its legitimate requirements for defense from i.ts traditional 
sources of supply. I hope that our requests from the United States Gov­
ernment would be favorably consideredo The Jordanian Chief of Staff, Lt. 
General Arner Kharmnash is ready to leave for Washington, D0 c. whenever 
officials in Washington are ready to meet with him for this purpose .. 

As for your commitment regarding the territorial integrity of Jordan, 
may I please remind you, Mr. President, that this integrity has been 
violated for over a year and a half. If no pressure can be exerted by the 
United States on Israel to accept a peaceful settlement to the problem, 
then the United States, in keeping with her commitments to us, should at 
le.ast refrain from helping Israel to continue her violation of our terri• 
torial integrity. 

Mr. President, I wish to assure you that I value our close relation­
ship, and I am well· aware that our association is in the best interest of 
our two countrieso But what worries me is that American actions and posi• 
tions regarding the problems of our area are making it difficult, if not 
impossible, for me and for your other Arab friends to defend or justify 
American policy in the Middle East. I trust and pray that you will do all 
that is possible to help us change this imageo We are doing our best, but 
we need your help, support and assistance: for the future of the entire 
Middle East is at stake, and if there is no just peace in the Middle East, 
then, unfortunately, there can be no peace in the world. 

I) 

Please accept, Mr. President) my sincere regards and best wishes. 

Hussein I 

--SEGR:E-'l:-/-ffif·"H-DI-t-..8-'-
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I• WE MA VE BEEN ASKED BY PALACE TO, FORWARD FOLLOWI'NG. LETTER 
FROM KING HUSSEIN TO THE PRESIDENT) 

'QTE1 DEAR MR• PRE~ I DENra 
I APPRECIATED RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF OCT 11, 1968• 

UNFORTUNATELY IT CON~IRHED BY PREMONITION THAT TME UNlTEO­
STATES WOULD DECIDE TO S~PPLY ISRAEL WITH (AIR SUPERIORt.TY~ 
P.MANTOMJET AIRCRAFT. 

IN YOUR MESSAGE, SIR, YOU E¥PRESSED THE HOPE THAT I wouL6 
1UNDERSTAND THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED YOU TO TAKE THIS ACTJON• 

PRANKLY, I COULD NOT HEL~ BUT BE1 MORE DISILLUSIONED BY THIS 
ACTJONe AS vou· ARE AWARE• MR• PRESIDENT, I HAVE DONE, AND 
WlLL.· CONTINUE TO DO, ALL THAT rs· HUMANLY POSSIBLE IN Tl,,fE! HOPE 

-.·oF ' CLE AR I NG THE W A Y TO A JU S T , HONOURA BL E ·, AND THUS L AS T i NG·i 

• Jlf.,A t E, I N OUR A Rt A • I AM W I LL I NG L ~ T AK I NG GREAT POL I T I CAL AND 
o,~ER RISKS IN MY ENDEAVOURS TO ACHIEVE THAT OBJECTIVEQ IF 
WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARDS 
PEACE,,IT IS BECAUSE OF ISRAELIS INTRANSIGENCE AND FAILURE fa 
MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRiBUTJONS AND CONCESSIONS TOWARDS THAT 
ENDj AS WELL· AS l SRAEL'9S OBVIOUS TERR I TOR I AL AMBITIONS WHICH 
SHE OFTEN SHROUDS UNDER THE GU I SE OF '·' NAT I ONAL' SEC UR ITY•" 

·1 Sf#QNGLY BELIEVE TH~T THE SUPPLY OF PHANTOMS TO ISRAE~~ 

~.OT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHO ZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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I F, IT DOES NOT I NCR E A SE HER BELL 'I GEREN T AMB I T I ON S , THEN I T 
CERTAINLY DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS CURTAILING THEMo THE 
CONTINUOUS FLOW OF ARMS INTO ISRAEL MAY ONLY ENCOURAGE ~ER 
INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE, AND THUS, I F"AIL TO SEE, HOW THE DE .. 
C1SION ON THE PHANTOMS WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY DIMINISH iouR SUP~ORT" 
FOR AMBASSADORJARRING•S EFFORTS• 

I QUITE AGREE THAT OUR SEARCH' FOR PEACE IN THE. AREA WILL 
BE FACILITATED I~ A METICU~OUS BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE 
STATES CONCERNED WERE PO~SIBLE TO ACHIEVE, BUT I SUBMIT THAT 
JORDAN CONTINUES TO BE: LEFT OUT WHEN CALCULAT!ON REGARDING 
ARMAMENTSARE MADE• JORDAN IS THEi ONLY COUNTRY INVOLVED IN 
THE: JUNE WAR WHICH HAS NOT YET SATiSFACTORILY REPLENISHED HER 
M I L :IT ARY LOSS E S I N Thi E W AR, AND JORDAN HAS BEEN THE ONLY COUNT R Y 
fO: BEAR THE FURY OF THE NEW AMER1C~N AiRCRAFT THAT HAVE BEEN 

1SUPPLIED TO ISRAEL SINCE 1 THE WAR• SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT THE 
EiSTERN ARMAMENTSOF THE U~R AND OTHER ARAB STATES MA~ WEL~ 

1HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE· IN FAVOUR OF THE ARABS• I WISH TO 
ASSURE, SIR, AND IN ALL: FRANKNESS, THAT AFTER STUDYING THE 
1-9 4-8 ARME D C ON F L 'I C T , W I T NE S S I N G A ND N A RR O W L Y Ml S S I NG E N T A NG L E ~ 
MENT I N T HE 19 5 6 CLASH AND L 'I V I NG THROUGH THE 196 7' SO CALLED 
WAR, WHERE THE AIR FORCES OF THE UAR AND OTHERS WERE NEARLY 
ALL· COMPLETELY WIPED OUT BY ISRAEL~ WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENJOYED THE 
ADVANTAGE OF SUPERIOR PRE~ARATION IN EVERY RESPECT AS WELL AS· THE 
ADVANTAGE OF STRIKING THE! FIRST BLOW, I AM NOT CONSOLED BY ALL 
THIS SUPERIORITY IN ARMAMENTQUANTITY AND QUAL1TY THAT THE 
ARAB CAMP IS SAID TO ENJOY. IN FACT, I AM FAR WORRIED 
AND. FAR MORE APPREHENSIVE REGARDING THE EVENTUAL FATE OF M~ 
~EOPLE AND ARMED FORCES WHO WILL' BE EVEN MORE INADEQUATELY 
EQUIPPED AND THREATENED WHEN ISRAEL RECEIVES THE PHANTOMS• I 
BELIEVE IT IS ONLY ~AIR THAT JORDAN SHOULD ALSO RECEIVE ITS 
SHARE OF ITS LEGITIMATE ~EQUIREMENTS FOR DEFENSE FROM ITS 
TRADITIONAL SOURCES OF' S~PPLY• I HOPE THAT OUR REQUESTS FROM 
THE· 8NiTED STATES GOVERNMENTWOULD BE FAVOURABLY CONSiDERED. 
i HE· JORDAN I AN CH I E F; 0 F ST AF F > LT'• GEN • AMER K 1,1AMMASH I S RE AD y 
f O' L EAVE FOR W AS H I NG TON D :• Ct• 1 WHENEVER OFF 'I C I AL S I N W ASH iNG TON 
ARE READY TO MEET WITH HIM FOR TH1S PURPOSE• 

AS ~OR YOUR c6MMITMEN! REGARDJNG THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRirv 
OF JORDAN, MAY I PLEASE, REMIND YOU, MR. PRESIDENT~ THAT THIS 
INTEGRiTY HAS BEEN ViOLATED FOR OVER A YEAR AND A HALF, IF 
NO· PRESSURE CAN; BE EXERTED BY· THE UNITED STATES ON ISRAEL fo 
ACCEPT A PE ACE FU L! SE T TL EM EN T TO THE· p ROBLE M , THEN THE • UN ITED 
ST~TES, IN KEEPING WITH MER COMM1TMENTS TO US, SHOULD.AT 

- -ecc~e:r -

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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LEAST REFRAIN FROM HELPING ISRAEL TO CONTINUE HER VIOLATION 
OF OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY• 

MR• PRESIDENT, I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT I VALUE OUR CLOSE 
R EL A T I O N S H I P , A N D . I A M W E L L A W A R E . T H A T O UR A S S O C ·I A T I O N I S IN 
THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES• BUT WHAT WORRiES ME 
IS THAT AMERICAN ACTIONS AND POSJTiONS REGARDING THE PROBLEMS 
0 F O U R · AR E A A R E • M A K I N G; I T D I F F I CUL T , I F . NOT I MP OSS ·I8 LE 11 F O R 
ME AND FOR YOUR OTHER ARAB FRIENDS TO DEFEND QR JUSTIFY 
AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I TRUST AND PRAY T~AT YOU WIL 
DO: ALL THAT IS POSSIBLE: To HELP US· CHANGE' THIS !MAGEo WE ARE 
D01NG OUR BEST, BUT WE NtED YOUR, HELP, SUPPORf AND ASSISTANCEi 
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST IS AT STAKE, AND iF 
?HERE IS NO JUST. PEACE IN, THE MIDDLE EAST, T~EN, UNFORTUNAfELY, 
f HERE C AN BE NO PE A CE I N THE WORLD·• 

PLEASE ACCEPT, MR• PRESIDENT, MY SINCERE REGARDS AND 
BES T • W I S H E S • S GD • . HU S S E ·rN I • U N QT E 

2• DEPT MAY WISH TO SEND' THIS MESSAGE TO INTERMEDIATE POSTS 
ON GOV SCRANTON•' S IT I NE RARY SO THAT HE MAY HAVE TI ME TO READ 
IT PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL IN AMMAN• 

3• SIGNED LETTER FOLLOW§ BY POUCH• SYMMES 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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l• WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY PALACE TO FORWARD FOLLOW!NG LETTER 
li'ROM KI NG HUSSE·IN TO THE PRES I DENT': 

'QTE- DEAR MR• PRE~ I DENT': 
I APPRECIATED RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF OCT 11, 19681 

UNFORTUNATELY IT CONFIRMED BY PREMONITION THAT THE UNlTEO­
STATES WOULD DECIDE TO S~PPLY ISRAEL WITH (AIR SUPERIOR{TYl 
PHANTOM JET AIRCRAFT. 

IN YOUR-MESSAGE, SIR, YOU EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ! WOU~6 
UNDERSTAND THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED YOU TO TAKE THjS ACfi □ ~a 
,RANKLY, I COULD NOT HEL~ BUT BE MORE DISILLUSIONED BY THIS 
ACTION, AS YOU ARE AWARE, MR• PRESIDENT, I HAVE DONE~ AND 
WILL· CONTINUE TO DO, ALL THAT IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE IN THE HO?E 

,DF CLEARING THE WAYTO A JUST, HONOURABLE, AND THUS LASTiNG 
P~AtE IN OUR A~EA• I AM WILLINGLY TAKING GREAT POLITICAL AND 
OJHER RISKS IN MY ENDEAVOURS TO ACHIEVE THAT OBJECTIVEo IF 
WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARos 
PEACE~ IT rs BECAUSE OF ISRAELIS INTRANSIGENCE AND FAILURE io 
MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS A~D CONCESSIONS TOWtRDS THAT 
E. 'D, AS WELL AS l SRA EL·•S OBVIOUS TERR ITO RI AL AM8 IT IONS WH -IC H 

. S.HE O F T E N S H R O U D S U N D E R T~ E G U I S E O F " N A T I O N A L S E C UR I T Y • _H 

I ST~ONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE SUPPLY 0~ PHANTOMS TO ISR,EL, 
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I F , I T DO E S N O T I N C R E A S E H E R B E L L 'I G E R E N T A M B I T I O N S , T H EN I T 
CERTAINLY DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS CURTAILING THEMo THE 
CONTINUOUS FLOW OF ARMS INTO ISRAEL MAY ONLY ENCOURAGE HER 
INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE, A~D THUS, I FAIL TO SEE. HO~ THE DE~ 
~1SION ON THE PHANTOMS WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY DIMINISH ~OUR SUP~ORT 
POR AMBASSADOR JARRING•S EFFORTS• 

i QUITE AGREE T~AT OUR SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE. AREA WiL~ 
.BE FACiLITATED IF: A METICu~ous BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE 
STAiES CONtERNED-WERE POSSIBLE TO ~CHIEVE, suf I SUBMIT TH~T 
JORDAN CONTINUES TO BE LEFT OUT WHEN CALCULATiON REGARDiNG 
ARMAMENTS ARE MADE• JORDAN IS THE. ONLY COUNTRY INVOLVED IN 

• THE JUNE WAR WHICH HAS NOT YET SATiSFACTORILY REPLENisHED HER 
MIL'.ITARY LOSSES IN THE WAR, AND JORDAN HAS BEEN THE ONLY COUNTRY 
fO· BEAR THE FURY OF THE NEW AMERIC~N AiRCRAFT THAT HAVE BEEN 
SUPPLIED TO ISRAEL SINCE· THE WAR~ SOME MIGHT ~RGUE THAT THE 
EiSTERN ARMAMENTS OF THE ujR AND OfHER ARAB STATES MA~ WEL~ 
HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE IN FAVbUR OF THE ARABS• I WISH TO 
ASSURE, SIR, AND IN ALL' FRANKNESS, THAT AFTER STUDYING THE 
l.-94-8 AR M E D CO N FL I C T , W I T NE S S I N G A ND N A R R O W L Y M I S S I N G E N T A N G L E ~ 
MENT IN THE 1956 CLASH AND LIVING THROUGH THE 1967 SO CALLED 
WAR, WHERE THE AIR FORCES OF THE UAR AND OTHERS WERE NEARLY 
ALL COMPLETELY WIPED our BY ISRAEL~ WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENJOYED THE 
ADVANTAGE OF SUPERIOR PREPARATION IN EVERY RESPECT AS WELL AS THE 
ADV ANT AGE OF STRIKING THE' FIRST BLOW, I AM NOT CONSOLED By ALL 
THIS SUPERIORITY IN ARMAMENTQUANTITY AND QUALITY THAT THE 
ARAB CAMP IS SAID TO ENJOY. IN FACT, I AM FAR WORRIED 
AND FAR MORE APPREHENSIVE REGARDING THE EVENTUAL FATE OF My IPEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES WHO WILL BE EVEN MORE INADEQUATELY ' 
E©UIPPED AND THREATENED WHEN ISRAEL RECEIVES THE PHANTOMS• I -
BELIEVE IT IS ON~Y ~AIR THAT JORDAN SHOULD ALSO RECEIVE ITS 
SHARE OF ITS LEGITIMATE ~EQU!REMENTS FOR DEFENSE FROM ITS 
fRADITIONAL SOURCES OF S~PPLY• I HOPE THAT OUR REQUESTS FROM 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTWOULD BE FAVOURABLY CONSIDERED. 
iHE JORDANIAN CHIEF OF STAFF, LT•GEN, AMER KHAMMASH IS READY 
10 LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON D.c., WHENEVER OFFICIALS IN WASHiNGiON 
ARE READY TO MEET WITH HIM FOR THIS PURPOSE• 

AS F □ R· YOUR COMMITMENT REGARDING THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
OF JORDAN, MAY I PLEASE REMIND YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THIS 
INTEGRITY HAS BEEN VIOLA'.ED FOR OVER A YEAR AND A HALFo IF 
NO PRESSURE CAN BE EXERTED BY THE UNITED STATES ON ISRAEL TO 
ACCEPT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO THE PROBLEM, THEN THE UNITED 
STATES, IN KEEPING WITH HER COMMITMENTS TO US, SHOULD AT 

• -s-t:CRE I 
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LEAST REFRAIN FROM HELPING ISRAEL TO CONTINUE Ht~ VIOLATION 
OF OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY• 

MR• PRESIDENT, I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT I VALUE OUR CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP, AND I AM WELL AWARE. THAT OUR ASSOCIATION IS IN 
THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES• BUT WHAT WORRiES ME 
IS THAT AMERICAN ACTIONS AND POSITiONS REGARDING THE PROBLEMS 
OF OUR AREA ARE MAKING·i! DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMP0SS1BLE, FOR 
ME AND FOR YOUR OTHER ARAB FRIENDS To DEFEND ·oR ~USTIFY 
AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I TRUST AND PRAY THAT YOU WIL .-

• oo· ALL THAT Is POSs I sLE To HELP us CHANGE TH Is r MAGE WE ARE 'I ·o 

D01NG OUR BEST, BUT WE NtED YOUR HELP, SUPPORf ANO ASSISTANCEi 
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE EN!IRE MIDDLE EAST IS AT STAKE, AND IF 
THERE IS NO JUST PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THEN, UNFORTUNAfELY, 
THERE CAN BE NO PEACE IN THE WORLD. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDENT, MY SINCERE REGARDS AND 
_BEST WISHES• SGD• HUSSEIN I• UNQTE 

2• DEPT MAY WISH TO SEND THIS MESS~GE TO INTERMEDIATE POSTS 
ON GOV SCRANTON'S ITINERARY SO THAT HE MAY HAVE TIME TO REio 
IT PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL IN AMMAN• 

3• SIGNED LETTER FOLLOW§ BY POUCH• SYMMES 

.,.. 
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to President Johnson replying to the President's message of 
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SUBJ: KING'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT' 

REF: AMMAN7684 

lo IN HIS LETTER TO PRESIDENT, HUSSEIN PROPOSES GENL KHAMMASH 
PROCEED TO WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSION~ I HAVE FINALLY MANAGED 
TO ARRANGE MEETING WIT~ KHAMMASHAf NOON ON THIRD SPE~IFICiLLY 
TO DISCUSS INTERNAL SECURITY REQUIREMENTSq I ALSO INTEND, 
HOWEVER, TO RAISE SEVERAL OUTSTANDING MILITARY MATTERS WITH 
HIM" 

2• IF POSSIBILITY OF KHAMMASHVISIT TO WASHINGTON IS RAISED, 
I WOULD PLAN TO RESPOND ALONG LINES OF RATIONALE IN PARA ONE 
OF STATE 258556 WHICH WAS PASSED ON TO KHAMMASHIN LONDON 
(LONDON 13640)111 

SYMMEE 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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SUBJ: KING~S LETTER TO P~ESIDENT' 

REF., STATE 253744 

l• WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY PALACE TO FORWARD FOLLOWING LEfTER 
PROM !<ING HUSSEIN TO THE' PRESIDENT·s 
l· T E D E AR MR•• p REs I DENT ' 

I A PPR EC I ATED' RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF OCT 11, 1968, 
UNFORTUNATELYIT CONrIRMED BY PREMONITION THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD DECIDE T0 1 SUPPLY ISRAEL WITH (AIR SUPERiOR!TY)
PHANTOM JET AIRCRAFT~ 

IN YOUR MESSAGE, SIR, You EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT I WOULD 
UNDERSTAND THE C•IRCUMSTANCESWHICH· LED You· TO TAKE TH IS ACT! ON• 
F' RANK Ly'.o I COULD NOT HELP' BUT BE' MORE' D i S I LL US I ONE D 8 Y THI S 
AC T I ON • A S Y OU A RE A W A REI t:1R • PRES·tDE N T , I H A yE ' DO N E ', A ND 
WILL CONTINUE TO DO, ALL THAT rs· HUMANLYPOSSIBLE IN THE HOPE 
OF CLEARING THE: WAY TO A JUST, HONOURABLE~AN6 THUS L~STIN~ 
F'E A C:E I N OUR AREA • I A M W I L L 'I N G L Y TA K I NG GR E A T POLI T I C A L ' A N D 
OTHER RISKS IN MY ENDEAVOURS TO AC~IEVE THAT OBJECTIVEo IF 
WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARDS 
PEACE, IT IS BECAUSE OF· ISRAELIS INTRANSIGENCE AND FAILURE TO 

1MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCESSIONS TOWARDS THAT 
END, AS WELL'AS I SRA EL'' S OBVIOUS TERR I TORI AL AMBITIONS WHICH 
SHE OF' TEN SHROUDS UNDER THE GUI SE OF " NATI ON AL ' SEC UR I TY • 9' 

I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE SUP~LY OF PHANTOMS TO iSRAE~1 
IF· IT DOES 
INCREASE HER BELLIGERENT AMBITIONS) THEN IT 
tER- • 

"'fAINLY DOES NOT CONTRIBU:fE TOWARDS CURTAILIN(, THEM• lr~'t 

- SEC~E I. :zr 
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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CONT I NUOUS F'LOW OF ARMS-' INTO I SR~EL' MAY ONL~ [NCOURAGE HER 
INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE, AND THUS, I FAIL TO SEE: How THE DESO 
CISION ON THE PHANTOMS WOULD"NOT. IN AN~ WAY DIM1NISH iOUR SUP~OR 
POR AMBASSADORJARRING, S· EFFORTS'• 

I QUITE AGREE' THAT OU~ ,SEJ\RCH FOR PEACE IN THE AREA WtLL 
BE FACiLITATED IF A METICULOUS BAL~NCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE 
STATES CONCERNED WERE· POSSiBLE TO icHIEVE, BUT I SUBMIT fH~T 
JORDAN CONTINUES Tb BE! LEFT OUT WHEN CALCULATION REGARDING 
ARMAMENTSARE. MADE• JORDAN IS THE ONLY COUNTRY INVOLVED IN 
THE JUNE WAR WH1CH HAS' NOT· YET SATiSFACTORILY REPLENISMED HER 

1MIL,I TARY LOSSES IN THE WAR, AND JORDAN HAS BEEN THE ONLY COUNTRY 
TO BEAR THE FURY OF THE NEW AMERICAN AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE BEEN 
SUPPLIED TO· ISRAEL SINCE THE WAR• SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT THE 
EASTERN ARMAMENTS OF" THE UAR' AND' OTHER ARAB STATES MAY WELL 
HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE' IN FAVOUR OF- THE ARABS~ I WISH TO 
AStURE~ SIR, AND IN ALL1 FRANKNESS, THAT AFTER STUDYING THE 
1948 ARMED CONFL1CT, W1TNESSlNG AND NARROWLY MISSING ENTANGLE~ 
MENT IN THE 1956 CLASH AND LIVING THROUGH THE' 1967 SO CALLED 
WAR, WHERETHE A IR FORCES OF THE UAR AND; OTHERS WERE NEARLY 
ALL COMPLETELY WIPED our B~ ISRAELis WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENJO~ED 
ADVANTAGESOFSUPERIOR PREPARATION IN EVERY RESPECT AS WELL AS 
ADVANTAGE OF' STR'l KING T X !="! l-1,, 

rBGOW,~I AM NOT CONSOLED BY ALL 
0 A YUl SK ERI OR'I TY 1JI N ARMAMENT QUANT i TY AND CJUAL,JTY THAT THE 
AR AB CAMP' I S S A I D TO ENJOY KT I N U X D TN tt I AM FAR WORR 'I ED 
LWNDIFSCSCMH~APPREHENSION; 
REGARD i NG· THE EVENOTUSGKBLNJNLMYDBSPEOPLENGFtt 

O~ORCDGU.SAWI LU'6E EVEN MORE I NADEQUA TEL Y 
EQUIPPED ANb THRZ # 
l'ZVAHECHE 
ISRAEL RECEIVED 

BDUIFDISTOMS••I 
BELP P # 

RECElVE IHDSFTXHAREWO~ ITS LEGITIMATE REQUIREMENTS FOR DE~ENSE 
FROM I TS· 

TRADITiONAL SOURCES oF: SUPPLV. i HOPE THAT OUR REQUESTS FROM 
THE' UN ITED STA TES GOVERNMENTWOl)LD' BE P'A VOURABLIY CONS I DEREo 11 • 

THE JORDAN I AN CH I E F OF· ST AF'F , LT·• GEN • AMER· KHAM MASH I S RE ADY 

_ - SECRET - . . 

Nor TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHO«zATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



Department of State TELEGR 

~ 

PAGE 03 AMMAN0768~ 02l7(0Z 

TO· LEAVE FOR WASHINGfON D~C•, WHENEVEROFFICIALS IN WASH]NGTO~ 
ARE' READY To MEET WlTH; HIM FOR nns PURPOSE• 

AS· FOR YOUR COMMITMENT REGARDING THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRirY 
OF JORDAN, MAY I PLEASE1 REMIND YOU:, MR• PRESIDENT, THAT. THIS 
INTEGRITY HAS BEEN' VIOLATED FOR OVER A YEAR ANb· A HALF• IF 
NO PRESSURE CAN BE EXERTED BY THE UNITED· STATE~ ON ISRAEL fo 
ACCEPT A PEACEF'UL, SETTLEMENTTO THE PROBLEM, THEN THE UNITEr, 
STATES~ IN KEEPJNG WjT~ HER COMM1TMENTSTO US, SHOU~D AT 
LEAST. REFRAIN FROM HE~PING ISRAEL to CONTiNUE· HER VIO~ATION 
OF OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY• 

MR~ PRE§IDENT, I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT I V~LUE OUR CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP., AND I AM WELL, AWARE' THAT OUR ASSOCIATION IS IN 
THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR TWO COUNTR!ESQ BUT WHAT WORRIES ME 
? S THAT AMER I CAN AC::T'i ONS AND POS'ITIONS REGARD'ING THE PROBL.EMS 
RBOFvOURAREA ARE MAKING· IT DIFF'ICULT, IF' N0 1T IMPOSSIBLE-' foR 
ME AND FOR YOUR1 OTHER ARAB FR;I ENo's,TO DEF'END OR JUST I FY 
AMERICAN P0L1CY IN THE MIDDLE E~ST~ I TRUST AND PRAY T~AT ~OU 
DO· ALL THAT IS posste~E To HELP us· CHANGE fHIS IMAGE· WE ARE 
D01NG OUR BEST, suf WE NEE6 YOUR' HELP, SUPPORT AND ~SSlSTA~CEI 
rOR' THE FUTURE OF THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST rs AT STAKE, AND iF 
THERE' rs NO JUST PEACE· IN 1 THE MIDDLE: EAST J THEN, UNFORTUNATELY, 
THERE CAN BE NO PEACE IN' THE WORLD. 

PLEASE· ACCEPT, MR• ?RESIDENT, MY SINCERE REGARDS AND 
IBE S T WIS H E S • S GD • HU$ SE 1I N I • UNCH E 

2• DEPT MAYWISH To SEND THIS MESS~GE TO INTERMEDIATE POSTs 
ON GOV SCRANTON°S ITiNERARY SO THAf HE MAY HAV~ TIME TO REi6 
?T PR I OR T O H I S A R R I V AL : I N AMM AN :• 

NOTEs tt TEXT AS RECE1VED• 
CfORRECTI ON TO FOLLOW• 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHOR! ATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

15662 

December 3, 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message of Thanks from Crown Prince 
Hassan to President Johnson 

Enclosed is Crown Prince Hassan's message of 
November 13, 1968 thanking President Johnson for his 
wedding gift and a copy of Embassy Amman's forwarding 
airgram. 

The Department recommends no reply. 

01,J//,1,J/tt/J; 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

1. Message from Crown Prince 
Hassan 

2. Airgram forwarding message 
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A message of thanks dated November14, 1968, from the Crown Prince to 
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THE ROY L PALACE, 

Amman, Jordan, 

November 14, 1968 

Princess Tharwat and I were d eply 

touched by the very considerate gift you 

have sent to us on the occasion of our 

marriage. Please, Excellency, accept our 

heartful gratitude and warmest sentiments 

of appreciation. 

May I take this opportunity to wish 

you continued good health and prosperity to 

your nation. 

His Bxcellency President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United States of America, 

Washington. 



HIS B. CBLLBNCY PRBSIDBNT LYNDON B. JOHNSON, 

PRBSIDBNT 1JF TH . UNI'fBD ST 'rHS OF AMBb.ICA, 

WASHINGTJN 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

1.5662 

December 3, 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message of Thanks from Crown Prince 
Hassan to President Johnson 

Enclosed is Crown Prince Hassan's message of 
November 13, 1968 thanking President Johnson for his 
wedding gift and a copy of Embassy Amman's forwarding 
airgrarn. 

The Department recommends no reply. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

1. Message from Crown Prince 
Hassan 

2. Airgram forwarding message 
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FRO.M Amembassy AM!vl~N - DATE: November 26, 1968 

SUBJECT: Message of Thanks from Crown Prince·• Hassnn to President J olmson 
for the President's Wedding Gift 

I ,,- \ - • -REF : 

r The Arrbassador delivered the President's wedding gift personally to 
Cro1m Prince H2ss2.n on November lJ, 1968. The final marriage ceremony 
_took place on November 14.. _ 

A :message of thanJ~s dated November 14, 1968, from the Crown Pri.nce to 
President Johns or.. ( orig:inal enclosed) was 
cover of a letter from Secretu.ry Genertl 
requesting tr..e Emb3ssy to transmit it to 

The Embassy does not believe th£J.t a reply 

received by the Embassy under 
of the Royal Court, Zttid Rifa' i, 
the President. 

is necessary. 

SYMMES 
- : 

~nclosuxe: 

Message of thanks from Crown Prince Hassan 

L 

10 323"Tr.":r.::::rr-;-:-:---n~,_,?.-:':_,~_2""'_o_s_-__ __________R_ _ 
- Drafcedbf: .· / 1.. R!..fPC'llle+.'\.";:">au/c]_c 01 .r_..., vJ. ..., -

Clearaoces. 

.. ,_. 
\ l _J 

' 

':"""'__ ....._..,,...-~--...,,,"'f---F~-R--.u....,N-;·c,-u_s_s_n_=_IED..,...r.i.,,~-· 1:-~-EP_T_._t_~_E_~_:,_:-_v_..,...,~,.,,,, 
d 1....· f ✓, ..,_;.;, d '.11/25/68 IC 

O::lte:1ts an !asst lC?.o:i -~,rove by:DCH:ESDu~c2.n 



THE ROYAL PALACE, 

Amman, Jordan, 

November 14, 1968 

Princess Tharwat and I were deeply 

touched by the very considerate gift you 

have sent to us on the occasion of our 

marriage. Please, Excellency, accept our 

heartful gr~titude and warmest sentiments 

of appreciation. 

May I take this opportunity to wish 
I 

you continued good health and pros?erity to 

your nation. 

His Excellency President Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the United States of America, 

Washington. 
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l• PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO KING ~ussEiN 0~ NOVEMBER1~1 QQOTE ON THIS YOUR THIRTY• 
THIRD BIRTHDAX, r"·sEND YOUR MAJESTY ·o~R REST WI~H~S, T~OUGH 
YOUNG IN YEARS, YOU ARE OLD IN THE ~I~DOM OF LEADERSHIP• 
WHILE I ~M MIND~U~ OF T~E DIF[ICULf!ES THAT BESET-YOUR ~OUNJRX 
I AM CONFIDENT THAT JORDAN UNDERYOJR COURAGEOUS GUIDANCE WILL 
FIND DURING TAE-COMING YEAR T~E PE~~E AND JUSTICE-THAT ~E • 
MUTUALLY SEEK• S!GNED: LYNDON B JO~NSON• UNQUO!E• 

2•· .DEPT DOES NOT INTEND TO MAKE PUBLIC RELEASE OF MESSAGE,
BUT HAS NO REPEAT ~O OBJECTION IF EMBASSYAND/OR GOJ ~ISH TO 
DO SO. K~TZENBACH 
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MEMORANDUM ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, November 12, 1968 
3:00 p. mo 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Birthday Greetings for King Hussein 

State recommends the following greeting for Hussein's Birthday 
November 14: 

"On this your thirty-third birthday, I send Your Majesty 
our best wishes. Though young in years, you are old in 
the wisdom of leadership. While I am mindful of the 
difficulties that beset your country, I am confident that 
Jordan under your courageous guidance will find during 
the coming year the peace and justice that we mutually 
seek. 11 

This is a nice gesture in any case, but Hussein needs all the 
encouragement this sort of personal attention can give him. I recommend 
you approve. 

✓ 
Approve 

Disapprove 

Call me 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 7, 1968 

MEMORANDUM WALT W·o ROSTOW FOR MR!o 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Congratulatory Message to King Hussein on 
His Thirty•third Birthday 

It is recorrnnended that the President send a congratulatory 
message to King Hussein on November 14th, the King's thirty•third 
birthdayo A suggested text is attached. 

United States•Jordanian relations, in which the King is the 
key element, have been extremely close for the past decadeo The 
King has steadfastly maintained his ties with the United States 
in the face of increasing domestic criticism, and is particularly 
appreciative of continuing indications of United States support 
for Jordano Our message would be helpful to the King as a reassur• 
ance of our interest in Jordan and in his regime at this particularly 
critical timeo 

The President has sent several substantive messages to the 
King over the past months, the most recent of which was on 
October 11. In addition, we believe it is desirable and appro~ 
priate to congratulate the King on this ceremonial occasiono 

Enclosure: 

Text of Suggested Message 

H,Benjamin H. Read 
v-Executive Secretary 
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Suggested message to King Hussein on the occasion of his 

thirty-third birthday on November 14: On this your thirty-third
J) 

birthday, • mes--n1~~•rea leasl:lr 19" send --t; Your Majesty -my.o-fA./'\
A. 

best wishes,aaG hoo of 

young in years, you are old in the wisdom of leadershipg While I 

am mindful of the difficulties that beset your country, I 

am confident that Jordan under your courageous guidance will find 

the peace and justice that we mutually seek du!ing _t_!ie_coming year 

Signed: Lyndon B. Johnsong 

0 Though 
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DEPARTMENT OF ST.ATE ~~? 
Washington, D.C. 20520 o2.c.:;l?t.,,c. 

No emb r 7·, J968 r 

MEMORANDUM ROSTOWFOR MR.o WALT W o 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Congratulatory Message to King Hussein on 
His Thirty-third Birthday 

It is recommended that the President send a congratulatory 
message to King Hussein on November 14th, the King's thirty third 
birthdayo A suggested text is attachedo 

United States~Jordanian relations, in which the King is the 
·key element, have been extremely close for the past decadeo The 
King has steadfastly maintained his ties with the United States 
in the face of increasing ctoi:nestic criticism, and is particularly 

-----appreciative of cdntinuing indications of United States _support 
for Jordano Our message would be helpful to the King as a reassur~ 
ance of our interest in Jordan and in his regime at this particularly 

- ---critical timeo 

The President has sent several substantive messages to the 
King over the past months, the most recent of which was on 
October 11. In addition, we believe it is desirable and appro~ 
priate to congratulate the King on this ceremonial occasiono 

Enclosure: 

Text of Suggested Message 

,t,..,Benjamin H- Read -
v-Executive Secretary 
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DEPARTJ:1ENTOF STATE 

Suggested Message 

Suggested message to King Hussein on the occasion of his 

thirty-third birthday on November 14: On this your thirty~third 

birthday, it gives me great pleasure to send to Your Majesty my 

best wishes and those of the people of .the United States o Though 

young in years, you are old in the wisdom of leadershipo While I 

am mindful of the present difficulties that beset your country, I 

am confident that Jordan under your courageous guidance will find 

the peace and justice that we mutually seek during the coming yearo 

Signed: Lyndon B. Johnsono. 
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PAGE 01 LONDON13455 1118562 

51 
ACTION SS 30 

INFO sso 00,NSCE 00,MM 01,cco 00,/031 W 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA099336 

0 1118422 OCT 68 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE6620 
INFO AMEMBASSY IMMEDIATEAMMAN. 
USUN NEW YORK 1463 

SEC RE~ LONDON13455 

EXDIS 
'}

REF: STATE 253744 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE DELIVEREDTO KING HUSSEIN AT- /9A.f":. 

2• KING EXPRESSED APPRECIATIONFOR MESSAGE. HE MADE NO 
COMMENT EXCEPT TO SAY WITH SMILE THAT HE HAD BEEN ON CONTENT 
GIVING SUBJECT MUCH THOUGHT. EMBOFF BRIEFLY ON ELABORATED 
BASIS PARA 3 STATE 252286 AND KING REPEATED APPRECIATIONFOR 
CLARIFICATIONUS VIEWS. 

3. KING SAID HE WILL SEND RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
WITHIN TWO OR THREE DAYS. HE NOTED THAT CHIEF OF STAFF 
KHAMMASH IN TWO DAYS AND THAT HE WISHES DISCUSS DUE IN LONDON 
RESPONSEWITH KHAMMASH BRUCEBEFORE SENDING IT. 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 

SECRET .._ 



ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

- LJ;;.f!__l.ASHINGTON 

·~ Q 
~ 

Thursday, October 10, 1968 
7:35 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Niel<: suggests a hand­
holding message to King Hussein, now 
in London. 

----

Approved 

Disapproved 

Call me 



&ECRET/EXDIS 

TO: Amembassy LONDON IMMEDIATE 

INFO Amembas sy AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

1. Appropriate Senior Embassy Officer should deliver following oral 

message from the President to King Hussein soonest: "Your Majesty, 

as you are aware, I have instructed the Secretary of State to open 

negotiations for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to IsraeL I trust 

that you will understand the circumstances that led me to take this 

action, which in no way diminishes our full and unequivocal support for 

Ambassador Jarring' s efforts to bring about a peaceful solution of the 

Arab-Israel crisis. Please be assured that it continues to be our policy 

to facilitate in every possible way Ambassador Jarring's important 

mis siono I have been gratified by your cooperation with Ambassador 

Jarring and remain hopeful that our joint search for peace in the Middle 

East will come to a successful conclusiono 

2. I would also like to as sure you that our commitment to and support 

for your wise leadership, as affirmed- in my messages to you of 

February 11 and June 4, remain undiminished. I highly value our close 

relations as being in the joint interests of our two countrieso You can 

rest assured that my government desires to maintain -- and strengthen --

this relationship and that we are prepared to give full support to Your 

Maje sty's efforts to find an honorable andcq_uitable solution to the problems 

that beset you. Please accept my most cordial regardso 11 End Quoteo 

I :l:tJ._t -:;­
SEGRE'± /EXDIS

/ /~3"'0 J 

pl{ lj sI v~ )L~ 



-~/EXDIS 

-2-

3. In delivering this message you may wish to elaborate, 

upon guidance contained in State 252286. 

4. FOR AMMAN: Charge should inform Prime Minister 

message after London confirms delivery to King Hussein. 

drawing 

of gist of 

END 

SECRE'f /EXDIS 
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QUOT£: HAVE TAKEN NOlE J~ ~ErTlci~ 651 CONCERNING THE ~~LE 
OF PLAN·S TO ISRA~L. 

IN 1HE lIGHT OF iHIS EXPRES$ION OF TH~ SENSE OF THE CONGRESS~ 
I AM ASKING-ThE sttRETA~Y OF ~TAfE TO INITiATE Nf~OTIA ]ONS-WITH 
THE GOVERNMENTOF-ISRAEL AN6 jo REPbRT BAC~ TO ME; END Ql;OTE. -

2• FYI SECTtO~ 651 OF THE AI~ AUT~ORIZAT10N ACT ~EAD~ AS 
FOLLo~~ ~: 

QUOTE: SECTION 651• SALE QF SUPERSONIC PLA~ES TO lSRA~L-
I T I S THE SE, JS [ 0 F THE COtJG :~ES S • THAT THE PRES I DENT SHOULD T .A.KE 
s0cH bTEPS AS MA~-BE NECESSAR~, AS §ooN AS PRACTitABLE AFTER-· 
THE DATE OF ENACfMENt OF THts··sECTION, TO NEGOfIATE AN AGREEMENT 
wiTH THE GOVERN~E~T OF is~AEL PR □ ViciING FOR THE S~LEi BY THf - -
UN I TED ST ATES OF SUCH· NUMBER OF SUPERSONIC PL ANES AS: M/, y BE 
NECESS. RY TO P~6~i6t ISRAEL WiTH A~-ADEQUAfE DETERRENT F6RCE 
CAPABL~ 0~ PREV~N!~NG f~TUR~ ~RAB A3RESSION BY OFfSETTI~G 
SOPHISTICATED 
WEAPO~S RECEIVE .. BY THE ARAB STATES AND TO REPLACE LOSSES 
SUFFERED 8 Y I SR .~ E ~. I N THE 1 9 6 7 CO NF~ I CT • END QUO T E E NC F y I 

3 • A T T H E I R D I ·. C ~ E T IO . : A DD i~E~ S E E pQ S T S M A Y W I SH T O P O I NT O U T 
TO LOCAL CONTACTS THAT P. ESIDENT•S STATEMENT WAS MADE I 1! CONTEXT 
OF CLEAR EXPRES~IO~ CONGRiSSibNAL VIEWS GN SUBJECT AND IN LIG~T­
CONTI, U :G SOVi[T DELIVERIE3 OF ARMS TO CfRTAIN ARAB COUNTRI s. 
WHILE WE RECOGNIZE ARABS WILL 8E PRONE ro JUMP TO UNJUSTIFIED 
CONCLUSIONS, SIMPLE FACT IS THAT ARMS LIMITATION IN CURRE:.T 
VOLATILE NEAR EASYER~ SiT0Ari6N CANNOT BE ONESI0ED• ~Ou SHOULD 
EMPHASIZE FACT TH~T GsG/GOI DISCUSSIONS M~Y TAKE SOME TIME 
AND AG· EE ;·1 ENT : .• Ji LI:_ • H1\VE TO 8 E •• R E A CHED ON A R ANGE OF 
POINTS BEFORE THERE-WILL BE ANY ACfUAL A!RtRAFT DISPATCHED TO 
THE AREA• • - - - - -

~• ALiH □ UGH YOU SHOGLD AVOID DISCUSSING COMPARISION. 0~ AIRC~AFT, 
YOU MAY WISH TO .N6TE THAT SINCE .JU~E 1967 WAR SOVIETS HAVE - -
DELIVERE0 MANYsu~tR~ONIC J~T-MILIT~RY AIRCRAFT TO ARAB COUNTRIES 
ON R NEAR ISRAtliS ~ORDERS~~iSEVE~AL TIME~ THE NUMB~R QF PHANT6M 
AIRCRAFT SRAEL H~S REQUESTED• FURTHERMORE, WITH-FRENCH EMBA, GO 
ON t1ARAGES, ISRAEL H S hAD .~O 80URc:E OF SUPPLY FO~· AIRCf;A-T IN THIS 
CAT:GORY TO REPL, CE ITS WARTIME OSSES• SUPPLY OF SUP(RSON!C: -
JETS TO ISRAEL BY- US. THUS FULLY CQ~S I STENT WI TH JUR LONG-

,, 
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STANDING POLICY OF ASSURING !SqAEL HAS ADE~UATE DtFENSE 
C~PABiLITY AND ~E~RES~~ts NO ~HANGE IN OU~ BA~IC ~PPROACH TO 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS OF AREA~ 

5. WE WILL toNTINUE ¼ORK FO~ RESO~UTION COMPLEX ARA~;fsRAEL 
ISSUES IN PEicEfG~--ATMO~PHERE WHICH.WOULD RENDER PROVISION 
A6DITIONAL AR~s-fb EiTH~R 8~0~ NO LONGER NECESSAR~• 

GP.,.3• RUSK 

-s--EERET-
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