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le PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT JOHNSON

TO KING HUSSEINs QUOTE YOUR MAJESTY» AS I PREPARE TO LEAVE
OFFICE, I WISH NOT ONLY TO SAY GOOD-BYE BUT ALSO TO THANK YoU
FOR HELPING TO MAKE POSSIBLE COOPERATION FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES DURING MY YEARS AS PRESIDENT. I

KNOW THAT THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL RESPECT ON WHICH
THIS COOPERATION HAS BEEN BASED WILL CONTINUE AND THAT BOTH

QUR PEOPLES WILL BE THE BETTER FOR! IToe

DUR PERSONAL' ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF SPECITAL
GRATIFICATION TO MEw THROUGH IT» BOTH OF US WERE ABLE TO

GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF DUR NATIONS' PROBLEMS AND
ASPIRATIONs I HAVE BEEN ACUTELY AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT
HAVE BESET YOUR COUNTRY AND PEOPLE, AND HAVE ADMIRED' YOUR
STEADFASTNESS AND COURAGE [N YQUR CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH TO

A PEACEFULE SOLUTIQN TO THESE PROBLEMS s I AM HOPEFUL THAT nUR
MUTUAL GOAL OF A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS JORDAN IN A PEACEFUL
AND PROSPERDOUS MIDDLE EAST WILL BE ACHIEVED IN THE NEAR FUTURE»
AND AM CONVINCED THAT OUR COOPERATION HAS ADVANCED THE
POSSIBILITY OF ACHIEVING THIS GOALl

A8 THE ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS OF OUR RECENT LUANR FLIGHT
SUGGEST» THIS SHRINKING GLDBE IS RAPIDLY BECOMING A SINGLE
NEIGHBORHOODe« EVEN THE MOST DISTANT NATIONS NOW LIVE CLOSER
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TO EACH OTHER THAN VILLAGES IN A SINGLE NATION QID NOT A FEW
CENTURIES AGOs COUNTRIES ARE LEARNING THAT THEY MUST WORK _
TOGETHER FOR COMMON ENDS I1F ANY ARE TO SURVIVE AND PROSPER IN

THE NEW WORLD OF INTERDEPENDENCE WHICH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
ARE HELPING TO CREATEe.

WE HAVE MADE SOME PRODGRESS TO THIS END IN RECENT YEARSS

NEW FORMS OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ARE EVIDENT IN MANY
AREASe I BELIEVE THAT THIS PROGRESS WILL CONTINUEs AND

THAT ONE DAY AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WILL COME INTO BEING
AHICH IS AS SOLIDLY GROUNDED IN COMMON INTEREST AND

COMMON INSTITUTIONS AS NATIONAL COMMUNITIES ARE TODAY.

[ KNOW THAT BOTH OUR COUNTRIES WILL PLAY A PART IN THIS GREAT
VENTURE » DESPITE MY RETIREMENT FROM THE PRESIDENCY, MY INTEREST
IN JORDAN'S ROLE AND MY FRIENDSHIP FOR ITS PEOPLE WILL REMAIN
STRONG,» AS WILL MY DEDICATION TO THE GOALS WHICH ROTH OUR
COUNTRIES SHARE. LYNDON Be. JOHNSON END QUOTE

2e ORIGINAL OF LETTER AND PHOTOGRAPHS BEING POUCHED.

I WHITE HOUSE' PLANS NO/ RELEASE THIS MESSAGE, BUT HAS NO
NBJECTION T0 RECIPIENT DOING S0

DECONTROL ON RECEIPT. RUSK
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Mr Rostow

January 18, 1969

Your Majesty:

As I prepare to leave office, I wish not oaly to say good-bye
but also to thank you for helping to make possible cooperation
for peace and progress hetween our two countries during my
years as President. [ know that the spirit of friendship and
mutual respect on which this cooperation has been based will
continue and that both our peoples will be the better for it.

Our personal association has been a source of special gratifi-
cation to me. Through it, both of us were able to gain a better
understanding of our nations' problems and aspirations. [ have
been acutely aware of the problems that bave beset your country
and people, and have admired your steadfastness and courage
in your constructive approach to a peaceful solution to these
problems. I am hopeful that our mutual goal of a peaceful and
prosperous Jordan in a peaceful and prosperous Middle East
will be achieved in the near future, and am convinced that our
cooperation has advanced the possibility of achieving this goal.

As the enclosed photographs of cur recent lunar flight suggest,
this shrinking globe is rapidly becoming a single neighborhood.
Even the most distant nationz now live closer to each other than
villages in a single nation did only a few centuries ago. Coun-
tries are learning that they must work together for common
ends if any are to survive and prosper in the new world of
interdependence which sclence and technology are helping to
create,

We have made some progress to this end in recent years. New
formsa of international cooperation are evident in many areas.

I believe that this progress will continue, and that one day an
international community will come into being which is as solidly
grounded in common interest and common institutions as national
communities are today.




-z.

I know that both our countries will play a part in thie great
venture. Despite my retirement from the Fresidency, my
interest in Jordan's role and my friendship for its people
will remain strong, as will my dedication to the goals which
both our countries share.

Sincerely,
Hia Majesty
Hussein I
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Amanan

L BJ:State:HHS:tmt 1/18/69




Suggested Farewell Message from
President Johnson to King Hussein

Your Majesty,
- ok

As I prepare to leave office, I wamt not only to say good=bye
but also to thank you for helping to make possible cooperation for
peace and progress between our two countries during my years as
President. I know that the spirit of friendship and mutual respect
on which this cooperation has been based will continue and that
both our peoples will be the better for it,

f-atso-want-te-thank-you fox Bur per_gonal association ,which—

has been a source of special gratificatiom, rough it, both of

us were able to gain a better understanding of our nations' probe=
lems and aspirations. I have been acutely aware of the problems

that have beset your country and people, and have admired your
steadfastness and courage in your constructive approach to a
peaceful solution to these problems, I am hopeful that our mutual
goal of a peaceful and prosperous Jordan in a peaceful and prosperous
Middle East will be achieved in the near future, and am convinced
that our cooperation has advanced the possibility of achieving this
goal,

As the enclosed photographs of our recent lunar flight suggest,
this shrinking globe is rapidly becoming a single neighborhood.
Even the most distant nations now live closer to each other than
villages in a single nation did only a few centuries ago., Countries
are learning that they must work together for common ends if any
are to survive and prosper in the new world of interdependence
which science and technology are helping to create.

We have made some progress to this end in recent years. New
forms of international cooperation are evident in many areas. I
believe that this progress will continue, and that one day an
international community will come into being which is as solidly
grounded in common interest and common institutions as national
communities are today.

I know that both our countries will play a part in this great
venture. Despite my retirement from the Presidency, my interest
in Jordan's role and my friendship for its people will remain strong

w—and-undiminished, as will my dedication to the goals which both our

countries share.

Lyndon B, Johnson



TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION WORK COPY

L

NEA /ARN
STATE

1. Plesse transmit following message from President Johnsoo to King
Hussein: QUOTE Your Majesty, Ae I prepare to leave office, I want not
only to say good-bye but also te thank you for helping to make possible
cooperation for peace and progress betweem our two countries during my
years as President. I kmow that the spirit of friendship and mutual
respect on which this cooperation hes been based will continue and that
both cur peoples will be the better for it.

I also want to thenk you for our personal association, which has
been a source of special gratification., Through it, both of us were able
to gain a better understanding of our nations' problems and aspirations.
I have been acutely aware of the problems thet have beset your coumtry and
people, and have adwired your steadfastness and courage in your construc~
tive approach to a peaceful solution to these problems. I am hopeful that
our mutual goal of a peaceful and prosperous Jordan in a peaceful and
prosperous iMiddle Bast will be achieved in the near future, and am convinmced
thet our cooperation has advanced the possibility of achieving this goal.

As the enclosed photographs of our recent lumar flight suggest, this
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shrinking globe is rapidly becoming a single neighborhood. Even the most
distant nations now live closer to each other tham villages in a single
nation did only & few mmkxs centuries ago. Countries are learning that
they must work together for common ends Af any ave to survive and prosper
in the new world of interdependence which science and technology are
helping to create.

Ve have made some progress to this end in = recent years. lNew forms
of international cooperation are evident in many aveag, I beliewe that
this progress will contimue, amd that one day an international commmity
will come into being which is as solidly grounded in common interest and
comumon institutioms as metional comsunities are today.

I know that both our countries will play a part in this great venture.
Despite my retirement from the Presidemcy, my interest in Jordan's role
and my friemdship for its people will remain strong and undiminished, as
will my dedication to the goals which both our countries share.
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January 17, 1969

Dear Mr, Prime Minister:

Asg | prepare to leave office, I want not only to say good-bye
but also to thank you for helping to make possible cooperation
for peace and progress between our two countries during my
years as President. I know that the spirit of friendship and
mutual respect on which this cooperation has been based will
continue and that both our peoples will be the better for it.

As the enclosed photographs of our recent lunar flight suggest,
this shrinking globe is rapidly becoming a single neighborhood.
Even the most distant nations now live closer to each other
than villages in a single nation did only a few centuries ago.
Countries are learning that they must work together for com-
mon ends if any are to survive and prosper in the new world
of interdependence which science and technology are helping
to create.

We have made some progress to this end in recent years,
New forms of international cooperation are evident in many
areas, 1 believe that this progress will continue, and that
one day an international community will come into being
which is as solidly grounded in common interest and common
institutions as national communities are today.

I know that both our countries will play a part in this great
venture., Despite my retirement from the Presidency, my
interest in Jordan's role and my friendship for its people
will remain strong and undiminished, as will my dedication
to the goals which both our countries share,

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Bahjat Talhouni
Prime Minister of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Amman
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

January 15, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Thank You Message from Prime Minister Talhouni
of Jordan to President Johnson

There is transmitted a thank you message from Prime Minister
Bahjat al-Talhouni of Jordan, acknowledging President Johnson's
New Year's greeting. The Department believes that no reply is
required. i o

SR
Wa . &1 auns

zﬁenjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosures

Text of Message from Prime Minister
Talhouni.
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Text of Message from Prime
Minister Talhouni to President Johnson

Your Excellency,

I have received with sincere thanks your kind message of
congratulations on the occasion of the New Year to me and the
people of Jordan.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to your
excellency and the people of the U.S.A. my warm greetings and
best wishes for continued prosperity and progress.

Sincerely,

Bahjat Talhouni
Prime Minister



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

Jenuary 15, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HCUSE

Subject: Thank You Message from Prime Minister Telhouni
of Jordan to President Johnson

There is transmitted a thank you message from Prime Minister
Bahjat al-Talhouni of Jordan, acknowledging President Johnson's
New Year's greeting. The Department believes that no reply is
required.

~Sr_
a . S ann

EiBenjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Text of Message from Prime Minister
Talhouni,






Text of Message from Prime
Minister Talhouni to President Johnson

Your Excellency,

I have received with sincere thanks your kind message of
congratulations on the occasion of the New Year to me and the
people of Jordan,

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to your
excellency and the people of the U.S.A. my warm greetings and
best wishes for continued prosperity and progress.

Sincerely,

Bahjat Talhouni
Prime Minister
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D,C. 20520

S/S-
/8=17120 Januasry 13, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Season's Greetings to the
President from Prime Minister
Bahjat Talhouni of Jordan

Enclosed is a Season's Greeting card to the
President from Prime Minister Talhouni. Since the
President has sent a holiday greeting card to the
Prime Minister, the Department recommends no reply.

Q'

njamin H. &;Zd

Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

As stated
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Prime Minis fer
Amman - Jordear




H.E. Mr Lyndon B Johnson
President of the United Stat=s
of America.

Washington. D, Ca




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

-]
S/8-17120 January 13, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Season's Greetings to the
President from Prime Minister
Bahjat Talhouni of Jordan

Enclosed is a Season's Greeting card to the
President from Prime Minister Talhouni. Since the
- President has sent a holiday greeting card to the
Prime Minister, the Department recommends no reply.

!{:‘” k Read

'nJamln
- Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

As stated
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e PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING NEW YEAR'S MESSAGES FROM THE
PRESIDENT TO THE KING AND PRIME MINISTER AL=TALHOUNI
RESPECTIVELY

BEGIN QUQTES

YOUR MAJESTYt ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I EXTEND TO

YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARMI GOOD WISHES FOR A
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEARs AS I APPROACH THE ENDI OF

MY TERM IN OFFICEs I TRUST THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL! BRING
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH FOR A JUST AND LASTING

MIDDLF EAST PEACEs WHICH BOTH OUR COUNTRIES SO EARNESTLY

DESIRE+ SINCERELY», LYNDON B JOHNSON END QUOTE BEGIN QUOTE:

YOUR EXCELLENCY3: AS ONE OF MY LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, @ EXTEND
TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN SINCERE GREETINGS!

AND BEST WISHES ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE COMING YEARe SINCERELYs» LYNDON B JOHNSON END QUOTE

2« WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN PUBLISH BUT HAS NO OBJECTION
SHOULp RECIPIENTS WISH TO DO SO« [F RECIPIENTS DO PLAN TO
PUBLISH WOULD APPRECIATE TWENTY=FQUR HOURS NOTICE s0
WHITE HOUSE MAY ARRANGE FOR JOINT RELEASE IF DESIREDe

3. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT, EXEMPT RUSK

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
Ao
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I+ PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING NEW YEAR'S MESSAGES FROM THE
PRESIDENT TO THE KING AND PRIME MINISTER AL=TALHOUNI
RESPECTIVELY

BEGIN QUOTEs

YOUR MAJESTYt ON BFHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I EXTEND TO

YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARM GOOD WISHES FOR A
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEARe AS I APPROACH THE END/ OF

MY TERM IN OFFICEs I TRUST THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL! BRING
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH FOR A JUST AND LASTING

MIDDLE EAST PEACE, WHICH BOTH OUR COUNTRIES SO EARNESTLY

DESIREs SINCERELYs LYNDON B JOHNSON END BUOTE BEGIN QUOTE:

YOUR gEXCELLENCY: AS ONE OF MY LAST QFFICIAL ACTS, I EXTEND
TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN SINCERE GREETINGS!

AND BEST WISHES ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE COMING YEARe SINCERELY» LYNDON B JOHNSON END QUOTE

2e WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN PUBLISH BUT HAS NO OBJECTION
SHOULp RECIPIENTS WISH TO DO SO« [F RECIPIENTS DO PLHN TO
PUBLIGH WOULD APPRECIATE TWENTY=FQUR HOURS NOTICE SO
WHITE HOUSE MAY ARRANGE FOR JOINT RELEASE IF DESIREDe

3. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT, EXEMPT RUSK
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C, 20520

January 1, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Acknowledgement of King Hussein to Pres-
ident Johnson's 'Id al-Fitr Greeting

Enclosed is a thank you message from His Majesty
King Hussein of Jordan acknowledging President Johnson's
message of greetings on the occasion of the Moslem
'Id al-Fitr observance. The Department recommends
that no reply be sent to this message. -

L7 A W/ 1/

Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Message from King Hussein.
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His Excellency President Lyndon B. Johnson,
President of the United States of America.

I wish to thank Your Excellency most sincerely
for your kind message of felicitations on the occasion
of 'Id al-Fitr. I take this opportunity to extend to
Your Excellency my best wishes for your personal
happiness and the continued prosperity of the

American people.

Hussein I



3920

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

January 1, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Acknowledgement of King Hussein to Pres-
ident Johnson's 'lId al-Fitr Greeting

Enclosed is a thank you message from His Majesty
King Hussein of Jordan acknowledging President Johnson's
message of greetings on the occasion of the Moslem
'Id al-Fitr observance. The Department recommends
that no reply be sent to this message.

/s/ William S. Shepard

for Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Message from King Hussein.
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His Excellency President Lyndon B. Johnson,
President of the United States of America.

I wish to thank Your Excellency most sincerely
for your kind message of felicitations on the occasion
of 'Id al-Fitr. 1 take this opportunity to extend to
Your Excellency my best wishes for your personal
happiness and the continued prosperity of the

American people.

Hussein I




THE WHITE HousEe
WASHINGTON

'"tell Jim Jones that's allright...
to tell Walt Rostow to go over all
of these and see that they're all

allright."
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Everything is A-OK on this batch,
Nothing strange. Only one grammatical
eérror which I corrected. :
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DE WTE 4701
Received: IBJ Ranch CommCen
FROM WALT ROSTOW 8:00 PM CST Sautrday 28 DEC 1968

TO THE PRESIDENT
CITE WHE2939 WOT AQQIET
UN QL.&;&@EE‘ ﬁED

UNCLAS
DECEMBER 28, 1568

FOLLOWING ARE THREE SETS OF DRAFT NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS TO CHIEFS
OF STATE COR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT:

EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC

NO MESSAGE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK, DUE TO
THE LACK OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA. IN THE CASES OF
JAPAN, LAOS AND VIETNAM, STATE RECOMMENDS THAT PAST PRACTICE BE
FCLLOWED, AND THAT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES BE SENT ONLY TO PRINME
MINISTER SATO OF JAPAN, KING SRI SAVANG VATTHANA OF LAOS AND
PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU OF VIETNAM.

DEAR LORD CASEY:

DURING 1965 WE HAVE TAKEN IMPORTANT STEPS
TOWARDS PEACE ON THIS EARTH. WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN
A GIANT STEP INTO THE UNIVERSE THAT LIES BEYOND
OUR EARTH. IN BOTH OF THESE HISTORIC ENDEAVORS,
AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE PARTNERS.
YOUR CONTRIBUTION HAS BEEN INVALUABLE. LET US
CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE 1969 A YEAR OF
EVEN CLOSER PARTNERSHIP AND FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARDS
THE GOALS WE SHARE.

WARMEST BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR TO
YOU AND TO ALL AUSTRALIANS,

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
THE RIGHT HONORABLE
LORD CASEY, PeCey GoCoMeGey Co.Hs,
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF AUSTRALIA.

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER:

YOUR FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE HAS BEEN A YEAR
OF FRUITFUL COLLABORATION BETWEEN US. I HAVE
ENJOYED OUR ASSOCIATION, AND YOUR VISIT TO THIS COUNTRY
LAST MAY WILL LONG BE REMEMBERED. I AM CONFIDENT
THAT UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP AUSTRALIA WILL CONTINUE
TO WORK OUT ITS DESTINY AS ONE OF THE GREAT FREE
NATIONS OF THE PACIFIC. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS ME IN

SENDING YOU AND MRS. GORTON OUR WARM PERSONAL REGARDS
AND BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR.




“THE RIGHT HONORABLYE
DUDLEY SENANAYAKE,
PRIME MINISTER,
GOVERNMENT OF CEYLON,
COLOMBO.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

I TAKE THE OCCASION OF OUR NEW YEAR TO
EXTEND TO YOU, AND THROUGH YOU, TO ALL THE CITIZENS
OF ISRAEL, MY FOND HOPE THAT THE YEAR 1565 WILL MARK
THE BEGINNING OF THAT PEACE ENVISIONED BY THE PROPHETS
CF OLD AND SO DESPERATELY NEEDED BY ALL MEN OF TODAY.
IN THE YEARS TO COME I WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW WITH
SYMPATHY aND CONFIDENCE ISRAEL'S PURSUIT OF A JUST AND
LASTING PEACE.

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
ZALMAN SHAZAR,
PRESIDENT,

JERUSALEM.

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTERS

AS WE IN THE UNITED STATES PREPARE TO CELEBRATE
THE DAWN OF A NEW YEAR I SEND YOU MY PERSONAL
GREETING AND EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR FRIEND=
SHIP THROUGHOUT MY ADMINISTRATION. WITH THIS MESSAGE
GOES MY FERVENT HOPE FOR THE ADVENT OF A JUST AND
LASTING PEACE TO THE MIDDLE EAST. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS
ME IN WISHING YOU AND MRS. ESHKOL "SHALOM".

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
LEVI ESHKOL,
PRIME MINISTER,
JERUSALENM.

YOUR MAJESTY:

. ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I EXTEND TO YOU AND TO
THE PEOPLE OF_JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARM GOOD WISHES
FOR A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. AS I APPROACH
THE END OF MY TERM IN OFFICE, I TRUST THAT THE COMING

YEAR WILL BRING SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH FOR
A JUST AND LASTING MIDDLE EAST PEACE, WHICH BOTH OUR
COUNTRIES SO EARNESTLY DESIRE.

SINCERELY,

HIS MAJESTY
HUSSEIN I,
AMMAN, |

YOUR EXCELLENCY:

AS ONE OF MY LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, I EXTEND TO YOU AND
TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN SINCERE GREETINGS AND BEST
WISHES ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR
THE COMING YEAR.

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
EAHJAT AL~-TALHOUNI,
PRINE MINISTER,
AMMAN.

YOUR HIGHNESS:

I SEND YOU MY WARMEST WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS ON THE
OCCASION OF THE NEW YEAR, 1969. ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES I EXPRESS MY PLEASURE THAT WE WERE RECENTLY ABLE
TO WELCOME YOU AS A DISTINGUISHED GUEST TO OUR COUNTRY AND MY,
THANKFULNESS FOR YOUR SAFE RETURN TO YOUR OWN LAND.

IN CONCLUDING MY TERM OF OFFICE, I EXTEND TO YOUR HIGHNESS,.

AND THROUGH YOU, THE PEOPLE OF KUWAIT MY WARMEST GOOD WISHES
FOR CONTINUED HEALTH AND PROSPERITY.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

11tell Jim Jones that's allright...
to tell Walt Rostow to go over all
of these and see that they're all

allright."
LBJ/yb
12/29/68
T:15p
{ .
o)
u) v
FROM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Everything is A-OK on this batch.
Nothing strange. Only one grammatical
error which I corrected.

Doris
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FOLLOWING ARE THREE SETS OF DRAFT NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS TO CHIEFS
OF STATE OR HEADS OF GOVERNMENT:

EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC

NO MESSAGE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK, DUE TO
THE LACK OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA. IN THE CASES OF
JAPAN, LAOS AND VIETNAM, STATE RECOMMENDS THAT PAST PRACTICE BE
FOLLOWED, AND THAT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES BE SENT ONLY TO PRIME
MINISTER SATO OF JAPAN, KING SRI SAVANG VATTHANA OF LAOS AND
PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU OF VIETNAM.

DEAR LORD CASEY:

DURING 15969 WE HAVE TAKEN IMPORTANT STEPS
TOWARDS PEACE ON THIS EARTHe. WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN
A GIANT STEP INTO THE UNIVERSE THAT LIES BEYOND
OUR EARTH. IN BOTH OF THESE HISTORIC ENDEAVORS,
AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE PARTNERS.
YOUR CONTRIBUTION HAS BEEN INVALUABLE. LET US
CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE 1969 A YEAR OF
EVEN CLOCSER PARTNERSHIP AND FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARDS
THE GOALS WE SHARE.

WARMEST BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR TO
YOU AND TO ALL AUSTRALIANS,

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
THE RIGHT HONORABLE
LORD CASEY, PeCey GeCeMeGey CoHe,
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF AUSTRALIA.

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER:

YOUR FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE HAS BEEN A YEAR
OF FRUITFUL COLLABORATION BETWEEN US. I HAVE
ENJOYED OUR ASSOCIATION, AND YOUR VISIT TO THIS COUNTRY
LAST MAY WILL LONG BE REMEMBERED. I AM CONFIDENT
THAT UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP AUSTRALIA WILL CONTINUE
TO WORK OUT ITS DESTINY AS ONE OF THE GREAT FREE
NATIONS OF THE PACIFIC. MRS. JOHNSON JOINS ME IN
SENDING YOU AND MRS. GORTON OUR WARM PERSONAL REGARDS
AND BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR.




“THE RIGHT HONORABLE
DUDLEY SENANAYAKE,
PRIME MINISTER,
GOVERNMENT OF CEYLON,
COLOMBO.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

I TAKE THE OCCASION OF OUR NEW YEAR TO
EXTEND TO YOU, AND THROUGH YOU, TO ALL THE CITIZENS
OF ISRAEL, MY FOND HOPE THAT THE YEAR 1969 WILL MARK
THE BEGINNING OF THAT PEACE ENVISIONED BY THE PROPHETS
OF OLD AND SO DESPERATELY NEEDED BY ALL MEN OF TODAY.
IN THE YEARS TO COME I WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW WITH
SYIPATHY aAND CONFIDENCE ISRAEL®S PURSUIT OF A JUST AND
LASTING PEACE.

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
ZALKAN SHAZAR,
PRESIDENT,
JERUSALENM.

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER:

AS WE IN THE UNITED STATES PREPARE TO CELEBRATE
THE DAWN OF A NEW YEAR I SEND YOU MY PERSONAL
GREETING AND EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR FRIEND=-
SHIP THROUGHOUT MY ADMINISTRATION. WITH THIS MESSAGE
GOES MY FERVENT HOPE FOR THE ADVENT OF A JUST AND
LASTING PEACE TO THE MIDDLE EAST. IMRS. JOHNSON JOINS
ME IN WISHING YOU AND MRS. ESHKOL "SHALOM".

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
LEVI ESHKOL,
PRIME MINISTER,
JERUSALEM.

YOUR MAJESTY:

ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I EXTEND TO YOU AND TO
THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN GREETINGS AND WARM GOOD WISHES
FOR A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. AS I APPROACH
THE END OF MY TERM IN OFFICE, I TRUST THAT THE COMING
YEAR WILL BRING SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE SEARCH FOR
A JUST AND LASTING MIDDLE EAST PEACE, WHICH BOTH OUR
COUNTRIES SO EARNESTLY DESIRE.

SINCERELY,

HIS MAJESTY
HUSSEIN I,
AMMAN, N

YOUR EXCELLENCY:

AS ONE OF MY LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, I EXTEND TO YOU AND
TO THE PEOPLE OF _JORDAN SINCERE GREETINGS AND BEST
WISHES ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR
THE COMING YEAR.

SINCERELY,

HIS EXCELLENCY
BAHJAT AL-TALHOUNI,
PRIME MINISTER,
AMMAN.

YOUr HIGHNESS:

I SEND YOU MY WARMEST WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS ON THE
OCCASION OF THE NEW YEAR, 1969, ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES I EXPRESS MY PLEASURE THAT WE WERE RECENTLY ABLE
TO WELCOME YOU AS A DISTINGUISHED GUEST TO OUR COUNTRY AND MY,
THANKFULNESS FOR YOUR SAFE RETURN TO YOUR OWN LAND.

IN CONCLUDING MY TERM OF OFFICE, I EXTEND TO YOUR HIGHNESS,.
AND THROUGH YOU, THE PEOPLE OF KUWAIT MY WARMEST GOOD WISHES
FOR CONTINUED HEALTH AND PROSPERITY.

o




Suggested Message

. Your Majesty:

On behalf of the American people, it is my great
pleasure to extend sincere greetings end warmest good
. wishes_to fou and to the people of Jordan on the
occasion of 'Id al-Fitr.

Sincerely,

ILyndon B. Johnson

His Majesty
Hussein I,
King of the Hashenite Kingdom of Jordan,
Amman,
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" you and to the people of Jordan on the occasilon of 'fid gl-Fitx",

Lyndox B, Johnson, UDGUOTE
2. Vhite llouse does mot plan release but has no objection if COJ

vishes to do ¢o.

FEA/ARN:RPParanellisgvl 12/16/63 1ZA - Dodger P. Davies
NEA/P - Me. Smith s/s -
Bos ihel ‘cSl stray (info) Yhite Youse
S/CPR « 5. Jolinston NEAJARN - 13, Seelye

TORN, 55322

B-85

LT”_rF‘ -} C-:-—n-l-r\-rl.. rev T
Corractions made on crlgmdl green MU l’)e de on this and other

Hlimsy work copies before dalivery to Te.L.wmmumca tions Operations Division

l.ltL e

COPY



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Suggested Message

Your Majesty:

On behalf of the American people, it is my great
pleasure to extend sincere greetings and warmest good
wishes to you and to the people of Jordan on the
occasion of "Id al-Fitr.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

His Majesty
Hussein I,
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
Amman.,
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

NEA /ARN
STATE
TEHAe
SUBJ ID-AL~FITR Messages
1. Please deliver following to King Hussein at appropriate time:
QUOTE: Your Majesty: On behalf of the Awerican people, it is uy
great pleasure to extend sincere greetings and warmest good wishes to
you and to the people of Jordan on the occasion of "id al-Fitx".
Lyndon B. Johunson. UNQUOTE
2. Vhite House does not plan release but has no objection Lif COJ
wishes to do so.

EBD

NEA/ARN:RPPagavelli:gvl 12/16/68 MEA - Rodger P. Davies
NEA/P - Mr. Smith s8/s -
P - Mr. McCloskey (info) White House
8/CPR = Mrs. Johmnatom NEA/ARN - Mr. Seelye
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Your Excellency:
| s | AT As one of my last official
b
acts, Qextend to you and to the people of Jordan
sincere greetings and best wishes on behalf of the
people of the United States for the coming year.

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Bahjat al-Talhouni,
Prime Minister,

Amman.

/2 o



Your Majesty:
, sy O vcnair of the
Americon 5
A People G | - i to you and to

the people of Jordan greetings and warm good wishes
for a happy and prosperous New Year. As I approach
the end of my term in office, I trust that the coming
year will bring substantial progress in the search for
a Just and lasting Middle East peace, which both our
countries so earnestly desire.

Sincerely,

His Majesty
Hussein I,

Amman/{
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 289872
SUBJ: 'ID=AL-FITR MESSAGES

e PLS DELIVER FOLLOWING TO KING HUSSEIN AT APPROPRIATE TIME:
QTE: YOUR MAJESTY: ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, IT

1S MY GREAT PLEASURE TO EXTEND SINCERE GREETINGS AND WARMEST
GOOD WISHES TO YOU AND TO THE PEOPLE OF JORDAN ON THE OCCASION
OF "'1D AL=FITR",

LYNDON Be JOHNSON UNQTE

2+« WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN RELEASE BUT HAS NO OBJECTION IF
GOJ WISHES TO DO Spe RUSK

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE | ﬁ»’

2/ Washington, D.C. 20520

N S December 27, 1968
575 16485 cember s, 19
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW

THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Presidential New Year's Greetings
to Near Eastern Chiefs of State
and/or Heads of Government

Enclosed are proposed New Year's Greetings prepared
by the Department from the President to Near Eastern _ "
Chiefs of State and/or Heads of Government. | No messages \
have been prepared for Greece, the UAR, Yemen, Iraq, Syria
or the People's Republic of Southern Yemen.

Owing to the delicate nature of our relations with
Greece, the Department does not believe it appropriate to
send Presidential messages to either the King, who is still
absent from Greece, or to Prime Minister Papadopoulos.

We do not address routine messages to the Regent. This
policy is the same as the one followed in the preparation
of the President's 1968 New Year's Greeting.

It would not be appropriate to send Presidential
messages to the UAR, Yemen, Iraq or Syria which. broke
relations with us in June 1967.

In view of the accusation by President Qahtan al-Shaabi
of the People's Republic of Southern Yemen that the United
States was attempting to bring down his regime (''New York
Times'", December 26, page 8), we also do not believe it
appropriate to send him Presidential New Year's Greetings.

A message has not been prepared for Prime Minister
Hoveyda of Iran. Conceivably such a message might detract
from the message to the Shah, and the Prime Minister has
received several substantive messages resulting from his
visit to the United States earlier this month.



In order to enable the posts to ensure timely delivery
we would hope to transmit the approved messages telegraphically
before December 31. :

o
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B J e { £ ;
Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosures:

As stated




—CONFIRENP T

BKS:

Rogar revised the messages to the President and Prime Minister of India and

the XKing and Prine ginister of Nepaloe I redid the one to the Shah of Irane

These are the first things attschedy, thogther with the messages they replacee

None of this has been cleared with State, but the only possible problem is

my reference to Hoveidals visite

State forgot the message to Prime Minister Demirel of Turkey, but will send

one first thing Monday. Roger is taking up whether the Prime Minister of Afghanistan

should get a message with State. We have no message for Lebanon, but #oger Davies

thinks one was written and is checkingo™ 44?}(4¢44/

To eliminate " I wish to extend greetings" wording the following changes should
be mades
To Senanayake==delete "wish to" in the second lineo‘fﬁ
To Shazar-- delete ®Ywish to" in the first line. “ff
To Eshkol==delete *wish to" in the second lineo / /
To Hussein== begin #Cn behalf of the American people I extend 10 Youeeo
To Talhouni==kegin "As one of my last official acts, I extend to youoooﬁy/,
To the Amir of Kuwait-- begin "I send you my warnest wisheseoo!
delete "would like to" in thct§;§§¥ line

To Ayus--delete "wish to" in the first line, &7 S

To Faisal=-delete "would like to! in the first lines

y

John foster
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CONGRATULATORY MESSAGF
FROM KING HUSSEIN ON APOLLO' EIGHT

REF® AMMAN 8093
ls PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT JOHNSON TO' KING HUSSEING

QTE® YOUR MAJESTY:
ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE
ON THE OCCASION OF TH COMPLETION OF THE APOLLD VIII MISSION.

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF APOLLO VIII AND ITS GALLATN CREW IS AN HISTORIC
STEP IN MAN'S SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE' OF THE UNIVERSE IN WHICH HE
LIVESs AND HERALDS A BRIGHT NEW ERA OF EXPLORATION AND _
SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATINe COLe BORMAN, CAPTe LOVELL2 AND LT

COL» ANDERS JOIN ME IN THIS EXPRESSION OF APPRECIAON FOR YQUR
KIND WORDSe

SINCERELY»

LYNDON Be JOHNSON UNQTE

2¢ WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN PUBLISH BUT HAS NO OBRJECTION SHOULD
KING WISH TO DO SO« [F PALACE DOES PLAN TO PUBLISH WOULD
APPRECIATE 24 HDURS NOTICE SO WHITE HOUSE MAY ARRANGE

JOINT RELEASE IFI DESIREDs RUSK
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DEPARTMENT QF STATE

Yashinglon, D.C. 20520

Bl

B At WL TR

Deceomber 25, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, WALT ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: The President's Reply to King IHussein's Letier

Enclosed is a suggested reply from the President to
King Hussein's letter of November 30, Although we initially
recommended that there was no need for a response, our
Ambasgsador in Amman subsequently reported that Hussein
was expecting a reply, We believe now that failure to -
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's
strong recommendaiion that a reply be sent,

Bl

Benjamin H, Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:
Suggested reply to
King Hussein

—SECREY—
GROUP 3

Dowhgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified,

va (- F0/




DEPARTMENT OF STATE . L \\,\o

Suggested Reply

.Your Majesty:

I appreclate the frank exposition of your concerns-
and_problems regarding the general areé situation and
that of Jordén in pérticular as'cqntained-in'your iétter
of Noﬁémber'30. I beli;ve it {8 indicative of close and
'--friendly US=Jordanian ties and of your'perSOnal confideﬁce
in me that you feel free to express your views {n such a
direct manner.

In the past,difficult eighteen months we have played
an active role in support of Ambassador Jarrzing's efforts
to Ering a just peace in the framework of the Security
Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain
that the new administration will give priority attention
to attalinment of peace in Ehe Near East.

ESince this will most probably be our last exchange
of correspondence before I relinquish office as President,

1 veaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership,

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried

His Majesty
Hussein I, :
| King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
! Amman,

By i {-Fo/



https://months.we
https://confidet1.ce

-0 -

over the past months. I wish you guccess in yout

"_'determination to bring peace, Justice and pfospexity

R to your people. Your constructive gecals have my 5upp0rt

-rand that of myICOUntxy, and I feel confident that my
sﬁccessar will,viéw yqur'braiseworthy aspirations in al.
similar light, |

. With warmest personal regards,l

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

—SEERETF-
December 25, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: The President's Reply to King Hussein's Letter

Enclosed is a suggested reply from the President to
King Hussein's letter of November 30, Although we initially
recommended that there was no need for a response, our
Ambassador in Amman subsequently reported that Hussein
was expecting a reply. We believe now that failure to
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's
strong recommendation that a reply be sent.

BHR.

Benjamin H, Read ‘T,
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:
Suggested reply to
King Hussein

—SECRET—
GROUP 3

Downgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified,

L}, 1i-3-0)



DEPARTMENT OF STATE \«\\9

Suggested Reply

Your Majesty:

I appreciate the frank exposition of your concerns
and problems regarding the general area situation and
that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter
of November 30. I believe it is indicative of close and
friendly US-Jordanian ties and of your personal confidence
in me that you feel free to express your views in such a
direct manner.

In the past difficult eighteen months we have played
an active role in support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts
to bring a just peace in the framework of the Security
Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain
that the new administration will give priority attention
to attainment of peace in the Near East.

Since this will most probably be our last exchange
of correspondence before I relinquish office as President,
I reaffirm my great édmiration for your wise leadership,

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried

His Majesty
Hussein I,
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
Amman,

/2, [1-3=01



over the past months. I wish you success in your
determination to bring peace, justice and prosperity

to your people. Your constructive goals have my support
and that of my country, and I feel confident that my
successor will view your praiseworthy aspirations in a

similar light.
With warmest personal regards,

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson
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Ref: AMMAN 7684

1. Please deliver the following message to King Hussein from the

President: QUOTE Your Majesty: I appreciate the frank exposition

of your concerns and problems regarding the general area situation and

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter of November 30,

I believe it is indicative of close and friendly US-Jordanian ties and of

your personal confidence in me that you feel free to express your views

in such a direct manner,

2. In the past difficult eighteen months we have played an active role in
support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts to bring a just peace in the frame-
work of the Security Council Resolution of November 22, 1967, I feel certain
that the new administration will give priority attention to attainment of

peéce in the Near East,

3. Since this will most probably be our last exchange of correspondence before

—I relinquish office as President, I reaffirm my great admiration for your _]

o
Drafted 7 d Tel. Ext, Telagraphic transmission and

_):.
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[_ wise leadership, gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried over the —I
past months. I wish you success in your determination to bring peace, justice and
prosperity to your people. Your constructive goals have my support and that of

my country, and I feel confident that my successor will view your praiseworthy
aspirations in a similar light, With warmest personal regards, Lyndon B.
Johnson, END QUOTE,

GP-3.

END

L. _

uT
CORM DSI2A

a.a3 Classification
COMIIHIUATION alEET




C r/ U - ?‘Jc- S ﬁj /’V/)t!
e - T —

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

December 25, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR.. WALT ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: The President's Reply to King Hussein's Letter

Enclosed is a suggested reply from the President to
King Hussein's letter of November 30, Although we initially
recommended that there was no need for a response, our
Ambassador in Amman subsequently reported that Hussein
was expecting a reply., We believe now that failure to
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's
strong recommendation that a reply be sent.

bHR, (. «,

Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:
Suggested reply to
King Hussein

—SECRET—
GROUP 3

Downgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified,

/7, /-3
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Suggested Reply

Your Majesty:

I appreciate the frank exposition of your concerns
and problems regarding the general area situation and
that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter
of November 30. I believe it is indicative of close and
friendly US-Jordanian ties and of your personal confidence
in me that you feel free to express your views in such a
direct manner.

In the past difficult eighteen months we have played
an active role in support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts
to bring a just peace in the framework of the Security
Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain
that the new administration will give priority attention
to attainment of peace in the Near East.

Since this will most probably be our last exchange
of correspondence before I relinquish office as President,
I reaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership,

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried

His Majesty
Hussein I,
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
Amman,

7
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over the past months. I wish you success in your
determination to bring peace, justice and prosperity
to your people. Your constructive goals have my support
and that of my country, and I feel confident that my
successor will view your praiseworthy aspirations in a
similar light.

With warmest personal regards,

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson
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1. Please deliver the following message to King Hussein from the

President: QUOTE Your Majesty: I appreciate the frank exposition

of your concerns and problems regarding the general area situation and

that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter of November 30,

I believe it is indicative of close and friendly US-Jordanian ties and of

your personal confidence in me that you feel free to express your views

in such a direct manner,

2. In the past difficult eighteen months we have played an active role in
support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts to bring a just peace in the frame-~
work of the Security Council Resolution of November 22, 1967, I feel certain
that the new administration will give priority attention to attainment of

peace in the Near East.

3. Since this will most probably be our last exchange of correspondence before

—I relinquish office as President, I reaffirm my great admiration for your _I
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r_wise leadership, gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried over the _I
past months., I wish you success in your determination to bring peace, justice and

prosperity to your people. Your constructive goals have my support and that of

my country, and I feel confident that my successor will view your praiseworthy
aspirations in a similar light, With warmest personal regards, Lyndon B.
Johnson, END QUOTE,
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le» PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO KING HUSSEIN FROM
THE PRESIDENT! GUOTE YOUR MAJESTY: ] APPRECIATE THE FRANK
EXPOSITION OF YOUR CONCERNS AND PROBLEMS REGARDING THE GENERAL
AREA SITUATION AND THAT OF JORDAN IN PARTICULAR AS! CONTAINED
IN YOUR LETTER OF NOVEMBER 38 I BELIEVE IT IS INDICATIVE

OF CLOSE AND FRIENDLY US«JORDANIAN TIES AND OF YOUR PERSONAL
CONFIDENCE IN ME THAT YOU FEFEL FREE TQ EXPRESS® YOUR VIEWS IN
SUCH a DIRECT MANNER o

2e IN THE PAST DIFFICULT EIGHTEEN MONTHS WE HAVE PLAYED

AN ACTIVE ROLE IN SUPPORT OF AMBASSADOR JARRING'S EFFORTS

TO BRING A JUST PEACE IN THE FRAMEWORK' OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
RESOLYTION OF NOVEMBER 22, 1967« I FEEL CERTAIN THAT THE

NEW ADMINISTRATION WILL GIVE PRIORITY ATTENTIUN TO' ATTAINMENTY
OF PEACE IN THE NEAR EAST. &
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CORRESPONDENCE BEFORE I RELINGUISH OFFICE AS PRESIDENT I
REAFFIRM MY GREAT ADMIRATION FOR YOUR WISE LEADERSHIPs GALLANTRY
AND COURAGE WHICH HAVE BEEN S0 SEVERELY TRIED OVERI THE PAST
MONTHge I WISH YOU SUCCESS IN YOUR DETERMINATION TO! BRING
PEACE, JUSTICE AND PROSPERITY TO YOUR PEOPLEe YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE
GOALS HAVE MY SUPPDRT AND THAT OF MY COUNTRY, AND 1 FEEL
CONFIPENT THAT MY SUCCESSOR WILL/ VIEW YOUR PRAISEWORTHY
ASPIRATIONS IN A STMILAR LIGHTe WITH WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDSS
LYNDON Be JOHNSONs END QUOTES
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A
THE WHITE House ?

WASHINGTON ’V

Wednesday, December 25, 1968
11:50 AM

Mr. President:

Herewith a proposed response to King
Hussein's letter to the President.

Our ambassadcor in Jordan now believee a
response is appropriate.

The draft is simply a courteous
statement bridging the time until the
new Administration takes hold and
makes its Middle East dispositions.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, D.C. 20520

December 25, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, WALT ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: The President's Reply to King Hussein's Letter

Enclosed is a suggested reply from the President to
King Hussein's letfer of November 30. Although we initially
recommended that there was no need for a response, our
Ambassador in Amman subsequently reported that Hussein
was expecling a reply, We helieve now that failure to
respond might be misinterpreted and concur in the Ambassador's
strong recommendation that a reply be sent,

BHR,

Benjamin II, Read ‘T)
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:
Suggested reply to
King Hussein

—SHCRET—

GROUP 3
Downgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE o

Suggested Repl

- Your Majesty:

I appreciate the frank exposition of your concerns
and problems regarding the general area situation and
that of Jordan in particular as contained in your letter
of November 30. I believe it is indicative of close and
friendly US-Jordanian ties and of your personal confidence
in me that you feel free to express your views in such a
direct manner.

In the past difficult eighteen months we have played
an active role in support of Ambassador Jarring's efforts
to bring a just peace in the framework of the Security
Council Resolution of November 22, 1967. I feel certain
that the new administration will give priority aﬁtention
to attainment of peace in the Near East.

Since this will most probably be our last exchange
of correspondence before I relinquish office as President,
I reaffirm my great admiration for your wise leadership,

gallantry and courage which have been so severely tried

His Majesty
Hussein I,
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,

Amman, 7 //-3%

- 4
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over the past months. I wish you success in your
determination to bring peace, justice and prosperity
to your people. Your constructive goals have my support
and that of my country, and I feel confident that my
successor will view your praiseworthy aspirations in a
similar light.

With warmest personal regards,

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson
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Washingtion, D.C. 20520

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTO / 0 %C V>
THE WHITE HOUSE *ﬁ*?*

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Messageson the
Occasion of 'Id al=Fitr

Enclosed are proposed Presidential messages to King Faisal of
Saudi Arabia, Acting Amir Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah of Kuwait, President
Qahtan al-Shaabi of Southern Yemen, King Hussein of Jordan, Prime
Minister Yafi of Lebanon, President Ayub of Pakistan, and King Zahir
of Afghanistan on the occasion of 'Id al-Fitr (Feast of Fastbreaking).
The Feast will be celebrated on or about December 21, 1968. This is
the second most important religious holiday in the Muslim year and
messages of congratulations are traditionally sent to heads of state
or government in Muslim countries.

The Ruler of Kuwait will be in Washington, D. C., and we are
proposing a similar Presidential measage to him in a separate

memorandum.
% &‘1
BenJamln H. Read
Executive Secretary
Enclosures: A ;
Messages for 'Id al=Fitr to: 1% 1
1. King Faisal N 4
2, Acting Amir, Kuwait I
3. President al=-Shaabi ] v 7’
4. King Hussein \-.'.-. %
5. Prime Minister Yafi LN
6. President Ayub 7\
7. King Zahir "1§ . X"
Q)J ry\_l
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

December 11, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter from King Hussein to
President Johnson Replying
to the President's Message
of October 11, 1968

Enclosed is King Hussein's signed letter of
November 30, 1968 to the President. Embassy Amman
telegraphed the text to the Department on December 2.
My memorandum to you of December 5, 1968 transmitted
the text and recommended no reply.

."{ g L =
t L LA, ré:!:‘__ \
Benjamin H. Read (JT

Executive Secretary

Enclosures:

1. King Hussein's Letter

2. Copy of My Memorandum, December 5

3. Copy of Embassy Amman's Covering
Airgram
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Wasningtonr, D.C. 20520 -

—SEGREFFEXDIS December 5, 1968

L

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: King Hussein's Reply to the President's
Message

Transmitted as an enclosure is King Hussein's reply to the
President's message of October 11, As you will recall, the occasion
for the President's message was our announcement to open negotiations
for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel. The message was
designed to reassure the King that these negotiations in no way
prejudiced USG support for the Jarring Mission or for Jordan.,

g The King is obviously very upset with the proposed sale of
R Phantoms to Israel., His sharply worded reply to the President
reflects the great strains placed upon him during the past months.

A principal thrust of the King's reply is that alleged Israeli
intransigence and alleged United States' passivity in the face of _
this intransigence impedes a peaceful settlement in the Middle East.
Other points made by the King include: (1) the proposed Phantom
sale directly contradicts our profession of support for the Jarring
Mission; (2) Jordan has suffered from Israeli military actions since
the June 1967 war, particularly from aircraft supplied to Israel by
the United States; (3) Jordan's marked military inferiority to Israel
requires a military quid pro quo for Jordan to offset the Phantoms;
(4) the United States' commitment to the territorial integrity of
Jordan continues to be violated by Israeli occupation; (5) U. S.
actions and positions on the Middle East problem are making it diffi=-
cult for Hussein and other moderate Arabs to justify their close '
ties with the United States.

Our Ambassador in Jordan has a continuing dialogue with the King
and there is no need for a further response on the part of the Presi=
dent, A signed copy of the letter has been sent by pouch.

N “ ( \.u

TRre . p A, -

: ©  Benjdmin H.. ".'Réﬂq by
Executive Secretary Lol

Enclosure:
Text of King Hussein's Message
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E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ_0)-270
By 4¢22, NARA, Date /230 X

THE ROYAL PALACBE,
Amman, Jordan,
November 3JOth, 1968.

Dear Mr. President,

I appreciated receiving your message of October 1l1lth, 1968.
Unfortunately it confirmed my premonition that the United States would
decide to supply Israel with (Air Superiority) Phantom Jet Aircraft.

In your message, Sir, you expressed the hope that I would understand
the circumstances which led you to take this action. Frankly, I could not help
but be more disillusioned by this action. As you are aware, Mr. President,

I have done, and will continue to do, all that is humanly possible in the
hope of clearing the way to a just, honourable, and thus lasting peace

in our area. I am willingly taking great political and other risks in my
endeavoure to achieve that objective. If we have been unable to make any
substantial progress towards peace, it is because of Israel's intransigence
and failure to make any substantial contributions and concessions towards
that end, as well as Israel's obvious territorial ambitions which she often

shrouds under the guise of "National Security".

I strongly believe that the supply of Phantoms to Israel, if it
does not increase her belligerent ambitions, then it certainly does not
contribute towards curtailing them. The continuous flow of arme into Israel
may only encourage her intransigent attitude, and thus, I fail to see how
the decision on the Phantoms would not in any way diminish your support for

Ambassador Jarring's efforts.

I quite agree that our search for peace in the area will be
facilitated if a meticulous balance of power between the States concerned
were possible to achieve, but I submit that Jordan continues to be left
out when calculations regarding armaments are made. Jordan is the only
country involved in the June war which has not yet satisfactorily replenished
her military losses in the war, and Jordan has been the only country to
bear the fury of the new American aircraft that have been supplied to
Israel since the war. Some might argue that the Bastern armaments of the
U.A.R. and other Arab States may well have tipped the balance in Ffavour of
the Arabs. I wish to assure, Sir, and in all frankness, that after studying
the 1948 armed conflict, witnessing and narrowly missing entanglement in the
1966 clash and living through the 1967 so-called war, where the Air Forces
of the U.A.R. and others were nearly all completely wiped out by Israel, which

SRESEAVAION COPY



has always enjoyed the advantage of superior preparation in every respect

as well as the advantage of striking the firet blow, I am not consoled by
all this superiority in armament quantity and quality that the Arab camp

is said to enjoy. In fact, I am far more worried and far more apprehensive
regarding the eventual fate of my people and armed forces who will be even
more inadequately equipped and threatened when Israel receives the Phantoms.
I believe it is only fair that Jordan should also receive ite share of its
legitimate requirements for defense from its traditional sources of supply.
I hope that our requests from the United States Government would be
favourably considered. The Jordanian Chief of Staff, Lt. General Amer Khammash
is ready to leave for Washington D.C., whenever officiale in Washington are
ready to meet with him for this purpose.

As for your commitment regarding the territorial integrity of Jordan, may
I please remind you, Mr. President, that this integrity has been violated for
over a year and a half. If no pressure can be exerted by the United States on
Israel to accept a peaceful settlement to the problem, themn the United States,
in keeping with her commitments to us, should at least refrain from helping

Israel to continue her violation of our territorial integrity.

Mr. President, I wish to assure you that I value our close relationship,
and I am well aware that our association is in the best interest of our two
countries. But what worries me is that American actions and positions
regarding the problems of our area are making it difficult, if not impossible,
for me and for your other Arab frienﬁa to defend or justify American policy
in the Middle Bast. I trust and pray that you will do all that is possible to
help us change this image. We are doing our best, but we need your help,
support and assistance; for the future of the entire Middle East is at stake,
and if there is no just peace in the Middle Bast, then, unfortunately, there
can be no peace in the world.

Please accept, Mr. President, my sincere regards and best wishes.

( it e

His Bxcellency

President Lyndon B. Johnson,

President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington D.C.,

U. S. A,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 12, 1968

~SECRET/EXDIS

BKS:

As the attached memo suggests our
initial feeling was that we didn't have to
respond because this was a response to a
letter from the President.

Then a few days ago, Ambassador
Symmes said it would make life easier for him
if we replied. He's on the receiving end of
new military aid requests from the Jordanian
Chief of Staff. However, State wants to
delay drafting until it can do so in the full
knowledge of Jordanian requests.

So we don't need a draft response,
but we may get one in a few days and that's

HHS

SEGRET /EXDIS

/367



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 2 ./t

Washington, D.C. 20520 j}us
—SEERET/EXDLS December 5, 1968 '

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: King Hussein's Reply to the President's
Message

Transmitted as an enclosure is King Hussein's reply to the
President's message of October 11, As you will recall, the occasion
for the President's message was our announcement to open negotiations
for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel. The message was
designed to reassure the King that these negotiations in no way
prejudiced USG support for the Jarring Mission or for Jordan.

The King is obviously very upset with the proposed sale of
Phantoms to Israel. His sharply worded reply to the President
reflects the great strains placed upon him during the past months.

A principal thrust of the King's reply is that alleged Israeli
intransigence and alleged United States' passivity in the face of
this intransigence impedes a peaceful settlement in the Middle East,
Other points made by the King include: (1) the proposed Phantom

sale directly contradicts our profession of support for the Jarring
Mission; (2) Jordan has suffered from Israeli military actions since
the June 1967 war, particularly from aircraft supplied to Israel by
the United States; (3) Jordan's marked military inferiority to Israel
requires a military quid pro quo for Jordan to offset the Phantoms;
(4) the United States' commitment to the territorial integrity of
Jordan continues to be violated by Israeli occupation; (5) U. S.
actions and positions on the Middle East problem are making it diffie=
cult for Hussein and other moderate Arabs to justify their close

ties with the United States.

Our Ambassador in Jordan has a continuing dialogue with the King
and there is no need for a further response on the part of the Presi=
dent., A signed copy of the letter has been sent by pouch.

fv{\ L&A QLI

Benjamln Ha Read ﬁ““
Executive Secretary

Enclosure: 9
Text of King Hussein's Message \
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King Hussein's Message as Contained
in Amman 7684 of December 2, 1968

Dear Mr. President:

I appreciated receiving your message of October 11, 1968. Unfor=
tunately it confirmed my premonition that the United States would decide
to supply Israel with (air superiority) Phantom jet aircraft.

In your message, sir, you expressed the hope that I would understand
the circumstances which led you to take this action. Frankly, I could
not help but be more disillusioned by this action. As you are aware, Mr.
President, I have done, and will continue to do, all that is humanly
possible in the hope of clearing the way to a just, honorable, and thus
lasting peace in our area. I am willingly taking great political and
other risks in my endeavors to achieve that objective. If we have been
unable to make any substantial progress towards peace, it is because of
Israel's intransigence and failure to make any substantial contributions
and concessions towards that end, as well as Israel's obvious territorial
ambitions which she often shrouds under the guise of "national security."

I strongly believe that the supply of Phantoms to Israel, if it does
not increase her belligerent ambitions, then it certainly does not con=
tribute towards curtailing them, The continuous flow of arms into Israel
may only encourage her intransigent attitude, and thus, I fail to see how
the decision on the Phantoms would not in any way diminish your support
for Ambassador Jarring's efforts.

I quite agree that our search for peace in the area will be facili=
tated if a meticulous balance of power between the states concerned were
possible to achieve, but I submit that Jordan continues to be left out
when calculations regarding armaments are made. Jordan is the only country
involved in the June war which has not yet satisfactorily replenished her
military losses in the war, and Jordan has been the only country to bear
the fury of the new American aircraft that have been supplied to Israel
since the war. Some might argue that the Eastern armaments of the UAR and
other Arab states may well have tipped the balance in favor of the Arabs.
I wish to assure, sir, and in all frankness, that after studying the 1948
armed conflict, witnessing and narrowly missing entanglement in the 1956
clash and living through the 1967 so called war, where the air forces of
the UAR and others were nearly all completely wiped out by Israel, which
has always enjoyed the advantage of superior preparation in every respect
as well as the advantage of striking the first blow, I am not consoled by
all this superiority in armament quantity and quality that the Arab camp
is said to enjoy. In fact, I am far more worried and far more apprehensive
regarding the eventual fate of my people and armed forces who will be even

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 —SEGRET/FXDIS~
NL] 01-270 GROUP 3

Byaed’, NARA, Date /a- 3-0 O Downgraded at l2~year intervals;
- R e . not automatically declassified



~—SECRET/EXDIS — 2

more inadequately equipped and threatened when Israel receives the
Phantoms, I believe it is only fair that Jordan should also receive its
share of its legitimate requirements for defense from its traditional
sources of supply. I hope that our requests from the United States Gov=
ernment would be favorably considered, The Jordanian Chief of Staff, Lt.
General Amer Khammash is ready to leave for Washington, D, C. whenever
officials in Washington are ready to meet with him for this purpose,

As for your commitment regarding the territorial integrity of Jordan,
may I please remind you, Mr, President, that this integrity has been
violated for over a year and a half, If no pressure can be exerted by the
United States on Israel to accept a peaceful settlement to the problem,
then the United States, in keeping with her commitments to us, should at
least refrain from helping Israel to continue her violation of our terri=
torial integrity.

Mr. President, I wish to assure you that I value our close relation=
ship, and I am well aware that our association is in the best interest of
our two countries., But what worries me is that American actions and posi=
tions regarding the problems of our area are making it difficult, if not
impossible, for me and for your other Arab friends to defend or justify
American policy in the Middle East. I trust and pray that you will do all
that is possible to help us change this image. We are doing our best, but
we need your help, support and assistance: for the future of the entire
Middle East is at stake, and if there is no just peace in the Middle East,
then, unfortunately, there can be no peace in the world,

Please accept, Mr. President, my sincere regards and best wishes.

Hussein I
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MEMORANDUM FOR WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE BOUSE

Subject: King Hussein's Reply to the President's
Message

Transmitted as an enclosure is King Hussein's reply to the
President's message of October 11, As you will recall, the occasion
for the President's message was our announcement to open negotiations
for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel. The message was
designed to reassure the King that these negotiations in no way
prejudiced USG support for the Jarring Mission or for Jordan.

The King is obviously very upset with the proposed sale of
Phantoms to Israel. His sharply worded reply to the President
reflects the great strains placed upon him during the past months.

A principal thrust of the King's reply is that alleged Israeli
intransigence and alleged United States' passivity in the face of
this intransigence impedes a peaceful settlement in the Middle East,
Other points made by the King include: (1) the proposed Phantom
sale directly contradicts our profession of support for the Jarring
Mission; (2) Jordan has suffered from Jsraeli military actions since
the June 1967 war, particularly from aircraft supplied to Israel by
the United States; (3) Jordan's marked military inferiority to Israel
requires a military quid pro quo for Jordan to offset the Phantoms;
(4) the United States' commitment to the territorial integrity of
Jordan continues to be vieclated by Israeli occupation; (5) U. S.
actions and positions on the Middle East problem are making it diffi-
cult for Hussein and other moderate Arabs to justify their close

ties with the United States.,

Our Ambassador in Jordan has a continuing dialogue with the King
and there is no need for a further response on the part of the Presi-
dent. A signed copy of the letter has been sent by pouch.

o

. B - - '-".i\j\\_.:\r'i\'.-“—.—_ ¥ t b
: Benjamin H. Read | et
Executive Secretary S s

Enclosure:
Text of King Hussein's Message
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King Hussein's Message as Contained
.. in Aman 7684 of December 2, 1968

fE A

Dear Mr. President:

I appreciated receiving your message of October 11, 1968. Unfor=
tunately it confirmed my premonition that the United States would decide
to supply Israel with (air superiority) Phantom jet aircraft.

In your message, sir, you expressed the hope that I would understand
the circumstances which led you to take this action. Frankly, I could
not help but be more disillusioned by this action. As you are aware, Mr.
President, I have done, and will continue to do, all that is humanly
possible in the hope of clearing the way to a just, honorable, and thus
lasting peace in our area. I am willingly taking great political and
other risks in my endeavors to achieve that objective. If we have been
unable to make any substantial progress towards peace, it is because of
Israel's intransigence and failure to make any substantial contributions
and concessions towards that end, as well as Israel's obvious territorial
ambitions which she often shrouds under the guise of "national security,"

I strongly believe that the supply of Phantoms to Israel, if it does
not increase her belligerent ambitions, then it certainly does not con=
tribute towards curtailing them, The continuous flow of arms into Israel
may only encourage her intransigent attitude, and thus, I fail to see how
the decision on the Phantoms would not in any way diminish your support
for Ambassador Jarring's efforts,

I quite agree that our search for peace in the area will be facili-
tated if a meticulous balance of power between the states concerned were
possible to achieve, but I submit that Jordan continues to be left out
when calculations regarding armaments are made. Jordan is the only country
involved in the June war which has not yet satisfactorily replenished her
military losses in the war, and Jordan has been the only country to bear
the fury of the new American aircraft that have been supplied to Israel
since the war, Some might argue that the Eastern armaments of the UAR and
other Arab states may well have tipped the balance in £avor of the Arabs,
I wish to assure, sir, and in all frankness, that after studying the 1948
armed conflict, witnessing and narrowly missing entanglement in the 1956
clash and living through the 1967 so called war, where the air forces of
the UAR and others were nearly all completely wiped out by Israel, which
has always enjoyed the advantage of superior preparaticn in every respect
as well as the advantage of striking the first blow, I am not consoled by
all this superiority in armamcit quantity and ‘quality“t&st the Arab camp
is said to enjoy. In fact, I am far more worried and far more appzshensive
regarding the eventual fate of my people and armed forces who will be even

DECLASSIFIED —SECRETAEXDIS——
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' “more inadequately equipped and ‘threatened when Israel recéives the

Phantoms, I believe it is only fair that Jordan should also receive its
share of its legitimate requirements for defense from its traditional
sources of supply. I hope that our requests from the United States Gov=
ernment would be favorably considered. The Jordanian Chief of Staff, Lt.
General Amer Khammash is ready to leave for Washington, D, C. whenever
officials in Washington are ready to meet with him for this purpose.

As for your commitment regarding the territorial integrity of Jordan,
may I please remind you, Mr, President, that this integrity has been
violated for over a year and a half. If no pressure can be exerted by the
United States on Israel to accept a peaceful settlement to the problem,
then the United States, in keeping with her commitments to us, should at
least refrain from helping Israel to continue her violation of our terri=
torial integrity.

Mr., President, I wish to assure you that I wvalue our close relation=
ship, and I am well aware that our association is in the best interest of
our two countries., But what worries me is that American actions and posi=
tions regarding the problems of our area are making it difficult, if not
impossible, for me and for your other Arab friends to defend or justify
American policy in the Middle East. I trust and pray that you will do all
that is possible to help us change this image., We are doing our best, but
we need your help, support and assistance: for the future of the entire
Middle East is at stake, and if there is no just peace in the Middle East,
then, unfortunately, there can be no peace in the world,

Please accept, Mr. President, my sincere regards and best wishes.

Hussein I

——SEGRET/EXDIS—
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le WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY PALACE TO FDRWARD FOLLOH[NG LETTER
FROM KING HUSSEIN TO THE PRESIDENT:
QTE DEAR MR+ PRESIDENT:

I APPRECIATED RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF OCT !1s 1968«
UNFORTUNATELY IT CONFIRMED BY PREMONITION THAT THE UNITED
STATES WOWLD DECIDE TO SUPPLY ISRAEL WITH (AIR SUPERIORITY)
PHANTOM JET AIRCRAFT.

IN YOUR MESSAGE, SIRs YQU EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT I WoULD
UNDERSTAND THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED YOU TO TAKE THIS ACTIONe
FRANKLY, I COULD NOT HELP BUT BE MORE DISILLUSIONED BY THIS
ACTIONe AS YOU ARE AWARE» MRe PRESIDENT, I HAVE DONE» AND
WILL' CONTINUE TO DO» ALL THAT IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE IN THE HOPE
OF CLEARING THE WAY TO A JUST, HONOQURABLE» AND THUS LASTINgG

- PEACE IN OUR AREA« I AM WILLINGLY TAKING GREAT POLITICAL AND
DTHER RISKS IN MY ENDEAVOURS TO ACHIEVE THAT OBJECTIVEs IF
WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARDS
PEACE» IT IS BECAUSE OF ISRAELIS INTRANSIGENCE AND FAILURE 10O
MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCESSIONS TOWARDS THAT
END, AS WELL AS ISRAEL'S 0BVIOUS TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS WHICH
'SHE OFTEN SHROUDS UNDER THE GUISE OF "™ NATIONAL SECURITY."
I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE SUPPLY OF PHANTOMS TO ISRAEL,

N=—>xXIM N=—0xXIM N=—0<XM V=i
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IF IT DOES NOT INCREASE HER BELLIGERENT AMBITIONS, THEN IT
CERTAINLY DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS CURTAILING THEMe THE
CONTINUOUS FLOW OF ARMS INTO ISRAEL MAY ONLY ENCOURAGE HER
INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE» AND THUS, I FAIL TO SEE HOW THE DE=
CISION ON THE PHANTOMS WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY DIMINISH YOUR SUPPORT
FOR AMBASSADOR JARRING'S EFFORTSe

I QUITE AGREE THAT OUR SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE AREA WILL
BE FACILITATED IF A METICULOUS BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE
STATES CONCERNED WERE POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE, BUT I SUBMIT THAT
JORDAN CONTINUES TO BE LEFT OUT WHEN CALCULATION REGARDING
ARMAMENTS ARE MADE. JORDAN IS THE ONLY COUNTRY INVOLVED IN
THE JUNE WAR WHICH HAS NOT YET SATISFACTORILY REPLENISHED HER
MILITARY LOSSES IN THE WAR, AND JORDAN HAS BEEN THE ONLY COQUNTRY
TO BEAR THE FURY OF THE NEW AMERICAN AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE BEEN
SUPPLIED TO ISRAEL SINCE THE WARe SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT THE
EASTERN ARMAMENTS OF THE UAR AND OTHER ARAB STATES MAY WELL
HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE IN FAVOQUR OF THE ARABSs I WISH TO
ASSURE, SIR, AND IN ALL FRANKNESS, THAT AFTER STUDYING THE
1948 ARMED CONFLICT» WITNESSING AND NARROWLY MISSING ENTANGLE«
MENT IN THE 1956 CLASH AND LIVING THROUGH THE 1967 SO CALLED
WAR» WHERE THE AIR FORCES OF THE UAR AND OTHERS WERE NEARLY
ALL COMPLETELY WIPED OUT BY ISRAEL, WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENJOYED THE
ADVANTAGE OF SUPERIOR PREPARATION IN EVERY RESPECT AS WELL AS THE
ADVANTAGE OF STRIKING THE FIRST BLOW, I AM NOT CONSOLED BY ALL
THIS SUPERIORITY IN ARMAMENT QUANTITY AND QUALITY THAT THE
ARAB CAMP IS SAID TO ENJOYe. IN FACT, I AM FAR WORRIED
AND FAR MORE APPREHENSIVE REGARDING THE EVENTUAL FATE OF My
PEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES WHO WILL BE EVEN MORE INADEQUATELY
EQUIPPED AND THREATENED WHEN ISRAEL RECEIVES THE PHANTOMSe 1
BELIEVE IT IS ONLY FAIR THAT JUORDAN SHOULD ALSO RECEIVE ITs

- SHARE OF ITS LEGITIMATE REQUIREMENTS FOR DEFENSE FROM ITS

TRADITIONAL SOURCES OF SUPPLY« I HOPE THAT OUR REQUESTS FRQOM
THE UN]ITED STATES GOVERNMENT WQOULD BE FAVOURABLY CONSIDFRED.
THE JORDANIAN CHIEF OF STAFF» LTeGENs AMER KHAMMASH 1S READY
TO LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON DeCss WHENEVER OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON
ARE READY TO MEET WITH HIM FOR THIS PURPOSEe

AS FOR YOUR COMMITMENT REGARDING THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY
OF JORDANs MAY I PLEASE REMIND YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THIS
INTEGRITY HAS BEEN VIOLATED FOR OVER A YEAR AND A HALF. IF
NO PRESSURE CAN BE EXERTED BY THE UNITED STATES ON ISRAFL TO
ACCEPT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO THE PROBLEMs THEN THE UNITED
STATES, IN KEEPING WITH MHER COMMITMENTS TO US, SHOULD AT
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LEAST RFFRAIN FROM HELPING ISRAEL TO CONTINUE HER VIOLATION
OF OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY.

MRe PRESIDENT» I WISH TO ASSURE YQU THAT I VALUE OUR CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP, AND I AM WELL AWARE THAT OUR ASSOCIATION IS IN
THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR TWO COUNTRIESe BUT WHAT WORRIES ME
IS THAT AMERICAN ACTIONS AND POSITIONS REGARDING THE PROBLEMS
OF OUR AREA ARE MAKING IT DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE» FOR
ME AND FOR YOUR OTHER ARAB FRIENDS To DEFEND OR JUSTIFY
AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I TRUST AND PRAY THAT YOU WIL
DO ALL THAT IS POSSIBLE TO HELP US CHANGE THIS IMAGE. WE ARE
DOING OUR BEST, BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP» SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE:
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST IS AT STAKEs AND IF
THERE IS NO JUST PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THEN2 UNFORTUNATELY
THERE CAN BE NO PEACE IN THE WORLDe

PLEASE ACCEPT» MR. PRESIDENT, MY SINCERE REGARDS AND
BEST WISHESe SGDe HUSSEIN I+ UNQTE

2+ DEPT MAY WISH TO SEND THIS MESSAGE TO INTERMEDIATE POSTS
ON GOV SCRANTON'S ITINERARY SO THAT HE MAY HAVE TIME TO READ
IT PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL IN AMMAN.

3+ SIGNED LETTER FOLLOWS BY POUCHe SYMMES
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SUBJt KING'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT By_s2<, NARA, Date /2:3 |
REFt STATE 253744 H &
I WE MAVE BEEN ASKED BY PALACE TO FORWARD FOLLOWING LETTER &%
FROM KING HUSSEIN TO THE PRESIDENT: /4
QTE DEAR MRe PRESIDENT: Ha

I APPRECIATED RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF OCT !1, 1968: | W
UNFORTUNATELY IT CONFIRMED BY PREMON]TION THAT THE UNILITED T
STATES WOULD DECIDE TO SUPPLY ISRAEL WITH (AIR SUPERIORITY)

PHANTOM JET AIRCRAFT.

IN YOUR MESSAGE, SIR» YOU EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ! WoULD
UNDERSTAND THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED YOU TO TAKE THIS ACTIONe
FRANKLY, I COULD NOT HELP BUT BE MQRE DISILLUSIONED BY THIS
ACTIONe AS YOU ARE AWARE» MRe PRESIDENT», I HAVE DONF» AND
WILL CONTINUE TO DOs ALL THAT IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE IN THE HOPE

.OF CLEARING THE WAY TO A JUST, HONQOURABLEs AND THUS LASTINg

REACE IN OUR AREA« I AM WILLINGLY TAKING GREAT POLITICAL AND s
DTHER RISKS IN MY ENDEAVOURS TO ACHIEVE THAT OBJECTIVEe IF

WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARDS
PEACEs IT 1S BECAUSE OF ISRAELIS INTRANSIGEMNCE AND FAILURE 710
MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCESSIONS TOWARDS THAT
END, AS WELL AS [ISR2gL"*S OBVIOUS TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS NHICH

_SHE OFTEN SHROUDS UNDER THE GUISE OF " NATIONAL SECURITY.

I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE SUPPLY OF PHANTOMS TO ISRAEL .
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IF IT DOES NOT INCREASE HER BELLIGERENT AMBITIONS, THEN IT
CERTAINLY DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS CURTAILING THEMe THE f
CONTINUOUS FLOW OF ARMS INTO ISRAEL MAY ONLY ENCOURAGE HER ﬂ \
INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE, AND THUS, I FAIL TO SEE HOW THE DE~- ; 5
CISION ON THE PHANTOMS WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY DIMINISH YOUR SUPPORT '
FOR AMBASSADOR JARRING'S EFFORTSs
I QUITE AGREE THAT QUR SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE AREA WILL

BE FACILITATED IF A METICULOUS BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE
STATES CONCERNED WERE POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE, BUT I SUBMIT THAT
JORDAN CONTINUES TO BE LEFT OUT WHEN CALCULATION REGARDING
ARMAMENTS ARE MADEe« JORDAN IS THE ONLY COUNTRY INVOLVED IN f
THE JUNE WAR WHICH HAS NOT YET SATISFACTORILY REPLENISHED HER T
MILITARY LOSSES IN THE WAR, AND JORDAN HAS BEEN THE ONLY CQUNTRY
TO BEAR THE FURY OF THE NEW AMERICAN AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE BEEN
SUPPLIED TO ISRAEL SINCE THE WARe SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT THE Hf
EASTERN ARMAMENTS OF THE UAR AND OTHER ARAB STATES MaAY WELL

HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE IN FAVQUR OF THE ARABS. I WISH TO

ASSURE, SIR, AND IN ALL' FRANKNESS, THAT AFTER STUDYING THE

11948 ARMED CONFLICT, WITNESSING AND NARROWLY MISSING ENTANGLE-
MENT IN THE 1956 CLASH AND LIVING THROUGH THE 1967 SO CALLED

WAR» WHERE THE AIR FQRCES OF THE UAR AND OTHERS WERE NEARLY

ALL COMPLETELY WIPED OUT BY ISRAEL, WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENJOYED THE
ADVANTAGE OF SUPERIOR PREPARATION IN EVERY RESPECT AS WELL AS THE
ADVANTAGE OF STRIKING THE FIRST BLOW, I AM NOT CONSOLED BY KL
THIS SUPERIORITY IN ARMAMENT QUANTITY AND QUALITY THAT THE |
. ARAB CAMP IS SAID TO ENJOY. IN FACT» I AM FAR WORRIED -
AND FAR MORE APPREHENSIVE REGARDING THE EVENTUAL FATE OF My
PEOPLE AND ARMED FQORCES WHO WILL BE EVEN MORE INADEQUATELY
EQUIPPED AND THREATENED WHEN ISRAEL RECEIVES THE PHANTOMSs I
BELIEVE IT IS ONLY FAIR THAT JORDAN SHOULD ALSO RECEIVE ITs X
SHARE QOF ITS LEGITIMATE REQUIREMENTS FOR DEFENSE FROM ITS
TRADITIONAL SOURCES OF SUPPLY« I HOPE THAT OUR REQUESTS FRQOM

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WOULD RE FAVOURABLY CONSIDERED.

THE JORDANIAN CHIEF OF STAFFs LT+GEN. AMER KHAMMASH IS READY

TO LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON DeCss WHENEVER OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON :
ARE READY TO MEET WITH HIM FOR THIS PURPOSE « *

AS FOR" YOUR COMMITMENT REGARDING THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY \

OF JORDAN, MAY I PLEASE REMIND YOU, MR« PRESIDENT, THAT THIS =%
INTEGRITY HAS BEEN VIOLATED FOR OVER A YEAR AND A HALF. IF

NO PRESSURE CAN BE EXERTED BY THE UNITED STATES ON ISRAEL To

ACCEPT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO THE PROBLEMs THEN THE UNITED

STATES, IN KEEPING WITH HER COMMITMENTS TO US, SHOULD AT
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LEAST REFRAIN FROM HELPING ISRAEL TO CONTINUE HER VIOLATION
OF OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY.

MRe PRESIDENT2 I WISH TO ASSURE YQU THAT I VALUE OUR CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP, AND I AM WELL AWARE THAT OUR ASSOCIATION IS IN
THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR TWO COUNTRIESs BUT WHAT WORRIES ME

IS THAT AMERICAN ACTIONS AND POSITIONS REGARDING THE PROBLEMS i

OF OUR AREA ARE MAKING IT DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE:s FOR ;
ME AND FOR YQUR OTHER ARAB FRIENDS Tpo DEFEND QR JUSTIFY 1
AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I TRUST AND PRAY THAT youU WILLS
DO ALL THAT IS POSSIBLE TO HELP US CHANGE THIS IMAGE. WE ARE
DOING OUR BEST, BUT WE NEED YOUR HELPs» SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE;
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST IS AT STAKE,» AND IF
THERE IS NO JUST PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THEN2 UNFORTUNATELY»
THERE CAN BE NO PEACE IN THE WORLD.

PLEASE ACCEPTs» MR. PRESIDENT, MY SINCERE REGARDS AND

|
BEST WISHESe. SGD+ HUSSEIN I+ UNQTE {

2+ DEPT MAY WISH TO SEND THIS MESSAGE TO INTERMEDIATE POSTS
ON GOV SCRANTON'S ITINERARY SO THAT HE MAY HAVE TIME TO READ
IT PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL IN AMMAN.

3¢ SIGNED LETTER FOLLOWS BY POUCHe SYMMES
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SUBJt KING'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT
REF1 AMMAN 7684

le IN HIS LETTER TO PRESIDENT, HUSSEIN PROPOSES GENL KHAMMASH
PROCEED TO WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSIONe I HAVE FINALLY MANAGED
TO ARRANGE MEETING WITH KHAMMASH AT NOON ON THIRD SPECIFICALLY
7O DISCUSS INTERNAL SECURITY RERUIREMENTSe I ALSO INTEND,
HOWEVERs, TO RAISE SEVERAL QUTSTANDING MILITARY MATTERS WITH
HIMs

2. IF POSSIBILITY OF KHAMMASH VISIT TO WASHINGTON IS RAISED,
I WOULD PLAN TO RESPOND ALONG LINES OF RATIONALE IN PARA ONE
OF STATE 258556 WHICH WAS PASSED ON TO KHAMMASH IN LONDON
{LONDON 13643 ).

SYMMEE

P
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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768 E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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By e NARA, Dare /2-3 -2
SUBJ: KING'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT

REF1 STATE 253744

l+ WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY PALACE TO FORWARD FOLLOWING LETTER
FROM KING HUSSEIN TO THE PRESIDENT:
OTE DEAR MR« PRESIDENT:

I APPRECIATED RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF OCT 11, 1968,
UNFORTUNATELY IT CONFIRMED BY PREMONITION THAT THE UNITED
STATES WOULD DECIDE TO SUPPLY ISRAEL WITH (AIR SUPERIORITY)
PHANTOM JET AIRCRAFT,

IN YOUR MESSAGE, SIRs, YOU EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT I WOULD
UNDERSTAND THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LED YOU TO TAKE THIS ACTIONe
FRANKLY», 1 COULD NOT HELP' BUT BE' MORE DISILLUSIONED BY THIs
ACTIONs. AS YOU ARE AWARE+ MRe PRESIDENT, I HAVE DONEs» AND
WILL CONTINUE TO DOs ALL THAT IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE IN THE HOPE
OF CLEARING THE WAY TO A JUST, HONOURABLEs AND THUS LASTINgG
PEACE IN OUR AREA+ I AM WILLINGLY TAKING GREAT POLITICAL AND
OTHER RISKS IN MY ENDEAVOURS TO ACHIEVE THAT OBJECTIVE. IF
WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARDS
PEACE, IT IS BECAUSE OF ISRAELIS INTRANSIGENCE AND FAILURE 7O
MAKE ANY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND CONCESSIONS TOWARDS THAT
END» AS WELL AS ISRAEL'"'S OBVIOUS TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS WHICH
SHE OFTEN SHROUDS UNDER THE GUISE OF ™ NATIONAL SECURITY«"

I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE SUPPLY OF PHANTOMS TO ISRAEL,
IF IT DOES
INCREASE HER BELLIGERENT AMBITIONS, THEN IT
CER~
TAINLY DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS CURTAILING THEMs THE

N=—2XIM N=—=0xXIT WN=—0x<XIM UN=C0>c
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CONTINUOUS FLOW OF ARMS INTO ISRAEL MAY ONLY ENCOURAGE HER
INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE» AND THUS, I FAIL TO SEE HOW THE DE~-
CISION ON THE PHANTOMS WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY DIMINISH YOUR SUPPOR
FOR AMBASSADOR JARRING'S EFFORTS

I QUITE AGREE THAT OUR SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE AREA WiL|
BE FACILITATED IF A METICULOUS BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE
STATES CONCERNED WERE POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVEs BUT I SUBMIT THAT
JORDAN CONTINUES To BE LEFT OUT WHEN CALCULATION REGARDING
ARMAMENTS ARE MADEs JORDAN IS THE ONLY COUNTRY INVOLVED IN
THE JUNE WAR WHICH HAS NOT YET SATISFACTORILY REPLENISHED HER
MILITARY LOSSES IN THE WAR, AND JORDAN HAS BEEN THE ONLY COUNTRY
TO BEAR THE FURY OF THE NEW AMERICAN AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE BEEN
SUPPLIED TO ISRAEL SINCE THE WARe SOME MIGHT ARGUE THAT THE
EASTERN ARMAMENTS OF THE UAR AND OTHER ARAB STATES MAY WELL
HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE IN FAVOUR OF THE ARABSe I WISH TO
ASSURE, SIRs AND IN ALLI FRANKNESS, THAT AFTER STUDYING THE
1948 ARMED CONFLICT, WITNESSING AND NARROWLY MISSING ENTANGLE«
MENT IN THE 1956 CLASH AND LIVING THROUGH THE 1967 SO CALLED
WAR, WHERE THE AIR FORCES OoF THE UAR AND OTHERS WERE NEARLY
ALL COMPLETELY WIPED OuT BY ISRAELIS WHICH HAS ALWAYS ENJOYED THE
ADVANTAGES OFSUPERIOR PREPARATION IN EVERY RESPECT AS WELL AS THE
ADVANTAGE OF STRIKING T Y F 2

TBGOWs#I AM NOT CONSOLED BY ALL

OBYUZSK ERIORITY®IN ARMAMENT QUANTITY AND QUALITY THAT THE
ARAB CAMP' IS SAID TO ENJOY KTIN UXDTN®I AM FAR WORRIED
LWNDIFSCSCMHEAPPREHENSON

REGARDING THE EVENOTUSGKBLNJNLMYDBSPEOPLENGF #

OBORCDGU BAWILL®BE EVEN MORE INADEQUATELY
EBUIPPED AND THRZ #
TZVAHECHE #
ISRAEL RECEIVED
BDUIFDISTOMS « 1
BELP P 8
RECEIVE IHDSFTXHARE®OF ITS LEGITIMATE REQUIREMENTS FOR DEFENSE
FROM ITS
TRADITIONAL SOURCES OF SUPPLY. I HOPE THAT OUR REQUESTS FROM
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WOULD B FAVOURABLY CONSIDERED,
THE JORDANIAN CHIEF OF STAFF, LTeGENs AMER KHAMMASH IS READY
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TO LEAVE FOR WASHINGTON DeCes WHENEVER OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON
ARE READY TO MEET WITH HIM FOR THIS PURPOSEe

AS FOR YOUR COMMITMENT REGARDING THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY
OF JORDANs MAY I PLEASE REMIND YOU, MRe PRESIDENT, THAT THIS
INTEGRITY HAS BEEN VIOLATED FOR OVER A YEAR AND A HALFe IF
NO PRESSURE CAN BE EXERTED BY THE UNITED STATES ON ISRAEL TO
ACCEPT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO THE PROBLEMs THEN THE UNITED
STATES, IN KEEPING WITH HER COMMITMENTS TO US, SHOULD AT
LEAST REFRAIN FROM HELPING ISRAEL TO CONTINUE HER VIOLATION
OF OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY.

MRe PRESIDENT» I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT I VALUE OUR CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP, AND I AM WELL AWARE THAT OUR ASSOCIATION IS IN
THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR TWO COUNTRIESe BUT WHAT WORRIES Mg
IS THAT AMERICAN ACTIONS AND POSITIONS REGARDING THE PROBLEMS
RBOF ¥OUR AREA ARE MAKING IT DIFFICULT» IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE» FOR

ME AND FOR YOUR' OTHER ARAB FRIENDS TO DEFEND OR JUSTIFY ]
AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EASTs 1 TRUST AND PRAY THAT YDU WI
DO ALL THAT IS POSSIBLE TO HELP US CHANGE THIS IMAGE. WE ARE
DOING OUR BEST, BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP2» SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCEI
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE ENTIRE MIDDLE EAST IS AT STAKE, AND IF
THERE IS NO JUST PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THENs UNFORTUNATELY»
THERE CAN BE NO PEACE IN THE' WORLD

PLEASE ACCEPT» MR« PRESIDENT, MY SINCERE REGARDS AND
BEST WISHES. SGDe HUSSEIN I« UNOTE

2e¢ DEPT MAY WISH TO SEND THIS MESSAGE TO INTERMEDIATE POSTs
ON GOV SCRANTON®S [TINERARY SO THAT HE MAY HAVE TIME TO READ
IT PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL IN AMMAN®

3. SIGNED LETTER FOLLOWS BY POUCHs SYMMES

NOTEs # TEXT AS RECEIVED»
CORRECTION TO FOLLOW.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

December 3, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Message of Thanks from Crown Prince
Hassan to President Johnson

Enclosed is Crown Prince Hassan's message of
November 13, 1968 thanking President Johnson for his
wedding gift and a copy of Embassy Amman's forwarding
airgram.

The Department recommends no reply.

/N :’
VL4 PSS A
QI ET P s //f/
Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary
Enclosures:
1. Message from Crown Prince

Hassan
2. Airgram forwarding message
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AHALYSIS BRARCH

FROM : Amembassy AMMAN .. DATE: November 26, 1968

SUBJECT : Message of Thanks from Crown Prince Hassan to President Johnson
for the President's Wedding Gift

REF

AL )

The Anbassador delivered the President's wedding gift personally to
Crown Prince Hassan on November 13, 1968, The final marriage ceremony
took place on November 1l,

A message of thanks dated November 1, 1968, from the Crown Prince to
President Johnson (original enclosed) was received by the Embassy under
cover of a letter from Secretary General of the Royal Court, Zaid Rifa'i,
requesting the Embassy to transmit it to the President.

The Embassy does not believe that a reply is necessary.

(ﬁ%nclosure: | £ ﬁb

Message of thanks from Crown Prince Hassan
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THE ROYAL PALACE,
Amman, Jordan,
November 14, 1968

{\X’(‘_@ZM‘J'

Princess Tharwat and I were deeply
touched by the very considerate gift you
have sent to us on the occasion of our
marriage. Please, Bxcellency, accept our
heartful gratitude and warmest sentiments

of appreciation,

May I take this opportunity to wish
you continued good health and prosperity to

your nation,

e

Fal

/

His Bxcellency President Lyndon B. Johnson,

W

President of the United States of America,
Washington.



HIS BXCBELLBNCY PRBSIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT UF THE UNITED STATBS OF AMBWICA,

WASHINGTON

43¢
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 1%//

Washington, D.C. 20520

December 3, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Message of Thanks from Crown Prince
Hassan to President Johnson

Enclosed is Crown Prince Hassan's message of
November 13, 1968 thanking President Johnson for his
wedding gift and a copy of Embassy Amman's forwarding
airgram.

The Department recommends no reply.

Sl / .__.',' .
s G5 r/ /1

Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosures:
1. Message from Crown Prince

Hassan
2. Airgram forwarding message
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THE ROYAL PALACE,
Amman, Jordan,
November 14, 1968

{ e,
)

Princess Tharwat and I were deeply
touched by the very considerate gift you
have sent to us on the occasion of our
marriage. Please, Bxcellency, accept our

heartful gratitude and warmest sentiments

of appreciation.

May I take this opportunity to wish
you continued good health and prosperity to

your natione

et
/

His Bxcellency President Lyndon B. Johnson,

s

President of the United States of America,

Washingzton.
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LIMITED OFFICIAL! USE STATE 270694

le PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FRUM THE PRESIDENT
TO KING HUSSEIN ON NOVEMBER 14t QUOTE ON THIS YOUR THIRTY=
THIRD BIRTHDAY, I SEND YOUR MAJESTY OUR REST WISHESes THOUGH

YOUNG IN YEARS, YOU ARE OLD IN THE WISDOM OF LEADERSHIP.
WHILE I AM MINDFUL OF THE DIFFICULTIES THAT BESET YOUR COUNTRY

1 AM CONFIDENT THAT JORDAN UNDER YOUR COURAGEQUS GUIDANCE WILL
FIND DURING THE COMING YEAR THE PEACE AND JUSTICE THAT WE

MUTUALLY SEEKe SIGNED: LYNDON B JOHNSONe UNQUOTEe®
2¢ .DEPT DOES NOT INTEND TO MAKE PUBLIC RELEASE OF MESSAGE.»

BUT HAS NO REPEAT NO OBJECTION IF EMBASSY AND/OR GOJ wISH TO
DO S0« KATZENBACH

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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le PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
TO KING HUSSEIN ON NOVEMBER |4t QUOTE ON THIS YOUR THIRTY=
THIRD BIRTHDAY, I SEND YOUR MAJESTY OUR REST WISHEQ. THOUGH

YOUNG IN YEARS, YOU ARE OLD IN THE WISDOM OF LEADERSHIP-
WHILE I AM MINDFUL OF THE DIFFICULTIEsS THAT BESET YOUR COUNTRY

I AM CONFIDENT THAT JORDAN UNDER YOUR COURAGEOUS GUIDANCE WILL
FIND DURING THE COMING YEAR THE PEACE AND JUSTICE THAT WE

MUTUALLY SEEKe SIGNED: LYNDON B JOHNSONe UNQUOTES
2e .DEPT DOES NOT INTEND TO MAKE PUBLIC RELEASE OF MESSAGES

BUT HAS NO REPEAT NO OBJECTION IF EMBASSY AND/OR GOJ WISH TO
DO S0O. KATZENBACH
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MEMORANDUM

ACTION
THE WHITE HOUSE ;&
WASHINGTON
Tuesday, November 12, 1968
3:00 p.m, -
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT C‘L": e
25 § :
SUBJECT: Birthday Greetings for King Hussein . 9

State recommends the following greeting for Hussein's Birthday
November 14:

""On this your thirty-third birthday, I send Your Majesty
our best wishes. Though young in years, you are old in
the wisdom of leadership. While I am mindful of the
difficulties that beset your country, I am confident that
Jordan under your courageous guidance will find during

the coming year the peace and justice that we mutually
seek. "

This is a nice gesture in any case, but Hussein needs all the
encouragement this sort of personal attention can give him. I recommend
you approve.

LBt mostow
v

Approve

Disapprove

Call me
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE }L

Washington, D.C, 20520

November 7, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Congratulatory Message to King Hussein on
His Thirty=third Birthday

It is recommended that the President send a congratulatory
message to King Hussein on November 14th, the King's thirty=third
birthday. A suggested text is attached,

United States=Jordanian relations, in which the King is the
key element, have been extremely close for the past decade, The
King has steadfastly maintained his ties with the United States
in the face of increasing domestic criticism, and is particularly
appreciative of continuing indications of United States support
for Jordan. Our message would be helpful to the King as a reassur=
ance of our interest in Jordan and in his regime at this particularly
critical time.

The President has sent several substantive messages to the
King over the past months, the most recent of which was on
October 11, In addition, we believe it is desirable and appro=
priate to congratulate the King on this ceremonial occasion,

Benjamin H, Read
xecutive Secretary

Enclosure:

Text of Suggested Message
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Suggested Message

Suggested message to King Hussein on the occasion of his

thirty=third birthday on November 14: On this your thirty=third

Y|
birthday,A?s—give&an&ignuﬂkﬁﬂmmsure»be send €& Your Majesty my o«

best wishes, and-those—of the peopleof-the United Statesy Though

young in years, you are old in the wisdom of leadership., While I
am mindful of the present difficulties that beset your country, L
am confident that Jordan under your courageous guidance will finqr\
the peace and justice that we mutually seek@_gi_iﬂ_g' the coming yeai';.

Signed: Lyndon B, Johnson,



340
TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION WORK PY

»

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

Amembassy AMMAN
NEA/ARN

1. Pleagse deliver the following message from the President to King
Hussein on November 14: Quote On this your thirty-third birthday, it
gives me great pleasure to send to Your Majesty wy best wishes and those
of the people of the United States, Though young in years, you are old
in the wisdom of leadership. While I am mindful of the present diffi-
culties that beset your country, I am confident that Jordam under your
courageous guidance will find the peace and justice that we mutually
seek during the coming year, Signed: Lyndon B, Johnson. Unquote.

2. Dept does not intend to make public release of message, but has mno
repeat no objection if Ewbasey and/or NENH GOJ wish to do so,

HEA/ARN:RPPaganelli:gvl 11/7/68 3236 NEA = Rodger P. Davies
NEA/ARN - Mr. Seelye s/s -

P =~ Mr. SiEVENSOE Coates §/5+8 = Mrs, Denham
S/CPR = Mrs. Johnston White House _

e, OFFICIAL USE

Corrections made on original green‘MUST be made on this and other
EORM e ann . . : L . e
8-65 flimsy work copies belore delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject:' Congratulatory Message to King Hussein on
His Thirty=third Birthday

It is recommended that the President send a congratulatory
message to King Hussein on November 14th, the King's thirtywthird
birthday. A suggested text is attached.

United States=Jordanian relations, in which the King is the
key element, have been extremely close for the past decade, The
King has steadfastly maintained his ties with the United States
in the face of increasing domestic criticism, and is particularly
- —-—appreciative of continuing indications of United States support
for Jordan. Our message would be helpful to the King as a reassur=
ance of our interest in Jordan and in his regime at this particularly
critical time,

The President has sent several substantive messages to the
King over the past months, the most recent of which was on _
October 11, 1In addition, we believe it is desirable and appro=
priate to congratulate the King on this ceremonial occasion,

Benjamin H. Read
xecutive Secretary

Enclosure:

Text of Suggested Message






DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Sugeested Message

Suggested message to King Hussein on the occasion of his
thirty~third birthday on November 14: On this your thirty=third
‘birthday, it gives me great pleasure to send to Your Majesty my
best wishes and those of the people of the United States. Though
young in years, you are old in the wisdom of leadership; While 1
am mindful of the present difficulties that beset your country, I
am confident that Jordan under your courageous guidance will find
the peace and justice that we mutually seek during the coming year.

Signed: Lyndon B, Johnson.
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-1, Pleage deliver the followlng message from the Presidezlxt to King
Hussein on Hoveaber 14: GQuote ©On this your thirty-thizd blzthday, it
gives me great pleasure to send to Your Majesty wy best wishes and those
of the people of the United States. Though young in years, you are old
ia the wisdon of leadership. Vhile I am mindful of the present diffie
culties that beset your country, I am confident that Jordan under your
courageous guldsnce will £ind the peace end justice that we nutually
seck during the coming year, Signed: Lyndon B, Johnson. Unquote,

2. Dept does not intend to wake public release of messape, but has no

repeat no objection if Embassy and/or FENH GOJ wish to do so,

IDA/AR sRPPaganallipvl 11/7/68 3236 NEA = Rodger P. Davies
NEA/ARE - 1. Seelye 8/S =
P ~ 1. §lzveapon Coates $/3-8 = lirs, Devham
8/CPR = Mrs. Johnston Vhite House _

Tt LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

Corrections made on original green MUST be made on this and other
8-65 flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6623

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE

USUN NEW YORK 1463

$—£—6-—R—E-T LONDON 13455

EXDIS

REF: STATE 253744 7

1. PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE DELIVERED TO KING HUSSEIN Arﬁ /945.

2. XING EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR MESSAGE. HE MADE NO
COMMENT ON CONTENT EXCEPT TO SAY WITH SMILE THAT HE HAD BEEN
GIVING SUBJECT MUCH THOUGHT. EMBOFF ELABORATED BRIEFLY ON
BASIS PARA 3 STATE 252286 AND KING REPEATED APPRECIATION FOR
CLARIFICATION yUs VIEWS.

3. KING SAID HE WILL SEND RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
WITHIN TWwO OR THREE DAYS. HE NOTED THAT CHIEF OF STAFF

KHAMMASH DUE IN LONDON IN TwO DAYS AND THAT HE WISHES DISCUSS
RESPONSE WITH KHAMMASH BEFORE SENDING IT. BRUCE

PRESERVATION COPY
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SEERET

Thursday, October 10, 1968
7:35 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Nick suggests a hand-
holding message to King Hussein, now

in London.
QJ.‘R—;stow

Approved
bt 0
Disapproved fy/”j/)-"i . r‘ﬂ‘"l
J".‘/ - /’#‘JL /‘L"“"’/
Call me s . hjm"’:[



SECERET/EXDIS
TO: Amembassy LONDON IMMEDIATE

INFO Amembassy AMMAN IMMEDIATE

USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE
1s Appropriate Senior Embassy Officer should deliver following oral
message from the President to King Hussein soonest: '""Your Majesty,
as you are aware, I have instructed the Secretary of State to open
negotiations for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel., I trust
that you will understand the circumstances that led me to take this
action, which in no way diminishes our full and unequivocal support for
Ambassador Jarring's efforts to bring about a peaceful solution of the
Arab-Israel crisis. Please be assured that it continues to be our policy
to facilitate in every possible way Ambassador Jarring's important
mission, I have been gratified by your cooperation with Ambassador
Jarring and remain hopeful that our joint search for peace in the Middle
East will come to a successful conclusion,
2. I would also like to assure you that our commitment to and support
for your wise leadership, as affirmed. in my messages to you of
February 11 and June 4, remain undiminished. I highly value our close
relations as being in the joint interests of our two countries. You can
rest assured that my government desires to maintain -- and strengthen --
this relationship and that we are prepared to give full support to Your
Majesty's efforts to find an honorable andequitable solution to the problems

that beset you. Please accept my most cordial regards.' End Quote.

Axtho; _F’fﬂ!,Vu«”#l#__ggz;—
By e NARA, Dage 3701

SECSRET /EXDIS



~SECREF/EXDIS

3 In delivering this message you may wish to elaborate, drawing

upon guidance contained in State 252286,
4. FOR AMMAN: Charge should inform Prime Minister of gist of

message after London confirms delivery to King Hussein,

END

SEERET/EXDIS
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le AT ABOUT 1:23 P. Ms EDT TODAY THE WHITE HOUSE PUT OyT THE
FOLLOWING STATEMENT RY THE PRESIDENT MADE IN CONNECTION WITH HIS

SIGNING OF THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 196841

FRUS Vol 275
1l-3-0}



PAGE 22 STATE 252285

QUOTE: I HAVE TAKEN NOTE OF SECTIQON 651 CONCERNING THE S&LE
OF PLANES TO ISRAZL.

IN THE LIGHT OF THIS EXPRESSION OF THE SENSE OF THE CONGRESS#
1 AM ASKING ThE SgCQ?TﬁﬁY OF STATE TO INITIATE NEGOTIATIONS UIT&
THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AND TO REPORT BACK TO MEs END QUOTE

2e FYI SECTIGN 451 OF THE AID AUTHORIZATION ACT READS AS
FOLLOWS:

QUOTE: SECTION 651+ SALE OF SUPERSONIC PLANES TO ISRAEL-

IT IS THE SENSE Gr THE CONGRESS THAT THE PRESIDENT SHQULD TAKE
SUCH STEPS AS MAY BE NECESSARY, AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER
THE DATE OF ENACTMENT OF THIS SECTION, TO NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT
W{TH THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL PROVIDING FOR THE SALE BY THE
UNITED STATES OF SUCH NUMBER OF SUPERSONIC PLANES AS MAY BE
NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ISRAEL WITH AN ADEQUATE DETERRENT FORCE
CAPABLS OF PREVENTING FUTURE ARAB AGRESSION BY OFFSETTING
SOPHISTICATED |

WEAPONS RECEIVED BY THE ARAB STATES AND TO REPLACE LOSSES
SUFFERED 3Y ISRAEL IN THE 1567 CONFLICTe END RUOTE END FYI

3¢ AT THEIR DISCRETION ADDRESSEE PISTS MAY WISH TO POINT OUT
TO LOCAL CONTACTS THAT PRESIDENT'S STATSMENT WAS MADE IN CONTEXT
OF CLEAR EXPRESSION CONGRESSIONAL VIEWS ON SUBJECT AND IN LIGHT
CONTINUING SOVIET DELIVERIES OF ARM3 TO CERTAIN ARAB COUNTRIES.
WHILE WE RECOGNIZE ARABS WILL RE PRONE TO JUMP TO UNJUSTIFIED
CONCLUSIONSs SIMPLE FACT IS THAT ARMS LIMITATION IN CURRENT
VOLATILE NEAR EASTERN SITUATION CANNOT BE ONESIDED. YOU SHOULD
EMPHASIZE FACT THAT USG /GOI DISCUSSIONS MAY TAKE SOME TIME

AND AGREEMENT WILL HAVE TO BE REACHED ON A RANGE OF

POINTS BEFCORE THERE WILL BE ANY ACTUAL AIRCRAFT DISPATCHED 70
THE AREA.

4o ALTHOUGH YOU SHOULD AVOID DISCUSSING COMPARISION OF A[RCRAFT,
YOU MAY WISH TO NOTE THAT SINCE JUNE ]S67 WAR SOVIETS HAVE ;
DELIVERED MANY SUPERSONIC JET MILITARY AIRCRAFT TO ARA8 COUNTRIES
ON OR NEAR ISRAEL'S RBORDERSsssSEVERAL TIMES THE NUMBER OF PHANTOM
AIRCRAFT ISRAEL HAS REQUESTEDe FURTHERMORE, WITH FRENCH EMEARGO

ON MARAGESs ISRAEL HAS HAD NO SOURCE OF SUPPLY FOR' AIRCRAFT IN THIS
CATEGORY TO REPLACE ITS WARTIME LOSSES. SUPPLY OF SUPERSONIC

JETS TO ISRAEL BY USs THUS FULLY CONSISTENT WITH QUR LONG-

SSEERET

s St . gt A L S i s o e et b g il e e B e i D P e il Vi) B e i .
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PAGE #3 STATE 252234
STANDING POLICY QF ASSURING ISRAEL HAS ADEQUATE DLFENSE

CAPABILITY AND REPRESUMTS NU CHANGE IN OUR BASIC AFPROACH TO
POLITICAL PROBLEMS OF AREA.

5¢ WE WILL COMTINUE wORK FOR RESOLUTION COMPLEX ARAR/ISRAFEL
ISSUES IN PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE WHICH #QULD RENDER PROVISION
ADDITIONAL ARMS TO EITHER SINE NO LONGER NECZSSARY.

GP=3+ RUSK
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