
lUOl U Street, N. W.
? Washington, D. C. 20009 - &

Dear Mr. Reeves; .

the National Park Service, on behalf of itself and the General Services
■ '■ ” /

Administration of the United States Government and of the District of

Columbia, hereby asserts the claims listed below against the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. These claims arise out
• ■ . ' ■ ■■ i

of your occupation of the site known as "Resurrection City, USA"

pursuant to the permit issued to you on May 10, 1966, and your 

failure, following the expiration of the permit on June 23, 1966, 

to remove the facilities installed on the site and restore the site 

to its prior condition, reasonable wear and tear of the .turf excepted, 

as required by paragraph 8 of said permit and for other damage to 

Government property under our administration.

Dismantling and removal of structure 
and ground cleanup

National Park Service

General Services Administration

District of Columbia

Tree repair and replacement (8st)

$1U,122.00

27,217.00

23.520.00
-6157659-00 •

3,350.00

and facilities

Shrub Repair and Replacement (Est) 1,726.00



■ ^—7— »T'< xj .......... . ............ . ................. . i . W — 111

.. * > 
' - . . „' ■ • ■ ' -U « -

5 .

4 Replacement of Snow Fence (3,000 ft.) 660.00

Replacement of Two Park Benches 100.00

Removal of Defacement on D. C. War
Memorial (Est) 200.00

Repair of Slate, Sidewalk, D. C. War *
Memorial (Est) X 900.00

$71,795.00

There will be credited against these claims the $5000 deposited with 

the National Park Service pursuant to paragraph 8 of the May 10 permit 

and the $5500 realized from the sale of materials removed from the site 

of "Resurrection City, USA" and paid to the National Park Service 

pursuant to our agreement of July 11, 1968, as implemented by our 

further agreement of July 2U, 1968. Thus, there remains due on the 

claims stated above the balance of $0,295-00. you are requested 

to pay this amount immediately.

Your immediate attention to these claims and their satisfaction is 

requested.

0
Regional Director

cc: Christian
Southern/Leadership Conference 
33^ Auburn Avenue, N. E.
Atlanta, Georgia



VMM f.

WSBahlmanijc 
8/5/68 __.;

Mr. Frank Reeves, Esq.
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference

1401 U Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20009

Dear Mr. Reeves: '

The National Park Service, on behalf of^itself and the General Services 

Administration of the United States Government and of the District of 

Columbia, hereby asserts the claims listed below against the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. These claims arise out 

of your occupation of the site known as "Resurrection City, USA" 

pursuant to the permit issued to you on May 10, 1966, and your 

failure, following the expiration of the permit on June 23, 1966, 

to remove the facilities installed on the site and restore the site 

to its prior condition, reasonable wear and tear of the turf excepted, 

as required by paragraph 8 of said permit and for other damage to 

Government property under our administration.

Dismantling and removal of structure 
and ground cleanup

and facilities

National Park Service $14,122.00

General Services Administration 27,217.00

District of Columbia 23>520.00_________
$64,859.00

Tree repair and replacement (Est) 3,350.00

Shrub Repair and Replacement (Est) 1,726.00



Replacement of Snow Fence (3,000 ft.) 660.00

Replacement of Two Park Benches 100.00

Removal of Defacement on D. 0. War
Memorial (Est) . 200.00

Repair of Slate, Sidewalk, D. C. War
Memorial (Est) 900 - 00*

$71,795.00

There will be credited against these claims the $5000 deposited with 

the National Park Service pursuant to paragraph 8 of the May 10 permit 

and the $5500 realized from the sale of materials removed from the site 

of "Resurrection City, USA" and paid to the National Park Service 

pursuant to our agreement of July 11, 1968, as implemented by our 

further agreement of July 24, 1968. Thus, there remains due on the 

claims stated above the balance of $6^,295.00. You are requested 

to pay this amount immediately.

Your immediate attention to these claims and their satisfaction is 

requested.

Regional Director

cc: Christian
Southern/Leadership Conference 
334 Auburn Avenue, N. E. ■ 
Atlanta, Georgia



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W.

KCTLY .... TO: WASHINGTON, D. <-. 20242

A8219-BCR(A)

Mr. Frank Reeves, Esq.
Southern Christian Leadership

Conference po 0-r/
1401 U Street, N. W. / l z /,
Washington, ^D. C. 2000$ ( .

Dear Mr. Reeves:

The National Park Service, on behalf of itself and the General 
Services Administration of the United States Government and of the 
District of Columbia, hereby asserts the claims listed below against 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. These claims arise 
out of your occupation of the site known as ’’Resurrection City, USA” 
pursuant to the permit issued to you on May 10, 1963, and your 
failure, following the expiration of the permit on June 2Z, 1968, 
to remove the facilities installed on the site and restore the site 
to its prior condition, reasonable wear and tear of the turf excepted, 
as required by paragraph 8 of said permit and for other damage to 
Government property under our administration.

Dismantling and removal of structure and facilities 
and ground cleanup

National Park Service $14,122.00
General Services Administration 27>217.00
District of Columbia 23,520.00 

$64,859.00

Tree repair and replacement (Est.) 3,350.00
Shrub repair and replacement (Est.) 1,726.00
Replacement of snow fence (Z,000 ft.) 660.00
Replacement of two park benches 100.00
Removal of defacement on D. C. War
Memorial (Est.) . 200.00

Repair of slate, sidewalk, D. C. War
Memorial (Est.) 900.00

$71,795.00







Gentlemen:

The National Park Service, on behalf of t

deportment and the General Service Administration of jthe 

United States Government and of the District of Columbia) 

hereby asserts the &QSS&SS& claims^against the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference.out of your 

occupation of the site known as "Resurrection City, USA"

pursuant to the permit issued to you on May 10, 1968, and 

your failure, following the expiration of the permit on - 

June 23, 1963, to remove the facilities installed on the ' 

site and restore the site to its prior condition, reasonable

wear

s<

facilities

and tear of the turf excepted, as required by 

paragraph 8 of said perm:

smantll^ng and removal of structure and 

and ground clean-up

National Park Service /y./^ xxxx
X ;r. -L/% 

General Service Administration yyyy

District of Columbia ' j 1 2222 AAAAAA
- ■■■——-

Tree repair and replacement (est) '
ETC

There will be credited against these claims the $5000 

deposited with the National Park Service pursuant to paragraph 

8 of the May 10 permit and the $5500 realised from the. sale 

of materials removed from the site of "Resurrection City, USA"



2

due on the claims

You are requested

tions^of

above and

satisfaction is requested.

agreement of July 

further agreement

to pay this amount "'immediately

Nash Castro --
Regional Director

lestedT/v/e

irfayre^uire

Your•immediate attention to these claims and their

cc:
Sd^frern^ Leadership Conference
140\ Lift Street, N.W.

_Washington, D. C. 20009

and paid to the National Park Service pursuant to our 

1^4^, 1968, as implemented by our 

of July 24, 1968. Thus, there remains 

stated above the balance of 

of liability s youaslai tate

on irxpaymenp-

shal!7 obtain ahcMdeliver

th

ou s
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*B21>hcb(a) AUG 3 0 1968

Hon. Robert C. Byrd 
United States Senate 
Washington, v. C. 20515

Dear Senator Byrdt

Our letter to you dated July 19 promised actual figures concerning 
costa related to the Poor People's Campaign in connection with 
"Resurrection City" and the Solidarity Day March as soon as they 
became known.

Accordingly, the following final statement of expenditures is 
provided: -

Resurrection City

Additional Expenses 
O.T. 8.P.. etc.

Regular Time 
Expenses Total

Police Costs $121,903 $23,086 $11*,989

Engineering Costs 
to lay out site 178 • 178

Subtotal 122,081 23,086 145,167

June 19, Solidarity Day March

Police Costs 7,700 1,327 9,027

Cleanup of area 
after March 2,932 2.650

Subtotal 10,630 14,607



Dismantling of structures and 
restoration of area •*

60,335

Subtotal

Grand Total

Sincerely yours,

Regional Director

Rational Park Service Coats
G8A Costs (Includes storage and transfer 
of property)

VC Highway Department Costs *

Settlement has not been made as yet of the Government's claim against 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference arising out of its 
occupation of "Resurrection City." We will be happy to Inform you 
concerning final disposition of the initial deposit required by the 
permit and proceeds derived'from sale of the lumber as soon as the 
claim is settled.

S9.1ES
26;OO9

cc:
SOL-Mr. Weinberg
SOL—Mr. Meyer
DCCO
NJS-INF-Mr. Winge
NPS-DAL-Mr. Melvin
NSP-0 .
Mr. McDonough, Justice Dept.
NCR-Mr. Castro
NCR-Mr. Bahlman
NCR-Mr. Hough 
NCR-Surname Copy 
NCR-File Copy 

• WSBahlman:jc 8/29/68



Rational Park Service 
National Capital Region

Total Expenditures Incurred in Connection 
with Poor People's .Campaign 5/11-7/Zl/68 (Final)

Resurrection City

Additional Expenses
O.T. H.P./etc.,

Regular Time
Expenses Total

Police Costs $121,903 $23,086 $1U,989

Engineering Costs 
to lay out site . 178 178

Subtotal 122,081 23,086 1^5,167

June 19, Solidarity Day March

Police Costs , 7,700 1,327 9,027

Cleanup of Area 
after March 2,930 2,650 2*580

Subtotal 10,630 3,977 1^,607

Dismantling of structures and 
restoration of area

National Park Service Costs * 60,335
GSA Costs (includes storage and transfer

of property) 29,^82
DC Highway Department Costs ♦ 26,009

Subtotal . 115,826

Grand Total
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Sending SCLC the Bitt'1 .
The shanties of Resurrection City 

have been gone for several weeks, and 
returfing work by the National Park 
Service has restored the mall beside 
the Reflecting Pool to almost its origi­
nal state. But argument still rages 
about who is to bear the costs result­
ing from the shanty-town.

Back in May, Nash Castro, regional 
director of the National Capital 
^Region of the National Park Service, 
assured Congress that the $5,000 bond 
posted by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, sponsor of 
the Poor People’s Campaign and 
Resurrection City, would be sufficient 
to cover any damages. In the event 
that damages exceeded that sum, he 
added, SCLC had invested some 
$70,000 in the lumber used for the 
shanties; he believed that salvage and 
sale of this lumber after Resurrection 
City was abandoned could be used to 
offset any additional costs.

Castro was far from right. The 
final figures now are in, showing 
that Resurrection City cost American 
taxpayers more than $1.7 million. 
These direct'costs camelromexpendi- 
tures made by the Department of 
Agriculture, the District of Columbia, 
the Department of Justice, the Gen­

eral Services Administration, and the 
Department of the Army.

Meanwhile, SCLC officials are try­
ing to have their $5,000 refunded. The 
lumber, whose value Castro greatly 
overrated, has been sold for $5,500, 
which represents only a small part of 
the $30,000 that the General Services 
Administration paid to have the lum­
ber moved and to store it.

But MI is not lost: The National 
Park Service has sent SCLC a bill for 
$71,795, representing the cost of dis­
mantling the shanty-town and of 
restoring the mall. If SCLC doesn’t 
pay up, the Park Service says, it may 
take the matter to court. By all _ 
means: While the Poor People’s Cam- 
paign was in progress, SCLC raked in 
millions of dollars in donations; it can 
well-afford'to’pay the costs of its 
lobbying activities in Washington.

Maybe if the Park Service is suc­
cessful in pressing its claim, other 
Federal agencies may be encouraged 
to press similar claims. Certainly the 
overburdened taxpayer should not be 
expected to bear the full cost of this 
ragtag effort to intimidate Congress 
into approving all kinds of grandiose 
schemes to eliminate poverty tomor­
row, if not yesterday.

News and editanlal pogePfire under separate supervise*. Letters to the*Forum and c 
policy should de addressed to the Editorial Page. Communications pertaining to ne 
the Managing Editor. The News Leader is published daily at 333 East Grace Street,

.THE RICHMOND NEWS LEADER
333 East Grace Street, Richmond, Virginia, 23213

DAVID TENNANT BRYAN ALAN S DONNAHOE
Chairman and Publisher President and Associate Publisher

■icns on editorial 
be addressed to 

, Virginia, 232)3.



Government of the district of Columbia ' » 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC /<Q fa

Mr. Nash Castro 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242

Dear Mr. Castro:

I appreciate your frank note of July 30, 1968, indicating 
the inability of your organization to reimburse this Department 
for $26, 009. 12, covering the cost of work performed in removing 
lumber and debris from Park Service property.

I want to point out that when we undertook the mission it 
was with the understanding the Department would be reimbursed. 
We cannot proceed otherwise. If, as you indicate, you have no 
funds however, and cannot reimburse the Department of Highways 
and Traffic for its effort, nothing will be gained by pressing the 
matter further.

Regardless of the outcome of this particular situation, I 
do value our great cooperation together on our other joint ventures 
such as snow removal, beautification, and public ceremonies, and 
I look forward to a long continuation of the current working re­
lationship.

Sincerely yours,

Y ) '
-Tr~F. AIRIS, Director

Department of Highways and Traffic, D. C.



A9>»-NCR(A)
AUG I 51968

Mr. T. f. Airla, Director
Department of Highways and Traffic
Government of the District of Columbia
Washington, v. C. 20004

Dear Tomi

I have received your letter of August 7 concerning your bill for 
reimbursement of the cost of work performed in removing lumber and 
debris from Potomac Park upon demolition of Resurrection City. As 
previously indicated to you, we actually do not have balances which 
would permit us to pay this bill and had expected you to cover the 
cost of your part in the operation. However, we are asking our 
Washington Office to try to find necessary funds which might be 
made available to us upon the closing of the books for the 1968 
fiscal year. At this time, that office is also without sufficient 
balances in the appropriation which could be used but there is 
always a chance of over-obligation which could turn up sufficient 
balances. Perhaps we can handle this after all.

Sincerely yours,

SIGNED

Nash Castro 
Regional Director

cc:
Mr. Hough
NCR Surname Copy

' NCR File Copy

WSBahlman:jc 8/15/68
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Memorandum

Dsr Director

from: Assistant

Subject: Demolition costs. Resurrection City. USA

In connection with the demolition of structures which ®ade up the 
former Resurrection City, we called on the General Services 
Administration and the District of Columbia Department of Highways 
and Traffic to assist us so that the work might de speedily 
accomplished® No mention was made at the time that we would plan 
to reimburse these agencies, and in fact, we had thought that they 
would take care of their own expenses in this connection just as 
we were doing. However, we received bills from them as follows:

Mgust 14. 1968

Regional Director, Administration

GSA - $29,482
DC * $26,009

M returned the bills and explained to these agencies that we felt 
that this was an expense of the Government as a whole and of the 
District of Columbia and that it was a mere circumstance that the 
poor people were permitted to stake their encampment on park lands. 
Actually, we have no ^&R balances with which to pay these bills. 
However, there have been indications that both the Highway Department 
and the General Services Administration are without appropriate funds 
to meet expenses in this connection and if it is possible for us to 
do so, we feel some moral obligation to pay for the assistance they 
rendered. If you agree please consider this need in reviewing your 
year end balances and inform us as to possibility that you might 
allot funds - which we could use to cover the bills.

) Vj'lLUAuV L-

William S» Bahlman

ce:
Mr. Hough
NCR Surname Copy
NCR File Cppy



FRANK D. REEVES
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BOX 1121. HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
LAW SCHOOL- BUILDING - ROOM 1S4 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001

8 August 1968

Mr. William S. Bahlman
Assistant Regional Director 

Administration
National Capital Region
National Park Service
United States Department of 

"the Interior
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Re: A8219-NCR(A)

Dear Mr. Bahlman:

Receipt is acknowledged of your registered letter 
dated 6 August 1968, with reference to the claims of 
your agency, the General Services Administration, and 
the District of Columbia Government against the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. As set forth in your 
letter —

These claims arise out of your [Southern 
Christian Leadership Conferences occupation 
of the site known as "Resurrection City, USA" 
pursuant to the permit issued to you on May 10, 
1968, and your failure, following the expira­
tion of the permit on June 23, 1968, to remove 
the facilities installed on the site and re­
store the site to its prior condition, reason­
able wear and tear of the turf excepted, as 
required by paragraph 8 of said permit and for 
other damage to Government property under our 
administration.

Reverend Abernathy, President- of the- Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and the other officers of SCLC are 
in Miami, Florida, and there has not been an opportunity 
for us to discuss your letter. As a matter of fact, such 
opportunity may not come until the Annual Meeting of SCLC 
in Memphis, Tennessee, 14 and 15 August.



to. William S. Bah. in
6 At«gust 1968

In any event, you can expect to hear furth^?- 
^concerning this matter at the earliest praScal

Very truly yours^

FDR: swr
Frank D. Reeves



Both thia office and the Secretary's Information Office /were caught totally by

BL-L ENVELOPE MEMORANIXN f

Mr* Bussell Dickenson 
Associate Regional Director, NCR

surprise with press query followups on Bobby Romig's story on the NFS billing 
the SCLC for dismantling Resurrection City* This was very embarrassing all 
around and I caught some hell from upstairs* Bobby is a good reporter and often 
goes directly to the source, bypassing the Information people both at NFS'and 
Departmental level* I'm not suggesting that your people shouldn't talk to her, 
but it would help us to do a better Job if they would alert us to the fact that 
they had talked to her so we could be prepared for the inevitable followup
queries from other reporters*

cct | Harmon Kailman

Edwin N. Rings, Chief, Division of Information



August S, 1963

Mrs. Jean Young
Office of the Mayor
Boom 520
District Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Young:

Attached is a copy of our August 6 letter to SCLC 

per your request.

Sincerely,

W. S. Bahlman 

Enclosure

WSBahlman:bmg 8/6/68



August 6, 1966

Mr. Frank Reeves
P. 0. Box 1121
Howard University
Washington, D. C. 20001

Dear Mr. Reeves:

Per your request today, I am attaching a copy of the 

July 2k agreement.

- Sincerely,

W. 8. Bahlman

Enclosure

WSBahlman:bmg 6/6/68



Ur» David Phillips v ■■ ‘
Sagionsl AdsdLnlafcrator

x Ce acral Services A-odols tratlon
fiegioa 3 7
Washington, D. C« 20M>7

Dear Me. Phillips*

Thank you for your letter of July 11 shaelsg ft breakdown of the 
costs incurred by your Agency in the rasing of RssMractiso City, 
NHL asking that you bo raiaburrad ia the ajsount 2f Ve
hem also received MT* ScMXfsah’s statement of July 22, G£A MH 
So. t&lTX), which is being returned.

So f«zLft were included In oar bucket far the Poor People1 e Cnsraign 
which desMr Asy 11 end ended the latter ^»Ft of June. The na^ar portion 
of ths caste wre incurred dy this Service since the encasesxmt vaa 
located on park property*

All of the costs incurred by this Office bare been absorbed and there 
ere no funds available to reimburss other arene tee for their parti cipa* 
tian in ths rsLi-ng sf Lsrmrrsctlos City er incidental expenses. W« 
are not avers or say sZracssnt to do this.

Tour assistance la deeply appreciated, end w hope you will find it 
possible, to adsorb your costs without too great an Inpact so your 
proerttas.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) William S. Bahlman

Soelosure

cc: Mr. John McDonough, 
Dept, of Justice w/c enc.

Mr. Bernard Meyer, Solicitor’s 
Parks & Recreation v/c enc.

ZMsv ~Rflh1 man
Mr. Hough

Assistant Leglorml Director 
Administration 4/15 5 

-o 
» 
<r» *

NCR Surname Copy 
• NCR File Copy 

Office, 
FPHoughsbf 7/2H/68



A£8X>aca(A) "

tamawtsp rsm, - 6 1968

Mr. h«Ak Hrntt, Lsq.
P. 0. Lox 1121
Howard University
Washington, S. C. 20001

Dear Mr* Betvui

The Rational Service, on behalf of Itself and the General 
Services Administration of the United States Government and of the 
District of Columbia, hereby asserts the claims listed below against 
ths Southern Christian Leadership Conference. These claiss arise 
out of your occupation of the site known as * Resurrection City, UBA* 
pursuant to the permit Issued to you on Msy 10, 1968, and your 
failure, foilowing the expiration of the permit on June LI, 1963, 

to remove the facilities Installed on the site and restore the site 
to its prior condition, reasonable wear and tear of the turf excepted, 
ex required by paragraph 3 of said permit and for other dasaZe to 
Government property under our administration.

Dismantling and removal of structure and facilities and 
ground cleanup.

National Park Service
General Services Administration 
District of Columbia

-it»,iss.oo

97.P17.OO

♦^,059.00

Tree repair and replacement (Eat.) 
Shrub repair and replacement (Zst.) 
Replacement of snow fence (3,000 ft.) 
replacement of two perk beaches

3,350.00
* 1,726.00 

660.00 
100.00

Removal of defacement on D. C. War 
Manorial (Let.)

Eepair of slate sidewalk, V. C. War
200.00

Mesorial (Let.) ’?00.00
471,795.*)



There will be credited against these claims the $5000 deposited with 
the national Park Service pursuant to paragraph 6 of the May 10 permit 
and the $5500 realized from the sale of materials removed from the 
site of "Resurrection City, USA" and paid to the national Park Service 
pursuant to our agreement of July 11, 1966, as implemented by our 
further agreement of July Lb, 1968. Thus, there regains due on the 
claims stated above the balance of $61,295.00. Ton are requested 
to pay this amount immediately.

Your immediate attention to these claims and their satisfaction is 
requested.

($gd) WILLIAM'S. BAHLMAN
Villi am S. Bahlman
Assistant Regional Director, 
Administration

ccr
Southern Christian leadership
Conference

33b Auburn Avenue, S. L.
Atlanta, Georgia

Southern Christian Leadership
Conference Mr. Leroy D. Clark

ihOl U Street, J. V. NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Washington, V. C. 20009 Fund, Inc.

10 Columbus Circle, New York, N. Y.
Mr. John McDonough, Department 10019

of Justice
Mr. Bernard Meyer, Solicitor’s Office, 

Parks & Recreation

Mr. Bahlman
Mr. Hough
NCR Surname Copy
NCR. File Copy -

WSBahlman:jc
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A8227-8CR(A)
NOV 61368

is

Sos. Robert C. Byrd 
United States Senate 
Washington, v. C. 20515

Dear Senator Byrds

This is in response to your letter of October ZO requesting 
information concerning the present status of the government’s 
claim of $71,795 against the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference.

Hie were unsuccessful in getting the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference to take positive, action with respect to the settlement 
of the claim and on September 24 we sent it to Mr. Edward Weinberg, 
Solicitor, Department of the Interior, requesting that his office 
proceed with necessary legal action to secure settlement. It is our 
understanding that the Solicitor plans to refer the claim to the 
Department of Justice for proper attention if settlement is not 
forthcoming in the next few days.

We will ask the Solicitor to comply with your request for a report 
as to the status of this claim after a ZO-day period has elapsed. 
Monthly reports will be provided thereafter until this matter has 
been resolved.

Sincerely yours,

SIGNED

Nash Castro 
Regional Director

cc:
Solicitor, w/c incoming

Note: Please comply with Senator Byrd’s request for a report 
within 30 days and for monthly reports thereafter until 
the matter has been resolved.

NC



CARL HAYDEN. ARIZ., CHA1RMA
a “ *-

„ RICHARD B. RUSSELL. GA. 
ALLEN J. tLLENOER. LA. 
USTER HILL. ALA.
JOHN L. MC CLELLAN, ARK. 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON. WASH. 
BPESSARO L. HOLLAND. FLA. 
JOHN STENNIS. MISS.
JOHN O. PASTORE, R.l.
A. S. MIKE MONRONEY. OKLA.
ALAN BIBLE. NEV.
ROBERT C. BYRO. W. VA.
GALE W. MCGEE. WYO. 
MIKE MANSFIELD. MONT.
E. L. BARTLETT, ALASKA 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE, WIS. 
RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX.

MILTON R. YO J. -K.
KARL E. MUNDT. S.""rhK.
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINEfc 
THOMAS H. KUCHEL. CALIF.".
ROMAN L. HRUSKA, NEAR.
GORDON ALLOT!", COLO.
NORRIS COTTON, N.H.
CLIFFORD P. CASE. N.J.
JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y.

L>tates /Senate
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

October ZO, 1968

THOMAS J. SCOTT, CHIEF CLERK
WM. W. WOODRUFF, ASST. CHIEF CLERK

Mr. Nash Castro,
Regional Director ' < *
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive, S. W.
Washington, D C. 20242

Dear Mr. Castro:

I have had occasion to refer to your letter and enclosures 
of September seventeenth with reference to the Government’s claim 
of $71>795 against the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
This is a claim which arose out of the SCLC’s use of the Resurrection 
City site.

I would appreciate your providing information as to the present 
status of this matter, and, if not resolved within thirty days, I will 
appreciate your forwarding to me monthly reports as to what has been 
done to resolve the matter.

Sincerely yours, /)

£j
Rober^Q. Byrd, Chairman. \ 
Subcommittee on the X" 

District of Columbia

RCB/WHj/dw
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* * UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
/ Z ^OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

G-68-2211.2890

Reglitered Mail
Return Receipt Requested * ‘

NOV *4 ML
Frank Reaves, Esq.
F. 0. Box 1121
Howard University
Washington, D. C. 20001

Dear Mr. Reaves:

Regional Director' Nash Castro of the National Park Service has 
referred to us for appropriate action the claim of the Government 
in the sue of $71,795 against the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference for the cost of clean-up of Resurrection City.

Your letter of September 18 to Mr. Castro indicated that your 
principals were senaing you their instructions with respect to 
this matter and that you would tnen communicate further with him. 
Neither he nor the Department has had any word frost you or from 
other representatives of tne Southern Christian Leadership Confer­
ence since that time.

We would appreciate being informed promptly of the intentions of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference with respect to the - 
Government s claim. Failing to hear from you witnin ths next week 
will leave us no choice but to refer tne claim to the Department 
of Justice.

Sincerely yours, ,

Edward Weinberg 
Solicitor

Copy to: Director, National Park Service
Regional Director, National Capital Region, NPS



L.
Hot. Jota/d. McMillan
Chai man, Committee on the

District of Columbia
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Chairman:

During the continuation of hearings by your Committee on H.R. 1M3O 
and 1U448, "To establish a Commissioner of Police, for the District 
of Columbia," National Park Service Regional Director Hash Castro, 
the witness for the Department of the Interior, was asked to supply 
certain information to the Committee for the record*

Mr. Castro was first asked to provide a coxy of the permit which 
was granted by the Interior Department to the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference for the Poor Peoples’ Campaign* We understand 
that Mr. Castro supplied a copy of this document on October 1.
Mr. Castro was also requested to provide a statement of expenses 
incurred by the Government as a result of the demonstration, includ­
ing costs Incurred by the District of Columbia Department of Traffic 
and Highways and by the General Services Administration. That state­
ment is enclosed herewith.

During the hearing, Mr. Castro referred to authority for the granting 
of such a permit by the Department, and for the regulation of the 
activities of the permittee. A copy of Title Z6 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations was requested by Mr. Dowdy. Section 50 of that 
title is enclosed and, as you have noted, reflects a revision of the 
regulations since the Committee copy of CFR was issued.

We hope this information will assist the Committee, and we appreciate 
the opportunity to supplement our testimony. Please Inform us if any 
further information Is required.

Enclosures

cc: NCR Surname
NPS Surname 
NCR Comeback

Sincerely yours,

Director

Mr. Harrison, NPS
Mr. Melvin (2)
Mr. Castro DBFreeland:NCastro:mgw

10/7/68



L.
Hon. JohnMcMillan 
Chairman, Committee on th*

District of Columbia 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Chairman:

During the continuation of hearings by your Committee on H.R. 14430 
and 14448, "To establish a Commissioner of Police for the District 
of Columbia," National Park Service Regional Director Nash Castro, 
the witness for the Department of the Interior, was asked to supply 
certain information to the Committee for the record.

Mr* Castro was first asked to provide a copy of the permit which 
was granted by the Interior Department to the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference for the Poor Peoples' Campaign. We understand 
that Mr* Castro supplied a copy of this document on October 1* 
Mr. Castro was also requested to provide a statement of expenses 
incurred by the Government as a result of the demonstration, includ­
ing costs incurred by the District of Columbia Department of Traffic 
and Highways and by the General Services Administration. That state­
ment is enclosed herewith.

During the hearing, Mr* Castro referred to authority for the granting 
of such a permit by the Department, and for the regulation of the 
activities of the permittee. A. copy of Title Z6 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations was requested by Mr. Dowdy. Section 50 of that 
title Is enclosed and, as you have noted, reflects a revision of the 
regulations since the Committee copy of CfR was Issued*

We hope this Information will assist the Committee, and we appreciate 
the opportunity to supplement our testimony. Please inform us if any 
further information is required*

Sincerely yours,

Director

Enclosures 

cc: NCR Surname
NPS Surname 
NCR Comeback

Mr. Harrison, NPS
Mr. Melvin (2)
Mr. Castro DBFreeland:NCastro:mgw

10/7/68
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National Park Service 
National Capital Region

Statement of Total Costs Incurred in Connection 
with Poor People' s Campaign 5/H - 7/31/68

Management & Protection 
Management of Park 

Resurrection City & Other Areas

Maintenance & Rehabilitation
Buildings & Utilities

Policing $ 114,989

Laying out site -
*

$ 178

Dismantling of structures 
L restoration of area 

NPS Forces 
GSA Forces 
DC Highway Force • / •

60,335
29,482
26,009

Solidarity Day March

Policing
Cleanup of area after
March

9,027

5.580

Total 154,016 121,564

Grand Total $275,600
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Sen. W. M. Abbitt
Souss of Representatives
Washington, D.C. ’ ■

Dear Mr. Abbltti

Thank yon for your recent letter concerning the Boor People’s 
Campaign, Washington* D.C* '—

A deadline has not been established for settlement of the claim 
against the Southern Christian Leadership Conference* A settlement 
request was made on August 6 and acknowledged by SCLC on August 8; 
a follow up was reads on SepteaSber 5.

Qa Septes&er 17» SCLC Attorney John Beeves telephoned Sational 
Capital Regional Director JPish Castro end reported that ca 
September 1Z he talked with SCLC Council in Chicago who promised 
to give hint written instruction at an early date*

If nothing Is forthcoming within the next few days from 5CLC» we 
plan to turn this Batter over to cur attorneys for further collection 
effort* m the meantime, we continue to bold $10,500 of SCLC funds 
In mrr suspense account; $5»3OO of that csaount was received through 
the sale of the lumber which had been used at Resurrection City.

Sincerely yours*

(Sgd) Edward A. Hummel

WWM MMCtor

ssr
SOL - Mr. Meyer ) f/
/Regional Director* 3CR(2) ) v/c of inc.



W. M. A8BITT, M.C. 
4m District, Virginia

HOME ADDRESSi 
Arfomattox, Virginia

MEMBER 
Committee on Agriculture 

Committee on House 
Administration

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON. D.C.

September 19, 1968

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

Director
National Park Service
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sirs

You will recall that I have inquired a number of 
times as to the status of the license fee paid by the 
Poor Peoples Campaign in connection with Resurrection 
City earlier this year..

It is my understanding that the government is still 
holding the fee and the lumber from the camp-site but 
that the whole matter is being held in abeyance pending 
the outcome of negotiations with the sponsors of the 
campaign.

I will appreciate your bringing me up-to-date as to 
what has been done since the last letter I received from 
your office as I have had a number of inquiries as to how 
the government plans to resolve this matter.

Sincerely yours,

W. M. Abbitt

WMA/bm
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A621y-BCB(A)

Tot Solicitor

From: Regional Director

Subject: Claim against SCDC for ’Resurrection City" cleanup

On August 6, 1%8, we addressed a letter to Mr* Frank Reeves, 
with copies to the Southern Christian Leadership Conference offices 
both here and in Atlanta, setting forth the Government's claim 
against LCDS in the amount of $71,795 for cost of ‘Resurrection 
City " cleanup. It was stated that $5,000 on deposit pursuant to 
paragraph 3 of the May 10 permit and $5,500 realized from the sale 
of materials removed from the site of 'Resurrection City,; USA, * could 
be used in offsetting the obligation and that the balance in the . 
amount of $61,295 was due and payable. On August 3 Mr. Reeves replied, 
acknowledging receipt of our claim and indicating that there would be 
further word from SCDC. Having heard nothing more after nearly a 
month we addressed a letter to Mr. Reeves on September 5 asking for 
information as to the conclusions reached by SCDC as called for by 
our August 6 letter*. On September 17, in a telephone conversation 
Mr. Reeves indicated that he had talked to the SCDC counsel in Chicago 
on September 13 and expected written Instructions during the week of 
September 15* On September 16 Mr* Reeves advised by letter that he 
was daily expecting instructions.

We are still without word from SCDC as to its intentions in this matter 
and in view of the time which has already elapsed, we believe that it 
is appropriate and proper for the Department to institute legal action 
looking toward the Government’s collection of the above refdrred-to 
claim* We would appreciate having your office proceed accordingly, 
and will be happy to provide information which cay be necessary in 
this connection. Copies of correspondence referred to herein are 
attached.

Thank you very much.

(Sgd.) Nash Castro

Enclosures



-1

FRANK D. REEVES
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BOX 1121, HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
LAW SCHOOL BUILDING - ROOM 154 1

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001

September 18, 1968

Mr. Nash Castro^ -
Regional Director
National Capital Region
National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior 
1100 Ohio Drive, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20242

Re: A8219-NCR CRD)

Dear Mr. Castro:

Confirming our telephone, conversation on 17 September 
1968, receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 5 September 
with further reference to your claim of $71,795 "covering 
costs incurred by the Government in dismantling and removing 
structures and facilities, grounds cleanup, and other matters 
relating to Resurrection City."

I have been daily expecting a letter of instructions from 
my principal and as recently as today, I am informed that 
such a letter was dispatched yesterday. Accordingly, you may 
expect such immediate further communication as may be indicated.

FDR:der

cc: Rev. Ralph David Abernathy
Mr. Haywood Burns 
Mr. Chauncey Eskridge
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Terry said they had a call from Jack Lewis asking for an answer

DIRECTOR:

I UNDERSTAND THE PARK SERVICE HAS GIVEN THE SCLC A SEPTEMBER 15'

THE PAYMENT OF $71,000 WHICH IT OWES TOWARD THEDEADLINE FOR COST

FEDERAL GROUNDS USED FOR RESURRECTION CITYOF RESTORING

BEEN

WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ANSWER TO THESE QUESTIONS IN A RETURN TELEGRAM

Terry said if we called her with an answer

away—and it will save time

HAS THAT PAYMENT BEEN MADE BY SCLC. IF THIS PAYMENT HAS NOT

This telegram was dated 9/16/68, 11:^9 s,.m. Before it arrived

MADE WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS CONTEMPLATED BY THE PARK SERVICE. I

she can get it out right



DRAFT 
NCASTROsdh 
9/17/68

-

HON

p
R6LMW. BYRD ,

UNITED STATES SENATE * .

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515

URIEL 16. DEADLINE NOT ESTABLISHED FOR SETTLEMENT OF CLAIM AGAINST

SCLC. SETTLEMENT REQUEST MADE AUGUST 6, FOLLCW-UP MADE SEPT

SETTLEMENT REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGED BY SCLC ON AUGUST 8. ON SEPTEMBER 17, 

SCLC ATTORNEY JOHN REEVES TELEPHONED REGIONAL DIRECTOR NASH CASTRO 

AM REPORTED THAT, ON SEPTEMBER 13 HE TALKED WITH SCLC COUNSEL IN 

CHICAGO, WHO PROMISED TO GIVE HIM WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS THIS WEEK.

SWVSS-. IF

NOTHING FORTHCOMING WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS FROM SCLC, PLAN TO TURN 

MATTER OVER TO OUR ATTORNEYS FOR FURTHER COLLECTION EFFORT. MEANTIME, 

WE CONTINUE TO HOLD $10,500 OF SCLC FUNDS IN SUSPENSE ACCOUNT.

ACTING DIRECTOR

co:
Mr. Castro w/c of inc



171617

AUGUST S, FOLLOW UP MADE SEPTEJEER S

jWTl'OwJ fag k.Se.K use, 

ABM&OTOFifiuiizzaoaa

TOBM MATTES OVER SO «L ATT0HHET3 FOR FWWM «LLWTA» EFFORT

MAW A. HOTEL 
ASSOCIATE DISECTOR 
KATZQBAL PASS SMILE

CCSFIRMMICR

Bub Cutie, Regional Director, NOR 336-7211
(1230)

September 18, 1Y68 10:00 AM
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* 1

Telegraphic Message sent to: Bon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr., (HZ615-H)

ce: * *
SOL ) w/c of inc,

/KCR - Mr. Castro )
DAL - Mr. Melvin ) each w/e of inc.

NCastror^aL 9/18/66

2



, WESTERN UNION f i
SlMM «>-">» 1 IV j

.. VTH? VW SNA022 GOVT PDB SN WASHINGTON DC LL 1HDA.EDT 7 1 •*

HON.GEORGE B HARTZOG JR, DIRECTOR, VS NATL PARK SERVICE

- ■ - INTERIOR BLDG VASHDC
■A * 1 i

t UNDERSTAND THE PARK SERVICE HAS GIVEN THE SOUTHERN j

CHRISTIAN.LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE A SEPTEMBER IS DEADLINE FOR . ' ;

THE PAYMENT OF U71,000 WHICH IT ONES,TOWARD THE COST OF RESTORING 

FEDERAL GROUNDS USED FOR RESURRECTION CITY.

MAS TUT PAYMENT BEEN MADE BY SCLCT.IF THIS PAYMENT HAS 

1OT BEEN. WUK, OAT FURTHER ACTION IS CONTEMPLATED BY THE 

PARK SERVICE!

I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS
 IN A RETURN TELEGRAM.   ' ' ' 

WESTERN UNION ..fj
NW SKAG22/2 . ’ ■

J MARRY F BYRD JR US SENATOR " <6 Py J IC

CtlSlH . .. ■ ; j
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Bon. Robert C. Byrd
United States Senate
Washington, v. C. -

Dear Senator Byrd:

Ry vay of keeping you abreast of our efforts to collect our 
elain against the Southern Christian leadership Conference, 
we enclose copies of oufr letters of August 6, and September 5. 
to then, together with their reply of August 8.

With all best wishes, X an

Sincerely yours,

(SSL.)

Rash Castro 
Regional Director

^closure

cc:
NCR Surname
NCR Flies
Mr. Melvin, NASO
Mr. Bahlman

NCastro:mgw



A3615*O

Washington, D«C«

Deer Mr* Chutes an:

Sincerely yours,

W

Enclosures

SOL, Mr4. Meyer, w/c of Lua.
/Be<rional Director, ’TCP, w/c of Cne

Eon. George 8. Mahon

COEMttee on Appropriations 
8LQ2S of Espreaontatlves

Za promised in our letter of July 19 vs are enclosing & listing of ths 
total expendituros. incurred in connection with the Foor People’s 
Campaign for the period May 11 through July Z1

cc: 
DCCO

Director

S 26953



\ & * flat ion a]. Park Service
■’ National Capital Region • . ' • .

Total. Expenditures Incurred in Connection 
with Poor People’s .Campaign 5/11-7/31/68 (Final)

Resurrection City
«

Additional Expenses > 
0.T. H.P., etc.

Regular Time 
Expenses Total

Police Costs $121,903 $23,086 $1^,989

Engineering Costs
178to lay out site 178 -

Subtotal 122,031 23,086 1^5,167

Police Costs

<7une 19, Solidarity Day March

* • 7,700 1,327 9,027

Cleanup of Area
'■ • ’■ ■ ■, ... '

2^50 5^after March 2,930

Subtotal 10,630 3,977 1U,6O7

Dismantling of structures 
. restoration of area

and -

National Park Service Costs 60,335
GSA Costs (includes storage and transfer 

of property) 29,^82
DC Highway Department Costs 26,009

Subtotal 113,826

Grand Total

■

275,600
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20001

and other matters relating to Resurrection City.

We understood from your letter of August 8 that the SCDC leader*

annual meeting in August.

We wonder whether SCLC has reached a conclusion on this and would

saw. j

Mr. John McDonough, Justice

Mr

E

WD-Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
334 Auburn Avenue, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mr. Stank Reeves 
P. O. Box 1121 
Reward university

Mr. Bahhnan
Mr. Hough

p Mr. Castro
Director - attn. Mr. Hunnel

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. «S«

,111)1 Jill.UM. u, JI JI ■■■ I. "‘Ml. '
' .J'* '•‘■.W.'?'- '.u

UNITED STATES



A8n>KR(ABF)

Xf you have say farther qaestlacs etneeraisg these coste> please

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Sash Caiira

Regional fibeetor

enclosure

MS Tile Copy

The equipaeat involved is the dismantling of the facilities voold 
include ballt'asara, trucks, and other aalatemeee and coastru ; rias 
type equipKss

co: ZJfr. Castro 
Mr. Sough

Mr. Srhsra Switcher 
D~pert»ent of Justice 
X9M ZHZ) 
Constitution Avena*

A 10th Street, 1. V. 
Vashiogtcn, V. C. 20535

There are enclosed four copies of a ata tersest showing a farther 
treekdom of "Besarrectioa City" coats as requested tzy yea*

The personal services Os not include any overtiae easts. These 
were deleted from the original claim amount.



M.C.

Any help you can give me will be 
greatly appreciated!

' Diane Baldwin (Miss)
20 U Cannon HOB

NORTH DAKOTA.



a8227-mcb(a) JAN % 9 ^63,

Hon. Mark Andrews
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Andrews r

Thank you for your recent letter in behalf of Mr. Richard Ehrenberg 
concerning expenses incurred by the Government in connection with 
the demolition of “Resurrection City.* and restoration of the site.

The claim against the Southern Christian Leadership Conference is 
in the amount of $71,795* It arises out of SCDC’s occupation of the 
site that was known as ’’Resurrection City, USA,” which was occupied 
pursuant to a permit issued to SCI£ on May 10, i960. The permit 
provided that on its expiration, the site was to be vacated, all 
structures removed, and the grounds and site in general returned 
to its former condition, normal wear and tear excepted.

Since SCLC failed to comply with the cleanup provisions of the permit 
it was necessary for the Federal Government to proceed with it, and 
in that connection, the Government incurred obligations to the extent 
of the claim above mentioned. All work was done by Federal employees 
and no contractors were engaged or benefited in any way.

The claim is now in the hands of the Department of Justice, since the 
Department of the Interior was unable to secure voluntary payment.

Sincerely yours,

cc:
Castro, w/inc.

Mr. Melvin-DAL, w/c inc.

NCR Surname Copy
NCR File Copy

(Sgd.) Nash Castro

Regional Director

WSBahIman:jc ,1/27/69 
Rewritten: 1/28/69



Mr. Richard Ehrenberg 
Leonard, North Lakota *?R052

January 15, 1968

Representative Mark Andrews x-
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. .

Dear Mr. Andrews:

It has been stated that it cost us - the government - $71,000 to tear 
down the shanty tom built during the poor peoples’ march on Washington 
and to relandscape the area. The questions I have are: .

Why was the cost so extremely high?

Was there bidding on the prbject to obtain the most reasonable 
offer Tor landscaping.

Wo contracted for the job? Wat was their profit margin?

It appears to me that the poor peoples’ march is being blamed for the 
$71,000 cost to us as taxpayers when, in reality, the extremely high 

cost is due to contractors or government officials who have taken 
advantage of a profitable situation.

I would like facts and figures regarding this project if such are avail­
able.

Sincerely,

Richard Ehrenberg



/7ttz7
A3&I5-DAL .

JAN 13 W'J

Mist Deborah C. Martin
Kingsport Publishing Corporation / ... .
L20-W6 East Market Street 
Kingsport, Tennessee 37662

Dear Miss Martin:

Thanh you for your recent letter concerning the Poor People's 
Campaign, Washington» D.C.

You will recall that you requested a listing of books, pamphlets, 
and articles on this subject;, however, we know of none except for 
the various newspaper and magazine articles and It would, of course, 
be necessary for you to procure those articles from the respective 
publishers. However, we are enclosing a listing which will provide 
you with our best estimate as to the costs incurred by the National 
Park Service in the restoration of West Potomac Park.

Since restoration of the area was, in fact, accomplished by Government 
forces, a claim in the amount of $71,795 was filed with the Southern 
Christian leadership Conference for recovery of the Government's 
restoration costs. As we have been unsuccessful in getting the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference to take positive action 
with regard to the settlement of this claim, the Solicitor, Department 
of the Interior, has referred the claim to the Department of Justice 
for appropriate action.

We continue to hold $10,500 of SCLC funds in our suspense account; 
$5,500 of that amount was received through the sale of the lumber 
which had been used at Resurrection City.

Enclosure

cc:
SOL - Mr. Meyer ) w/c of inc.
Regional Difdctor, NCR (2) )

Sincerely yours,

Z. p,

Director



Office of the Interior 
Washington, D. C.

Kingsport MW News 
j MORNING

FTi, 1 sport Times News
SUNDAY !

Kingsport
EVENING

To Whom It May Concern:

In reference to last summer’s ”?oor People’s Campaign” which 
resulted in the camping out on federal grounds by varied 
minority groups, could somenone possibly convey to me the 
es£ent of damage done to private and government property and 
what has been done to remedy the situation.

As many articles have been written shich provide very 
adequate coverage on Resurrection City, I would appreciate 
a comprehensive list of articles, books and pamphlets which 
deal with my question. This would not only help me but 
would save your time in going into boring detail describing ' 
the aftermath.

■ - —-- ---- -----— ; . f i

— ----- ----------- ---W £
-------------- published by «

Tims , Kingsport Publishing
—■ ------ —• 220-226 East Market St., Kingsport, Tennessee 37662

Cordially,

.Deborah C. Martin
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Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior Mall has asked 
recent letter concerning the Government’s cia 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference for- 
Vest Potomac park following the termination to 
City" at that Location. "

Me are enclosing a copy of the Secretary’s press release of 
May 10 relating to the Poor People’s Campaign, along with a 
copy of the persit and application for same.

As the Rational Park Service has been unsuccessful in getting 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference to take positive 
action with respect to the settlement of this -71.79A slain, 
the Solicitor, Department of the Interior, has referred the 
claim to the Department of Justice for appropriate action.

| Opetaticn* (O)_________ —
["Liaison (1)__ ______ __ —

“ I Special kraj. — ___

AHaiT* (BPD _
“ Ftaane* (ABF)________ _

-------- Tfwp- Miint <APG>
Pcrsona.1 (AP) ________ 

— rpioaig»« (APC)______
"7—F'MgrrC Analysis (AM)___

i Tni srptc *.c t . 33 (C—4____
--------f Ma in •er.a.ncoJOM)_____
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Honorable Stewart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240 .

Dear Secretary Udall:

I was very much distressed when I saw a news story 
on November 21 which indicates that the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference has said that that organization has . 
no intention of paying the Federal Government $71,795 for 
expenses stemming from the Poor PeopleTs Campaign.

I would appreciate receiving information from your 
office regarding the position of the Department of Interior 
and what it will do to collect these amounts.

Also, it is my recollection that Reverend Abernathy 
and others entered into a contractual relationship with 
your Department at that time. I recall that promises were 
made and would appreciate receiving information as to what 
contractual arrangements were made with the SCLC to ensure 
repayment for expenses of your Department in restoring the 
grounds to their proper condition.

✓^Sincerely,

/ jihn M. Ashbrook
I Representative to Congress 

VA7th District

bi



Hhank you for your recent letter concerning the Government** claim 
•gainst the Southern Christian Leadership Conference for restoration 
of West Potomac Park following the termination of "Resurrection 
City** at that location. . >

As the National park Service has been unsuccessful in getting the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference to take positive action 
with respect to the settlement of this claim, the Solicitor, 
Department of the Interior, has referred the claim to the Department 
of Justice for appropriate action.

Sincerely yours,

8. B. MOORE 
4-^S" J,

Enclosure 

cc;
.SOL, Mr Meyer, w/c of inc.
/ Regional Director NCR (2), w/c of inc.
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5465 Lama Avenue
Long Beach, California 
December 5» 1968

The Honorable George Murphy
U. 3. Senate Building 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Murphy:

Will you please find out why the present 
administration are not forcing the SOLO to 
pay for the damage theXdid while camping out 
in Washington.

It is our thought, that had these people been 
white, they would not have been permitted to 
camp on the White House lawn.

I have an article from our U.S. News which says 
that Rev. Abernathy and SOLO collected millions 
of dollars for their distasteful and unlawful 
behavior and that the Rev. Abernathy and Mrs. 
Martin Luther King rode around in chauffeur 
driven cars and lived in expensive hotels.

Please be sure that SOLO pays for the damage 
done. Taxpayers cannot afford to carry many 
more blacks on their backs and we pray that Mr. 
Nixon will reverse the trend in our country of 
letting both black and white minority groups 
run it.

Stay right where you are.

Sincerely yours, 
7|/cvui 
Mary Landis
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> . back-
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irst in

Thei.campment on National Wo.

. fewer I, 
ducted r
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risenj

;;„ds between the Lineoin « 
Memorial and Washington Mon- 
ument in Washington. II

The cluster of . plywood tatsl I 
was closed June M alter six | 

more^ow^ the°'ll

tion's poor. 11
The Interior Department and | 

other government agencies ha», 
,-o deln up the camp site and, 
^Wlorthe^^l 

! months , ago, _an_ interior

cleanup. .A I
“We have a figure w® Il

ILpral government owes io i 
the federal g reallv runs I 
the poor people. It reany i 
over $100,000,” he said.

Interior Department officials 1 
5Xat unless SCLC took some 
5 nn the S71J95 bill the I 
Lr^lddcrele^d^e 

SyTeans taking the claim 
to court, a spokesman said.

Abernathy said that is. w 
decision, as SCLC president, to 

i- refuse to pav the bill. __

i ATLANTA, Ga., (AP) -
: head of »e Southern Christian
■T,le, Leadership conference saM 

uates Thursday that SCLC has no in 
.^aft Thurs y $71,795 bill
-rineeltention of paymB » * 
camelto the federal government.

• last in fact, SCLC plans to sue the
I Federal government for wore

{Cl^1S than $100,000 in damages, the 
in-than ' David Ab'ernathy,

of theRev. t aid Thursday.; ctoberjsCLC president, said
The Interior Departmen

|benenTMS leaning up the “Xent’Kike’sman said 
pxpense or ri ’ Cam. .

‘“'Jt^sutu the bill isn't paid quick-

•Tcentl “We feel that we do^ 

college! and restore the are at

retdrSuctedd SCLC "attor 

Ipv? to bring suit against the 
' federal government for damage 

done to Property of poor peop^ 
when Resurrection City 
closed down.

SCL sponsored the mass em
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B-4 Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, Wednesday, See. 4, fWl A

CHICAGO (AP)-A California 
law student who conducted in­
terviews for the Walker Study 
Team ok. the National Commis­
sion on Violence said Tuesday 
he placed an advertisement in a 
student newspaper seeking wit- 

' nesses to violence in Chicago 
- during the Democratic National 

, ' Convention.
There has been press criti- 

• 1 asm of the advertisement be- 
. ' /• cause it included a headline that

• asked, “Are the Chicago cops 
' really brutal racist pigs?"

. However, the interviewer who 
" placed the advertisement said 

' that the context made it clear
• that this was an unanswered 

question. He said that the head-
. line did not accuse the Chicago 

police.
“I paid for the ad,” said John 

Hoskins, 28, a third-year student 
at the Univeristy of California’s

•• Boalt Law School. “It was the 
fastest, most efficient way to 

. . contact witnesses,” he said in a
• telephone interview from Berke- 

J ley-
Hoskins said ‘that he was 

hired by Rob Gyemont, a San 
Francisco lawyer and aide to 

, : • William Orrick, head of the na- 
’•. * ti o n al commission’s several 

’ task forces.
In Chicago, Daniel Walker, 

head of the study team whose 
j report termed the violence “a 

_ ——poij[ce riot," said he found the 
headline shocking. However, he 

. said, he could not comment fur- 
j rther until'the matter had been 

__ ^.investigated. ___ _ ._________

. - /... -M
Hoskins said he was anMad 

in the writing of the -M L 
meat by Kathleen Courts, At 
permanent staff secretary of the 
National 'Commission on Vio­
lence, and William Keep, a Uni­
versity of California undergrad­
uate.

He said- he paid .$96 for the 
advertisement, which ran in the 

P.-* Daily Californian, the universi­
ty’s student newspaper, Oct 28 

. to 31. He said he has sought but 
not received reimbursement 
from the commission for the 
cost of the one-eighth page ad- 

•; - vertisement.
“It was a shocking headline,” 

Hoskins said. “But this was 
. what we needed to contact peo­

ple who were witnesses in Chi-
- cago. It was either use an ad or 

rely on personal contacts. We 
: ’ < think' the initiative given indi-

• vidual interviewers helped the
• - study team to de a vary thor­

ough job in a stat time.”
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Honorable Edwin L. Weisi, Jr, 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C.

. -l UNITED STATES ' 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Weisli

On November 20, we submitted to your Department the claim against 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference for the cost to the 
Government of clean-up of the Resurrection City site.

There is enclosed a copy of a December 5 letter from Frank D. Reeves, 
Esq., stating he has been authorised to discuss a possible settlement 
of the claim and he will be available to confer with Government 
representatives. Since this matter is now in your Department, we 
assume any such discussions will be at your initiative. We will give 
whatever assistance your Department say require in this matter, and 
representatives of the Interior Department will participate in any 
discussions in which you may wish to haw us present.

Solicitor

cci
Associate Director Hummel, NFS (w/enc.) 

(Regional Director, NCR, NPS (w/enc)

Udi , p.



<202) 797.1562

N K D. REEVES’
ATTORNEY AT LAW

/ BOX 1121, HOWARD UNIVERSITY
! LAW SCHOOL BUILDING - ROOM 154

WASHINGTON, D O. 20001

5 December 1968

Edward Weinberg, Esq. * 
Solicitor, Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Your Reference: 6-68-2211-2890

Dear Mr. Weinberg:

The undersigned has been authorized by 
Jack Greenberg, Esq., Director-Counsel of 
the NAACP Legal Deferise and Educational Fund, 
Inc., counsel for the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference, to undertake discussion of a 
possible negotiated settlement of the claims 
arising out of the dismantlement and restoration 
of the site of "Resurrection City."

Accordingly, I shall be available at our 
mutual convenience to confer with you and other 
interested government representatives.

Sincerely yours

FDR:swr Frank D. Reeves



Xfi* lharpa Hem 
5117 Walnut Street 
Kbumi City* Missouri 6M12

DmsL yea for year recent letter etmeerning the Government** claim 
•gainst the Couthern Ch^^e» taaAraiMy reference far restoration 
of West Potomac LtzrL following the termination of “Resurrection City" 
at that location.

As the National Park Service has been unsuccessful in getting the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference to take positive action with 
respect to the settlement of this 471,795 claim, the Solicitor, 
Department of the Interior, has referred the claim to the Depart­
ment of Justice for appropriate action*

Sincerely yours,

• ( ■ K. ■ Z.■

CO)
SOL - Mr. Meyer ) w/c of inc.
/Regional Director, NCR(2) )



Copies to

Congressmen
Human Kights

A/(= / eb
S --0V 4 07 kA 'kg

Tbs Lopartmcnt of Interior 
Washington,D.c.

Gentlemen:

5117 ’Walnut st.
K.C.12,Mo.
November 19,1968

It is my understanding from a radio nows story 

that you intend to try to collect, from the Poor People-, 

a vor^ large bill for messing up your grass.

Considering the logic of insanity,it must seem 

reasonable to you.But are you convinced it's practi­

cal ? How much will it cost you to try to collect ?

//-j Mrs.Thorpe Menn)
Sincerely, 
^4^



a8227-hcb(a) NDv-171963

Lon. Robert C. Byrd 
United States Senate 
Washington, O. C. 20515

Dear Senator Byrd:

On November 6 I informed you concerning the status of the 
government’s claim of $71 >795 egainst the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. No dbubt you have noticed recent items 
in the daily press indicating that the Department of the Interior 
had been unable to secure a settlement and was turning the matter 
over to the Attorney General for appropriate attention. In that 
connection I am attaching, for your information, a copy of Acting 
Solicitor Richmond F. Allan’s letter of November 20 to the Attorney 
General.

With all best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

SJGN2D
Nash Castro 
Regional Director

Enclosure

cc:
Mr. Melvin-DAL-NPS, w/c incoming

Mr. Bahlman-NCR
NCR Surname Copy
NCR File Copy

WSBahlman:jc 11/22/68



6-68-2211.2890
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 

WASHINGTON. D'.C. 20240

The Honorable
The Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:
NOV 2 0 1968

Tour assistance and the Institution of any necessary legal proceedings 
are requested to effect collection of the claim against the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference for the cost to the Government of 
clean-up of the Federal area occupied by the Conference under a permit 
In connection with the Poor People’s Campaign.

The permit was Issued to the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
on May 10, 1968, by Regional Director Nash Castro, National Capital 
Region, National Park Service, in response to a request therefor, for 
the use of a portion of West Potomac Park in the District of Columbia 
for its demonstration for the period beginning May 11, 1968, and ending 
at eight p.m. on June 16, 1968. The permit was extended by letter of 
June 14, 1968 until eight p.m. on June 23, 1963.

Tou will note that Mr. Castro’s letter of June 14, extending the permit 
period until eight p.m. on June 23, 1968, stated that the permittee 
would have a limited period of time after termination to remove the 
structures and facilities and restore the area. However, by June 23, 
SCLC through its leadership, had repeatedly publicly announced that its 
occupancy of the site for the purposes of its demonstration would not 
be terminated voluntarily at the expiration of the permit period but 
that its use of the site would be terminated only by forcible ejection 
dr arrest. After the Government took possession on June 24, a meeting 
among representatives of the Government and SCLC disclosed that SCLC 
had no plans for accomplishing the removal of the facilities installed 
by it beyond a vague expression of using volunteer help which would 
require several days for the clean-up operation.

The uncertain and unsettled conditions prevailing in the District of 
Columbia on June 24, resulting from the necessity for the Government



| to recmr poomoUn of the permit ores forcibly, tado It Inotrotlro 
m that roaml of the faoilltlH Installed by 2CLC bo accomplished 
I promptly. It wo dotorslsod, io vlw of all the elrcwotcoeoo then 
x prevail ins, Chat a delay, which SCLC sought in order to develop a plan 
8 for removal of facilities, would have been uareaso^obls. and not in 

h the public interest. Accordingly, since SCLC was neither capable nor 
| willing to undertake the restoration work promptly and diligently, 
| thio work was undertaken by the Government and elm was node upon 
s | 3CLC for relubvraoxent of the coat thereby Incurred by the Cmnemt. 
j< la addition, there was dawage to trees sad shrubs la areas outside the 
33 g area originally assigned to the permittee. Shea the permittee'a
- L structures vers placed la such areas, vs were sasnred by Mr. Le-oy elark, 
£ * on behalf of 5CIC, in hie nes’oraadw of June 12 to us and to the 
< 8 Lev. Bernard Lafayette, that SCLC would assume responsibility for any 

S - tJ such daaa$e. further, there was additional damage to National Park
£ Service property for which data is also node.

* 
ChH A& iteslsation of the claim la set forth la the letter of Aujjuet 6, 1968, 
3 2 8 to Mr. Frank Leaves fro* Assistant Regional Director Bahlran. Receipt 
£ 8 2 of this letter wss acknowledged on August 8. Although there was a 
e <h oI further exchange of correspondence between the Rational Park Service and 
w Mr. Leeves, the efforts of the National Park Service of thin Department 

to collect the amount delated have been dnsuccaecfd«

la accordance with paragraph 8 of the permit issued May 10. permittee 
had deposited -Z.VVO with the Covermeat. This axwunt and 55.509 

g realised froa the sale of permittee1 a lumber which was salvaged are 
3 being held by the National Park Service.
I
m Copies of all of the documents to which reference is wade herein are 

<g 8 enclosed > as are also copies of cur letter of Xs-venber 4,, 1968 to
• i* Hr. Leaves and his reply of: weaker 7. If there is any additional
8 § 8 inforeatiou or documentation your Department will need in connection
• • e with this Matter, wo will be pleased to furnish it.
• • S
mow Vary truly yours,
Sxi
I U fl h> X o
J5g ■* Richmond F. Allan .

Enclosures

- Acting Solicitor
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Edward Weinberg, Esquire 
Solicitor, United States : 

of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

| Liaison (1) 
| Special Proj. (RSP) 
| Park Police (RP)  
i public Affairs (RDI) 
; Finance (ABF) 

”| Prop. Mgmt- (AfG)
I Pe’oonrif?) (AP)

BOX 1121, HOY -

LAW SCHOOL. BL '
WASHINGTC M,aDr,a<P2OtROT 'O'

November 7, 19'>8

Jt ARK SERVICE

Dear Mr. Weinberg:

I have your letter dated 4 November 1968, with 
further reference to the claim of the Government in the 
sum of $71,795 against the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference for the alleged cost of dismantling "Resur­
rection City."

Your letter, as was my previous correspondence 
with the National Park Service, is being immediately for­
warded to my principals for consideration and action.

Sincerely yours.

Frank D. Reeves

FDR:dr


