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WASHINGTON

Sept. 27, 1965

TO JACK VALENTI

FROM: Bill Moyers
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September 26, 1965

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
A SSI ST A NT S ECRETARY

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BILL D. MOYERS 
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Immigration Bill Signing Ceremony

* 1 *a

State Department and Justice are currently putting 
together a package for the signing of the Immigration Bill 
by the President. ‘

I would like to pass along, however, on a prelimi­
nary basis, two ideas which you might want to think about.

■k
1) Symbolic Location - The Statue of Liberty, 

Liberty Island, New York

Not only does the Statue provide a symbolic 
welcome to visitors and new residents to the 
United States around the globe, but it is 
easily the most identifiable symbol of America’s 
open, free society. An outdoor ceremony with i
the statue as a backdrop would provide advan­
tageous worldwide picture coverage. The Museum 
of Immigration at the statue’s base might be 
considered as an alternate indoor site.

2) Symbolic Date - Columbus Day, October 12th

Senate passage of the immigration bill is imminent, 
after which it will be directed to a joint House- 
Senate conference committee for final action be­
fore it goes to the White House for signing. Our 
best estimate is that all this can reasonably be 
effected by the end of September. However, if

any of
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any of these steps are prolonged, signing might 
be considered for October 12th.

Our proposed guest list for the signing ceremony 
will follow in a subsequent memo.
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Fi :tlci >«■ Au,,'lisle Bartholdi ■' ' ■.
A : >,<( .i,muhling housing the A - 

can iUuseum <>! Immigration is be in,-, .
... the. base of he rial tie and

States hi search <>t hwrly nr-1 vnnor*  
tunny a.id to whom the Si .me < In. .1 tv
v. '.is a shining < Ca "V.I.’’ The statin ,s .1 

 Monument, administered b.v theNaiioa.il
■ . ... .. . .ibouiayc, French historian

am. ..i.n jvr 01 American political insti­
tutions, suggested that the French pre.a nt 
a monument to the United States, the 
latter to provide pedestal and site. In 
June, 1H71, Bartholdi, who had defended 
h.!. n.dive Colmar in Alsace when it was 
overrun during the Franco-Prussian War. 
came to the United States to investigate 
the project. .te visualized the idea of a 
colossal statue at the entrance of New 
York harbor, welcoming the peoples of 
the world with the torch of liberty. Bar­
tholdi was « _'ii 37 years old.

.’no French approved the and 
formed 1 he# Franco-American U on to 
raise lundsjawhich eventually r_a<- <1 
$1150.900. Bartholdi began work about * >77 
in Paris, lie made several models .. ,d 
one, 36 ft. tall, enabled him to compute 
the statue in sections. Wooden battens 
wei c made and . accts of copper 3-32 of 
an inch thick were hammered into s '.ape 
on them by baud. A framework of four 
steel supports was designed by Gustave 
Bia el, crcater of the Eid'cl tower. When 
completed the statue was 151 ft., 1 in. tall.
'“■.a hand of the statue holding r.lo.'t the 

torch was exhibited at the Cer.'cnnial 
exposition in Philadelphia in 1276 and 
laiin Madison Square.

On Washington’s birthday, Fep. 22. 1877. 
Congress approved the use of -. s’ue on 
-Iculoc’s island suggested by La? moicii. 
This island of 12 acres had been owned in 

nth century by a Walloon named 
I:: . Bedloo. who came to New A.pr.tcf- 
< am m 1639. He died in 1673 and i ... wife 
sola the island for .220. In later years 
wuL owned by the City of New York and 
the U. S. Government. It was called Tie.i- 
loe’s until Apr. 3, 1956, when President 
Eisenhower approved a resolution of Con­
gress changing the name to Liberty 
Island.

The head was shown at the Paris ex - 
position of 1873. When framework 
base were pvt in place in Paris the 
American tn.’ assacior, Levi P. Morton, 
ch eve tiie urst rivet on Oct. 24, 1881, in 
... or of the centennial of the battie of 

mown, in which French and Ameri­
ca. ... were allies.

The statue was finished Ma ■ 21, 188-1, 
a .forma.ly presented to U. S. Minister 
Morton July 4, 1884, by Ferdinand de Les- 
■seps then head of the Franco-American 
Union and promoter of the Panama Canal.

COKNICKSTONE OF PEDESTAL LAID
On Aug. 5, 1884, the Americans laid the 

cornerstone for the pedestal. This was to 
he built on the foundations of the star­
shaped Fort Wood, which had been 
erected by the Government in 1811. The 
fort originally mounted 24 heavy guns and 
had a garrison of from 50 to as many as 
600 troops.

■■ ? i
■ : • ' • j

' "•’■ ■ • i
I ' j

1885 lie nod ...i ,u $io6.i>60. The total co.-t 
of statue ... pedestal was c:'.m.atcd at 
$500,000.

The st. 'i.c &■'.dismantles., in 214 
packing :c», to steamship 7$ere, 
which eked Nc . York i*om  7.’oven, 
France, in June, 1325. The pcacstal was 
made of ccmcicic v. Uh ,..;m?e f.-.cmg and 
steel girders were built i.-.to i< 'o conrod 
with the framework of the statue. '1.• c 
first rivet of the statue was driven July 
12, 1887, anti the last on Oct. 28, 1886, 
when Pi<• orient Grover Cleveland Relo­
cated the statue in the presence of the 
sculptor.

The torch was originally maintained by 
the Lighthouse Service. Funds for per­
manently lighting the statue were raised 
by subscription by The World of New 
York m 1916 and President Wilson turned 
on the ii_,>.t. Dec. 2. 1916. The Island was 
used by ti.c United States Army until 1937, 
when the post was given up.

'The statue weighs <0,000 lbs. or 225 
tons. The copper sheeting weighs 200.000 
lbs. Then are 167 steps from the land 
level to die '.op of the pedestal, 163 steps 
inside the statue- to th. heat and 54 rungs 
on the ladder leading to tac arm that 
holds the torch. Vis.tors may ant the 
head, wr.ich holds nmc. 30 <•> 40 persons, 
but not the toren. The statue is open daily.

DIMENSIONS OF T. U’. sTaTUF. ' j !I-~ 
Height :.•<>>;; Im-c to’<or-a.................................... t!
J-’oiiivini |>i.i4i-stul 10 tore.I.................. ,,05 ! j
Beet lo to? of head...............................................m t i
Ixingtli of iiutid........................................................ i - • -
Index Unger..............................................  , i ,»
Circumference at second joint.......................t v • ,
Size of linger nail.............................13x10 81.' th >
Head from chin . i crnnbim........................... > i ; i ?
Ili-iut. iiickr.. .•■;•> tram car to car.................. jo i,
Distance across tlio eye.................................. 2 | !.
Ix'iigih of nose..................................  ' n j
Hight ano. Icnrth ........................................... ! - a
TUcht arm. 'tr< . it thickness....................I j?. 1 0
Tlitckn--. 0. wtii.l............................................... | 35 ! 0
Width o moutu . ......................................j z 0
Table!, h-n-'h. . ............................................. 2.< 7
Tablet, width. .................................................... | js 7
Tablet. tliks. .............   . ........... | 2 ! 0

EMMA LAZARUS’ FA .OUS POEM
A poem 'ey Emma -a. sms, which is 

graver, a.i a tablet withii th... per . cal on 
which the Goddess str-r.ds, 7. Bows:

The new coloss ls
Not Ukc She brazen giu.it of Greek Lai.,
With coatiucrhig limbs astride from laud te lain;: 
Here at our rca-wash.-d, suauc-t gates shall eland 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose ilr.me 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Zxllct;. From her beacon-hand
Glows wcrid-w ifie welcome: her mild eyes command 
The . 'r-brldged harbor that twin cities frame. 
“Keep . .ci ent lands, your storied pomp I” crieu she 
With si., ni lips. “Give me your tired, your poor. 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door I"

A replica of the Statue of Liberty, one- 
fifth tne size of the original, stands or. 
the home office of the Liberty National 
Life Insurance Co , Birmli*.ghr.m,  Ala. 
It was cast by the French iour.ury '.hat. 
produced a replica t/.at .- tanas on a bridge 
over the Seine in Parts.

1 - ............................... ,, ..........

Naiioa.il


THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

September 23, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A dramatic setting for the signing of the President's Immigration 
Bill would be the Statue of Liberty Island. The last President to 
visit this National Shrine was Franklin D. Roosevelt, who delivered 
an address in which he spoke of the New World as "mankind's 
second chance."

Ellis Island lacks adequate landing facilities and is in disrepair. 
The Presidential party might take an excursion boat and "wave" 
at Ellis Island on the way to or from Liberty Island.

In the base of the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty, the American 
Museum of Immigration is under construction. The large open 
terraces above the museum offer a superb view of the New York 
Harbor. There is also a suitable indoor setting if the weather is 
inclement. \

As to timing, the signing ceremony might logically be worked into 
the President’s trip to New York City October 4th.

■ ............- ■II..L..T IT IUII||IJ..W, .Hl) HIU lll.l......................  .------------------ ,-^.^..,0,,.,,., .. ......................................................... I , ...............................



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Friday, October 1, 1965

MR. PRESIDENT:

Congressional Invitees to Immigration Signing

Over a hundred members of the Congress have been invited 
and almost 30 have called O’Brien or his people asking for a 
ride to New York.

Larry and Jake estimate that seventy or more will accept the 
invitation to be present at the signing.

Since you do not have room on your aircraft to take even the 
30 who have asked for a ride -- much less the total of 70 who 
will probably attend -- Jake and Larry wonder if you would like 
send another aircraft earlier to JFK and invite these Congress­
men to ride up on it. We would have to provide transportation (buses) 
from JFK to the Ferry and then back from the Ferry to JFK. The 
plane would return to Washington as soon as the Congressman could 
be reassembled following the signing ceremony.

Do you want to set up this extra plane?

Yes No

Jack Valenti



DIRECTOR
OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

31 August 1965

Aejiurtrneut of Justice
^UsslnnaLon 20530

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE BILL D. MOYERS 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House

jgFrom: Jack Rosenthal
Director of Public Information

Subject: Immigration Bill Signing Ceremony

1. Presidential Statement

Here is the draft of Presidential remarks for the 
signing of the Immigration Reform bill, which you requested 
for today. This is drafted without reference to any' 
particular site. When a site is settled on, we would- be 
happy to be of whatever further assistance you like.

I would estimate that the bill could not be enacted 
in less than 14 days.

2. Signing Ceremony Site

I would suggest and recommend that the signing be 
conducted on Liberty (Bedloes) Island, with the Statue of 
Liberty as a backdrop.

We have given thought to some other possibilities:

-- Jamestown or Plymouth would give too much of a DAR- 
type cast, quite t'he-'wrong emphasis.

-- A place associated with the Golden Gate, might, by 
looking to the Orient, have a favorable diplomatic aspect. 
But the only feature is a bridge -- not particularly appealing



DRAFT REMARKS FOR THE PRESIDENT ON SIGNING

OF THE IMMIGRATION REFORM ACT

This is a noble and a proud moment for America.

I have -- in the course of the last several weeks 

had the opportunity to sign into law many major bills sent to me 

by the 89th Congress, a Congress which has already written an 

unparalleled record of achievement.

None will be more important in welding this nation 

to its historic ideals of equality and justice than the measure 

now before us.

Our action today is significant for reasons both 

symbolic and practical. We are moving to strike away the 

racial and ethnic boundaries that splinter the spirit of our 

society. For the ghettos that still separate us cannot be 

dissolved un/til we rid ourselves of laws that create ghettos 

in our minds.

We are about to supplant such a law, a law that for 

forty-one years has violated thxe principles on which America 

was founded. The national origins quota system, which has been 

the basis of the immigration laws we are now changing, has demeaned 

our nation.

It is a system that found little support in either logic
I ■ ' 

or reason. Not only was it faulty in principle, it failed to 

work in practice. In allocating quotas according to the 

supposed national origins of the American population of 1920, 

it favored immigrants from the countries of Northern Europe 

and discriminated against those from everywhere else.

*
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for a signing -- and the President has been to San Francisco 
recently. * >

-- Ellis Island, which is now part of the Statue of 
Liberty National Monument (per Presidential proclamation of 
May 11, 1965), would be ironically just. But £t might evoke 
too much past official harshness. Further, the'Qbuildings there 
are dilapidated and the backdrop would thus be photographically 
nondescript.

The Statue of Liberty might be thought of as too obvious 
but my feeling is that it ' is so obvious that it is i^gh-t. And 
the photograph of the President of the United States signing 
the bill against the backdrop of the Statue -- aerial as well 
as closeup -- is the kind that might well be printed on front 
pages all over the world -- and in history books.

Since the Statue was a gift of a foreign country, it would 
be a fitting symbol of what foreign lands have given us in the 
way of immigrants -- and thus more appropriate for a ceremony 
to which ambassadors might well be invited; this is especially 
true of France, whose people gave the Statue, and would offer 
an opportunity for warm remarks to and from the French government 
and to the outgoing ambassador.

I attach background material on the Statue, on Liberty 
Island, and on Ellis Island. More detailed information would 
be available from the National Park Service.

■ ' !
'I I ' '| J

Attachments
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k
The quota for Ireland, for example, was larger than 

that for all of Asia. The quota for Switzerland was larger I

than for all the nations of Africa. Because of discrepancies 

such as this, quotas assigned Northern European countries often

remained unfilled, while other countries had long waiting lists.

The implications of the national origins quota system 

remained undisguised -- it openly suggested that one kind of 

ancestry is better than another, that a person from England 

is nine times more acceptable than one from Poland or twelve 

times more acceptable than one for Italy. ‘

It implied further, that America could not assimilate 

ability and talent and strength from all the nations of the world.

These are implications which were rejected by five 

American presidents -- from President Woodrow Wilson who . 

vetoed the tp .Tphn Kennedy. They are implications

which America finally puts to rest today.

In so doing we assert anew our confidence in the 

strength of our traditions of equality -- traditions that are 

inseparable from the very origins of our country. Indeed, not 

only did the Declaration of Independence affirm that "all men 

are created equal", some of the very grievances that caused 

it to be written were the restrictions imposed on immigration 

to the colonies by the British crown.

From the very beginning America was thrown open 

to all equally. Thomas Jefferson spoke for his countrymen 

when he asked "Shall we refuse to the unhappy fugitives from 

"7 JLajL&a. O—$ ex-—A I **
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distress that hospitality which the savages of the wilde’rness 

extended to our fathers arriving in this land? Shall oppressed 

humanity find no asylum on this globe?"

Oppressed humanity did find asylum, in the vast virgin 

fields, hills and towns of the New World. The story of our 

continent is the story of immigration and the history of 

our people is the history of immigrants. They came to escape a 

variety of tyrannies and discontents. Some came as slaves 

or indentured servants, others as free men. They were 

driven, also, by a boundless horizon of hopes, and their 

hopes and their labor built America.

The struggles of their departure and of their resettle­

ment were often awesome. They left ancestral communities 

for unknown surroundings, they left friends and sometimes fami­

lies for a long and hazardous voyage to an alien land. Many 

never arrived. Until this century the vessels immigrants 

sailed in were small and dangerous. They were crowded and dirty, 

and fire, mutinies, disease and shipwrecks were commonplace.

To undertake such a journey meant an enormous emotional 

commitment. It was an undertaking that changed decisively the 

life of every man and woman who made it. Out of that change 

and out of that experience was born the experience of a new 

nation. And out of the confrontation with the frontier, the

. ' ’”*• 1     r’" ■1J ■ —— -----------———'—   ——   '"WWW » ''■n.n.w; ii.ijmiijmBn.ijni
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taming of the wilderness, out of the lumber camps and the 

shipyards, the laying down of railroads and highways, out of 

the construction of our cities, the American experience was 

cast into its final configuration.

The settlers of our land came from many countries, so 

that America was formed both by the unity of their uprooting 

and the diversity of their cultures. .

The diversity and unity are still reflected in our 

society today. We are now an amalgam, a people different from 

any other. At the same time, we are proud of the diversity 

within our country that reflects the many nations from 

which we came.

Men and women of every ethnic background have added 
! I

to the culture and achievements of our land. Their contri­

bution is not only a thing of the past -- it is before us 

every day. Many of them, and their parents and their 

grandparents, might not have been able to emigrate here had 

the national origins quota system been in effect at the 

time of their migration.

I ask you to think of the brilliant contribution of 

scientists and engineers like Einstein, Ipatieff, and
"to

Marconi; of figures in the world of entertainment like 

Goldwyn, Muni and Modieska; of businessmen like Giannini, 

Skouras and Fleischman; of sportsmen like Nagurski, Gehrig,



—*•

and Ketchel; of leaders in government like LaGuardia, Brandeis, 

and Lehman; of medical researchers like Noguchi and Papanicolaou; 

of musicians like Sousa, Toscanini, and Koussevitzky; of an 

architect like Yasuo Matsui, of a writer like Lafcadio Hearn, 

of a publisher like Joseph Pulitzer.

The legislation we are now enacting is simple and 

fair. It retains a limit on total immigration not substantially 

higher than present limits. But rather than imposing arbitrary 

limits based on national origin it chooses among potential 

immigrants by clearly and universally understood standards of 

merit.

We are now asking those who would come here^'What can 

you do and what can you contribute?” -- not "Where were you 

born?” The new Act preserves health and security safeguards 
e 

but gives immigrants a preference by their skill, attainments 

and training, or by family relationships, and not by ancestry 

or residence.

This new Act also continues our traditional policy of 

aiding persons made homeless by catastrophe or oppression. 

Several unnecessarily rigid provisions of the present law are 

eliminated, such as those which flatly bar epileptics and 

mentally retarded children.
J

This Act will, first of all, strengthen the United 

States domestically. We advance as we allow entrance to men

i
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and women who have special skills we badly need -- surgeons 

and craftsmen, engineers and teachers. Their talents will 

help to fill shortages in vital professional fields.

Secondly, this Act will strengthen the United States in 

its foreign relations. Secretary of State Rusk has told me 

often how the discriminatory features of our immigration laws 

damaged our conduct of foreign policy.

Until now it has been difficult to persuade the proud 

people of the emerging countries of Asia and Africa that we 

are as concerned about their welfare as about the welfare 

of our friends in Europe. They could say that despite all our 

professions, our laws demonstrated a clear racial bias against 

them. With the signing of this Act the sincerity of our belief 

in the equality of men is no longer open to question. Our 

enemies can no longer charge us with hypocrisy in aiding the 

struggle for freedom of men of any nationality.

What we do today also strengthens the morality of our 

position toward ourselves. We did not ask the men who 

are fighting in Viet Nam what their national origins were 

before sending them. We did not ask them whether their names 

were English or Irish or Italian or Japanese before allowing 

them to go into action. We did not ask them in what year 

their ancestors came to America.
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This Act merges our deeds with our faith. By 

signing it we acknowledge that people of every national 

background and racial origin have built America. And we 

make clear our belief that people of every national background 

and racial origin will continue to contribute to America.

; '• - ! I

L

i-
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United Liag-LvM or Ireland in irms Loor to A1A vm&, Xt ha 

MOW one tram Swdea, Belgium or Germany, the waiting period 

WOO Ml/ « little lMger**trM  ei^ht to twelve weeks.
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Tua Mt lav GMrodiEK those ideals. FalrMaa is Gw keynote. 

9iscrlatlMtlM la ended.
*■' ■' '* ’£1.

* S *
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1IMIW MKXMUB IM UMKBAtlOl ACT
SMI rr M TWVAL. S«WLL J, IMS

Uni tMfgratieci r*ior»  bill the h«ii4»nt signed late 

law « th*  ba**  of ta*  bear**  M WWWD> la an historic 

-1***  of legislation welding thia Milo*  t*  Ha hl*tar  1*  

ideal*  sE equality and justice.

The aetlE at the csVWUOO*  and the hMUttl is b^ZUinA 

thl*  «*** are lata lore*  is aiGMifisont Lar reassoO bath sym- 

vslic EL prastical. ere nsving La etrHe sway haxMLut 

racial Z-Md erhnlc soMMeriVA Is oar society. The aev. lat 

la a step toward chat goal, far It replace* a law that for 

tw OWWOW has violated the principla*  an «bbh America 

NM founded end gm K trsaG.

-M*  forty-year sick national origin*  « ya ten w hm 

replaced hah little support either In logic or la principle, 

and it dasseaned m nation. In allocating ^ostas aecorhiag 

ts th*  supposed national origins of the Anerlcaa population 

of i-Lh, it favored from the countries of Mor the ra

taropo aad diac r imine ted against those fro*  everywhere ala*.

The HU*ta  far Ireland, lor example, Larger uaaa

IMt Lor all of A*La.  The <i»ota for SwiLterlana was larger



chan far all the Mtlati of Africa*  Becneae of dlecrcpancle# 

&ach as thia, ^oata^ a&si^md Morthere LnropearH coEAtes 

oftaa remiaed mfUM, while other GWUMMW hack ls»A 

VMlLlN^ 11KLN.

Ida lM>lloaLl««L ol Ltm naclEMl orioles <tztz-sca »yn«a 

remine a wndls^alaed-^it opoely aa^Osesck that one klM of 

eamatrjr b INMM than MWMW^ that a DWWM tree «MUlMck 

la niiM timsA we asoopeaUle than EG iroot Volaack ar twelve 

clam more acceptable tdae see free Italy.

This La a« iepllcatlM which wee rejected by low 

amrlean president*  before L-yedoa K. Jchnaoa—iroe Freaidenc 

VoockrsA M*MI  who voaoeck the tlrat bill co John fraojj 

It la DM iMUllGGtlsW which Amrita has JleaUy PWt to WWW 

t& so ckolMH we have as s arced <m» our ceniickeWco in the 

Z LrenAth si sur trackiLiEO of O^tmlity-traditloas that are 

iMOepaeable Im the very orlAiea of our reentry, lodeea, 

WA only ckick the heelaratioB of laaepaedeece al fire MW 

all Mso are created e^eai, «oae at tne very ^rlevancoa 

that eeeeeck it to be written were the WWWMDMMW tepoaa< 

co LMUlAratiQS to the coianlea by the BricUh Ctwii.

2



Fro» the very beginning Africa va» chroma open to all 

areally. Thana*  Jef itnai apofca *or  bls c^untrywao uw» ba 

DOM Shall w refuse to tte sstePPy fugitives Lrsm dletreaa 

that hospitality wbich the savages st the wilderaeo esteaded 

ts ear tatters trrhla^ is tbla lamH Shall oppressed 

bWsasity iiad so asylum <M thia ^lote M

Oppressed busses ity uick Hud asylum is tte Mew War lb. 

The settlers of our late vane £xm NLsy ouatrie#, so that 

ZMGrisa was LormsW both oy the mlty ot their uprostis^ ass 

the diversity of chair cultures<

The diversity and esity era still reflevtea is our 

society today, We are &w as anai&aa, a people different 

fr«a My other. At ths earn tim» w Wes prste of ths di­

versity within our Qsustry chat reflects the may SOLiosa 

from which we com.

Heo W«o wsMKtt of every ethnic Laok.hr«^usck have added to 

the culture asd achtewMMta of our land. Their MWtrlbn- 

tlss is not only a thiStz. of the paat- it ie be LOTS US every 

day. ^asy of them, asd their paresLa asd their arKSckMre»t»» 

siKht sot bees bass able to Migrate here ted tte aatlMal 

aristas ^uota »y»M >eeo is effect at the tlM of taeir 

mlGReties.

3



Mm feglslattoi we have reacted is staple sad fair. 

Bl WWODW O Halt aa total tMti&ratiaa not stostaatlally 

WW» ttoa Reseat WMW. Lar rattor Ltoa sthltrary

Halts tosed m» oa dowel origin, k chooses twa^ gmceotlal 

tad<raft£s « the toe is of ttolr relaUoashtp to par tin al- 

raa<y 1 tv lag la tto Netted fttatet sad ea tto baste of the 

axilla they caa brltj tore. We ar*  asm aaalaa ttoso Wo Moold 

aaaa tore *Wat  eaa you to aad tost saa yea ceatrlbu^v 1 -wot

Ware were yoo vsra ‘ Ito aew Act preserves health aad 

security Mfe^aarto tot Kivas Ito^raats a pretormee by 

ttoir skill t aitalaaeeca ato traioia^, er by fatly re lattes 

skips K as4 sy smcGK try er res Itoaae •

ThU H«L will, first W all, streagttoa the Oattea

States toaestlcally. We ototnce as ae alto eMraaee te 

ata ato wn to have special skills we seed badly. Itolr 

tatoua mill to Ip u fill »torca$ea la vital prafeasleaal 

fields.

toeeadly*  thia Act will streaKttoa the totted States is 

Its fsrelAS relatto. Secretary el State task has Misted 

eat tow tto dlscrlamtery leatwee ef ear tWeiKrsLisa laws 

toALgec Er ccatoct si IsreiM policy.

» -t «



With the tlftiag of Chis Act the sincerity at aur belief 

lx*  the equality of mn is no longer ojxa to question.

What w have deme also strengthens the Morality of Mr 

position toward Erse Ives. U ao not ask the woo are 

fighting la Viet Gam that their national ori^Lns are before 

reading them there. We do not ask then whether their namss 

ere English or Irish er Italian or Japanese be two sending 

then into action. We do net ask them in what year their 

ancestors cane to America.

This iMfaretiM Act Merges ear Mt with mt faith, 

•y adopting it wo hew ackaowledged that people of awry 

national background ano racial origin have Milt America. 

And DO haw Bade clear WW belief that people of every 

national background and racial origin will continue to 

contribute to Awrlea.



BBIMUCS CMCKSKU(G THE L4.iKW. riOM ACT 
L lCHLV ST NMLMM J»0X 0CT0EL 3, 

< -.L
]

bito the ^utut or liberty toUiag high tor torch nearby, 

President on October 3» lih*5,  slgto the aw toadgra*

tto Aet> «WO of toe mast Important sets of thia Cangreo and 

tto Attaint*  tr«t too.

Atom UGOWV»W«cks.lAK this lOAiAiariE earlier in tto jeer, 

the President MUDck cto Ctogreee to retans tto United b tataa 

to as imigratloa policy which serves cto national internet 

and SDNtisWMO wr traditional ideals, to stated, "to am 

coaid msre aLEeotively reaffirm oar tolmatil toilet that 

a eme is to to InchM -and j edged eaelaalvely- »M» hie worth 

as a Vassas tolMU*  * 1» responding favorably ts the ht»itot*i  

retweet ^toMDWG has mac ted a law which atollatoe the die 

criminatory national origins aystto of allocating iitjiinT 

vitas os the mil of an Individual' a place W birth and 

tototitWLOO a feasible, fair, hsasna sack mtoiaerininatory 

WFMtrn available ss a first SE» LLrst Kerved das is.

•tor the naw a ya tea annini «eck aigaif icame La given 

to preference# in tto tsninnto sL tsmlgr&nt visas to persons



having clow fa®ily relationships LG Lock lawfully

resident aliens.. Uboer tew system as it existed prior to 

the enactment of the Adadnistwat ion * s legislation the prefer*  

ences accorded to close family weepers ex citiseas or Iwfsl*  

ly resident aliens were largely ineffective deeauKS each 

prefereaces operated only within each separate qmoca area 

and thus, moot little if anything to IromlgcLScs iron iw 

quota countries. Under the new law all 00E cries are ai forded, 

their iatr share of the quota. The needless asm prolonged 

separation of family is thus avoided, particularly

with respect to relatives wtee de sot qualify for eaMptlan 

iron nmnorlral Waste limitations..

it wee pees idle under the old ays tom for an American 

citizen co bring to this country without appreciable delay 

e total &creamer, from a high quota country*  for employment 

DM a domestic, while at the same tine the operations of the 

*y&ten coaid require years of welling before he could &rin& 

in an aging parent who «as a native at a low quota country. 

Under the new law parents of cidwos will nut be subject 

ts any numerical quota limit a cion.



The sew laaaigratxoa alia will serve U prevent the 

separation ef xaailie*  eeeastoned by the absolute ^oiiUiiion 

in the Dick IZM with reapecc to the AMaaioa sL silent who 

are weutally retarded ar wba had a past history o£ WM»tal 

illnesL. the old law Lick act Lake, into account the nodical 

advance*  which have been mae la the treatmat &£ mate I 

illsMMKOL. ZA O result there tare «M»y casOK where close 

relatives of ar lawfully resident aliens were pre-

vested fron joining their families la thia country ev«a though 

they hah Veen cured ef their ilineottes or or Luoh iiloesseK 

were nedloally controllable. Ths new law changed this heart*  

less, cruel policy.

-Me espnelally WerthMile reL0U» Re the WWW laW La the 

repeal of the Os-salled A«U«?Miti« Triangle provia loo. 

IhiA provision defined a geographical area in the ?ar Leet 

which included practically the entire continent of Asia, and 

any iainlgrant with aa meh as one-half of his ancestry from 

chia are a was treated di £ Serenely. All other immigrant*  were, 

charged to the quotas of the countries where they were m, 

but a nan boro in aaglana who lived in Indiana sll his life

3



md never had left salina would be counted SL Asiatic if 

two si his four grandparents had come from Asia. The great 

mjority sF Aslan countries had the mintmum annual quota of 

E» hundred, because they had relatively Lev iahaVZ.tests 1b 

the Wilted States la ISM who traced their oriole to that 

part of the world*  These tehee ^eotas hack long waiting

and as a remit the Wtgllshnea would be kept ent for 

easy -years because of his grandparents, while oLher lagllah-*  

Mss entered freely.

The harckshlpO which ensued are Illustrated by the felloe*  
a

i&i example: a family consisted of a white father bore la 

Argentina, his wife who was half Japanese, and their infant 

child, all bora in cksHMstina. Although the father and the 

child wore entitled to enter as natives of on independent 

Western hemisphere country, the wife had to be charged to rhe 

oversubscribed ^oau for Japan. This would normally prevent 

the family from anlgrating, but Is sane cases it caused & 

separation of the family. This type of Mmfabetini is 

nw ended, and the whole family vill be treated as. ArHantlniAss.

’The elimination of the discriminatory treatment of toe 

Asia-Pacific Triable is but one of the more dramatic

* 4 *



of the abv Aet. Lt will »em fa «EF ways
>*?«*•  «• » _' y ■ 

co fill orgeat needs io term st staple bmenixyt la term 

M WM sslf-latsrmt M h«e» and ta term of ear eel I 

interest abroad.

For two decades we nave operated oar talgritta laws 

under the WULPDck standards of The net Laval erigta ^»ta 

GMtaW. The ctae had long *ta&e  passed for their replace*  

met. The m standard*  which rhe doo^rev-s and the President 

have lashtased Lsr the nation are fair and carry out our 

ideal# of fairmss and taocncy*  They will serve as well.



MELL C0KKM1K DLL ACT
L1SNLV LT DM mtWIlT, LWMLT, OCTOSM I. 
1SS5

ter Iler this year, President Jotesoa seat a special 

usssags to Congress atgiag it to pass the Adhiaia&m&lsi ’ s 

iM^SnUon refer® bill. M October 3rd, the Presideas 

DOM greet pleaser*  Ln si^ala^ the bill lata law st the 

loot at the States oL WhWWff la Nev fork harbor.

As the President states, the new law repair*  a deep 

ate palatal flaw la the Labrie at fitriran justice. lx 

has brought u aa sad alter M years a polity of XMigratioa 

based U» the OWWWWW al Birth of those teelrteb to eeaa to 

the Wei tack States. This syscea of Gretas teste « MCisaai 

arlglas al lowed a emo three cwa tries to aeeooat for 701 

of the total pastas. Ate, Iroalcally*  these sMetries fell 

short of their tzeotae by abate IO^OW a year*-**  master that 

coold eat be seed by the people of otter eoEtrias with loog 

wait lag lists. The ays tea was oadeaocratlc la soaeepL, La 

dieatiSA that we considerea people fras certain ostites lees 

desirable chaa otters, ate it was of tea anol la operation, 

Keeping Late.lies from wait lag teoause a parent or mm &r 

daughter ted tel Cora is the wron^ eotetry.



The nev lew osee a 4 we e«a all sack we

that x«tl«LLs the true spirit st toertoa*  It say# that 

these BAG apply tor 111jpratiim to the Waited States will 

to altomto to wear M«aM «f their skills or chair re- 

tottowhl? to parser whs era already sirtoees or resito»ts 

oi the Mivack SKOsaa. toto«sLsv Lrmv the KOLal st to-WO 

GMlLFtock Lar aMLsatoW ALII W MW tirst cwf first sarvau 

basis <

No 1-AWar will ML o&, Vtore ware yea tovat Today, 

tte GDOOL1SM to WWW COM PW DWWMWW W 'HbiCMI MQ you 

have to tots 1«UM

toe old toys al large*s«ato  to»i*r<ttoia  to this tot las 

are toWK paaL, and m sea aeriwaly OOIWWOto that they be 

browgbr teto*  The aw tor to WW tori into to to as ato 

will eatorge the toMlgratlW tote thto esustry only by the 

awmt ef toe mas©4 chaotas- -toac is. by aooet M.MH a year. 

DW L hDWW aato, toe emia ywyeae at the law to atoply to 

eatabltoh a ay & toe far ch^ctog s«Eg those who want to 

cane here that to fair and to the tost totox-esta ok the 

WI GWh

Thto tog to tot ton to the eack protest eK K«VWKy yeMM ot' 

ettorc. OresldOMt Tromss psieted oat that the »ak tonal 

» L -



orlMlSL qoota GPALDM wu to the /series*  tradlt Las

«ss haraitil to oar foreign policy*  h«»itat 1 iaeahewer 

sZLSck Lsr a c ban&« la the system is 195a t calling at teal 1cm 

co Lta MierhiMUry aaturt. kresidest Lessody, is pro- 

pssiSG the a ill that me the r^rtmwsr at the ssm »oo«lt€M 

?r«sldMt Jotasoa*  called Uho system arbitrary. The 

aetlE of vhe Centrea® Lhia year ba» thus met the call of 

Loor ftesidoafes and has &tw^uc as baeh to an admits Ims 

system u«^ *«  cm OckoLsietor with a clear eeeec4omee.

There are always theea ata are airaid that asy ch«We la 

tatgretiai lav will lead co a lose of jobs for ear workers 

or aa UcretH Is m wifare rolls. They need have so tear 

<m this score. The bill streegchsas the prwi»ioas of the 

law Eder which the .Secretary of labor has the act Parity to 

keep oat lAmiArasts who would take work frtm ear citizens 

or depress w-ODas or worKLsA condition*  here. Aad every ta*  

wlhrest aauer the bill. Just as ander prior law, of 

coarse shs«- tss-t he will sot beciS«O a pah lie coarse before 

ho urn obtain a visa to eater the Jolted States.
Toe sow law -sakes so oha«GEK is the saLessards of oar 

presest laws which prohibit The admission M MbVWBlMB*

j* j ■*



persms vlth crioriMl records, mrcttliB*  Mdicts &a4 sLimr 

md**  trebles, The strict standards that MO have Kea 

G»L«e«L»U in the paat DMA comIm* ms be far*.

All la All, Lks m DM of -m^resa rM h<tU«ii; 

signed late Iw is mm the vbola aatlm «m be proud at. 

1c Mill OUck uajurt «M »WWTi«O« eml MeeriatMCbs. it 

will inswre chat persoas %ica the best rNAUEK for cosslSH 

LG m MGUOA Mill meive ilrst e<midemtim. AM 1-L 

will produe*  »s disruptim& ar blslocsticms la w natixm.
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LLMMS COIKSRMWC IMS XMMW&mOM ACT 
ilfilKB ST HAW 0cT0E L, 1S»L

J» Oscsixe LrS FrtiUnt Johnson, st-anuin,, mtor*  th» 

Lr.AL.WS st Liberty in flew T«k Berber• signed Imo low a WOOL 

import AM Act of Congress to Improve our iMigratlott law, 

this UglsbtUti which he recommended to Coagrees ia a 

special MGSBOAL earlier this year, has itelM the national 

origins GWOta KytzLSM of iaadgratiM*  A# tbs FresldOM so 

served in his special «MKLNKM, thia system re flee tad neither 

good government rror good sense."

For a good many Mars, i'H'Mwaa^ upon thousands of people 

in excess of the angers ws can reasonably admit have mslred 

to toWO to this country. As a result, the basic problem tor 

oar national iamlgratton policy is to maintain a lair system 

st selection the applicants for admission.

For ewer forty years wo hare Mde nr choice by mb of 

the national origins aystern, under which quotas were assigned 

to each country so the oasis st the national origin**  of the 

population of the United Lrates in 1920 •



the new law abolished that syscen the Ujmdcei 

It has prodeced. Kw wo have inroad a«*ay  frost ?m irrational 

WWWDOUW with the plaee of Wirth at an inmigrant” -ar of hl*  

ancestors-*aad  have remitted wraalves to a mao ism fol can-*  

cere with tdB acmtribatioo he cast mke or rhe need Lor re*  

Wilting him with ala family.

There were ata/ objeedaw to the system w have dis- 

carded. Fir^ all, it ckick not even do what it proceed. 

It OAWWMck that each country would use Its ^nota in fell.

Sot the conetriM with rhe largest quotas-•-^n^land and Ireland

W.WH abort of their total each year*  Sinee 

the law 41a not allow trams Lors of onus-ed ^aota oi&sbero between 

Mt tons» these M^MI n where were denied to eowntries with 

waiting llsiL. In short*  the mnroers were last*  The new law, 

by doin^ away With Gw»tas and estaolisnlng a first cow, first 

served arraMGMewnt, prevents this wGOtMDO.

X rslAht add that the aw lew does not significantly 

increase the total inmigration per year. It allow*  for an 

increase about ostial to these 50. iW ummrero under the 

enota s ya ten.

* 1 *•



A sac sod ctejectioa co our prior policy WM Chet it 

tailed to serve the national interest. Ms matter tew skiilea 

ar badly needed a dm eight 'GO. it n*  me teem la the ArsWG 

OMMCry. he had to wait- perhaps veysnd his like <x^c^cy- 

whlle ether*  lee*  <oalii’led tteea tee owld eater the teitod 

States at *111*  That * it oat ion teas bee*  corrected, aa a aae 

with ^wlii'ica€ioa« or 8Lilis we seed will be considered 

equally vitte others La his position.

A third aspect si the policy ve have changed is perhaps 

tbs wet compelling. That aspect wee its itSGWMt eraelty*  

0» sL the twdamental objectives of oar society is unity ana 

integrity of the family. Unfortunately, the old system often 

kept parent free child and brother jhren brother for year* — 

sad LOMOtines for decades. It separated families arbitrarily 

and wichonc rat ional pWUpnee.

Ns*  we have Insurer that parent need not be kept apart 

from son or dau& ter and have given adequate recognition to 

Lenity relationship# generally, lest of all, we have ended 

the possibility that Lsnilies may remain broken s imply because 

of differing places of birth.

A fourth point to neks is that w have removed from our 

acetate bootee an affront to Most oL the natives of the world.

- I -



®0 lOWWOU Mi WW M MfOWOiVO ibeiit M bcMm that bUtMly 

proclaiM*  as a «aii«r of miIomI volley that m yMflM 

«O Mt HO wrchy of MMiMraclM for Mrkai ririHMshiK 

aa others. La all mt PratIdeats MgiMieg with *rrtlifrmt  

TrMM MM Mietack m, The aatUoal oriGlMA lam WOO M 

vMitaat irricoM co MlMbla teUtlaa mmNmk tM globe.

51»all7, Lde MtioMl origlM ays cm caiiraMctH ear 

EWOWWWM MtioMl ideals M baste valoos. It Moled 

MOMfMMM co the IMlvlMal M treated bia as mb of « 

ease. It judged a mo Mt mb the baste of hie wrcb DM 

ability to if Mt riba to co mt society, bat m his plaee | 

birch-*er t wm yet, io «m mom, m th*  place of birth 

of his oMestors.

Wo Moo MW MW M-raOlWA of Lhasa distortioM Of wr WW 

prio^LpLOG Md have retMMd co aor early Meet Leo oL viwlM 
all for aMlaalM to oar UM WithmL regard to thsir 

orlgiM, or the origiM of cMir ioreboart. tM Let of 

Catgress that tM fresiMot oigaM before Me OraM 010 LMy 

m Uhercy Isleack Mea the Mt too prsos.



The Vice PresidonFrom i

Ro: Signing of Immigration Lili

co Joko Jacobson
Marvin Watson

September 17, 1965

people to be present at this 
moan 
late

Once the Immigration Dill is passed and ready to 
be signed into law, I suggest that the President 
invite Mrs. Herbert^Lehman as one of the major 

signing. This would 
so much to her because of the great work her 
husband did in this area.

Memorandum for Lorry O*

'——----------------------------- -—............ ...



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MR. VALENTI

Lee White says he doesn't see any 
problem of "politics" now that the 
primary is over since there is 
a sufficient symbolic reason for 
going to Ellis £ Island.

He says we ought to check out the 
sight though. The area may be in 
a sad state of repair.

Fri
Sept 17 
7:12 pm Perry Barber



■*. EE tJ»I t'

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

* '

» August 23, 1965

Qi

MEMORANDUM FOR LEE WHITE - HARRY MCPHERSON

i

Will you let me have your judgement on this?

'■'» ■ 11.....  iwii.ihui ujjh liiii .



August 23, 1965

TO JACK VALENTI

The White House

WASHINGTON

FROM: Bill Moyers

I



August 20, 1965

MEMORANDUM

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

TO: Bill D. Moyers, Special Assistant
to the President

FROM: Thomas R. Hughes, Executive Assistant 
to the Secretary>X

As I was listening to the President talk about the 
Immigration Bill, the thought occurred to me that you 
should give consideration in signing this on Ellis 
Island in view of the Statue of Liberty.

I know Ellis Island is no longer used, but the name 
has obvious special significance.



/

A

Mr. Valenti:

for the airport as he was leaving
lor Cleveland. 5

Sammie

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

September 18, 1965 
3:15 p. m.

He can be reached in Cleveland, Ohio, 
^at 771-344 or his home - CE1-2359.

Mr. Anthony Calabrese, Member of the Ohio 
the n /X ASSt‘ tO the Resident of 
the Order Sons of Italy of Amer. , «omld like 
fo be present at the signing of the Immigration

....... .... ............................ ..................... ..  .........................-...... . ...............................■ - -.... ..........



  
THE WHITE HOUSE

1

MR. PRESIDENT

As you know, we have talked with you before about the possibility 
of you signing the Immigration Bill at*Ellis  Island in New York.

What effect would this have on your desires to 
stay free of the New York municipal election?

York to check out the 
a signing ceremony

Monday, September 20, 1965 
5:00 p. m.

I suspect that if we signed the Bill at Ellis Island, we would be hard 
put to avoid candidates -- both^Beame and ^Lindsay -- being present. 
Possibly the nonpartisan trappings of a bill signing would keep you 
from having to take sides at that time. But I thought I would run this 
by you for your judgment.

I was going to quietly send someone to New 
actual site and to see if it was conducive to 
with television, radio, etc. But before I did I thought I would make 
mention of one possible obstruction to going there:

Shall we continue to examine Ellis Island as a possible location for

NoYes 

signing the Immigration Bill:

Jack Valenti

———•—■—— .... .. .. -.... ........-imuiiJ Hi ■



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MONDAY 
9:00 a. m.

Mr. Valenti said to tell you to

look at this and get with Larry O'Brien 
and
nd Mitch Cieplinsky on these names.

■ >

Nell



lMEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR

MARVIN WATSON

Here is a memo for.the Friday meeting

Attachment

■

.... .—--------- ---- -------- .... ....

Eric F. Goldman

August 31, 1965

-------—--------------------- ------------------------—----------- " "I11!1 W.IIW„.W .IIUWWIWR



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Tuesday, August 31, 1965 
1:30 p. m.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

When it comes time to sign the immigration bill, of course 
the obvious suggestion of the place to sign it is Ellis Island. 
But whether it is signed there or elsewhere, here is a 
further suggestion: at the signing, in addition to the appro­
priate political figures, there should be present a broad 
cross-section of Americans distinguished in various fields 
who themselves are immigrants and who are now citizens. 
Offhand, this group might include David Sarnoff; Werner 
von Braun; Irving Berlin; the poet, W. H. Auden; Leopold 
Stokowski; Marlene Dietrich; the Nobel physicists, Rabi, 
Wigner, and Pei; David Dubinsky; the movie producer, 
Fred Zinneman; the architect, Walter Gropius; etc.

The above have not been checked.

--
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

---
---

--
---

--



BOOK OF 29 COPIES*»

VH3 GOVT PD
THE WHITE HOUSE 1 4

THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED ME TO INVITE YOU TO THE SIGNING OF THE 
IMMIGRATION BILL ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 AT LIBERTY ISLAND, NEW 
YORK HARBOR. YOU SHOULD PRESENT THE WIRE AT THE BOAT NAMED "MISS 
CIRCLE LINE” AT THE STATUE OF'’LIBERTY BOAT PIER BATTERY, PARK SEAWALL 
SOUTH FERRY, NEW YORK CITY NO ’LATER THAN 1:45 P.M. PLEASE ADVISE 
ME BY RETURN TELEGRAM IF YOUR SCHEDULE WILL PERMIT YOU Ttf ATTEND.
LAWRENCE F O’BRIEN SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

VHB39
JULIUS EDELSTEIN 277 VEST END AVE APT 4-D NYK

WHB40 y
PROF JAMES SHELDON 165 W 46TH ST NYK

THE FOLLOWING ARE ALL CONGRESSMEN OR
HOUSE OF REPORESENTATIVES WASHDC

WHB41 x
CONG DOMINICK DANIELS

WHB42 x
CONG JOSEPH MINISH

WHB43 x
CONG JAMES HOWARD

WHB44 x
CONG FRANK THOMPSON

VHB45 1 /
CONG PETER FRELINGHUYSEN

VHB46 x J

. MRS FLORENCE DWYER-

VHB47 x
CONG WILLIAM WIDNALL.

VHB48 x
CONG OTIS PIKE.

WHB49 x
CO NO JOSEPH ADDABBO.

WH350
CONG JAMES DELANEY' '

CONGRESSWOMEN AND GO TO



’C0N3 EUG£NE KEOGH

WHB52 y
HRS EDNA KELLY

WHB53 A
CONG JOHN ROONEY

WHB54 x
CONG HUGH CAREY

VHB55 x 
CONG ADAM C POUELL

WH357 • y
CONG JAMES SCHEUER .

WHB5 7 x
CONG JONATHAN BINGHAM-

WHB58 x 
CONG PAUL FINO.

WH359 | x

CONG RICHARD OTTINGER

VHB60 X
CONG OGDEN REID-

VHB61 X
CONG JOHN DOW •

MB 62 x
CONG JOSEPH RESNICK 

i

WH363 x 
CONG JAMES HANLEY.

MB64 x
CONG RICHARD MCCARTHY

WHB65 x
CONG JAMES- GROVER'

UH366 - x
CONG JOHN VYDLER

WHB67 - X
MAYOR RICHARD DALEY CITY HALL CHGO

CLR

RECD WHB39-67 WU 133? THANKU



BOOK OF 29 COPIES

WHS GOVT PD
THE WHITE HOUSE 1

THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED ME TO INVITE YOU TO THE SIGNING OF THE 
IMMIGRATION BILL ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 AT LIBERTY ISLAND, NEW YORK 
HARBOR .
YOU SHOULD PRESENT THE WIRE AT THE BOAT NAMED "MISS CIRCLE LINE"
AT THE STATUE OF LIBERTY BOAT PIER BATTERY, PARK SEAWALL SOUTH FERRY, 
NEW YORK CITY NOLATER THAN 1:45 P.M. PLEASE ADVISE ME BY RETURN 
TELEGRAM IF YOUR SCHEDULE WILL PERMIT YOU TO ATTEND.
LAWRENCE F O’BRIEN SPECIAL ASSITANT TO THE PRESIDENT

CORR IN 6TH LINE OF TEXT NOLATER MK IT NO LATER

VHB09 y i -
HON ROBERT WAGNER MAYOR OF NEU YORK CITY CITY HALL NYK

WH310 y
HON PAUL SOREVANE PRES CITY COUNCIL CITY HALL NYK 

. ■ ' I • '
VHBU v
HON ABRAHAM BEAME CONTROLLER CITY HALL NYK

WHB12 z
MRS CONSTANCE B MOTLEY PRES BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN MUNICIPAL BLDG NYK

VHB13 x
JOSEPH F PERICONI PRES BOROUGH OF THE BRCNXS 851 GRAND CONCOURSE
BRONX NY

VHBU y .
MARIO J CARIELLO PRESIDENT BOROUGH OF QUEENS 120-55 QUEENS BLVD KEW NY

WHB15 x
ALBERT V MANISCALCO PRES BOROUGH OF RICHMOND 120 BOROUGH HALL 

STATEN ISLAND NY

MB 16
ABE*STARK  .PRES BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 21 BOROUGH HALL BKLYN

MS 17 A- i RECEIVED
SEN JOHN 0 PASTORE U S SENATE U'ASHDC „ .„rt-■ ‘ ■ OCT X 1965
WH318 % f r v"5
SEN CLAIBORNE PELL U S SENATE VASHDC 

•*

VHB19 x
CONG JOHN MURPHY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WASHDC ' *

VH320 y
cong ken Heckler house OF REPRESENTATIVES WASHDC



CONG WAYNE HAYS HOUSE Of REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

WHB22 x
CONG LEO V.0* BRIEN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

VHB23 X
CONG SAMUEL S STRATTON HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

> ; l
WHB24 x ! ■;

CONG THADDEUS J DULSKI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

VHB25 x
MYER FELDMAN GINSBURG, LEVENTAHL AND FELDMAN ONE FARRAGUE SQ S 

1534 I ST NW VASHDC

VHB26 x
HON RICHARD HUGHES GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY TRENTON NJER

VH327 x
HON NELSON ROCKEFELLER GOVERNOR OF NEU YORK ALBANY NY

WHB28 A x
HERMAN EDELSBURG EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION 

12TH FLOOR 1800 G ST NW VASHDC

UH 32 9
HON STEWART L UDALL SECRETARY OF INTERIOR DEPT OF INTERIOR VASHDC

UH 333
BLANK 30 [

WHB31
BLANK 31 X
5RKKXKXXXNK MRS JOHN MCCORMAKC HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WASHD

UH331
BALNK BLANK 31

WHB32 --
SPEAKER AND MRS JOHN MCCORMACK HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

WHB33 Y
SEN AND MRS MIKE MANSFIELD^U S SENATE VASHDC

VHB34 < \
CONG CARL ALBERT-HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

WHB35 Y .
CONG HALE BOGGS^HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VASHDC

WHB36 X /
SEN GEORGE SNA!HERS U S SENATE WASHDC

WHB37 X
SEN RUSSELL LONG U S SENATE WASHDC

CLR
• I •.

RECD UHB9 THRU 57 BOOK OF 2S ILLS? EDT UU TU
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BOOK OF 6 COPIES

WK3 GOVT PD
THE WHITE HOUSE 2

THE PRESIDENT HAS ASKED ME TO INVITE YOU TO THE SIGNING GF THE 
IMMIGRATION BILL ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 AT LIBERTY ISLAND, NEW 
YORK HARBOR*  YOU SHOULD PRESENT THE WIRE AT THE BOAT NAMED "MISS 
CIRCLE LINE" AT THE STATUE OF LIBERTY BOAT PIER BATTERY, PARK SEAWALL 
SOUTH FERRY, NEW YORK CITY NO LATER THAN 1:45 P.M. PLEASE ADVISE 
ME 3Y RETURN TELEGRAM IF YOUR SCHEDULE WILL PERMIT YOU TO ATTEND*
LAWRENCE F O’BRLEN SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

WHB09 ’ x
LESSING J ROSENWALD

ALVERTHROPE JENKINSTOWN PENN I

WH310 x
CHARLES ROZMAREK PRES
XPOLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS 113.2.8 CONN AVE NW VASHDC

El lv v
PAUL BERNICK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ~~ * ’ e
/AMERICAN ORT FEDERATION INC 222 PARK AVE SOUTH NYK

i j - .. .
WH312 it
HON KENNETH 3 KEATING

PRESIDENT^AMERICAN IMMIGRATION AND CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE 
1733 K ST NW VASHDC

VH313 x
WALTER D 3 INGER 180 EAST 75TH ST NYK

WHS 14 x
DR JOHN C CORBIN 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE NYK

CLR 

1240P RECD WHB9-14 WAD



BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON 25. D.C.

t

!■

<ncy retort a baoause of the ti.:« scfeiula and we will

1 —--------- "—------ - --- - --------'-------------- --------------------------------------------- ------- ------ ----------- - ~'

rrnr«.i tlto rcirt A£s they are received

fisLMrxL) §22 Hughas
Assistant Director f<>;

OCT i K 35

K» 2530 — Inni-jration referi

-------—

uc senciin^ Uxa attack’d in advance off

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON 25, O.O.
... : ■ . .. 3- ' - ■ ■ ; ■ } '' h‘ ■.■

. < -. .. • t ■ ■ ■' . ■

OCT 1 HM •
■•■...■• .. *. ■. • ■ . •

rEMORNSKH M THE PHESIiMtt 
'. . . . • : " ■ j x , v . . . . .. '

Subjonti tnsoXlal Bill U.N. 25U0 - laswigr^tion reform ;
Si-wsor — Cellar (V) to? Xork t ■

• 

. ■..

Lint iny tor Action i

Libetvilixes aa-k ^.lerruiAmr existing itvu^atlon l^/rs by .ali^nahi.n 
th*  <ii5K:ri’.-dtuu:ry rational origins -juota aysbora an4 uubsUitutin F a 
saKction systerv ixrsoL- on r*.w<.ting  CuA'dlies and facilitating' 
iswni^ration of alicnas with skills NEioL in this country.

A jcrcy feiaxaftsulat ions -

.-jurenu of tria Bul’jet

of Justlea 
DetxuVjcr.L of Ltato 
i>.;. aZt-Ui^t o£ lXri'E 
Bttjwurb?tant o*  Ileal uh#

ica# Gjliara
■ ■ ,. ...

? 1 srucr; icjn

A-v^OVAl
Aivwval' (Informally)
hi.«.-z:a*,  tl (Informally)

•?; hill U la:xl»’it-k lo-:5sixtier- ujizch citrrica Oct t!«? 1 rrsc; -
* jwa LM-Lv ts C?i» tft st ' /, 1.3# .

.T’e r-ViCr xso.>visir«rrr vf t?w till siplfx'Wt cto‘rn t.‘ •> / ..•■■J. 
xwtxoi. icn*  s bill » re hi ;TtLi rhUxi I .;!• v :

li Fel^jction **•  As you rr©o v/eni*  ■.', CH? bill *iholic%  • t p 
iMrts syat^-i <4^ rSFl>Wal c.r.v;in<j &du a ■-?.•!-

fehlch o, •aiTtXttj.? On a f ii::>b*c».>.  u# flrKt-Kcrwi within .t: .-. 
niTZf^^LLIGK, prx:Kj.i;.fal aix furauces 2v.x v.'i.i.tr.r.-.-11 <■. .-. LLi
and Uda hill relate to ths M>1 t-'athiri of thn c?... .. 
tiki Cot unclSL th'L ne-j ^yrttn, <T:4 "j"ollsL»Kr



a. Ths Ad^tei fibration’2 Dill would have biased cub the 
present national origins system over a period of five years, during 
which tim tte annual quotas would mve teen reduced by <mc-fifth 
each year; ate ttecu numbers plus unused numbers would have Lean 
pooled and :Ec» available to innigrants from countries with heavily 
ovarsutscrited quotas. Tte enrolled bill olosen out tlx© present sys­
tem by July 1, 196S. During the transition period, the present country 
quotas will contime but the unused nurtors, instead of toing wasted, 
will to placed in a pool for the use of imigrants chwjuabla to over- 
sutecritod quotas.

b. Thu total number of ir^i grants to be admitted in any oner 
year was sert by the Ministration bill at the numbar authorized at 
tia  tii.'xj of eaactmat of ths new system (about 153,000). The enrolled 
bill sets a ceiling of 170,000 on total annual ii^igration fxxzi ccun- 
trica subject to quotas under the present Act, with no one country co 
receive worn tten 20, COO. Children, sncusca, and parents of a citizen 
wto uro classified as “imroodiato relatives", arc eixonpt ‘frrm the 170,000 
limitation as ara a group classified ay "spacial h^tigrants" who arc 
basically t!«r non-juota iisaigrant category ox ©listing law.  with respect 
to natives of tna Astern l&sdaphore wte are now nonquota immigrants, 
the bill i^osas a special ceiling, as discussed in greater detail below.

*

*

c*  while tte Adr^ini Ktrstion kali gave first preference! to 
aliens with skills nssdsd in tliis country and a lesser preference to 
relatives, tlie enrolled bill gives prinary preference to relatives in 
tiro interest of uniting faiailios. It establishes seven preference cuto- 
gories, with categories 1, 2, 4 and 5 rasarvud for relatives of citizens 
and lawfully rosldant aliens and categories 3 and 6 resarvod for members 
of professions ana aliens capable of filling later stevrteges, respec­
tively. Category" 7 is reserved fur refugees.

2• ivrnisotete leTd;jratim — Unlike the Administration
bill, the trie first ti-LS a mtaerical linita-
tiou — 120,000 annually — on ivraigrcurts froa impendent camtriras 
of the Western b^isphar® be.aiming July 1, 1563, unless tiro Congress 
enacts legislation providing ctl*cmite  prior to that date. It alrv> 
Qistealistes a select, 15-emter Cteinission on Ma stem Hmisptere imi- 
yration, five of wten including tte Quirrsan art? to fa® a^rointod by 
tto President, five by tte Speaker of tte ;k>us® end £ivo by tha Pre.d- 
dciit of the ftanata. - Tte_Co^ais»icMi is directed to study all aspects 
of Kkrrrtsrn /LL^lspterc i^xmigration and to rnate rc^^steations as to 
wtet ctengos, if an/, arc netete in ths Immigration laws, including 
recu^aacUatioiis as to wtetmr, and if so tew, rubrical linitatioris 
sixxild to i'^vLLd m immigration froA nations of trxr Hsstem )kr.in- 
pherc. It iv to nvxku a pr^lUrinary report on or tefore July 1, 1957, 
orrd a final report by January 15, 1968.

.   — ---- I------ ------ ------- -------— ,-- --- ---------- -- ------- ---—  —'  — —W,



3. Exclutling previsions —- U.K. 2380 removes epilepsy as a 
ground for excluij Ion aia replaces the? terra • £auble::drgied  by tt» was 
“frontally jptarded.  These cl^uvjas wore processed in the AdMinistra— 
tion’s bill. In addition, the bill auds "sexual deviation" as a 
ground for exclusion because of a Gupx:<x^j Court decision in 1962 which 
held that tm tern "iayctopathic personality  was unconstitutionally 
vague and did not LuffioiLntly enc^epassj Ijonosoxuality.

*
*

*

As in the Mninistration bill, tha Attorney General is auttiorired to 
waivo for certain close ruLitives of citizens and resident aliens tha 
provision which excludes ths Vitally retarded, similarly, ai^rc- 
tionary autfiority is granted in tree ca&a of relatives whj have a past 
history of rental illness thu Suretyjn General finds tin sli-aa to 
iEr been Less of *oenu*l  illness for a sufficient tii.no to dsgsanstrato 
recovery.

Under existin.z law, aliens who are seeidlng to enter the United suites 
for the purpose of o^lo/aunt way to excluded if the Secretary of 
Labor oortifiv.s that thero am sufficient qualified Markers in the 
Uiitad States of if the u^loysmt of rracrh aliens will adversely affect 
wuges aiti working conditions. 2530 tightens up this procedure by 
requiring thu intruding immigrant to obtain the Secretary of Labor's 
affirt native clearance prior to the issuance of a visa. This provision 
is urds applicaijlc to i^dgrnnts fror*  tra Ve^bnra Itaaisphere (oust 
tlwi ^Asdiatc relatives), rmgaruf&mica insurants, and insurants 
having an occupational prafoxxarice.

4. AHia—Pac j £ ic Triarvrlo — U.K. 2520 abolistass irr^diataly,as 
did the ?JSsSstratiOii bill, Hie Asia-Pacific Triangle ci existing 
Iw, tlKircb/ eliminating tlsr discrirninatory provision under which 
quota chargeabil ity was determined ty ancestory rather than place of 
ttixth.

5. J^tuueos — As noted abzvo, refugees are granted seventh 
praiterencS status and are allotted 6 percent of the quota or 10,200 
nu-qbsrL. Included in this category arc refugees frem Cn-nunisc or 
Gxv '•unist-dcr-Unatad countries and persons who are uprooted by a 
catastrophic natural calamity. In lieu or Lira parole  proccuurft of 
fluting law, ths bill cstablisteu “conditional  entries with a pro­
vision for adjustment of status after two ysors. (Mo half of the 
visas available to refugees ray bo used for adjustment of status cuc-io.

*
*

Tr»o AMnlstxotlon strongly o-xpa^'sd a numerical limitation on V&»tcrn 
jkinisphare immigration. T;w limitation in N.K. 2580 does not, ho-.wzr, 
bsvcxss effective until July 1, 1962, and ^seanwhilu th-e wlsolo -yaQLti.ru

"•— ... ...  .............. ------------- -—------ -—--------

yaQLti.ru


4

A&unistratlon tc secure reconaideratiGn of the problem which such a
limitation presents and to seek, xcraodiol legislation if that should 
appear appropriate.

will be the /subject o£ a study by tlx: select conrsissiun wiiich ths 
till creates*  '£!rsr<rforo, there will ds ample oj^portuaity for the 

W© ujKlarstarri tliat the Departments of State and Justice have informally 
submitted Grafts of proposed signing statements to White House staff.

?Hrmip 8. WWW

Enclosures

Assistant Director for 
Lt^islativa Peferanea

..w.tn* <->•>• .<> .. . ------* J.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1965

NOTE FOR PERRY BARBER

The following are the names 
and addresses of the two persons 
Mr. Busby requested be invited 
to the signing ceremony of the 
Immigration Bill in New York 
City this Sunday:

Mr. Mark Keshishian
3935 Morrison Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C.

Dr. John M. Keshishian 
4610 Tourney Road 
Westmoreland Hills 
Wa sh ington, D. C.

Both are very active in the 
Armenian community.

Marsha



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR \ *

Perry Barber

The six additional immigrants (all now citizens) I would especially 
like to call to your attention are:

Otto Preminger - Austria 
711 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Willem de Kooning = Netherlands 
c/o Janis Gallery 
15 Ea^stz57th Street
New York City
(the well-known painter)

Ibram Las saw - Egypt
Fireplace Road
East Hampton, Long Island, N.Y.
(the outstanding sculptor)

Harry Scherman - Canada 
322 East 57th Street 
New York City
(Chairman, Book of the Month Club)

Vladimir Horowitz - Russia 
c/o David Libidins 
113 West 57th Street 
New York City

Kurt Weinhold - Germany 
161 West 54th Street
New York City
(Manager, Columbia Artists)

Eric F. Goldman

MEMORANDUM



“s'/*  > ( < ( < C--sorruro
»

October 1, 1965

Mr. Lawrence F. O'Brien
Special Assistant to the President
The "White House
Washington, D.O.

Bear Larry:

Below are the names of six people who should 
be invited to the signing. I consider their presence 
to be important and I would appreciate anything you 
could do on this matter.

Mr. Varaujon Samuelian, Editor 
.Italian News
201 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts

Mr. James Anagnostos, Editor 
The Hellenic Chronicle 
25 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 30, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR

Perry Barber

Eric F. Goldman

Enclosure.

e

 

— """

while
We

4 1985

Here is the bulk of the addresses. The rest are being held up 
the Immigration Service establishes their citizenship tonight, 
will have that information early tomorrow morning.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MR. VALENTI

»
Immigration Signing

This list totals 387.

It contains non-government invitees only.

The suggestions came from 
-- Mich Cieplinski 
-- Eric Goldman 
-- Justice Department 
-- Abba Schwartz



PROPOSED STATE DEPARTMENT 
GUEST LIST FOR IMMIGRATION BILL

SIGNING CEREMONY
■’ . i '

| /Mrs. Carolyn Sinelli Burns 
Treasurer
Michigan Committee on Immigration 
111 East Kirby 
Detroit, Michigan

Arthur Evans, M.D.
Educational Committee on Immigration 
619 South Monroe Way
Denver, Colorado

I

Mr. Hugh Farley, Chairman
American Council of Voluntary Agencies for

Foreign Service
44 E. 23rd Street,
New York, New York

L/ I ,
Dr. Harry Wolf, Chairman
Michigan Committee on Immigration
111 East Kirby
Detroit, Michigan

The Honorable Angelo J. Gagliardo, Chairman, 
Cleveland Immigration Committee 
6155 Ridgebury Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio

Dr. Florence Cassidy \
Recording Secretary
Michigan Committee on Immigration
111 East Kirby . s//:/ -
Detroit, Michigan 4 1965

■ I . ' ''I . ' ■ .
Mr. George M. Mardikian rILES
George M. Mardikian Enterprises 
207 Powell Street
San Francisco, California

....-—-------- ■—'—----------------—'—. .......—-------- -



  

Mrs. M. D. Fairchild, Treasurer, 
Cultural Heritage Committee 
18-25 Mission Street
San Francisco, California

Mrs. Ione A. DuVal, Director 
Immigrants Service League \
608 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Mary Holmes
Catholic Resettlement Committee 
1825 Mission Street
San Francisco, California

Mr. Harold H. Benowitz
Executive Director
Chattanooga Jewish Welfare Federation 
5326 Lynnland Terrace 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Dr. Edgar H. S. Chandler,
Executive Vicfe President
The Church Federation of Greater Chicago, 
Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Harold H. Lentz, President
Carthage College
Kenosha, Wisconsin

Rev. H.H. Mirly, Executive Secretary, 
The Council of Lutheran Churches of Greater

St. Louis,
3558 S. Jefferson Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri A

Mr. Walter H. Bieringer
Plymouth Rubber Company, Inc.
Canton, Mass.

------------ -----------------------------------------——   .... ... ,

Dr. Clyde A. Milner, President, 
Guilford College 
Greensboro, North Carolina



3

Rev. Evert Ezra Ellis 
First Friends Church 
310 East Philadelphia St. 
Whittier, California

Mrs. Alice B. Hall 
Holyoke Center, Room 710 
75 Mt. Auburn Street 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass.

Mr. David Henry 
Holyoke Center, Room 710 
75 Mt. Auburn Street 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass.

President

Professor John Kenneth Galbraith 
Littauer School

Cambridge, Mass.

Mr. Robert Mortvedt 
Pacific Lutheran College
Takoma, Washington

Dr. B. W. Haveman,
Director, Intergovernmental Committee 

for European Migration
% U. S. Mission
Geneva, Switzerland



Mr. Donald E. Anderson, Lutheran Immigration Service, 15 East 26th 
Street, New York, New York

Dr. Kenneth B. Anthony, United Church of Christ, 475 Riverside Drive 
New York, New York

Mr. Luigi Antonini, President, Italian American Labor Council, 218 
W. 40th Street, New York, New York

Dr. William S. Bernard, American Council for Nationalities Service, 
20 West 40th St., New York, NY.

Mr. James Qarey, 1126 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.

Mr. Paul R. Cherney, Director, International Social Service, 
American Branch, 345 East 46th St., New York, N.Y.

Dr. John C. Corbin, United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y.

Mr. David Dubinsky, President, International Lady Garment Workers 
Union, 1710 Broadway, New York, N.Y.

Mr. A. G. Elmendorf, Executive Director, American Friends of 
Russian Freedom, Inc., 55 West 42nd .Street, New York, N.Y.

Mr. Irving M. Engel, American Jewish Committee, 165 East 56th St., 
New York, N.Y.

Mr. Paul C. Empie, National Lutheran Council, 50 Madison Ave., 
New York, N.Y.

Mr. Hugh D. Farley, Executive Director, Church . World Service, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y.

Mr. Gordon Freeman, President, International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, 1200 15th St., NEW., Washington, D. C.

Mr. Murray L. Gurfein, President, United HIAS Service, 200 Park *•  
Avenue South, New York, New York



Mr. Neil Haggerty^ President, Building & Construction Trades Dept., 
AFL-CIO, 815 16th St., NW, Washington, D. C.

i I ■
Mr. James Hamilton, Associate Director, National Council of 

Churches, 110 Maryland Ave., NE, Washington, D. C.

Dr. Reginald Helfferich, United Church of Christ, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York, N. Y.

\ c
Mr. A. J. Hayes, President, International Association of Machinists, 

1300 Connecticut Ave., N. W., Washington, D,C.
i

Mr. Frank N. Hoffman, United Steel Workers of America, 1001 *
Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C.

Rev. Longinas Jankus, United Lithuanian Relief Fund of America, 
105 Grant Street, Brooklyn, New York

Mr. Emory Kiraly, American Hungarian Federation, Dupont Circle. 
Building, Washington, D. C.

Rev. Adolph Klaupiks, Baptist World Alliance, 1628 16th St., NW, 
Washington, D. C.

Dr. John Kulisz, Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, 475
Riverside Drive, New York, NY

. ]. ... ■ • v . .... H

Mr. Edward M. M. Warburg, American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, 3 East 54th'St'.', New York, NY

Rt. Rev. Msgr. John F. McCarthy, Catholic Relief Services, NCWC,
... -■ 250 Fifth Ave., New York, NY

former
Mr. David McDonald,/President, United Steel Workers, 1500 Common­

wealth Bldg, Pittsburgh, Penna.

Mr. James MacCracken, Church World Services, 475 Riverside. New York, N^

Mr. John Maheras, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY

Mr. Mike Masoaka, Japanese American Organization, 5406 Uppington, 
Somerset, Maryland

m------- - mws—------ -—r----- i----- ------- -—'—■........ ......... ..



N.WMr. George Meany, President, AFL-CIO, 815 Sixteenth St., 
Washington, D. C.

Dr. Kenneth L. Maxwell, International Affairs Commission, Division 
of Christian Life and Mission, National Council of Churches, 
475 Riverside Dr., New York, NY

Mr. Bruce Mohler, National Catholic Welfare Conference, 1312 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D. C.

Miss Jane O’Grady, Legislative Representative, Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America, 1327 F Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.

Mr. Eugene Shenefield, American Council of Voluntary Agencies, 
44 East 23rd Street, New York, NY

Mr. Jacob Petofsky, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 15 
Union Square, New York, N.Y.

Mr. John Plumidas, Ahepa, 1422 K Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.

Mr. Walter P. Reuther, President, CIO Division, AFL-CIO, 411 West 
Milwaukee Ave., Detroit, Michigan

Mr. James P. Rice, Executive Director, United HIAS Service, 20011 
Park Avenue, New York, New York

Mr. Dore Schary, President, Anti-Defamation League, 1640 Rhode 
Island Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C.

Rev. James jW. Schauer, Director, Immigration Service, Church World 
Service, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY

Mr. Sidney Shore, 1270 Ave. of Americas, New York, N. Y.

Mr. Richard F. Smith, American Friends Service Committee, 160 
North Fifteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa.

H. E. Edward Swanstrom, Executive Director, Catholic Relief Services, 
'NCWC, 350 Fifth Ave., New York, New York

Miss Alexandra Tolstoy, President, Tolstoy Foundation, 939 Eighth 
Ave., New York, N. Y.

\ •i . ■ i .
Mr. William J. Vanden Heuvel, International Rescue Committee,

460 Park Ave., South, New York, NY
. ■

-......."...... .......................      —......... ’.......   ‘--M..- .■ ■ . .................... .-I. . . ... .. .



-7-

Mr.

Mr. Inc

Broad'Mr

821Mr
D C

State Department: 

v

............................................................................ ....

T. .L.
15th

1 r
' ! F

—,—.......,.............................> ■—--- --------------------------- -—

K. G.
way,

Lee, National Chinese Welfare Association, 7 East 
New York, New York

Officer, SCA

t Secretary
t Hon. Douglas MacArthur II
Abba P. Schwartz, Administrator, SCA
James J. Hines, Office of the

Legal Adviser
George Warren, Sr. , Adviser for 

Refugees and Migration Affairs, SCA 
. Eugene Krizek, Cong. Relations

Miss C. Camp, Public Affairs

Peter Wagner, President, United Friends of Needy & Displaced 
People of Yugoslavia, .-487 Onderdown Ave., Brooklyn, New York

--  -- ----mr-- ——-—

Tsui, National Chinese Welfare Council, Room 830 
Street, NW, Washington

Ignace Morawski, Polish Immigration & Relief Committee
156 Fifth Ave., New York, NY

1) The
2) The
3) Mr.
4) Mr.

5) Mr

6) Mr.
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To: Perry Barber

Per our telephone 
conversation.

M. Cieplinski



ADDITIONAL ETHNIC PUBLICATIONS TO BE INVITED 
TO THE SIGNING CEREMONY:

Chinese

Chin-Fu Woo, Editor
The United Journal 
199 Canal St. 
New York 13, N. Y.

Finnish

Russel 0. Parta, Publisher 
American Uutiset 
P.O. Box 125 
New York Mills, Minn.

German

Julius Stoll, Publisher
Rochester Abendpost 
237-239 Andrews St. 
Rochester 4, N. Y.

Hungarian

Dr. Zoltan Klar, Publisher
Az Ember
100 West 80th St.
New York 24, N. Y.

Italian \
I

Fred J. Matullo, Publisher
The Italian Tribune
197 Twelfth Ave. Li-A-
Newark 7, N. J. I

Latvian

Helmars Rudzitis, Publisher
Laiks
232 - 76th St.
Brooklyn 9, N. Y.

—:---- ----- -- ---- ---- -----  " H



Lithuanian ‘

Mrs. Grazina 'Ktivickas 
50 Nicholson St. N.W. 
Washington, D. C.

Prof. S. Suziedelis, Editor 
Darbininkas 
910 Willoughby Ave.
Brooklyn 21, N. Y.

Anthony Sadaitis, Editor j 
Levyne
307 W. 30th St.
New York, N. Y.

Valeria Tysliava, Publisher 
Vienybe 
192 Highland Blvd.
Brooklyn 7, N. Y.

Norwegian

Karsten Roedder, Editor 
Nordisk Tidende 
6515 Fifth Ave.
Brooklyn 20, N. Y.

! ------"

“ Polish

Chester Grabowski 
The Post Eagle 
31 Dawson St. 
Clifton, N. J.

Felix Poplawski, Editor
Polish American Newspapers 
29 East 7th Abe.
New York, N. Y.

--------- - ........U.------ ----------- —----------- - ----------------- -------------------------------------------- - ■■■■ ™ WWI.I..,,!.. IJW.VWM 411 ip HU. mi
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Polish (continued)

Jerzy Panciewicz, Editor 
Czas
142 Grand St.
Brooklyn 11, N. Y.

Matthew W. Pelczynski, Publisher 
Am-Pol Eagle 
1135 East Delevan Ave.
Buffalo 15, N. Y.

Tom Poster, Publisher 
Polish American World 
929 Remsen St.
Brooklyn 36, N. Y.

Przewodnik Katolicki 
480 Burritt St. 
New Britain, Conn.

Joseph Mastalski, Editor
Straz
10002 Pittston Ave.
Scranton, Pa.

Slovak —

Michael J. Bosak, Jr., Publisher 
Slovenska Obrana 
Box 708 
Pittston, Pa.

John Babuska, Editor
Slovensky Sokol 
283 Oak St.
Perth Amboy, N. J.



Spanish *

Jose de la Vega, Publisher
Temas
352 West 44th St.
New York 36, N. Y.

Sergio Santelices, Editor 
El Diario de Nueva York 
164 Duane St.
New York 13, N. Y.

Stanley Ross, Publisher
El Tiempo
78 Fifth Ave.
New York 3, N. Y.

Swedish

Josef V. Rosenbund, Asst. Editor 
Svea
311 Main St.
Worcester 8, Mass.

Gerhard T. Rooth, Publisher 
Nordstjernan 
4 West 22nd St.
New York, N. Y. 10010

Ukrainian

M. B. Dolnycky, Editor
Amerika
817 No. Franklin St.
Philadelphia 23, Pa.

M. Stachiw, Editor
Narodna Volya
524 Olive St.
Scranton 10, Pa.

l .
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America
Janette Seidman, Pres 
Inter-Racial Press of 
60 East 42nd St.
New York 17, N. Y.

Edward Adams, Chairman 
Inter-Racial Press of America 
60 East 42nd St.
New York 17, N. Y.

Elie Weiseil
UN Correspondent 
Jewish Daily Forward 
175 E. Broadway 
New York, N. Y.

Yiddish



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 30, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR

JACK VALENTI

Here is the list for the immigration signing bill. I 
will remove the question marks as soon as the Im­
migration Bureau has finished.

i.

—-—---------- —=———...... . ........ ..............- ......

Eric F. Goldman



AVIirTK'HO-USE

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

September 30, 1965 - 11:45 a.m

Here is a list of immigrants who are outstanding in various fields 
for the signing of the Immigration Bill. The country of origin is 
included. All are now certainly U. S. citizens except where indi­
cated by a (c. ?). In those cases the Immigration Service is still 
checking. None of the names have yet been run through the FBI. 
The list includes no public officials, who presumably would be 
added by Darry O’Brien’s office.

' r '
Movies - Directors, producers, executives

Frank Capra - Italy
Alfred Hitchcock - England
Otto Preminger - Austria (c. ?)

Spyros Skouras - Greece
William Wyler - France —
Fred Zinneman - Austria

i '
-

Movies - Actors and actresses

Marlene Dietrich - Germany
Edward G. Robinson - Rumania (derivative citizenship)

i

Business

Walter Hoving, chairman of board, Tiffany’s - Sweden 
(derivative citizenship)

Narinder S. Kapany, inventor of fiber glass and California 
corporation executive - India

’ - ,
,, —............... — ;----- ----------- BMW-----—---- ---------- "-------- ■nnwi.'ww.uu ■ ■..■n w



Business (continued)

IBM (head of research) - Russia

First Corporation Boston - Russia

Engineering

Industrial Design

Raymond F. Loewy - France

Labor

Science

The Nobel Prize winners

————

David Dubinsky - Poland 
Alex Rose - Poland (c. ?) 
Jacob S. Potofsky - Russia 
Michael J. Quill - Ireland

Alexander P. deSeversky, aeronautical engineer - Russia 
Igor Sikorsky, aeronautical engineer - Russia .

..........

George B. Kistiakowsky, Itck and Cabot Corporation, 
(scientist) - Russia

E. Piori, Vice President, 
David Sarnoff - Russia 
Serge Semenenko, banker,

Karl F. Cori - Czechoslovakia 
Andre F. Cournand - France 
Peter J. W. Debye - Netherlands 
C. D, Lee - China
Fritz Lipmann - Germany 
Severo Ochoa - Spain
I. I. Rabi - Austria 
Emilio Segre - Italy 
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi - Hungary



Science (continued)

Also:

Georg Von Bekesy - Hungary 
Selman A. Waksman - Russia 
Eugene P. Wigner - Hungary 
C. N. Yang - China \

Educators &nd scholars

Hans Bethe, physicist, Cornell - Germany
Dr. Christian R. De Duve, medical research - Belgium (c. ?)
Dr. Renee Dubos, medical research - France (c. ?)
Dr. Erich Fromm, psychoanalyst - Germany
Maurice Goldhaber, Director, Brookhaven Institute - Germany
Dr. Albert Sabin, medical research - Russia
S. Chandra Sekhar, astronomer, University of Chicago - India
Athelstan F. Spilhaus, oceanographer, University of

Minnesota - South Africa
Wernher Von Braun - Germany
Mrs. C. S. Wu, physicist, Columbia University - China

-11 q

Cornells Willem de Kiewiet, former president of Cornell - 
Netherlands —-

Harry D. .Gideonse, President, Brooklyn (college - Netherlands
J. Kenneth Galbraith - Canada
Sheldon Glueck, criminologist - Poland
S. I. Hayakawa^ • semanticist - Canada (c. ?)
Henry Kissinger, defense matters - Germany v. ,
Erwin Panofsky, historian of art - Germany - •
Pitirim Sorokin, sociologist - Russia

~------------- ---- ----------.... .......... ..

Victor Borge - Denmark
Maurice Evans - England
Elia Kazan, director - Turkey (c. ?)
Eva Le Gallienne - England
Mike Nichols - Germany (derivative citizenship)
Anthony Quinn - Mexico



’**f*«-^

Theology

Paul Tillich,’ Harvard University - Germany

Writers

Artists

Dance

Architecture

Walter A. Gropius - Germany (c. ?) 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe - Germany 
I. M. Pei - China

George Balanchine - Russia
Jose Limon - Mexico

A

Josef Albers - Germany (c. ?)
Willem de Kooning - Netherlands (c. ?)
Naum'Gabo, sculptor - Russia (c. ?)
Hans Hofmann, painter - Germany
Andre Kertesz, photographer - Hungary (c. ?)
Ibram Lassaw - Egypt
Jacques Lipchitz, sculptor - Latvia
Louise Nevelson, sculptor - Russia (c. ?)
Ben Shahn, painter - Russia
Edward Steichen, photographer - Luxembourg
William Zorach, sculptor - Lithuania (c. )

—.. ...........................—yil,,,,w ........ .......................... .

W. H. Auden - England
Saul Bellow, novelist -^Canada
George Dangerfield, Pulitzer Prize historian of the United

States - England
Santha Rama Rau - India (c. ?) -
Erich Maria Remarque - Germany
Leo Rosten - Poland (c. ?)



Music
-----

Kurt Adler, Manager, San Francisco Opera Company - 
Austria (c. ?)

Claudio Arrau - Chile (c. ?)
Irving Berlin - Russia
Robert Casadesus - France (c. ?)
Vladimir Horowitz - Russia (c. ?)
Andre Kostelanetz, symphony conductor - Russia 
Erich Leinsdorf, symphony conductor - Austria 
Lotte Lenya, light opera singer - Austria (c. ?)

• Albanese Liccia, opera singer - Italy (c. ?)
Guy Lombardo - Canada
George London, opera singer - Canada (c. ?) 
Giovanni Martinelli, opera singer - Italy (c. ?) 
Darius Milhaud, composer - France (c. ?) 
Dmitri Mitropolous, symphony conductor - Greece 
Pierre Monteux, ballet and opera orchestra conductor -

France
Charles Munch, composer - Alsace-Lorraine (c. ?) 
Eugene Ormandy, symphony director - Hungary 
Gregor Piatigorsky, cellist - Russia
William Steinberg, Director, Pittsburgh Symphony - 

Germany (c. ?)
Isaac Stern, violinist - Russia (derivative citizenship) 
Leopold Stokowski - England
Igor Stravinsky, composer - Russia
George Szell, symphony conductor - Czechoslovakia 

Joseph Szigeti, violinist - Hungary
Kurt Weinhold, Manager, Columbia Artists - Germany

Miscellaneous

Elizabeth Arden - Canada (c. ?)
Desi Arnaz - Cuba
Bernt Balchen, explorer - Norway
Sonja Henie, ice skater - Norway
Sol Hurok - Russia
George Mardikian,, restaurateur - Armenia
Miriam Makeba, folk singer - South Africa (c. ?)

--------- ---- ---------- —----------------------------------- --------—................... ........ ............................ .... 1



Miscellaneous (continued)

James Reston - Scotland (derivative citizenship)
Admiral Hyman G. Rickover - Poland
Harry Scherman, Chairman, Book of the Month Club

Canada (c. ?)
Pauline Trigere, dress designer - France (c. ?)

—■—- -—-.................. 11 - - -..........-................ .. ......................—.... ......... .. 1



FOR ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON

Septembe4 29, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR

Jack Valenti

Complying with your request, I am 
enclosing a list of ethnic organizations 
and individuals who are active in the 
immigration and refugee field.

Also attached is a list of the most 
important ethnic publications.

Please let me know if I can be of 
any further assistance.

Michel Cieplinski
Deputy Assistant Secretary



September 24, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR -

Larry O’Brien:

Would you be drawing together now without giving
it any publicity a list of the best possible repre­
sentation of ethnic groups to be at the signing of 
the Immigration Bill.

Let’s assume that we will sign this Bill around
i October second or third which would mean we ought 

to be getting *?ut  invitations three or four days in 
advance.

- ■ •{

Jack Valenti

i.

i
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September 24, 1965

t

MEMORANDUM for
A

■<?

jack Valenti

0

J V: mw

Mitch Cie plinski:

V/ould you be drawing together now ’without giving 
it any publicity a list of the best possible repre­
sentation of ethnic groups to bo at the signing of 
the Immigration Bill.

■f: •• -ii’• .«,•

Let’s assume that we will sign this Bill around 
October second or third which would mean we ought 
to be getting out invitations three or four days in 
advance.

- ”• ...   "U-.,. .T/"----- ---------------------------------- - --------------- -- ------------- '-------------- ——" "

• ■
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■

The President has asked me to extend to you an invitation to

attend the signing of the Immigration Bill on Liberty Island, •X

this wire at the boat named Miss Circle Line at Statue of

-L.
Liberty Boat?*  Pier, Battery Park Seawall, South Ferry, New

return telegram if your schedule will permit you to attend

i

M. Flttv,

---————-----

•W-

-S.r'jS

- <(?;«. cE 
j ;

• •

York City, no later than 1:45 p.m. Please advise me by 

Jack Valenti
Special Assistant to the

MM

5'‘X-
! ■ -k

■f" ■ ’*!' >
i ■ " • •
** -J’■>’s>. j •

WO

New Jersey, cn Sunday, October 3, 1965. You should present

M
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j

St

Mrs. Ruth Murphy 
X Regency Hotel

&H 61st and Park
New York City

.

Or. R. Norris Wilson

Invitations to the Immigration Bill signing have been sent to 
the following people: 

. ■ •I X .. . > 1 ' :
X

Morris Abram
William S. 'Bernard y
Albert O. Chernin y
Jules Cohen
Edgar "Chandler
Rev. ^Donanzan
Edward J/ Ennis

Xp stein
.1 N.xGold

Renns thyKeating
Sidney zLi skof sky
ReadXewis
Ruth Murphy
Janies "MacCracken
IsaiahAMinkoff
Jacob S.xPotofsky
Sol’Rabkin v
Francis C. Shane
Rev1 Joi in W. Schaue
Richard F.,’Smith

■'. - ' ..
’ib-■

Saturday, October 2

Jack Valenti
Special Assistant to the President

—-- ----- ------------ ----- ------------ -
■
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October 2 1965

I

to lunch with foreign ministers

t ■ LKI j.

NoYes

Jack Valenti

OCT 4 1535.
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Secretary Husk begs permission 
and finance ministers on Sunday.

Nothing
Central_____

..aj'ZL-i -«kr "ir\- '•'

The Secretary asks if Harriman may ride to New York on your 
plane, in place of the Secretary?

is

1-
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else sent to
Files 5rs of 

-   —  

-

MR. PRESIDENT

He would miss the bill signing at Liberty Island,

He suggests that Av er ell 5-Iarriman represent the State Department 
at this signing -- since he is the logical man, as a former governor 
and one who has manifested great interest in the immigration bill.

EXECUTli



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

October 6, 1965
5:38 p. m.

‘October 5. J965CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE25128

The Senator (Jennings Randolph) wanted 
you to see the attached. It was in the 
Congressional Record on October 5.

Mr. President:

PRESIDENT JOHNSON HELPS TO 
BRIGHTEN THE TORCH OF LIB­
ERTY
Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, we 

all know how important it is for a lead­
er to lift the spirits of a people.

When President Johnson signed the 
immigration bill at the historic site of 
the Statue of Liberty, one could sense 
that he was helping the famed Lady of 
Liberty hold the torch, and help it bum 
more brightly.

This is a spirit which he endows in so 
many of the people: a spirit that the 
man counts, that a man must be judged 
by his'own worth, and not what country 
he or his forefathers have come from to 
our Nation.

The inscription on the statue is sym­
bolic, welcoming as it does the tired, the 
poor, those "yearning to be free.”

Here, a man can breathe the air of 
freedom—and share responsibility with 
fellow citizens.

As the President said, the days of un­
limited immigration are past, but the 
new act, which I supported, will mean 
that those in the future who come will 
be here because of what they are, and 
not because of the particular land in 
which they were born.

I emphasize our separate and shared 
responsibility. The father of our coun­
try, George Washington in essence, 
wrote: “Citizens, by birth or choice of a 
common country, that country should 
concentrate your affection.”

...... !
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It

546 Remar

called the Congress here this

1037

?

k

afternoon not only to mark a very historic 
occasion, but to settle a very old issue that 
is in dispute. That issue is, to what con­
gressional district does Liberty Island really 
belong—Congressman Farbstein or Con­
gressman Gallagher? It will be settled by

be available as they are made.
But I want you to know that this is more 

than just a report on action taken and action 
contemplated.

It is also a request for help.
The task of creating a more beautiful

in which to live, is not and cannot be the job 
of the Federal Government alone. We must 
have the enthusiasm, the concern, and the 
cooperation of every level of government— 
States, counties, cities, and precincts.

I believe that the American people share 
our feelings. I believe that they want a , 
beautiful country. And I believe that they 
will respond to the challenge which we have 
set—to make this the most beautiful nation 
on earth.
note: The text of the report is printed in the Weekly 
Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 1, 
P-357)-

For the President’s message to Congress of Febru­
ary 8, 1965, on the conservation and restoration of 
natural beauty, see Item 54..

For the annual message to Congress on the State 
of the Union, see Item 2.

For the President’s remarks to the delegates to 
the White House Conference on Natural Beauty, see 
Item 277.

?. 
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couraging report because 
concrete progress is being made. ' ’

Among other things, it reflects the plans

Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965 Oct. 3 [546]
W-. . ■

indicates that ■ ~ And yet it is only a beginning. It is a 
first step.

I have asked those who prepared this re- 
to make this Capital the Nation’s showcase. > port to continue to report to me, on a regular 

It outlines what is being done to beautify basis, the progress which they have made in 
locations that range from such diverse areas this all-important area. These reports will 
as New York City to the great open spaces 
of the West. ' .?

It indicates in strong fashion that research 
and training are important tools to be used 
in giving natural beauty a foothold in both 
urban and rural environments.

It sums up what we have done thus far to America, of making it a more pleasant place 
promote natural beauty in the countryside, 
to retain and improve our scenic and historic 
sites, and to preserve our wildlife.

It notes the action we have taken to offer 
improved outdoor recreation to more of our 
people. i-

It details our activities to improve our wa­
ter and waterways as useful and yet beautiful 
natural resources, and our plans for con­
trolling pollution of streams and rivers.

It points up what we have done and what 
we intend to do to make our vast network 
of highways not only useful but beautiful.

There is much more.
This report reflects action that ranges from 

schools and classrooms to local neighbor­
hood projects, from the disposal of refuse 
and waste products to the use of trash and 
garbage as fuels for operating desalting 
plants.

e Signing of the Immigration Bill, Liberty Island, 
New York. October 3,1965

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Am- 
bassador Goldberg, distinguished Members 
of the leadership of the Congress, distin­
guished Governors and mayors, my fellow 
countrymen:

We have

11 1 -- 1....



[546] Oct. 3 Public Papers of the Presidents

whoever of the two can walk first to the 
top of the Statue of Liberty.

This bill that we will sign today is not a 
revolutionary bill. It does not affect the 
lives of millions. It will not reshape the 
structure of our daily lives, or really add 
importantly to either our wealth or our 
power.

Yet it is still one of the most important 
acts of this Congress and of this adminis­
tration.

For it does repair a very deep and painful 
flaw in the fabric of American justice. It 
corrects a cruel and enduring wrong in the 
conduct of the American Nation.

Speaker McCormack and Congressman 
Celler almost 40 years ago first pointed that 
out in their maiden speeches in the Congress. 
And this measure that we will sign today 
will really make us truer to ourselves both 
as a country and as a people. It will 
strengthen us in a hundred unseen ways.

I have come here to thank personally each 
Member of the Congress who labored so long 
and so valiantly to make this occasion come 
true today, and to make this bill a reality. 
I cannot mention all their names, for it 
would take much too long, but my grati­
tude—and that of this Nation—belongs to 
the 89th Congress.

We are indebted, too, to the vision of the 
late beloved President John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, and to the support given to this 
measure by the then Attorney General and 
now Senator, Robert F. Kennedy.

In the final days of consideration, this 
bill had no more able champion than the 
present Attorney General, Nicholas Katzen- 
bach, who, with New York’s own “Manny” 
Celler, and Senator Ted Kennedy of Mas­
sachusetts, and Congressman Feighan of 
Ohio, and Senator Mansfield and Senator 
Dirksen constituting the leadership of the 

Senate, and Senator Javits, helped to guide 
this bill to passage, along with the help of 
the Members sitting in front of me today.

This bill says simply that from this day 
forth those wishing to immigrate to 
America shall be admitted on the basis of 
their skills and their close relationship to 
those already here.

This is a simple test, and it is a fair test. 
Those who can contribute most to this 
country—to its growth, to its strength, to its 
spirit—will be the first that are admitted to 
this land.

The fairness of this standard is so self- 
evident that we may well wonder that it 
has not always been applied. Yet the fact 
is that for over four decades the immigra­
tion policy of the United States has been 
twisted and has been distorted by the harsh 
injustice of the national origins quota 
system.

Under that system the ability of new im­
migrants to come to America depended upon 
the country of their birth. Only 3 countries 
were allowed to supply 70 percent of all 
the immigrants.

Families were kept apart because a hus­
band or a wife or a child had been born 
in the wrong place.

Men of needed skill and talent were 
denied entrance because they came from 
southern or eastern Europe or from one of 
the developing continents.

This system violated the basic principle 
of American democracy—the principle that 
values and rewards each man on the basis 
of his merit as a man.

It has been un-American in the highest 
sense, because it has been untrue to the faith 
that brought thousands to these shores even 
before we were a country.

Today, with my signature, this system is 
abolished.



ASYLUM FOR CUBAN REFUGEES

IO3O

Americans. It was for free men and for 
America that they gave their all, they gave 
their lives and selves.

By eliminating that same question as a 
test for immigration the Congress proves 
ourselves worthy of those men and worthy 
of our own traditions as a Nation.

So it is in that spirit that I declare this 
afternoon to the people of Cuba that those 
who seek refuge here in America will find it. 
The dedication of America to our traditions 
as an asylum for the oppressed is going to 
be upheld.

I have directed the Departments of State 
and Justice and Health, Education, and Wel­
fare to immediately make all the necessary 
arrangements to permit those in Cuba who 
seek freedom to make an orderly entry into 
the United States of America.

Our first concern will be with those 
Cubans who have been separated from their 
children and their parents and their hus­
bands and their wives and that are now in 
this country. Our next concern is with 
those who are imprisoned for political 
reasons.

And I will send to the Congress tomorrow 
a request for supplementary funds of $12,- 
600,000 to carry forth the commitment that 
I am making today.

I am asking the Department of State to 
seek through the Swiss Government im­
mediately the agreement of the Cuban Gov-
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We can now believe that it will never again Men there are dying—men named Fernan- 
shadow the gate to the American Nation '7 dez and Zajac and Zelinko and Mariano and 
with the twin barriers of prejudice and McCormick.
privilege. Neither the enemy who killed them nor

Our beautiful America was built by a na- the people whose independence they have
tion of strangers. From a hundred different fought to save ever asked them where they
places or more they have poured forth into or their parents came from. They were all
an empty land, joining and blending in one 
mighty and irresistible tide.

The land flourished because it was fed 
from so many sources—because it was nour­
ished by so many cultures and traditions and 
peoples.

And from this experience, almost unique 
in the history of nations, has come America’s 
attitude toward the rest of the world. We, 
because of what we are, feel safer and strong­
er in a world as varied as the people who 
make it up—a world where no country rules 
another and all countries can deal with the 
basic problems of human dignity arid deal 
with those problems in their own way.

Now, under the monument which has wel­
comed so many to our shores, the American 
Nation returns to the finest of its traditions

"today. ?
The days of unlimited immigration are 

past.
But those who do come will come because 

of what they are, and not because of the land 
from which they sprung.

When the earliest settlers poured into a 
wild continent there was no one to ask them 
where they came from. The only question 
was: Were they sturdy enough to make the 
journey, were they strong enough to clear the 
land, were they enduring enough to make a 
home for freedom, and were they brave 
enough to die for liberty if it became neces­
sary to do so?

And so it has been through all the great 
and testing moments of American history. 
Our history this year we see in Viet-Nam.
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ernment in a request to the President of the 
International Red Cross Committee. The 
request is for the assistance of the Commit­
tee in processing the movement of refugees 
from Cuba to Miami. Miami will serve as a 
port of entry and a temporary stopping place 
for refugees as they settle in other parts of 
this country.

And to all the voluntary agencies in the 
United States, I appeal for their continua­
tion and expansion of their magnificent 
work. Their help is needed in the reception 
and the settlement of those who choose to 
leave Cuba. Tire Federal Government will 
work closely with these agencies in their 
tasks of charity and brotherhood.

I want all the people of this great land of 
ours to know of the really enormous con­
tribution which the compassionate citizens of 
Florida have made to humanity and to 
decency. And all States in this Union can 
join with Florida now in extending the hand 
of helpfulness and humanity to our Cuban 
brothers.

The lesson of our times is sharp and clear 
in this movement of people from one land to 
another. Once again, it stamps the mark of 
failure on a regime when many of its citizens 
voluntarily choose to leave the land of their 
birth for a more hopeful home in America. 
The future holds little hope for any govern­
ment where the present holds no hope for the 
people.

And so we Americans will welcome these

A ■'. ; <;
and the golden door that she guards gleams 
more brilliantly in the light of an increased 
liberty for the people from all the countries 
of the globe.

Thank you very much.
note: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. on Liberty 
Island in New York Harbor before a group of sev­
eral hundred guests who had crossed to the island by 
boat for the ceremony. In his opening words he 
referred to Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey, 
Representative John W. McCormack of Massachu­
setts, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Arthur J. Goldberg, U.S. Representative to the 
United Nations.

During his remarks the President referred to Rep­
resentative Leonard Farbstein of New York, Repre­
sentative Cornelius E. Gallagher of New Jersey, 
Representative Emanuel Celler of New York, Sena­
tor Robert F. Kennedy of New York, Attorney Gen­
eral Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy of Massachusetts, Representative Michael 
A. Feighan of Ohio, Senator Mike Mansfield of 
Montana, majority leader of the Senate, Senator 
Everett M. Dirksen of Illinois, minority leader of the 
Senate, and Senator Jacob K. Javits of New York.

As enacted, the immigration bill (H.R. 2580) is 
Public Law 89-236 (79 Stat. 911).

In late September Cuban Premier Fidel Castro 
had announced that Cubans with families in the 
United States would be permitted to emigrate. The 
first of these refugees began arriving in Florida by 
small boat on October 7, and by October 18 the 
number had exceeded 700.

On October 31, 1965, the President approved the 
Supplemental Appropriation Act, 1966, which in­
cluded an additional sum of $12,600,000 for the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare for 
assistance to refugees in the United States (Public 
Law 89-309, 79 Stat. 1133).

On February 15, 1966, the White House made 
public a report to the President from Attorney Gen­
eral Katzenbach which stated in part, “Although 
the Act has been in effect only two months, it has

Public Papers of the Presidents

Cuban people. For the tides of history run 
strong, and in another day they can return 
to their homeland to find it cleansed of terror 
and free from fear.

Over my shoulders here you can see Ellis 
Island, whose vacant corridors echo today the 
joyous sound of long ago voices.

And today we can all believe that the lamp 
of this grand old lady is brighter today—

already reunited hundreds of families through its 
preferential admissions policy for aliens with close 
relatives in the United States. . . . Another 9,268 
refugees from Cuba arrived in the United States 
during 1965. Of these, 3,349 came in December 
via the airlift arranged by the United States and 
the Cuban governments. Some 104,430 resident 
aliens were naturalized as American citizens during 
the year.” The text of the report is printed in the 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (voL 
2, p. 220).

See also Items 601,618.


