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[COMMITTEE PRINT] 

INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

(Testimony of William E. Morris) 

FRIDAY, JUNE 29, 1962 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 

Washing ton, D .0. 
The subcommittee met in executive session 1 at 10 :27 a.m., in room 

1537, New House Office Building, Hon. L. H. Fountain ( chairman 
of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives L. H. Fountain, Neal Smith, Florence P. 
Dwyer, and Odin Langen. 

Also present : James R. Na ugh ton, counsel; Daniel A. Kavanaugh, 
assistant counsel; Herbert B. 1Varburton, minority counsel; Miles Q. 
Romney, associate general counsel, Government Oper,ations Com­
mittee; Philip Carlson, minority counsel, Government Operations 
Committee; and Edward Hanna, certified public accountant, General 
Accounting Office. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Let the subcommittee come to order. 
Let the record show that a quorum is present. 
Under the rules of the House of Representatives, the Committee 

on Government Operations, as I haYe pointed out .a number of times, 
has responsibility for studying the operation of Government activi­
ties at all levels with respect to economy and efficiency. That respon­
sibility, insofar as it relates to the Department of Agriculture and 
certain other departments and .agencies, has been delegated by the 
committee to the Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee. 

Our hearing today in executive session is for the purpose of ob­
taining information concerning operations of the Department of 
Agriculture. ,v e are primarily concerned at the present time with 
operations involving Billie Sol Estes. 

The subcommittee is trying to ascertain, among other things, 
whether or not Billie Sol Estes received preferential treatment and 
whether or not he had reason to expect he could get preferential 
treatment, even if he did not actually receive it. 

Rule X, section 26 ( m), 0£ the House of Representatives, relating 
to procedures of committees, reads as follows : 

If the committee determines that evidence or testimony at an investigative 
hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person, it shall (1) 

1 This portion of the hearings were held in executive session. Subsequently the sub­
committee ordered the transcript released. 
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2 INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

receive such evidence or testimony in executive session, (2) afford such person 
an opportunity voluntarily to appear as a witness, and ( 3) receive and dispose 
of requests from such persons to subpena additional witnesses. 

I am not at all certain that any evidence or testimony we will take 
today will actually tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate ~my per­
son. However, in view of the area to be covered by our questions and 
the differences of opinion that sometimes exist as to the meaning of 
the phrase "defame, degrade, or incriminate," we on the committee 
have thought it best to take testimony in executive session today. 

1Ve have Mr. William E. Morris present this morning. I think the 
record should show that Mr. Morris is here voluntarily at the request 
of the committee. 

Mr. Morris, will you raise your right hand, please? Do you sol­
emnly swear that the testimony you are about to give to this subcom­
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothmg but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM E. MORRIS, F0RJ\,lER EMPLOYEE, 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE; ACCOMPANIED BY FRANK H. 
STRICKLER, COUNSEL 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, would you please give us a brief sum­
mary of your personal background up to the time you first came to 
Washington? 

Before you do that, let the record also show that Mr. Morris is ac­
companied by counsel, Mr. Frank H. Strickler. 

Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Chairman, I am 1Villiam E. Morris. I was born 
in Powder River County, Mont., on a homestead. After the loss of my 
father we moved back to Oklahoma, from whence my parents had 
come. I grew up in Oklahoma, attended public schools, and Tulsa 
Business College. 

There is nothing significant about my early life except I worked as 
a caddy as a vVestern UnJon messenger; I ran an elevator in a two­
story b\i'ilding one time, which people find kind of hard to believe. 

I came to Washington on savings and two or three businessmen, and 
one teacher who had confidence in me, loaned me money to come to 
1V ashington. 

I came to Washino-ton with Congressman 1Ves]ey Disney, who was 
the ConoTessman fr~m that district, and worked without compensa­
tion in his office until I could find my first Government job. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVould you please outline for us briefly any and all 
Government jobs which you have held, other th3:n with t~1e Depar~men 
o:f Agriculture and the House of Representatives, which we will go 
into later. 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. . 
My first appointment was at EO-1, $1,080 a year, m the Depart­

ment of Labor as an underclerk. I worked in the Department of La­
bor Employment Service, for several years. From. there I went to 
the 'office of Information in the Department of the A~11:-y-Depar~m~nt 
of War at that time. From there I went to the M:antnne Commission 
as a nersonnel officer. From there I went back to the Employment 
Servi~e, which was then the War Manpower Commission, in the Vet­
erans Employment Service. 
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Each of these changes was for a promotion .. I ~orked up to As­
sistant Chief of the Veterans Employment Service, ti9e IV of the GI 
bill. And from there, the Veterans Employment Service, I went to the 
Bureau of Veterans Reemployment Rights as_ field r~presentative_ for 
a group of Southwestern States. I left that Job~ resig~ed,_ to go_ mto 
business and I proved that a bureaucrat could11't survive m busmess 
and I lo~t all the money we had_ saved in the jewelry and gift b_usiness. 

I came back to Government m the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
in the manpower end of it during the Korean war, and you have my 
record with the Appropriations Committee and Congressman H. Carl 
Andersen of Minnesota; and then was reinstated in the Department 
of Agriculture a year ago March 1. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. 1Vhen did you go with Mr. Andersen? Was that 
before you went with the Department of Agriculture? . 

Mr. l\foRRIS. No, sir. I was with the Department of Agriculture 
in 1950, 1951, along in there. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. ""\Vas that when you first went with the Department 
of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. How did you happen to go to work there? 
Mr. MORRIS. I canvassed the departments, and in Agriculture they 

had this manpower problem arising out of the Korean war, and they 
had put together a small manpower staff. Cong!'e~sma~ Stigl~r, of 
Oklahoma had recommended me to the then admmistrative assistant ' . secretary. I don't recall ln? name. . 

A man named Jerry Tichenor circulated me all over the ~epar~­
ment. I had interviews for several days and finally landed m t~ns 
spot where they had a vacancy, needed somebody, and I was rem­
stated there. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. 1Vhat were your duties there? . 
Mr. MoRRIS. Working on the manpower problems of ~gnculture. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. 1Vhat were the circumstances under wlnch you left 

the Department the first time? . 
Mr. MoRRis. That was in a reduction in force, followmg the change 

of administration. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. When you left the Department did you then go to 

work for the House Appropriations Committ~e? . . . 
Mr. MoRRIS. As I recall, I was separated m this reduct10n m force 

sometime in April or May of 1953, I guess it_was. And the next _day 
I went in the insurance business, the only thmg that I could go mto 
quickly. 

Congressman Andersen then recommen~e1 me to l\1_r. Taber for 
appointment as consultant to the Appropnat10ns _Committee the n~xt 
year. I worked that year for the House Comnnttee on Appropria­
tions as a consultant making a survey of the U.S. Department of Ag­
riculture, or participating in a survey. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat were the circumstances under which you I"ett 
the Appropriations Committee? 

Mr. MoRRIS. That was another change of administration in the 
Congress. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. What year was that~ 
Mr. MORRIS. That would be 1954. You see that was the 83d Con­

gress, at the end of that Congress; as a matter of fact, we made this 



4 INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

survey under the direction of Mr. Taber, but we submitted our re­
port to Mr. Cannon. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you then go to work immediately for Con­
gressman Andersen? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. It was some few months later. As a matter 
of fact, I went back in the insurance business and if you will recall, sir, 
there was a controv~r~y between tl;1e House and Senate in the closing 
days over some additional clerk-lure n1.oney for the House side and 
Mr. Andersen had offered me a job but I didn't feel I could take the 
job at the salary that was then available. 

The day after Congress resolved that issue and provided additional 
clerk hire, I went to work for Congressman Andersen. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. ·what were your duties with Congressman Ander-
sen? vVere you the first assistant? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Administrative assistant? 
Mr._ MORRIS. Yes, sir. Incidentally, I did not go in at the top salary 

but with the money he had available, the additional money, it made it 
possible for me to take the job. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Please outline for the committee the circumstances 
under which you left Congressman Andersen's office and again went 
to work for the Depa.rtment of Agriculture. 

Mr. MORRIS. I. heard in December, January, along in there, that 
Emery Jacobs, with whom I had worked previously, and whom I had 
knmyn 10 years, I suppose, ;vas coming back into the Department of 
Agriculture. As a matter of fact, there ,rnre rumors arom1d that he 
was coming in as Und~r Secretary, Assistant Secretary. 

So I got m touch with Mr. Jacobs and said if he did come back into 
the Department I would like to work for him. And when Mr. Jacobs 
came back into the Department he called me up and asked me to come 
to work for him. 

As a ma~ter of fact, I worked the last 2 days of February without 
compensat1011 so that I wouldn't have to return the check and so forth. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did you ha.veto be recommended for that job? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. It was straight civil service. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Straight civil service? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I was eligible for reinstatement at the grade. 
Mr. Fou~TAIN. _vVhat were the circumstances under ,vhich you be-

came a~sociated with ~r. Ralph? In other words, when did you first 
meet him, how well chd you know him before you went to work for 
him, and so forth? 

~r. MORRIS. I met him very c~sually in mid-March, I would say, 
commg back from an area meetmg at Denver. We flew back on a 
chartered MATS p]ane. I just met him, that was all. I don't think 
I saw him_ again until Mr. Jacobs called me at home on Sunday and 
asked me if I were offered the job, would I consider going to work 
as Dr. Ralph's assistant. I said, "No." He said, wait a minute, 
that is why I called you at home, because I want you to think it over 
very carefully before you say, "Yes" or "No." 

I agreed to thin~ it over and the next morning I said if they wanted 
met~ take the _assignment, I would. And that was the beginning of 
workmg part time for Dr. Ralph and then eventually beino- assio·ned 
to him as his confidential assistant. 

0 0 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhen did you first meet Mr. Jacobs? And how 
long have you known him? 

Mr. MORRIS. I had known Mr. Jacobs since 1950, I guess. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Under what circumstances have you known him? 
Mr. MORRIS. I met him in Oklahoma at that time. I was not in a 

Government job at the time. He was field representative or area 
director or something for the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Had you been associated with him in any way, or 
had other contacts with him prior to the time you went back to work 
for the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRIS. This last reinstatement? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. This last tim.e. 
Mr. MORRIS. Only exchange of Christmas cards and occasionally 

he would come up with a Farmers Union tour and he would either 
always call us or come by my wife's office and say hello. I suppose I 
talked to him three or four times during that 8-year period. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Were you close personal friends or casual friends? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir; we had been. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You had visited back and forth between each 

other's homes ? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir; I had stayed over in his home and I think 

he stayed in mine. I am not sure. He has eaten dinner with us many 
times. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. v\That were your duties while you were working for 
Dr. Ralph or under him? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Chairman, the best way I can describe that posi­
tion is that it was almost identical to the position of an administrative 
assistant in a Congressman's office. It was personal to him, handling 
congressional calls-he was away a great amount of the time on 
speaking trips-and reviewing correspondence that came through the 
office, and generally serving him. 

I remarked many times I couldn't distinguish between that job and 
the job of an administrative assistant to a Congressman; very much 
like it, sir. 

My first assignment, sir, was in the office of the Southwest Area 
Director. That was a temporary housing assignment. And the first 
official assignment I had on March 1, when I went on the payroll, 
was to go to Texas to interview applicants or candidates for appoint­
ment to the State ASC Committee. It was then the CSS Coim11.ittee. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Who is Mr. Tom:Miller? 
Mr. MORRIS. Tom Miller is the Acting Southwest Area Director. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat were the circumstances, Mr. Morris, under 

which you left the Department? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I was informed on Monday, April 16, that I had been 

dismissed for my failure to be in the office that day. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. For your failure to be in the office that day? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. "\Vas that the only reason given for your dismissal? 
Mr. MORRIS. Dr. Ralph came by and told me I had been fired. I 

read in the papers, and heard on the radio and television, that Tom 
Hughes had announced that I had been dismissed for not ma.king 
myself available for questioning. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Had you been contacted and requested to be avail-
able for consultation? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVho made the contact with you? 
M:. MoRRIS. A representa.tive of the Department came out Friday 

evenmg. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVho was the representative? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't recall his name, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you know what his position was? 
Mr. MORRIS. He was from the Department personnel office. 
Mr. STRICKLER. Arliss? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, I think it was another man. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. vVhat did he say to you? 
Mr. MoRRIS. He brought. a letter, handed it to me and said, "I have 

done my duty," and left. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. "'\iV as his name Robert H. Anthony? 
Mr. MORRIS. That might have been the man, yes. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. He handed you a letter? 
Mr. MORRIS. I am not certain of his name. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. He didn't ask any questions? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat were the contents of the letter? 
Mr. MORRIS. The letter said in effect that I should call Mr. Baker. 

John A. Baker, and tell him my schedule for the weekend, where f 
would be, in case they wanted to get in touch with me, and that I 
should report to him Monday morning at 9 a.m. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you report to him on Monday morning at 
9a.m.? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I called in by telephone, called my secretary and said 
I would be late coming in. I did not go in, sir. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You did not go in? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Why didn't you go in? 
Mr. MORRIS. Several reasons, sir. One of them was that I had 

reached the point in this experience that I felt I needed advice, and 
I went at 9 a.m., or 9 :30, or thereabouts, to see Mr. Strickler, to get 
his counsel as to what I should do. 

As part of the background for my predicam.ent, I had been re­
quested, sir, by several people who "~ere innocently associated with 
Mr. Estes, to not say anything about it, and I am so constituted, sir, 
that I had only two courses open, one was to go in and say everything 
about everybody that I knew, and the other was to take the risk myself, 
and I went to Mr. Strickler to get his advice on what I should do. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. v\Then you said "innocently associated," you had in 
mind people who knew Mr. Estes or had been associated with him? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. And you were fearful it might be construed that 

something improper had gone on between them? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Not improper, sir. By that time it was quite clear 

to me that anyone who had been in any way associated with Mr. Estes 
would be maligned. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. So you say your main reason for not going was 
that you didn't want to be put in the position of having to mention 
names of people who had been innocently associated with him 1 
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Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. I had nothing to fear myself, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You had nothing to fear yourself? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. No other personal reasons for not showing up?' 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
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Mr. FOUNTAIN. Mr. K a~1ghton, since you, along with the minority 
counsel for the full committee, Mr. Carlson, have had an opportunity 
to interview Mr. Morris previously, I believe I will ask you to con­
tinue the questioning at this point; then we will supplement your 
questions wherever \T"e think it is necessary. 

Mr. )foRRIS. Mr. Chairman, I might say on that Monday morning 
I had reached the point of no return as far as I personally was con­
cerned. I hadn't slept for two or three nights. I don't think I had 
eate~ for 3 days. I had reached the point where I could not de­
termme my own proper course. I frankly couldn't, sir. 

Mr. Fou~TAIN. M:r. Naughton? 
Mr. ~AUGHTON. M:r. Morris, \Yill you give us a little more detail 

concermng the nature of the survey you conducted, or participated in, 
for the House Appropriations Committee? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Naughton, I don't believe I ever saw the directive, 
but I understo<?d f~om Harris Houston, the staff director, that it 
was a blanket directrve to make a survey of the Department of Agri­
culture. 

Congressman Andersen's primary concern was the care and custody 
of CCC commodities. And we ,,ent rather deeply into that area, but 
we did undertake a survey of the whole Department of Agriculture. 
·we didn't knowingly miss any area of the Department. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you participate in the whole area covered by 
the survey, or did you specialize in one part of it while other parts 
were covered by other staff members? 

Mr. MORRIS. "\iV e generally worked as a team. 
Mr. NAUGHTOK. How many were there on it? 
Mr. MoRRIS. There were four or five. It fluctuated a bit. I think 

there was a consultant from one of the rubber companies or somebody 
who was there with us in the beginning but later left. But we worked 
largely as a team. ·we always went out, two of us together. 

Mr. NAUGHTO~. And was this work under Congressman Andersen 
as chairman of the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. The investigative staff of the Appropriations 
Committee works under the staff director who reports only to the 
chairman of the full committee. You do not get direction from sub­
committee chafrmen or ranking members. You get your direction 
from the staff director, and he in turn from the chairman. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. You have indicated that this involved the care and 
custody of Commodity Credit Corporation inventories. Did that in­
clude a fair amount of concentration on grain storage? 

Mr. MORRIS. Grain storage, perishable commodities, any of the com­
~od~ties that were stored. 1V e went into refrigerated warehouses, 
bm sites. 
. Mr: NAUGHTON. Did this give you an opportunity to become famil­
~ar w1t~1 procedures of the Department in general and grain storage 
m particular? 
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Mr. MoRRis. Become generally familiar. You can',t esyen in a. year 
make a survey of the whole U.S. Department of .Agriculture, and 
become expert in any area of it. It's too monstrous: . 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you travel to the Comn~od1ty Offices? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I visited the Dallas Commodity office, as I recall, 

and I visited the Minneapolis Commodity of_fice. ~ _ 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you become acquamted -rn.th Mr. Mosely at 

that time? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. I think I lrne~, him before, as I recall .. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. ,vhat is the nature, the extent of your relation­

ship with Mr. Mosely? Did you know him well? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I just know him well enough that we know each ?t11;er. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Have you seen him since your latest association 

with the Department? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Are you sure you have not seen 1\Ir. 1\fosely in 

Dallas? . 
Mr. MoRRis. Since I left the Departrn.ent? . . 
Mr. NAUGHTO:N". Not since you left the ~ep~rtment, but smce-­
Mr. MoRRIS. You said since my latest asso?rn~ion._ 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Since your latest association m the Department. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, I saw Mr. Mosely s_everal times. . 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you ever mention Mr. Estes to Mr. 1\fosely, or 

did you introduce--
Mr. MORRIS. I introduced him. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Whatwerethecircumstancesofthat? . 
Mr. MORRIS. Dr. Ralph and I were at Dallas, at some ~orn.mod1ty 

meetings, and Mr. Estes was in and ou~. As ~ recall tlns was the 
peanut meeting. Mr. Mosely ·was standmg by m the ho_pe that Dr. 
Ralph could come over a1:d make a tour of the Commodity office. 

I think when the meetmg broke up, as we walked out, as ~est I 
can recall, Mr. Estes was t~1ere, Mr. :Mosely was tl1;_ere, an_d I mtro­
ducecl them, as you would mtroduce anybody sta1;dmg bes_1de-­

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was Dr. Ralph there at the time you mtroduced 
Mr. Estes to Mr. Mosely? . . 

Mr. MORRIS. I think we were out m the !1.otel corridor when these 
introductions took place. I think the meetmg had broken up. I am 
not sure, Mr. N aughto?-· . 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Tlns was m September.of ~961? , 
Mr. Moirnis. yes, sir. That had no s1gmficance t? me so _I don t 

remember the precise details. It was a matter of mtroducmg· one· 
person to another. . 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you make any comment to_ Mr. Mosely a~_ that 
time to the effect that Mr. Estes was in the gram storage busmess, 
or that he was a good Democrat, or any other comment othe-r than 
just-- . 

Mr. MoRRIS. I think I did, yes sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Whatdidyousa_y~ . 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't recall precisely what I sa1~; _exce~t I would 

have introduced him as a good frie~d of t_he adm_1mstrat10~1, of the 
Department. I would have given 1nm a little bmldup which I be-
lieve I did. 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. Would you have said: "This is Mr. Estes; he is 
doing a lot of grain storage and he is a good Democra.t and a friend 
of the ad.ministration ; take good care of him" ? 

Mr. MoRRis. That doesn't sound like my language. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. "\Vould that have been the implication? 
Mr. FoUNTAIN. Don't put words in his mouth. Let him tell you 

what he did say. . 
Mr. MoRrus. I don't recall. I had no conscious effort to do anything 

other than introduce him properly as a man who is associated with the 
team, the Department. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did that mean he should get preferred considera­
tion from Mr. Mosely~ 

Mr. MoRRis. Not in my judgment; no, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you say anything to Mr. Mosely that should 

have been construed as an attempt to indicate that Mr. Estes should 
receive preferred consideration in connection with his grain storage 
operations or any other business activities with the Commodity Credit 
Corporation? 

Mr. MORRIS. I can't say how Mr. Mosely would construe the in­
troduction, but I certainly had no intention, and I don't recall saying 
anything that any person would so construe. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Right at that point, before Mr. Naughton proceeds; 
I believe you were in the process of making the statement and got into 
something else. "\V' as Mr. Mosely in and out of Mr. Estes' office? 

Mr. MoRRIS. This was a room in the hotel where we had been meet­
ing with the peanut people. Mr. Estes had been in the room, listening. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. In and out of the room? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. My best recollection of this introduction 

was simply when the meeting broke up and people were milling 
a.round, I said, "Mr. Mosely, do you know Mr. Estes?" something to 
that effect, probably, and I told him who Mr. Estes was. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You also said he was a good friend of the Depart-
ment? 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes,sir. 
Mr. FouNT.AIN. vVhat did you mean by that? 
Mr. MoRRis. He was a member of our Cotton Advisory Committee. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. He was on the Cotton Advisory Committee at that 

time? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you say anything else to indicate that he was 

a good friend of the Department except in that capacity? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall saying anything else; no, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. So when you said he was a good friend of the De-

partment, you meant that he was associated with the Department? 
Mr. MoRRis. He was--
Mr. FouNTAIN .. And interested in the work of the Department? 
Mr. MORRIS. He was a part of our family. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Part of your fami'ly? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Go ahead. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I assure you I had no purpose other than introducing 

people, as you do at a political meeting if you are standing there with 
people on one side of you and on the other. You introduce them and 
say nice ,things like that. That was my only purpose. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. I think we understand a lot of these thino-s but we 
have to ask the questions, as you can appreciate, to get it on th~ record. 

Mr. MoRRis. I can orrly speak for what my intent or purpose wou1ld 
be, or was, and I had no intent other than to introduce people. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Go ahead. • 
Mr. NAUGHTON. As I understand it, in 1952, or early 1953 when 

t~e admini~t1;atio°: changed and the Republicans took over the na­
tional admimstrat10n, you were released on a reduction in force at 
that time from the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Then you went to work for the ConQTess which 

-was at that time controHed by the Republicans? 
0 

' 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. N~uGHTON. Then when the Democrats took over Congress you 

were agam released?· 
Mr. MoRRis. No. I was looking for a job back in Government. 
M:r. NAUGHTON. I am talking now about the circumstances of your 

leavmg the House Appropriaitions Committee. 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir; I was again released. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. So you seem to have been in the position of being 

out no matter which party took over. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Well, I have no complaints. It is one of the risks you 

run when you are in a job thathaspolitical--
~1:-NAUGHTON. In other W?rds, you had jobs which depended on 

politics to some extent for their tenure under both parties? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir; but I didn't expect to make a career of this 

work for the Appropriations Committee, because traditionally the Ap­
propriations Committee rotates its investigators. I had no expecta­
tion to make a career of it. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Chairman, at that point: The reduction in force 
did it have 1anything to do with politics? ' 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know, sir. 
_M1:. SMITH. _I mean when you have a reduction in force, if you faU 

withm a certam category, regardless of your politics, you leave, don't 
you? 

Mr. MoRRis. You see, sir, I was in a civil service job. 
Mr. SMITH. Yes. 
Mr. MoRRis. But under the "Whitten rider I had been reinstated 

during one of the periods of the ""\iVhitten rider and I did not-was not 
reinstated with my permanent status. I have permanent classified 
status. But during the Korean war Mr. Whitten did not want to~ 
while the boys were overseas fighting-let those behind get ownership 
on the Government jobs. 

Mr. SMITH. So in the force reduction, the temporaries went? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I have no complaints about the reduction in 

force. No criticism. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Would it be accurate then that your jobs, as far 

as you were concerned, have not been political ? In other words, you 
have had civil service jobs, and you had a nonpolitical status with 
the House Appropriations Committee? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Sir, from my first job I got that first 30-day appoint­
ment because of the marks I made on an examination down in the 
District of Columbia Employment Service. Even that first one, that 
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30-day appointment, was not political. I have not been politically 
sponsored either in the appointments I have received or in the promo­
tions I have received. I have largely worked my way up step by step. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. How did you happen to wind up-are you a Demo­
crat? Or has anyone asked you that? 

Mr. MORRIS. I am a registered Democrat; yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How did you happen to go to work for Congress­

man Andersen? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I knew Congressman Andersen through Congress­

man Stigler. He was an outstanding man. Congressman Andersen 
was Congressman Stigler's favorite Republican. They worked to­
gether on the subcommittee. Through Mr. Stigler's high praise of 
Congressman Andersen rmd their association I had gotten acquainted 
with Congressman Andersen. And when I was separated in this 
reduction in force I knew Congressman Andersen and I told him 
about it. As I recall, I asked him to not press it, let it go, I would 
make a living. It didn't distress me too much. And then Congress­
man Andersen asked me i:f I wanted to come to work with him. 
Frankly, he didn't have enough clerk hire available, and I .didn't think 
it wise to take a job at $6,000 or $7,000 a year, and I didn't go to work 
for Mr. Andersen until Congress provided additional clerk hire, and 
I went to work for him the next day. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. At this point, for the record, I think we all know 
it, but we will ask you: From your experience, the fact that you have 
civil service statn~, rega.rdless of -what happens in elections and who 
has control of the executive or the legislative branch, that status does 
enable you to get a job with the GoYernment much easier, does it 
not? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir, because they couldn't hire you for many jobs 
-unless you were either on a civil service register, one of the top three, 
-or eligible for reinstatement with competitive classified status. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. ·when didyoufirstmeetMr. Estes~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. On that March 1-well, I believe I met him on March 

1, 1961. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. "\Vould you give us the circumstances under which 

you met him? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I had a prearranged schedule of interviews by tele­

phone calls from Washington asking the candidates for appointment 
to meet me at the airports along the way. Texas is a big State. If 
you want to interview 12 people all over Texas, they have to come 
partway. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. These were candidates for position on the Texas 
State ASC Committee? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. There -was a candidate at Pecos, Tex., who 
had been called, and asked to meet me at the airport at Midland­
Odessa, the nearest airport. It was there that I met Mr. Estes, who 
was in the company of this candida.te for appointment. 

Mr.NAUGHTON. vVho was this candidate? 
Mr. MORRIS. William Mattox-Bill Mattox. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Would you describe for us what happened when 

your plane landed at Pecos? 
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Mr. MoRRis. When I landed there the same pattern took place at 
each of these airports. We had to ask each other who we were, and 
I met Mr. Mattox. · He was waiting there when I got off the plane. 
We sat down and had a cup of coffee there in the airport terminal. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was anyone else there? How did Mr. Estes. 
happen to be with Mr. Mattox? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't happen to recall whether I was introduced to 
him right off the bat or not. He was there with a group of men. As 
I recall, they sat over at another table and had coffee while Mr. Mattox 
and I sat at a table, the two of us, and had coffee. He had flown Mr. 
Mattox over in his plane. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. vVhat was the nature of Mr. Estes' association with 
Mr. Mattox at that time, as you understood it? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't recall any association except he had flown him 
over for this interview. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. vVhy ha.d he flown him over? Were they friends? 
Mr. MoRRis. They were neighbors. The city of Pecos isn't a big 

city and most people know each other. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Before we get back--
Mr. MORRIS. I know nothing a,bout how they arranged the flight 

over, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Before getting hack to Mr. Estes, how well do you 

personaHy know Mr. Mattox now, or through your association with 
Estes? 

Mr. MoRRis. Casually. I have seen him two or three times. Three 
or four times, maybe. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Have you had any discussions with Mr. Mattox 
about anything involving Mr. Estes and his cotton allotments? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not that I recall. It would have been very casual if 
there had been. I don't recall any such discussions. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. So that you have not been closely associated with 
Mr.Mattox? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You simply had the job of interviewing him for 

the State committee? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Would you go on, then, with what subsequently 

happened? Was this at the Pecos Airport--
Mr. MoRRIS. Midland-Odessa. 
I was going to interview him in the airport, as I did other air­

ports, but he asked me how long I had to stay over. I don't recall. 
You can check my travel schedule, which was set before I left vVash­
ington. I had several hours. 

They said, "Have you ever seen Pecos?" 
I said, "No." 
And they said, "How about coming over there? There is plenty 

of time. Conduct the interview over there and we will get you back 
in time to catch your plane." 

And those were the circumstances under which I agreed to fly over 
with them to Pecos. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Would you describe in narrative form what took 
place fror_n that time on, :from the time you left the Midland Airport 
to fly to Pecos through the time that you left Pecos? 
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~r. Mo~rs. As so~:m as I said I would go over to Pecos, as I recall, 
we immediately got m the plane and flew over to Pecos. I sat in the 
back, four-seat plane, with Mr. Estes. I am frank to say I was tre­
mendously impressed with the man. 

He tal~e~_30 minu~es, or w~atever the flight time was, of his chari­
t~ble ~ctiviti~s, se~dmg. ~exica~ and Negro children to college, and 
his philosophies, his Christian philosophies. 
~ don't ~ecall, and fr~H!1 refreshing my memory I don't think he 

said anythmg about politics or the Department of Agriculture. He 
talked, as I recall, exclusively of his philosophies of life. 

. We landed in ~ec?s. I th_ink Mr. Mattox's car was parked at the 
airport. We g?t m it. I th;1nk we drove briefly by Mr. Estes' head­
quarters. He Just showed it to me. Then I am a little uncertain 
whether it was before lunch or after lunch they took me on a sight­
seeing tour of Pecos. 

In the course of this sightseeing tour, Mr. Estes said something­
about "let's get old Bill tatooed." I didn't have any idea what that 
mea1:-t. Congressmen, I have been all over the country, and there are 
all kmds of local customs and I went along with the deal. 

They turned around the car and parked and we went in a men's 
cl<?thing store abot~t the size of this room, as I recall. And Mr. Estes 
said we ~r_e not _g011;1g to have a representative of the Kennedy-John-. 
son admmistrat10n m Texas bareheaded. This was the 1st of March 
and I usually wear no hat. I was bareheaded as I usually am. '· 

This adds or detracts nothing from the story, but I always wear a 
western hat. Mr. Andersen at one time said it didn't look like Min­
nesota, but I bought it in Redwood Falls, Minn. My wife had said• 
get yourself a western hat. Before I lost 25 pounds from this misery 
I had a big face. ' 

I fully intended to buy a hat. This suited me fine. I tried on 
several hats. I took a peek at the price tag on the hat.band and they· 
were all $20 and $25, which is the price I pay for a hat. ' 

After he had gotten my hat size, I know now what his proceeding­
was, after he got my hat size he told the salesman he said "You know· 
the hat I want." ' ' 

He said, "~ es, Billie," and went back and brought out a hat. It 
looked to me _like the other hats, b1;1t there was no price tag on it. 

So he put it on me and shaped it to my head and took it back and 
steamed it or something and brought it back out. I pulled out my 
~noney to pay for it. I have a money clip in my pocket and I pulled 
it out. 

Mr. Estes said, "No, you are not going to buy a hat in Texas," and 
pushed me out the. door. I had a hat. 

The pilot of the plane told me, when we took off, that it was a 
hundred-dollar hat. As I recall, that is the first inkling I had. I 
didn't even know they made $100 hats. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. What prompted the pilot to mention it was a $100 
hat~ 

Mr. MoRRIS. I was wearing it, sir. I was real pleased with my­
Texas hat. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you ask him~ 

8784·2-62-2 
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Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall asking him. I think he just said "That 
is a $100 hat." He said Billie Sol buys that for all the VIP's who 
come into Texas, his visitors. 

I frankly thoug?t nothing of it. I was embarrassed at the price, 
when I found out 1t was $100, but I frankly had no inhibitions about 
the hat at all. I had no inkling Mr. Estes did business with the 
Department of Agriculture. As a matter of fact, when I wrote him 
-a thank you note, I found this in the files last night I said: "Our 
paths will probably not cross again but I want you to know that I am 
deeply grateful for the opportunity which was mine" and so forth. 

I had no indication that the man-and I assure this committee had 
I known that the man did business with my Department, he wou'ldn't 
have bought me a $25 hat. I wouldn't have permitted it. But this 
was a-I suppose I thought he was an oil millionaire or somethino-. 
He gave the impression of being tremendously wealthy. Mr. Matto°x 
had said some fine things about him, what a wonderful man he was 
~nd he _had im~ressed me greatly. I at that time thought nothing of 
1t, nothmg particularly of the hat. 

vVe went to Mr. Mattox' home for lunch and Mr. Mattox and I went 
o:!f in a bedroom, as I remember, a little desk there, and I interviewed 
him and got my information, had my application signed and I did 
find _the ~an, by the ~tandards I had been given, fully qualified for 
cons1derat10n for appomtment on the State committee. 

But they had delayed me so long that I couldn't make my plane 
connection, and then on this basis they said, "Now you ha ·rn o-ot to 
stay over and see some of the countryside." I said, "No sir !have 
got a schedule to keep and I am going to keep it if I hav~ to 'walk or 
hitchhike or catch a bus." 

The only way I could keep my schedule, I had to be in Austin as I 
recall, Mr. Estes said, "Under those circumstances how about letting 
my pilot fly you over there?" To me, his pilot flying me over, was 
no d~:fferent fro~ a man ~aying, "Let me drive you in my car." It 
certamly was no mconvemence to me. To keep my schedule, they did 
fly me over. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. This was, of course, Mr. Estes' plane? 
Mr. MoRRrs. Yes. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You have indicated that on the trip over to Pecos, 

})_fr. Estes tal~ed mostly a~:)Out Mr. E:3tes and there w~s no talk of poli­
tics or anythmg else? Did he ment10n some of the mfluential people 
he knew later on? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think after we got to Pecos he did. Because. at some 
time after our association he told me a little story, that- he had called 
Ralph Yarborough. Mr. Estes had elaborate service facilities. He 
had a telephone-answering service so that he could call them and have 
them take care of anything. 

As I recall, sometime in our association he, as a joke, told me, "You 
know, when you came down there I thought you were maybe a hold­
over Benson man, and I was real careful with you until I called Ralph 
Yarborough, had my answering service call, and they got the answer 
back, 'He is all right.' " 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did he ever say whether his answering service 
talked with Senator Yarborough? • 

}llr. MORRIS. No, sir. That is all I know about it. 
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l\fr. NAUGHTON. How would Senator Yarborough's office know you 
were all right? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't know, unless they checked with somebody they 
]mew in the Department or something. 

Now, in retrospect, I can see that somebody like that, to whom ex­
pense meant nothing, would check on a fellow coming out there. 
• Mr. NAUGHTON. But you have no personal knowledge of whether 
·Mr. Estes actually did call or have the answering service call. He 
told you he did. 

Mr. MoRms. He told me he did. As I recall, he said he had some­
body check and found out I was all right. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. You indicated that you interviewed Mr. Mattox 
and subsequently I am sure you interviewed other persons who were 
candidates for the Texas State ASC Committee. "\Vas your job to 
make a recommendation as to who should be hired or simply to conduct 
an interview and to report back as to what the background and experi­
ence of the individuals concerned were? 

Mr. MoRRIS. As I understood the assignment, Mr. Naught.on, it was 
fairly routine. They didn't want to engage men for this type of re­
sponsible position without somebody going out and interviewing them. 
The purpose of the interview was, first, to determine if they were not 
eligible, didn't me.et the basic requirements of the job. You had to 
check them very carefully on that. Bona fide farmer, general attitude 
toward the new administration's farm policies or programs, as you 
understood them. But unless you uncovered something that disquali­
fied them, then the purpose of the interview as I interpreted Jt, as it 
was interpreted to me, was not to go out there to make a select10n. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you report back that you thought Mr. Mattox 
was qualified~ 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
~fr. NAUGHTON. Without mentioning any names, did you report 

back that any of the others that you interviewed you thought were not 
qualified? 

Mr. MoRRis. One was subsequently appointed-­
Mr. ~~AUGHTON. That you thought was unqualified? 
Mr . .rfoRms. On whom, I thought, I recall I had some reservations 

on being a-do I have to put all these things in the record? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. "\Vas it associated in any way with Mr. Estes and his 

operations? . . 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir; no, sir. I had some reservations about whether 

he was actually farming. As I interpreted ~t, the question did come 
up in Louisiana, you remember, they had qmte a. hassle over whether 
a man was actually a farmer. This man was sufficiently engaged in 
farming that he was eligible. But I didn't have any serious questions 
about any of these men. . 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Your job was not to make the appointment or 
selection but to send information back on which others could make 
that? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Get applications signed, because we had t_o ~ave signed 
57's, fill out one 57 in longhand, and get the !11an to read 1t carefuIJy 
and be sure that it was all accurate. Then sign the blanks on which 
you would type that information, a clerk would, back in '\Vashington. 
"\Ve had to haxe the applications. -



16 INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Then we have another form on which you got personal background, 
organizations he belonged to, and so forth. It was a factfinding 
type of interview. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. March 1 was the first time you met Billie Sol Estes. 
When was the last time you had any communication or contact or 
meeting with him? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Late in March, when Congressman Andersen and I 
went down to see him in Texas. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. You have not talked with him or had any com­
munication with him since that time? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I have not, myself. He called my wife to tell her how 
sorry he was for what had happened to us, but I wasn't home. She 
took the call. It was very brief. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. About how many times, approximately, did you 
see or meet with Mr. Estes in between those two dates, about 1 year's 
time or 13 months? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I saw him constantly, or not constantly but when he 
was in for Cotton Advisory Committee meetings. He was in and out 
of our office because they met just next door. . 

Occasionally when he was on a trip to New York ·he would c3:ll and 
say he was stopping off here and I would pick him ·up at the airport 
and come out and have dinner with us. 

How often I saw him, I would say I couldn't hazard a precise esti­
mate, but I would say he was out at the house for dinner maybe ·6 
or 8 or 10 times. We had dinner once or twice with him. Anu then 
in addition to that the Advisory Committee meetings in the office; so I 
saw him frequently when he was in ·w ashington. He was here ·quite 
frequently. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Would yousayyouhadseenhirn20 or25 times? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you stay at his home in Pecos? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I have been his guest in his home twfoe; yes, sir. 
Mr.NAUGHTON. The first time was on March 1, 1961? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. I had a schedule. I didn.,t stay-overnight. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You didn't stay overnight at that time? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. ·when were the occasions? One time I guess was 

when you went down with Congressman Andersen. 
Mr. MoRRIS. And the other was in September, and I had not planned 

to stay overnight with him but that was when Hurricane Carla swept 
in. I had reservations back, which did not include a stopover in Pecos. 
I went down on the Fabens Cotton Festival. Hurricane Carla can­
celed out my flight and I was held over. I stayed overn'.ight. It was 
not scheduled. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Were you on official business·atthe Fabens Ootton 
Festival? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Was Mr. Estes there, also? _ 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. He was the one who baa as1rna·me. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Were you speaking there? ·what was the purpose 

of your visit? 
Mr. MoRRis. I was introduced as the distingiiished guest at the 

festival and interviewed by the press. I met -with· a g.rotip ·of (cotton 
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farmers who were disturbed with pink bollworm infestation. It was 
the first knowledge I had that pink bolhrnrm had broken out down 
there. There were a number of problems that farmers talked to me 
about while I was there. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Were you regarded as a cotton expert for the 
Department? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, no, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. \iVas it because of your association with Dr. Ralph 

or because Mr. Estes was introducing you as a distinguished friend of 
his from Washington? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, he didn't introduce me. The master of ceremonies 
introduced me as the distinguished guest from the Department of 
Agriculture. I think he garbled, he prom.oted me to Assistant Under 
Secretary, or something like that. 

But I was seated on one side of the festival hall, and then cere­
moniously moved to the other side. I didn~t kno\, I was supposed to 
be the distinguished guest. It turned out I guess in Fabens, Tex., 
anybody from 200 miles away is a distinguished visitor. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. With anyone from '\Vashington, I guess that would 
be particularly true? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How did you get from Fabens to Pecos and what 

were the circumstances resulting in your going there rather than con­
tinuing back to 1Vashington, or wherever else you were scheduled? 

Mr. MORRIS. By way of background, when Mr. Estes w·as in ,,rash­
ington for _a Cotton Committee meeting, or something, somehow at 
some point he learned that Dr. Ralph and I were going down to Dallas 
for these meetings. He said that coincides with the Fabens Cotton 
Festival, can Bill come out for that. That is how it was arranged. 
Dr. Ralph of course concurred in my-as long as I was in Dallas­
going out to the Fabens Cotton Festival. 

My schedule, as I recall, included a reservation on a flight out of 
Midland-Odessa back to ~T ashington. I went down there on Saturday, 
stayed overnight in El Paso Saturday night, and I had a reservation 
back to ,v ashington Sunday. But that is when Hurricane Carla 
moved in, and when I got back to Pecos we called about my reservation 
and they said the flights are cancelled, because planes ·weren't flying 
into Dallas. 

I caught the first available flight out. I got up I think at 5 o'clock 
·in th\'- morning to catch that first flight out. 

Mr. :X A rGTITO:N". From Midland~ 
Mr. MORRIS. From Midland, yes. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did Mr. Estes also go over to El Paso? 
:Mr. l\fonms. There was a tremendous crowd over there. 
~fr. N AUGHTOX. Is Fabens near El Paso? 
Mr. MORRIS. It is \,ithin a few miles of El Paso. Right near. That 

is where they select the Cotton Queen. It is the big annual affair. It 
amazed me, the wealth displayed there, Cadillacs and beautifully 
gowned and dressed people. It is quite a big affair in southwest 
Texas. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. So that you stayed at Mr. Estes' home in Pecos 
on two occasions? 

Mr. Monms. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. Once would be in March of this year, when you­
were down with Congressman Andersen; the other time would be in 
September of 1961 when you came over from El Paso. Did you stay 
one night or two nights? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I stayed two nights. I stayed Sunday night, could 
not get out Monday. I think Monday was the worst day of the storm. 
Could not get out Monday night. And, as a matter of fact, my wife 
was waiting at the airport out here for me Sunday night, and we 
couldn't reach her to tel1 her I wasn't on the plane. We had quite 
a bit of trouble about that. • 

But I caught the first plane that I could catch back to vVashington. 
Mr. NAUGHTOK. In addition to the meetings that you have described, 

were these-in addition to staying at his home these two occasions, 
how many tin1-es did you see Mr. Estes outside of vVashington? In 
September at Dallas and at Fabens. How many other times? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall any other time, Mr. Naughton. The 
meeting at Dallas--

Mr. :rAUGHTON. This is the same trip at which you introduced him 
to Mr. Mosely? 

Mr. MoRms. Those are the only two occasions. As a matter of 
:fact, back a year ago in March when I went on that series of Texas 
interviews I went back 2 weeks later to interview more candidates and 
I had no communication with Mr. Estes. He was past history. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Has he ever stayed at your home? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not overnight. He has had dinner with us many times. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You have had fairly frequent phone calls I guess 

from Mr. Estes up until recently? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. About how many would you estimate? I am not 

talking about--
Mr. MoRRIS. That would be difficult. The press said there were 40; 

I don't lmow whether that was--
Mr. FouNTAIN. I notice the Washington Post on June 24, 1962, 

said 41, from Mr. Estes. At least from his telephone to Mr. William 
Morris. 

Mr. MoRRIS. He would always call me before he came to ·washing­
ton. I would always go out and pick him up at the airport, if I 
could, go over to Friendship and pick him up-he had a boy in church 
he wanted me to try to find a job for. I advised filing with the Peace 
Corps. He called me about anything that occurred to him. vVe 
were very close family friends. One time he was up and his daughter 
was going in for an operation. "'\Ve said, "Billie, let us know how she 
comes out." When he got home from the hospital the first thing he 
did was call us to tell us how she came through the operation. He 
called a.bout many things, sometimes just to visit. He would call and 
ask my advice about the paper. He was tremendously interested in 
this newspaper he had invested in, and so was I. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. How many of these calls related to matters coming 
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRis. I wouldn't say as I recall, Mr. Chairman, other than 
asking about the nature of-he would call me and say, "vVhat is the 
purpose of this meeting of the Cotton Advisory Committee; do you 
think it is important enough for me to come up?" I would ask Dr. 
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Ralph how important is it, and he would say, "Tell Billie we want 
him up here." 

Generally speaking, these were not calls about business of the De­
partment of _Ag:iculture. They were calls about his plans to come 
up, and then if lus plans were changed he would call and say his plans 
had been changed. I would say the bulk of them were personal or 
related to the newspaper or the funeral home or the family. 

My oldest son, we had agreed to let him go down this summer and 
spend a month or two with him in Texas. We were real close family 
friends. 
. Mr. FouNTAIN. "\Vere any of his calls concerning his storage opera-

tions? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. He never called you about his storage operations? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not that I recall. I don't recall him ever callino- me 

about any storage problem, question, operation activity. i:, 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr.Naughton? 
. Mr. NAuG~TON. What was your connection with the Cotton Ad­

VISory Committee, Mr. Morris? 
M~~-MoRl:,IS. All of these _aclyisory co~mittees were either my im­

mechat_e assignment or as:3ociat10n. I tlunk Dr. Ralph on the Cotton 
Committee was the official Department representative, as I recall. 
He was on most of them. 

Our offi?e was used by the Advisory Committees as its service office. 
Th~y recerrnd ~alls there, made plane reservations there. Our secre­
taries and I waited on them, put coffee in there for them ran errands 
for them. vV e serviced them. ' 

~r. N_AUGHTON. Did you at any time during the course of your 
duties w~th ~he Department of Agriculture, have any conversations or 
co~umcat10ns a~out or make any decisions concerning or have any­
thmg at all to do with Mr. Estes' cotton allotment problems? 

Mr. M:oRRIS. Diel I participate in any decisions? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You can start with that. 
Mr. MORRIS. On his cotton allotment problems? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Yes. 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir, not that you will--

. Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you have any conversations with anyone in­
side the Department or outside the Department concerning Mr. Estes,. 
cotton allotment problems? 
. Mr. NfoR~Is. I recall the first time it came to my attention was back 
m the sprmg of 1961, when somebody from the Cotton Division 
called me, and it was either the Director or the Deputy Director. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. vVould that be Mr. Moss? 
. Mr .. MORRIS. Moss or Tucker. He asked me to come up for a meet­
mg with Carl Albert, that Carl _Albert was upset, had been down in 
Oklahoma and gathered some evidence about this cotton transfer and 
would I go up with them. ' 

I don't want to put words in people's mouths that I try to remem­
ber over a year ago. But as I recall the gist of it was they understood 
I k~ew _Carl Al~ert. real well and they didn't know whether an in­
vestigat10n was JUSb~ed and would I go along and help them. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did they want you to help them convince Carl 
fllbert that there should be no investigation made? vVas that the· 
import? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. As I recall, I had that impression, because I don't 
know why else they would want me to go along, although their pur­
pose could have been entirely different. Maybe they wanted friendly 
introduction to Carl Albert. I don't know, sir. But they did call 
me and ask me would I go with them because they understood I knew 
him real well. And I have known him since he first came to Congress 
and have known him well. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. ·when was the next time that you had any-did 
you go up on this--

Mr. MoRRIS. I went over to Mr. Jacobs and told him that I did not 
think that I should impose on my friendship with Carl Albert, going 
up with an official group to talk with him about something. 

As you mentioned earlier, I am no cotton expert, so I couldn't have 
contributed a thing technically to the discussion of cotton. It was 
obvious that the only reason they wanted me was because I was in 
their judgment a close friend of Carl Albert. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. A social introduction? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
I didn't want to abuse what friendship existed with Carl Albert by 

going along on some mission like that. So I begged out of it and Mr. 
Jacobs said we will send somebody else. I did not go. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know whether the meeting was actually 
held? 

Mr. Monms. I didn't have any report on it. I wasn't interested, 
you know, interested. They wouldn't report back to me on it, nobody 
would. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. °'iV as Mr. Albert on the Agriculture Committee when 
you served on the subcommittee under Congressman Andersen? 

Mr. MORRIS. Carl Albert was on the legislative committee for 11 
years. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. That is right. It was the Appropriations Com­
mittee that you worked for. 

Mr. MoRRIS. I won't impose on Odin Langen, H. Carl Anderson, or 
anybody's friendship to take a group up with some problem. Let the 
problem stand on its merits. I asked Mr. Jacobs if I could be 
excused. 

Mr. :N°AUGHTON. Did you know that the problems in-rnlved Mr. 
Estes' cotton allotment? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. sir. 
Mr. FouNTArn. "\1/hen was that? 
Mr. MORRIS. Sir? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. About what time was that? "\V11at year? 
Mr. MoRRIS. That was the spring of 1961, sometime in April or 

May, along in there. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you tell Mr. Estes about this situation? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall. I think he knew about it. He had lots 

of information, apparently, about what was going on. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. He was on -the Ad-visory Committee at that time 

wasn't he? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes. And incidentally, Mr. Chairman, every advisory 

committee, "-hen they met, the Secretary, the minutes will show, I am 
sure, the Under Secretary. Assistant Secretary, told the members of 
these advisory committees that all information in the Department they 
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sought would be made available to them. Nothing would be withheld 
from them. 

If you are interested, if you will check the minutes, you will find 
that these advisory committee members were given virtually carte 
blanche to facilitate their work as an advisory committee. 

So, if I or anyone else discussed anything with a member of the 
advisory committee, regarding any operations of the Department, it 
was policied down from the top that nothing "'as to be withheld from 
the members of the advisory committee. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. How long has that practice existed? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know. But as I recall the speeches by the Sec­

retary, Under Secretary or Assistant Secretary, that point I think was 
always covered, that any facility you want, any information you 
want, any advice you want, whatever it is, tell the Department repre­
sentative and it will be made available to you. The Department is­
these were official committees, sir. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. All members of the Committee--
Mr. MORRIS. They were paid official travel and per diem, they had 

official appointments. They were advising the Secretary on programs 
and policies. 

Mr. FouNTAIK. Mr. Naughton? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Were you told that whatever information the ad­

visory committee members wanted for their personal business with the 
Department was to be made available to them? 

Mr. Momus. I don't recall anything like that. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know whether the advisory committee had 

anything to do with, or made any recommendations on, the cotton 
allotment problem? 

Mr. MORRIS. I am not too familiar with-well, that was a major 
part of their responsibility. I am not that familiar with the work of 
the Cotton Advisory Committee that I could tell you what they 
recommended. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know of your own personal knowledge 
whether or not the Cotton Advisory Committee had anything to do 
in the course of its official dealings with the problem which involved 
Mr. Estes' cotton allotments? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know whether or not that Committee ob­

tained any information with reference to Mr. Estes' cotton allotments 
in the course of its dealings? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't know. Excuse me, Mr. Chairman, if I could 
make clear m.y relationship with an advisory committee was primarily 
to wait upon them, run errands for them, arrange travel. If they 
wanted to go up on the Hill and visit, call and make the appointment; 
servicing them. It ·was not my responsibility to direct them or work 
on that technical basis with them. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was information available to them only as to 
cotton or as to any commodity? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Sir? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. "\Vas inforrn.ation available to them only as to 

cotton, or was it available to them as to any commodity they wanted? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Naughton, I wasn't the channel through which 

the information went. So I wouldn't know what kind of information. 



22 l:NVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Kits were made up, and additional mate_rial t~ie_y_ wanted. If _they 
wanted a representative of the Comrn.odity Divis10n to come m to 
answer certain questions, we would arrange that. \Ve _would call that 
office and have him go in there. These were executive. The press 
wasn't in, ordinarily. . . 

I didn't sit with the Cotton Comnnttee. I don't thmk I spent 30 
minutes the whole time the Cotton Committee was meeting sitting in 
there with them. I had other things to do. 

lfr . .J..:rAUGHTOX. \Ve know you don't meet members of the general 
public at the airport. Do you know o~ your own personal knowl~dge, 
whether information was made available to the Cotton Adnsory 
Committee or other advisory committees which ""ITas not aYailable to 
the general public? . , . . 

Mr. l\foRRIS. I can't say, sir, because I didn t transmit the mforma­
tion to them. 

Mr. NAuGHTOX. This was back in the spring of 1961, when the 
question involving Mr. Estes' al~otme1~ts came up. Subseque!lt to t~at 
time, did you have any other d1scuss10n of any other type mvolvmg 
Mr. Estes' cotton problem? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, it came up frequ~ntly. I knew ~h~n he wa~­
when the Committee was being formalized_. You see, th1~ 1s a peculiar 
committee. It was informal, and then 1t was formalized. And I 
knew by grap~vine information that the a~pointments of the Com­
mittee were bemo- held up because of questions on Mr. Estes. 

Mr. NAUGHTO~. You mean the appointment of the whole 
Committee? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. What was the nature of this grapevine information? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Just that the appointme~t of the w~10le <;;om~nittee 

was being delayed pending the completion of the mvestigation of 
Mr. Estes. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. \Vhen was this? 
Mr. MoRRIS. That was the late summer or early fall, last year. 
Mr. ·NAUGHTON. ~That was the nature of the information that you 

o-ot concernino-the reason why it was being held up? 0 

Mr. MoRRIS~ To explain the background; the documentation on the 
appointment of the Advisory Committee came through our office, the 
document, cleared by Dr. Ralph, over to the Un_der Secretary. ~-d 
then you wait until the documents come back signed, a1:-d then 1~ 1s 
official and you get out-the releases go out t~rou~h mform~t10n. 
This document didn't come back, so naturally I mqmred, what is the 
holdup at some point along the way? The holdup was an investiga­
tion of Mr. Estes. 

That is why, when the appointments we~e cleared, and the G_ommit­
tee was appointed, my first knowledge of 1t was when an offic~al S~c­
retary's memorandum, printed one, cam_e to my d~sk; the routme dis­
tribution. Here was the Cotton Committee appomtecl and Mr. Estes 
was on it. 

At my level that indicated to me that Mr. Estes had been cleared 
because the Department was to my knowledge, very strict on the 
clearance of advisory committee members. This cleared Mr. Estes 
in my opinion. 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. \V11en did this clearance come? As I und_erstand 
it there were two appointments. \Vas there one 1:1-ncler wl11ch_ ~fr. 
Estes was appointed to an informal committee wh1c~ was aclv1smg 
the Department in an_ informal manner, and later on it was formal-
ized as a forma1 committee? , 

Mr. MoRRIS. You can check the records of t~e Department. I don t 
recall the elate. It was sometime in early wmter, November or De­
cember, of last year. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. So this would have been the formal Committee 
appointment? . 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON". Not the previous-­
Mr. MoRRIS. In November, I think it ·was. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. The recommendations as t? who would be ap­

pointed to these committees, those would come m th~ough your office 
and then the document would go over. At that P?mt ~oul~ a per­
sonnel investigation be made? \Vas the personnel mvesbgat10n han-
dled out o:f your office? . . . 

Mr. MORRIS. It was on the committee that I had respons1b1hty for 
putting together. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. ,vhich one? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Turkey Advisory Committee. I handled that whole 

thing in my office, myself. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. \Vho "'·as the--
Mr. MoRRIS. That was the only one that I handled. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You did not handle anything in connection with thPi 

Cotton Advisory Committee? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not a thing; no, sir. In other words, here was an 

informal committee which predated me. It "as in being "hen I went 
to work for Dr. Ralph. Then somebody, l~p above, m3:de a deci~ion ~o 
formalize it because it was the only advisory committee commg m 
there, meeting regularly, paying their own travel expenses, and not 
formalized. 

Then somebody up topside made a decision to formalize the Cotton 
Committee. My office had nothing to do with the screening of people 
recommended for appointment, getting biographical data on them, 
,getting FBI clearance, and so forth .. That "as handled ~lsewhere. 

The finished product, after all of tlus had been accomplished, would 
come throuo-h our office. But I don:t recall even seeing the document 
.on the Cott~n Committee except I know it had gone over to the Under 
Secretary. I am not sure it came through Dr. Ralph. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. \Vho handled the investigation? 
Mr. MoRms. I would assume there "·ere t"o types o:f investigations. 

There was the FBI agent check or name check kind of thing. 
Mr. FouNTArn. You said you assume. \Voulcln't you know on the 

basis of your experience? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't know on the Cotton Committee how it was 

handled. I know that the procedure was there was a man in anoth~r 
office under the direction of the Office. of the Secretary who handled 1t. 
This sort of thing is quite restricted. 

In other words, when I take some names down to him I would leave 
them with him-name, address, date, place of birth, and so forth. 
Then, I had nothing more to do with it until he returned names to 
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me that -were cleared. I knew nothing of the processes except I knew· 
they went over to the Department of Justice and from time to time 
he would admonish me, don't be concerned about one that takes a lot 
of time because we can't explain it; some take a long· time, there is 
nothing wrong. 

Then the Department internally, as I understand it-I wasn't han-
dling this, but I kept generally in touch with everything working for· 
Dr. Ralph. As I understand it the Department was making its own 
investigations in place of, or in addition to, Justice. I don't know. 
But when this Cotton Committee docum.ent wa:s not announced, 
I didn't see the press release, I asked somebody aroUhd the Office of 
the Secretary what is holding up the Cotton Committee. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat prompted you to ask that question~ 
Mr. MORRIS. Because it had gone over to the Secretary's Office but 

nothing had ever come back. In my role as assistant to the Assistant 
ecretary I keep in touch with a multiplicity of things. This hadn't 

come back. I didn't keep a document or record myself. You just 
follow up on things. I said what happened to the Cotton Committee, 
and somebody said it is being held up because of an investigation of 
Estes. 

Mr. NAUGHTox. Diel you get any details as to what the nature of 
this investigation was, who ·was conducting it, or j'ust what the prob­
lem was with Mr. Estes~ 

Mr. M:oRRIS. I never talked with any of the investigative people. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Diel you get any details from anyone else, or did 

you have any reason to know~ 
Mr. MORRIS. It was general kno'\\~ledge in the Department, by last 

fall, that questions had been raised. Recall back in the spring they· 
asked me to go up and talk to Carl Albert. I knew that an investi­
gation was going on on all of these acreage transfers. It was general 
knowledge. I don't think anybody who was around there did not 
know that this investigation was proceeding. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. "When you say general kno"ledge, you have 90,000 
employees, or 100,000 in the Department. 

Mr. MoRRIS. The people ,,ho were associated with the activities. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. He means people in close proximity. 
Mr. :MORRIS. People in the Office of the Secretary; people in the Office 

of the Administrator; people in responsible positions knew that there 
was an investigation going on. 

But I never talked to any of the investigative people, so I don't 
know any of the details of the investigation. 

Mr. NAuGHTON. '\Ve have had so far two instances on which you had 
discussions involving, or some knowledge concerning Mr. Estes' cotton 
allotments problems. 

One is the invitation to go up to talk to Carl Albert, the second is 
the fact that you received through the gTapevine information indi~ 
eating that there was a question about his appointment to the advisory· 
committee because of these problems~ 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. vVere there any other instances in which you had· 

any conversations or discussions with anyone concerning this~ 
Mr. lfoRRIS. There probably were, yes, sir; because it was something 

that was discussed quite a bit. 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. What we_re they, other than normal routine? 
. Mr. MORRIS. I rec.all 0~1e discussion I had with somebody. I said "I 
hope we can get this th.mg resolved and protect the integrity of the 
Department." 

Whoever that was I 'talked to, I assume they would remember the 
latter part of that phrase I used, "protect the inteo-rity of the Depart-
ment." 

0 

That to me was paramount. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. When was this? 
Mr. MORRIS. That would be in the late summer or fall when the 

-problem was current. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Was it--
Mr. MORRIS. I would say later than late summer. Probably in the 

-fall. 
_ Mr. NAuGHTqN. Had Mr. Estes exp_ressed concern to you about the 
fact that he might be fined substantial amounts of money if these 
.allotments--

. Mr. MORRIS. He never said anything a:bout being fined He did not 
like the idea of being investigated. • 

Mr. NAUGHTON. "What did he say to you about that~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. As I recall, he was unhappy a;bout beina investio-ated 

_ Mr. NAUGHTON. ~as this being investigated by the FBI or by th~ 
Department of Agriculture~ 

Mr .. MoRRIS. I did not know of any FBI interest in it. As far as I 
knew 1t was our ?wn C and I investigators, in whom, from my experi­
e1;1ee, I ha~ co?-s1derable co_nfidence. I di~ not think they would be 
brns~d, '{>reJud1ced, or unfair. I assumed 1t would be a very fair in­
vestigatrnn. 

Mr. NA~GHTON. Did Mr._ ~stes give you any reason to indicate that 
he was gomg !o try to use lus mfluence to have this investigation called 
off or altered many way, and have a favora;ble recommendation madei 

Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Naughton, ~r. Estes was a paradoxical individual. 
He would talk volubly ·at one time and at another time he would not 
talk at all. 

I know he was very m1happy about this cotton investio-ation and 
profe~sed t_o m~-and I ha~ no reason to disbelieve him-tl1at he had 
gone mto it with full advice from his counsel and his accountants 
~nd everybod:r else that it was proper, it was nothing wrong with it, 
it was somethmg that had been gomg on before he went into it and 
that he w~ml~ never have gone into it if he thought there was anythina 
wrong with 1t. . 1 ° 
_ As I recall I tl~mk he used an expression ; he said, "I would have 
been out of my mmd to put the money that I have put into this if I 
had thought there was anything wrong with it." 

~r. NAUGHTON. Did any Member of Congress talk to you about 
this cotton allotment problem of Mr. Estes? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall anybody on the House side. 
Mr. NAURHTON. On the Senate side~ 
Mr. ~ORRIS. Senator Yarborough discussed it with me. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. "\Vhat were the circumstances~ 
Mr. ~o!~I,s. As I recall the fi~st ques~ion th~t c3:me up from Senator 

Yarborouoh s ?ffice was-I cant asso~_rn_te th~s with anything to give 
:a date, except it was-he had an admm1strative assistant, other than 
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the one he has now and he was preparing to leave. That will date 
it if you are intere~ted ~n establishing a da~e. 

Alex Dickey was commg up to succeed him. 
The Senator told this story, this man was leaving_because he found 

out this big salary-that is inci~ental but he was gom~ back to _Texas 
but Alex Dickey was coming m. He called about 1~ and said the­
Senator wanted to discuss it, or he wanted to discuss 1t. 

I can't recall the details. Bear with me, Mr. Naughton, I get a 
lot of calls from the Hill about a lot of people, talk to a lot of Congress­
men Senator Case used to call me once a week about some problem 
in S~uth Dakota, and I would try as hard to help him with it as I did 
anybody else. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Why did Senator Yarborough's office call on you on 
Mr. Estes' cotton allotment problem? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I was in the Office of the Assistant Secretary :for Sta­
bilization. And that was a :focal point of a lot of calls from the Hill .. 
I:f you ever worked in a congressional office,. you open_ up the congres­
sional directory, run down it and see who 1s the Assistant Secretary 
:for this activity, and you call there. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. That is the the reason you describe~ yourself as 
somewhat similar to an administrative assistant on Capitol Hill? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I was the counterpart down on the other end. 
Dr. Ralph was away a great deal. They may have been calling 

Dr. Ralph, I don't know. I got the call. 
And then a date was arranged for me to go up and sit with Senator 

Yarborough. The only way I can date that was he had just returned 
from military duty, I think he was a brigadier general in the Reserve. 
He had been to Europe. It was either that day or the day before that 
he had gotten back. 

This was just a general discussion, not any different from scores of 
discussions you have with Members of Congress about problems of 
constituents. 

What did I know about it? He told me what he knew 3!bout it, 
and indicated or as I understand he did to Mr. Murphy, that he wanted 
:fair and equitable treatment. . 

The principal point on which this seemed to hmge was, were we 
changing the rules in the middle of the game? 

In other words, if a man had come in officially and got~en approval 
of transfer then were we coming along later and changmg the rules 
and then retroactively, like an ex post facto law, going back. 

Frankly, Mr. Naughton, I di~ not know that much about the 
details of the whole operation. And to this good day I don't know 
that much about the details of how that acreage was transferred. 

But I did sit down with the Senator and tell him that I would 
keep an eye on it that I felt sure that any investigation, or ~ny study 
that was made .;ould be :fair and objective, and I do believe that, 
Mr. Naught.on. . . . . 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I think the Senate 1s gomg mto details about the 
transfer and legalities o~ the ~ransf_er and s~ forth. . 

We are interested primarily wit½ r~lat10n to ~o~ton or anythmg 
else in anything that would tend to md1cate :favoritism to Mr. Estes. 

Mr. MoRRIS. I can say this for the record: that~ woul'd not-I ~m 
not a competent judge, probably-I would not mterpret anythmg 
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Senator Y ar~:>0rough said as putting the pressure on the Department 
0 do anythmg other than what was legal and proper under the 
circumstances. 

They subsequently called several times and wanted, one request 
was for a breakdown of the acreage, where did this acreage come 
from. 

Obviously to me that was not for Mr. Estes because Mr. Estes 
knew that. 

But the Senator had asked one of his staff assistants to call and find 
out what all was involved in the way of acreage. I call'ed the Cotton 
Division, got the breakdown of the acreage, and called back and 
transmitted it back, as routine as-I don't want you to think we 
handle your calls routi1;1ely, Mr. Chairman, but there are so many. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I realize a lot of them have to be routine otherwise 
' you would never get your work done. 

Mr. MORRIS. I p~ea~ with yo~ not to _let me say anything in the 
record that would md1c:1te any impropriety on the part of Senato:r­
y arborough because I did not detect it. It was not indicated to me. 

(See comment by ~enator Ralph vV. Yarborough, p. 146.) 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you get other call's from Senator Yarborouo-h's 

office for other constituents in Texas? 6 

Mr. MoRRIS. I got several calls from Y arborough's office. I don't 
recall any from the other Senator from Texas. But we did have 
several calls from Mr. Yarborough's office about different constituents. 

We got a lot of calls from the Hill, Mr.Na ugh ton. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. On a variety of subjects? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Which came under the jurisdiction of your office? 
Mr. MoRRrs. Yes, sir. vVe handled them all in virtually the same 

way. 
I must admit when somebody like Senator Case called and the 

reason he called me he thought I would handle it for him. Somebody 
had recommended me to him. 

There was a new Congressman from Pennsylvania whose secretary 
said, "Hyde Murray had said call Bill Morris and he will treat you 
:fairly." 

I treated everybody alike, Republican or Democrat. And I think 
~ did-one time they kidded me about being the Republican contact 
m the Department. I treated everybody alike. I was a civil service 
employee. I thought that is what I should do. 

But_ we would generally refer it down to the operating people. 
Occasionally we would call down and get the information and call it 
back if the Congressman or Senator wanted us to do that. 

Senator Case usually wanted me to call him back, rather than buck 
it down into the agency. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You made some references, I believe, to members o:f 
the staff that people called you about various and sundry thinQ°S and 
that if you got questions on grain storage operations, you would ~efer· 
them to someone else. ,vhere ? 

Mr. MORRIS. Down to the Assistant Deputy Administrator for Com­
modity Operations. That would be Frank Hussey's shop. He had 
Ballou and two or three other assistants. He would refer it to one-. 
of them. 
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Occasionally I would call over to the Grain Division, like Senator 
Ellender's office or somebody called about rice, I would call Judge 
Satterfield over there, because he was the rice expert. 

There was no-- . . . 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you have any calls from the Hill m connect10n 

with Mr. Estes' grain storage operations? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't believe so, Congressman. 
I don't believe anybody ever called in bel:alf of grain storage. 
I don't recall that that was ever a ser10us problem. His problem 

was the cotton. . . 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did Mr. Estes ever talk with you about his gram 

storage problems? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't believe he ever indicated he had a problem, Mr. 

Naughton. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. On his grain storage operations? 
Mr. MoRRIS. He was in grain storage. . 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did he ever talk to you about how he got mto the 

grain storage business? How he increased his operations and built 
so many facilities? . . . . 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir, except to mdicate he was the biggest m-I 
think he used the term he was the "biggest independent warehouse­
man." He was not too happy with our farm program, which was 
cutting down the supply and therefore reducing the surplus. 

But I don't recall that he was exercised about it. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. The farm program he was unhappy with, was that 

the program which Mr. Freeman put in calling for voluntary reduction 
of acreage of the sorghums ? 

Mr. MORRIS. The feed grain programs. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Hedidnotlikethat? 
Mr. MORRIS. No warehouseman did. It cut down the supply. 
My counsel has reminded me, if I can tell you quickly : there was a 

cotton committee reception. A n_ew official had been elect~d and he 
had a reception, somebody, for lum. I was at that recept10n repre­
senting Dr. Ralph. 

Mr. Estes and as I recall his attorney were there. I think they 
were up here on the cotton problem. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was that Mr. Dennison? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. 
When we left the reception, you know how you say, somebody said 

"Let's go eat," and somebody said "Let's eat 1:ie~e." . 
We were in the Statler and went to the dmmg room with Frank 

Hussey, Deputy Administrator f~r Commo!1ity Operations. During· 
the course of dinner Mr. Estes said somethmg about the fact that he 
was a good Democrat and why was it that some elevator he knew 
about that was Republican-owned was full up and he was not full. 

I could see Frank Hussey was embarra~sef . ~r._Estes was a good 
friend of mine, and I interrupted and I said Bilhe, if you wa_nt to get 
your elevators empty, the quickest way to get them empty is to ask 
any of us to show you preferential treatment, because to protect our­
selves we will have to lean the other way. If you ever ask for pref­
erential treatment from one of our people on grain storage, I warn 
you that you will probably- get the other result, because that man, 

INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 29 

if he is in a position to give you favoritism, has to lean the other way 
to protect himself." • 

Frank Hussey came by the next morning and said, "Thank you, 
you got me off a tough spot." 

To me it ,vas a highly improper situation. He ,Yas the Deputy 
Administrator, in charge of storage operations, the man in charge; 
it was highly i1nproper to ask him to show some consideration. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. \\ras M:r. Estes complaining because he thought 
others were getting better treatment than he was? 

Mr. MORRIS. As I recall he cited a Republican elevator out there 
··was full. 

"Here," he said, "I am a good Democrat and a heavy contributor, 
how come I am. half full and this Republican elevator is full." 

I interrupted this and admonished him not to ever ask one of our 
people to ever shmY him any preferential consideration. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you keep any records in the Department to 
show which elevators are Republican and ,vhich are Democratic? 

lfr. l\fonms .... To, sir; and I would not know. He never identified 
the elevator. 

Mr. Fou ~TALT. \Yas the person to ·whom he was talking in your­
presence in a position to show him preference--

Mr. l\fonnrs. He ,rns the Deputy Administrator in charge of the 
grain storage program. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Go ahead. 
. :,fr. MoRms. Absolutely the wrong thing for a man to do, to ask 

h1m. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. ~fr. Hussey is Mr. Ballou's boss? 
).fr. l\fonnis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know whether Mr. Hussey ever took any 

subsequent action to accede to Mr. Estes' request? 
Mr. MORRIS. I lrnve no knowledge. 
I wish I could say it off the record, but my confidence in the in­

tegrity of Frank Hussey ,rnuld lead me to conclude that he would 
be the last man on earth w-110 would-I don:t know of anyone jn the 
Department that I knmy who ,,ould do that sort of thing. 

I don't know. 
Mr. NAUGHTo~-. .i!Ir. Morris, you have indicated that yon received 

a hat on your first trip? 
}fr. UoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NxcGI-ITO~ ~. Could you give us a brief rundmvn on the extent 

of the gift or anything of value that you have received from Mr. 
Estes, and also the gifts that you may have given to him? 

Mr. Monrus. I have received nothing since from Mr. Estes of any 
substantial value. I received in the office last summer a few crates 
of canteloupes, which I opened in the office and divided ,Yith my 
office associates and took a few home. 

~t Christmas we r~ceivecl a bask~t of citrus fruit, oranges, grape­
fnnt, and so forth, wluch was of nommal value, I believe. 

After I found out, learned that Mr. Estes was doing business with 
the De!)artment. and particular]y when I learned that he had a prob­
lem ,nth the Department, I set about purposefuJly, wifoout his, 
knowledge, to repay him for the hat. 

87842---16,2--3 
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Incidentally, I reported that hat immediately lio my superiors, and 
they said nothing derogatory about it, or negative. 

I sent him I am sure over a hundred dollars worth of books. Three 
or four times possibly I went to lunch with him I would always pay 
the cab fare. It is a custom of mine if somebody is going to buy my 
lunch I ,,ill pay the cab fare. It is about even. I tried, and I am 
sure I ,yas successful, in keeping the sn1all courtesy exchange sub­
stantially even, and it was not easy ,,ith a man of his apparent wealth 
and generosity. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. ,Vhat kind of books did you send him? 
~fr. MORRIS. I had read in a magazine article that this fellow had 

gone to his hom.e and he did not have a book in his house. I loved 
books. It seemed books were the one thing you could send a mil­
lionaire who did not have books. 

Here is a letter from him, of March 6 : 
Many thanks for the thoughtfulness in subscribing to the Realites monthly 

magazine for Patsy. 

I like this magazine. 
Mr. FoUNTArn. Is that a letter from him to you? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
)!fr. FouNTAIN. What is the date of the letter? 
Mr. MORRIS. March 6, 1962. 
Mr. STRICKLER. vVould you like to see it? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. If there is no objection it will be made a part of 

the record. • 
( The letter referred to is as follows : ) 

Mr. WILLIAM E. MORRIS, 
3806 Basil Road, 
McLean, Va. 

PECOS. TEX, Jlarch 6. 19fi2. 

DEAR BILL: Many thanks for the thoughtfulness in subscribing to tlle Realites 
monthly magazine for Patsy. I am sure she will enjoy reading it. 

·wm be looking forvrnrd to seeing you on my next trip north. 
Best regards, 

Mr. l\foRRIS. Here is one March 19--
Mr. FouNTAIN. ,Vill you furnish a copy for the record? 
Mr. STRICKLER. Yes. 
( The letter referred to is as follows : ) 

"\VILLIAM E. MORRIS, 
3806 Basil Road, 
McLean, Va. 

PECOS, TEX., J[arch f!J, 1Mi.!. 

DEAR BILL: "Behold My Glory" is without a doubt the loYeliest compilation 
of masterpieces and scriptural articles I ha ,e ever seen. 

Your thoughtfulness is exceeded only by your good taste, please accept my 
thanks for the volume. 

Things are busy here--much ado about farming and finandn)?;. :.Uy l>est 
regards to everyone. 

Cordially, 
BILLIE SoL. 

One of these books I bought him I paid $29 or $39 for it. ~t _was 
a beautiful big volume of Biblical art. The man was a deeply religious 
man and I sent him several Biblical books, art and so forth. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. What was the cost of the Realities magazine? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. Fifteen dollars. That I subscribed to in his wife's name 
and sent that down. 

In addition, I ordered three special-order neckties from Saltz Bros., 
:silver with monogram, and had those sent down to him. 

My purpose, not known to him-I didn't say anything to him about 
it-was to establish an even balance, because ethically, if he was a 
-close friend, and was involved with the Department, I felt even though 
at the time he gave me the hat it meant nothing, I felt I wanted to 
go back and establish this even balance, and I feel sure I accomplished 
it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You wanted to put yourself in a position where you 
were not obligated to him? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir, either within myself or as it looked to others. 
I told everybody about the hat, Dr. Ralph, and. all of my asso?iates. 
J wore the hat constantly and told where I got 1t. I had nothmg to 
•conceal about it. But when I learned he had difficulties with the De­
partment, then, within me I fe1t I should go back and compensate 
him for the hat. He "·as the type of man you wouldn't mention that 
to. 

Mr. STRICKLER. Could we have the chairman's last question read? 
I don't. know if there was a complete answer. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I think I said, so you were trying to even thi.ngs 
out and put yourself in position ,,here he would not feel that you were 
·in any way obligated to him. 

Mr. MORRIS. And that I would not feel-yes, sir, both ways. That 
was one of the reasons w·e had him out to our house for dinner, because 
you couldn't go out to dinner with him without him-I don't know, 
·spending a hundred dollars on dinner. So instead of that, my wife 
and I ,vould say, "Billie, if you want to have dinner with us, come out 
to the house." 

Mr. FouNTAIN. ,Vhat was your salary, Mr. Morris? 
Mr. MonRis. Fourteen thousand three something. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Naughton? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Morris, you indicated that you reported the 

gift. of the hat to your superiors immediately. vVas this done because 
yon received a gift from someone who was doing business with the 
Department? . 

::\fr. MORRIS. Ko, sir. This was YGry casual. I wore the hat into the 
office and told Mr .. Jacobs and all of my associates the story of how I 
•came by the hat, a Texas millionaire had given me a hundred-dollar 
hat. At that time that is all it meant, as I read from that letter I 
,Yrote him. I had no expectation of ernr seeing the man again. This 
,vas--

Mr. FouNTArn. At that time you knew nothing about his difficulties 
"-ith the Department? 

Mr. MORRIS. Oh, no, sir. I knew only that the man seemed to be 
and was to me a deeply religious man, a wonderfully good man. This 
philosophy of doing good with what God blesses you with, it had great 
appeal to me. 

Mr. STRICKLER. Mr. Chairman, there has been this "thank you" 
letter for the hat referred to earlier in the proceeding. If you would 
care to read that now, I will pass it around ancl supply the committee 
with a copy for the record, if you would like to have it. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Yes, we want to give the witness the benefit of put­
ting into the record anything which establishes his relations with Mr. 
Estes in what has transpired. He is entitled to that. 

(The letter referred to is as follows:) 
iVIARCH 9, 1961. 

DEAR BILLIE : Thanks for the hat, for the picture, and for the use of your 
plane and pilot who is in every respect the best and most responsible I have ever 
flown with. But above all else, my sincere and heartfelt thanks for the privilege 
of an all too brief association with you. 

I meet a lot of people, but if you will forgive the frankness I do believe you 
are the most remarkable man I have ever met. Having read carefully the litera­
ture you handed me and from my reflections upon our discussions I count the 
the meeting among the major events of my years. ' 

You are rendering yeoman service to American agriculture but more impor­
tantly you are rendering Christian service to the people of your acquaintance. 
I only wish your example could be laid before others that they might benefit as 
I have, 

Though my own means are limited and my family responsibilities are consid­
erable, I resolve to try harder in the future to share my material blessings with 
my fellow men. If it be your purpose to so,v in others the seeds of compassion 
this you have accomplished. ' 

Our paths will probably not cross again, but I want you to know that I am 
deeply grateful for the opportunity which was mine. Upon mature reflection 
I honestly believe that if I could afford to do so I might some day walk in you~ 
door and say that I have come to help bring some of your idealistic dreams into 
practical being. 
. Thanks, again, Billie, for the insight you gave me and I hope you make a bil­

lH?n dollars beca"?se I know the good you could do with it. My regards and best 
wishes to your wife and your business associates. 

Sincerely, 

M_r. NAU(:HTON. 1\I~. Morris, did_ your \\'ife or any member of your 

E
famil:y receive any gifts or anythrng substantial of value from Mr. 

stes ~ 

_Mr. MoRRIS. ~ ot~1ing of any substantial value. Mr. Estes sent my 
wife a d1~ess 'iYh1ch mcident:1lly she -n·ore once, didn:t like, and I think 
she gave 1t to the Good TVill Industries. 

I \Yish I could talk off the ·ecord. 
. She didn't lik~ t~ie dress, didn't want to keep it, but I said to keep 
it. You kno'i,, it is from the goodness of the man's heart. He had 
been 01~r guest at our home several times. He wanted to oirn Alice 
SOfi1;ethmg bec~use she had been fair to him. He wanted tobbring his 
.bus,i!iess as~ociates out, and others. Seve1. al people would come out 
to amner with us. 

~fr. NAUGHTON. vVhat ·were the circumstances? 
Mr. ::\foRms. He gave me a picture that had a zero value, as far as 

~ was concerned. It was a calendar picture of a bunch of bums look­
mg out_of a boxcar. But I took it home with me because to have done 
otherwise would have offended him. 

He also sent, or somebody sent, two postal money orders in the 
~mount o_f a hundred dollars each at Christmastime. Those arrived 
m the mail on Christmas Day. 
- Mr. NAUGHTON. Did those arrive in your home or the office? 

Mr. MORRIS. At home. 
Mr. NAUGHTO :r. ,Vere they identified as beino- from Billie Sol 

Estes? b 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. ·w11at did you do when you received those i 
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Mr. MORRIS. I discussed it with Dr. Ralph and he had received at 
that time, as I recall, he indicated he had received one. I think it has 
been indicated since he has received two, as I did. We discussed what. 
to do with them. vV e couldn't--

Mr. XAUGHTON. Excuse me. When did you discuss this with Dr. 
Ralph? They arrived Christmas Day. When did you first talk 
with Dr. Ralph about this? 

Mr. MORRIS. They arrived Christmas Day. Sometime within the 
next couple of weeks, as I recall, 2 or 3 weeks, we discussed it. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Would it have been immediately after Christmas? 
What was your reaction? You wanted to get this matter settled 
immediately? 

Mr. MORRIS. I wanted to get rid of it because I couldn't accept even 
at Christmas time--

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did they come without a letter of transmittal? 
Mr. MoRRIS. They came, sir, in just an envelope, no transmittal, not 

even a Christmas card. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Had he previously contacted you and told you he 

was going to send those? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. As a matter of fact, sir, on several occasions 

I chastised Billie-he was a good enough friend so that I could do 
it-for spending so much on people. I said, "You embarrass people. 
You hurt your friendship." 

,iVhen he came up to 1Vashington I confronted him about these 
money orders, and I said, "This can't be," in effect, "You can't do 
this. You compromise me. You embarrass me." 

He apologized most profusely and said he had no knowledge of it. 
Apparently my name had gotten on his Christmas list and they had 
gone. He indicated to me he had no knowledge that they had been 
sent. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. He said he didn't know your name was supposed 
to be on the list? 

Mr. MonRis. That is what he told me; yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Right at that point, did he describe it as a particu­

lar list, a Christmas list, or any other list? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Just a Christma" list . 
It was a very brief discussion of it, Congressman. I just told him 

that. "This you can't do, Billie; you embarrass me; you put me on the 
spot; you hurt your own friendship." 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know of your own knowledge that Billie 
Sol Estes has a Christmas list? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. He just made that one flat statement. 
Mr. NAGGIITO -. You have never seen such a list? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAT:"UHTON. Have you ever told anyone that you knew of a list 

Billie Sol Estes had that had names of at least one prominent admin­
istration official and Members of Congress on it? 

Mr. :M:oRRIS. I don't recall any such discussion. I know he talked 
of financial contributions in a lot of places, to the national committee, 
Congressmen, Senators, and so forth. But my personal knowled~e, I 
don't know. But I might have at some time mentioned to somebody 
that he had people he sent contributions to. I don't recall, Mr. 
Naughton. 
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_Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you ever tell anyone connected with this com­
mittee that you knew that such a list existed and that there were 
names on it? 
. Mr. MoRRIS. I said that he said that there was a list, a Christmas 

hst. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Yes, just as you have testified now. But have you 

ever told anybody connected with this committee anything different 
than the sworn testimony which you just gave? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall how I could have, because that is all I 
k~ow. That is all I can recall, was a very casual statement that I 
didn't kn?w your n3:me_ was on the Christmas list, my people must 
have put 1t on. He md1cated to me he did not know that I had been 
sent the Christmas gift. 

Mr. NAuG~TON. Did he specifically say "Christmas list"? Could it 
have been a hst of people to whom he was sending tickets to a dinner? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Frankly, I don't recall that much detail, Mr. Nauo·hton. 
I believe when I brought it up with him it was in some hurried mo­
ment or sorn.eplace that I had run into him and I told him that I 
couldn't accept it and he knew better. ' 

And he said, "Bill, I give you my word, I knew nothing about that. 
My pe~ple must have put your name on my list," or Christmas list, or 
somethmg. 

I know nothing about what kind of list it was. It might have come 
from the cantaloup list; I don't know. I wouldn't want to conjecture, 
because I don't know. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, we ask these questions for a reason. 
Mr. Manuel, after b~ing released by this subcommittee as minority 
counsel, made a public statement. One of the thino-s which he said 
prompted him to do what he did in releasino- the c~nfidential docu­
ment (whi9h had been delivered to the subco~mittee by the Depart­
ment and m tum. to Mr. Manuel) came from an executive session 
,vednesday, June 6. As I recall he said-
at ~his ses~ioi: the_ committe~ discussed how to deal with forthcoming testimony 
which wowd implicate certam Members of Congress and at least one very high 
ranking administration official. The testimony, taken in executive session. 
related to a list of individuals to whom Estes allegedly sent gifts in the form of 
money orders. 

I think: Mr. Manuel was referring to an executive session of this 
subcommittee on June 6, 1962, in which we had some discussions. 

Mr. Manuel's statement made necessary these questions. I have 
several others at this point. 

Have you attended any executive session of this subcommittee 
heretofore? 

Mr. MORRIS. Only with the staff, Congressman, and as I recall-­
Mr. FouNTAIN. ,v as the staff represented by both the minority and 

the majority staff members of the subcommittee? • 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
~fr. ~ou~rr.:Arn. Did you at any time tell the staff that there was 

a hst of md1v1duals to whom Mr. Estes allegedly sent gifts in the form 
of money orders and that that list contained at least one very hio-h 
ranking administration official? 

0 

Mr. MoRRIS. As I rec.all, Congressma.n, all I said was substantiallv 
what I have said here, that whei1 I jumped. on Mr. Estes about send-
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ing me money orders, he said, in effect, as I recall, "Bill, I didn't know 
they were sent to you. My people must have done t:ha,t, put you on my 
list, or something, without my knowledge." 

That, Congressman, is all I recall. I d,on't know how I could have 
said more than that because that is all that I recall that transpired. 

Congressman, it was a very brief discussion with Mr. Estes. I just 
told him that-it ,-vas vd1.en I gave him the ticket. That is when I told 
him. I h3:nded him the three tickets and I said: "Billie~ you know I 
am not gomg to accept anything like that, Christmas or otherwise. 
Here are the di1mer tickets." 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Three or two? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Three. One from Dr. Ralph. T,Yo that he had sent 

me. My wife and I bought our own clinner tickets. 
~fr. FouNTAIK. Go ahead, Mr.Naughton. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Have you had any conversations with the staff of 

the subcommittee-other than ·when the minority counsel, Mr. Carl­
son was present-concerning any list? 

~fr. Mo~ms. I have had no discussion with any representative of 
tlns committee other than tha.t session to which the chairman referred. 
that one session. , 

Mr. NAUGHTON. And you have not talked ·with Mr. Manuel? 
:Mr. Monms. No, sir. 
Mr. NA-qGH'l'ON. Get~ing back to what happened after these money 

or:ders arrived on Chr_1stmas Day, you subsequently had a d_iscussion 
with Dr. Ralph about 1t. Can you give us any idea exactly when that 
d1scussion ,ms? How close it was after Christmas? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I can't date it, Mr. Naughton. As I recall, Dr. Ralph 
went dmn1 to Tennessee for Christmas, and this was some time after 
~hristmas, an~it_ was-I don't remember which one of us even brought 
1t up first. v\, h1chever one of us brouo-ht it. up, the other one sai.d 
"I • • b • ' h 1-Yas Jnst gomg to rmg that up.' It was a common problem with 
both of us. 

..-.\_s I reea.ll, I thin~ the discussion :vas in my _car. I picked him up 
rmd before ,rn ,vent m the office we discussed this. We said "How do 
'".e dispose of them?" ,v e di~ussed n1ailing them back, a1{d then we 
chscussed, well you offend hnn, you embarrass him having to take 
them back down to the Post Office Department. Mr. Estes, to us, was 
a tremendously wealthy man and you didn't burden him with a. nui­
sance like tha.t. ,Ve said, "Let's just assume that they are :for the 
p~ll'chase of dinner tickets." \Ve knew he was coming up for the 
dmner. So ,rn endorsed them over to the national committee o-ot the 
ticfe;ts., and it was ~y respon~ibility to hand them to Mr. Est~s~ whjch 
I met, and at the time told 1nm that he should not send that tvpe of 
present. ,., 

>.!fr. ForNTAIN. ,vhen was the dinner to which you are re.ferrino­
to 

1

be held in rela~ion ~o the time "Then you received the money orders? 
Mr. }foRRIS. The dmner was ,T anuary 20, Congressman. These two 

money orders we received w·ere received on Chrjstmas Dav. 
Mr. ForNT,\IN. Yon received two rmd Dr. Ralph received two? 
Mr. Monms. _Yes, sir. And incidentally-later the same day Dr. 

Ralph and I chscussed_ it, I believe it was. the same day, or shortly 
thereafter, Dr. Ralph mstructed me to write a memorandum to the 
Secretary, and infon11 him of it. • 
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This sort of thing you don't spread around the Department. So 
I sat down at a type,-vriter myself and typed it, with one or two carbons, 
personal and confidentia.l. As I recall, I started out: "There have 
been two instances of generosity on the part of advisory committees 
with which I think you should be acquainted." 

The other incident was the potato committee had put together a 
·1mrse and left with my secretary to buy Dr. Ralph a present, because 
lrn had them in his home and entertained them and they wanted to do 
something for him. Our ethical considerations ,rnre that we should 
not accept any monetary gifts from anybody. So we wrote the Sec­
.:retary this memo. 

As I remember, I gave it to my secretary to take over to the Secre­
tary's office so that he would be informed of it. 

Mr. FouNT.\IN. ,iVhat is the name of the one who ,,as your secretary 
at that time? 

Mr. MORRIS. I am not sure she is the one I gave it to. I said I 
think. But Kathy Rhine was 111.y secretary a,t the time. It may have 
been one of the other girls. But I gave it to one of the girls. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you have any discussion ,,ith her as to whether 
or not she delivered the memorandum and to -n·hom she delivered the 
memorandum? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, no, because Dr. Ralph often sent the Secretary 
·personal and confidential notes like that. It was standard procedure 
to give it to one of the girls to take over and leave in the Secretary's 
<Office. 

Mr. FouNT.\IN. Did you make a copy of the memorandum? 
Mr. MORRIS. Made a copy and gave it to Dr. Ralph to put in his­

he kept a file of confidential memos to the Secretary. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did you discuss it with him to see--
Mr. MORRIS. I have discussed it since with Dr. Ralph and he said 

it is not in his file, or was not in the file. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I believe that is what he testified to before. 
Mr. MoRRIS. "Te didn't feel it added or detracted much, Congress­

man, but "\le did write the memo. I typed it myself, having done 
it--

Mr. FouNTAIN. You don't know of your own knm-vledge whether or 
not it actually reached the Secretary? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir, because one of our secretaries would not take 
it in to the Secretary. They would take it over to one of his secre­
taries and just put it in the box. I typed on the envelope "Personal 
and confidential to the Secretary." 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did Dr. Ralph complain to you about these money 
orders? 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, as I said, I don't know which one 
brought it up, which one did, the other said--

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you have conversation with Mr. Estes about 
the money orders which he had sent to Dr. Ralph? 

Mr. MoRRIS. When I gave him the tickets, I admonished him then. 
I said, "Billie, I have told you time and ag:ain, don't embarrass people 
with these gifts. ,v-e made the assumption these were for the pur­
chase of dinner tickets. Here are the dinner tickets." 

And I handed them to him. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. vVas that the same time he told you he didn't know 
your name was on the_ list? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. In your interview with members of the staff, did 
you refer to the list as a Christmas list, or a list? 

Mr. MoRPJS. I may have, because I think today I referred to it as a 
Christmas list. We got it on Christmas Day. ,iVhether Mr. Estes 
called it a Christmas list or not I am not sure. I am trying to say 
what happened, and I don't recall exact words. I know he apologized 
profusely, said he did not know about it, but said our names had 
just-his people had put our names on the list . 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Naughton. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Morris, have you had an opportunity to ex­

amine Dr. Ralph's testimony before this subcommittee? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Let me ask: Did you discuss with Dr. Ralph this 

matter about which he was to testify before he took the witness stand? 
Mr. :M:oRRis. Not in any detail, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you discuss with him what his testimony would 

be in any way? 
Mr. MoRRIS. As I recall, not in any specifics or detail. He told me 

he was comi1w up. He was called up. And we had no way of antic­
ipating the type of questions that would come up any more than I 
had for certain today what I would be asked. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you have any lengthy discussion in which you 
attempted to put together the facts, correlate what had transpired as 
you saw it and as he saw it, before he testified? 

:Mr. MORRIS. My position with Dr. Ralph, Mr. Chairman, in re­
sponse to that question, see, he goes to the same church I do, we live 
in the same neighborhood. On the occasions that he has dropped by 
the house or vis1ted, I have taken the position with him as I have with 
others, that I have no purpose, no choice, but to come before an:r com­
mittee and tell the full, exact truth, because I feel I have nothmg to 
hide. And that is what I have told Dr. Ralph and others, that I 
intend, it is my purpose, to tell the full factual truth_. 

That generally has been the type of conversation Dr. Ralph and 
I ha Ye had. 1Vhat are we going to do? He has never been before 
a committee. I don't think he ever sat with them or anything. I 
1rn.Ye sat through a lot of hearings and I know the thing I intend to 
do is answer fully, truthfully, honestly. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Is this the first time you have testified before a 
committee of any kind in connection with this matter? 

~fr. MORRIS. It is the first time I have ever testified before any com­
mittee, Congressman. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. You did not testify before the court of inquiry in 
Texas? 

~fr. Momus. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Naughton. 
~fr. :X,\UGHTON. ~Ir. Morrris, do you have any knowledge of any 

gifts, of anything of value whatsoever, by, :for, or on behalf of Billie 
Sol Estes, to any employee of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
other than what you have already testified? 
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Mr. MORRIS. The only thing I recall, I think Dr. Ralp,h al~o got 
-cantaloups but I am not sure his were taken home. I don t thmk he 
was there usually when they came. 

Mr. Naughton, I don't recall any gifts except Mr. Estes', if you w~re 
"having dinner with him, he would always get a fist~ul of expensive 
cigars, and put_ them out _on the table, that so~t of thmg. He would 
occasionally brmg some cigars by the office, brmg a handful and drop 
them off. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Were you present when Dr. Ralph and Mr. Estes 
were in Neiman Marcus? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. . . 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you observe Dr. Ralph trymg on suits? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. . . . 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you obser_ve the tai~or marki1;1g up sui~s? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall seemg the tailor markmg up suits ~nd 

I don:t know whether I would have noticed whether he was puttmg 
a suit on him and fitting it. But as a specific thing I don't recall 
seeing suits marked up. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you hear any arrangements made that woul_d 
indicate whether or not Dr. Ralph had agreed to accept the smt 
or--

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall any acceptance on his part and I hoped 
he wouldn't. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. \Vere you all standing there together when he was 
trying on the suits? . . . 

Mr. ~ foRRIS. No, sir. This was awkward and embarrassmg to ~11e 
and I ·walked off around the store. I didn't want to try on any suits. 
Mr. Estes had taken me over there earlier in the day, ~nd wanted to 
buy me some clothes, and I said, "No, you are not gomg to buy me 
any clothes." . . . . 

1 Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you say anytlm:ig to J?r. Ral_ph to rndicate Llat 
you t_hought he \\'"Ould_ be making a mistake ~f he either a:cepted Sl~~­

stantial gifts of any kmd from M~. Es~es or 1f he left them under en -
cumstances indicating that something hke that had happened, and that 
it would be improper? . . . 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Chairman, I believe that I did ,rnrn oi~ admon~sh 
Dr. Ralph to watch Billie's generosity, that he was too qmck to gwe 
to people. But I am not ~ertain, bu~ I k!1ow at some tnne ~ tall~ed 
to Dr. Ralph, because I dis~ussed witl~ him all of my relationships 
with Mr. Estes and other advisory com!mttee i:nembers .. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. 'What were you domg wlule the tailor was appar-
ently marking up suits to be tailored for Dr. Ralph? . . 

Mr. MORRIS. The best way I can describe my feelmg~ at the ti3:ne 
was-pardon me, Mrs. Dwyer-if you have ever gone w~tli yo1;1-r -n-Jfe 
in the- lingerie department, you walk off. I didn't like tlns, Mr. 
Chairman. And I walked off and wandered around the other areas of 
the store. It is a beautiful store. And then I would come back and 
see if he ·were ready to leave. . . 

1 Mr. FouNTAIN. '\Vere you a close friend of Mr. Estes at that time• 
Mr. MoRRIS. Fairly close; yes, sir. . 

1 Mr. FouNTAIN. "'\iVhy didn't you say somethmg to Mr. Estes•. , 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't say why I didn't, except I had prev10us1y 

admonished him about--
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Mr. FouNTAIN. You had been very frank with him on previous oc­
casions and you were frank thereafter about his persist.ency in being 
o-enerous to people-that it might be embarrassing to them. 
b Mr. MoRRis. Dr. Ralph was my superior, Mr. Chairman. It is the 
same as when I worked for the Congressman. I wouldn't presume 
to admonish the Congressman or constituent about anything that was 
going on. I wouldn't do it, sir. That is my training. I wouldn't 
do it. 

Every man must judge for himself, and my judgment has always 
been that I would not accept anything from anybody that I didn't 
work for and earn. Every man must judge for himself. . 

Mr. KAUGHTON. Do you have person~l knowledge of any gifts, 901:1-­
tributions, or any gift of any substantial value from, by or for Billie 
Sol Estes to any public official, Federal, State, or local? 

:vrr. MORRIS. Not to my knowledge. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you have any reason to believe that this has 

happened, other than what you have r~ad in the papers? 
~1r. MoRRIS. I have no reason to beheve so. 
:Jfr. FouNTAIN. Any :reliable information? 
~fr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. To satisfy you that it has happened? 
Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Estes taiked to me about his political contribu­

tions, which I mentioned earlier, that he was a big contributor to the 
Democratic Party and Members of the Congre~s and Se~ate .. 

Mr. NALGHTON. Did he tell you who he had given contributions to? 
:Yir. MORRIS. He mentioned a lot of people. 
Mr. Fo"GNTAIN. Who did he mention? 
Mr. MORRIS. From what I have-I wish I could speak off the record. 

This is ,Yhat I think of as things that I don't-he was ~ever specific 
enough. He contributed to Senator Yarborough, he said. He had 
flown-him in his plane in his campaigns. . . . 

He contributed substantially to the Democratic N at10n~l Commit­
tee. I think one time he told me he had been to the N at10nal Com­
mittee and sat in the reserved section for those who had made sub­
stantial contributions. 

Mr. Fm:-NTAIK. Did he tell you he had given them $10~,000?. 
Mr. MORRIS. He may have at one time. I d? ~ecall his s~ymg he 

made the size contribution, $5,000 or whatever it is, that ~ntitled you 
to sit-he mentioned that he was one of the first to contribute to pay 
off the debt. 

But Mr. Estes was a kind of man who did not go into detail. He 
just said "I helped my political friends, I helped the national com­
mittee; I am a heavy contributor." 

Mr. FoLNTAIN. Did he say he had given contributions to anybody 
e]se? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall specifically his saying that he contributed 
spec1firallv to anybody, but he said he did help Senator Yarborough. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Oti1er than Senator Yarborough, did he tell you 
that he had given contributions to any Member of Congress? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall any specific Member of Congress to whom 
he said he gave some money. . . . 

Mr. Fo1;NTAIN. Did he indicate he had given contr1but10ns to the 
Vice President? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. No; not that I recall, any indication that he contrib-
uted to the Vice President. . 

Mr: NAUGHTON. So other than the names that you have already 
mentioned, you have no reason to believe that Billie Sol Estes ever 
gave any specific amounts of contributions to any specific individual? 

Mr. MoRRis. Not that I recall. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. He did not say that, Mr. Naughton. He said he 

had no reason to believe. He said Mr. Estes made general statements 
that he had contributed to people in public office. He mentioned 
Senator Yarborough specifically. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you have any specific knowledge or specific rea­
son to believe that Mr. Estes gave substantial contributions or gifts 
or anything of value to any individuals other than those you have 
already named? 

Mr. J\foRRIS. Not to my knowledge, that I can recall, other than he 
talked of being a generous contributor, and he was a man who appar­
ently threw around a lot of money. But I don't recall any specifics 
other than I do know he was very fond of Senator Yarborough and 
said he had helped him financially in his campaigns and had contrib­
uted to him to help him with his political problems and I think he 
said he had flown him a million miles in his plane in his campaigns, 
something like that. 

I was not his confidant in the field of political contributions. Mr. 
Estes pretty much kept his own counsel on things. 

As I have read in the papers, I have learned more about Mr. 
Estes in the papers many times than I knew of him, even though we 
were close personal friends, family friends primarily. I was very 
fond of the man, I had a very high regard for him. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you believe or do you have any reason to be­
lieve that anyone used influence to try to favor Mr. Estes in any of 
his operations? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not to my knowledge, sir. I don't recall anything 
that I would consider improper intercession, improper favoritism, im­
proper conduct. 
. If it occurred in my presence jt went by me. I am not aware of it, 

sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Chairman, I have quite a few more questions, 

but probably somebody else would like to ask some now. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I have quite a few too, but I will yield. Do you 

want to recess now and come back? 
( Discussion off the record.) 
Mr. FouNTAIN. The subcommittee will stand in recess until 2 

o'clock. 
(Whereupon, at 12 :30 p.m., the subcommittee was recessed, to re­

convene at 2 p.m., of the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Let the subcommittee come to order. 
Let the record show that a quorum is present. 
Mr. Morris, continuing our questioning started this morning, you 

made reference to a meeting in which you participated with Senator 
Yarborough. "'Vill you describe that mee6ng? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. It was a meeting to discuss Mr. Estes' cotton problem, 
this transfer of cotton acreage. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Where was the meeting held? 
Mr. MoRRIS. In the Senator's office. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. In the Senator's office? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You had it with Senator Yarborough? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you recall the nature of the conversation? 

. Mr. MoRRIS. It was his discussing what he knew about it, by telling 
him what I knew about it, and, in effect, what he said was that if, if, 
if, and if-if legally, if he acted in accordance with the law, and if 
the Department processed all of this, he had questions of the fair­
ness of now changing the rules and going back retroactively and 
canceling out something that had been approved through officia] 
channels. 

That, sir, seen1s to be the basic question involved, is did they come 
in, get official approval, and then did they have a right to rely on that 
official approval and plant and produce cotton. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did that discussion indicate whether or not Mr. 
Estes had come in and gotten official approval? 

Mr. Momns. It was a matter of record at that time, and everybody 
was concerned with it, that they had come-in to the county office, they 
had to, sir, to get the paperwork accomplished to transfer the acreage. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Was the approval sent on up through channels? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I think it only went as high as the State office. If the 

acreage was being transferred within Texas, X county out here, a man 
would come in and file for the transfer of the acreage. If approved 
by that county committee, it would go, I assume, to the State office. 
They would check with the other county committee, check the docu­
mentation, approve it, and then an allotment would be officially estab­
lished on that land. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did Senator Yarborough ask you to do anything to 
show Mr. Estes a personal favor? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir . 
That is why I say, the Sena:tor did not importune me any differ­

ently than most Members of Congress or Senators talk to somebody 
from a department about a problem of a constituent. 

The Senator sought information as well as expressing what he knew 
about it. Even in the light of current developments I cannot look 
back and see any impropriety in Senator Yarborough's discussion ,vith 
me. No different from most discussions with Members of Congress 
regarding problems of their constituents. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I yield at the present time to Mrs. Dwyer. 
Mrs. DWYER. Thank you, Mr. Chairrn.an. 
Mr. Morris, along the same line, did Senator Yarborough call you 

personally on any other constituent's problems? 
Mr. MonRis. I don't think so, Mrs. Dwyer. I don't recall his per­

sonally ever calling nrn, and I don't believe I ever talked to him per­
sona1ly about any other problem but this one. 

Mrs. DwYER. ~at did you say your position was in the Depart­
ment of Agriculture? 
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Mr. MoRRis. I was confidential a.ssistant to the Assistant Secretary 
for Stabilization. 

Mrs. DWYER. Were you representing Dr. Ralph in this capacity? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes. 
Mrs. DwYER. I think you said that you started in the Department 

of Agriculture on March 1? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, ma'a:µi. 
Mrs. DWYER. In 1961. And your first assignment was going down 

to Texas and at that time you were to interview Mr. Mattox? 
Mr. MoRRis. Among about 12, I think. 
Mrs. DWYER. How did the Department of Agriculture, or the State,, 

choose these candidates for State committees, such as Mr. Mattox? 
Mr. MORRIS. Mrs. Dwyer, dra.wing on my own knowledge, having 

worked for a Mem.ber of Congress, they were recommended to the 
Department by Members of Congress. And others, I assume. 

Mrs. DWYER. From that particular State? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. I know Congressman Andersen recommended,, 

unsuccessfully, some appointments. 
Mrs. DWYER. After you interviewed them, then what was the pro-

cedure from there on? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Primarily my mission was to document all ?f t~rn papers 

necessary for their appointment if appointed. The apphcat10n form, 
the backo-round data for press release purposes and so forth, and also 
to find o;t if he were disqualified. 

Mrs. DWYER. What was the channel once you brought back--
Mr. MORRIS. And then I brought back and turned those over to my 

superior. 
Mrs. DWYER. That was Dr. Ralph? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No. This is when I worked for Mr. Jacobs. I was 

assistant to the Deputy Administrator of the agency at that time. 
Then they were out of my hands. 

Mrs. DWYER. Then where did they go from Mr. Jacobs' hands? 
Mr. MoRRIS. In his office the recommendations for appointment, the 

appointment papers, were drawn up and sent up through chan~els. 
·when I was Rssistant to Assistant Secretary Ralph they came mto 
our office for Dr. Ralph to sign as Assistant Secretary, and then over 
to the Secretary. The Secretary made the appointments. 

Mrs. DWYER. You mean Secretary Freeman? 
J\fr. MoRRIS. Yes, ma'am. . 

, Mrs. DwYER. Did he recommend these names to the White House 
before they came back agai?- ? . . 

Mr. MORRIS. That is my mdirect understandmg. 
Mrs. DWYER. What do you mean by "indirect"? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Those things--
Mrs. DwYER. It just happened? . 
Mr. MORRIS. Those things to people at my level are not told direc~ly. 

,Ve know they go some place for clearance. It was my u~derstandmg 
they went over to the vV_hite House f<?'r clearance. I don t know that 
as a certainty because I did not handle it. . 

My understanding in the Department was that they did go to the 
·white House for clearance. . 

Mrs. DWYER. Officially, they go just to the Secretary of Agricul-
ture, Mr. Freeman in this case, is that correct? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. And to a person in my position they went from 
me to the Deputy Administrator, and from there on. 

,Vhen I worked for Dr. Ralph they came through most routinely, 
through our office. There would be a stack of them, and Dr. Ralph 
would sit there and sign them. 

Because I don't recall his handling any political clearances on them~ 
Then he may have. I was not party to it if he did. 

Mrs. DWYER. If I recall, this morning you talked about the plane 
trip you had with Mr. Estes at your first meeting. Something was 
said about his being cautious about talking about politics, because he 
did not know you well enough. And then he had the information 
through some telephone device that he had called Senator Yarborough 
and you were cleared and then he opened up and talked politically 
to you. 

Was this the first day? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, ma'am. This was sometime later, maybe months 

later. He humorously told me the story that he was very reserved 
with me when he first met me. He let me know why. 

Mrs. DwYER. To get back to the Christmas list, did you ever recom­
mend to him that any names be put on that list? 

Mr. MORRIS. No. I never knew it existed, except that one-sentence 
reference that he made when I spoke to him about it. 

Mrs. DwYER. Do you feel that he would have been sending you this 
Christmas gift, and Ralph as well, if you did not hold key positions 
jn the Department of AgTiculture? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mrs. Dwyer, you would have had to have known Mr~ 
Estes in those days to understand my answer. He was extremely gen­
erous with everybody. Little people, big people. He was an ex­
tremely generous man. So I can't say what his intent or purpose was~ 
If it was an intent to obligate you or an-and apparently from what I 
know now he did not need me in the Department; he had much higher 
connections than me. 

Mrs. DwYER. vVhat do you mean by "much higher connections" than 
you? 

)fr. MoRRIS. He was on the Cotton Advisory Committee; he worked 
directly with the Under Secretary. 

Mrs. DWYER. ,Vho was that? 
Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Murphy. I have been here since 1936, and I have 

not met a man who seemed to know his way around and know as many 
people as Mr. Estes did. It seemed almost limitless. 

So I can't say why--
Mrs. DwYER. I cannot quite understand you when you say he did 

not have to depend on you; "he had influential people or people on a 
higher level than I was." 

"If he needed to have any help at any time he did not need me." 
You must have some reason for saying this. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Your question, as I recall, Mrs. Dwyer, was did he 

send this to me because I was in an influential position. I don't know 
why. He said he did not know that it was sent to me. And I took 
that at face value. 

l\frs. DWYER. Again this morning you mentioned that Mr. Estes 
hrtd just talked to you about Senator Yarborough. Under oath,, 
Mr. Morris, was Senator Y a,rborough the only Senator or Congressman 
or somebody, a higher public official here in ,v ashington that you 
talked about and knew well? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. No, ma'am. 
Mrs. DWYER. Is Senator Yarborough the only one he mentioned to 

you? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No. As I say, he knew a lot of peopole. He knew all 

of the Texas delegation from the Speaker on down-according to him. 
Mrs. DwYER. He told you this? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes. 
Mrs. DwYER. In the course of your conversation and friendship, he 

told you he knew these people? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. 
Mrs. DwYER. Who else did he say he knew? 
1'Vas Senator Yarborough the only one you remember? 
Mr. MoRms. No, ma'am. He knew Rutherford, Mahon, Speaker 

Rayburn, officials of the Democratic National Committee, whose names 
I cannot recall. 

Mrs. DWYER. Anybody higher up than that? Did you at any time 
in a briefing, or at any other time mention the fact that Mr. Estes 
had been to the Vice President's home? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. 
Mrs. DWYER. And describe what happened there? 
Mr. MORRIS. He apparently knew the Vice President well. 
Mrs. DWYER. vVere you at that party? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, no. 
Mrs. DWYER. "What you described was secondhand then? 
Mr. ~ioRRIS. Yes, ma'am. 
Mrs. DWYER. ,Vho told you about meeting ·with Estes and the Yice 

President at the Vice President's home? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Estes did. 
Mrs. DwYER. From Mr. Estes himself? 
l\fr. MORRIS. Yes, and also in the Pecos newspaper. There was a 

full-page spread of pictures and descriptions of the party. 
Mrs. DwYER. vVere you a political adviser in a sense to Dr. Ralph 

as his assistant, a confidential adviser? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know. "What do you n1.ean by "political ad­

viser"? 
Mrs. DwYER. Having been on the Hill as long as you ha Ye been-­
Mr. :MouRis. I would say I was his congressional liaison uclYiser. 

I can't recall specific partisan political advice. 
You see, Dr. Ralph ·was engrossed in the self-help stabilization pro­

gram. I ·would say ,Ye spent 90 percent, probably, of our activity, 
in that field. 

My job was a total job like your congressional assistant, serving 
him. 

Mrs. DWYER. ,Vhat was Dr. Ralph:s relationship with the Secre­
tary of Agriculture while you were with him? 

Had the relationship disintegrated at all? 
Mr. MoRius. ,Ve had varying indications. ,iVe had rumors at one 

time that he was in difficulty with the Secretary. We had other indi­
cations that the Secretary was pleased with the job he was doing. vVe 
had alternating indications. 

I heard from some people the Secretary was not too happy ··with 
the job he was doing, and the way he was doing it, and the emphasis 
he was putting on self-help stabilization. _ 
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Mrs. DwYER. Did you hear this from Dr. Ralph or from other 
people? 

Mr. MORRIS. From Dr. Ralph and others. 
• You see, in my position there, I was pretty well isolated-­
Mr. FouNTAIN. Pardon me, Mr. Morris. 
vV e have a vote now on a gambling devices bill. 
Mr. MORRIS. Mrs. D"yer, to fully answer your question, I was not 

at any time real certain how he stood with the Secretary. And I 
don't believe he was. 

)fr. Fm:.,NTAIN. The subcommittee stands in recess. The committee 
will return in a fe" minutes. 

( Short recess.) 
~fr. Fcrc:NTAIN. Let the subcommittee come to order. 
Let the record shmY that a quorum has returned. 
:Mrs. DY,yer, you were questioning Mr. Morris. 
Mrs. DvYYER. I have just one more question, Mr. Chairman. 
Yfr. Morris, you indicated that you and Dr. Ralph turned Estes' 

money orders over to your partfs committee. Did Estes buy politi­
cal dinner tickets for anyone else that you heard of? 

Yfr. MoRRrs. As I recall, he said ·he bought -d:0 dinner tickets. I 
don't Imo"-, and he didn't tell me, the distribution, "·ho they ,,vent to. 
I think he had about 8 or 10 of his mrn group up from Texas-8 or 
10 or 12. I don't know. But other people \Yere his guests at the 
dinner. 

:}frs. DwYER. ,Vere you his guest at the dinner? 
~1r. MORRIS. No, ma'am. 
)frs. DwYER. Did vou sit ·with him at the dinner? 
~fr. )foRRIS. w-e sat at their table. 
)frs. DwYER. You bought your OY,n tickets? 
L fr. MoRRIS. Bought our own tickets, yes, ma'am. 
.:\frs. DwYER. "\Vho ,.,rns at the Estes table, do you reca.11? 
)!fr. MoRRTS. I don't belimre we sat at Mr. Estes' table, so I don't 

know w·ho was sitting with him. Most of the people at the table at 
,Yhi.ch "·e sat I did not lmo"·, except I belie,-e Mr. Mattox sat at that 
ta,ble, }Ir. Bill Mattox, from Texas. 

~frs. DwYER. He was the only one you recognized at the Estes table? 
)fr.11oRRrs. As I recall, yes, ma'am. 
}fr . DwYER. In your briefing, I think, before the staff, you men­

tioned something abont Estes had called Morris after attending Ray­
bum·s funeral, about getting a job for John Holton, the Speaker's 
administrative assistant. Why did he call you to do this? 

)fr. ~foRRIS. I don't know. He just wanted my advice on this. He 
-:,aitl, '·YVhat w·ould you think if we hired John Holton as a sort of 
public relations man? He is going to be needing a job." 

I couldn't give him a quick answ·er. I had very high regard for 
.,John Holton. I said, ""What ,rnuld be the nature of the job?" 

·'"\Yell, w·e want him as a public relations man up there." 
I said, "I will call you back." 
I asked my "·ife and two or three others ,vhat they thought. They 

all sai~ we had very high regard for John Holton, and I told h:i:m he 
\va.s ~1ghly recommended, everybody had an extremely high regard 
for lum. 
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lVIrs. DwYER. ·would you say that you h< d a more intimate relation­
ship in a friendship sort of way with Mr. Estes than anybody else in 
the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I can't say than anybody else, because I don't b1ow 
who else might have had a personal friendship ·with him. I know that 
between us a close personal friendship developed. 

Mrs. DwYER. Th!rnk you, Mr. Morris. 
That is all, Mr. (';iairman. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. ·what is this about Mr. Holton, Mr. Morris? ,vas 

Mr. Estes seeking a job for Mr. Holton? 
Mr. MORRIS. ·vvhen he called me it was after the Rayburn funeral. 

He said, "Bill, what would you think of us hiring John Holton as a 
pnblic reations man, to set up in business in ""\V ashington, to represent 
us up there?" 

I said, "Billie, I don't know. I will inquire a little bit." 
I did ask two or three people. They ~11 had the same high regard 

.for John Holton. I passed it back to him. That ,ms the end of it. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Was Mr. Holton hired by Mr. Estes? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my knowledge. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Excuse me, Mr. Smith. I will yield to you at 

this time. 
Mr. S1'nrn. ·what year did you first go to ,rnrk for the Gornrn-

ment? You said it ,ms back sometime ago. 
Mr. MORRIS. In 1936. 
Mr. SMITH. You started at ,Yhat grade·~ 
.i..1r. MORRIS. EO-1. Executive Order 1. It ,ms belm, the civil 

service level, $1,080 a year. 
Mr. SMITH. You just took an examination Jike anybody else who 

"\Yasn 't qualified on that? Is that your statement? • 
Mr. MORRIS. I was desperate for a job and I ,,ent down to the 

p~blic employment service and in interview·ing me they administered 
th!s battery of tests. As I recall, the lady who administered them 
said that I had made an extremely high grade and she called Eel 
Young, who was then the Assistant Director of the ·e.S. Employ­
ment Service, and said we have this young man down here and re­
ferred me down. He hired me on a 30-day appointment at $1.080 
a year. That is how it started. 

Mr. S3HTH. After that did you get an appointment? HmY did You 
get your first-that was a 30-day appointment? • 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. Then did you get a permanent appointm.ent? 
Mr. MORRIS. As I recall, it was extended 60 days, then I have a very 

bitter memory that somehow they forgot to extend it and when payda,· 
came I didn't get paid. That was the best thing that happened to 
me, I guess, they s"·itched me over then to a regular job without 
Jimit, time limit, at $1,260, as I recall it was in those days. 

Mr. SMTTH. Then you stayed "\\ith the Government service until 
whatyeari 

•. l\1oRRIS. Until-I am trying to remember nmY-1940 or 19-H, 
I left. 

Mr. SMITH. Then you went back to Government service in what 
year~ 

Mr MoRRIS. The followin~ VPar. I "\\ftS reinstnted ,Yith the ~fari­
time Commission as personnel officer. 
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Mr. SMITH. Reinstated at the same level which you left? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. I think I left Government at CAF-5 and 

think it was a grade 6 that I was reinstated at. 
Mr. SMITH. vVas this a routine application and reinstatement or 

was there anything significant about how you got in there? ' 
Mr. MORRIS. No. I just looked around town for a job and man-

aged to sell myself into this personnel job. • 
Mr. SMITH. Then when did you leave Government service the next 

time? 
Mr. MoRRis. In 1947, along in there, I believe. 
Mr. SJ\HTH. Then you went back in during the Korean war? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. Then when you left, at the end of the Korean war, 

that was under a RIF action? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 

. Mr. SMITH. Under 3: RIF action yo1;1 have priority on going back 
mto Government Sernce whenever a Job opens up, is that correct? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know that much about the present reo-ulations. 
I do have permanent status and eligibility for reinstate~ent. 

Mr. S::.\IITH. That was under a reduction in force? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. You went back in at the same grade level or a different 

grade level? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir, I went back in at the same salary I was making 

as an employee of Congress. 
Mr_. SMITH. You ~escribed Mr. Mattox and his name came up sev­

eral times, but you didn't say: Was he selected for the job? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. 
~r. SMITH. Th~se money orders that arrived at your house on 

Christmas Day, did I understand you to say that they were in an 
envelope with a special delivery stamp on them? 

Mr. MonRis. Yes, sir. I didn't receive them. My ·wife received 
them but tl?-ey were delivered on Christmas Day and ·r think she said 
they had-_if I could say, I don't know, but they came on Christmas 
Day, she said. I didn't receive them. 

Mr. SMITH. ""\Vhen they arrived on this day and under those cir­
c1;1mstail:ces, why did you assume that they were for purchases of some 
d mner tickets ? 

~r. MoR~Is. I didn't assume that, sir. I assumed they were n 
Christmas gift. 

Mr. SMITH. In other words, you mean that you took this ,my-­
Mr. MoRRIS. Of getting rid of them. 
Mr. S:\HTH ( contin~ing). _Of getting rid of them? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir: I_ did not wl:lnt to accept that type of gift. 
Mr. SMITH. ! ou said m your direct testimony something to the 

effect that durmg that weekend before you were fired some people 
asked you not to talk? ' 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. You didn't go into that in any detail. Was it during 

that weekend they asked you not to talk, or when? 
Mr. MORRIS. Some had previously, and that weekend one asked me 

not to. 
Mr. SMITH. ·vvho was that, and w-Jiat "·ere the circumstances. 
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Mr. MoRRIS. That was Congressman Andersen. He called me Fri­
day·evening and I met him at the Rosslyn Hot Sl~oppe_ Saturday af~er­
noon. He said he hoped I would not voluntarily dis~lose anythmg 
about our trip down to Texas. I gave my wor~ I wouldn t. . 

Mr. Sl\nTH. Did anything else come up durmg the conversat10n con­
cerning Estes, directly material to this case? 

1\.fr. MORRIS. Ko, sir, not that I recall. . . 
Mr. Andersen sa~d if it became pubhc knowledge we, will both 

frankly, freely, public~y tell ,,hat_happened._ ~ut please don t--. 
Mr. SMITH. I am mterested m your givmg us a more deta_iled 

account, blow by blow, as to ,Yhat happened in Dallas that day m a 
narrative form. ·would you just start out and tell us ,Yhen you first 
saw Estes, and--

Mr. MoRRIS. vVhat day is this sir? 
Mr. SMITH. ,vhen you were with Ralph. . 
Mr. MoRRIS. As I said earlier, we ·were there f_or these ~ommochty 

meetings. Mr. Estes sat through part o~ the 3:neetmg~, was m and out. 
At one time he asked me to step out with 1nm. I did. ,v e went for 

walk and went over to Neiman-Marcus, and he ,Yanted to buy me so~e 
alligator shoes. I asked the price of them. They ,rnr~ $135. I ~aid 
I wouldn't wear $135 shoes if I found them. I wasn t that cahber 
person. I said, "I am not interested in these shots." He !ol~, ~1e 
how comfortable they ·were and -ff anted to buy me s_ome. I said, No, 
110 shoes." Then he wanted me to go up to the smt depart3:11en~; and 
see suits, and I said, "No, I have got to get back to the meetmg, and 
we ,Yent back to the meeting. . 

·when the meeting broke-well, we had another me~tmg that after­
noon with the poultry group. 1nd when that meetmg broke-­

:t\fr. SMITH. ,iVhen you say ",ve' --
Mr. MORRIS. Dr. Ralph and I. These were prearranged meet-

ings in his schedule. 
Mr. SMITH. Estes wasn't at the poultry meeting? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't think so. 
Mr. SMITH. OK. Go ahead. . 
Mr. MoRRIS. These meetings were arranged weeks ahead of time. 

Dr. Ralph's schedule was made up far ahead. vVe spent the afternoo~ 
with this poultry group and when we came ~ut, I h~ne~tly cant 
-remember all of the details because they weren t that sigmficant to 
me, but we either saw Mr. Estes in the lobby or in the corridor or some­
place, and we were going for a walk, Dr. R~lph wanted to fin~ some 
California sherrv wine. He was very particular about the kmd of 
wine he would drink. ,v-e went into Neiman-Marcus. 

Mr. SMITH. Just the three of you? . . ,_. 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I can't remember the location m relat,10n to 

the hotel but in our walking we went in Neiman -Marcus, an_d went 
up to the suit department. Mr. Estes :Vanted t~s t? try on smts. . ,_ 

Regardles~ of w!1at anybody ha~ testified, I didn t try ?n a~1y ,_sm~s, 
overcosts, slnrtsi ties 1 shoes, anythmg, because I was not mteresLed m 
anvbody buving me clothes. 

And as Iv said earlier I didn't like this situation, and I walk~d off. 
I ,valked around the st;re and came back from time to time until they 
,rnre ready to go. 
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Mr. SMITH. You didn't hear any conversation between Ralph and 
Estes other than what you have testified to? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, Mr. Estes was telling him he should dress better, 
and as I recall Dr. Ralph had on a summer suit, wash and wear, that 
Mr. Estes didn't think was becoming to an Assistant Secretary. I 
think they asked my comments and I think I picked up some sleeves 
and looked at them because I don't think I have ever been in a suit 
department that I didn't. And the reason I think I did is because I 
didn't any price, didn't see any price tags on those suits. I don't 
recall any prices. 

And then there was a vicuna coat brought out. I went over and 
listened to some of the Goldfine hearings and I was quite a ware of 
the Goldfine coat. I think Dr. Ralph tried on the vicuna coat. This 
was a prank, as I interpreted it. Billie Sol said, "I could get a 
thousand dollars for a picture of you in that vicuna coat," something 
to that effect. But the coat was put back on the rack. 

Mr. SMITH. Did you see Dr. Ralph being measured for trousers or 
a suit? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not to my knowledge. He might have been, or might 
not have been. I couldn't tell the difference between a salesman put­
ting on a suit and turning up the cuffs. I wasn't that interested in 
what was going on. 

Mr. SMITH. Did you hear any conversation that indicated whether 
or not a purchase was being made or just looking at suits? 

Mr. MORRIS. He was looking at suits, trying them on, and Mr. 
Estes was telling him-and I told him how good a couple of them 
looked on him, and how a couple of them didn't look so good. But 
as to the consummation of the sale, whether he bought any or Mr. 
Estes bought any, that I don't know as a matter of certain knowledge. 

Mr. SMITH. After you left the store, then, you were with Dr. Ralph 
coming back to ,v ashington, were you? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. I went on out to the Fabens Cotton Festival. 
I am not sure Dr. Ralph came back to vVashington. 

Mr. SMITH. Did you have any conversation with Dr. Ralph any 
time after that regarding whether or not he was to rieceive a suit? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. I think we were in a group. I think we went 
out to dinner together that night. I think we stayed together in the 
group. 

Mr. SMITH. Do you remember any conversation as to whether or not 
a suit had been purchased? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. SMITH. I guess that is all that I have, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I have a lot more questions. 
1\fr. Langen, since we are going around. 
Mr. LANGEN. Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Morris, I am sure that it goes without saying that this is prob­

ably an experience that we don't cherish, either one of us. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. However, I think you realize, as I do, that if this 

committee is going to be in a position in which they can write a re­
port, make recommendations, or whatever the case may be, it be­
comes essential that we have the facts relative to the case as close 
as we can possibly determine them to be. For that reason, of course, 
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it becomes essential that we do everything possible for the purpose 
of exploring what those facts are. 

As I recall the testimony beginning this morning-and I would 
like to start at this point-your first meeting with Estes was on March 
1, 1961? 

Mr. MoRRIS. To my best recollection, yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. This came about because you were assigned to go to 

Texas to interview some applicants for State ASC Committee~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. In connection wjth the meeting of a Mr. Mattox you 

also met Mr. Estes? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. This, in turn, by virtue of the events that took place, 

brought you down to Pecos, Tex., and the events that took place there 
,v hich ca used you to miss your plane and so on? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGE::N". And so out of this initial meeting grew what I have 

gathered to be quite a friendship--
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN (continuing). Within the very short period of time 

of only about a year or 13 months or something like that. • ,vhat puz­
zles me about it is that didn't it occur to you that this was a rather 
strange combination or sequence of events where you had come to 
Texas to meet with a certain individual and then wind up meeting 
another one, ending up in the town where you hadn't intended to g:o, 
bei 1g delayed in your scheduled trip, ending up very unexpectedly 
with a hundred dollar hat? This seems like kind of a unique combina­
tion to me to be the beginning of a friendship, in a sense, because to me 
it would arouse some suspicion. Didn:t all of this kind of strike you 
as being an odd combination or an odd sequence of events? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. As a matter of fact, I never expected to see the 
man again, as I have indi..,ated in my thinking. I said, "Our paths "ill 
never cross." This had no significance t.o me, sir. 

Mr. LANGEN. I can appreciate that you probably didn't expect to 
see him again, but the fact remains that you did. 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Inasmuch as you did, then it ,rnuld seem to me that 

on the second meeting, the third one or fourth one, or whatever the 
case may be, that the sequence of events relating to the first meeting 
must have somehow or other come to your mind, that this fellow that 
I met down there that bought me the hat and that led me off my sched­
ule the last time I was in Texas, it would seem to me that there should 
have been some kind of unique recollection of this first meeting. 

Mr. MoRRIS. It did, sir, and that is why I set about in my way paying 
him back for the hat. I set out very purposely to establish an even 
balance. 

::\Ir. LAXGEN. So that in that ffrnnt this seemed Jike a very unusual, 
possibly not acceptable, procedure whereby you did get this hat on 
the first visit, and this you recognized at this early stage and so set 
about trying to balance up the books, so to speak, in this respect; is that 
somewhat correct? 

Mr. MORRIS. ,~r ell, at the time I was given the hat, knowing the 
Texas hat custom, it meant nothing to me. It had no unusual signifi-
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cance at all. I was chagrined that it was a hundred-dollar hat. I 
read enough articles and stories about Texas millionaires o-ivino-people 
hats that it wasn't anything unusual to me, sir. 

0 0 

Mr. LANGEN. Then as ~ime 1:1oved along-and by the way, I am not 
sure ~hether I am clear m this respect-on your first visit, were you 
workmg for Dr. Ralph or Jacobs? 

Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Jacobs. 
Mr. LANGEN. You were working for Jacobs during the first visit? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. So that any experience that you had on that trip 

·would have been reported to Jacobs? ~ 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. As compared to Ralph? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Then as we move along in the time schedule comes 

the matter o_f the Cotton Boa~·d and his appointment to this Cotton 
Board. It 1s my tmderstandmg that this at first was an informal 
grot~p and then became a formal group, a part of the Dcpartinent of 
Agriculture? • 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. The purpose of this Board, if I understand it cor­

rectly, was to give advice, to discuss policy to some degree, inasmuch 
as all of the people on here were ,rnll acquainted with whatever 
problems existed in the cotton farm program area. 

Mr. MORRIS. That is my understanding. 
Mr. LANGEN. Is this basically correct? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Tl~en there arises ~ question as to the appointment 

of Mr. Estes to tlus Board. I believe you stated this morning that 
y~m wer~ aware of the fact that there was some question regardinO' 
his appomtment? 0 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN._ And that you became aware of this on the basis that 

~ recommendat10n had once been made and then it ,,;as delayed, noth­
mg ~appened, and you were wondering what happened. You were 
told 1t was because sor:nebody was exploring Mr. Estes. 

Mr. MoRms. Yes, sir. 
. Mr. LANGE~. At this point we get the second question that comes 
m. You havrng had the experience of having been there ha.vino­
gone through the exp_erience ~nd kno1:7ing of his actions and' his way 
and 1:1ean~ of <?Pe~·a~mg, havmg proVIded you with a hat and so on, 
a~ t.lus pomt didn't 1t occur to you that I wonder if all is well here 
with Mr. Estes? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr .. LANGEN. In_ so ~ondering, did you then report that to your 

superior, and at tlus pomt would 1t have been Dr. Ralph as compa.red 
to Dr.Jacobs? Or was it still Jacobs? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, it was Dr. Ralph. 
Mr. LANGEN. _It was Dr. Ralph. And Dr. Ralph was also-was he 

a member of this Cotton Board or did he sjt in on these meetings as 
a. member of the Department? 

Mr. _MORRIS. I think he was the Secretary's representative to the 
Committee. I am not sure, Mr. Langen. On most of them he was 



52 INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

the Secretary's representative, or on several of them he was, although 
the Cotton Committee was primarily under Mr. Murphy's guidance. 

Mr. LANGEN. As I understood, and recollect from Dr. Ralph's testi­
mony, I believe he said that he attended all or practically all of the 
Cotton Board meetings. So he must have attended as the Secretary's 
representative. 

Mr. MoRRIS. I am not certain of that, Mr. Langen. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you at that particular time report to anyone or 

call to anyone's attention, inasmuch as there was a concern about his 
appointment to the Board, the experience that you had had in Texas 
regarding the hat and so on? 

Mr. MORRIS. Regarding the hat, Congressman, I think I discussed 
the hat ·with practically everybody I knew in the Department. 

Mr. LANGEK. But relating to the question of his serving on the 
Board--

Mr. MORRIS. I don't beJieve I did, sir, because that didn~t occur to 
me, that that had any bearing on it. I had no guilt complex about 
the hat. It was after I knew that he did business with t.he Depart­
ment, I wanted to reimburse him in a proper wa.y. 

Mr. LANGEN. I realize that. But I am referring to your sta.te-
111.ent earlier where you acknowledged that this was a rather rnmsuaI 
experience. I am sure that in the-no, I can't say I am sure, but I 
am assuming that in a. number of the other trips that you made, in 
which you were intervie-wing people to serve on ASC committees or 
with the Department or this personnel assignment that you had, I 
don't expect you met too many that bought you a hat, as an example, 
or anything e1se, probably. 

Mr. MORRIS. No, I wouldn't--
Mr. LANGEN. So that this one experience Yrns bound to stand out as 

compared to the others? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. L,\NGEN. A" cl because there then was a question raised~ it would 

seem that it ·would have to be associated somewhere here. Is this 
right,or--

~,fr. MoRRIS. As I say, it was because questions were raised that I 
was reimbursing him for the hat in a courteous way. 

Mr. LAKGEN. Then comes the question of the cotton allotments. 
You stated this morning that this had been raised and had been dis­
cussed and talked about. They as well must have been a part of the 
consideration in the appointment to the Board. Correct? 

Mr. Monms. I didn't participate in his appointment to the Board,, 
Congressman Langen, so I don't know what entered into it. 

Mr. LANGEN. But you were a·ware there was some problem with the 
cotton allotments? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. As the righthand man of Dr. Ralph, did you report 

this to him? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Dr. Ralph kne-n~ all about the hat, yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. I am talking about the cotton allotments and irregu­

larities that may have existed there. 
. Mr. MORRIS. I l'"llow Dr. Ralph was generally familiar ·with it, yes, 

sir. 
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Mr. LANGEN. So that he in turn, as the Secretary's representative 
now on the Cotton Board, was also aware of the fact that there had 
been questions raised and had been suggestions made that all wasn't 
well as fa.r as the cotton allotments and Mr. Estes were concerned? 

Mr. MoRRis. I think so. Mr. Langen, it was, as far as I knew, 
common knowledge around that whole secretarial area that Mr. Estes 
had a cotton problem. 

Mr. LANGEN. In view of that, and in vie,v of the fact that there 
~wa? ~n arpotntment to be ~ade, and_ in view of what you stated today 
m. mterviewmg the respective candidates for ASC offices and so on, 
th~s would have been a logical question to raise relative to anyone 
bemg considered for such an appointment, would it not? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know that the hat ,vould, because here was 
amanwho--

Mr. LANGEN. I am getting back to cotton allotments, the fact that 
there were irregularities with the cotton allotments. 

Mr. MORRIS. There was a question whether there were irregularities 
at that time. 

::\fr. LANGEN. There was a question. And so because of that ques­
tion this would have been one of the points that certainly ought to 
be considered in the matter of his appointment. 

Mr. l\foRRIS. I can't presume to judge what the Secretary would 
consider, Mr. Langen. 

:Mr. LANGEN. All right; let me approach it from another angle. 
If you were interviewing a person who was to serve on an ASC 

committee as you did with a good many of them, and as you stated 
this morning this required getting a part of their personal back­
ground, determining whether or not they were a bona fide farmer, 
determining whether they were eligible in every respect to serve in 
that capacity, and in so doing if you had found a person on which 
there was a real question relative to some cotton allotments on his 
particular farm, this would have been one of the points that you would 
have given serious consideration to in making a recommendation, 
would it not? 

:Mr. MoRRIS. I did not make recommendations. I reported facts. 
Mr. LANGEN. All right. 
Mr. MORRIS. I would include that as a fact. 
Mr. LANGEN. You would have reported that as a fact? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. 
Mr. LANGEN. And it would have been one of the items that they 

,vere desirous of knowing, would it not? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Also it would have been one of the items that would 

have made some difference in their decision of whether or not to 
make the appointment? 

Mr. MORRIS. I assume it would be; yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. So that now we have clarified that as far as yourself 

and Dr. Ralph are concerned, you were aware of the problems and the 
questions that had been raised relative to the cotton allotments that 
he had acquired during this recent period? 

Mr. lVfoRRIS. Yes, sir . 
:iVIr. L~NGEN. ~~s time went a~ong-and I gather there were numer­

ous meetmgs of this Cotton Advisory Committee? 
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Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did they meet once a month? 
Mr. MoRms. I did not handle the scheduling, Congressman, and I 

don't recall that much detail about the Cotton Committee, how often 
it met, or on what basis. 

Mr. LANGEN. Did they meet more often prior to its becoming a 

formal group, or more often after they did? 
Mr. MORRIS. I could not answer that. 
Mr. LANGEN. You could not? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
I did not have that much to do with the Cotton Committee. I 

think I only went in once or twice for a few minutes. I had very little 
to do with the Cotton Committee, sir. 

Mr. LANGEN. But as I understood by your statements this morning, 
while you did not have anything particular to do with what went on 
in the meeting, you were serving that particular meeting in whatever 
capacity you could? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. In whatever their needs were, in providing transpor­

tation, hotel rooms, or other services that they might have required? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir; but the scheduling of their meetings, prepar­

ing the agenda, the conduct of them, I had nothing to do with, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. In view of this did it surprise you any when the re­

port finally did come through, indicating that Mr. Estes was a member 
of the--

Mr. MORRIS. I was not surprised; no, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. In other words, it did not disturb you any that there 

had been questions raised on cotton allotments, the. fact that he bought 
you a hat, the fact that there had been several noticeable irregulari­
ties here, but these were just overlooked? 

Mr. MORRIS. "'Vell, I don't know that there ,rnre irregularities. I 
know questions were raised, Congressman; as you know, I worked 
almost 6 years for Congressman Andersen and we had a lot of farmers 
who had problems, questions coming up, and in many instances the 
farmer in the end was completely right. 

From my experience I would not prejudge, and I did not haYe 
enough information to judge. 

Mr. LANGEN. "'iV ouldn't you have had as much information relative 
to Mr. Estes at this point as you had of Mr. Mattox, for instance, or 
as you had of any of the others that you interYie"~ed, and that yon 
had turned in reports on? 

Mr. MORRIS. I did not interview Mr. Estes or turn in a report on 
him. 

Mr. LANGEN. But you had visited with him; you knew him, you 
knew of his activities; you rn.ust have knovm him as well as you knew 
the others? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir; but I did not know that detail, that amount of 
detail of his operations. 

Mr. LANGEN. Did anyone ask you about him during the course of 
this consideration? 

Mr. MORRIS. Anyone in the Department? 
Mr. LANGEN. Anyone in the Department, yes. 
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Mr. MoRRis. I don't recall anyone ,asking me any specific questions 
about Mr. Estes; no, sir. 

Mr:. LANGEN. vVho ~eld up ~he d~cision? The decision was held up, 
I believe you stated this mornmg; it was held up by those higher up? 

Mr. MoRPJS. Over in the Secretary's office. 
Mr. LANGEN. Over in the Secretary's office somewhere it was held 

up. 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr.LANGEN. Doyouknowwho? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. You do know that it was held up in the Secretary's 

office because of the complaints that had been--
Mr:. MORRIS. I know that was my understanding, that it was held up 

pendmg comp1etion of this Estes investigation. 
. Mr. LANGEN. And they had sent somebody out there to investigate 
1t but you don't know who that was either? 

Mr. MoRRis. No, sir; I made no inquiry into the investio-ation. I 
knew no details of it. 

0 

Mr. LANGEN. Be that as it may, he ,vas appointed to the Cotton 
Board? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, -sir, and that indicated to me that in the investi~ 
gation review consideration, the man was cleared. 

Mr. LANGEN._ And after he was appointed, then these meetings 
were he;ld, I believe you stated that in the completion of your services 
you oftentimes heard from him prior to a meeting? 

Mr. MoRRrs. Yes, sir. 
M:. LA~GEN. As to making arrangements for him here at hotels or 

n~eetmg hn~ at the airport. I believe you mentioned that you ~et 
him at the 1a1rport many times? 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you regularly meet him at the airport when he 

came? 
Mr. MoRRis. If I could, I did, yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you ever meet any of the other members of the 

Cotton Council at the airport? 
Mr. MoRRis. Not a.ny m~mbers of the Cotton Committee, no, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. So that this was the only one of the Cotton Committee 

thait you would meet at the airport when he would come? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I met other advisory committee members, 

took them to ·and from airports, stayed over a.nd visited them when I 
was in their area. 

Mr: LANGEN. And in so doing, I gathered from your statement this 
morr~mg, he generally would call you first to determine what might 
be discussed at the meeting and how important it was and so on so 
that you somewhat ad'?sed him as_ to his ?oming or not coming? ' 

Mr. MORRIS. If I said that I did not mtend to, Congressman. I 
said ~e may have on occasion. I seem to recall he called me, and he 
was tied up and said should I come up to this meeting. 

I aske~ :i;)r. ~alph and Dr. ~alph said "Yes, tell him if he can, to 
come up, it is an important meetmg." 

Mr. LANGEN. I believe you said this morning, in connection with 
the number of telephone calls, that there were a number of these that 
were associated with his meetings of the Cotton Board? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. They were associated with his coming to Washington, 
or stopping off in ,Vashington en route someplace else. . 

Mr. LANGEN. Did he come on a number of other occasions when 
the Board did not meet? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Do you know the nature of those-- . 
Mr. MoRRIS. No. I seem to recall that on some occas10ns he was 

on his way to N e-w York or back from New York, and stopped over 
in Washington. 

He was up here for fund-raising dinners, h~ was up here on <:>ther 
trips. He was in and out of ,V ashington qmte a number of tnnes. 

Mr. LANGEN. Quite a number of times? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes. 
Mr. LANGEN. When he was in Washington as a rule did he stop by 

the Department of Agriculture? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Generally he would stop in th~re, yes, sir. . 
Mr. LANGEN. Did he make very many tnps here when he did not 

stop? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't tell you, sir, because I had many other duties, 

and I can't recall whether he always came in the Department or 
did not. I don't know, sir. . 

Mr. LANGEN. I believe you stated, too, that he had ment10ned or 
had said at one time that he was kind of unhappy about the fact that 
he was being investigated. 

I gather this was the investigation relative or prior to his appoint­
ment? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. Oh, I don't know, sir, whether it had any­
thing to do with his appointment. This as I understood it was the 
investigation of this transfer of cotton acreage. 

Mr. LANGEN. And because of this investigation, and his concern, 
there developed a meeting, did there not, or was going to be a meeting. 

I believe you said there was going t~ be a m~eti~g. a~~ you don't 
k:no,Y whether it ·was held or not, relative to his ehgibihty to serve 
on the Cotton Board? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know about any meeting of that nature, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Didn't you mentio~ this mor~ing t~at there was such 

a meeting planned or requested m connect10n with Senator Y ar· 
borouo·h? 

~1r.
0
MoRRIS. This was in September, I believe, that Senator Yar· 

borough asked me to come up, or his office staff asked me to come up 
and discuss it with him. 

Senator Yarborough or his office also as I recall called Dr. Ralph 
about it, and talked to him personally. 

Dr. Ralph in turn relayed that to me and said could ~ keep a1~ e:ye 
on this, or something to that effect. About the same Hung he said m 
effect about the other problems. 

Mr. LANGEN. Did you say Senator Yarborough did call Dr. Ralph 
on this matter? 

Mr. MORRIS. As I recall, sir, either Senator Yarborough or some­
body from his office. 

Dr. Ralph called me and said I have had a call from Senat_or 
Y arborou~h's office about Estes' cotton problem, keep an eye on it; 
or I promised him we would keep an eye on it. 
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Mr. LANGEN. So that at this point Dr. Ralph was also concerned 
about the appointment? 

Mr. MORRIS. vVell, he was aware of it. 
Mr. LANGEN. A ware enough so that he conveyed jt to you and let 

you know that Senator Yarborough had--
Mr. MORRIS. Or Senator Yarborough's office as I recall. I am not 

sure whether it \\"as the Senator himself. I was not in there when he 
received the call. 

(See comment by Senator Ralph ,V. Yarborough, p. 146.) 
Mr. LANGEN. During all of these visits-and I gather, too, that he 

made a number of visits to your house? 
Mr. M:oRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. ·when \YaS the first of these? 
Mr. MORRIS. Sometime in the spring of 1961 he came up, or came 

through here on a trip, or a Cotton Committee meeting, I don:t recall. 
Mr. LANGEN. In the spring of 1961 ? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. So it would have been shortly after your first meeting 

with him in--
Mr. MoRRIS. Sometime within the next couple of months, yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGE~T (continuing). ·within the next couple of months? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Then these visits and these trips continued on during 

the summer? 
::\fr. Moruus. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. How many other of the peop]e on the Cotton Board 

made these same kind of visits to you or to your house? 
Mr. MORRIS. None, sir. I don:t lmo\\" any of them that 1ml]. 
Mr._ LANG~N. I get back to where we started. Hmv did this particu­

lar fnendslnp develop to that degree in this real short period of time 
after this unusual experience in Texas in the first instance? 

Mr. MORRIS. Con°Tessman, I don't know \Yhat you mean by this real 
short period of time. • 

Mr. LANGEN. It is a short period of time. 
Mr. :MORRIS. I was quite fayorably impressed with Mr. Estes ,Yhen 

I fir_st met him and I tell you frankly I liked the man tremendously. 
He nnpressed me tremendously as an individual. Not his ,Yealth or 
any of that, because I am not too easily impressed with that. But 
when he called and came to "'Washington and wrote and sent me ma­
terial and press clippings that had been published and all how do you 
describe how a close ~riend~hip d~velops? They don't d;Yelop often, 
but a real close family fnendslnp developed w·ith Mr. Estes. ,Ve 
\Yere Yery fond of him. 

Mr. LANGEN. So that we get the sequence right here ,ms it in Sep­
tember that you and Dr. Ralph were in Dallas \Yith_:_harn I <Y0t the 
right month? 0 

Mr. MoRnrs. Yes, sir. 
Mr. L:'-\.NGEN. Thi~, then, constituted the second experience -in \Yhich 

now agam you were m the company of Mr. Estes? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
~r. LANGEN. And which, on this occasion, you again had the ex­

perience of Mr. Estes trying to provide gifts that were certainly 
beyond the usual? 
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Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. This time ·with someone in the Department bearing 

the title of an Assistant Secretary. Didn't that raise some kind of 
suspicion or some kind of question? 

Mr. MonRIS. I didn't let him buy me any clothes, Congressman. 
Mr. LANGEN. But the mere fact-was this his first meeting with 

Dr. Ralph? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, no; no, sir. He had been in and out of the office. 
Mr. LANGEN. He had been in and out of the office before this? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. 
Mr. LAN"GEX. But at the same time it was the first meeting they had 

met in Texas? 
Mr. MoRRIS. To my know ledge. 
Mr. LANGEN. And on this first meeting it very conveniently turns 

out exactly the same way, completely unplanned on your part, com­
pletely unplanned on Dr. Ralph's part, but at the same time you wound 
up trying on clothes-hats in the first instance? 

Mr. MORRIS. I didn't, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. But Dr. Ralph did? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. He -n·as having exactly the same experience that you 

had had in the first instance, right? 
Mr. MoRRIS. ""\Vell, not exactly the same. I think buying me the 

hat, I didn't know the man had any relation to Agriculture, is a little 
different, Congressman. 

Mr. LANGEN. So maybe it is different. At the same time can you 
think of any other person or any other experience that is comparable 
to this? Did you ever go anywhere for the Department of Agriculture 
on .any kind of an assignment and two times in succession wind up 
with a man buying some clothes for him? 

Mr. MoRnrs. Congressman, I don't think-­
Mr. LANGEN. Is there a comparable experience? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Congressman, I don't think in any of my Agriculture 

trips I ever met or was associated with a man of the obvious or a p­
parent wealth of Mr. Estes. I don't recall ever meeting a man who 
had so much money to spend and spent so much money. It was a 
unique experience. 

Mr. LANGEN. Let me just correct that. You thought he had that 
much money to spend, because obviously he didn't have it. But even 
at that, we acknowledge that he had a lot of money to spend. Be that 
as it may, this was still a pretty irregular practice of the minute he 
met someone from the Department to immediately pursue the very 
same avenue and wind up buying or attempting to buy clothes for 
them. This seems to me to be real unusual. 

Doesn't it to you? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't speak for Mr. Estes, as to whether this was 

unusual--
Mr. LANGEN. I am asking your opinion. What puzzles me is that 

this didn't arouse suspicion enough to where it was reported to a 
greater degree to those above or whoever was dealing with it, remem­
bering nmY that you "·ere also a ware that there had been questions 
regardjng his quota allotment, remember that you were also aware 
that he ,Yas in the grain storage business in a big capacity, and had 
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bragged about this. Remembering, too, that he had acknmdedD"ed 
his acquaintance w·ith people in the Department, Members of Cono-r~s 
ancl so on. This point it just seems to me couldn't go unnoticecf ' 
. ~~-. MORRIS. C<:mgressman_, if you _are_ asking me about my respon­

s1b1hties, I --was -n·1th my officrnl super10r 1f you know channels in Gov­
ernment, sir. 

I was not requi1:ed or expect~d, for in Governn;e;11-t when _you go 
around your superior, you are m trouble. My official superior was 
present, the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture. I had no one else 
to report anything to, sir. This v,as my superior I was with. And 
he kne,Y everything I kne·w. 

Mr. LANGEX. So now, then, you became aware that here was an 
~-\..ssistant Secretary of Agriculture that had responded to the efforts 
of Mr. Estes in providing an unusual amount of gifts. You were 
aware of that? 

Mr. MORRIS. I ,Yas ,nrnre that he vrns over there in the store the 
three of us ,Yere in the store. I am not aware that he responded or 
accepted. I hope then--

Mr. LANGEN. Bec~use }_'OU k~1e:' ,Yhat happened to J'OU ,Yhen you 
went on the same kmd of a m1ss10n. you ,yound up ,nth a huudred 
dollar hat? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. But many people have told me of his gen­
~rosity to all kinds of people. He built churches for the Negroes 
m Pecos. He built a church for the poor Mexicans. I heard from 
many sources of his great generosjty. Here ,Yas a man who, from 
all I heard, spent a lot of money. 

Mr. LANGEK. Of course I can appreciate that: tha.t he mny have 
heen very benevolent to those who ,vere in need, hut I don't krmY that 
the s~me thing: app]ies to an Assistant Secretary of Agrfrnlture. 
I clon t sunpose that he would have been rnaki1w o-ifts there for the 
sake of being benevolent. I can. see this bejng d;n; to some poor kid 
01_1 the str:eet, yes, 01: somebody m need. But it takes on an entirely 
ddfere_nt_ mterpre!at10n, [llld I don't see hmY you can come out with 
the opm10n that his be11evo]e11ce reached all the way up to an Assistant 
Secretnry of A£Ticulture. 

Jfr. ).1oRRIS.~ C'ong-ressnrnn, if I didn't say earlier I want to sav 
nmY, I was disturbed by this; I didn't want to be party to it. I walked 
,1 ,va.y: I ,yas embarrassed. I hoped that Dr. Ralph would not let him 
bu~· hi_rn nny clof11es. And ns I said, I beJieve I warned Dr. Ralph 
about 1L that he lrn<l a tenden?y to spend t?o much money. 

)fr. Fou~TAIX. The committee stands m recess :for another brief 
period of time. 

( A short recess.) 
::\fr. ForNTAIX. Let the committee come to order. 
Let the record shmY that a quorum is still present. 
_:_fr. Langen? 
Mr. LANGEX. In ligl_1t of ~his, that ;you did warn Dr. Ralph, you 

must. have had some d~scusswn abo_ut 1t after being in the store, and 
I gather ~ou vn-u·ned ~11111. '\Vhat did_ Dr. Ralph have to say about jt, 
the expenence of trymg on these smts and the shoes and the coats 
or whatever else there was ? 

Mr. Monms. I don:t think I saw Dr. Ralph for some clays or week or 
bYo a ft.er that, and I don't recall any discussion of it, Congressman. 
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Mr. LANGEN. But you just stated you warned him about it? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I belieYe I did. I believe either as we were leaving the 

hotel or when it became apparent that ,Ye were going into Neiman­
Marcus, I think I whispered something to Dr. Ralph about "watch 
him, he gets too Jibe.ral at times" or something, ",Vatch him, he might 
want to buy you something.~: I am not certain, Congressman, but I 
believe I did say snmething to Dr. Ralph. 

Mr. LANGEN. D,) you mean to say that other than that, you neYer 
discussed that experience again? 

Mr. )fonms . ..1.. To, sir; not that I recall. 
Mr. LANGEN. Do you mean that--
Mr. MORRIS. Until this 11.ash came np in the press. 
Mr. LA~ ~GEN. Do you mean that again this experience of being ju­

,~ited into a store, trying on suits that I understood run into seYeral 
hundred do11ars, $:200 or more, and that this didn't attract enough 
attention to en~n -i;ya1Tant a comment between the t,Yo of you after it 
was over? • 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don:t recall any discussion on it, Congressman. 
Mr. LAXGEN. This again kind of surprises me, that an experience 

of this kind wouldn:t. generate at least that much attention. 
Let me ask you, too, in connection with this visit to Dallas. Did 

you stay in a hotel at Dallas? 
Mr. MonRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. 'What hotel? 
~fr. MoRRis. I don't remember but I think it 1Yrrs the Statler-Hilton. 
Mr. LANGEK. As I umlerstancl, from what information I ha Ye, you 

had reservations at another hotel? 
Mr. Monms. At another hotel: yes, sir. 
.. dr. LANCTEX. Hm'"· did you get on:r to the Statler-Hilton~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. )fr. Estes and one or two people, I don:t kno,Y hmY 

many, were waiting at the airport when we arriYed. Dr. Ralph and I 
came in from different directions. I came from Atlanta. They said. 
"vVe have also made reservations at the hotel." I believe our meetings 
,Yere in the Statler-Hilton and Dr. Ralph said we will stay o,-er there 
instead of at the other hotel, then. 

Somebody called and released the other reservation. 
Mr. LANGEK. And these accommodations that you then had at the 

Statler-Hilton, did Mr. Estes take care of those for you? 
Mr. MORRIS. Somebody paid my bill, because when I \Yent to get it 

they said., "It is paid." "\Ve \Yere c.hecking out. 
Mr. L\XGEX. Do I gather from that that you don't kno,Y who paid 

them? 
Mr. l\fonmf;\. I don't kno,y: no, sir. Somebody in the party said, 

"The bi.11 is all taken care of, lees go." Cabs were waiting and we 
were 1 e'.1ded for the airport. I assumed somebody in the Estes party 
settled the bill. 

(:Mr. Morris subsequently advised the subcommittee that he searched 
h 1Q trr.-vel file and found hjs receipted bill and recalls other events 
which convince him that he personally paid this hotel bill.) 

Ur. LANGEK. It is true, is it not, that this was a suite that Estes 
had reserved there most of the time ? 

M-:. MoRRrs. I don:t knmY that, sir. I didn't stay in any suite. I 
stayed in a single room. 
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Mr. LANGEN. My information indicates that you left that hotel on 
September 7 at 9 :20, which was Room 2421, or rather you arrived at 
9 :20 on September 7 and left on September 9 at 9 :17, and that Estes 
arrived in the same room-pardon me. This is wrong. 

Estes arrived at the same hotel at about the same time so that you 
were all staying in here, is what I am trying to get at. 

Mr. MoRRIS. He was there for a meeting of the Cotton Committee. 
How long he had been there, or where he stayed before I arrived, I 
do not know, sir. 

Mr. LANGEN. But whatever the case may be, the hotel accommoda­
tions then were paid for by what you assume to be Mr. Estes or some 
of his party ? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did Dr. Ralph stay at the same hotel? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. In the same room, or in another room? 
Mr. MORRIS. He was I think two doors down from me, something 

like that. I think he was on the same floor I was on. 
Mr. LANGEX. And his accommodations were taken care of, too? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. To move on, let me then get to Christmas of that year, 

when you received the two money orders, as did Dr. Ralph. They 
arrived at your place on Christmas Day. When they arrived, what 
kind of an interpretation did you put on receiving two $100 money 
orders? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I interpreted it as Christmas. 
Mr. LANGEN. As being a Christmas gift? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir . 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you also anticipate that the money orders that 

Dr. Ralph got were also Christmas gifts? 
Mr. MORRIS. I didn't at that time know about them, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. vVhen did you first find out about them? 
Mr. MORRIS. When he and I discussed it. 
Mr. LANGEN. When you discussed it, did you agree that these prob­

ably were Christmas gifts? 
Mr. MORRIS. My thinking was that they were Christmas gifts. We 

agreed that we would, to dispose of them, because we did not want to 
accept them, we would consider them contributions to the dinner. It 
was ticket selling time for the dinner. 

,Ve said that is the way we "-ould handle it, and then we wrote a 
memora1~dum to the Secretary, telling the Secretary about it, and how 
we had disposed of them. 

• Mr. LANGEN. So that it was your decision then that you were goin~ 
to convert them into a party contribution or to tickets to the dinnerl 

. Mr. MoRRIS. vVe would dispose of them in that way; yes, sir. We 
d1d not want to accept them ourselves. 

Mr. LANGEN. At this poin~ did it occur to you that they probably 
should have boon sent ba,ck masmuch as you had already acknowl­
edged that this was not a proper contribution? 

Mr. MORRIS. As I recall, Dr. Ralph and I discussed the various 
alternatives and we said if we send them back we run the risk of 
offending Mr. Estes, embarrassing Mr. Estes. They are in multiples 
of a hundred dollars, ticket-selling time is here, let's just endorse them 
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o_ver to the national. co.r:rimittoo and assume t_hey were for dinner 
tickets and be done with it. Then we have received nothino- we have 
accepted nothing, we have done nothing improper ourselves. 

0
' 

_Mr. LANGEN. Again wasn't this a kind of unusual experience? 
D~d you _ever get any money orders of any kind in the mail before in 
this fash10n? 

Mr. MoRRis_. I can't. recall who has given me presents through the 
years. I received Christmas gifts from a number of people. 

Mr. LAN~EN. Didn't it also occur to you that-so that the record 
ma:y _be straigl:-t h~re-that there certainly isn't anything wrong with 
political contribut10ns to a party as such? This isn't involved here. 
But I think this raises a question, when this kind of a contribution 
comes to an ~ssistant secretary, or a prominent person in the Depart­
m~nt ?f Agricult~1re, and they are then converted into a political con­
tnbut10n, that tlus wasn't exactly the proper manner in which to treat 
them. 

Mr. MORRIS. Are you asking me the question, Mr. Langen? 
Mr. LANGEN. I am asking. • 
Mr. MORRIS. You say do I think it "TI"asn't a proper manner? 
Mr. LANGEN. Yes. 
~r. MoRRI~. I con~luded it was the most acceptable manner. I 

cant see any impropriety on my part. I did not accept-I can't say 
that he was wrong in sending me a Christmas present of $200 money 
orders, but I felt it would he wrong for me to ·accept them. I could 
h~ve stuck them in a bureau drawer for 20 years and cashed them. I 
did not want to accept that kind of present from anybody. 

Mr. LANGEN. I can appreciate that, and I compliment you for it. 
Mr. Mo~RIS. I discusse~ it with my superior and he and I agreed. 

I wa~ tal~mg to my super10r, :pr. Ralph. He and I agreed this is how 
we will dispose of them, get rid of them. We didn't want them. 

Mr. LANGEN. I can appreciate that and I compliment you for that. 
Mr. MoRRIS. As to whet~er w~ used g?od judgment, I can't say. 
~r. LANGEN. ':fhe questi_on still remams of whether this is a proper 

act10n of acceptmg any kind of a monetary contribution as an em­
ploy~e that yo1;1 q~estioned in the fir~t place and th~t y_ou have ~ow 
admitted you didn t want any part of rt, and then taking it convertmo­
it into a political contribution. ' 

0 

Mr. MoRRIS. From where I sit, Congressman, all I can say is that 
I discussed it with my official superior, disposed of them as the two 
of us agreed we would. I feel I met my obligation when I did that. 

In addition, we wrote a memorandum to the Secretary so that he 
would be informed of it. 

Mr. LANGEN. So you wrote a memorandum to the Secretary. This 
memorandum somehow or other seems to have become lost. But let 
that be as it may, now then, at this point, with regard to the respective 
gif~s which are munerous in number, you were aware of Mr. Estes' 
act10ns, so was Dr. Ralph, so was Mr. Jacobs, so was Mr. Murphy 
and if the note that you delivered was, so was the Secretary· all of 
these people were a ware of these irregularities as far as M; Estes 
is concerned at this point; isn't that right? 

Mr. MORRIS. I assume they were because I know of no reason why 
they shouldn't be. It was something to be properly considered. 
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Mr. LANGEN. I believe you stated, too, that it was common knowl­
edge a.round the Department that there had been questions raised on 
the cotton allotments and we have had previous testimony which indi­
cated that there had been reports and questions raised relative to grain 
storage and the amounts and so on. So that it then became almost 
common know ledge in the top echelon of the Department that all 
these things were going on. 

Mr. MORRIS. That was my impression. 
Mr. LANGEN. That was your impression. 
Then, I wonder how you can say, as I believe you said this morni g, 

that there wasn't any kind of favoritism or any kind of concern on 
the part of the Department rela,tive to Mr. Estes, when in view of this 
acknowledgment among all of these people, come February 23, 1962, 
they again approved another 8 million bushels of storage when it has 
also been revealed that a report had been requested regarding the 
cotton allotment experience, and that that report had been requested 
to have been written in favor of Mr. Estes' actions, how can you then 
say that to your knowledge there was no consideration or no favorable 
consideration given to Mr. Estes? You knew all of these. 

Mr. MoRRis. Because, sir, everything you have enumerated I have 
learned from the press since I left the Department. I did not know 
of those things, Congressman. 

Mr. LANGEN. No, no. All of the things that I ha.ve enumerated 
you have stated during the course of testimony you were aware of. 
You were there when you got the hat, you were there when Ralph 
tried on the suits, you received the money orders, you were aware of 
the fact that there was an exploration of his cotton allotments, you 
were aware of all these things, so you have testified during the course 
of this day. 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, up to that point. 
Mr. LANGEN. And I hope you didn't have to read it in the papers 

in order to verify it. 
Mr. MoRRis. Sir, I was aware of that but your question included 

additional points, that 8 million bushels of grain went into his ele­
vators and other things. I knew nothing about that. 

In answer to your whole long question, I only knew half of that. 
Mr. LANGEK. You knew that he was appointed to the Cotton Board? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir, and when he was appointed I assumed that as 

a result of the investigation he had been exonerated. From where I 
sat it appeared to me the man had been exonerated, Mr. Estes was 
cleared. 

Mr. LANGEN. All right, so he had been exonerated and you knew 
this. 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Didn't it ever occur to you that that exoneration 

might have been due to the fact that money orders were being sent 
and that all of these other matters that we talked about here were to 
play a part in that? 

Mr. MORRIS. I assume they played a negative part. I can't see 
:"here they would ha:7"e played a positive part. If I were sitting in 
Jt~dgment on an appomtment of that nature, they would be negative 
with me. 

Mr. LANGEN. They would be negative? 
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Mr.Momns. Yes. 
Mr. LANGEN. So that your assumption would have been that these 

actions, being negative, should have prevented the appointment? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't say they should have prevented it because I do 

not know what factors went into such an appointment. But I know 
I was disturbed by them.. But when he was appointed, that indicated 
to me that their investigations had cleared him. 

Mr. LANGEN. Didn't it occur to you-and I raised this same point 
with Dr. Ralph-as you stated just a moment ago with regard to the 
money orders, your decision was not to send them back to him because 
you might hurt his feelings--

Mr. MoRRIS. That is right. 
Mr. LANGEN. I can't quite imagine that it would hurt a man's 

feelings too much to send him back a money order that you, yourself, 
admitted was improper, and that you, yourself, have stated, with 
regard to the hat and some other statements he had made, was some­
what out of order on his part. If that kind of an attitude prevailed, 
that you were so afraid of hurting his feelings, can you then imagine 
anyone saying "No" to him when it came to a matter of approving 
grain storage, or moving grain into his elevators, or makng sure that 
all the arrangements with regard to cotton allotments were all right? 
Don't you suppose these would have hurt his feelings? 

. Mr. MoRRIS. I can't answer for anybody but myself, Congressman. 
I went to my superior; I discussed it with my superior. This was the 
decision made. From my standpoint, I feel I have discharged what 
was reasonably expected of me. I did not accept anything, I cannot 
say it was improper for him to send me a Christmas present. I 
thought it was improper for me to accept it, and I did not accept it. 

I discussed it with my superior and the decision was made in that 
discussion to endorse them over and give them to the national com­
mittee and say they are contributions for the dinner and be done 
with it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Will the geiJtleman yield? 
Mr. LANGEN. I will be glad to. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you mean to tell this committee, Mr. Morris, 

that you don't think it was improper for him to send these two $100 
money orders? • 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know whether I am competent to judge, Con­
gressman. I can judge only my own actions. To me it would have 
been improper for me to have accepted. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. If it would have been improper for you to have 
-accepted it, isn't that a strong indication that it was improper for 
him to send you what amounts to $200, without any explanation 
whatsoever, in view of the position which you occupied in the De­
partment? 

Mr. MoRRIS. It came to my home, we were close personal friends, 
he was a man of apparent great wealth. At the time I did not attach 
any-I bawled him out for it. I said, "Billie, I told you not to make 
me the target of your generosity." • • 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Go ahead, Mr. Langen. I wanted to get that par­
ticular point in. 

Mr. LANGEN. Mr. Morris--
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Mr. MoRRIS. I would not have done it, Congressman, had I been in 
his position. 

Mr. LANGEN. The fact still remains that right at this particmlar "time, 
in fact, dated J an,uary 12, 1962, is the report on cotton allotments 
written by Mr. Tom Miller. 

Did I understand you to say this morning that you knew Tom 
Miller? 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you know about this investigation? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN (continuing). That he was--
Mr. MORRIS. Oh, I knew of the overall investigation. I knew 

nothing of Mr. Miller making any investigation, no, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. At the same time, you were aware of a situation that 

had grown to such proportions that it was necessary to call for an 
investigation; you knew that there were all kinds of questions being 
raised relative to his entire field of operation; yet you could not deter­
mine that the receipt of $200 had any relationship to all of this? 

Mr. MoRRis. I did not so relate it, no, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. This is just beyond my ability to comprehend, with 

so many people in the Department being a ware of it, and the evidence 
is certainly here, as to the results as far as Mr. Estes was concerned . 

Let me explore another area. 
One further question in this connection while we are on this subject. 
I have mentioned before that as far as political contributions are 

concerned, certainly they are in order. 
vVe know they have got to be made and so on. 
But in connection with this dinner, and the purchase of tickets, I 

understand that there was a question of a number of other tickets, and 
that there was a request for the sale of some additional tickets. 

Were you a ware of this? 
Mr. MoRRis. A request to sell some additional tickets? 
Mr. LANGEN. Yes. 
Mr. Mornns. I had no request to sell additional tickets; no, Con-

gressman. . 
Mr. LANGEN. In the notes that I have here-and these are the notes 

of your appearance before the staff-I note that "Estes bought a 
thousand dollars worth of anniversary tickets for the office of Lyndon 
Johnson when the office advised him that they were short of tickets." 

You must have made some reference to this in your testimony to 
that at that time? 

Mr. MORRIS. I placed a call from our office to the Vice President's 
office for Mr. Estes, and handed him the telephone. And all I know 
is the end of the conversation I heard. I don't know whether he 
bought him the tickets, delivered the tickets. I don't know those 
things, Congressman. 

Mr. LANGEN. Then let me explore that a little further. You say 
you placed a call for Mr. Estes? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes. 
Mr. LANGEN. To Lyndon Johnson? 
Mr. MoRRIS. To his office. 
Mr. LANGEN. To his office? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes. 
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Mr. LANGEN. And he just requested you to make this call for him? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. . . 
Mr. LANGEN. This did involve the sale of some tickets to the dmner? 
Mr. MoRRIS. There was discussion. All I heard was his end of the 

discussion. It was rubout 10 tickets that somebody needed. And he 
said I will provide them, or I will provide the money for them, or 
something like that. 

That is my recollection of it. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. LANGEN. I will be glad to. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you know who was at the other end of the tele­

.phone, engaged in conversation with Mr. Estes? 
Mr. MORRIS. I think his name was Carter, Cliff Carter. 
I placed the call. Again, men like that would come into the office 

_and say, "Would you make a call for me to ?omeone," and I wou!d 
make the call, hand him the phone, call the Hill or some place. I did 
not attach any unusual significance to it, that is why I don't know all 
the details. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Where was the call made from? 
Mr. MoRRIS. From our office. 
Mr. LANGEN. This was at the same time, however, that you also 

gave to him the tickets that you had purchased with the money 
orders? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not at that moment, no, sir. I did not have the tickets. 
Mr. LANGEN. You did not have the tickets? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. When did you give him the tickets? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I think the day before the dinner or the day of the 

dinner. I did not get the tickets until the day before the dinner or 
the day of the dinner. • 

Mr. LANGEN. When was the dinner? 
Mr. MoRRIS. January 20, as I recall. 
Mr. LANGEN. You just bought the tickets on the 19th, the 18th, or 

something prior to--
Mr. MORRIS. No, Congressman. They had been ordered for some 

time. 
Mr. LANGEN. When did you order them? 
Mr. MonRis. I don't recall the dllites. I think my wife and I ordered 

ours on the 16th-I don't recall the dates. Early in the month they 
were ordered. You don't get the ticket until they have arranged the 
seating arrangement. 

Mrs. DwYER. Would the gentleman yield at this point? 
Mr. LANGEN. I will be glad to. 
Mrs. DwYER. '\iVhat date ·was it that this phone call was put in by 

vou to the Vice President's office? 
V Mr. MoRRIS. I believe it was on the 18th, Mrs. Dwyer, because as 
I recall the purpose of the call ,ms to invite them to a dinner that 
Mr. Estes was giving. 

Mrs. DwYER. To invite the Vice President and his wife to the din­
ner? 

Mr. MoRRIS. The staff, I think he was inviting. 
Mrs. DwYER. You don't know? 
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Mr. MORRIS. Well, that was, as I understand the purpose of the call, 
would I get Cliff Carter for him, I think was the man I called, and 
he was gojng to invite them to a dimrnr he was having the night before 
the anniversary dinner. . 

This possibly was the 19th thait this call was made. He had a dmner 
of his ovm at the Sheraton Park the night before the fund raising din­
ner. And I went to that dinner myself. It was in the Sheraton Park 
Hotel. 

Mrs. DWYER. Didn't this im.press you, th.at he would come into you 
and ask you to call the Vice President's office? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, mam, I was quite impressed with the man. 
Mrs. DwYER. ·would this be one of the reasons why you did not 

want to displease Estes, because you instinctively knew that he had a 
friendly relationship with the top, so to speak? 

Mr. MoRRIS. From where I sat, I would not be rude to or offend any 
man in his position. 

Mrs. DwYER. It was impressive to come into your office and say "Get 
the Vice President's office" ? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes. '\iV ell, I worked on the Hill and I worked for 
Congressmen who could get the Vice President on the telephone. I 
am not easily impressed with the fact you can do it. But a man who 
knew everybody as ,Yell as Mr. Estes did, I was quite favorably im­
pressed with him. 

Mrs. DwYER. Thank you, Mr. Langen. 
Mr. LANGEN. Just following the matter of the impression, if I may. 
Didn't it ever occur to you that maybe a big part of this impression 

that he seemed to be ruble to convey to anybody, or to everybody, might 
have been accomplished by virtue of the fact that you had had the 
experience of his buying you a hat, you had seen where he had attempt­
ed to buy suits for somebody else, had you got money orders in the 
mail, and the whole ,vorks, that a great part of this impression was 
being bought? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not that he was buying peoples' friendship, because 
he did not buy mine. He could not buy mine. 

Mr. LANGEN. Did you ever see anybody else participate in those 
kinds of actions? 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, you would have to have known Billie Sol 
Estes in those days to understand why people liked him so well, why 
they ,Yere so fond of him. 

He may have had enemies. I never met one. I never met a critic. 
I never heard anything derogatory about him. 

Mr. LA GEN. Let me explore another angle. 
I understand you also had a telephone credit card that belonged to 

Mr. Estes. 
Is that right? 
Mr. MORRIS. I had a number that he had written down. That was 

for the--
Mr. LANGEN. You had a number that he had written down? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. So that you were at liberty at any time to make a 

telephone call if you so desired on a credit card given to you by Mr. 
Estes? 

Or a credit card number? 
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Mr. MORRIS. It would depend on the purpose of the call, Congress-
man. 

Mr. LANGEN. But you had the numbed . 
Mr. MORRIS. He gave me the number; yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Why did he give you t~e. number? . 
Mr. MoRRIS. Because my wife was wr1tmg a column, without com­

pensation, for a :raper in which he was interested, and on seve~al oc­
casions she had wired or called the paper and I had called and,, e had 
paid for the calls and we would not let him reimburse us. 

I did not want to take money from anybody. And he said "I don't 
want you payino- for calls and Alice paying for calls; ·when she calls 
the paper or wh~n she has business use this credit card number"-:-and 
he wrote it down on a little slip of paper, or he had already written 
it down, and just handed it to me. . 

He knew I would not let him reimburse me, for a call, and my wife 
would not let him. . 

Mr. LANGEN. So you had this credit card n~mber t]:iat he had given 
to you, primarily for the purpose of your wife callmg back to Mr. 
Estes--

Mr. MoRRIS. Or the paper. 
Mr. LANGEN. Or the paped 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. And reporting what was going into a column? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Is this a daily paper? 
Mr. MoRRIS. It is a daily paper, yes. 
Mr. LANGEN. How often did she write a column? 
Mr. MoRRIS. It was a weekly column featured on the editorial page, 

Sunday edition. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did she call these in each week? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. She wrote them and sent them. dmvn. But 

occasionally you make a mistake, and she would have to call _~n_d cor­
rect the mistake. I think she reversed Alaska and Ha wan m the 
order of admission in the column one time and picked it up and either 
wired or called down and corrected it. She was not accepting com­
pensation, nor would we let him reimburse us for th~ tele1?hone call. 

I said "Foraet it Billie." I wanted to keep thmgs m balance 
between hs and I did ~ot want to ever let him give me any money. _All 
he had usually was hundred ~ollar bills, rolls of hun_dred dollar bills. 

I had to pay cab fares for 1nm. He would try to give me a hundred 
dollar bill to reimburse me for $5 worth of telephone calls. 

Finally, in January, this was sometime in ~ anuary, ~1e handed me 
that slip of paper, as I recall it was about 3 mches ,v1de and so on, 
and he said: "Here is my credit card number. Don't pay for any 
more calls, you or Alice.:' 

I would not let him reimburse me. 
Mr. LANGEN. Yet in spite of all these attempts, and they keep grow­

ino- all the time, of his attempting to reimburse you in one form or 
an~ther it still did not arouse any kind of suspicion that all ,ms not 
well with Mr. Estes in whatever he was trying to do? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Sir, I think he should have reimbursed us but I did 
not want to accept reimbursement because that was another means I 
employed to try to strike a balance between us. 
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If I had made a phone call or my wife had made one, I would say, 
"ForO"et it." 

Mt LANGEN. Did you have occasion to use the cre~it card? 
Mr. MORRIS. I think my wife and I probably used 1t three o~ four 

times in the time we had it. Only to call down there or sometlung. 
Mr. LANGEN. I understand that-­
Mr MoRRIS. This was not personal use. 
Mr: LANGEN. I understand that you found occasion to provide Dr. 

Ralph with this credit card number? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. . . 
Mr. LANGEN. Can you relate the circumstances surrounding the 

need for Dr. Ralph to--
Mr. MoRRIS. We were in the office, I believe it was February 16. 
The Secretary had asked Dr. Ralph to stand by, he wanted to see 

him. 
As I did when I worked for a Congressman, I never went home 

until Dr. Ralph left. So I stayed. . 
Late in the evening, somewhere around 6 o'clock, probably, 1t was 

late, the call came to come over to the Secretary. 
In the meantime Mrs. Ralph had arrived. They were going to 

dinner with somebody. They and I waited while he went over to see 
the Secretary. . 

He was over there maybe 30 minutes, I do~'t know. It seem~d like 
30 minutes. He came hack and he looked qmte shaken and deJected. 
He said, "Can you keep a secret?" 

As I recall I facetiously said "No." He said, "I am serious; can 
you keep a secret?" 

I said "Yes, sir, if you ask me to." 
He said "I have inst been fired." 
We had a warn-ing, had we interpreted it, but we had no advance 

knowledge. We thought that he was doing well. 
His wife and I and he as I looked back, were completely shocked 

by this. I could not-I 'never experienced a Presidential appointee 
being ca11ed in and ~re_d. . 

The reason he said 1t must be kept secret 1s that the Secretary had 
admonished him that if any word got out about this, that instead of 
giving him I think it was a week he was giving him to find another 
Job, he would make it effective immediately. So here ~r. Ralph w~s 
in a situation where he had just been fired; he had gamed a weeks 
oTace to find another job, provided no one found out about it. . 0 

As he reported it, the Secretary said "If word gets out, then I will 
make this effective immediately rather than give you a week"-or 
whatever the time was he gave him. 

The problem then facing Dr. R:~1ph was to whom he could turn 
for advice on where to start lookint for a job. He could not talk to 
any of his political frie1;1ds, and ~e ~ad both De~ocrats and ReJ?ub­
licans who were close friends of his m Congress, because word might 
aet back to the Secretary. He was quite circumscribed. 
0 

Between us we thought, well, call Billie Sol Estes, he knows 
everybody all over the country, and big_ people in_ business, he ~ill 
keep your confidence, I do believe, and see 1f he can give you any advice 
on where you can immediately start looking for a job. 
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He did not want to make any calls from the office to anybody where 
it would show up on the record. It occurred to me to use Billie Sol 
Estes' credit card to call Billie Sol Estes. So I gave him the credit 
card number to use in calling Mr. Estes. And that is how it happened 
that I gave Dr. Ralph that credit card number. 

I gave it to him for that sole purpose of calling Mr. Estes without 
a record in the Department switchboard of a long distance call from 
Dr. Ralph immediately after the Secretary had fired him, to Billie 
Sol Estes. 

He called Mr. Estes and told him, pledged him to secrecy, and asked 
him for suggestions on where he might start looking for a job. 

Mr. Estes did make several suggestions of people he could get in 
touch with. • 

That is my total recollection of the incident. 
Mr. LANGEN. This becomes rather pertinent at this point. 
Did this discussion take place now right at this time when he had 

just been notified that he was fired, or he ·was going to be laid off in a 
week? 

Mr. MORRIS. He had just walked back in the office and told us. 
Mr. LANGEN. And then during the course of the discussion about 

the problem that confronted him of finding another job, in this dis­
cussion your decision was to call Mr. Estes seeking his help? 

Mr. MORRIS. His advice where he might start looking for a job ,vith 
his background. 

Mr. LANGEN. And so that the object of your giving him the card-­
Mr. MORRIS. The number. 
Mr. LANGEN (continuing). The number, excuse me, was one of 

providing him an opportunity of making a call to Mr. Estes without 
it showing on the switchboard or being a record as far as the Depart­
ment of Agriculture was concerned? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Was this the only consideration? 
Mr. MoRRIS. That was it. Because he had been fired as Assistant 

Secretary, and from that moment was no more help to nm or anybody. 
I had a fear of what was going to happen-may I have this off 

the record-I had a fear of what would happen to me. 
Mr. LANGEN. Couldn't he have gone home and made the same call 

from a phone at home? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't lmow, Congressman. 
As I said, his wife was there. They were getting ready to go out 

to dinner. They had a dinner engagement I think ,vith a Member of 
Congress. I don't recall. This was a moment of real shakeup. He 
wanted to do something to get-to feel like he was getting st_arted. He 
only had a week. He wanted to call somebody to get somethmg started 
in the way of inquiring as to leajl.s on where he might get a job. 

Mr. LANGEN. Did he call him then? 
Mr. MoRRIS. He placed the call, yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Right then? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. He wrote down the number and called, got an 

outside operator. 
Mr. LANGEN. How did you convey the number to him? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I read it off to him. 
Mr. LANGEN. You read it off the slip you had? 
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Mr. MoRRis. I read it off the slip of paper, yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. I think it is only fair to warn you that your testimony 

here is substantially different from that given by Dr. Ralph when he 
appeared before the committee with regard to the use of the credit 
card, the manner in which he ex_plaine~ that it was of some con_venie~ce 
to him to have the benefit of this credit card, and the manner m which 
it was used. 

For that reason I would want you to be as precise as you could be. 
Mr. MORRIS. I am giving you my best recollection, Congressman. 

This was a moment of real panic in our office. 
Mr. LANGEN. ,Vas your wife and his wife there, too, also at this 

time? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Just the two of you? 
Mr. MoRRis. Just his wife. 
Mr. LANGEN. Just his wife? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you also say to him that he could use this card 

for other purposes ? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall whether it was then or at another time 

that I asked him not to abuse it, if he did use it to limit it to three or 
four calls, not to abuse Billie Sol. 

But I don't recall whether that was then or at another time. 
Mr. LANGEN. When you say abuse Billie Sol, you mean take an 

unfair advantage or spend Mr. Estes' money? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I would not have used his credit card for any 

personal use, and I asked him not to have used it. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Will the gentleman yield at that point? 
Mr. LANGEN. I should be glad to. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you write a letter to Mr. Estes to find out what 

the cost of these telephone calls was in order that you might advise 
Dr. Ralph? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Congressman, in the record there is an acknowledg­
ment of a subscription to this magazine. 

When I subscribed to that magazine-and I have the canceled 
check, whjch I think is the last day of February-I made a carbon 
copy of the letter to the New York firm that published it, and wrote 
at the bottom "Billie, Dr. Ralph used your credit card; I want to 
reimburse you for it." I think I said, "I insist that you send me the 
bill when it comes in in order that I can reimburse you." 

That letter should be among those letters in the file. 
I ,Yrote it. in my own handwriting on the bottom of that carbon 

con:v of that Jetter ordering that magazine. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. ,V ould that notation be on the copy of the letter? 
Mr. MoRRIS. It would be on a carbon copy of the letter I wrote 

subscribing to the magazine. I made the carbon to send to him to let 
him know I had subscribed to the magazine. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVas it in the files of the Department of Agricul­
ture? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir; that was personal. 
In his files, that letter should be in there some place. Because when 

I say Patsy, I mean Mrs. Estes, she said Bill had not mentioned the 
magazine. So I assume he stuck it in the office file or his secretary 
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did. That was in my handwriting on the bottom of that ca:rbon copy, 
saying I insist when the bill comes in, you send me the bill, because 
I want to pay for it. . . . 

Mr. LANGEN. In calling Mr. Estes at this particular pomt, and I 
gather you called him right at this moment, couldn't you have called 
him collect? • 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't like to call anybody collect, No. 1, and No. 2, 
it would have defeated what I understand was the purpose of not 
having a record. 

This was a personal call, and if you made it th_rough the Depa11z11ei~t 
switchboard you would have to tell the long distan?e _operator T1:is 
is Dr. Ralph, I want to make a collect call to Bilhe Sol Estes m 
Pecos, Tex." 

There would be a record and in case anybody picked it up, the Sec­
retary would say "I know you called Billie Sol Estes minutes after 
you left my office. You are fired immediately." 

This, as I interpreted it, Congressman, was the problem, and that 
is why I gave him the credit card number to use. 

That was my interpretation of it. 
Mr. LANGEN. The real surprising thing to me, and I can appreciate 

that it must have been an upsetting thing to you and to Dr. Ralph 
and to whoever was involved to have all at once become aware of the 
fact that you had lost your job, and to an Assistant Secretary of Agri­
culture obviously this ,rnsn't a minor item. ·what surprises me, how­
ever, is that almost within minutes the first person you thought of 
calling was Billie Sol Estes. 

Mr. MoRRIS. He would have been the first person I would _have 
thought of calling. 

Mr. LANGEN. Actually, Mr. Estes either wasn't obligated to you or 
he was obligated to you in some manner or ancther. There had been 
all of this question raised previously to this about the money orders 
and about all of these matters. I just can't quite imagine that all at 
once you would decide to call him as the very first person, within 
minutes after. Would there have been a further purpose of this call 
in calling him, that with all of his influence around '\V-ashington, and 
with the top officials, that he might have been able to change the 
opinion of the Secretary in his action. 

Mr. MORRIS. Not to my knowledge, Congressman. 
Mr. LANGEN. It is kind of unique, too, is it not, to be calling Mr. 

Estes in this fashion, using his credit card so that he was paying for 
the call and at the same time make a request as to some kind of a work 
assign~ent. What kind of a work assignment did you have in mind 
al] at once? \Vhat kind of a job would he have provided or you think 
he might have provided? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't have any idea, Congressman. He was the 
richest he was one of my best friends, he was the richest man who, 
from ~ur knowledge of him, had connections with big commodity 
groups all over the United States. He seemed a logical one to call. I 
felt sure he would protect the confidence and not move up Dr. Ralph's 
dismissal. At the time it seemed logical to me and, I assumed, to 
Dr. Ralph. 

Mr. LANGEN. I would guess that it seemed logical in more ways 
than that. In view of the revelation of an of the items that had taken 
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place here it would seem quite logical that a person for whom so many 
favors had been done now we have some difficulty, maybe Mr. Estes 
can return the favor. ·what was Mr. Estes' response to this request 
for a job? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know. I was not on the telephone, Mr. Langen. 
Mr. LANGEN. You can't tell me that in all this excitement and in all 

this concern about finding a job right away, and a call was ~ade, _and 
obviously something was said, that you dropped the subJect right 
there and didn't discuss it any further? . 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. My impression was that he was gomg to ~all 
him back, he was going to give it some thought and, as I recall, I thmk 
he did suggest two or three people Dr. Ralph could_ call that he from 
his knowledo-e of them knew they would protect Ins confidence, and 
start giving him some leads on where he might get a job. I know _of 
no favors that had been done for Mr. Estes that would make him 
obligated to help. He did not turn up a job for Dr. Ralph to my 
know ledge. I don't k_now that he :found him one. It seemed the be­
ginning, a place to begm. 

Mr. LANGEN. Let me explore that area just a little further. You 
also said that when Dr. Ralph came out of the Secretary'~ office after 
having been notified that he was no longer needed, that if word got 
out-what word? 

Mr. MORRIS. That he had dismissed Dr. Ralph. 
Mr. LANGEN. That he had dismissed Dr. Ralph. \Vhat were the 

reasons given for his dismissal? . 
Mr. MORRIS. As I recall, Congressman, when Dr. Ralph came m 

the office, my best recollection was this secrecy business, and then, 
"The Secretary has just fired, me." 

I believe the'-! think we asked him the reason why. As I remem­
ber he said "Questions of my judgment. The Secretary questions my 
judgment." . 

I can't recall the precise discussion, Congressman, because this was 
a shock to us. 

Mr. LANGEN. So that at the same time you were kind of puzzled, 
I gather, as to just why he. had been fired_? . 

Mr. MoRRis. Well, I believe he mentioned that the Secretary cited 
a couple of instances of what he considered bad judgment. As I_ re­
member, Dr. Ralph's reaction was, "I don't think those were serious 
enouo-h." 

W~ were puzzled, we were shocked by i\ I ~ad, thinking ?,ac~, I 
could see indications; but until then I didn t re.ahze they were mdica-
ti~~ . 

Mr. LANGEN. vVhat was Dr. Ralph's own personal reaction to this? 
And I say that in this sense: I gather now that you told me that he 
had a week or 10 days or something in which to look :for another job. 
Is this correct? 

Mr. MoRRIS. 1'That is your question, Cong~essman_? .. 
Mr. LANGEN. My question is, '\i\That was his react10n to the dec1s10n 

of the Secretary to let him go in a week? . . 
Mr. MORRIS. I can't say what his reaction was. My observatwn 

was he was shocked, didn't know where to turn, what to do. 
Mr. LANGEN. Is my recollection correct here, wasn't Dr. Ralph also 

considered as an agricultural attache to the Philippines or Puerto Rico 
or somewhere? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Was he aware of this at this particular moment when 

you made the call to Estes and so on? -
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall whether he mentioned that then or the 

next day or the next d,ay. But at some point in that period he did 
describe- in more detail his discussions with the Secretary, which 
included this possible assignment. I don't recall whether that de­
veloped in that conference or the next conference he had with the 
Secretary. I don't recall that detail. 

Mr. LANGEN. 1Vasn't the final experience one of his taking some 
kind, of training or being prepared in some manner for becoming an. 
agricultural attacM ? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LA.NGEN. When did that come about? 
Mr. MoRRIS. In my previous answer I said I do not recall, I don't 

know whether it was at that February 16 or the next time he talked to 
the Secretary. I don't recall, Mr. Langen. 

Mr. LANGEN. The reason I am asking is because of this great desire 
all at once, right at that very moment, to look for another job. I 
was just wondering whether or not he was aware of the fact that 
there was an alternative of an agricultural attache? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't remember whether he said he had been offered 
the alternative or not, Congressman, at thak time. I lmow that within 
a few days I knew he had that alternative. But I don't know whether 
he had it then or not. 

Mr. LANGEN. Did Dr. Ralph as Assistant Secretary have a privake 
telephone line of his own? 

Mr. MoRRrs. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Couldn't this telephone line have been used for any 

of these calls ? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't know, sir, how that was hooked up. Dr. Ralph 

arranged that himself. I think on his instrument there was another 
button that was a private line, but that wasn't connected on our exten­
sions, but I don't know the mechanical details of that, Congress­
man. 

Mr. LANGEN. I suppose it was customary for him to use that some­
time or other for calls that he wanted to make in private, wasn't it? 
As his assistant you would know? 

Mr. Mo.RRIS. I guess that is why he put it in there; yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. It never occurred that that line might be used in this 

instance? 
Mr. MORRIS. That was an official telephone, Congressman. That was 

not a personal telephone. 
Mr. LANGEN. Let me then, and I have to go back here a little bit in 

order to develop this point because it follows along with the contribu­
tions that we talked about awhile ago. 

On September 22, 1961, I believe you wrote a letter to Billie re­
garding the printing of a speech that Dr. Ralph had made, and the 
moneys for payment of reprinting of this speech. 

Do you recall ·that experience? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. And you wrote him at that time asking for a contribu­

tion so that this speech might be distributed. Right? 
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Mr. MORRIS. Is that a question? 
Mr. LANGEN. That is a question. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I wrote him confirming the discussion that we had had 

on the subject when he was in the office. 
Mr. LANGEN. And you asked him to then make a contribution of 

$220? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I was confirming what he had discussed when he was in 

the office. 
Mr. LANGI:N· Well, ~he fact is, and I have a copy of the letter before 

me, and I will read tlus part so there may be no question about it: 
I would suggest that you send me a check in the amount of $220 made pay­

able to the _tr~asurer of the Democratic National Committee, indicating on the 
che~k that it is for Harlan Hagen, Member of Congress, if you care to do so. 
I _will then take the check to the national committee and have them credit you 
Vi1ith the contribution and issue a similar check to the Congressman to reimburse 
him fo~ the printing cost. While you are at it, if you are still in a generous mood, 
1ou might make out a check to the treasurer, Democratic National Committee, 
m the amount of $200 for Ed Edmondson, Member of Congress. He is very close 
to _Congressman Carl Albert and is in a serious financial bind on some cam­
vaign regards. 

This indicates that there were :further party contributions that be­
came your concern as far as Mr. Estes was concerned, in addition to the 
amounts that you ?onverted from the :111oney orders, and so it leads 
!fie to ask: Was this a customary practice as a part of the assignment 
m the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know whether it was or not, Congressman. 
If you rea~ the first paragraph of that letter you will read: "You will 
recall I discu~sed with you the proposed reprinting." This was a 
letter confirmmg what Mr. Estes had discussed when he was here. 

Mr. LANGEN. The reason I am asking this question, and again I 
am not c_once7:ned a~out the party contributions, but I am concerned 
~bout_ this p<_)mt: Did you write letters of this kind soliciting moneys 
m this fashi~n-and I don't care about the Congressmen involved 
here or anythmg else-to anyone else as a member of the Department 
of Agriculture? 

Mr. MORRIS. In the first place this was not a solicitation. This was 
a letter confirming. 
. Mr. LAKGEN. The $200 for Ed Edmondson certainly was a solicita­

t10n. 
Mr. MORRIS. He had said he wanted to do that. This was a letter 

so that it came in and he would do it. I don't recall ever writing any~ 
body else. This man was a close personal friend. When he was up 
h~re he saw Dr. Ralph's speech_ and saw that we were sending out 
nnmeograph~d speeches. He said why can't you send out a printed 
speech? Tlus ought_ to go out all over the country. I did talk to 
Dr. Ralph and he said Harlan Hagen would put it in the Record or 
had _already put it in th~ Record. On the speech, I had many speeches 
put m the Record. This was a letter confirming the discussions when 
Mr. Estes ,ms here. He said he wanted to do it. 

Mr. LANGEN. Had you discussed with him the matter concerning 
Congressman Edmondson? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LAKGEN. In this issue, too? 
Mr. M<?RRIS. He ha~ _gone by the office to visit my wife and they 

were gettmg out a mailmg. He talked to her about how you do this. 
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As I recall, we couldn't have dinner with him because Alice was work­
ing very late getting this mailing out and he was quite interested in 
the mailing. It was, as I recall, a franked mailing. And he wanted 
to know how much it cost. She said it cost about $200 to get it re­
produced. "How often do you get them out?" 

As she described the discussion to me, she said this is the first one 
we had gotten out in several years. "Why ? " 

"Well, the Congressman doesn't have the money." 
He said, "That is good for the cause. I will send you a couple of 

hundred bucks and tell them to get out another mailing." 
He asked me to write him confirming this. You would have to 

know Mr. Estes. You could talk to him about something and you had 
to put it in writing. That is why he asked me to write him things. 

Mr. LANGEN. Of course this isn't what your letter says. This says: 
"He is very close to Congressman Carl Albert, and is in a serious fi • 
nancial bind on some campaign regards." This is in 1961. There 
wasn't a campaign in 1961. 

Mr. MoRRis. This wasn't a campaign. 
Mr. LANGEN. This is what your letter said. 
Mr. MoRRIS. This was injudicious use of words, I guess. This :re­

lated to his discussion, as I recall, with my wife. He discussed it wrth 
me, too. He said, "I will send Ed over a couple of hundred bucks." 
I was dad to s•~e him do it. 

Mr. LANGE1i. The fact remains that you didn't carry on any of this 
kind of correupondence or efforts with anyone else other than Estes 
again. He becomes the prime concern, both in the area of soliciting 
funds for this purpose as well as all of the other purposes. 

Then I note, too, that the :followthrough on that, the checks were 
mailed to you. He says he was happy to make the contributions. It 
then became necessary :for you, because of some kind of a change in 
the operations o:f the national committee, to write him again asking 
that he cancel out these checks and make new ones. 

Is this right? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. 1Vhat were the circumstances that surrounded that? 
Mr. MORRIS. The national committee apparently no longer handled 

contributions in that way to Members of Congress. They had to go 
direct. I didn't know my way around too well in this field, Con­
gressman. 

Mr. LANGEN. I am only asking these to try to determine the rela­
tionship of Mr. Estes and all of these respective contributions. If 
these are campaign contributions, all right, this is fine. It just seems 
odd to me that all of these continuous experiences, many of them in­
volving money, all related to Mr. Estes, and yet there can be no inter­
pretation on your part or on the part of anybody else in the Depart­
ment that this was a different procedure from the rest of the members 
with which you were doing business, members of the Cotton Council 
and all the rest of them. And as yet I haven't-or at least you haven't 
revealed to me any comparable situation to this. 

My only question here is whether you had any experiences of this 
kind with anyone else. And the answer is "No," I understand, that 
you gave to me a moment or two ago. 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Langen, it is now 5 :05. I should say between 
Mr. Naughton and I we have another 2 or 3' hours of questioning our­
selves. Do you want to meet again in the morning or adjourn to some 
other date? 

Mr. LANGEN. It is all right with me to meet in the morning. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. I can finish in 45 minutes or so. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I have a lot of questions. I have let others ask 

questions in the area that I am interested in. A lot of other ques­
tions have been raised in Mr. Langen's examination that I want to 
ask questions about also. 

Can we meet at 9 o'clock in the morning? 
Mrs. DWYER. It is all right with me. 
Mr_. FouNTAIN. How long will it take you to finish your line of 

questions? 
Mr. LANGEN. Not long. If I may survey this, there may be more 

as we develop. It shan't take too long from where we are now. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Why don't we go ahead and finish tonight instead 

of coming back tomorrow? . 
Mr. FouNTAIN. If Mr. Langen won't take all night. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. I wo1;1ld rather stay up late than-get up early. 

. Mr. FouNTAIN. All right. Go ahead. Maybe we can finish to~ 
mght. 

Mr. LANGEN. Getting back to where we were--
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you want to continue right now? It may 

be that I have in mind some of the same questions that you are 
interested in. 

Mr. LANGEN. I will yield for a moment. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Langen, you can relax your voice :for a while. 
Mr. LANGEN. All right. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. One question on the telephone card. vVhy did Dr. 

Ralph use the telephone credit card for additional calls at all? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't-as I think I said earlier, I d~n't recall the 

specifics of that except as I remember it I admonished him. He had 
I belieye, written do:wn the r_iumber. I am trying to remember what 
transpired, and I thrnk I said please don't abuse it, or something to 
that effect. · 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you tell him it was Billie Sol's credit card? 
Mr. MORRIS. As I recall, I did. There was a lot of confusion at 

the t~me. He was upset, hi~ wife was terribly upset, and Dr. Ralph 
has srnce told me that he didn't know at the time that it was Billie 
Sol's credit card. I think I told him because I would have no reason 
~ot to. B_ut I don't know whether he caught it when I said it. To me 
it was logical to use Mr. Estes' credit card number to call him. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You didn't tell him it was your wife's credit card? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I beg your pardon? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You didn't tell him that it was your wife's credit 

card? 
Mr. Mo~rus. I told him my wife had it, that Mr. Estes had left it 

for my wife's use when we discussed the bill. It was not for my 
personal use, nor my wife's personal use. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Vice President Johnson? 
. Mr. MORRIS. I don't know whether I have ever shaken hands with 

him or not, Mr. Na ugh ton. 

87842-62-6 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. You are not personally acquainted? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Have you ever seen him with Billie Sol Estes? 
Mr. MoRRIS. With him? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Yes. 
Mr. MoRRIS. At that dinner I believe I saw the two together, Mr. 

Estes shook his hand or-I am not sure. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How many people were at that dinned Four 

thousand? 
Mr. MORRIS. 5,000, something like that. I don't recall whether I 

ever saw them together. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know of your own personal knowledge 

whether Billie Sol Estes is a close personal friend of Lyndon Johnson? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. . . . . 
Mr. NAUGHTON. The only thing you know about 1t 1s what B1lhe 

Sol Estes has told you? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Tliat is substantially all I know. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. So that your knowledge in that area is based on 

what Billie Sol Estes said? 
Mr. Monms. I think so. So many people talked about Billie Sol 

Estes that it is hard to sift out ·what he said or what somebody else 
said. 

He ,Yas highly regarded by everyone I knew, who knew him or knew 
of him. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. At the time that Billie Sol Estes called you about 
John Holton was this shortly after Speaker Rayburn had died and 
at a time wl1en it was not certain who was going to be the next 
Speaker? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I think so. It was very shortly after the funeral, as I 
recall. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. So there was obviously a question of whether John 
Holton would stay on as administrative assistant in the Speaker's 
office? 

Mr. MoRRIS. As I remember the conversation, there ,vas no indica-
tion to me that Mr. Estes had talked even to Mr. Holton. As I re­
member the call he called me and said, "vVhat would you think of us 
hiri1w John Holton as a representative up in Washington?" 

I s~id. as I remember my response, "That is something I would have 
to check' with a few people. I have a high regard for him myself." 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did he tell you what he wanted John Holton to 
do'? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think, when I asked him what the purp?se ·w~mld be, 
he said-or whether I said this-in the course of the d1scuss1on as I 
can best recall it, it was a question of what _kin~ of representation. 
I:£ it is on legislation, in Congress, the man 1s highly regarded,_ and 
I think he would be extremely valuable to anybody as a congress10nal 
relations man. 

As I remember he said something about, ""\i'Vhat about relations 
with the Depart~ent, checking up on things down there and so 
forth?" 

I advised ao-ainst that, if that was it. That is my recollection. I 
said, "I don't think that "ould be a proper assignment for the former 
administrative assistant to the Speaker, because I had an extremely 
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high regard, as everybody did, for the Speaker, and it extended to his 
staff. 

I am trying to recall something that to me wasn't an important 
matter, but now--

Mr. NAUGHTON. So you have no knowledge of whether he ever 
talked with John Holton? 

1:r. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Except he was apparently considering approach­

ing him to ask him--
Mr. MORRIS. I have no knowledge at all other than the call saying 

what kind of a representative would he make for us, or something to 
that effect. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Morris, in April did you request an interview 
with Joseph Robertson, the Administrative Assistant Secretary? 

Mr. MoRRIS. In April of this year? 
Mr. N Al GHTON. Yes, in April of this year. April 25 to be exact. 
Mr. MoRRIS. As I remember the development on that I said-This 

was in that period when I didn't want to discuss all of 'the things we 
have discussed today-I said that I would talk to the Secretary or the 
Administrative Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you indicate to Mr. Robertson t:hat you wanted 
to discuss with him some particularly sensitive aspects of your asso­
ciation w·ith Billie Sol Estes and your· lmow ledge of the case involving 
Mr. Estes? Did you indicate that you wanted to discuss an aspect of 
the case that had important political overtones and that involved a 
political campaign and did you suggest that it involved a person or 
persons not yet identified in the public media th us far? 

Mr. MORRIS. In substance I believe that was--
Mr. ~AUGHTON. ·what did you have in mind at that time? 
First, let me ask you, what was Mr. Robertson's re.action when you 

talked with him about this? 
Mr. MORRIS. I believe he told me that he would be put in the same 

spot I had been in; namely, that if I discussed anything with him, 
that he would have the same obligation then to reveal that I was under, 
and that it wouldn't accomplish anything. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. In other words, you wanted to talk with him, with 
the agreement that he would keep confidential what you told him? 

Mr. ~foRms. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. And he--
Mr. MoRRIS. I wanted to make a full statement on everything I 

knew, but that in my conscience I didn't want to discuss innocent peo­
ple "-ho knew Mr. Estes, who would be hurt politically, maybe. ,vith 
my years of political background and moral background, that I didn't 
·want to do. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you suggest to Mr. Robertson, in effect, that 
you ,vere prepared to talk with him with the understanding that the 
conversation would remain unofficial and that Mr. Robertson would 
not reveal it to anyone? 

Mr. MORRIS. That it would not be made public, yes. As I recall, 
that "as it. 

Mr. NAuGHTON. Did Mr. Robertson decline to discuss the matter 
with you under those circumstances, saying that he would have to take 
proper action on anything you told him? 
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Mr. MoRRis. Yes. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. What was it that you had in mind when you asked 

for this interview ? 
Mr. MoRRis. One of the things that was bothering me, ~s I ~eca~l, 

was when Mr. Estes was first arrested, that created one situation m 
the press and the public mind, and then these things developed. step 
by step. Shortly after Mr. Estes was arrested, Congressman yYhitt~n 
had asked me-my best recollection of the problem, as he descn~ed it, 
was that Congressman Mahon had been disturbed about Mr. ~stes 
arrest and that he had introduced him, as I r~member, to Mr. ~itt_en, 
had invited Mr. Whitten to be his guest at dmner or some associat10n 
there. . 

My recollection is that when Mr. Whitten talked ~o me 1t w~s fr:om 
the standpoint of Congressman Mahon-not from l_iis standpomt, out 
he was asking me, because I had been at these two dmners. I had seen 
Mr. Whitten there, and others. . . . 

I had on one occasion, I think, run into Mr. Estes m the bmldmg 
and we had gone by Mr. Mahon's office and had walked over to the­
what was the date of the Democratic caucus?-we had walke~,.Mr. 
Estes and I and Mr. Mahon had walked over together and vISited. 
To me it was completely under~tandable, in view of the guilt-by-1:"sso­
ciation thing that was developmg, that Mr. Mahon and Mr. Wlntten 
and anybody else who had been friends of Mr. Estes wouldn't want 
me disclosing it. . 

It really had nothing to do with the _Department or my official 
position or anything except I was aware of it. 

(See comment by Congressman George Mahon, p. 143.) 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Is that the only thing that you had in mind, the 

statements that you made to Mr. Robertson? 
Mr. MORRIS. That was principally it, yes, Congressman, that~ had 

been asked not to discuss Members of Congress who had been frie~ds 
of Mr. Estes because they didn't want it publicized. _And my feelmg 
was that if I discussed it, it would go out, and then i!1nocent people, 
whom I believed were innocent and should not be subJected to what I 
was subjected to-I didn't want to do it. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. ·what were the circumstances under which Con-
gressman Whitten talked to you about this? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I think I was in his office. 
It was very brief discussion. My best recollection is that he said 

"I don't see why Mahon is concerned, but if he is,"-and Y?U know 
Mr. Mahon is a very high type individual; I can understand it, I was 
beginning to go through it, so I could appreciate it. . 

But what he had suggested to me was "Don't say anytlung about 
it." 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did he suggest that you should tell an untrue story 
to any investigator_s? . 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. No one has suggested that to me at any time 
or any place. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did he suggest that you should not volunteer the 
information to anyone? . . . 

Mr. MORRIS. Sir, this was before the mvestigation developed. This. 
was way back when Mr. Estes was first arrested. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. In March? 
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Mr. MORRIS. Was it in March? It was in late March. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How long after you got back from Pecos? 
Mr. MoRRIS. It was the next week, about Thursday, I think, that 

we heard of it up here. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Was this after he was arrested? 
Mr. MoRRis. After he was arrested, yes, sir. 
Mr. Whitten suggested that I think and one or two others suggested 

it to me. They knew I knew because, you see, Mr. Estes and I were 
real close personal friends and I had seen him at these dinners and 
knew Members of Congress who were his guests. 

To me it was understandable that they would not want a man who 
had been arrested for fraud or something of that nature to have me 
making statements about their friendship with him. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you introduce Mr. Estes to a number of 
Members of Congress? 

Mr. MORRIS. I probably introduced him to one or two or three as I 
recall. But he seemed to know most Congressmen I knew. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. You mentioned Congressman Whitten. vVere 
there any others who contacted you or that you contacted? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I think that day-I was up on the Hiff on some busi­
ness-I went by Senator Y arborough's office as I recall and talked 
to Alex Dickey, his administrative assistant. This was sensational, 
Billie Sol Estes had been arrested. 

I believe Mr. Dickey-I recall, I think he was the one who told me 
not to say anything to the press, advised me not to. 

He said let all statements go out through the office channels of the 
Department. 

But in that period anyone I ran into on the Hill, whom I knew had 
known Mr. Estes or who had favorable association with him, they all 
said "Don't say anything about my association with him." 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did anyone else contact you specifically for that 
purpose? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall that anybody did. 
Mr. JAUGHTON. Did Congressman Andersen? 
Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Andersen did. He called me. It would be 

April 13, I believe, on a Friday, whatever date that would be-and 
asked me to meet him at the Rosslyn Hot Shoppe the next day on 
Saturday at 4 p.m. 

At that time naturally he was quite distressed, quite concerned about 
it. And he asked me not to voluntarily bring it up. I think every­
bo~y, as I_ interpret it, everybody lived in the hope that their friend­
slup for him would not be brought out. And I did not want to be the 
one to bring it out. 

Mr. J A UGHTON. I asked you this morning whether anyone had ever 
asked you to use influence or whether you knew of anv favoritism for 
Billie Sol Estes. ., 

I ~ant to phrase that question in a different way. 
Did anyone ask you to try to help Billie Sol Estes get anything 

done, or anything not done? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall anything as precise as that, Mr. N augh­

ton. Different people who talked to you in behalf of some prohlem 
talk different ways. 
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As I say, I was in Congressman Rutherford's office a time or two 
with Bill~e Sol. I don't recall Congressman Rutherford ever saying 
I want this done or I want that not done. 

I don't recall any improper request or any pressure from any con-
gressional source. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. I am not asking you about improper requests. I 
am asking about any request that you received, that asked you to 
do anything which involved Billie Sol Estes' operations. 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't believe I had any requests to do anything. 
~r. NAUGHTON. Did you have any request to try to see that some­

thmg was not done, whether improper or not in connection ,Yith 
Billie Sol Estes? ' 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't recall any request that nothing be done. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did anyone ever discuss with you his grain stor­

age operations, or his cotton operations in a manner which would 
indicate an interest. in what happened to Billie Sol's operations? 

Mr. MORRIS. I will trv to recall as best I can any discussions of 
his operations. o1 

I recall a limited discussion with Senator Yarborough's admin-
istrative assistant before Alex Dickey. 

As I recall that was very limited, just some questions about it. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Was this related to the cotton allotment problem? 
Mr. MORRIS. The cotton. Then I r.ecall the meeting in Senator 

Yarborough's-in I believe his office-which lasted about 45 minutes . . . ' m w luch he discussed what he knew about the problem and I dis-
cussed what I knew about it. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. ,Ve have the testimony on that. 
Mr. MoRRis. Frankly, it was very limited from my standpoint. 
Also, as I have testified, when walking to the caucus, Cono-ressman 

Mahon-either he or Mr. Estes, made reference to the fact that he 
had elevafors in every county in Congressman Ma.hon's district. I 
think som~thing was 5:aid about keeping them full or filling them up 
or somethmg and I s~id everybody has that problem, as I remember. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did they ask you to see what you could do to 
keep them :full? 

Mr. MORRIS. vVell, not to what I could do, because this was a 
question Mr. ~ aughton f:hat cam.e up every time you talk to any­
body ,vho was m the gram storage area, the fact that there was not 
sufficient grain to fill all the elevators, and the answer--

Mr. FouNTAIN. Everybody wanted more grain. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir, and the answer on my part became stock, 

that everybody has this problem. To my knowledge, Mr. Naughton, 
everybody was treated equitab~y. I don't kno:'7 about the grain 
storage, but [as far as I know it was a mecharncal type of opera­
tion. I know the correspondence that came in, and the answers were 
pretty pat, "We will look into it, but this is a problem." There was 
~1ot as I k;11-ew, anything that anybody could do to favor somebody 
m the gram storage. 

( See comment by Congressman George Mahon p. 143.) 
Mr. NAUGHTON. To your knowledge has Billie Sol Estes ever been 

in the export 'business? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my know ledge. 
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Mr. NAUGHT◊~. Is there any r_eason to believe in your opinion 
that he has been m the export busmess? 

Mr. MORRIS. ot to my knowledge, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you think he has any money in Swiss banks? 
Mr. Mo~rs. Not to my knowledge. All I know on that is "·hat I 

have read m the papers. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Havre you ever heard him discuss Swiss banks? 
Mr: MORRIS. Never do I recall the s~bject eyer coming up. 
Mr. _NAUGHTON. ,V <?u}d you tell_ us 11~ detail '.1bout your trip to 

Texas i~ March of tlus year:, startmg with the circumstances which 
b~o~ght it about, the manner m which the reservations were made, and 
givmg us the :full details and that trip? 

Mr. MoRRIS_. Congressman Andersen wanted to go down to see Mr. 
Esf:es, to ~e. 1f he v:7ould _not invest in the coal mine in vVashington. 
Tlus prehmmary discussion of that had gone on for several weeks, 
and we _had thought Mr. Estes would be up. 

;He/id not come up and I think Mr. Andersen called him and he 
said, I cannot get up there any time soon." 

. J\s I remember, this was before the Commercial Solvents official 
visit down there, and he said, "They are coming this ,veekerrcl • come 
next weekend." ' 

And I believe I talked to Mr. Estes in that interval. He either 
called me about something or he called nm and said, "Come down with 
Congressman Andersen.'' 

I agreed to go down. 
I talked .to_ Dr. RalJ?h about it and told him what the circumstances 

were, that this oa:al mm~ was an opera!ing coa1 mine, that Mr. Ander­
s~n ne~ded _to r?-is~ capital for operat10n, that Mr. Estes was widely 
div,ersified ;1n hi? mvestments and Congressman Andersen had some 
hope of selling lum some stock in his mine. 

Dr. Ralph's reaction was that if it was personal, private, and I 
we!1t ~ot at Govern~ent expense, on my own tmie, that he saw· nothino· 
obJect10nable about it. b 

So I agreed to go. 
As I rec~ll, 9ongressman Ander~en did not have, or did not have 

the money m his bank to buy the tickets. I am not sure of this but 
a;nyway, I bought the tickets to go down, or he asked me to o-et the 
tickets. I had my secre~ary go over t? the Agriculture airline~ ticket 
office, make the reservat10ns, get the tickets. I gave her my personal 
check to pay for them. 

. vVe wen~ down ~nd we arrived at Dallas. On the ,vay Mr. Andersen 
di~cussed m detail the whole proposition. I knew a lot about this 
mme because I had known_ of it since it started, since before it started. 

. Mr. Estres was at the airport when we arrived in Dallas ,,·ith his 
pilot. And they had a problem of weather. They checked on the 
weather and there was a weather front moving in and it looked like 
we vyould not bt: able to go to Pecos and stay in Dallas. 

_Fmally I:ie did get clearance to Lubbock and we took off. I sat up 
with the pilot and Congressman Andersen and Mr. Estes sat in the 
two back seats. 

I think Mr._ Andersen slept a lot of the way, but we could not hear 
the conversat10n anyway when they were talking with the motors 
So I don't know what they talked about. • 
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When we got near Lubbock, we were cleared to the north but not 
south to Pecos. He radioed for weather. They said "Let's go to 
Plainview. Can we get to Plainview? Let's show Bill and ·con­
gressman Andersen the storage facility up there." 

'\Ve went to Plainview. '\Vhen we landed there the pilot or Mr. 
Estes, I think the pilot, called somebody to come out to the airport 
and pick us up. . After a short wait somebody did come out and 
picked us up and they took us and showed us through the big stor­
age facility there, which was a tremendous installation, amazing in 
its electronics and so forth. 

Then when the weather cleared, so that we could get into Pecos, ,rn 
got back in the plane and flew down to Pecos, which put us in there 
late in the day-do you want this much detail? 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Yes. 
Mr. MoRRIS (continuing). Late in the day, and Congressman An­

dersen and I were shown to our rooms and we bathed and changed 
clothes, rejoined the family, the whole family, and we went out to 
dinner, and a little sightseeing drive around town. 

I don't know if it was before dinner or after dinner that we went 
by the funeral home that he just built and the newspaper plant. 

vVe vvent to a Mexican place for dinner, came back, and the time 
had come to talk about the coal mine. 

So we went into the big parlor of the main house and sat down. 
Congressman Andersen, Mrs. Estes, Mr. Estes and myself. I think 
the children, two of them, had gone to the movies and two of them 
had gone to bed. 

I sat throwrh the discussion of the coal mine with one exception, 
when Mr. Andersen asked me to go to his room to get some material 
out of his suitcase. He had I think it was a Coal Age magazine 
with a several page description of this mine in there. 

It was quite an innovation, the mining system. 
I don't recall any decision being reached that evening on whether 

Mr. Estes would make the investment in the mine or not. 
The next morning Mr. Andersen had a reservation back to "Tash­

ington and Mr. Estes and again I don't recall whether this was in 
my immediate presence or just in the household, gave Mr. Andersen 
cash for stock in the mine. 

Mr. Andersen asked me to bring a thousand dollars of it back 
,,-ith me to spread the risk, as he said, that something would happen 
to one of us, and then there was a discussion of how the stock was 
to be issued. 

I believe that was discussed the nip.·ht before, that if he did buy the 
s+-ork Mr. Andersen swn.rested that he might want to put it in his 
rhiJdrE:'n's name. that if it did prove as profitable as everyone hoped 
it w011 ld. then it mjght be wise to have it in the children's mimes 
if it was a long-term investment and it took time, as it did in the TVA 
flrl:'::t. to rome to coal for thermal generation, in that area up there 
it might be a few years, or several years before the mine became high-
ly nrofitab]e. -
• Mr. Estes did not ever come to a conclusion as to whose name he 

wanted the stock issued in. 
I believe he said something to the effect that had no significance 

at the time but to me now becomes significant, to the effect that "Well, 
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just le~ it stand as it is, your word is good," and I think he said 
somethmg to the effect of "I don't mind having a little money out 
some place that nobody knows about." 

He knew of Mr. Andersen's integrity because I had told him of 
Mr. Andersen's absolute integrity. 

So in lig~t of current know ledge, and what everybody knew then, 
~o me then it was not at all unusual for Mr. Estes to say "Your word 
is good. In Texas we make investments on a man's word." 

But that :was the way the situation was left, was that Mr. Estes 
:would let him know at some future date how he wanted the stock 
issued. 

I think the total was $2,500 as I remember. 
B1;1t I think he was still interested in further investment in it but 

I thmk he w_anted-:-I cannot think for him, but it appeared th~t he 
wanted to thmk a little more about it, to know a little more about it. 

And_ Mr. Anders~n then, somebody took him to the airport, then 
flew him over to _Midland-Odessa and he caught his plane back. 

The Estes family and I went to two church services that morning 
and drove out to the mountains and spent the afternoon and came 
back and went to an evening church service, and that was the day. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was that three church services? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. Two more than I ordinarily attended. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. What was the date that you went down there? 
Mr. MORRIS. I can't recall. I could check back and get it together. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How long was it before Mr. Estes was arrested? 
Mr. MORRIS. It was the weekend before he was. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Was he arrested on a Thursday? 
Mr. ~oR~Is. I think the following Thursday. It was the weekend 

precedmg his arrest. 
Mr. ~ou_NTAI~. Did you have any knowledge at that time that he 

was bemg mvestigated? 
Mr. ~ORRIS. Sir, I did not have the faintest indication that a prob­

lem existed. 
. Looking b~ck I recall that Sun~ay he was very withdrawn, but I 

did n_ot-:-at times 1:-e was a very qmet man anyway. I did not attach 
any sigmficance to it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. He never told you he was being investigated? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, no, sir, I had no knowledge. 

. Mr._FouNTAIN. Do you know whether or not he knew he was beino· 
mvestigated? 0 

Mr. MORRIS. I have no knowledge at all, because the subject never 
came up. 

yV e talked about the newsp8ipe_r, the funeral parlor, the family, 
children. My oldest boy was gomg to go down this summer and 
spend a couple of months with him. 

Probably we agreed that he would. We talked about things like 
that. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was he making lots of phone calls? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't think so, and I believe he had the phone off the 

hook, because the daughter could not call home from the theater to 
have SOJ?ebody p~ck her up. I think the phone was off the hook. ·we 
had no mterrupt10ns at all. It was strictly a family household. 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. You have indicated that Mr. Andersen went back 
after 1 night, and that you stayed over for an additional-when did 
vou come back? 
u Mr. MORRIS. I came back Monday. I stayed over Sunday with him. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you come back, taking the plane from Mid­
land also? 

Mr. MoRRIS. He and his general manager, and the pilot and I, Mon­
day morning flew over to Dallas, and I caught a plane back from 
Dallas. I spend Sunday with the family. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was the general manager there at that time, Mr. 
Cooper? Or Mr. Foster? 

Mr. MoRRrs. This was Mr. Foster. Was he there when? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Was he at the house? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No; we flew in the plane over to Da.llas. 
That is the first time I had seen Mr. Foster on the trip, was when 

we got in the plane. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How much was the plane fare down and back from 

Pecos, round trip for you and Congressman Andersen? 
Mr. MoRRis. From here down? 
I don't recall except when Mr. Andersen and I settled up, I think 

he gave me 2 hundred-dollar bills and I gave him back 30 some, or 
something like that. I think that is what it was. I can check and 
give you the exact figure. I have the cancelled check. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Excuse me. 
Mr. MoRRis. I say I have the cancelled check. I don't recall the ex­

act figure. As I recall Congressman Andersen gave me two hundred­
dollar bills to reimburse me for his ticket and I gave him back $39 or 
$40, something like that. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. This was a total of nearly $400, then, for the t,vo 
tickets? 

Mr. MoRRis. It was three hundred and something, as I remember. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Who paid for your ticket? 
Mr. MORRIS. Both Congressman Andersen and Mr. Estes offered 

to reimburse me. I let Mr. Estes reimburse me because of Mr. An­
dersen's lack of money. Mr. Estes was wealthy. This trip was not 
for my benefit. I did not object to being reimbursed by one or the 
other. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Didn't it seem a little strange to you, that here was 
Mr. Estes, the soul of generosity-and you had a httle trouble keep­
ing him from giving you presents-spending a couple of hundred 
dollars on your fare, and then having a couple of plane trips down 
to Dallas, if they were special trips? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, because he asked me to come down. He wanted 
me to come down. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. The sole purpose of all this just being to determine 
whether or not he should make a $2,500 investment? 

w·hy didn't he just send the money up? It would have been 
cheaper. 

Mr. MORRIS. Well, he had not done it and Mr. Andersen wanted 
to go down and talk to him to see if he could not get him to invest. 

I am trying to remember now the details of other peoples' business, 
but I think Mr. Andersen said they had $25,000 or $30,000 worth of 
unissued stock. All Mr. Estes bought was $2,500 worth. 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. Wouldn't a $10 phone call have been able to get this 
information and save the two plane fares? 

Mr. MoRRIS. It didn't. I think Congressman Andersen talked to 
him. He wanted us to come down. He importuned us to come down. 
He wanted us to come down. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. You made a comment a while ago about spread­
ing the risk, indicating that Mr. Estes had given some cash to Con­
gressman Andersen and also some to you? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No. Mr. Andersen had the money. And when he got 
ready to leave he asked me if I would bring a thousand dollars back. 
He said he didn't like to carry that much cash. He said, "Spread 
the risk in case something happens to one of us." That was all the 
significance of that. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. And when you got back you took care of that 
then with the Congressman? 

Mr. MORRIS. I gave it to him; that is, when I took out his plane 
fare. 

Mr. FouNTAIK. You say he gave you this $2,500 in cash? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I didn't co1mt it. Mr. Andersen said it was 

$2,500. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you see where he got the money from? 
Mr. MORRIS. Someplace in the house. He went back in the back 

of the house. As I say, I am not-I don't recall whether I was 
standing there ·when he gave Mr. Andersen the money. I know that 
he gave him the money to pay for the stock. But I don't recall 
whether I was standing there at the time. It was either before break­
fast or after breakfast. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Was there any discussion as to why the negotiations 
were being terminated with a payment in cash rather than a payment 
by check? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know, except he paid cash for the stock. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. This was at a time when Mr. Estes was supposed 

to have been about broke, wasn't it, on the basis of information we 
have since received? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Since learned, but I had no knowledge of it then and 
I know Congressman Andersen didn't. To us he was still the wealthy 
tycoon. 

Mr. NAUGHTO~. vVas this the first transaction Mr. Estes had with 
Congressman Andersen? 

Mr. MoRRIS. My recollection is that on the flight down, Congressman 
Andersen went into the detail of the earlier stock purchase he made. 
As I recall, that was by check, that he had called down to Texas and 
had a check for $1,500 sent up. I think he had bought $1,500 worth 
of stock earlier in January. Mr. Andersen said at that time he didn't 
want the stock issued yet. He had-Mr. Andersen, as I recall, told 
me that he had entered it in his ledger but had not issued the stock. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. There is another letter which appeared in the 
Dallas News. It is taken-according to the paper-from the "Bill 
Morris file" in Bmie Sol Estes' office in Pecos. We can put the whole 
letter in the record. It starts in this way, and it was not signed, 
.apparently: 

Billie, you recall we have discussed the wisdom of a "good" Republican con­
tact in Congress. We considered H. Carl Andersen, of Minnesota ( top Repub~ 
lican in the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee and third ranking 
on the full Appropriations Committee), a good chioice. 
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What was the necessity of a "good Republican contact in Congress" 
for Mr. Estes? 

Mr. MoRRIS. This, as I recall the use of the language, was sales talk 
about Billie Sol Estes to get him to buy some of Mr. Ander:sen's. stock 
in this coal mine-not Mr. Andersen's stock but some stock m this coal 
mine. This seemed as good an argument as any. . . 

Mr. NAUGHTON. vVhy would having a contact m Congress be perti­
nent to sale of stock? 

Mr. MoRRis. Mr. Estes liked to know a lot of people. To me, this 
was a matter of helping two friends. He liked to know a lot of people. 
I think when that letter was written he knew Mr. Andersen. He had 
met him. He had gone in from Rutherford's office, as I recall, and 
had known Mr. Andersen. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did_he think he was getting something besides coal 
mine stock? 

Mr. MoRRis. Not to my knowledge. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat is the date of the letter? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. There is no date on it. 
Mr. MoRRis. This, as I recall, Mr. Chairman, was following-I 

talked to him on the telephone about it. He said, "Write me a memo­
rand um." And this was my best recollection, this was the men:_10-
randum of the conversation, the discussion. These were the details. 
This was Mr. Andersen-he did this with other people-Mr. Andersen 
had said-

I will agree to buy back the stock a year from no•w with a 10-percent increase 
in value, or 2 years from now with a 20-percent increase. 

I know Mr. Andersen did that with several people here in ·wash• 
ington, sold them the stock, with an agreement to buy it back. From 
all I know he lived up to those agreements. . 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat was the purpose of the agreement to buy it 
back? 

Mr. MORRIS. I suppose that was in order to get them to invest. He 
would agree to protect them from loss. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. To assure them that he had confidence in the coal 
mine? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. And unless I am misled, he did buy back 
from several people who decided they didn't want to hold the stock. 
I helped him sell the stock to a number of people. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You say in this letter also that "most of the stock"­
"most of it is committed." What did you mean by that? 

Mr. MoRRis. Most of the stock? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You said, "They have authorized the sale of some 

additional stock." That is in the third paragraph of the letter, 
which we will put in the record .. "Most of it is committed but C~n­
<>Tessman Andersen hopes you might take $1,500 or $2,000 worth.' 0 

Then you go on to discuss his willingness to agree to buy back 
the stock and so forth. 

Mr. MoRRIS. My recollection, Congressman, is that the contents of 
that letter were based on notes I took from Mr. Andersen as to his 
suggestion of what was said. I think I had lunch with him in the 
House restaurant and I jotted down some notes of the agreement to 
buy back within a year, within 2 years. As I :r:ecall, that letter was 
written from those notes that Mr. Andersen had given me. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Did those notes indicate that most of the stock had 
been committed? 

Mr. MORRIS. Mr. Andersen told me that, that most of the stock had 
been committed. I assume that is sales talk, "Most of it is committed 
but there is a little available." 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did Mr. Andersen at that time own an interest in 
the coal mine ? 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, going way back to the organization of 
the coal mine, my recollection is that Mr. Andersen put up the first 
capital, and some stock was issued ~o him. His brother ~idn't p~t 
up any capital, as I recall the de-tails of the first format10n of it, 
and stock was issued to him for having the site, having the location 
and so forth. That is how it started. Each year it was supposed to 
start paying a dividend but each year it cost more to operate it. 
I think at this time Mr. Andersen told me it was costing $1,500 a 
month to operate. At the time I wrote that letter the winter market 
for coal was ended and they needed operating capital to ke-ep pro­
ducing coal to have coal above the ground to bid on contracts. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. In the last paragraph you say: 
He is really i:t;1 a bind right now. He is good about standing by his com­

mitments and his friends and this could be a good investment. Let me know 
about your decision right away. It means nothing to me personally. Judge 
what it might be worth from your standpoint. 

Do you have any comment on that paragraph? 
Mr. MonRis. That reflected my feeling about the mine. It could 

be-I wanted to invest in it myself. My wife wouldn't let me. 
It looked, still looks to me like a potentially very good investment. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. If there is no objection the copy of this letter, which 

I understand appeared in the Dallas Morning News on April 21, 1962. 
will become a part of the record. 

BILLIE: You recall we have discussed the wisdom of a "good" Republican con­
tact in Congress. We considered H. Carl Andersen of Minnesota (top Republi­
can on the House Agricultural Appropriations Subcommittee and third ranking 
on the full Appropriations Committee) a good choice. 

Talking to him yesterday he made a suggestion I commend to you. He and 
his brother have a new coal mine in Washington just outside Seattle. They are 
a coal mining family of Danes and this will be the most modern mine possible 
including the first operation of new Bureau of Mines developed equipment. The 
mine is in production and more capital is required to be able to bid on big State, 
Federal, and other contracts. lVIost of the stock is owned by the Andersen 
family. 

They have authorized the sale of some additional stock. Most of it ,is com­
mitted, but Congressman Andersen hopes you might take $1,500 or $2,000 worth 
of it. He would be willing to agree to buy back the stock after May 1, 1962, at 
110 percent or after May 1, 1963, at 120 percent with a time limit of one year 
thereafter (his brother died a few months ago and left an estate of about 
$100,000 mostly in Government bonds. He will have his share in a few months 
and this is the basis behind the offer.) If you would like to buy the stock he sug­
gests you send the check care of me made out to: Treasurer, Coal, Inc. for the 
number of shares of stock ($100 per share) and I would hand him the check 
in exchange for his letter addressed to you confirming the commitment to repur­
chase at your option. 

He is really in a bind right now, is good about standing by his commitments 
and his friends, and this could be a good investment. Let me know about your 
decision right away. It means nothing to me personally-you judge what it 
might be worth from your standpoint. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. How and when did Billie Sol Estes reimburse you 
for the air fare? 
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Mr. MoRRrs. Before I left dmvn there, he offered to reimburse me. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. What did he give you, a check or cash? 
Mr. MORRIS. I think he gave me three $100 bills, and I handed him 

back one, and said, "I think my total expense will be less than $200, 
Billie." 

He said, "You can't come here and back to Washington less than 
$200," so we settled on that. 

Mr. A UGHTON. He gave you $200? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Two $100 bills, yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know whether he reimbursed Mr. Andersen 

for his air fare? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't but I don't think he did. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. How did Mr. Estes meet Mr. Andersen in the first 

place, do you know? Did you introduce him? 
Mr. MORRIS. Jo, sir. As one or the other described it to me, Mr. 

Estes had gone from Rutherford's office next door in and introduced 
himself to Congressman Andersen. I have a time or two been with 
Mr. Estes when he did that, walked in and introduced himself and tell 
the Congressman how much he appreciates his service to agriculture. 
As a matter of fact, that was one of the informal, unofficial missions 
of members of advisory committees, was to circulate around the Hill 
and say "Hello" to their Congressmen. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. In other words, the people of the Department 
should be nice to advisory committees and the advisory committees 
should be nice to Congressmen. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I am not very flattered. None ever visited me. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Secretary Freeman personally? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I have met him on occasions, yes, sir. • 
Mr.NAUGHTON. What is the extent of your acquaintance? 
Mr. MORRIS. Very limited, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Are you acquainted with Under Secretary Murphy? 
Mr. MORRIS. A limited acquaintance. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Have you ever had any discussion or conversation 

or any transaction of any kind with him involving Billie Sol Estes? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my recollection a word ever with Mr. Murphy 

about Mr. Estes. Either on his part or my part, as I can recall. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Oneitherofyourparts? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't _recall any discussion with Under Secretary 

Murphy. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. I am going to ask you these same two questions 

about a list of several people. Do you know Horace Godfrey? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you ever have any conversations or communi­

cation or transaction with him involving Billie Sol Estes? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my recollection. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You have indicated, I believe, that you introduced 

Mr.Estes--
Mr. MORRIS. I think I told him about the hat. But other than that 

I don't recall any discussion of Mr. Estes with Mr. Godfrey. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You have indicated, I believe, that you introduced 

Mr. Estes to Mr. Moseley. Did Mr. Estes or Mr. Moseley indicate 
at that time that they already knew each other? 
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Mr. MORRIS. I can't recall. They were-­
Mr. FouNTAIN. If you recall. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. If you recall. 
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Mr. MoRRIS. No, I don't recall whether either indicated-each knew 
who the other was. That was obvious to me. I introduced them. 

Incidentally, I think this was out in the hall and there was a 
newspaper reporter standing beside us. This was to me very casual. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat you are saying is that you don't know whether 
this was his first introduction or not? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir, but I got the impression this was the first time 
that they had actually met and shaken hands with each other, although 
each knew who the other was. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Truman Cunningham? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Truman Cunningham? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. An assistant to Mr. Moseley in Dallas. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I can't place him. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Carl Miller? 
Mr. MORRIS. AMS? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Yes. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't think I do. I don't think I ever met him. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Maynard Wheeler, president of 

Commercial Solvents? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Mr. Leonhardt? Have you ever met 

him? 
Mr. MoRRis. In the Department? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. No, Mr. ,Villiam S. Leonhardt was the financial 

vice president of--
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Are you acquainted, to your knowledge, with any 

employee of Commercial Solvents Corp.? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know that I have ever met or seen them any-

place. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Are you acquainted with Mr. Frank Cain? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you happen to meet the district attorney down 

at Pecos while you were down there, Mr. R. B. McGowen, I believe 
it is? 

Mr. MoRRis. I couldn't say. I spoke to several hundred people one 
night in Pecos and shook hands with hundreds of people. I have no 
distinct recollection of him; no, sir. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. You have no recollection of Mr. Estes ever men-
tioning his name to you? 

Mr. MORRIS. The name doesn't ring any bell at all; no, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Mr. Walter Berger? 
Mr. MORRIS. I knew him when he was in the Department; yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you have any conversations, communications, 

or dealings with him concerning Mr. Estes? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. I have never seen or heard from Mr. Berger 

since he left the Department. 
Mr. NAUGI-ITON. Do you know Martin Sorkin? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. \Vhile he was in the Department did you have any 

communications with him in connection with Mr. Estes' operations? 
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Mr. MoRRis. Mr. Chairman, I never heard of Mr. Estes until I met 
him last-a year ago March. Mr. Berger was in and out of Con­
gressman Andersen's office by reason of Mr. Andersen's position. 
That is the only way I knew Mr. Berger. 

Mr.NAUGHTON. Did you know Martin Sorkin? 
Mr. MoRRis. Not to my recollection. 
Mr. NAUGHTON• Did you know anybody connected with the Ander­

son-Clayton Co.? 
Mr. MoRrus. I suppose through the years I have met some of those 

people. When I was in the manpower program I met somebody with 
Anderson-Clayton at some farm-labor meeting in Mississippi. But 
not to say that I know any of them; no, sir. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know Mr. James McConnell, former As­
sistant Secretary of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRis. Just-I think I met him once or twice in or out of 
Congressman Andersen's office. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you ever have any conversations or communi­
cations with him concerning Mr. Estes? 

Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. I had never seen or heard from him since 
he left the Department, which was some years ago. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I think it is obvious we are not going to get 
through with Mr. Morris tonight. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. How much more do we have to go? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhy don't we recess until tomorrow? 
( Discussion off the record.) 
Mr. FouNTAIN. The subcommittee stands in recess until 10 o'clock 

tomorrow morning. 
(Whereupon, at 5 :55 p.m., the subcommittee was recessed, to recon­

vene at 10 a.m., Saturday, June 30, 1962.) 

[COMMI'TTEE PRINT] 

INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
(Testimony of William E. Morris) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1962 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS SUBCOMMITI'EE, 

OF THE CoMMITI'EE ON GoVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.O. 

The subcommittee met in executive session 1 at 10 :25 a.m., in room 
1501-B, New House Office Building, Hon. L. H. Mountain (chairman 
of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives L. H. Fountain, Florence P. Dwyer, and 
Odin Langen. 

Also present: James R. Naughton, counsel; Daniel A. Kavanaugh, 
assistant counsel; Herbert B. ,Varburton, minority counsel; Miles 
Q. Romney, associate general counsel, Government Operations C,~m­
mittee; Philip Carlson, minority co1msel, Government Operat10ns 
Committee, and Edward C. Hanna, certified public accountant, Gen­
eral Accounting Office. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. The subcommittee will come to order. 
Let the record show that a quorum is present. 

FURTHER TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM E. MORRIS, FORMER EM­
PLOYEE, DEPARTlVIENT OF AGRICULTURE; ACCOMPANIED BY 
FRANK H. STRICKLER, COUNSEL 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, I want to remind you, you are still 
under oath as we continue our examination of you in com1ection with 
the subject matter of our inquiry. 

Did I understand you to say yesterday that you got your job in 
the Department of Agriculture without the necessity of a recom­
mendation? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't understand the question, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. As a result of your civil service status, this last 

time, did you get your job in the Department of Agriculture without 
any recommendation? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Jacobs recommendedmeforthejob. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr.Jacobs recommended you? 

1 This portion of the hearings was held in executive session. Subsequently the sub­
committee ordered the transcript released. 
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Mr. MoRRIS. I had status and was eligible for transfer from the 
legislative to the executive branch and reinstatement. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Who in the Department had to approve your ap­
pointment as Dr. Ralph's assistant, other than Dr. Ralph? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Congressman, I was on detail to Dr. Ralph. I never 
was officially transferred to that position. Dr. Ralph selected me for 
the assignment. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. You were transferred from what? 
Mr. MoRRis. From Mr. Jacobs' office in Agricultural Stabilization 

and Conservation Service. This was a detail. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. When you were in Mr. Jacobs' office did he himself 

have the authority to hire you? • 
Mr. MORRIS. I assume his superiors approved it, sir. As a matter 

of fact, I am sure he discussed it with his superiors, and they approved 
it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. 1Vho had to approve it, if you know? 
Mr. MoRRis. The Administrator, I assume, Horace Godfrey. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Horace Godfrey? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Can you tell the committee how Mr. Jacobs got his 

job? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. I don't know the details of it. He had been 

in the Department before as an area director and was reinstated as 
Deputy Administrator. But I do not know the details. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You don't know when that was? 
Mr. MoRRIS. It was, I believe, a week or so before I went into the 

Department. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you know of your own knowledge who recom­

mended Mr. Jacobs for the job? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not of my own know ledge, no, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You stated yesterday, as I recall, that when you 

and Mr. Estes and Dr. Ralph went into Neiman-Marcus in Dallas, 
Tex., that you did not try on any clothes other than hats, and that you 
bought none, and that none were measured for you nor purchased for 
you by Mr. Estes. 

Mr. MoRRis. That is correct, except I didn't try on hats, Congress­
man. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You didn't? 
Mr. MoRRIS. My recollection is that the furthest I went was to pick 

up a sleeve of a coat on a rack. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You tried on no clothes whatsoever? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my recollection. I don't recall even putting a 

suit jacket on, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You would remember, wouldn't you, if you had, in 

view of everything that transpired there, and refreshing your recol­
lection since ? 

Mr. MoRRis. Well, I believe I would, except I don't believe I could 
recall everything that was said here yesterday, Congressman. The 
best of my recollection is that I did not try anything on. I wasn't 
interested, Congressman. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Tell us whether or not prior to that time, or since,. 
you have received gifts of clothing from Mr. Estes~ 

Mr. MoRRis. Only the hat, sir. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Think real good: between the time you ~rst met 
Billie Sol Estes and the day you left the Department of Agriculture, 
and list for the subcommittee all gifts which you have received from. 
Billie Sol Estes in the form of money or its equivalent. 

Mr. MoRRIS. When I first met him he gave me a hat at Pecos, Tex, 
In the summer, last summer, he sent cantaloups addressed to the 

,office, crates of cantaloups. 
Mr. FoUNTAIN. How many cantaloups were in the crate-each 

,crate? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I didn't count them. It was a small crate. I would 

say-I have seen crates delivered here in the. Capital that looked twice 
as large. It was a small crate, a.bout 24 to 30 inches long, maybe a 

•dozen canta:Ioups in it. I can't recall. I didn't count them. 
Mr. FouNTAIN .. I imagine cantaloups were sent to other people in 

the Department, too? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir, I think Dr. Ralph received a crate in the 

,office. I don't know who else might have received it. 
At Christmastime we received a fruit basket of grapefruit, oranges, 

:and so forth. That was delivered, I think it came Railway Express, 
:and we had to:go out and .get it. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. vVhat year was that? 
Mr. MoRRis. That was last Christmas. 
On Christmas day there came in the mail two $100 postal money 

orders and I testified as to the disposition we made of those. 
I testified that in September Mr. Estes bought a dress and sent 

it to my wife, in a small shop in Dallas. I don't even remember the 
name of the shop, and I don't remember the price of the dress. It 
was just a dress. 

When I was in Texas with Congressman Andersen he reimbursed 
me--I don't consider that ·a gift-for my travel coming down. He 
had often requested me to come down. This wasn't for my benefit. 
I thought one or the other should reinrburse me and I let Mr. Estes 
reimburse me for my travel expenses down. 

I don't recall any other gifts which I received from Mr. Estes of 
any significance or monetary value. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Have there been instances other than the one to 
which you referred when you were reimbursed for your trip to Dallas 
in connection with the sale of the stock where Mr. Estes has reim­
bursed you for expenses incurred in connection with anything in 
which he was interested? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my recollection. He has offered to reimburse 
me for telephone calls, cabfares. He would drop in the office and ask 
for a dollar or two for cabfare and run up to the Capitol or some­
place, because he didn't have any change. I don't recall ever per­
mitting him to reimburse me even for those little items. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. He never reimbursed you for any other trips than 
the ones to which you have already referred ? 

Mr. MoRRis. I haven't had any other trips that he would be con­
cerned with; no, sir. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Have you been compensated financiallv by Billie 
Sol Estes or any of his enterprises, or anyone on his behalf,. for any 
service performed by you in his behalf ? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Have you acted as his agent in the distribution of 

any political funds either to private citizens or public officials? 
Mr. MoRRIS. The only instances that could even be applied would 

be when he paid for the printing of a speech of Dr. Ralph's by Con­
gressman Hagen. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. That has already been referred to. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Those are the only instances that I have any recollection of that I 

was even remotely connected with ·anything of that nature. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I guess the two money orders--
Mr. MORRIS. The two money orders and the two checks, Hagen and 

Mr. Edmondson, and I understand the Edmondson check was 
returned. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Have you on his behalf or on behalf of any of his 
enterprises-this is to some extent repetitious, but in a little different 
form-delivered any money of any kind to any employee of the De­
partment of Agriculture or any employee of any other agency of the 
Federal Govermnent? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't have any recollection of ever handling any 
money for Mr. Estes with any of those classes of people. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. What is the name of the pilot of Mr. Estes' plane, 
the one who took you on the trip to which you have already referred? 

Mr. MoRRIS. He had two different pilots. I don't recall the name 
of the first one, Congressman. The second one was Joe Blake, I be­
lieve. Joe was his first name. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Who was, if you know, Mr. Estes' closest friend, 
other than you? 

Mr. MoRRis. I frankly don't know that much about his circle of 
friends, Congressman. He seemed to have a great many close friends, 
and I couldn't single one out in preference to another. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Would it be proper to say that you, of all of the 
public officials with whom he had to deal in the Department of Agri­
culture, with whom Mr. Estes was acquainted, were the closest to him 
in terms of personal friendship? 

Mr. MORRIS. I can say only from my observation, because I have 
learned from the press, since all of this developed, that he visited and 
saw other people in the Department, about which I had no knowledge 
at the time. But I know we had a very close family and personal 
friendship. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Other than what you read in the press, do you know 
of any employees, high or low, within the Department with whom he 
was closely acquainted? 

Mr, MoRRis. Not of my own knowledge, Congressman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you have reliable information, other than what 

has appeared in the press ? 
Mr. MORRIS. I wouldn't have any source of information, 

Congressman. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. You said not to your knowledge, that is the reason 

I asked. 
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Mr. MORRIS. I don't know of any real close friend he had in the' 
Department. But he was not a loquacious man. You wouldn't 
know. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. What about his relationship with Mr. Jacobs? 
Mr. MoRRis. I know nothing about that relationship. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Can you think of anybody else in the Department 

of Agriculture whom you know Mr. Estes did know well? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know, Congressman. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Other than, say, members of the Advisory Com­

mittee, the Cotton Advisory Committee, with whom he was associated 
from time to time. 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, I don't know how well he knew people 
because he didn't discuss, in my presence or to me, his acquaintances 
with other people in the Department. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You said yesterday he did a lot of business around 
the Department of Agriculture. Do you know who most of his 
contacts were with in the Department, and for what purpose? 

Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You do not? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you ever set up any appointments for him with 

any of the officials in the Department? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I may have at one time arranged for him or some­

body associated with him to talk to somebody in the Foreign Agri­
cultural Service. I am not certain. 

I know when he was talking about going in the oversea grain trade 
business I may have, but I don't recall that, Congressman. I think 
that is the only instance in which I could have made any appoint­
ment for him within the Department. I ~m not sure that I did that. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. This next question is partially repetitious of what 
you were asked yesterday by Mr. Langen and probably by other mem­
bers of the committee and the staff. I want to get the record com­
pletely clear. 

You said yesterday that the money orders which you and Dr. Ralph 
received-you say on Christmas Day, and Dr. Ralph testified before 
this committee, sometime after Christmas-were construed by you as 
Christmas gifts, but that rather than return the money orders and take 
the chance of offending Mr. Estes, you and Dr. Ralph both agreed 
that you would look upon thein or just consider them as contributions 
to the national Democratic Party-as sums for the purchase of in­
augural anniversary tickets and that the money orders were endorsed 
and delivered to the National Democratic Headquarters for the pur­
chase of $100 tickets; is that right? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, you testified yesterday that because you 

felt close enough to Mr. Estes, he having visited in your home and you 
two having been associated socially, your families, or your family and 
Mr. Estes on a number of occasions, that you frequently admonished 
Mr. Estes not to embarrass people with his generosity. And yet you 
tell this committee that you were afraid to offend him by returning 
those money orders to him. 

How do you reconcile those positions? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. That, Mr. Chairman, was a decision made with my su­
perior, Dr. Ralph. We discussed what to do with them and we con­
cluded that since it was the time that tickets were being purchased for 
the dinner, that the simplest thing to do would be simply endorse them 
over and deliver the tickets to him, which in Dr. Ralph's opinion them 
was nothing in1proper about us serving as an innocent medium in the 
purchase of tickets, and deliver the tickets to him, and then advise the 
Secretary what had transpired. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. The point I am getting at is this: In Yiew of your 
experience with him, and your willingness to admonish him about his 
generosity, which was embarrassing people, how could you conclude· 
at that time that it would have offended him to return the money orders 
to him? 

Mr. MoRRIS. That was a joint conclusion--
Mr. FouNTAIN. You had money orders and Dr. Ralph had money 

orders? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You had a right to make an independent decision 

about your money orders and so did he; did you not? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 

_ Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you tell Dr. Ralph how close you had been to 
Billie Sol Estes and that you felt that you could return those money 
orders and that he would not be off ended? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I didn't tell him the latter part. He knew of every 
significant contact I had with Mr. Estes, because I kept him informed 
of every significant relationship I had with Mr. Estes. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did you think Mr. Estes would be offended if you 
had returned the money order? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think he would have been embarrassed, having the 
money orders returned and going down to the post office and having 
them canceled out. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Had he ever been embarrassed when you had ad­
monished him about embarrassing other people by bestowing gifts 
upon them? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. ·yvhat ·was his reaction when you had--
Mr. MoRRIS. When I had talked to him about the advisability of not 

embarrassing people with too expensive gifts, one time the man very 
frankly-I think he wept, because he told me, he said, "Bill, I just 
like to share with people." It was his underlying philosophy of life. 
He published a booklet on it, the philosophy of doing good, of ac­
cumulating by giving away to people. He said it was basic philos­
ophy. 

I said, "Billie, you embarrass people." I pointed out, for example, 
if you were having lunch or dinner and he would go over to the cigar 
counter and buy a big fist full of expensive cigars, I said, "Billie, what 
do you do with those cigars? Do the men at the table divide them 
up? If you want to buy cigars, buy one for a person and then each 
person has a cigar. You embarrass people with this extreme generos­
ity." 

He was embarrassed in turn and said, "I don't mean to embarrass 
people. My purpose is good. I have it and I like to share it." . 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Had Mr. Estes ever before sent you or your family 
Christmas gifts in the form of money orders or checks? 
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Mr. MORRIS. I had not known him previously. This was the first 
Christmas. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did he thereafter? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Had he since sent you Christmas money orders or 

money of any kind? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. Remember, Congressman, when I gave the 

tickets to him I admonished him then and he said he did not know 
that our names had been added. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You gave him the tickets for the money orders? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir, I gave him the tickets. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Tickets which were purchased with the money 

orders from the Democratic National Committee? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. And I admonished him at that time that I 

could not possibly accept that kind of Christmas gift. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I want to ask you this question~ in fairness to the 

-Democratic National Committee. ,Vhen you took the money orders 
over to the National Democratic Headquarters and got these anni'­
versary tickets, did you explain the circumstances under which you 
had received those money orders? 

Mr. MoRRIS No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Now explain to the committee again, if you will, 

just what you said in the memorandum which you say you typed off 
and delivered to Secretarv Freeman's office through your secretary. 

Mr. MORRIS. My best iecollection, I typed it myself, was the first 
paragraph said: "There have been two instances of generosity on the 
part of members of advisory committees which should be brought to 
your attention." And then there was a description of the money 
orders from Mr. Estes and the disposition we had made of them, and 
then there was a paragraph describing the gift money from the 
potato committee .. The potato committee had brought a purse of 
money and given to my secretary and said buy a present for Dr. Ralph. 

The description in that paragraph was that we had instructed the 
secretary to return the money to the potato committee the next time 
they were in vVashington. My secretary advised me that she did 
return the money to the potato committee. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Then I take it from what you say that the memo­
randum which you sent, and of which no copy has been found (and 
Secretary Freeman's office has advised that he knows nothing about it) 
did not set forth the full circumstances under which you received the 
money orders; that is, that they came on Christmas Day, that there 
was no letter of transmittal with them explaining why th~y were sent, 
but that you took them to be Christmas gifts, that you were not going 
to keep them but that you were going to deliver them to the N ~tional 
Democratic Partv as a contribution. 

y OU did not state it that way? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not precisely that way, Congressman. As I recall 

that paragraph, it said that these money orders had been received and 
that we had endorsed them to the national committee, and that when 
the tickets were received, they would be delivered to Mr. Estes. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Then if that memorandum had been received and 
was seen by the Secretary or anyone else, whoever saw the memo­
randum would have a right to believe that Mr. Estes had sent those 
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money orders to you for the purpose of making purchases of tickets· 
from the Democratic National Committee? 

Mr. MoRRIS. vVe didn't say they had been sent to us-as I remember 
the memorandum we didn't say for what purpose they were sent to us. 
We said we have received-my assistant and I have received from Mr. 
Estes-postal money orders. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. In view of what you say you had in the memoran­
dum as to what you were going to do with it, what conclusion could the 
reader of the memorandum reach other than that it was a contribution 
to the Democratic Party? 

Mr. MoRRIS. It was our purpose in the memorandum-recall in the 
first paragraph, the way I wrote it, was that there had been two 
instances of generosity. I think I used the word "generosity"-on 
the part of members of advisory committees. I don't think that \fould 
be construed later on that these were contributions to the national 
committee. These were acts of generosity which w·e properly could 
not accept, and then he went on to sa.y briefly what disposition we 
made of them. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did you say in the memorandum, which you could 
not properly accept? Did you put that in the memorandum? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall whether we put that in or not. '\Ve just 
told him what we had. '\Ve told him of the acts of generosity and how 
we had disposed of both of them. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. How you had disposed of them? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did Secretary Freeman or anyone on his behalf 

indicate to you or to Dr. Ralph that he had received the memorandum 
marked as you said, "Personal and confidential?" 

Mr. MORRIS. No one indicated jt to me. Incidental]y, Dr. Ralph 
told me that he had also discussed the potato contribution with John 
Baker, Director of Credit. John Baker said return it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. And John Baker said return it? 
Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. So you did return the generous gift in that situa­

tion? 
Mr. MoRRIS. My secretary said she returned it to the potato 

committee. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. '\Vas the memorandum put in an envelope and 

marked "Confidential and Personal" on the outside, or was "Personal 
and Confidential" marked on the sheet upon which it was written? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think it was on both, Congressman. I think on the 
memorandum I typed at the top "Personal and Confidential" and the 
envelope was "Assistant Secretary" envelope, the way we always sent 
confidential memos over to the Secretary. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. You gave it to your secretary? 
Mr. MORRIS. Gave it to one of the girls in the office. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You don't recall \Yhich one? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. What did you tell her to do? 
Mr. MoRRIS. To take it to the Secretary. Dr. Ralph sent numerous 

confidential n1.emos on various things. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did it go through Dr. Ralph's hands before it got 

there? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. Dr. Ralph signed it. As I recall--
. Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you then take it yourself to one of the girls 
ordidhedoit1 . 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, as I best recall, we were getting ready 
to go to lunch. I think Dr. Ralph and I were going to lunch. As I 
went out I gave it to one of the girls and said take it over to the 
Secretary's office. That was the routine way we sent a personal and 
confidential memo to the Secretary. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you know of your ovm knowledge whether or 
not a copy was placed in Dr. Ralph:s confidential memorandum file as 
you testified yesterday? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I gave a copy to Dr. Ralph. He had set up in his desk 
drawer a file where he put copies of his confidential memos to the 
Secretary. And I gave him a copy for the purpose of putting it in 
the file. He has since told me when this question came up that he 
couldn't find the copy. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Mr. Morris, you testified yesterday that Mr. Estes 
knew all of the members of the Texas delegation, particula,rly Mr. 
Johnson and Senator Yarborough. How do you lmow that? 

Mr. MoRRis. In the case of Senator Yarborough, I saw him at each 
of Mr. Estes' parties, and they were apparently close personal friends. 
I was with him one time, I think, ·\",hen we went by Senator Yar­
borough's office, and all the staff in the office called him "Billie Sor' 
and knew him well. 

I recall at the Kennedy birthday dinner in 1961 Congressman Ma­
hon spoke with Dr. Ralph, who was standing beside Estes' table­
the reason I recall that was Congressman Mahon had been dis­
pleased with the speech Dr. Ralph had made, and they discussed that 
briefly. We discussed again the day we walked over to the Demo­
cratic caucus and I told him Dr. Ralph had benefited by his counsel 
and he said he liked it, he was pleased. 

So from that--
( See comment by Congressman George Mahon, p. 143.) 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. The record will show that he was known in Vice 

President Johnson's office and possibly known personally by Mr. John­
son and by Senator Yarborough. 

What prompts me to ask the question is, if I am not mistaken, I have 
had several members of the Texas delegation say, "I never knew the 
fellow." 

I am asking if your information is based upon what Mr. Estes said 
to you, if he made a general statement that he knew all the members 
of the Texas delegation or most of them. It wouldn't be unusual ii 
he did, coming from the same State. But I just think a statement of 
this kind ought to be clear. 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know, Congressman, of my own observation or 
knowledge. I know that any time I saw him with a Member of Con­
gress from Texas, they were cordial and first- name basis and from 
that I would have no reason to question his saying he knew 'an of them 
well. 

I do not know of my personal knowledge whether he knew all of 
them or not. 
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Mr. 'FOUNTAIN. I would say it is logical to conclude that one like 
Mr. Estes would naturally know Sena.tors, his own Congressman, and 
certainly other Congressmen in close proximity to him. 

In view of his desire to win friends and influence people I am sure 
he met as many Members as he could. 

So you don't know of your own knowledge who he knew personally, 
other than the ones tow hich you referred? 

Mr. MoRRis. Only the ones that I saw with him or saw him talk to or 
who were his guests at some dinner orsomething. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I don't know how pertinent this is to our inquiry, 
but I think I will ·ask you, since it was brought up in the interrogation 
of you by the staff. When you were interrogated by the staff before 
this hearing began, reference was made to certain letters of yours to 
Mr. Estes relative to an export plan, and that you had written a thank 
you note to Mr. Estes and never expected to receive a kit of materials in 
return. 

""Without going into a lot of detail, what was the substance of these 
letters and what did they relate to? 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, he sent me-if I can find an example of 
one of them-reprints of articles. This says, "Clyde native plans grain 
exporting on grand scale." This was a reprint of an article in the 
Abilene Reporter News dated November 19, 1960. He had apparently, 
in the years before I had met him, announced and discussed plans for 
going in the grain export business as a private entrepreneur. Here 
is one called: "India, a big market; Estes foresees exports to encl sur­
plus grain." This is from the Standard Times Agricultural Editor. 

He sent me a large envelope of these clippings and asked me if I 
would sit down and give him the benefit of my thoughts on it, that he 
entertained this ambition to go into~not wait for Government, on his 
own-to go into grain export. He was thinking in terms, as this arti­
cle indicates, of India and Pakistan, that area. 

He talked of building terminal ·facilities at Galveston or Houston 
and also in India, and Pakistan. That was the purpose of my writing 
him, was this was good to me for a private entrepreneur, a man of 
great wealth, to go into the grain export business and help us move the 
grain abroad. 

There was no indication in any of the articles or in his letter that 
he proposed to go into grain export in colfaboration with the Govern­
ment. This was a private entrepreneur who was going to help move 
our surplus a!broad. To me it had tremendous appeal. 

I thought if this man will do it, others will do it, and help share 
the burden of moving these surpluses. That was the purpose of just 
jotting down, at his request, my thoughts on how he might implement 
this ambition. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Naughton? 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Morris, a.re you familiar with procedures re­

lating to Government financed exports of grain? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not in any detail; no, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know how much privately financed exports 

of grain there are, or it is feasible to believe there will be in the near 
future, to India? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Aren't you aware that practically no grain is 

shipped to India. that is not financed by the U.S. Government? 
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Mr. MORRIS. I don't know that as a fact. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you inquire about this~ 
Mr. MoRRrs. Not at the time I wrote those letters; no, sir. 

. Mr. NAUGHTON. So you didn~t know that all of our shipments to 
India have to be financed by the Government because India has no 
dollar reserves that it is in position to spend for--

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr .... AUGHTON (continuing). Grain imports? 
Mr. MORRIS. That is why if you read the letters you will see that 

I suggested means of meeting this dollar lack. In other words, if 
he c<?uld go in there and build an elevator, in cooperation, meet their 
reqmrements of native Indians cooperating financially in it, and 
~hen if he could sell the grain for local currency, and if he could go 
mto trade, I think I suggested that he recapture the Yankee spirit 
of trading; I suggested, maybe I was presumptive but he asked me 
to give him the benefit of my thoughts, I suggested that this might 
be a possibility, privately, ·without depending on Government, for a 
D?-an to go in and first get permission or partners. It was my impres­
s10n_ that because of the feeling toward colonialism that with the 
Indians and the others, local people, citizens of that country, would 
have to be in it. 

Then if he could buy merchandise with the local currency which 
he could bring back in his ships-he gave me the impression he was 
going into it on a large scale-that that would overcome this lack of 
dollar exchange and to me would be a possibility to a promoter or 
plunger or whatever you call him. This to me sounds possible of 
accomplishment. 

I am no expert in the field but when a man asks me would I be 
good enough to jot down some ideas, I did so. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Aren't you aware that the normal method of doing 
business for foreign currency is for the Indian Government to put up 
foreign currency and the U.S. Department of Agriculture to put up 
dollars to match, which are paid to the exf orter? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know that much o the detail. 
.Mr. FOUNTAIN. I am not sure that all Members of Congress know 

that, Mr. Naughton. 
Mr. MoRRIS. At the time I wrote those letters I had no thought of 

Government involved in it, because he said he did not want to wait 
for Government. I don't know whether that is in these articles or 
not but in his letter I think he said he didn't believe-this I like­
he said he didn't believe that American citizens, who had the abiljty 
and the vision and the imagination, should sit and wait for the 
Government to do all of these things. To that I fully subscribed, 
that if an American businessman can develop a trade program, and 
move our surpluses over there, I am all for it. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. I guess he was successful in securing private fi­
nancing for a number of his ventures. 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Chairman, if I may quote from an article in the 
San Angelo Times, October 30, 1960, Mr. Estes said, ".Whether the 
Government does or not, I am going to be in the export business." 
He added, "'Ve are going to move our grain into the world markets." 

This is among the material that I read and he wanted my thinking, 
if I could give it to him, on how he might develop this dream of 
his, this ambition. 



104 INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Mr. FouN'rAIK. That was a kit of material--
Mr. MoRRis. That he sent out and asked me if he could impose on me, 

would I sit down and give him 111.y thoughts on it. I, at that time had 
no thouo-ht of Government participation. This to me-if you read my 
letters I° think they will reflect-this to me was a private entrepreneur 
talking of going into world tr~de. . . 

. Mr. NAUGHTON. ]Hr. Morns, you mentioned m one of your other 
letters I believe, that while you had been at Maritime Commission there 
had b~en some, I believe t_he l'.1nguage you :u~e~ w:as, "go?~ deal~ in 
surplus ships," and that this might be a po?s1b1hty m acqmr1r1;g sh~ps. 
What were the "good deals in surplus slnps" that you had m. mmd 
when you made that reference? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I didn't know this as an official of the Maritime Com­
mission but from the press, the public know ledge, some of those ships 
at the e;1.d of the war, some people-I think there have since bee~1 some 
investigations of people who bought ships at a very low pnce. I 
didn't know whether any of those ships were still availabl~. But I 
just dropped in every thought th~t I t~1ought was ~~nstruct1ve._ . 

Mr. :N°AUGHTOK. In your capacity ,nth the J\IIantune C'omm1ss10n, 
did you have anything to do with the sale or disposal of surplus ships, 
or was this just something-- . , 

Mr. MORRIS. Oh, no, sir; I -was the personnel officer. I d1dn t have 
.firsthand know ledge, except general know ledge, that at the end of the 
war with all these surplus ships, some people did get some good buys 
in ships. • . 

Mr. NAUGHTON. I guess all of us have read of the congressional 
hearings, or newspaper articles relating to those? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you or did you not say yesterday that ~fr. Estes 

made frequent telephone calls in the Department from your office? 
:Mr. MORRIS. I don't know whether I said "frequent," Congresman. 

Occasionally he made calls, as did many members of advisory com­
mittees. 

Our office was rio-ht next to the conference room. -YVe serviced them e, . 
on telephone ca Us, reservations. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you have any recollection of any parties in par­
ticular w horn he has called on your telephone? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not specifically, Congressm~n. . 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You mentioned a reception that was given for the 

new president of the Dallas Cotton ..t:\,-ssociation i~1 your interview with 
the staff. I am not sure whether 1t was ment10ned here yesterday~ 
I believe you stated either to the committe staff, or yesterday, that you 
attended the reception in Dr. RalJ?h's pl_ac~, that Mr. Estes called 
you to pick him up by t~ie. House Office Bmldmg an~ that you and :J\~r. 
Frank Hussey, the admm1strator of the department m charge of gram 
storage, picked him up. How well did Mr. ~ussey lmow_ Mr. Estes? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think, Congressman, that 1s the first tnne he had 
met him. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. That was the impression you had from the meeting? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir, that was the impression. This was just a very 

casual thing. I was going to the dinner as Dr. Ralph's representative, 
or the reception. Frank Hussey called and said, "Are you going to 
the reception?" 
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I said, "Yes." 
He said, "Can I ride with you?" 
I said "Yes." 
And just as we were leaving, I had a call from Mr. Estes sayin~, 

"Can you pick me up? I don't know whether I can_ g~t a cab this 
time of day." It was about 5 :30, .and you know how 1t 1s up here on 
getting a cab. We said, "Sure, we will swing up." . 

We picked him up at the southeast corner of the House Office Bmld­
ing and drove to the reception. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. How closely related was your work as administra­
tive assistant, so to speak, of Dr. Ralph, with that of Mr. Hussey? 
Did you have frequent contacts with him? 

Mr. MORRIS. Occasional contacts. 
Mr. FouNTLUN. Occasional contacts? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVere you close personal friends? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Fairly close personal friends. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did he visit your home during the years? 
Mr. MORRIS. I think he and his wife have been in our home once or 

twice. I don't think we have been in their home. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Then you are telling this committee that it was just 

a coincidence that you and Mr. Estes and the man in the Department 
who had charge of or responsibility for a substantial part of grain 
storage operations, were brought together? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir, purely coincidence. As I recall, Frank 
Hussey called me about, or called Dr. Ralph's office, to see if Dr. 
Ralph was going to the reception, and if so they would go together. 
I told him that Dr. Ralph had another engagement but I was going 
in hjs stead. He said, "Are you driving?" 

"Yes." I had my car parked on the apron or in the lot there. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You had had no requests from Mr. Estes to pick 

up Mr. Hussey--
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN (continuing). In order that he might get a chance 

to speak to him? 
Mr. MORRIS. This was a pure coincidence. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Following the reception did you three go out to 

dinner together ? 
Mr. MoRRis. vV e left the reception and, as I recall, as we walked 

down the hall, somebody said, "Let's have dinner." And some dis­
cussion of where we would have dinner. Somebody said, "Let's have 
dinner right here in the hotel." 

So-I think it is called the Embassy Room-we stopped in there 
and had dinner. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. "'\Vho was with you then? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Estes; I think his attorney was along; Mr. Hussey, 

and myself. 
Mr.NAUGHTON. Was that Mr. Dennison? 
Mr. MoRRIS. John Dennison, yes. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Where did you go to dinner? 
Mr. MoRRIS. In the dining room in the hotel. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. How long were you in there? 
Mr.,MoRRIS. Just long enough for dinner. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you have any idea about how long it took to 
consume the dinner and socialize together? 

Mr. MORRIS. An hour, probably, an hour and a half. I don't recall. 
I think Frank Hussey ordered chicken instead of lobster, and re­
gretted it, as I recall. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Where did you go from there? 
Mr. MoRRis. Everybody--
_Mr. FouNTAIN. After you finished. 
Mr. MORRIS. Everybody separated and went their separate ways. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Yesterday you indicated that Mr. Estes discussed 

bis grain storage operations, or during the course of the conversation 
in some way requested more grain for storage, or complained that he 
wasn't getting enough, and that you pointed out that that was not a 
proper way to get cooperation from the Department-that the De­
partment would lean over backward rather than subject itself to 
criticism. Did Mr. Estes make any comment in the presence of Mr. 
Hussey upon the way he was being treated by the Department? Any 
comment to Mr. Hussey or in his presence? 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, it is difficult, that long ago, to recall a 
whole conversation. I think I said yesterday that I recalled his 
using as the illustration that he knew of a Republican-owned elevator 
someplace that was full and his elevators weren't full. As I recall 
it, that was the total statement. It was a very brief exchange. It was 
embarrassing to me and I knew to Mr. Hussey. 

Rather than let Mr. Hussey reply to him, I interrupted and I said, 
"Billie, let me warn you that any request for any favorable considera­
tion is the quickest way you can get your elevators empty, because 
our people will, I think, to a man, protect themselves by bending 
over backward and doing the opposite." I said, "I hope you will never 
ask one of our people to show you any special or favored considera­
tion." 

Mr. Hussey came by my office the next morning and thanked me 
for getting him off a difficult spot. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did he make any statement as to cooperation he 
had gotten from the previous administration and the present admin­
istration? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I think that ended it, Congressman, as I recall, when 
I interrupted him and said that is the wrong thing to do. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you recall what you told the staff when they 
interviewed you concerning this subject? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I can't recall everything I said. But I think he did 
make a statement somewhat to that effect. But I don't think he made 
it at that time, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. When did he make it? Somewhat to what effect? 
Mr. MoRRis. I recall him one time, a1id I don't recall what this had 

relation to, he said something to the effect that I have been treated 
worse by my own administration than I was by the previous adminis­
tration, something to that effect; 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did he describe how or in what way? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir, it was just a general statement. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. And that was not in the presence of Mr. Hussey? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall whether that was. My recollection is 

that that was a very brief statement he made while we were sitting 
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there at the dinner table. He just brought up the question and said 
"Why is it, here I ~m a good Demo?rat and my elevators are 4alf 
empty, and I can cite you a Republican elevator that is full· why 
can't I have more grain in storage?" ' 

. Mr. FouNT~IN. Was that_ sai~ in the presence of Mr. Hussey that 
mght at the dmner or was 1t said on some other occasion? 

Mr. MORRIS. That was said to Mr. Hussey. And I interrupted and 
rather than let Mr. Hussey be embarrassed by it--

Mr. FouNTAIN. And told him what you have already related? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I told him, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You said a few moments ago you thouo-ht that was 

said on another occasion. 
5 

Mr. MoRRIS. The other statement, I think, was on another occasion. 
I don't recall precisely. I do recall this statement about "Why is it 
that I can point to a Republican elevator and it is full and my ele­
vators are half empty." That I specifically recall because that to me 
was something he shouldn't ask one of our people; should not ask any 
ofus. 

Mr. FouN~AIN. ~et me get back to_ a few questions about the use 
of ~~r. Estes credit car~. Mr. Morris, on what date, if you recall, 
and m what manner, did you receive the telephone card from Mr. 
Estes? 

Mr. MORRIS. Some time in early January. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Was it given to you or given to your wife? 
Mr. MoRRIS. It was-he was in our home--
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did he hand it to you personally? 
Mr. MORRIS. I think he handed it to me. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. The card itself, or just the number? 
~r. Mo~rs. No sir, just the number. He pulled out of his pocket 

a shp, ~ piece of 3:1o~t pad ~r something, and he had written the num­
ber on 1t. He said, I don t want you and Alice paying for calls on 
my account." 

You see, my wife was not accepting compensation for writing this 
co!umn for the n~wspaper. And he did not want her doing all of 
this work for which she wasn't being paid, and then out-of-pocket 
money for telegrams and telephone calls. 

_He said-and I had previously declin_ed t:o be reimbursed, so did my 
wife for a telegram or call. And he said, '• I don't want it being out­
of-pocket. You can't afford it." And he handed me the number 
written down just on a piece of paper. 

. Mr. ~OUNTAIN. Did he give you or your wife any specific instruc­
tions with respect to the use of the credit card· that is did he state 
that this is_ to be us~d only by your wife to c~ll my ~ewspaper in 
Pecos; or did he say it was_ for your gen~ral use; or did he say it was 
to b~ used by you for makmg calls on his behalf? Just what did he 
say, if anythmg, other than what you have just related? 

Mr. MORRIS. Just a very short statement. He said, "I don't want 
you people to be out of pocket on any calls." 

Congressman, you would have to know the things he asked me to 
d~. There was a fellow on his newspaper staff he wanted me to find 
a Job for, and I_ had been inquirjng around some of the agencies. He 
wanted to get m tpe Informat10n _Age~cy. I called somebody, riot 
anybody I knew, Just called and mqmred about the possibility of 
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him-I think he had worked for _them pre:'iously. Then, as _I re­
call I called him to tell him that his apphcat10n was under considera­
tiod. That was one of the calls that I paid for. And then this Mr. 
Delaney apparently told him that I called him. 

Wnen Mr. Estes saw me he wanted to reimburse me for the call 
and I said, "No, forget it." 

He said "On anything like that, use this credit card. Don't spend 
your mon~y." He couldn't reimburse me in cash; I wouldn't accept 
reimbursement. So he gave me the cred~t card number.. . ,, 

He said, "Any time you h3:ve c~lls bke that, use this cre1it card. 
It was for my wife's use primarily. If I made a call,_helpmg_ some­

body with a job or something, he didn't want me paymg for it. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you have a recollection as to the total number 

of calls which were made by you on his credit card, and how many 
were made by your wife to the Pecos newspaper? 

Mr. MoRRis. I think we made maybe three or four calls on it. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Wnat about her calls to the Pecos newspaper? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know whether she used it to call the paper. It 

was only a short time, Congressman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. How long a period of time was it? 
Mr. MORRIS. It was in January. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. How long did she actually serve in that capacity,. 

sending stories? 
Mr. MORRIS. She wrote that column for 7 months. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. And received no compensation? 
Mr. MoRRis. She received a total of $592 compensation. I think 

there were 30 columns she wrote. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Didn't you say a few moments ago she was not be­

ing compensated for it? 
Mr. MORRIS. At that time, no, sir. But at the end of January, 

when he was up, he was out at the house and he said, "Alice, I can't 
let you continue to do all of this work, this column. It is good, it is 
one of the most popular things in the paper, and I can't let you con­
tinue to do it without compensation." 

By that time she was satisfied as to its quality and that she could 
handle it, and she agreed to accept compensation. It was a lot of 
work, Congressman. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. I can understand that. But isn't it more con­
venient to call a place of business collect than it is to use a credit 
card? Isn't it quicker? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't call anybody collect, Congressman. I just 
don't do this. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Your wife was working for Mr. Estes' newspaper. 
Did she not call the newspaper collect~ 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. In connection with any items which she sent in? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. She always used that credit card? 
Mr. MORRIS. Well, we only used the credit card three or four times. 

Congressman, as I recall, I think probably the three or four times I 
used it was returning a call from him. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. You said she worked for the paper for a period of 
about 7 months'? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. SeYenmonths; yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. She had no reason to call the ne\vspaper regularly? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not regularly; no, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIK. Just to send in her column, whatever it was? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat was she writing about? Just interesting 

things here in "\V ashington ? 
Mr. MORRIS. This was a column called "Capitol Comment," with 

her byline. It was a question-and-answer column. Her thought was 
she would like to write a column which was similar to the work_,, 
she wa_s 18 years as a congressional secretary, and the questions people 
wrote m, she had the feelmg that there were hundreds of people with 
the same questions who did not write their Congressman. So she 
took the current questions that were coming in, wrote the question, 
and then wrote the answer on social security, veterans' problems, and 
so forth, and it would be a good public service type of column. If 
was featured on the editorial page, the same spot reserved for it, in 
every Sunday's edition of the paper. 

Mr. FouNTAIK. With her background I would imagine that her. 
columns were most interesting. 

Mr. MORRIS. Congressman, that is why she finally agreed to accept 
compensation. The Texans who were up here told her that that was 
one of the most helpful, useful columns that they had ever seen and 
~he editor_ told her that when people came in and looked at the 'back 
issues, 9 times out of 10 they were looking up her column. That is 
when she was finally satisfied that it was a worthwhile effort. It took 
a lot of work, Congressman. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Mr. Langen asked you a number of questions yester­
day about why it was necessary to start making calls so soon after 
Dr. R_alph . was summarily dismissed. Of course, Dr. Ralph was 
financially m bad shape, you say, and he had just been fired without 
much notice. I can accept the contention that he was shocked and 
wanted to act quickly to get another job. But of all people-as Mr. 
Langen expressed it-I can't understand why he called Mr. Estes. 

Let's assume that all of this was normal under the circumstances. 
Why did you feel it necessary to offer him Mr. Estes' credit card? 

Mr. ~ORRIS. My reaso1: for it, Congressman, was the Secretary's 
adm<?mt1011 that he !lot discuss this with anyone, because if he did so 
and it became rubhc knowledge-that is the way he described it­
the Secretary said he would make his separation effective immediately 
if it became public know ledge. 

Had he, ?oming ba_ck f~om the Secretary's office, placed a call to 
some promment official hke a member of an advisory committee 
there would be an immediate record that he had immediately called 
somebody and talked. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you tell Dr. Ralph that it was Estes' credit card 
number? 

Mr. M~RRIS. My recollec~ion was that I did, but there was a lot 
of confusion. We were usmg Mr. Estes' credit card ··number to call 
Mr. Estes. And Dr. Ralph said he doesn't recall-that •I told him 
whose credit card number it was. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. If I am not mistaken, that is what he.,testified to 
before this committee. ·----- · _, ' 

87842--6.2-8 
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Mr. MoRRIS. He has told me that personally. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. That he did not understand it to be Mr. Estes' 

-credit card? 
Mr. MoRRis. I told Dr. Ralph, kept him informed of all relation­

ships with all members of advi~ory committees, ,and I_ would have no 
reason to withhold the fact this was Mr. Estes credit card number. 
I would have no reason to. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Didn't you know that Dr. Ralph could call long 
distance anywhere in the country from almost anyplace, and have 
the calls charged to his residence number? 

Mr. MoRRIS. He could, I assume, if there was somebody there to 
accept the charge. I don't know. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. As I understand it, he can call almost anyplace by 
identifying his residence number ( it may be ~hat they w:ill call the 
residence number to check), but you can put m a long distance call 
that way. 

Mr. MoRRIS. Congressman, all I can recall is that all of us were 
under great stress and he was going to call Mr. Estes to see if he 
could give him some leads on a job. I gave him the credit card number 
to use to call it. My purpose was so that there would be no record in 
the Department of the call, in keeping with what he told me about 
the Secretary's admonition to not talk to anybody. 

Mr. FoUNTAIN. Of course, notwithstanding the fact that the Secre-
tary had admonished him to keep it secret, he did talk to you about it? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Then he in turn told Mr. Estes about it? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. So his pledge of loyalty to the Secretary wasn't 

kept? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know, Congressman, whether he gave a pledge. 

He told me the Secretary told him that if this gets out, I will make 
it effective immediately. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Yesterday you stated that Dr. Ralph did call Mr. 
Estes, that Dr. Ralph pledged him to secrecy, told him that he had 
been fired. Was the purpose of this call, in addition to seeking em­
ployment, to alert Mr. Estes to the fact that one of his friends within 
the Department had been fired? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not to my knowledge, sir. The purpose was to get 
his advice on where to start immediately looking for a job. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you tell Dr. Ralph that if he paid for the calls 
he could charge them off as a business expense? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Did I what? 
• Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you tell Dr. Ralph that if he made the calls 

and if he reimbursed Mr. Estes for them that he would be able to 
charge them off as a business expense ? 

Mr. MoRRis. That Dr. Ralph would? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Yes. 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall anything like that, Congressman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I assume he would be able to if he were seeking a 

job. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall any such discussion. 

. Mr. ·FouNTAIN. You don't? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. -
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Will you supply the committee with a copy of the 
,carbon letter, which you say you wrote Mr. Estes, upon which you 
_ made a notation asking for the amount of Dr. Ralph's calls? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't have a carbon copy of that, Congressman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You don't have it? 
Mr. MoRRIS. This was a letter subscribing to a magazine for Mrs. 

Estes. I made a carbon of it, which I sent to Mr. Estes. 
This would be telling him I had subscribed to a magazine for Patsy. 

On the bottom of that carbon copy I sent him, or wrote a request, as 
I recall I used the word "insist," "I insist when the bill comes in that 
you send it tome, because I want to pay it." 

I said yesterday I assumed that would be in his file in the office, 
because when I saw Mrs. Estes and asked her if she had received the 
magazine she knew nothing about it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, did Mr. Estes ever deliver to you any 
substantial sum of money for distribution here in 1¥ ashington? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. 1Ve have heard stories to that effect. 
Mr. MoRRis. He never delivered any money for me to deliver, to 

give to anybody. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did anyone deliver anything to you on his behalf, 

·,any money on his behalf? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did Billie Sol Estes ever tell you that he found it 

necessary to make big gifts in order to get things done or to be in a 
·position where he could get things done? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall any such statement, Congressman. As a 
matter of fact, my recollection is that every time he talked of his 
generosity, it was in terms of Christian principles and sharing his 
-blessings with other people. That was the impression he always gave 
me, was that his generosity was based on Christian principles, that 
-he had been blessed and he wanted to share his blessings with others. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I think all of the information which has come out 
thus far indicates there is probably some truth in that. But in view 
of his other operations, do you still believe that all of his motives 
were Christian motives? 

Mr. MoRRIS. You mean do I in light of what I have learned since? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. In light of what you have learned since. 
Mr. MoRRrs. Congressman, that is an extremely difficult question 

-to answer, when you have had a close friend whom you have admired 
and respected. I don't turn my back on my friends, and I hate to 
believe anything ill or evil of any person, whether a friend or not, 
and particularly a good friend, and I was very fond of the Estes 
family. I had the greatest faith and confidence in the whole family. 
They were wonderful people, as I knew them. 

I hope and pray that he is not a bad man. But I don't know, 
Congressman. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I asked you the question about payoffs because Mr. 
-Cain, the attorney in Texas who represents the Pacific Finance Co., 
testified before this subcommittee that during a conference at Mr. 
Estes' home in connection with Mr. Estes' financial difficulties, and 
difficulties of the Pacific Finance Co., too, since they had been financing 

: him, that Billie Sol Estes said that he had to have $40,000. 
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Mr. Cain said, "Billie, w~at is ~hat, payoff money~" . 
Billie responded by saymg, m substance, that it was, that it was 

one of the ways he had to keep his operations going. You know of no 
money of that kind being distributed? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I have no knowledge of anything like that, Congress­
man. As a matter of fact, Congressman, most of our discussions, 
when Mr. Estes was in our home or when we were together, were 
about family. We talked a lot of the ~ewspapert and _the f~eral 
parlor, things like that. I don't recall him ever d1scussmg with me 
any of his financial arrangements. 

As a matter of fact, I read in the paper that he had bought an imple­
ment company, and I asked him bout it. He said, "I don't know. 
My people handle those things." 

You don't press a man. I wasn't curious or interested. But he 
did not discuss his business affairs with me. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. How many hotel bills has Mr. Estes ever paid for· 
you, other than the one to which you referred yesterday when you were 
being questioned by Mr. Langen? 

Mr. MoRRis. I think he or somebody in his party paid that Dallas­
hotel bill. And I was either the guest of the Fabens Cotton Festival 
or somebody, because when I checked out of a motel where I stayed 
one night at El Paso, I was a guest and there was no bill. They gave 
me courtesy cards and things, and I assumed that I was a guest of 
the Fabens Cotton Festival. But those are the only occasions I 
recollect that any bills of any kind were paid of mine. 

(Mr. Morris subsequently advised the subcommittee· that he 
searched his travel file and found his receipted bill and recalls other· 
events which convinced him that he personally paid this hotel bill.) 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I assume that on those occasions where your hotel 
bill was paid by somebody else, you did not include a hotel bill on 
your expense account? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Your expense account does not include hotel bills. It 
is just per diem. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. You get per diem? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I have almost always lost money on Government travel, 

because you just have a flat per diem. 
Incidentally, Congressman, on that trip to the Fabens Cotton Festi­

val, I had, when I left W asrungton, intended to go off per diem and. 
not make that as an official trip, because he was providing transporta­
tion from Dallas out there and back. When I returned to Washington 
I instructed my secretary to put me on per diem because I had been 
worked day and night the whole time I was there. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you ever advise Mr. Estes that it would be good. 
for him to cultivate the friendship of certain public officials in or out 
of the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not in the Department of Agriculture, no, sir. It is­
my recollection I didn't ever advise--

Mr. FouNTAIN. Outside of the Department of Agriculture? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I suggested, I think, in my letter about H. Carl Ander­

sen, that he broaden-here was a big businessman who seemed to be­
affiliated with one party, and I thought it was wise-most businessmen 
like to know a few Republican Congressmen as well as Democratic 
Congressmen. 
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(See statement of Congressman H. Carl Andersen, p. 146.) 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Who among Mr. Estes' associates were you ac­

quainted with? 
Mr. MORRIS. I met A. B. Foster, his general manager, when he was 

up here on two or three occasions. I met his two pilots. I met Wayne 
Cooper, and several others whose names I don't recall, who were up 
here for the dinners. He brought a considerable number of his asso­
ciates up for those dinners. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. Did you ever have any dealings with any of those 
associates? • Did vou ever call any of them by telephone? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I "don't recall ever having any call, either to or from 
any of his associates. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. fr. Morris, have you made any financial invest­
ments of any kind during the past 2 years? 

Mr. MORRIS. Financial investments? I don't think I have even 
bought any life insurance in the last 2 years. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I wasn't thinking of life insurance. Any financial 
investments in any business, any stocks or anything else? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir, not that I recall. I don't think I have made 
any investments of any kind. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. You would recall if you made any investments, 
wouldn't vou? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, I would think so. I don't know how broad the 
term is. I don't think I bought any life insurance, I haven't bought 
any property, I haven't bought any stocks or bonds, or put any money 
in-I bought an automobile; that is the only thing I had bought of 
any consequence in the last 2 years. 

Mr. Fou_KT.AIN. I n?tice you have a tenden<;,y to answer so many of 
your quest10ns by saymg not to your recollect10n. Of course, that is a 
pretty good way of not getting into difficulty, either if you are in 
doubt or if you deliberately have something in mind you don't want to 
tell the committee. 

Mr. NfoRRIS. My wife handles the money. I don't think we have, 
other than the automobile, bought anything of any consequence. ,v e 
haven't bought any stocks or bonds or invested in any business or 
enterprises of any kind. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you ever discuss investments of any kind with 
Billie Sol Estes? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall any discussion of any investments in 
anything with Mr. Estes, no, sir. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did he ever suggest to you that a particular invest-
ment of any kind might be worthwhile? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Not to my recollection, no, sir. 
I talked to Congressman Andersen about his coal mine many times. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. You said yesterday you wanted to buy some stock 

but didn't have the money i 
. Mr. l\foRms. ,v e had the money but my wife wouldn't agree to the 
1.nvestment. • 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you have copies of correspondence between you 
and Mr. Estes since you have met him? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I believe we have submitted all the copies that I have, 
Congressman. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you have anything other than what you have~ 
already mentioned in the course of your testimony? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I have a copy of a letter here of July 27, 1961. I have 
some letters from Mr .. Estes, including one that my wife thought she 
had thrown away but hadn't. This is the extent of correspondence 
that I have been able to find, which I think--

Mr. FouNTAIN. Would you make those available to the subcom,. 
mittee for the record if we decide it is relevant and- pertinent enough­
to put in the record ? 

Mr. Momus. vV ould you want me to run quickly thro11gh them?­
Mr. FouNTAIN. Yes, you might run through them. 
Mr. MoRRIS. This is the brochure he sent, and the clippings .. 
A letter to Alice, saying: 
I have been hearing many good comments as to your column. It is doing 

so much good. I appreciate your faith in working up the column.-

Just a note about my trip down, saying: 
I am very happy that you are in ·washington. You are the kind of perron-

that we need in our Government. 

One of those gratutious letters. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. -Would you give the dates of those letters? 
Mr. MORRIS. This letter was March 14, 1961. This must have been 

in response to my letter saying thanks for the hat, my thank-you note .. 
Would you want that for the record? 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Yes. If you will give it to us I think we can deter-­
mine later whether or not it is necessary to put it into the record. 

Mr. MoRRIS. A letter of July 20, 1961, saying: 
DEAR BILL AND ALICE: It was so good to have the privilege of visiting with you 

in your home and to be with you both and your fine children. You are doing. 
a wonderful job of raising your children. 

Bill, I appreciate more than you will ever know your showing me around 
Washington. I sure want you and Alice to come to Pecos as soon as you can 
after the newspaper is started, which will be July 30, and I know that you can 
give some suggestions that will really be beneficial. We sure want to produce 
a first-class paper. 

Another thank-you letter, September 12, 1961: 
It was indeed a great honor and privilege to have you come and visit with us 

in our home. 

This one, I think, has been put in the Congressional Record by some­
body. 

A letter of mine, July 27, 1961 : 
Your letter in behalf of Norman Lindley has been received and I will, of course;. 

be glad to help any way I can. First, I would appreciate your having Mr. 
Lindley complete and return two copies of the 57's. It would appear that the 
Peace Corps will be a logical place for Mr. Lindley and I suggest that he, if he 
has not already done so, consider making application under that program. 

Tha-t is the extent of the correspondence that I have been able to 
locate. I think that is virtually all of it. I don't think there is any 
that is missing. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. vVe will return this to you after we have examined 
it. 

Mr. STRICKLER. If the subcommittee would like to duplicate and 
return it to us, it will be satisfactory to us, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Thank you. 
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Can you think of any other correspondence which you had with 
him which is not included here? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't recall any other correspondence. This is all 
I have been able to find in searching all of my files. This is all of it 
that I have been able to find. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you keep all of your correspondence with Mr.-
E stes? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't think so, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. \Vb.at about your tvped letters? 
Mr. MORRIS. Sir? " 
Mr. FouNTAIN. What about the letters which were typed between 

you? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I think most of the letters I wrote him have been pub­

lished, with a few exceptions. 
Mr. STRICKLER. For the record, I might say that the correspondence 

just turned over does not include the correspondence of which photo­
static copies were turned over yesterday. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. They were turned over yesterday? 
Mr. STRICKLER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I haven't had a chance to see them. I am glad you 

made that observation. 
Mr. Morris, I have two or three more questions myself before I 

yield to the other members. 
Can you tell us who else was a frequent guest or visitor to your· 

home when Billie Sol Estes was there? 
Mr. MoRRIS. On one occasion or two, I think John Dem1ison his 

attorney, was up here with him. We invited them both out to din'ner. 
On another occasion, I think I have a note from him at home, I can 

look it up, there was a dentist-oilman with him. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. A doctor, a dentist? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. I picked them both up at the Friendship 

Airport and took them to my home for dinner. 
I think perhaps A. B. Foster might have been along on one occasion. 
Beyond that, I don't recall any of his associates or anybody who was 

along for dinner. Usually it was Mr. Estes. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Any other representatives of the Department of 

Agriculture? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Other than you? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FOUNTAIN. No others have visited in your home while Mr. Estes 

was there? 
Mr. MoRRis. Not to my recol_lection. I don't believe anybody from 

the Department has ever been m my home when Mr. Estes was there. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Do you keep a diary or journal or notebook of 

events? 
Mr. MoRRis. No, sir. 
Mr. Fou~TAIN. Do you know o:f anybody else to your knowledo-e 

who entertamed Mr. Estes while he was here in WashinQ'ton duri~g 
this period ~ b 

Mr. MoRRis. _I was in D!. Ra.lph's home one evening when he had 
one of the advisory committee groups out, or it was the one--some 
group out-and I believe Mr. Estes was out that night. I am not sure, 
Congressman. That would be the only incident. ' 
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I think once there was a party at Dr. Ralph's home. Maybe it was a 
Cotton Committee he had out, including Mr. Estes. That is the only 
recollection I have of anybody in the Department who I lmow, recall, 
that Mr. Estes was in the home. I think he was on one occasion. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. I will yield temporarily to Mr. Naughton. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I believe it was the cotton group, because they went 

to dinner. I did not go to dinner with them. I stayed for a brief 
time and went home. I think that was the evening. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Morris, did you lmow about the first transac­
tion between Mr. Estes and Congressman Andersen before it hap­
pened? 

Mr. MORRIS. No. At some point afterward, one or the other, or both, 
told me about it. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. vVere you surprised to learn that there had been 
this transaction~ 

Mr. MORRIS. Not particularly, because I knew Mr. Andersen was 
very anxious to sell this stock. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. I think you indicated yesterday that you helped the 
Congressman sell stock to a number o:f people? 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. vVho did you help him sell stock to~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. ,,re11, people who came in the office, both local people 

and others. There was an Oklahoma friend of mine, ,:v. B. Pruitt, 
who I think bought $1,500 "\\Orth of stock, as I recall. He still has it. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you recall the names o:f any of the others? 
Mr. MoRRis. I think one of the boys-you see, I wish I could talk 

off the record-could that be stricken, that statement, Congressman? 
Mr. FouNTAIN. No, it will have to be on the record. Go ahead. 
Mr. MORRIS. When Congressman Andersen was talking to some­

body about the coal mine and its future and its prospects, he would 
·call me in, and we would an o:f us sit there and talk about the coal 
mine, because I had been with him when his brother came down from 
Washington and when the decision was first made to go into the 
mining operation. As you know, Mr. Chairman, your administra­
tive assistant is very close to you. I was very close to Mr. Andersen 
and knew the whole history of the mine from the very beginning. 
I would be called in to join in the discussion of the mine and what 
its prospects were and its future. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Let me ask this, Mr. Naughton. It is pretty well 
known about the mine. The fact that Mr. Andersen was interested 
in selling stock-what is the relevancy of a purchase by someone 
unrelated to the Estes operation? 

Mr. NAUGHTON. The purpose, Mr. Chairman, is to determine wheth­
er any o:f the other purchasers of stock had business with the De­
partment of Agriculture. 

M:r. FOUNTAIN. Go ahead. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Can you give us a list o:f the names of the others? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No. sir. I don't have any express knowledge, other 

than this friend of mine in Oklahoma, who was in "T ashington, and 
I at that time thought it was a real good investment. As a matter 
of :fact, that was during one o:f the periods I tried to talk my wife 
into our investing. And I told Mr. Pruitt, as I reca1l. that I thought 
it "as a good speculative long-term investment and if he wanted 
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to make an investrn.ent on the chance that it would turn out to be Yery 
o-oocl that he would have to decide for himself whether he wanted 
b ' 
to. 

He said "Yes," he would. He talked to Mr. _Andersen and I recall 
I think he bought $1,500 ,Yorth of stock. I didn't handle the trans­
action. 

:Mr. FouNTAIN. Maybe this will cov,er the point that you ha Ye in 
mind, Mr.Naughton. . 

Do you know of anyo1:e to_ wh~m Mr. Andersen, either throu~h you 
or directly, sold stock m his mme, who has had contacts "\\Ith the 
Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know of my own knowledge, other ~han Mr_ 
Pruitt to whom he sold stock, Congressman. I know I sat m on the 
discus~ions. I never saw any body. I didn't even see ~fr. Pruitt b_uy 
the stock. I do know Mr. Pruitt bought it, and I thmk I made m­
quiry of him a couple of years ago. It had_ not paid any div_idends. 
I either sent word or wrote him or called him or talked to 111111 and 
said that if he was unhappy with it that I would take it off his 
hands so that he wouldn't lose any money, because I had asked him 
to buy it or suo·o-estecl he buy it. He said "No" at that time. I 
think thr~uo-h sg,1~eone else I sent word down that I "\\Ould buy the 
stock if he w~sn't happy with it. 

Mr. FouNTArn. \\That busines is Mr. Pruitt in? 
Mr. MoRRIS. He is in the fur business and produce, I think. I think 

he is primarily fur, pecans-he has a big pecan processing plant. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Kot in the grain business~ 
Mr. MORRIS. No. Ko, sir, not to my knowledge. He is a business­

man. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Regardless o:f whether they bought stock or not, 

do you kno:V of anyone that had cli~cuss~ons :w~th Congre~sman Ander­
sen regardmg purchase of stock m his mmmg. operat10n, who had 
business interests with the Department of Agriculture? 

Mr. MoRRIS. That js hard for me to recall, Mr. Naughton. Mr. 
Andersen talked of the mine to many people. I don't know who 
bought stock and who didn't. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. I am talking about those he talked with, not about 
whether they bought stock. Did any of those--

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall anybody doing business with the Depart­
ment of Agriculture to whom he sold stock. 

Mr.NAUGHTON. To whom he sold stock or discussed the sale o:f stock. 
Mr. MORRIS. Mr. J aughton, we talked about the mine, Mr. Andersen 

did, and I did, to a lot of people. . . . 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you think some of them. did have busmess with 

the Department of Agriculture~ 
Mr. MORRIS. They may or may not. I don't recall that much about 

it. This has been several years ago. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. So you do not now recall one way or ~he othed 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. We talked of the stock, or _he did, or bot!: of 

us did, to many people, because he had great enthusiasm for the mme. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. In fairness to Congressman Andersen, I wan~ to 

ask this question: Do you know or do you have any reason to believe 
that Congressman Andersen asked the Department of Agriculture 
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to do anything for anyone who had bought stock from him or had 
discussed the sale of stock? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I do not know of that. I do not believe that Congress­
man Andersen, with his level of integrity, would do anything like that. 
Mr ... Andersen is a man of very, very high integrity. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. And you were associated with him for how many 
years? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I worked for the committee 1 year and I worked for 
him for 5'½ years. 

Congressman, Mr. Andersen was extremely cautious about even a 
routine letter to a regulatory agency, anything like that. Mr. Ander­
sen in all of my work with him was a man of very high principles, 
extremely high, very high. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. \Vhy was Congressman Mahon displeased with 
the speech in his district by Dr. Ralph? 

Mr. MORRIS. Because there had been used an off-color story in a 
mixed audience that Mr. Mahon didn't like. 

Mr. NADGHTON. He didn't appreciate that type o:f thing going on 
in his district ? 

Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. You mentioned yesterday that Jerry Tichenor had 

helped you get your first job with the U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture. Is Mr. 'Tichenor with the Foreign Agricultural Service? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did you at any time discuss with Mr. Tichenor 

anything involving the possibility of Mr. Estes getting into export 
operations? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think so, because "e rode in the car pool together. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. vVhat was the extent of your discussions? 
Mr. MORRIS. I am trying to recall a casual discussion way back. I 

may have briefly-or, I don't know, casually brought up the man's 
plans to go into export. I don't recall any serious discussion. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know whether Mr. Estes ever talked with 
Mr. Tichenor, or do you have any reason to believe that he talked 
with Mr. Tichenor? 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't believe so. Not to my knowledge or recollec­
tion. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Do you know or have any reason to believe that 
Mr. Tichenor ever supplied any information or did anything for Mr. 
Estes? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Not to rn.y knowledge or recollection. 
To be sure I have the record full, I think one time I did inquire 

of someone this question of going into the private grain trade business 
in India, Pakistan. I think someone told me, I think that is where 
I had the knowledge there that Indian nationals would have to be 
financially interested. I think somebody told me that. But that is 
just--

Mr. NAUGHTON. You don't know whether it was Mr. Tichenor or 
not? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't think it was. I think probably I just called 
·somebody over there and said, "What is the situation of a private 
businessman going into the grain trade with India or Pakistan," and 
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I think they said, "Our experience is that nationals over there would 
have to be in the business because of the attitude of the Government." 

~fr. NAUGHTON. Dr. Ralph has testified that you called him, I 
b~heve, on January 20, and asked if Dr. Ralph would be willing to 
pick up some of the Estes party at the Sheraton-Park and drive them 
out to the dinner the evening of January 20. ,v ould you tell us the 
circumstances of that? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I think that was it. He lives beyond me in McLean. 
They were at the Sheraton-Park. I had agreed to pick up my car 
full and I asked Dr. Ralph if he would pick up a car full. He had 
an Armory parking sticker. He was in the Reserves. He wouldn't 
have any trouble parking. 

My recollection of that was that I called him and said, "'Vould you 
pick up what you could of the Estes party?" 

He picked them up ahead of me and I came in the hotel and he had 
already gone and I picked up some of the others. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. \Vhich members of the Estes party rode out with 
you? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I can't remember, Mr. Naughton. \Ve just swung in 
the driveway and picked up our car full. And Dr. Ralph had already 
been through and picked up some of the group. And we gave them 
transportation out there. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mrs. Dwyer? 
Mrs. DwYER. Thank you, Mr. Chairrn.an. 
Mr. MoRRIS. Secretary Freeman I understand informed Dr. Ralph 

of his discharge on March 30, 1962. ·when did you say the Depart­
ment representative notified you of your discharge? 

Mr. MORRIS. I believe Dr. Ralph came by Monday, April 16, on his 
way home from the office and said, "You have been fired." He told 
me I had been fired, and some other things that had happened that 
day. 

That afternoon-that was Monday-when I called Mr. Baker he 
told me that I had been dismissed, that I should not come in, th;t I 
would hear from the Department. Those, plus the press stories in 
the press, said Tom Hughes, the Executive Assistant to the' Secretary, 
had announced at a press conference that I had been dismissed .. 

Mrs. DwYER. You said yesterday that you lost about 25 pounds in 
those 3 days after you had been discharged. Could you tell us what 
caused this sudden physical loss? \Vhat happened during those 3 
days? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Mrs. Dwyer, I have lost 25 pounds from then to now. 
Mrs. DwYEn. ·what did Dr. Ralph say happened during the day 

when he called on you and said you had been fired? 
_ Mr. MORRIS. He was there only for a moment. He said, "You have 
been fired_ and I am going to Dallas to testify." And just quickly 
filled me m on what had happened. That was the discussion. 

Mrs. DwYER. How do you mean quickly filled you in? 
Mr. MoRRIS. He was on his way home. He stopped in on his way 

home and said, "You have been fired and I am being sent to Dallas 
to testify at the court of inquiry," just brought me up to date on what 
had happened that day in the Departrn.ent. 

Mrs. DWYER. \Vl1y did he say you had been fired? vVhat reason 
did he give you for having been fired? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. I think all he told me is that "You have been fired.". 
Mrs. DwYER. Did you suspect what the reason might have been~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. Mr. Baker earlier had told me that I was out, when I 

called Mr. Baker. So I already knew that I was out. 
Mrs. DwYER. I remember yesterday your saying something about 

Dr. Ralph being in a panic when he found that he had been fired and 
came back to report to the office after he had talked to Secretary Free­
man. And then you said, looking back over some of the circumstances 
that had happened, there was some indication, inferring that you 
should have seen this thing coming or some such remark. Could you 
enlarge on that? 

Mr. MORRIS. If I used the "ord "panic" that w·as injudicious. He 
was terribly shocked and upset. 

In looking back, as we can look back 'now on Mr. Estes, unfortu­
nately people look at me in light of what has happened recently to 
Mr. Estes, and I look at my relationship with Mr. Es-res in light of 
when he was a fine, highly respected man. 

·when Dr. Ralph came in and said he had been fired, then we 
thought back in our discussions of things that had gone on that should 
have indicated to us, had we not been overconfident, that--

Mrs. DWYER. ·what things? ·what should ha-ve made you be 
suspicious or indicated? 

Mr. MoRRIS. 1:.v ell, there ,rnre some internal relationship problems. 
Mrs. DWYER. Could you spell these out for the committee, please~ 
Mr. MORRIS. There was a lack of authority, he felt: on his part, 

over the Stabilization Agency. He felt the Administrator went di-­
rectly to the Under Secretary or the Secretary and did not come 
through him. He had apparently discussed--

Mrs. DWYER. Was this true, that this did happen? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, ma'am. He had apparently on occasions dis­

cussed it with the Under Secretary or the Secretary and thought that 
he had clarified it but, as we looked back in retrospect, after he had 
been fired, we could see that he had not apparently established ·his 
authority. 

Mrs. DWYER. "Why was he bypassed? 
Mr. MORRIS. I couldn't tell you, ma'am, except that was one of the· 

problems when I was assigned to work with him. One of my big jobs 
was to try to improve the operating relationships. 

Mrs. DwYER. "\Vasn't there some dissension between Dr. Ralph and 
Godfrey, for instance ? 

Mr. MORRIS. I wouldn't call it. personal dissension. Dr. Ralph :felt 
that he was not consulted or advised with to the degree that he should 
be as Assistant Secretary ; that most decisions were made between the 
Administrator and the Under Secretary or the Secretary and he 
learned of them after the fact, rather than having participated as 
Assistant Secretary in those discussions and decisions. 

Mrs. DwYER. Do you know how Assistant Secretary Ralph was ap­
pointed, the circumstances under which he was appointed? 

Mr. MORRIS. His appointment predates my association with the De­
partment, ma'am, and I don't know any of the details of the appoint­
ment except he was director of agriculture in California and came­
from that job as Assistant Secretary. 

Mrs. DWYER. Do you know who recommend him for the job? 
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Mr. MORRIS. I lmow Dr. Ralph said he was cochairman, I believe, 
of the Farmers For Kennedy-Johnson. That was his political back­
ground. 

Mrs. DwYER. And do you believe that was the reason he was 
. appointed~ 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't know. 
Mrs. DwYER. Because of his political work in the campaign~ 
Mr. MoRRIS. His appointment was too high level for me to know 

'the background of it. 
Mrs. DWYER. Did Godfrey go around Ralph on his own or with 

permission of the Under Secretary or Secretary and do this on his 
<OWn? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know, ma'am. Dr. Ralph's feeling was that 
·the communication was direct in most instances, rather than through 
.him. 

Mrs. DWYER. If you were his confidential assistant, wouldn't you 
know that? 

Mr. MORRIS. I wouldn't know all of the communications because I 
wasn't party to it, ma'am. 

:Mrs. DWYER. Let me get back to the credit card, Mr. Morris. Your 
reason for giving Estes' telephone credit card number to Ralph was 

'to avoid leaving a record of the call in the Department. Yet Dr. 
·Ralph testified before the subcommittee that he had a credit card of 
his own. Why didn't he use the credit card of his own? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I would assume because the credit card he had was 
: an official Department credit card. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. I believe he testified--
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know that he had a personal credit card. 
Mr. FouNTAINo I believe he said it was an official Department credit 

card. 
Mr. MORRIS. I know he had an official Department credit card, and 

that would not be an official call. Regardless of the circumstances, 
had he in distress of the moment started to use it I would have advised 

-him not to use an official credit card for that call. 
Mr. DWYER. In other words, it was not a private credit card; it was 

· an official Department of Agriculture card? 
Mr. MoRRIS. To my knowledge I don't know that he had a private 

credit card. 
Mrs. DwYER. You indicated that you were very embarrassed when 

-Mr. Estes tried to purchase the suit at Neiman-Marcus for Assistant 
Secretary Ralph. On the other hand, you seem to consider it perfectly 
proper for you to accept transportation money from Estes. In each 
case the value was approximately $200. Since you both were Govern-

• ment officials and the gifts were proposed by a man with extensive 
interests in the Department which employed you, how could one 
situation be right and the other wrong? 

Mr. MORRIS. The oi1e would have been a gift that I would have 
accepted from Mr. Estes ; the other was reimbursing me for the 
expenses of a trip which had no useful purpose to me, had no value to 

• me. I went down there at Mr. Estes' request, and at Mr. Andersen's 
·request. This was not beneficial to me. And just reimbursing me for 
:the e~penses of the trip was not in any way a gratuity in my judgment. 

• 
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I felt I was entitled to reimbursement for a trip which did not serve 
any of my purposes. 

Mrs. DwYER. "\Vhat about the $200 gift that he gave you and that 
was turned over to the National Democratic Committee? Should not 
that have been returned to him on the same basis of your argument? 

Mr. MoRRIS. I can't say, Mrs. Dwyer, whether it should or should 
not have been returned. I can only say that I discussed it with my 
superior, Dr. Ralph, and it was the decision that we would send them 
over to the national committee and give him the tickets and treat them 
as purchases of tickets. 

The principal point being that we would not accept or receive any­
thing ourselves. 

Mrs. DWYER. Did you carry the checks over to the committee or did 
you mail them over? The money orders, I am talking about. 

Mr. MoRRIS. I either sent them over or took them over. I don't 
recall which I did. They went with a group of others. They weren't 
handled separately. 

Mrs. DWYER. To get back to the famous Neiman-Marcus Depart­
ment Store, I recall that Dr. Ralph testified that he tried on the suits 
and the alligator shoes but he had no intention of accepting them, 
but he didn't want to offend Mr. Estes because he was so influential and 
he just didn't feel he could offend him. 

What would your explanation of that be? 
Mr. MORRIS. I can't explain for Dr. Ralph. I know I knew Mr. 

ES'tes well enough that when he asked me to go into Neiman-Marcus 
earlier in the day, my best memory is that I would not even go up to 
the suit department; that he had a man show me these alligator shoes 
and I, as I remember, said something like, "I wouldn't wear $135 
shoes if I found them. I don't wear that kind of clothes, and I am 
not interested." 

I can speak only for myself, that I would not even try on shoes or 
suits. I was not interested. I wouldn't let him or anyone else that I 
know buy me clothes or shoes or anything like that. 

Mrs. DWYER. I have never been able to understand why Dr. Ralph 
was afraid of offending Mr. Estes. It certainly couldn't have been 
because of you, could it? 

Mr. MORRIS. I can't speak for Dr. Ralph, ma'am. I don't know. 
Mrs. DWYER. You were his confidential assistant. It seemed to me 

that you could have advised him not to have even tried on the ·suits. 
Mr. MORRIS. My recollection is that I-I think as we were walking 

over, or someplace when we were going into Neiman-Marcus, I think­
I hope Dr. Ralph will recall-that I did say somethirrg to him that. 
"You have to watch Billie. He has a tendency to try to spend money 
on you." I know I had in previous discussions with Dr. Ralph, or 
subsequent at some point, I know I told Dr. Ralph that Billie Sol 
had a tendency to throw around too much money. 

Mr. DWYER. As his confidential assistant it just seems to me that 
you ought to have insisted that he not do this as Assistant Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

Mr. MORRIS. All I could see that he was doing was. trying -on suits. 
I hoped he wouldn't accept any,_ and he s_aid he did1:1't. ! think_ I 
would have been presumptuous, with an Assistant.Secretary" 1n pubhc, 
to have, any more than when I worked for a Co:n;gr-essman:, to have 
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embarrassed him by telling him what he should or should not do in 
front of a constituent or anybody else. 

My background is, I am subservient. When people ask me what 
I did for Congressman Andersen, I say, "I carried his briefcase." I 
say the same thing about Dr. Ralph when they say, "What did you 
do?" I wouldn't presume in front of anybody to tell my superior what 
he should or should not do. 

Mrs. DWYER. Y o:u 1said, to digress a bit, you said you sent yours 
and Ralph's money order to the national committee with a group of 
others. Did I hear you say that? 

Mr. MoRRis. I think there were several others. 
Mrs. DWYER. What other money orders? 
Mr. MORRIS. Dr. Ralph had reserved a table for 10, and my recol­

lection is that we collected those together, and that they all went 
together. 

Mrs. DwYER. vVhat were they ? Money orders or checks or cash 
or what? 

Mr. MoRRis. People's checks. 
Mrs. DWYER. Do you recall whose checks they were? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, ma'am. 
Mrs. DWYER. Other than yours? 
Mr. MORRIS. You could look in the program and find the seating 

arrangement at that table. I think they were the people at that 
table. 

Mrs. DWYER. Did you collect the checks or were they brought 
to you?· 

Mr. MORRIS. They were collected by other people-­
Mrs. DwYER. \Vhat other people? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't know who collected them around the De­

partment, ma'am. 
These were contributions that people made. 
Mrs. DWYER. Did you receive them? Did they bring them to you 

so that you could take them over to the Democratic National Com­
mittee?' 

Mr. MoRRIS. They came into the office by messenger, or som~body 
brought them in. 

Mrs. DWYER. Do you know that it is a criminal offense to receive 
contributions on Federal property? 

Mr. MoRRis. I wasn't receiving any contributions, myself. I was 
merely the messenger who-

Mrs. DWYER. Did you handle them? Did you physically take 
them? 

Mr. MoRRis. They were in envelopes. As I recall, they were in 
envelopes, and just put together and sent over. 

Mrs. DwYER. Did you know what they were? Did you know they 
were political checks for a campaign dinner? 

Mr. MoRRIS. vVhat was? The anniversary-­
Mrs. DWYER. For a political dinner. 
Mr. MORRIS. I knew they were for that dinner. 
Mrs. DwYER. You indicated yesterday, Mr. Morris, that neither 

you nor Mr. Ralph had much to do with cotton allotment problems. 
How do _you explain, then, why you were invited ·to participate in 
the meetmg that considered Mr. Estes' disputed cotton allotment 
transfers? Why should this particular meeting be an exception i 
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Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall, Mrs. Dwyer, ever participating in any 
meeting regarding Mr. Estes' cotton problem. 

Mrs. DwYER. Did you ever discuss Mr. Estes' cotton allotment 
problems with Emery Jacobs? 

Mr. MoRRIS, If I did, it was very casual: ""\Vhat is the situation? 
Has it been settled?" No detail, no discussion of any detail. 

Mrs. DwYER. You talk to anybody in the Department, or on Capi­
tol Hill or elsewhere? 

Mr. MORRIS. I talked to Senator Yarborough. I called somebody 
jn the Cotton Division to get a breakdown of the cotton acreage in­
volved for Senator Y arborough's office. Possibly on two or three 
occasions I inquired "Has this been settled yet? Has a settlement 
been worked out?" 'r never talked to anybody involved in the in­
vestigation; I don't recall ever any detailed discussions with any­
body in the Department about the allotment. 

I don't today know all of the _details about that type of tra~sfer; 
even with all I have read about 1t, I don't know all of the details of 
it. I don't understand all that I have read about it. 

Mrs. DWYER. How long did you work for Emery Jacobs? 
Mr. MoRRIS. From March 1-a,bout 3 months, I believe-March, 

April, May, I think I went to work for Dr. Ralph sometime in May 
or June. 

Mrs. DWYER. After you moved to Dr. Ralph's office did you main­
tain any kind of regular association with Mr. Jacobs? 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, ma'am. He is a close personal friend. 
Mrs. DWYER. "\Vhen did you first lea,rn that Mr. Jacobs knew Mr. 

Estes? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I think some ti1ne since the first of the year, one or 

the other mentioned that they lmew the other. I think that is the 
first knowledge I had. I can't relate it to any date, so I don't want to 
be too specific. But some time in recent months was the first knowl­
edge I had that Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Estes knew each other. And I 
don't recall who indicated it. 

Mrs. DWYER. ,Vere you ever present when the two were together? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I believe-I am not sure, Mrs. Dwyer, whether I ever 

saw them together. I arr_i not ~ertain. I~ I did, it would have bee~ 
a very brief encounter, either rn the comdor or someplace. I don t 
recall ever seeing the two. 

Mrs. DWYER. But not in connection with the quota allotment? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, ma'am, I don't recall any meeting together, to my 

knowledge, of Mr. Estes and Mr. Jacobs on cotton. I have no knowl-
edge of such meeting. . . . 

Mrs. DWYER. During your first_ meetmg with Mr. Estes m r_i;'e_xas 
you mentioned that the conversat10n was guarded and not poh_t1cal 
until Estes learned from Senator Yarborough that you were all right. 
-When did you learn that Mr. Estes made that call? . 

Mr. MoRRIS. Some months later, after we got to be good friends. 
He told me the story of it. •. . 

Mrs. DWYER. When did the conversation with Mr. Estes then be-
come more political~ . . . 

Mr. MoRRIS. In his subsequent visits to Washmgton, as we become 
better acquainted. 
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Mrs. DwYER. Did he discuss with you at any time any important 
political friends he had, other than those in the Department of Agri­
culture? 

Mr. MoRRis. I don't know what you mean by political friends. 
Mrs. DWYER. High public officials in vVashington that might be 

helpful to him? 
Mr. MORRIS. Not other than Members of Congress and people like 

that he knew. 
I don't recall any discussions of any governmental officials. 
Mrs. DWYER. I want to ask you a question about your job assign­

ment. I am still not clear on your job assignments in the Depart­
ment. Do I understand that you did not occupy a table of organiza­
tion po;:;ition ,,hen you say you were detailed to Dr. Ralph's office? 

Mr. l\foRRIS. No, ma'am. I was just on detail. 
Mrs. DWYER. You were still being carried in the position on the 

payroll of Mr. Jacobs' office. 
Mr. MoRRIS. ASCS. 
Mrs. DwYER. That is all for nm,. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. The committee will stand in recess long enough 

for us to answer a quorum call. I think we can probably finish 
,-rithout running late in to the afternoon. 

( A short recess ,rns taken.) 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Let the committee come to order. 
Let the record sho,v a quorum is present. 
Mrs. Dwyer, are you through? 
Mrs. DwYE'R. Yes, I am through, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Langen? 
Mr. LANGEN. Mr. Chairman, before I start, I am "~ondering if I 

can get some dates straightened out. Maybe counsel can help me. 
I am not sure that I have these dates correct. 

,;y as that the date that Dr. Ralph ,ms told that he was fired? 
This gets to be the day when you conferred after hjs talking with the 
Secretary, the telephone calls and all that. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. I think it was sometime in February that he was 
relieved as Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. LANGEN. Can we identify that date? Do you know, Mr. Mor­
ris? 

Mr. MORRIS. It was a Friday, mid-February. I think it was Feb­
ruary 16. I am not sure, Congressman. 

Mr. LANGEN. "\Vhat were the dates when you and Congressman 
Andersen made the trip to Texas? 

Mr. MORRIS. Sometime in the latter part of March, as I recall. 
I don't have the date, Congressman. I don't have any recollection 
of the date. 

Mr. LANGEN. It was a weekend, ,vasn't it? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Would it have been the 23d, 24th, and 25th? March 

24? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall which of those ,veekends it was. It was 

either that weekend or the previous weekend. 
Mr. LANGEN. "\Vhen was Mr. Estes arrested? 
Mr. MORRIS. The following Thursday, I remember. 
Mr. LANGEN. March 29. 

87842-62-.9 



126 INVESTIGATION OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Mr. MoRRIS. I am not sure of those dates, but I think it was about 
Thursday following our trip down there. 

Mr. LANGEN. I don't think anybody has been sure of it. That is 
why I have been trying to get it straightened out so that we got it in 
the record properly. 

One further date, and I noted you made reference to your wife going 
on the payroll or being compensated for the column she wrote. ·when 
did this start? 

Mr. MoRRIS. She agreed to accept compensation late in January, to 
begin January 1. 

Mr. LANGEN. I shall try to be very brief. 
I believe yesterday ,Yhen I concluded we were talking then about 

the letters that involved the moneys for the printing of a speech by 
Dr. Ralph? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LA.NGEN. And a comparable contribution to Congressman Ed­

mondson. ""\Vhere I ,ms getting to then was this: That this friend­
ship that developed between your family and Mr. Estes, and I gather 
his family, which had existed for a period of some 13 months while 
all of this went on, it occurs to me that there was a substantial amount 
of money involved in this friendship one way or another which in­
cludes, to begin "·ith, a hundred dollar hat; it includes these two con­
tributions that I just referred to, it includes two money orders of $100 
apiece; it includes plane fare of a couple of hundred dollars; it in­
cludes a hotel room or two, and to say nothing about the credit card 
and the dress and some other minor items, plus, then, compensation 
to your wife for writing a column of $592. 

This, now, I believe totals to a figure of $1,500 or more. And I 
gathered you said yesterday that you were trying to balance up the 
books here by making contributions or buying gifts for Mr. Estes so 
that this was going to level off. It just occnrs to me that this gets 
either kind of an expensive or a profitable friendship. It will be 
expensive if you were going to try to reimburse or somehow or other 
compensate Mr. Estes for the extent to which his gratuities have been 
evidenced here. Did this ever occur to you? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LAKGEN. It didn't occur to you--
Mr. MORRIS. No~ sir, because these ,rnre not gratuities to me that 

you have enumerated. 
Mr. LANGEN. They weren't? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. The hat wasn't? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. The money orders weren't? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I did not accept them. 
Mr. LANGEN. But they ·were sent to you? "\Vhat you did with 

them is something else. He mailed them to you. So up to that 
point it had to be a gratuity. The same is true with the plane fare, 
and I will get to that a little later. 

In vie-\•; of all of these transactions, and I believe you stated yes­
terday that along in January there were a number of inquiries from 
Members of Congress and discussions with Department officials re­
garding the cotton allotments and so on, and there was some ques-
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tion involved here which "·e since know developed into the report that 
"·as prepared by Mr. Miller and the discrepancies that go with that. 

Now, when these people made these inqujrjes of you, did you men­
tion to them, to the Members of Congress, as an examp1le, these ex­
periences that you had with Mr. Estes? 

Mr. :M:oRRis. Did I mention to Members of Congress? 
Mr. L.AKGEN. To Members of Congress? 
Mr. MORRIS. M:y personal relationships? 
Mr. LANGEN. Or to others in the Department? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall ever talking to a Congressman about Mr. 

Estes personally. I do believe that I have kept my superiors in­
fonned as completely as possible of any and such all significant rela­
tionships with Mr. Estes or any other advisory committee member. 

Mr. LANGEN. The reason I ask this question is this, because I think 
the Mem.bers of Congress that made inquiry, or were concerned with 
the cotton allotments and so on, I think they would have been inter­
ested in knowing this. I think to them they would have been con­
cerned about it, and I am ,Yondering whether this information was 
conveyed to them. 

Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall any discussion with any Member of Con­
gress of Mr. Estes' personal affairs. 

Mr. LANGEN. So that you didn't, then, upon their making inquiry, 
eYer say to them that, ",Ye have had this experience with hats, with 
suits, ,Yith shoes, ,Yith money orders, with all of these of Mr. Estes, and 
I think I ,rnuld be a, little careful in whateYer considerntion is given 
here." 

This wasn't to your knmYledge conveyed to them by you in any way? 
~fr. MoRms. No, sir; and I wouldn't presume to tell a Texas Con-

gressman anything of that nature about one of his constituents. 
Mr. L.\NGEN. "\iVhy not? 
~fr. MORRIS. They know their constituents of their mn1 knmYledge. 
~fr. LANGEK. ,Veren't they, ho"·ever, seeking information from the 

Dcpartrn.ent of Agriculture concerning his activities, whateYer they 
,n:·re, in the field of cotton allotment, grain storage, or whatever the 
ca::-:e may be? ;\ncl "·ouldn't it be the desire of the Department of 
~\g:ricnlture that they ought to be acquainted with what kind of a 
problem they ,Yere dealing with? 

Mr. :::\IoRms. Congressman, you use a collective term. If you ,vould 
ask me speci~cally about a Member of Congress, maybe I could be 
1no1·e responsive. 

Mr. LANGEN. I don't "·ant to pick on one of them. So "~e ,,·ill take 
a Member of Congrnss, Congressman Rutherford, and I just pick 
this as one of them. 

:J\Ir. Monms. I don't recall any direct or specific discussion with 
Congressman Rutherford n bout. Mr. Estes' cotton or any otJ1er prob­
lem. I don't recall Congressman Rutherford ever asking me to Jook 
into it, report to him, advise him on it, or discussing it "·ith me in any 
specific "·ay. 

)fr. LANGEK. It seems to me that in your statement yesterday, 
passibly to Senator Yarborough, there was a referen~e to_ inquiries 
that they had rnade re]atiYe to the cotton allotments situation as far 
as }\fr. Estes was concerned? 
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Mr. MORRIS. Senator Yarborough discussed it with me. He dis­
,cussed wha.t he knew of it, asked me what I knew of it. Between us 
I now know we knew very little about it. At the time he discussed 
it with me it 'iYas my understanding that he ·was a close personal friend 
of Mr. Estes, and I didn't know of anything I could contribute to Sen­
ator Yarborough regarding Mr. Estes. 

Mr. LANGEN. Didn't you think it ,vouW have been of concern to 
him to have known about these experiences that you had with him? 

Mr. MORRIS. Did it occur to me i 
Mr. LANGEN. Yes. 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Wb.y not i 
Mr. MORRIS. I can't tell you vrhy something didn't occur to me, Con­

gressman. This was last Septern.ber. I believe it was in September 
that I talked to Senator Yarborough, and it is the only time that I 
recall ever talking to him. 

Mr. LAKGEN. And so they seemed that unimportant to you, is that 
the answer? I don't want to put words in your mouth. There has 
got to be some answer for why this wasn't brought up and discussed 
with those who were curious about it. 

Mr. MoRRIS. I '1onld have considered it an impropriety for me to 
have said anything of that nature to Senafor Yarborough about Mr. 
Estes. 

Mr. LANGEN. Why is this? 
Mr. 1'foRRIS. Because it was something that was of no concern to 

me and I would not have expressed any concern about it to Senator 
Yarborough. 

(See comment by Senator Ralph ~T. Yarborough, p. 146.) 
Mr. LANGEN. Let me then ask you this: Then comes the time of 

Mr. Estes' arrest. How did you find out about his arrest? 
Mr. MoRRrs. I heard it on the ca,r radio. 
Mr. LANGEN. What happened follo~ing that? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall what happened. Nothing that I know 

of. 
Mr. LANGEN. I mean with regard to yourself and your experience 

with the Department. You said something; about this yesterday in 
that after his arrest someibody from the Department called at your 
place, telling you to be available, or so on. I am asking about the 
sequence. of events following. 

Mr. MORRIS. This was the weekend of April 14· and 15. 
l\fr. LANGEK. This was the weekend of Ami] 14-and 15? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. • ... 
Mr. LANGEN. Between the time. of his arrest and April 14 and 15, 

did you at that tiine, or in this period of time, have any further con­
tacts with Mr. Estes or any of his associates? I am talking about his 
attorneys or whoever they may be. 

Mr. MORRIS. I have had no contact with any of them since Congress-
man Andersen and I were down there for the ,yeekend. -

Mr. LANGEN. How about people in the Department of Agriculture 
during this time~ 

Mr. MoRRIS. I worked there. 
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Mr. LANGEN. You worked. there. vV ere there any discussions then 
with any of the members of the Department regarding Mr. Estes and 
the history--

Mr. MORRIS. Just the fact that he was arrested was all that I recall 
of our discussion. 

Mr. LANGEN. ·when, then, did you become so concerned about the 
whole matter that you decided not to report to the Department even 
when asked to do so? 

Mr. MoRRIS. It "·as cumulative, Congressman. First, a very dear 
friend had been arrested. Secondly, another very close friend hnd 
been asked to resign, Mr.Jacobs. 

Third, Dr. Ralph and I had been invited to appear at the DalJas 
hearing, court of inquiry I think they called it. 

Fourth, Congressman Andersen had asked me not to voluntarily 
bring up the :fact that we had been down there. 

Fifth, in that interval Congressman 'Whitten had mentioned that 
Congressman Mahon "·as concerned that his name be brought into 
it because, as I gather, he had no relationships with Mr. Estes, had 
never interceded with him, but just knew him. 

My best recollection is that Mr. ·Whitten said he had introduced 
him to him, and/or had invited him to dinner with him. Mr. Whit­
ten said I trust you won't voluntarily say anything-this isn't a 
quote-say anything about Congressman Mahon inviting me to dinner 
"·ith him. or something, and I said, "Certainly I ,rnn't." 

Then I learned I had been fired. And then finally, on advice o:f 
my counsel-- ,~ 

Mr. LANGEN. ,,r ere there any others that during this period of time 
asked you not to voluntarily make reference to thefr association with 
Estes or your own association with Estes, or whatever knowledge you 
had of these kinds of associations? 

Mr. MoRRIS. During the period between Mr. Estes' arrest and this 
Yrnekend we are talking about--

Mr. LANGEN. From the time of Mr. Estes' arrest up to the present 
time. Include the ,Yhole area. 

Mr. MoRRIS. I was starting to answer your question, Congressman. 
Mr. LANGEN. Fine. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I think it was the day that I saw Mr. \Vhitten. I w·as 

on the Hill on some mission, and while here I went by Senator Yar­
borough's office. This was a shocking thing, Mr. Estes' arrest, and 
I went by Senator Yarborough's office and saw Alex Dickie, his ad­
ministrative assistant, and asked him what he knew about it. From 
our discussion I got the impression-he suggested first I not make 
any statements to the press, let all statements go out through the 
Department of Agriculture, because I think at that time I had had 
one call from a reporter in Texas, who had asked me about visiting 
Mr. Estes. He suggested that all such statements of the press should 
come out through the Department. 

Again I don't recall the discussion any more than I can recall 
everything that was said here yesterday. But I gather from his 
discussion that they would appreciate it if I did not say anything 
about their discussions of Mr. Estes' problems. 

Mr. LANGEN. Is this all? 
Mr. MoRRIS. These are all that I recall, Congressman. 
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S Mr. LANGEN. 1Yas there anyone in the Department, including the 
ecretary or the Under Secretar:y or G?dfrey or any of the people 

that w·ould have had a concern ,nth gram storage, "·ith cotton allot­
ments, ?r any of the d~alings that Mr. Estes had ,Yith the Depart­
ment, ~1d they, after Ins arrest? make any inquiry of you as to what 
~?u might have known about Ins activit1, kn<?wing that you had pre­
' wusly conveyed to them some concern m tlus matter knowino- too 
that you were rather friendly _with the Estes family? 'It would'seen~ 
that ~ou would h~ve bee~ a logical source of inquiry. 

Mi· MORRIS. No one m the Department asked me a. thi1w that I 
ca~ recal~, other than some casual conversation, no one ask~d me a 
thmg until th_e Thursday afternoon-I thjnk that ,rnulcl be April 13 
~as the first time anyone had asked me any questions about Mr. Estes 
m the Departm~nt, to my recollection. That was the first time I was 
askeid a,1iy questions. 

Mr. LAKGEN. ~':hat did they ask you then? 
Mr. MORRIS. Tlus was a representative of the Department personnel 

office ':ho came by and asked me some questions fl bout the hat. I 
gave 111111 the story of the hat. And about my trip dmn1 jn September 
when I went ont to the Fabens Cotton Festival. 

Mr. LANGEN. And is that all? 
Mr. MORRIS. That was all; yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Does that then consbtute J-he only jnquiry that the 

Department lrns made of you since then? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LAKGEN. What are the rest of them? 
Mr. MORRIS. The ~oJJowing week-I will lrnrn to consult my counsel 

fbecaus~ my recollect.1011 of dates and times is not adequate-,,·as it the 
ollowmg week? 

M1:. STRICKLER. The following week, a~out T~rnrsday. 
Mr. MORRIS. About Thursday of the follmnng: ,wek "·e snhmiU-ed 

a statemen_t to the D_eparhnent. I went- in to the Department and 
was extensively questioned by t"·o, as I believe, i11Yestig:ators for the 
Department J:?ersonn~l, and I answered fully and completely under 
oath all of their questions. • 

Mr. LAXGEN. You say you submitted a. statement? 
Mr. MORRIS. We submitted a statement 
We sub1!J.itted, as I recall, a statement.on the charges t-Jrnt had been 

made agamst r.ne, and then I, as I recall it was an hour or more 
apswered que~twns by the Department investig·a.tors "·it-11 no reserva~ 
ttons,. no evasions. I completely, fully, truthfolly ans,rnred all their 
question under oath. 
D :i\fr •. LANG:F~K. This state;ment then i~ a matter or record as far as the 

ep~rtment 1s concerne~ 1!1 their findmgs on their investigation? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I assume 1t 1s. 
Mr. LAKGEN. You also mentioned yesterday t-lrnt this became a 

matter of grave concern to you along about this time, anrl this is ,Yhen 
you felt you needed counsel and needed some advice as to your course 
o(procedure and so on. 

What was this ?ig disturbing factor, remembering- that constantly 
here you have sa1d that tl~ere wasn't anythinQ." ,uong with any 

0
:f 

thhese, s~ I got a hat,_so I trrnd to repay that ,Yith gifts and all of the 
ot er thmgs were all m order, so why all the concern? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. My concern, Congressman, as I reconstruct it, was not 
so much for myself as for other innocent people like myself who, by 
association-by that time it was apparent in the press that anyone 
who had been a friend or an acquaintance or an associate of Mr. Es~es 
in any "·ay would be damaged. My larger concern was for the m­
nocent people I knew who had met him or known him. And the 
problem of what do you do in a situa~ion like that, do you-:I felt 
no guilt myself, but I had reached a pomt, how far do yo:u go m not 
saying anything about-as I have been asked many question~ l~ere­
about many people, what do you do? It was _that problem w1thm me 
that was a serious problem and reached the pomt where I felt I needed 
counsel as to what my proper course should be, because I couldn't 
decide it for myself. 

Mr. LANGEN. The fact is rather this, is it not, that what occurred to 
you then is that all of these experien?es that you had had, together 
with others that you lme,, about relatmg to the :pepartment, took 011 

an entirely different significance because you realized that al1 of them 
Yrnre going to come out in the open? 

Mr. Monrus. Is that a question? 
Mr. LANGEN. Yes, it is. . 
Mr. MORRIS. I can't embrace that and sa,y that was "·hat was rn my 

mind. I was in a state of confusion by that time, Congressman, as to 
,vhat. to do or what my responsibilities were. 

Mr. LANGEN. Of course you had been given a responsibility by the 
Department in that they have instructed you to report and so on, had 
they not, that you failed to do? 

Mr. MORRIS. I had received a letter instructing me to report Monday 
morning, at 9 o'clock. 

Mr. LANGEN. And this was a part of your responsibility to the De­
partment, was it not? 

Mr. MORRIS. I felt I needed counsel, and I sought counsel at that 
hour, Monday morning. 

Mr. LANGEN. In that regard-and th~s is what seems so odd tom~­
is J-he fact that you have repeatedly said that you had made mention 
of the hat and yon had made mention of the money orders and all 
of this to the Department, and you had warned Mr. Estes, and you 
had had these opinions about his being this great benevolent person, 
and then all at once when he was arrested, and arrested because there 
were some fertilizer or ammonia storage tanks that were found not 
to exist, why then all the grave concern on your part relative to these 
transactions? They weren't rel~ted to the storage tanks, ':ere they? 

Mr. MORRIS. I had no concern m the storage tank transaction. That 
was my first knowledge of it when I read in the papers of his arrest. 

Mr. LANGEN. You may wonder why we explore these things so 
thorouo-hly and I get kind of tired of listening to it myself. We 
find as\ve go along that there a~e new items_that come into th~ scene 
arid -we want the recor<l to be right. A typical example of tlns was 
this mornino· when but for the questioning of the chairman, the im­
pression wo~ld hav'e been left that your wife didn\ receive any com­
pensation for writing- a column. But it then was exposed that she 
· did at one period, $592. 

This is right, is it not? 
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Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir, and that is in my statements to the Depart­
ment, which I assume the committee has. 

Mr. LANGEN. But you repeatedly stated here., on many times, that 
she received no compensation? 

Mr. MoRRIS. If I said that, Congressman, that was in error. As I 
recall, the question was related to the telephone credit card number, 
and at the time she was given the telephone credit card number she 
was not accepting or receiving compensation, and had not agreed to 
accept or receive compensation. 

Mr. LANGEN. "\Vhen did you get the credit card? 
Mr. MoRRis. Sometime in early or mid-January. 
Mr. LANGEN. Then of course you just said a moment or two ago 

that she also went on the payroll in January, mid-January, or there­
abouts. Did both take place at the same time? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. How was she notified that she would be put on the 

payroll? 
Mr. MoRRis. The latter part of January Mr. Estes and a group of 

Texas people were up here for a dinner. And at that time all of the 
people 'told my wife how much they enjoyed the column. Then Mr. 
Estes said, "I cannot continue to let you write the column for the paper 
without compensation. You must accept proper compensation." 

And she was by that time convinced and satisfied that it was a 
meritorious effort, that it was worthy of compensation, and with his 
admonition that he could not let her continue to do the work without 
compensation she agreed to accept fair, reasonable compensation and 
asked that he leave it up to his editor and publisher to determjne the 
:fair, reasonable compensation that such a colunrn deserved. 

Mr. LANGEN. Nothing wrong with that. 
vVe have a quorum call, Mr. Chairman. I don't have more thani 

I am sure, 10 or 15 minutes. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. If it is satisfactory to the witness, counsel and mem­

bers of the committee, I would like to go, and come right back and 
get it over with. 

. The committee will take a temporary recess for the purpose of 
answering a quorum. 

( A short recess was taken.) 
::\'fr. FouNTAIN. Let the committee come to order. 
Let the record show that a quorum is present. 
Mr. Langen? 
Mr. LANGEN. I think we left off with your wife gomg on the 

payroll? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
:Mr. LA.NGEN. This I gather was determined on the basis of the work 

she ,..,as doing, submitting a column every ,Yeek, was it? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. And the pay was commensurate with the submission 

of that column? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 

• Mr. LANGEN. Along with that comes also the question of the credit 
card calls. The calls that had been made prior to your getting the 
credit card, how did she or you make them? 

I 
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Mr. MORRIS. I think I had one or two calls on my own telephone; 
I think Mrs. Morris had a telegram and call or something that she 
had made that she had paid for. I think that was what it constituted. 
It was just a few calls, but it ·was to him, he didn't want us being 
out of pocket for calls that were not for our benefit. , 

Mr. LANGEN. She was working in a congressional office, too, was 
she not? 

Mr. MonRis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. So that it wasn't convenient for her to make a 

call--
Mr. MoRRIS. Oh, no, she wouldn't make a call like that on the Con­

gressman's telephone. 
Mr. LANGEN (continuing). Without some other arrangement so 

that it wou] d have been hers or vours or some other manner? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. .., 
Mr. LANGEN. Then when you had the advantage of the credit card, 

and I believe it vrns referred to before, did you find occasion to use 
it for this purpose? 

Mr. Monms. I think ·we may have used it three or four times, to 
my knowledge. 

Congressman, by way of explanation on calls, Mr. Estes, if he 
called, wouldn't always leave the call in. .A .. nd my secretary or Alice, 
my "·ife, would tell me, "Billie Sol Estes called." And when you 
would call back there wouldn't be any call left in with an operator, 
and I don't like to call people collect, friend or otherwise. When 
you call back, Mr. Estes on his end would tell the operator, "Put this 
call on my bill." 

Mr. LANGEN. Of course, I would have to say in response to that, 
that that isn't in my opinion a suitable arrangement for someone 
giving a credit card on that basis, because if somebody calls me or 
anybody else, and they don't leave a manner in which you can com­
plete that call when you come to the phone, then I would have to 
say they will have to get along until they ca!] again, and that is that. 

If not, if they are going to call back, you are not ca Hing collect 
when you call back in a case like that; you are responding to their 
call. Either it wasn't important enough in the first place for the 
caller to make arrangements for you to call back, or else I ,Youldn't 
see any need to call back. So I don't see any relationship of that to 
a man giving a credit card. This just doesn't add up at all. 

On many occasions when Mr. Estes came to town, made arrange­
ments for him, such as picking him up at the airport and whatever 
other services he needed when he was around town, when he was 
here for the inaugural anniversary banquet, I understand he also 
attended a reception given by the Vice President. Did you have 
any connection with this at all? 

Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did you know he was there? 
Mr. MORRIS. He said he was there, and people in his party said 

they were there, and the Pecos newspaper had a story on it. 
Mr. LANGEN. Did this include all of the members of his party? 

I gather he had quite a party here for that i 

8784.2-62-10 
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Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. I understand they ~ere all guests. I don't 
lmow any details of it, Co?gressman. Tha~ 1s all I know, ,ms that 
they ,-vere at the Vice President's hom_e I ~hmk on Sunday aft~rnoon. 

Mr. LANGEN. It would seem like this might have been a logical re­
quest of his in line with the others he had made, that you had pro­
vided some assistance in whatever arrangements ,vere necessary •. 

Mr. M01rnis. I had nothing to do with any arrangements on their 
social Yisits while they were here, Congressman. 

Mr. LANGEN. One other real quick area that I don't believe was 
explored before. You mentioned a time or two some money that 
came to the office from the potato comn1ittee to buy a gift for Dr. 
Ralph? 

Mr. Mmrnis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LA::\'GEN. Was this a large amount of moner? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't know how much money it was, Congressman. 

I was never told. . . 
:M:r. LAKGEN. I understand that you made arrangements for 1t bemg 

returned? 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. "\Vho made those arrangements? 
Mr. MORRIS. Dr. Ralph. . . 
Mr. LANGEN. How then were you acquamted with the fact?. . 
Mr. ::VIoRRIS. I wrote the memorandum to the Secretary m which 

I j11corporated, on Dr. Ralph's instruction?, re~e:ence to the moi:iey 
the potato committee had left, _and the dispos1_t10n that w~s bemg 
made of it~ namely, that he had mstructed the girl to return 1t to the 
potato co1mnittee on their next meeting. 

• Mr. LANGEN. In the discussion of returning this money, as com­
pared to the money orders which I believe we1~e ?oth covered in t~e 
same memorandum that can't be found, wouldn t 1t have seemed logi­
cal that both of those sources had been treated in the same manner and 
both of thrm sent back? 

Mr. M:0RR1s. I believe they ,vere, Congressman, because ,,e returned 
to Mr. Estes three $100 dinner tickets. 

Mr. L.\NGEN. Though you didn:t return them to Mr. Estes? 
Mr. MORRIS. I did, personally. 
Mr. LAKGEK. You cashed them and spent them and bought dinner 

tickets with them. And you gaYe the dinner tickets to somebody. 
You didn't return the money orders. 

If you had handled them in the same way you could also have 
bought tickets with the money, I gat~e~, that you got !r?m t~e pot3:to 
committee, if that had been your dec1s10n. I reah~e 1t 1s a httle ~1f­
ferent matter because this money came from a committee or somethmg. 
But by the san-ie token, you certain~y_ could have ~ought tickets ~ith 
that, too, if you had made that decis10n. It was rn your possess10n. 

Mr. :MoRRIS. It was not in my possessi.or1. I never saw the money 
from the potato committee~ Congressman. 

Mr. L.\NGEN. They ,rn:en't treate~ alike, were they? 
Mr. MoRRIR. Not. precisely; no, sir. The end result was the same. 
Mr. LANGEN. No, the end result was not the same, because the end 

result in the case of the money orders is that they were converted i11;to 
$100 dinner tickets. In the other case the money was returned to its 

sonrcr. This is not the same end result, is it? 
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Mr. MoRRIS. From my standpoint the end result was the same. I 
did not recei-rn or accept anything from anybody. 

}Ir. LANGEK. Just a minute. You didn't answ·er my question. Is 
that the same end result by your interpretation? 

Mr. MORRIS. My objective was accomplished of not receiving any-
thing. 

Mr. LANGEK. Answer my question. Is that the same end result? 
Mr. MORRIS. I considered it the same end result. 
Mr. LANGEN. "\Vhat happened to that money? You consider it the 

same? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Bear in mind, Congressman, I discussed with my of­

ficial superior, who was Dr. Ralph, and the decision w·as made that 
this ·was the disposition to be made of it. 

Mr. LANGEN. "\iVe are talking about the end result and I am going 
to insist on getting it clarified. Just why do you insist that it has 
the same end result? 

Mr. MoRRIS. Because we did not receive or accept or keep anything, 
and we returned to the people who gave, or left, or sent, we returned 
in one case ; the secretary to w horn. the money was given) was instructed 
by Dr. Ralph to return it, and in the other case it was Dr. Ralph's 
judgm.ent, and decision, the h'm. of ns, that the equivalent value, the 
dinner tickets, ,Yonld be returned to Mr. Estes, who always bought 
a lot of dinner tickets. 

Mr. L.\KGEK. Then I don't knmY why, if it. is the same end result, 
then by your interpretation any money that would come· into the De­
partn~ent in this manner, whatever its purpose, if yon took it down and 
gave it to the Democratic Party or bought tickets, this ,rnuld in all 
instances be the same kind of a transaction as sending them back the 
n~one:y. I Yrnu1d have to disagree with this completely. There is a 
big difference. 

If you ,,ere to follmY that interpretation, I suppose yon could haYe 
taken the money, you could have bought a hat, or you could have 
bought anything and returned tha.t and it ,,oulcl be the same result, 
hnt it isn't. , 

In connection with the trip that yon made with Mr. Andersen, to 
Pecos, Tex., and I don:t know that I recall the sequence of events 
as th~y s_tarted, but you had been im-ited by Mr. Estes to go along 
on tlustnp. 

Mr. MoRRIS. And Mr. Andersen had asked me to go along. 
Mr. LANGEK. And Mr. Andersen had also asked you'? 
::\Ir. MORRIS. Yes. 
Mr. LAKGEN. How were the arrangements made with Mr. Estes 

for the visit on this particular time? 
Mr. MoRRis. As I recall the sequence, I think Mr. Andersen talked 

t.o Mr. Estes. I knm, I talked to him. He called me or I called 
him. And in the course of these discussions he had said that he was 
not coming up any time soon, he would be delayed coming up this 
way, but he wanted us to come down there if we would. 

Mr. Andersen wanted to go down and I was willing to go down. 
My purpose '\\"as to help Congressman Andersen. 

Mr. LANGEN. So that your purpose in this instance was to help Mr. 
Andersen sell some stock in the coal mine~ 

Mr. MoRRis. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. LANGEN. However, after the meeting with Mr. Estes-and I 
understand the transaction of the sale of stocks for which Mr. An­
dersen got the money, so that your mission was accomplished; Mr. 
Andersen went home but you didn't? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir, I stayed over Sunday with the family, visiting. 
Mr. LANGEN. And then you returned on Monday? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. And upon returning, Mr. Estes then indicated that 

he wanted to pay your transportation costs to and from? 
Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. How did you rationalize that he should pay for this 

trjp? 
Mr. MORRIS. Because he was a 1Yealthy man, and Congressman An­

dersen was a poor man. 
Mr. LANGEN. You thought he was a wealthy man. As a matter 

0£ fact, he had less money than either you or Mr. Andersen, in rea~ity. 
The reason I ask that is 1because there are so many of these tl11ngs 
that just don't make commonsense. "'\i\Thy should any man, rich or 
poor; spend $200 to pay for this plane trip in order to buy some 
stock that there was a question of whether he wanted it in the first 
pl ace? How do you explain that to yourself? . 

Mr. MoRRIS. Congressman, I had been asked several tunes to come 
do,Yn and spend the weekend. I never did. I think I put in the 
record here today a letter where Mr. Estes asked my wife and I to come 
dmYn and spend a weekend and talk about the newspaper. Mr. Estes 
and I talked a great deal about the n~wspaper while I w~s there. 
But the trip was of no value to me. It didn't serve any of my mterests 
or purposes. And I feel very properly one or the other should have 
reimbursed me for the trip. 

Mr. LANGEN. Wasn't it of some value to you if you discussed the 
matter of the newspaper articles which your wife ,Yas ,niting? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not to me, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. To your family? . . 
Mr. MoRRIS. The discussion was of the operation of the newspaper 

as a whole. I don't recall any specjfic discussion of Mrs. Morris' 
contribution to the newspaper. . . . . 

Mr. LANGEN. At this point, too, and remembenng that this 1s ngl~t 
close to the time that Mr. Estes' "house of cards" kmd of tumbled, it 
would be logical to a_nticipate that _tl_1~re -was som~ discussion about 
what his future relations or probabilities were as far as the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and grain storage and cotton allotments and the 
whole scene, would it not? 

Mr. MORRIS. Not to me, sir. 
Mr.LANGEN. Nottoyou? 
Mr. MORRIS. I don't recall any discussion of any problems or any­

thinO" other than the newspapers and the funeral parlor. Most of 
our discussion when I was down that weekend with Mr. Estes was the 
family, that the family was to~ether. I do!1't b~lieve I spent any time 
privately with Mr. Estes. This was a family visit. 

Mr. LANGEN. Of course this is family business, and all of us have 
a good many family associations and ~e visit ~nd S? on. ~ut you 
don't very often find these kinds of family relat10nsl11ps that mvolve 
the a.mounts of money that are involved here, including plane fare. 
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If I am going to visit somebody, regardless of where he is-I haven't 
h~~ any experjence of anybody paying my plane fare to come and 
v1s1t them. 

This family thing wants to get in here, and this I ha~e o-ot to raise 
~ome question a_bout, because there is obviously somethintmore than 
Just a mere social arrangement between families. There has o·ot to 
be with this exchange of moneys back and forth. Isn't that Ih·ht? 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. LANGEN. Do you have any other families that you Yisjt with 

under these circumstances? 
Mr. ~IoRRis. I don't know how you can relate these conditions and 

these c1rcumstances, Congressman. I went down with Cono-ressman 
Ande1~sen at his request and at Mr. Es~es' request. The p~rpose of 
the tnp was Mr. Andersen "·anted to mterest Mr. Estes in further 
investment in the coal mine. The trip had no purpose in my behalf. 
I had no reason to go do"·n, other than to go with Mr. Andersen in 
connection with discussing t!rn coal mine: I felt properly, and I feel 
n~w properly, that I should have been reimbursed the expenses of the 
tnp. 

I ~elieve, un]ess my recollection fails me, that Mr. Andersen offered 
to_ reimburse me, and Mr. Estes offered to reimburse me. I accepted 
reimbursement from J\fr. Estes because, as I thought then, he was a, 
tremendous]y wealthy man, and I knew Mr. Ander'sen was in a real 
tight financial situation. • 

Mr. Andersen reimbursed me for his ticket. 
¥r. LANGEN .. If this "·ere the case why ,Yas it necessary, and I 

believe you testified yesterday to that effect, to d1scuss the trip with 
Dr. Ralph before you went? 

M\. Mo~Ris. Becau~e I discussed with Dr. Ralph eYery sjg:nificant 
relat10nslup_ I had _with a~1y member of any advisory committee or 
anybody domg busmess with the Department. 

Mr. LANGEN. But of course this accordi1w to your mYn state­
ment, had nothing to do with the Dep;rtment wl~atsoever. 

Mr. MoRrus. But this was an official of the Department. 
Mr. LANGE~. It_ was made, I understand, on a Saturday and a Sun­

day when ordrnanly you ,Yerenit working; ordinarily this shouldn't 
have bee1~ any ~on~ern of the Department, regardless of who it was. 
So why chscuss 1t with Dr. Ralph? 

::\fr. :;\1onms. Because mv sense of prorwiety ConoTessman is that i11 
• • 1 •1 .J ' b ) • l any si_tuati~n ... 1 rn _that1 as a_ Go,·ernnrnnt employee, you acquarnt your 

super1_or, discuss 1t with him. I told_ Dr .. Ralph that Congressman 
Andersen had asked ~1rn to_ go dm:n with hm1, that Mr. Estes ,rnnted 
me to c?me do':'n with him. Did he see anything wrong with it? 
1Yhat did he tlunk? He said, "I see no objection if yo;· do not go 
n.t Government expense and go on your own time." In o'.her words 
<Y,·er· the ,Yeekend. ' 

Mr: L:~NGEN. Of course there is rather a peculjar sense of propriety 
here 1f 1~ b_ecomes so pronounced in this instancce where here there 
was a m1ss10n that suppo~edly had no relation as compared to the 
others when _you were officially there on the part of the Department 
and they paid your hotel_ rooms and bought hats and so on. • 

If your sense of propriety was so great in this instance then I am 
sure you ought to have raised it in the other instances in even a stronger 
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voice than you did this time. Did you also report to Dr. Ralph ·wheu 
you came back a bout the experience~ 

Mr. MoRRIS. Yes, sir. As I recall, I-- . 
J\fr. LANGE.J..~. ,Yhy ,Yas it necessary to report to lum? It 'iYas none 

of his business. 
Mr. MoRRIS. ·what did your question relate to~ . 
Mr. LAXGEN. It relates to the trip to Estes' home ,nth Congressman 

Andersen. 
Mr. MORRIS. ~ o, I don:t think I discussed any of the details of tlu~t 

trip because they would not, the details, ,v,oul~ not be pr. Ralpll's 
concern. They were Congressm.an Andersen s private affairs. 

Mr. LANGEN. Yon just said you repor~ed when yon came back. 
Mr. MoRRIS. I thought you "-ere referrmg--
M r. LANGEX. Do yon ·want to retract that? 
Mr. MORRIS. Your earlier ques6on related to hat, hotels: Y 0~1 asked 

a series of questions and I satd "Yes·: bec~ms~ I had, I be heved rn go<?d 
conscience, reported everythmg to 111y superiors ?f any cons~quence m 
any relationship ·wit3:1 J\fr. ~stes or _any other adv1sory committee mem­
ber or anyone else domg business ,nth the Department. 

It is a cardinal rule with rn.e that when I ,York for any man,_any­
thing that. should properly, or remotely, eYen, be reported to 1nm, I 
do. And I have follo-,rnd that scrupulously. T_h~t is why: before I 
went on a trip with a. Member of ~ongTess to _visit an officrnl o~ the 
Department, a member of the _Adv1sory _9~mnnttee, I ,Yo~1ld go m to 
Dr. Ralph and tell him about it and see 1f it ,ms proper, if there ':as 
anvthing ,nong ·y,ith it. Dr. Ralph _said, "I see nothrng ,nong ,nth 
it, "if it is priYate, if you are not gorng at GoYernment expense and 
not going on Government time." . . , 

)Ir. LANGEN. f;o that we can haYe the record stnug-ht, yon didn t 
report v.·hen you came back? . 

Mr. :MORRIS. There w·as nothmg to report. . 
Mr. L\KG~X. Did ~ou re_r)Ort to hin~ ,~·1_1e11 ~fr.' I?stes _pa.ic\ your 

hotel rooms 111 connection 1YJth the rneetrng ,tt D,t1L1s ,rnd so on • 
-:)fr. MoRRit--. res, sir. As I recal1---
:\1r. LA.J..TGEX. Those ,yere all reported? . 
Mr. MoRRIS. ,Ye checked out of the hotel Rt the same hme •. A1-

thonvh T cnn't recalJ specifics, I feel_ s ire that I :rnn1d have rnen\10ned 
it to· Dr. Ralph because jt ,Yas pohcv to n~ent10n _to my supenors:­
when I "·orked for Mr . . Jacobs the first thrng I chd ,ms to tell lurn 
about the hRt, t1rnt a Texas rnrnionaire had ~-iyen me a hat. I had 
the lrn.t on. - 1 · It was my purpose, always, to discuss with my superiors anyt 1mg 
that "·ns of anv significance or consequence. . . 

Mr. L\XGEX. ,Yhe11 you reported that he paid fo~· your hotel room, 
did Dr. Ralph then indicate thnt his hacl also been pa1cl ~ . , 

1\fr. ~foRRrn. I don't recall in that rase. As fl rnatte~· of fac~, I do:1 t 
specifically recall !·eporti1!g t_o him except I nss11me, m keeprng- ,nth 
mv nolicy, that I d1d rnent1011 it. . 

• (l\fr. ·~forris subsequently advi?ed tl~e sub?ommittee that he 
searched his travel file and f01md lns receipted bil~ and_ recalls o~her 
events which convinced him that he personally paid this hotel bill.) 

Mr. LA~ TGEN. I have no further quest.ions, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Fo-cNT~UN. Mr. Naughton? 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Morris, with relationship to the transaction 
involving Mr. Estes paying for reprints of a speech by Dr. Ralph 
which had bee:11 placed in the Congressional Record by Congressman 
Hagen, was tlns done for Congressman Hagen's benefit~ 

Mr. MORRIS. No, sir, not in any way that I can see was it for his 
benefit. 

Mr. NAUGHTON. Was it Congressman Hagen's idea that this should 
be done or did you talk with Congressman Hagen and was he willing 
to allow reprints to be made? 

Mr. MoRRis. He was agreeable to reprint it. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Did he suggest. the idea or did you approach him 

and ask him if j t "'as all right? • 
Mr. MoRnrs. Either I or Dr. Ralph asked him if it would be all 

right, and then I handled the details. 
Mr. NAU<H-:ITON. And he did not get any of the money that was paid 

for the printing, of course? ., 
J\!fr. MORRIS. Oh, no, sir. As a matter of fact, there wasn't sufficient 

money and I paid the difference out of my pocket. It cost more 
money thai,1----:-a~ :you know, when you haYe a speech reprinted, when 
you get the bill it 1s almost always more than the estimate. 

(See comment by Congressman Harlan Hagen, p. 144.) 
Mr. NAcGHTON. On the trip which you and Congressman Ander­

sen made to Pecos, you stopped at Plainview--
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. NAUGHTO~ (continuing). En route. And you indicated this 

was because ~f weather conditions. '\Yhat conversations, if any took 
place concernmg the storage operations in Plainview? ' 

Mr. ~ORRIS. As I rec_all, an explanation of the electronic equip­
ment; it 1vas the first time Congressman Andersen and I had ever 
seen a ~acility equ~pped. as this. 01~e ,ms. For example, they had a 
truck_w1th electro~11c eqmpment m it that they could drirn around and 
plug m to each big h nk, and then they took us inside the tank and 
shm-rnd us the ,,ires from top to bot.tom w·ith instrum.e11ts on them 
that would record in the truck the humidity, temperature, and so 
forth of the grain, nncl the Equipment to mm·e the grain from one tank 
to another. 

It ~as quite an interesting- sight because ConoTessman Andersen 
and I m the past had visited a number of storao-; facilities on com­
mittee trips and so forth, and this was an interestino· tour of this big 
storage facility. • e-

~~r. NAUGHTox. vVas there any discussion ,Yhatsoever as to how 
gram was to be moved, how they were to obtain oTain for storao-e or 
prevent grain in there from being: mmred out? i:-, ~ 

Mr: MoRRIS. _T~ my knm,ledge I ?on'~ recall any reference to pro­
~Tammg of gram m and out or anythmg· bke that. My best recollection 
1s that the ·whole discussion ,ns of the facility. W .. e "·ere grounded 
there by ,math.er. W11en we landed they had to call and o·et some­
body to con:-~ out and pick us up, _and there was nobody on cl~ty at the 
storage facility, as I recall. I thmk the office, there was no one in or 
tl~ere might have been, anyway, they had to call to get somebody to 
pick us up. ,Ve made about a 20- or 30-minute tour I think of the 
storage facility. ' ' 
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Mr. NAUGHTON. How long were you in Plainview altogether, would 
you estimate, between landing and takeoff? . . 

Mr. MORRIS. It is difficult to recall. We landed, waited at the air­
port while somebody called and got somebody to come 01;1-t and pick us 
up. The storage site was just across the highw~y, I believe, from ~he 
airport; drove over there and spent about 30 mmutes, maybe, lookmg 
around it, came back. 

The pilot was checkiiw on the weather. ,ve got the weather clear-
ance that we cou]d fly to Pecos and we got back into the plane and flew 
to Pecos. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, are you sure now that you have given 
the subcommittee a complete list of all money or other items which you 
or your wife ha Ye received from Mr. Estes? . . . 

Mr. MORRIS. My wife receiYed money to buy a typewriter, wh1ch is 
still on order. She hasn't received it. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. She hasn't received it? 
Mr. MORRIS. That is right. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. How much was that? 
Mr. MoRRIS. He gave her five $100 bills, an~ when she checke~ on tt 

it was $400, and we gave him back one $100 bill, and the typewriter is 
still on order. 

Mr. FOUNTAIN. She has not yet received it? 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. . . . . 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVhat is the status of the situat10n now that he ism 

his difficulty? Is she still writing for the paper? . 
Mr. MoRRIS. No, sir. ,,Then this blew up, she quit sendmg the col-

umn. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Has the order for the typewriter been canceled? 

·Mr.MORRIS. Ko, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVill she receive the typewriter when it does c01~1.e? 
Mr. MORRIS. I think she will, because she doesn't have a typewriter 

at home. w· e were using a borrowed portable. Back in the fall 
months when she "~as not accepting compensation, he said he would 
send up a typewriter. And the next ~ime he was up he sai~ he hadn't 
sent it but he would send up a typewriter so she could have it at home. 
She ,vorked on this at home. 

In January he said, "It is too much trouble sending up a typewriter, 
I want you to buy one," and he wou~d pay for it. . 

l\fr. FouNT~\IK. "\Vas $400 the pnce of the type-,,Tited 
Mr. MORRIS. Sfr? 
Mr. FouKTAIN. ,vas $400 the price of the typewriter? 
Mr. MORRIS. Approximately. 
:\fr. FocxTAIX. ,v as it under $400 or above $400? 
Mr. MoRRIS. I don't recall, Congressman, but my wife, that was her 

transaction. I know he left five $100 bills and said, "Here, this will 
buy a typewriter." I think he had bought one like it, it was an IBM. 
,vhen she checked she found it was $400, and gave him back $100. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Did she deliver the $100 to him in person or mail 
it to him? 

Mr. MORRIS. I think I gave it to him. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Yougaveittohim? 
Mr. MORRIS. Yes, sir. I know it was returned to him. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. You did not appear at the court of inquiry in Texas'?: 
Mr. MORRIS. No, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. "\Vere you invited to appear? 
Mr. MORRIS. I was invited; yes, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you decline? 
Mr. Momus. I took no action at all. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Did you advise them that you were not going? 
Mr. MORRIS. I did not know officially that I had been invited until 

my papers were, I think Dr. Ralph brought them back from the office, 
and in my papers was a telegram; this was a week or so later. That 
was the only official kno,vledge I had of it, although I think Dr. Ralph 
mentioned that he and I had been im:ited. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Mr. Morris, before we leave, I want to give you:. 
th!s last opportunity to search your own conscience and your own 
mmd for the purpose of making sure that you have been completely 
candid with this subcommittee. 

As you know, the reason for having this committee meeting in execu­
tive session is to protect you and possibly any other persons from 
being publicly defamed, degraded or incriminated. It could be detri­
mental to you if future witnesses or evidence of a credible nature 
should contradict your testimony, or should reveal that you did not 
make_a fu~l disclo~ure when you had the opportunity. 

It is qmte possible that we have not asked all the specific questions 
dealing with some specific items wJ1ich ought to be made a part of 
the record. But I believe we have asked questions which were broad 
enough to enable you to make a full disclosure of any and all rela­
tions which you have had with Mr. Estes and others. 

I note a number of times, and naturally so, you have said, "Can 
I go off the record on this?" And I can understand that. But we 
haven't gone off the record. I want to ask you this question : Have 
you brought out all of the details in response to our questions which 
you would have girnn had , .. rn not been on the record? 
. Mr. ~Io~RIS. I have ~ad no purpose of evasion or anything at all 
m answermg the quest1011s that have been put to me, Congressman. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. So even though we have not gone off the record, 
and even though some of it may have been embarrassing to you-and 
none of us have control over that-even though you were on the 
record, you are saying here under oath that you have made a full 
disclosure of all of the information which this committee has re­
quested in the questions which have been propounded to you by the 
members and the staff ? 

Mr. MORRIS. I believe I have answered fully and of course truth­
fully every question that has been asked. I think the record will 
show that where I did ask to go off the record, as I recall generally 
they referred to other people. I have no reservations about myself. 
I want the committee to know that. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. But when you referred to other people, haYe you 
made a full disclosure in response to our questions? 

Mr. MORRIS. Insofar as I recall, I have, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. Are there any other questions by members of the 

committee? 
Mrs. DWYER. I have none. 
Mr. LANGEN. I have none. 
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Mr. FouNTAIN. Before we recess, I would like to ask each member 
of the staff (because we have some here who were in on the interro­
gation of Mr. Morris prior to this executive session) and the members 
of the committee, if anyone knows of a.ny significant matter relevant 
to our inquiry concerning which this witness may have a personal 
knowledge which he or she believe has not been adequately covered­
at least for the present time? 

If you do, I would like for any one of you to ask the question. 
Mr. NAUGHTON. Mr. Chairman, there may be some matters which 

may appear to be material as a result of further investigation, but 
,as of this time to the best of my knowledge "·e have covered the 
significant areas. 

Mr. FouNTAIN. Phil, you were in on the original interrogation. 
Mr. CARLSON. I concur in Mr. N aughton's statement. 
Mr. vV ARBURTON. I concur. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. vVe may have to call you back, Mr. Morris. Of 

course we hope we won't. 
Also I would like to say this: If upon further reflection there com.es 

to your mind additional information which you think should be 
brought to the attention of this committee, in further response to the 
questions which we have propounded to you, and also having relation 
to the subject matter of our inquiry, you not only have the right to 
make it available, but the committee would appreciate your making 
it available. 

Mr. STRICKLER. May I request, Mr. Chairman, to that end, that we 
be supplied a copy of the transcript so that we may check it for ac­
curacy and to see if there is anything that has been overlooked? 

Mr. FouKTAIK. That will be done. 
Mr. STRICKLER. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. FouNTAIN. I want to thank you for coming up. I appreciate 

your appearing voluntarily. 
Mr. ,V-ARBURTON. Mr. Chairman? 
Mr. FouN'l'AIN. Mr. Warburton. 
Mr. ,V-ARBURTON. May the record show that Mr. Morris' counsel 

counseled and advised him from time to time. 
Mr. STRICKLER. , 1Vou]d the record also show that those times were 

extremely rare. 
Mr. FouNTAIX. I think that is probably true. However, I think 

Mr. ,Varburton simply wanted the record to show that his counsel was 
here in an advisory capacity. Mr. Morris has the right to consult 
his counsel during- the course of questioning by members of the com­
mittee and staff. 

Mr. STRICKLER. I don't want to act like a lawyer, Mr. Chairman. 
Yon stated you think that was true. Undoubtedly that applies to 
both the statement of Mr. ~T arburton and the statement of myself 
that the counsel had been extremely rare. 

Mr. FotTNTAIN. Yes, I think so. That js my personal observation. 
I can't say what other members may see that I don't see. Counsel 
has had the rig·ht to advise his client. 

Is there anything else? 
If not, the subcommittee stands in recess, subject to the further call 

of the chairman. 
(Thereupon, at 2 :06 p.m., the s11bcornmittee was adjourned.) 

APPENDIX 

( '0_\l _\lK'>TS OF Ho.\'. G:-:oRGE H. ::\lAIIOX, ~\ ltEPHI<:SE;'l;'J'A'J'In: IX CONGm:ss ]'R0°\i 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

1 thank the committee for giving me the opportunity to re,iew the \Yilliarn_ E. 
::\!orris testimony in the Billie Sol Estes case. . 1-I~n-ris does not alle~e any 1~n­

propriety on my part. Much of his testimony 1s irrelevant a~d ~f llttl_: co1:se­
quern:e but a nnmber of his statement::; are erroneous and there are possible 1m­
plicati~ns which are false and I would like to comment on some of them for the 

record. . d • 1 . • •e I-Ie It \Yill be noted that the ::\lorris testimony lS very vagne an mcon~ USl\ • . 

avoids making clear, direct, and positive statements. He deals prmcipally 111 

hearsay. 
GENERAL COMMENTS 

r have not been involved in any way ,vith Billie Sol l.Js_tes. ~n ~ ge_neral way~ 
have known, and known of, E8tes since he becaroe promment 1n Jtmior. cham~er 
of commerce "·ork and church work se,eral years ago. I h~ve seer: him a re:v 
times over the years in public places. I have not bee~ ass~ciated with_ ~stes i~ 
any vrivate meeting of any kind at any time. .At no ~1~e u1d he 1:eq~es~ a f_a~or 
of me of any kind. He never contributed to my political campaign:s or offe1ed 
to do anything of tlle kind. Insof~r as I kno'_"·, he never w~·ot~ me a _lett;r: ~e 
never visited me in my office. He 1s not a resident of the district which i rPpre-
sent in Congress. , _ 1- th l) •t 

'rhe onlv action I had ever taken with rei-;pect t_o E::;tes ':-'!-s to as_'- e eva 1 -
ment of Agriculture to investigate stories of 1rregu1anties which had been 
brought to my attention. This was in December of 1961. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

(1) The Morris testimony could be interpreted to imply or suggest that I made 
a statement last January, or a statement was made ~n my presence last Jan~ary, 
in regard to the I>OS!';ibili.ty of more G,JYernrneut gnun for the Estes elevators. 

Comment .. 
I made no such statement, and I heard no one make such a statement. If 1t 1~ 

implied-and I do nryt belieYe Morris mean::. to do so--that I sought !o help Estes, 
the implication is wholly false. On the contrary, <?n Decembe1: 2,, lDol, I re­
ported to Mr. c. H. Moseley, bead of the USDA gram pr?gram rn Texas, _that_ I 
had heard rumors of irregularities involving the Estes gr~m s~orage operat101:s 1~ 
west Texas, indicating that he was getting more than his fair share of the stor-

age, etc. f • t· t· f the r wnrned ~Ir. Mosele:v of the situation and asked or an rnves i~a 10n o 
facts. My files in regard to this matter have been made available to the 
committee. . 

I souo-ht to help no one get GoYernment gram storage. 
E:'<tes° came by m.v ofii.ee a couple of times 1ast .January when I was not pres~nt. 

but r later nH-'t him in the street while walking f~·om my offi~e to the Capitol 
and we bad a brief t·onYer:sation which llad nothmg to do with an~ busmess 
problem of any kind. 'l'bere could haYe been no_ reaso1~ to talk g~arn storag~ 
problems with Morris. He had nothing to do with gram storage rn Texas or 

el:,;:ewhere. . . th t E ·t , 
(2) l\lonis states that I said or someone said rn n!y pres~nc~ a . s e:-; 

had grain ele,ators in eYf'ry county of the congress10nal d1stnct which I 
rer)resent. 
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Comment 

This is not correct. The records of the Department of .Agricnltnre show­
that Estes had elevators in 5 counties of my 20-county district. 

(3) :Morris makes some fuzzy and inconclusive statement about a conversation 
w~ich _he says he had with Representative Whitten, of Mississippi. Someone 
might mterpret the testimony to imply that I went to one or two dinners with 
Estes when Estes was in Washington last January, that I invited Mr. Whitten 
to go to a dinner with Estes, that I had a talk with lVIr. Whitten, and that I 
was disturbed when Estes was arrested. 
Comment 

This ii'< a lot of g-arbled nom:;ense. I did not 0 ·o to anv dinner with Estes 
~r as his guest. I went to the big Democratic di~er at the Armory with about 
t>,000 other people but not ,vith Estes or as his guest. 

I bought my own $100 ticket and about 14 other tickets were sold to mv own 
constit1:1ents, some _of who?1 sat with me at the dinner. I have provided the 
Fountarn subcomnuttee with my canceled check for my ticket to the dinner, 
dated January 13, 1962. 

I did not invite ~Ir. " 7hitten to ?:O to a dinner at any time or place as the 
guest of Mr. Estes. Mr. Whitten ""ill confirm this. I "-as not a guest of Estes: 
why would I ask other persons to be? The implication is absurd and false: 

With respect to my talking to Mr. Whitten ancl whether or not I was dis­
t1;1rbed the facts are as follo,ws: I talked to Mr. Whitten, but not because I was 
dist_urbed. I had seen Estes converse at the Democratic dinner with :i\Ir. 
Whitten. At a later elate and prior to the arrest of Estes, I told Mr. Whitten 
that there were rumors of irregularity involving the Estes operations with 
the Gover~ment. I did this a·s a courtesy to Mr. Whitten, who would in no 
way knowmgly be _draw°: into_ an ~ss?ci::t,ti?n with anyone guilty of questionable 
conduct. Mr. Whitt~n lives m M1ssiss1pp1 and would not be expected to have 
heard the rumors which I had heard. At that time Estes had not been arrested 
and the big stories had not hit the headlines. 

( 4) :Mor~is makes a reference to a conversation between me and Dr. Ralph. 
former .Assistant Secr~tary of Agriculture, about a joke which Dr. Ralph was 
reported to have tolcl m early 1961 at a farm banquet in Lubbock, Tex. 
Comment 

At the time the banquet was held Congress was in session and I was in 
Washington.. Friends complained to me that the itory Dr. Ralph told was 
not_ appro:prrnte and asked me to report this incident to Secretary Freeman. 
which I d1~. I told the Secretary I had not heard the story, but that several 
USDA officials were at the banquet and that he could o-et the details. He 
thanked me. I later discussed the incident with Dr. Ralph who took a very 
fairminded attitude in regard to the matter. ' 

Co:.-.nrn~TS 01:' Rox. HARL.AX HAGEX. A REPKSSEXTATI\"P, X C'OXGRBSS FRO~( THE" 
STATE OF CALIFOR~IA 

E~rlier this. year my name wa!'< brought into the record of the Texas pro­
ce~~mgs r~latmg to Billie ~ol Estes conducted b:,; Attorney General ·will 
WILson durmg the _cour:-;e ~f the TexaR gubernatorial race. Certain newspaper 
account~ cast the 1mphc:at1011 that I had been the beneficiary of tht~ political 
g_eneroi-1ty of ~Ir. Estes with all of the inferenceR flowing from suc-h imi)lica­
tion. The )lew York Herald-Tribune of }lay ~- J9fi2. made refere1we to two 
checks from Estes to me either directly or through others for ultimate disbursal 
to me. This information was allegedly- secured from the records of Estes. 

}ly reaction to these reports \Yas one of bewilderment because I had no 
rec-ollection of _ever me~ting Estes and a <·ertain lrnm-dedge that 11either he. 
nor anyone actmg on 111s behalf, had eyer asked me to be helpful to him nor 
had I perforrnefl any Rer,ic-eR for him. Further I c·ould nor recall ha,ino- re-
ceived anything of value from him or any of hiR agents. ·-=> 

~'ls the story unfolded, however, it developed that J quite prolJably ha<l re­
ceived and cashed one check for ~220 of \Yhich he was the maker. _in exami­
nation of the circumstances of this transaction dispels any unfa,-orable infer­
ence that I performed any Rervices for Mr. Estes. political or otherwise, or that 
he performed an~· act of gratuity on my behalf or that I even knew him. 
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The t:ircumstances are tbe;-;e. La::;t year on or alJout September 13 my 
:aclministrative assistant, George Baker, advised me that William Morris, 
assistant to James Ralph. an Assistant Secretary of .Agriculture, had been in 
my office and left a sveec-h \Yith Baker with the request that I have it printed 
in the appendix of the C011gref-;-;ional Record. The speech was a speech on 
farm policy which Dr. Ralph. H Californian, had delivered in August 1961 to 
a meeting of ASC committeemen in California. It was reported to me that 
Dr. Ralph wished to have the speech distributed as part of the Record and in 
addition wanted me to order reprints thereof in the amount of 25,000 copies for 
deliYery to the .Assistant Secretary. 

I assumed that this request was made of me because I, too, am a Californian 
and the only California Democrat on the House Agriculture Committee. Further, 
I was acquainted with Dr. Ralph although he was not my candidate for the pm,t 
in the Department which he had secured. In any event, Dr. Ralph, as a Cali­
fornian. was the chief contact of California Congressmen and Senators in the 
Department of Agriculture. As a California Congressman with a large agricul­
tural constituency, I could hardly refuse so patently reasonable a request. 

On this basis I told my assistant to advise Assistant Secretary Ralph that I 
• would put the speech in the Record and to order the reprints for delivery to him 
with the understanding that I would be reimbursed for whatever out-of-pocket 
expense I incurred in connection therewith. Thereafter, on September 19 I 
placed the speech in the Record and ordered 25,000 reprints thereof. On Novem­
ber 22, 1961, I paid the Public Printer the sum of $231.08 with my personal check 

-to cover the cost of printing. 
In a conversation, subsequent to their original conversation of on or about 

September 13, Mr. Morris assured Mr. Baker that Dr. Ralph would reimburse me 
for my out-of-pocket expense. At no time, however, ,vas Estes or any person 
outside the Department mentioned as connected with such reimbursement. (I 
have Yerified this with 11r. Baker.) I assumed that the Department had funds 
for such purpose8 or that Dr. Ralph \YOUlcl care for the expense out of his own 
pocket. 

Subsequent to deli,ery of the reprints to Dr. Ralph, Mr. Baker notified ~Ir. 
)lorris of my out-of-pocket eost of $231.08 and Morris delivered to my office a 
check for $220 and $11.08 in cash. These were turned over to me. The name 
011 the (•heck meant nothing to me and I cannot to this day say from my own 
recolle('tion that l\lr. Estes was the maker of the check but on the basis of 
newspaper reports and other information receiYed by me since the Estes blowup 
I as!'<ume he ,vas. At the time Estes was a complete stranger to me, as he is to 
this day. and I had no reason to question Dr. Ralph's method of reimbursing me. 

It is apriarent that the foregoing transaction establishes no evil connection 
between me and l\lr. Estes nor does it amount to any kind of a political payoff 
or any kind of a political gratuity. At all times in connection therewith I dealt 
solely with Dr. Ralph and had no reason to question his actions. 

The newspaper references of May 2, 1962, to a second transmission of some­
thing of value from Billie Sol Estes to me were even more puzzling to me and 
it is only recently through the efforts of your committee that a clarification has 

, occurred. Assertedly Estes had transmitted a second $220 check to me through 
the treasurer of the Democratic ~ational Committee. Allegedly the check was 
made payable to the treasurer with a notation that it was a political contribution 

• on my account. At the time of this purported revelation I had never been noti­
fied by the national committee of any such donation and could think of no reason 
why one should be made. A search of the Democratic National Committee 
records revealed no evidence of such check and I had certainly never received 
it personally. I could only conclude that somewhere in his personal records 
Estes boasted of nonexistent political connections and donations. Your com­
mittee has, however, through your questioning of Mr. Morris clarified the whole 
matter and I am deeply grateful for your actions. 

The testimony of Mr. Morris reveals that there was, in fact, no such second 
• check. He testified that he had discussed the matter of the Ralph speech with 
Estes. As I read his testimony Morris discussed it on the basis of mimeograph­
ing it in the Department for distribution and Mr. Estes thought it deserved 

-more dignified treatment and offered to pay for its printing. I, of course, had 
no knowledge of this background of the Ralph request of me until I read Mr. 
Morris' testimony. 

Subsequently, according to his testimony, Morris wrote to Estes with refer­
, ence to the Ralph speech printing stating, "I would suggest that you send me 
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a check in the amount of $220 made payable to the treasurer of the Democratic 
National Committee indicating on the check that it is for Harlan Hagen, :Mem­
ber of Congress, if you care to do so. I will then take the check to the national 
committee and have them credit you with the contribution and issue a similar 
check to the Congressman to reirnburse ldm for the vri.nting cost." [Italics 
mine]. . 

I wish to state that this transaction never materialized. I received only one 
check from Dr. Ralph through Mr. Morris for reimbursement without any 
knowledge of the relationships between Estes and Morris and Estes and Ralph or 
between Estes and anyone else. 

STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN H. CARL ANDERSEN TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

I have revie,Yed the testimony giYen in executive session of the Intergovern­
mental Relations Subcommittee on June 29-30. 1962, by ,vmiam E. Mon·is, a 
former USDA employee. 

I find that this testimony verfies the fact that my trip to Pecos, Tex., on March 
24, 1962, to see Mr. Billie Sol Estes, was strictly a personal business trip, over 
a weekend, and at my own expense. 

['he purpose of my trip was to interest Mr. Estes in purchasing additional stock 
in our family coal mine at Ravensdale, vVash., and he did purchase an additional 
25 shares at that time. This transaction was one of·several similar such trans­
ac-tions during the past 3 years with various persons. 

At no time did Mr. Estes discuss with me any of his business nffairs haying 
anything whatsoeYer to do v.ith the Federal GoYernment. 

At no time did Mr. E:stes ask any fa...-or of me whatsoe,er. nor did I request 
any of him. 

(Signed) H. CARL ANDERSEN. 
Member of Conr;res8. 

CoM?l.(F,:\'TS OF HON. RALPH w. YARBOROUGH, A U.S. SENATOR ]'1{0:;il[ THE STATE OF 

TEXAS 

Hon. L. H. FOUNTAIN, 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON POST OFFICE AND CIYIL SERVICE, 

Washington, D.C., August 9, 1962. 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Intergovernniental Relation.'?, Cnmnl'ittee on House 
Government Operat-ions, 101 George Washington Inn, WaBhinyton, D.C. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you for your courtesy in forwarding to me the 
June 29-June 30, 1962, hearings of the Subcommittee on Intergovernmental Re­
lations, in which l\Ir. ,vmiam :i;:;_ Morris mentioned my name, and for inquiring 
whether I desired to comment. 

There are some instances where I can he of assistance to the committee by 
clarifying the record. 

Mr. Morris, on page 128. says that the only time he ever talked to me was one 
time, which he says was in September 1961. He is correct in saying that he had 
had only one conversation with me in my life, but is mistaken as to the date. 
beC'ause the date was on July 19, 1961, as shown by my guest register on that 
elate in my office. That is the only time I haYe ever had any discussion with him 
that extended beyond a simple greeting. 

::\Ir. Morris said on page ±1 that his conYersation in my office concerned an 
inquiry I had made about cotton allotments. :i\lr. Morris is in error. I never 
heard of Mr. Estes' cotton allotment problems until January 1962, and never 
diRcussed it with Mr. Morris in 1961. 

The statement that }fr. }Iorris make8 on page 41 that I 1rnver called him is 
tl·ue: his {'ontraclictory statement. on page 56 that I asked him to come to my 
office is erroneous. II never asked Mr. l\forris at any time to come to my office. 
He came of his own accord one time in July 1961. I don't remember what he 
looked like and wouldn't know him if I met him today. 

Mr. Estes never called me about Mr. Morris at any time. 
Any calls I made to the Department of Agriculture seeking information about 

Mr. Estes' cotton problem were made in January 1962, or later. 
Sincerely, 

~ 
'-__, 

(Signed) RALPH W. YARBOROUGH. 
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Ag:~ai~Sf ·-e~te··.a~'~n0;~1jG>Ve1::,EStfS~}(SSets:•'i ,::,~~·?t 
• , . ~ (Continued f~om Page 1). partnership had made little or no 

( C 't. ·,., :· ·', ':•' .. • '' ' • I Estes as~ets: is not: th~ only : ~ew down' payment,' and owed ali or 
.. 

011 uaued from. Page ·1) f th h • M h 
h1s successor, Judge Bob Schult·e element of surprise that has en- most o e pure _ase price. uc 
w · , ered the case .. • •. - ·, • · of the assets consists of note~ and 
• as appomted by County Commis: ,, , 1' Has Friend ,.·-. . . . accounts receivable. Some· per-

sto~ers Court and- took the oath of ' " r ed • 
office a few days later. . . . ,: By .strange. coincidence, it now sons • ist as. ?Wmg the ~stes 

Judge Bean was a. candidat~ ~;: $ ·established that Mr . .'Jaffe ts Brothers specified large sums 

f
for the Democratic . nomination ~ :c1ose . personal and • political say they owe nothing, .a~_d:y1e 
or Texas Congressman-at-large !riend of Vice President' Lyndon notes can not be found •. , • ,. ' •• 

Y'hen_ the Internal·,Revenue Serv- • fohnson. . . • . . - •. ,; " ·, Also, .. • numerous .1properties-for 
ice disclosed he. had not· filed in- rt also> Is esta!blished .·that Mr. which • the Estes .partnership list-
co~e ~ax re.turns for • eight years, raff e, . :president of Fed-Mart dis- ed • the purchase price~ as, say in 
!>eginrung with,1953. He continued . ~09nt:~tores·, empl_oyed~Jerry Hol- the~· $1~.~ _range, •. now have 
m the ra~e,. J?Olled the ._.highe t ieman shor~ly afte;· Mr~}!oll~~an• bro~~ht up. prospective buyers 
vote of any· candidate,:·;and 1o!t fosigned· as.~.As-sistant ,Secretary who are w~llmg to pay ~bo~t;~ne-
to Joe-P?Ol. of Dallas: in. the run- I>f:Labor. a( the same time ~e dis- f?urth of,\t.llat~ .. Jn short,. Jnd1~a-
off election. • , •. • , ·, • :. , r tl(?sed he had ·accept~d ·a }gift' of tions are ~e Estes books carried 

: • IndJcted,. B~~,:·,./ · 1-'· ~1000 from. ~illie. Sol' J~st~s .. :.M-r:, nu~erous proper:ties• at 'inflated 
;A_Fe_dera·l Grand Jury at 'Au~- Holleman. still hotdsi,a_:.respon- pnces,,.Jo say_the least .•••• ,_.'}: 

ti~ rnd1.cted Judge, Bean on. five &ible position in Mr~: Jaffe's. Fed- ·:.: .')":'{\/,To,. Decide • , • • • ~'.~ :• 
rn~sdemeanor .. ' C?Unts. 'charging I M~rt or:ganization>< ,, .·~~: \.,:,:· /what· c

1

an%e_ considered' as, a 
fallure .to 'ftle' 'Income • tax . re- .. Mr.' Holleman announcea short- reasonable .. Price' for the·' Estes 
tu.~~s 

1 
for five· years,· ·,beginning ty •. after .. the Estes· scandat'\broke assets . as .. of.,' now, .. under . forced 

Wl . 956, The years prior to that that Esfe's had,:of f ered ,to pay for bankruptcy sa'le, is something ,the 
. ~e~e outqateg so far·:as criminal . the dinner,., Secretary'• :of. .. Labor Referee irt · Bankruptcy· must. de-
action went. " •• ::. : ,),.:a~·, • .: • , . Arthur, Goldberg gave:· in honor cide in:. the ·hearing. s~~edul1(to, 
• Jud?e Bean plead~'. ,guilty -~o .. Jf' Vice :.President Johnson. Mr; morrow. ->> i .. ,,\,:··\.,•,',\:,\·;•,;·~h':/J.} 
the five counts before . Federal Holleman. •• announced 'that Mr. That · has • riothi~g :--to.'. d~.: with 
Judge_ Ben Rice in ·Austin .. He GoldbergI:_declin~d, ,the· Estes of- rumors that are in circulation as 
was fined $1000. on each count, a fer, and paid for the dinner him- .to how Mr. Jaffe ·came Into the 
t?tal of $5000, and 'sentenced to . self. .. ,~ 1 .• :i. /.L. ; . .: , .,_. ~~. •, Estes assets m at t er and ; the 
five o~-year terms, ·suspended on ··-T• ··\Jaffe· Makes Bid" .. . strange . coincidences· involving 
probat!on without supervision. . Jn a matter of days after that his friendship with Vice · iPresi-
He paid the $5000 fine two days first • announcement, . Mr .. Holle- dent· Johnson, and . his employ-
after he was sentenced. . . • man announced he personally had ment of Mr.· HoUeman after the 
. Mr. Bean r~turned to the prac- accepted $1000 from Estes to ihelp latter_· left Government service 

tice of law, with offices located in pay-- th,e:.high cost· of Holleman when he said he .accepted: $1000 
~he ~I Paso National Bank Build- ihouseh<>ld. living in Washington, from Billie Sol Este3 :following-rng.. . .. . . 

·,·"1'· Holleman's··:,Government salary and 1mmed1ately following - the 
was $20,000 a'.year; . ••. Goldberg dinner for which iEstes· 

·After: ·turning his resignation in wanted to ,pay. : . 
to the'.Goverriment, Mr. Holleman The ability. of _the new com­
went to)the Fed-Mart organiza- pany, American Grain Cor.p., .to 
tion headed by Vice President pay the $5.8 ·,million, or mayb 
Johnson's good friend, Mr. Jaffe. $8.75 million, over_ a five-year pe 
Secretary Goldberg; who was .re- riod for the Estes assets depend 
pbrted to have declined the !Estes to a . consider.able extent. • o 
offer., to· pay for the Johnson din- whet~e~ the grain', eleva_tors tha 
ner; is headed for one of the high:. go w1~n the .Estes assets are k_ep 
est ,posfrions in the United S,tates w~ll fiUed wit~ Governme9t p~1~ , 
Government, associate justice of. ·support· gr~in. . ·-:::,1r: :· .·, ·=·.<:'.: , .... ·tlY..~­
~e U\j_~•->Supreme C~urt.,; ,·.-,:,, :,. •·"< .:Kept·Elevato~ F~lled·~.:;,1:'•·1 

, •1 Wee~s~;passed after Holleman B11l~e Sol Estes, .. • with i ~t~ng 
• went',:~o ;:the· · .. Fed-Mart· 1iayroll. Washmgton,:connectlons, kept the 
.. Then:•,;oi; another' strange coind- grain elevators well filled~ His-in­
. . dence:'.,: Mr.;: Jaffe' made ,a 'bid for 'come' from that: sour,ce amounted 
.. the 1~tes assets~' ·.'-'.-.°·'>,'1,/.•·;.,..,. ~~·imillions yearly. ,::/ 1-~'.:\;\~\iil.;~~r 
'. :;Two other ''offers ··w~re ,· m~de ',·:The_ '•,pew:'' _questio~.' ts:y:_:,C~n. 
• for,.the Estes assets. but the .Jaffe American Gram Corp,: .succ.eed 1~ 

bid· was·. considered·· best of•. the getting similar Juicy 'grain: :,stor~ 
three offers, and is recommended ~ge contra~ts. •• ·: •. • '.' •• ,. lf/•i ,,: : 
for approval.. _Mr .. Moore, first Rumors that have ~!rculat~d· in 
received and· then named trustee El Paso have, had it that . Mr. 
of the Estes 'bankrupt estate, said Jaffe expects to have these g~ain 
today 'he believes the Jaffe offer ele~ators. re~sona?lY ~ell . filled 
• · th b t • th t be most of the time 1f he gets them 
is . e , es pnce a can re- in the Estes assets. . . , . 
ce1 ved for the· Estes assets. . Another· "IF~'· . _..: -:r, 

, . Not Concern:<1 ; · • Another big "if" enters.' Grain 
Mr. IM'oore: w~ose 1~_teg_nty is storage revenue will· conti'nue a~ 

b~yond question, 1s not concerned a bonanza IF the Government 
~1th ho'N Mr. Jaffe happened to grain storage program continues. 
bid on. the Estes assets_. Mr. But· the grain storage program 
M~re 1s concerned on!y with ob- already is exposed as a national 
taming the !best poss1bl~ settle- scandal. There is strong prob­
m7nt for the E_stes creditors. He ability Congress will do some-
said the. appraised value .of the thing about this, , . . . . . 
Estes assets is. certain to ~e far, . If American Grain Corp. fails 
far below the figures- showing the to· make the Estes assets produce 
total favested, in the assets, by revenue sufficient· to pay.: the 
Estes Brothers; '. .. ,._ < ': .. ":" ,,;-/' .• ·agreed.• price• ;of" $5.8. million

0 
or 

')t is a known fact that Mr. Jaf; possibly $8.75 milli<;in,~,o.ver a pe­
fe bid la·rgely on· equities, proper- riod"ot fivf!' years/then:/'Amerlcan 
ties in which the Estes Brothers Grain ·Corp:~ simply ,.'·can't' pay i 

. ., l 
• u11oer JC~. agreed-. contra-ct:. It:c ' 

go J>ro~e;:t.,-There'1':Wilf'" be~tfo:.,~~ 
course by creditors. against. Mr .. 
Jaffe or other individuals. • Cor• 
po rations stand or fall .. on ·their 
own'. .... :, ... ~:.:If<:)· '.t:,~{ft ,j~{L.":eit; ::'_: 



JOHN BAGWELL CALL TO VICE PRESIDENT 4:30 pm Aug.ust 16, 1962 

B: Lyndon, this is John Bagwell. Say, after you talked to me I called 
Reston and Braestrup and told them that I had not talked to you. 

VP: Well, McClellan just told one of our friends here that he understood I' 
hadn't talked to anybody but you and the Secretary, and asked what was in the 
information and I appreciate very much your correcting the inaccuracy. But 
McClellan told one of the boys that he understood I'd spent four hours just 
cussing you out on account of your testimony. 

B: Now, let me tell you what happened, Lyndon. I told O'Donnell this 
morning, and my goodness, if you can't tell O'Donnell I don't know who you 
can tell, that you had some concern about how that could happen and you had 
talked to me. Now do you suppose that's how this ... 

VP: Yea, sure, sure, definitely. You told him that that happened and now he's 
leaked it to the press you see, and so ... 

B: Well, I'll just deny it. 

VP: Well, I think the best thing to say is that I asked you what you did and 
what the memorandum contained and what you told me and one was the tag slip 
and two, 

B: l.Could you speak a little louder. 

VP: One was the tag slip that was unsigned, a form tag slip, and second, was 
the reported conversation the Vice President had had, and that you said that 
was untrue and you thought it ought to be corrected and that you did correct it 
and that I asked for a copy of the memorandum and your statement so that I 
could have them for any comment that people asked me about. And that's all 
that happened and that is all that happened that I know anything about. 

B: That's right, that's right. 

VP: I'm not going to be critical of a man who corrects an untruth for me and 
tells the truth. 

B: No, listen, I'll do anything in the world to protect you. 

VP: I just say I'm not going to be critical of a man who corrects an untruth and 
gives the truth, you see? 

B: Yeah. 
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VP: But these things are just , there're four or five of them, and everybody 
just calls and says "what are you doing calling ;.down", and I haven't done it., 
I don't call and I don't know what happens. Why did you want to talk to 
O'Donnell? You know he .. 

B: Well, I thought I should mention it to him because you see, he knew about 
it and I told him that you were wondering if he'd known about it and I told him 
that I had told you. I don't think O'Donnell protected you. Honest to heaven, 
I thought that was criminal. 

VP: Well, what did O'Donnell say? 

B: Well, he said the Chairman knew about it. Well, I said I still don't think it 
was right to ... I said you weren't going to say a word about it, and he said 
"Oh yea, we were going to make mention of the fact that was the true statement," 
And I said well my goodness I had to speak up. I wasn't going to let that go in 
the record without a correction. 

VP; Well, is this a fair summary of, I asked you what you testified to 
yesterday and you told me that you had testified on a memorandum for some time 
and when it was identified you asked to identify it and put it in the record that 
you .... so you said that you did and you explained that the last, that point eight 
was incorrect and untrue 

B: Right 

VP And that you had understood that a mistake had been made because they 
referred to the office and not the man, and I asked for a copy of the memorandum 
and you supplied a copy of the memorandum and I wanted to know what you said 
so I could answer all the inquiries that I was getting about the inaccuracies. 

B: Yeah, well, now that's ... 

VP: Is that a fair statment? 

B: Of actually what happened and why don't I call Reston and Braestrup and tell 
them just that? Well, I'll them the story, the rumor was the reason was you'd 
called me and chewed me out, which simply wasn't true and that's what I was 
denying, that you had called me, and I'll repeat what you just told me. 

VP: Well, I think the more you talk to them the more difficult it becomes. But 
E. think in view of the fact that you've talked to Donnell or O'Donnell or whoever 
it is .. 

B: It's that Don O'Donnell. .. 
VP: I would make clear to 0' Donnell that ... 

B: Why don't I call Donald? 
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VP: Well, I would do that and then I would, if you've, have you talked 
to both Reston and Braestrup? 

B • • I talked to both of them, yeah. 

VP: Then I would just say now I sent the memorandum but nobody chewed 
anybody up, as a matter of fact I don't think they wruld if somebody corrected it. 
I think the more you talk to them, I think it's very sad that you talked to 
Don O'Donnell and I think that if you call Reston and Braestrup, too, because 
you see it just makes a good deal out of something you see that oughtn't anything 
to be made out of. 

B: I thought I ought to do that to protect you. 

VP: Well, that doesn't though. That just ... 

B: Well, then, I'll call Don O'Donnell and I, you think I should call Reston? 

VP: How long did we talk, ten minutes? 

B: I'd say ten or fifteen minutes. 

VP: All right,= I'd make clear that I talked ten minutes and I told you that the 
reporters were calling me told you no one on the committee had told me 
anything and nobody in the office had told me anything what was in the memorandum 
and you told me what was in it and you told me how inaccurate it was and I 
had corrected it. There are two things inaccurate in that memorandum. I 
haven't read it, but the first one is that I requested assistance to Estes, the 
number one or plea for Estes or whatever it was. We just sent a plain tag slip. 
That's what it ought to have said. 

B: Yeah, it said tag slip, that's right. 

VP: That's what it should have said. And the next thing was that I talked 
to somebody, because I haven't. I don't want to, I'm not going to, nobody's 
ever talked to me 

B: I know that. 

VP: So I think I'd just say, "Donald, now, here are the facts. He talked to me 
about ten minutes and he wanted a copy of the memorandum and wanted to know 
the testimony because they were calling him and asking him and he didn't 
know. He hadn't talked to anybody in the Department and I told him it was an 
untruth and I had corrected it. It was a pure mistake and he wasn't mad at me 
because he wouldn't be mad at the man who was correcting an untruth." 

B: That's right. 
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VP: And I think I'd tell the others "Now, he did not say anything critical of me 
at all because. 

B: the story which was untrue. That you hadn't called me and chewed me 
out at all. We did have a brief conversation and you wanted to know what 
happened and I could just repeat it, do you think that would be a good idea? 

VP: Yes, yes. 

B: OK, I'll call both of them. 

VP: I think I'd just call Braestrup and I think that'll take care of it. 

B: OK. Do you want me to callyou back? 

# # # 
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POAGE ASKED ESTES DEALlNGS BE KEPT, MEMO REVEALED 

HOUSTON POST - page 14, section 1 - Felton West - August 16., 1962 

A memo saying Representative Bob Poage, (D-Tex.) of Waco 
expres,sed the opinion last January that cotton allotment -trans­
fers in which Estes and others were involved "should not be 
disturbed". 

The memo als_o revealed a telephone call by Vice President ,:: 
Lyndon B. Johnson's Administrative Assistant to the number 
two Agriculture official about the cotton allotment case. 

The April 11 memo was from Agriculture Departments General 
Counsel, John Bagwell to Secretary of Agriculture Orville L. 
Freeman. Bagwell said its purpose was to prevent treaspassing 
on the history and handling of the pooled cotton allotment transfers 
to Estes and about 12 other persons in West Texas and New Mexico. 

Bagwell ruled it illegal last December 15th. On 
Dec. 22 the department ordered the allotments cancelled, but on 
January 6 Estes met with department officials and agriculture 
that the transfers should not be cancelled. 

Subsequently the department rescinded his cancellation order and 
gave Estes and the ~ other allotment holders a chance to prove 
they should not be cancelled. 

On January 31 the department presented a c.eJ:.&.:l!'f-i:'~ certificate 
by which Estes and the others could prove that the land sales 
through which the allotments were obtained were bona fide. 
None of the allotmentf- holders filed this certification and the 
allotments were subsequently cancelled in April after Estes arrest, 
March 29. 

Bagwell said Under Secretary Murphy told him that Walter W. Jenkins., 
Johnson• s Administrative Assistant -- not Johnf:On -- had discussed the 
matter with him. 

Jenkins told the reporter he called Murphy last January and II without 
referring to any individual case of names" asked that the Vice President 1 s 
office be s lied information on the decision reached as a result of the 
January 6th meeting. 



Jenkins. says the Vice President's office had received 
inquiries from 7 Texas citizens including Estes. about the 
decision. 

Jenkins_ said that about two weeks later after the 
Agriculture Department promised the new calea certification 
procedure January 31., the department furnished copies to 
him., He routinely transmiteed these to Estes, and the 6 other 
interested parties as he said. 

Wm,. Morris testimony --

Morris said he gathered from Estes that he knew the entire Texas 
delegation including the late Speaker Sam Rayburn and Vice President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. Rep. George H. Mahon (D-Tex_) mentioned 
several times by Morris~ as being fr'iendly with Estes_., commented 
at the end of the printed record " I have not been involved in any 
way with Billie Sol Estes" although he had., he said., 11 seen him a 
few times over the years, in public placea 1

'. He challenged several 
of Morris I atatements. 
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MR. BAGWELL: Generally. We discussed it generally on 

the way to the White House. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Was there after that, then, any time, inter­

vening after that before the 11th, I believe it was, of .April, when you 

had a conference with the Secretary, you and the Under Secretary, 

and discussed this thing? 

MR. BAGWELL: I didn't get the exact question. 

THE CHAIRMAN: In between that time when you mentioned it 

to him somewhat casually or discussed it generally, briefly, 

on your trip to the White House- -well, let me ask it this way: When 

did you next discuss it with the Secretary? 

MR. BAGWELL: The 10th of April. 

THE CHAIRMAN: On the 10th of April? 

MR. BAGWELL: Yes, sir. The reason I say that is I 

remember the Secretary asking me for a background memorandum 

and that was the date. 

THE CHAIRMAN:, With respect to the memorandum, you did 

prepare a memorandum. 

I want to make the record so when this record is made 

no one can say that I did not ask about this or did not ask about that. 

MR. BAGWELL: I am perfectly willing to answer any question, 

Senator. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I know you are. 

Mrs. McClendon was asking a question in this press 
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conference, immediately following what I just quoted. "Do 

you mean, Mr. Bagwell, that you can talk this whole complicated 

matter over between here and the White House? 

"Mr. Bagwell: Well, I had already. The Secretary knew, 

had been advised generally, of the allotment problem before., 

and he had a trip over and a trip back and continued our dis-

cussion after we got back. That was when the decision was 

made, and you have a copy of that reply. " 

MR. BAGWELL: That was the trip to the White House on 

the 11th and I had reference there to the earlier trip on the 23rd of March. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That would explain it? 

MR. BAGWELL: That is exactly right. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Very well. 

In this memorandum of April 11th, I present you a copy of 

it and ask you to identify it, please. 

(The document was handed to the witness.) 
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MR. BAGWELL: Yes, sir, this is the memorandum. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The title of it is ... -well, this memorandum 

may be made Exhibit 139. 

(Document referred to marked 

Exhibit 139 for reference. ) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The title of it is, "Transfers of Pooled 

Cotton Allotments Pursuant to Section 378 of the Agricultural 

Adjustment Act of 1938, as amended, to Land Sold by Billie 

Sol Estes and Other Persons. " 

MR. BAGWELL: The Secretary asked me for a background 

memorandum on the whole pooled allotment problem. 

THE CHAIRMAN: When did he ask you for this? 

MR. BA 'GWELL: The 10th, as I recall it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: On the day before? 

MR. BAGWELL: That is right. And you see, Mr. Rapp pre­

pared this memorandum. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did he ask for your recommendations in 

connection with these allotments? 

MR. BAGWELL: No, sir, he just asked for a background 

memorandum on it. 

randum. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Then you did give him recommendations? 

MR. BAGWELL: I gave him some at the end, yes, sir. 

Senator, I would like to correct an error in this meme-

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, you may. 
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MR. BAGWELL: I told Mr. O'Donnell and his staff the 

other day that there was a statement in here that was due to 

an error in misunderstanding in our officej that the Vice President 

had discussed this with the Under Secretary. That is not true. It was 

the Vice President's office. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Very well. That correction will be noted. 

SENATOR MUNDT: Can you tell us who in the Vice President's 

office? 

MR. BAGWELL: I understand Mr. Murphy told me Walter 

Jenkins, although you might want to ask Mr. Murphy. That was my 

understanding. I don't know what they talked about, other than this 

allotment problem. 

SENATOR MUNDT: How did you learn about it? 

MR. BAGWELL: Well, when this statement was--when we 

had this reference in there 1 I asked Mr. Murphy about it, and he 

said it wasnft the Vice President, it was the Vice Presidenes office. 

SENATOR MUNDT: Mr. Murphy told you originally that he had 

some contact'? 

MR. BAGWELL: I guess we misunderstood the office as 

opposed to the man. That was where the misunderstanding was. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me proceed with this memorandum. 

On page 6 I find the fo llowing 1 and bear in mind this is being 

prepared as late as April 10th: . . • 
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HOUSTON CHRONICLE - page Z, Section 1 - with picture of Morris 

IN 
AGRICULTURE AIDE FALLS SHORT t7!' PROBE 

by Wm. McKay --- doesn 1t mention Vice President or members of 
his staff .. 

The transcrip; of dosed door session releas.ed by sub-committee 
including Morris ~ dropping a number of congressional names 
but in the main the relatiorrnhip he described were known or 
entirely innocent. 

of the rumors 
) Robert Manu 1 after he was discharged by the committee in June. 

Mnaual indicated that Morris- was prepared to testify that Estes had 
a list of Members. of Congress· to whom he sent Christmas· gift checks. 

But in the traascript released Wednesday, Morris said his only 
knowledge of any such list was a conversation in which Estes told him 
Morris I name had mistakenly been put on "the list. 11 

Morris said Estes made the remark after he had called the Texan 
to say he could not accept the check and that he had turned them over 
to the National Democratic Committee. 

Morris did testify that Estes was acquainted with every member of the 
Texas delegation although he later amended this by noting that he could 
not attest to this by his own knowledge. 

• that representative George Mahon of Lubbock 

In a statement attached to the transcript Mahon declated that Estes had 
elevators in only 5 of 20 counties in his district. 

get 
Mahon also denied hearing any statment that Estes could not xmdm: enough 
grain and recalled that he had warned the department last December there 
were rumors that '.Estes was receiving too much grain. 



Morris testified he had discussed Estes' cotton allotm,ents with 
Senator Ralph Yarborough in September, 1961 at Yarborough's 
request. He stressed, however~ that Yarborough made no 
improper request of him. 

Yarborough said his gue·st register indicated the meeting with 
Morris took place in July 1961. He denied the subject of 
discussion could have been cotton allotments. since he had no 
knowledge of Estes I allotment problem until Januar\I-
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Walter: 

Chuck said there was not too much to report 
from this morning's hearings. John Denison was quizzed 
about January 17, 1961, which was the first meeting with 
regard to the pool cotton allotments with Henry Marshall and 
a man named Allen, who was Area Director for the Agriculture 
Department . They spent an awfully long time on deeds, size of 
the strips, etc. They got as far as the trip where Estes and 
Denison came to Washington on October 16, 1961 and they stopped 
there. They will pick up from there this afternoon. 

M/d 

Chuck would like for you to arrange for him to be off of the door 
all day today. He does not want to go back after the hearing. 
His girl is leaving town until January and he wants to take her out 
to dinner and then to the plane at 9:00 P. M. 



12:25 

Walter: 

Chuck did not have too much to report. He said 
that they did not meet until 10:45 this morning as John Cofer 
was meeting with them in Executive Session and it looks as 
though Estes will come up to testify. 

He said that McClellan tried to get rough with 
Murphy, but Murphy was rough right back. He (Murphy) said 
that based on the information they had that -iim>"e 
NXNM11:elfix Estes should not have been dropped from the Cotton 
Advisory Committee. 

McClellanfl{ made the point this morning that considering 
everything they should not have fired Jacobs so quickly and that he 
thought it was vdrlc vindictive. 

McClellan asked if Murphy thought the Department of 
Agriculture was too big and unwieldy to handle. 

Murphy thought it was miraculous that the Agriculture 
Department did as well as it did. 

They go back into session at 2:00 P. M. 





SUMMARY OF SENATE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE HEARINGS THIS 
MORNING 

There was nothing about LBJ in the hearings this morning. They 
are leading up to the dates, however, that we might be involved 
and Chuck wouldn't be surprised if something did not come out 
this afternoon. They will go back in session at 2:30. 

They wanted to determine when the issue of cotton 
allotments became a problem with the Department and it was 
determined about March 1961 through a conversation he had 
with the Oklahoma State Chairman of the ASCS. 

On July 5, 1961 an investigation of the pool cotton allotments began. 
The Texas State Office requested the investigation. 

It was asked when Jacobs first met Estes. He said it was in 1955-xiuc 
in Austin. No relationship between 1955 and 1961 and then July 5, 1961 
Estes and his attorney John Denison met Jacobs to protest about the 
cutback of cotton allotments. 

On September 8, 1961 Under Secretary Murphy asked Mr. 
Jacobs to have a memorandum prepared about the Estes cm:bi:Bg.sx activities. 
On October 1961 Tucker Wilson called Jacobs and told them Denison and 
Estes were in town. On October 19 Mr. Tucker came to see Jacobs before 
his meeting with Denison and Estes. Tucker said to Jacobs that Estes had 
made threats to him claiming that if the investigation did not stop and 
the cotton allotments were not returned to him, he was going to bring 
30 or 40 people to Washington and start a publicity campaign to ruin 
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Administration. On that same day 
Estes and his attorney came to see Jacobs about this cotton allotment 
problem and the investigation. He wanted Jacobs to stop it. Jacobs said 
it could not be stopped. Estes did not repeat his threats to Jacobs. 
Jacobs said he told John Bagwell about these threats. 

Chuck does not know who Tucker Wilson is- -never could tell from 
any of the testimony who he was. 

M/d 
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Washington, D. C., ---------------------------------·--• /9 ___ ~. 

Respectfully re/erred to 

August 20, 1962 

Mro Jenkins: 

This was among material 
being screened from 1960 
campaign - - congratulatory 
telegram. It must have had 
a robo acknowledgment. 

Dorothy Territo 

--------------------------------------------- u. s. s. 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTltlG OFFICE 16--4.5102-2 



This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char•· 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAM 1201 (4-60) 

w. P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Night Letter 

L T-lntemational 
- Letter Telegram 

The fil D A 1 60 n the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

. I 

D PKA015 PD=PECOS TEX 8 1048A CST: 

~THE JQHNSON KENNEDY HEADQUARTERS= 
AUSTIN TEXr 

\%0 \IG\J 8 PM 10 58 

~WE WILL CARRY TEXAS. WE ARE GOING TO WORK AND FIGHT TO 
THE LAST M f_NUTE. I AM GRATEFUL TO YOU ANO LADY Bl RD 

FOR THE GREAT FIGHT YOU ARE FIGHTING-
~I LIE SOL ESTES. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Mr. Jenkins: We have found in Mr. Billy Sol 
Estes' files a letter which you wrote to him on 
February 2 sending him a letter from Mr. Emery E. 
Jacobs of the Agriculture Department. You told Mr. 
Est~s that you would lik to know his reaction 
"so that we can be guided accordingly. '' 

Mr. Estes came into my office in Washington. He 
told me he was interested in a decision that had 
something to do with the transfer of cotton allotments. 
He asked me if we could get him a copy of that decision. 
I called the Agriculture Department and was told that 
the decision had not yet been made. The decision was made 
a week or so later and as soon as it was, I mailed Mr. 
Estes a copy. All he received was a copy of the public 
document which he could have got merely by writing 
to the ASCS State Committee. This is a normal service 
which we perform for many people. 

Then why did Mr. Estes take the trouble to go to you 
to get it? 

I probably got it a little quicker for him merely because 
Government Agencies which are on an eight hour day 
are a little slower in replying to such requests. 

Were you "guided accordingly 11 according to Mr. 
Estes' reaction to the decisions? 

I never heard of it again. The only thing I did in this 
connection was to mail him a copy of the decision and he 
never came back to me- -either in person or in writing- -
with any more requests. 

Wasn't your language somewhat warm? 

Yes. 

When did you first meet Mr. Estes? 

As far as I know in January of this year. I met him at a 
reception at the Vice President's house with about a hundred 
people present and I saw him the next day in my office. 



Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

(2) 

Records are kept of the people that go in and out 
of your office. The records show that Mr. Estes 
was there in your office for at least three hours. 
What took you so long? 

It took the Department of Agriculture some time to find 
out just who was responsible for the decision and 
whether or not it had been made. Mr. Estes sat in 
my outside office for a large part of that period. 

Did you ask the Department of Agriculture to act one 
way or the other on Mr. Estes' problem? 

It was not Mr. Estes' problem. It was a general problem 
involving acreage allotments. I had no interest in the 
matter other than performing a routine service and I 
made absolutely no recommendation to the Agriculture 
Department and did not mentio.n Mr. Estes' name to them. 

Mr. Jenkins: In 1953, telegrams were exchanged between 
Mr. Estes and the then Senator Johnson on Senate Bill 
S. 2106. The Vice President doesn't recall this exchange 
but told us that you would look up the matter and give us 
the facts. 

Yes, I have looked it up. Mr. Estes contacted us in some 
manner--the file doesn't show exactly how--and asked 
us about a bill introduced by Senator Kuchel, of California. 
It was a bill of great interest to the western part of Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and California. We referred the 
correspondence to the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee and informed Mr. Estes of the date that had 
been set for hearings. This bill was of great interest to 
western cotton producers. However, it was not passed 
and in fact did not even get out of the Com1nittee. 

Mr. Jenkins: In 1958, the Vice P1"'esident sent two 
telegrams and a letter to Mr. Billy Sol Estes concerning 
the Labor Department's action on the Bracero problem. 
The Vice President doesn't recall these communications 
but said you would look up the matter and give us the facts. 
What are they? 

In April and May of 1958, there were some sessions in 
the Labor Department on the Bracero program. They were 
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attended by a number of people, including Mr. 
Perry from our office. The file indicates that 
we sent one telegram to Mr. Estes informing 
him that a session had been held, one book wire 
to Mr. Estes and Mr. Bob Sherrill, of Pecos, 
Texas informing them of another session, and 
a form letter in August which went to thirty one people 
advising them that a conclusion had been reached as to 
how the Bracero program would be handled. Mr. 
Estes was number twenty two on the list of thirty 
one people to whom the form letter was sen . This 
was a problem of great interest to all of the 
producers in the area. 

M:r. Jenkins: There seem to be a large number of 
letters in the files which have something to do with 
the Church of Christ in Tanganyika. What was involved? 

I have checked through the files. Mr. Estes as a 
leading member of the Church of Christ, was interested in 
securing the admission of the Church of Christ Missionaries 
to Tanganyika. We asked the State Department to look 
into this matter. It acted through the Embassy. The 
last letter in the file indicated that the State Department 
had not been successful as of December 1961 in securing 
the recognition of the Church of Christ as a Missionary 
Society in Tanganyika. It was quite normal for con­
stituents interested in such matters to ask us to take 
up the problem with the proper Agency--which in this 
case was the State Department. 
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My dear Friend: 

.0 ecos can al upes arc e best 
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Home s a better place 1hen some of those 
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you for the bo of them at came 1e other 
day. 

·.. warm od • • s· es, always, 

Billie 1 Estes 
P.O. Eox 1052 
Peco , Texas 
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Lyndon B. Johnson 
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Mr. Vice President: How well have you known 
Billy Sol Estes? 

I can only recall one personal contact. It was in 
January of this year when he was in Washington and 
he was at my house at a reception attended by nearly 
a hundred other Texans. They were here for the 
Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner. If there have been 
other contacts I do not recall them, but they would 
have been very casual. 

Mr. Vice President: There are at least five 
letters in the files to Billy Sol Estes thanking him 
for cantaloupes and roses. How do you account 
for these? 

It is not at all unusual for people to send me a 
sample of a prod ct for which their section is famous. 
On that same basis I have received oranges from the 
Lower Rio Grande, honey from Uvalde, onions from 
Raymondville. Even though part of the reason for 
sending me such things is probably advertising, I 
am always grateful for the thoughtfulness of the people 
who send them. Unless it is a substantial gift which seems 
to have some strings to it, and which is sent back, I 
always acknowledge such things with a friendly note, 
sometimes composed and written by a secretary. 

Would the same thing be true of the letter you wrote 
Mr. Estes thanking him for his cooperation in connection 
with the broadcast of TV film clips and for the checks 
he sent helping pay for tapes for your weekly news-casts? 

I am not familiar with all of the details on how the 
film clips or the radio tapes were financed. These 
were public service programs and many people 
throughout the State chipped in small amounts to make 
these broadcasts available to the people of Texas. The 
details were handled by Cliff Carter and he will supply 
you with any information that you require. 
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Mr. Vice President: Are you going to fire Cliff 
Carter for his connections with Mr. Estes? 

Of course not. I haven't seen even a charge--
let alone evidence- -that he did anything improper 
or granted Mr. Estes any favors---usual or 
unusual. I think Mr. Carter can give a satisfactory 
explanation for any questions that you have. 

Mr. Vice President: How about your letter on -
(braceros, campaign, Mattox, legislation, etc.) 
to Mr. Estes? 

I do not recall it off-hand, but my staff will look 
up the correspondence and give you all of the facts 
upon it. We do not keep a Billy Sol Estes file. Our 
correspondence is filed by subjectmatter and date. 
If you have any questions, give them to me and my 
staff will supply you with the answers. We get 
about 75, 000 letters a year. Most of them are 
handled with a tag slip requesting the appropriate 
Department to consider the case on its merits. 
This requires quite a bit of filing, but I have no reason 
whatsoever for withholding any of the facts in this case. 

Mr. Vice President, did Billy Sol Estes call you and 
ask you to stop the FBI investigation? 

No --and I never even heard of it until I read about it 
in the newspapers. 

Was Mr. Billy Sol Estes a supporter of yours? 

I understand he supported the Democratic ticket. 
My campaign contributions and expenditures are a 
matter of public record, having been filed with either 
the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the Senate 
every year that I have engaged in a campaign. I do 
not recall any contributions to my campaigns from 
Mr. Estes. 
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Mr. Vice President: We heard all about Cliff Carter 
and the Mattox thing, but how about the letter you 
wrote Billy Sol Estes on Mr. Mattox? 

Frankly, I was very much surprised to hear about the 
letter. I checked the files. I discovered that Mr. Estes 
had written me about Mr. Mattox and he received a 
form letter in reply. Our file indicates that the answer 
was a robotype letter which would have been written and 
signed without my knowledge simply because a general 
form was used which I had approved for all such recom­
mendations. This form r.o.erely promised to put the 
recommendation in the hands of the people who make 
the decision and this my staff did. 

Mr. Vice President: How about the very warm telegram 
you sent to the Publisher of Mr. Estes' newspaper last 
July? 

Congressman Rutherford asked us to send such a telegram 
and we did so. This is hardly unusual. 

Mr. Vice President: The files show a rather warm 
letter to Mr. Estes for his support, dated November 19, 
1960. How about it? 

Many people wrote in to us telling us how happy they were 
that the Democratic ticket had been elected and how much 
they had done to support the ticket. Naturally they received 
acknowledgements which frequently were warm. I have 
never known a candidate for office yet who would refuse 
to acknowledge such letters and it would be rather 
unusual if they were not warm. My staff handles 
thousands of such letters. 
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Mr. Carter: D. you help Mr. Mattox get his job 
with the ASC Committee? 

No. He was elected to the County Committee by the 
farmers of Reeves County in 1956 and has been re­
elected every year since. That is not a Federal 
appointment. The farmers elected the County 
Committeemen by ballot. 

How about the letter {l~te you? 

(a) I acknowledge his letter, as well as a number of 
letters that were written to our office by people 

(q) 

(a) 

all over the country. In this particular case, I 
considered Mr. Estes' recommendation on Mr. 
Mattox with other members of our staff and we 
decided not to recommend Mr. Mattox to the White 
House. There was n thing against him so far as 
we knew. It was simply that he was not in the right 
geographic position for the State position. But 
whatever the situation, the fact remains that we 
did not recommend Mr. Mattox and he did not get 
the job. 

Why did you send a copy of Mr. Estes' letter to 
Larry O'Brien? 

As a matter of information. We sent virtually all such 
communications to Larry O'Brien at that time. But 
our recommendation for the position of State ASC 
Committeeman did not include Mr. Mattox and he 
did not get the job. 

What kind of favor did you do for Mr. Estes that led 
him to give you ten tickets to the Jefferson-Jackson 
Day Dinner in January? 

No favor at all. I ran into Mr. Estes and he volunteered 
that he had some extra tickets and wanted to know 
whether or not I could use them. This is a fairly 
customary procedure at such dinners. He gave me the 
tickets and I used them so stenographers and other 
employees who could not afford a large contribution to 
the Democratic Party could still go to the dinner. It is 
well kno~hat many people buy seats they don't need to 
such dinners simply because they want to contribute money 
to the Democratic Party. 
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Mr. Carter, how about the money that Mr. Estes 
paid for the radio tapes and the television film 
clips? 

I was in charge of coordinating the programs. There 
were about 200 people all over Texas who arranged 
for local radio or television stations to carry these 
tapes or clips as a public service. Mr. Estes was 
one of those. I don't think the Vice President even 
knew who was paying the money because the largest 
single sum that Mr. Estes put in at that time was 
$13. 00. Most of these payments were handled through 
the local radio station itself. These were solely weekly 
reports to Texas of the Washington scene and the then 
Senator Johnson's activities. The checks in each case 
were made out not to the Vice President but to the 
Senate Recording Studio. I frequently sent out notes 
thanking these people over the Vice President's signature. 

Mr. Carter: We understand that you had something to do 
with a letter that the Vice President sent to Billy Sol 
Estes on December 7, 1961 thanking him for "the hand 
of help 11 which the Vice President heard about from 
Frank Moore. What are the facts? 

At this point, I can 1t recall. I believe that Frank Moore 
Was in Washington and told me there were a group 
of people that had been very helpful in Democratic 
Campaigns and who would appreciate a note of thanks 
from the Vice President. Frank Moore is a member of 
the State Democratic Executive Committee. I receive 
and handle so many such requests that it would be 
impossible for me to remember all of them. 

Mr. Carter: Billy Sol Estes is quoted as having said 
he would call Lyndon Johnson or his office and get the 
FBI to stop the investigation. The Vice President says 
he did not call him. Did Mr. Estes call you? 

Yes, he did call me. He did not ask me to stop any 
investigation though. 
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What did he ask you to do? 

He under stood that he was being investigated by 
the Justice Department. He asked me to determine 
the status of the investigation and to call him back 
and let him know. I did not comply with his request. 

Did you call anybody in connection with the request? 

I did not act, but as a matter of curiosity I called 
Mr. Ramsey Clark in the Justice Department and 
asked him whether or not anything was going on. 
(I might add that Mr. Clark was in a division of the 
Justice Department that had nothing to do with the 
Billy Sol Estes investigation and I called him only 
because he was a friend.) Mr. Clark told me there 
was an investigation and I dropped it at that because 
I figured it was the Justice Department's business 
and that I had no business even informing Mr. Estes 
that an investigation was under way. Nobody to my 
knowledge asked the Justice Department to stop any 
investigation and I think that fact was rather well 
borne out by Mr. Estes' arrest. 

Mr. Carter: Your name keeps bobbing up in this 
investigation. How long have you known Mr. Estes 
and when did you fir st meet him? 

I guess it was in 1958 when I was living in Bryan. I 
met him through a Church of Christ minist r who 
was very enthusiastic about an inspiratio:Qt\ speech 
Mr. Estes had just made to some College students 
at Texas A & M. About a year later Mr. Estes joined 
a friend of mine when we were having lunch at a cafe 
in Pecos. I have seen him maybe three or four times 
since then, exchanged a few letters and talked to him 
over the telephone two or three times. 
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Have you ever done Mr. Estes any favors whatsoever? 

Aside from receiving his letter recommending Mr. 
Mattox for the State ASC Committee and considering 
it, along with many other names, no- -absolutely 
none. I guess that wasn't much of a favor since Mr. 
Mattox did not get the job. 

Mr .. Carter: The files 13.how that in January of 
this year you exchanged some correspondence with 
Mr. A. B. Foster of the Billy Sol Estes Enterprise 
concerning the transfer of cotton allotments from 
land condemned by the law of eminent domain. 
Apparently the Vice President wrote a letter on 
January 31 to the Se :retary of Agriculture asking 
that something be done about this matter. How did 
you get involved in this? 

The first thing I would like to straighten out is that 
the Vice President wrote a letter to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. He did not. What happened was that 
Mr. Foster wrote me asking me to look into some 
aspects of the transfer of cotton acreage under the 
law of eminent domain. I wrote Mr. Foster and told 
him I would call the situation ''to the attention of the 
proper authorities" and would be in touch with him 
when I received a reply. What I actually did was to use 
a printed form--a tag slip-- on which we typed the 
date January 31, 1961. This tag slip was not even signed 
and the name of the Vice President was typed on the form. 
The slip merely asked that the letter be given such 
consideration "as the communication herewith submitted 
may warrant. " The Agriculture Department replied 
with an explanation of the law, over Secretary Freeman's 
signature, and the letter was t1Dansmitted to Mr. Foster. 
This is the kind of transaction which takes place in our 
office 600 or 700 times a week. We have printed slips 
or form that make it clear that we are merely asking 
for a report. No letter went to the Department of Agri­
culture out of our office. 



It is not often that I am in accord with 
anything published by the lew York Herald 
Tribune - but I am with them on the inclosed 
article relative to your very, very dear 
friend, billy sol estes. We wqnt the 
facts, johnsono 
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Any one who says the late Henry Marshall 
shot himself in the stomach 6 times with 
a .22 rifle is a not. lie could have shot 
himself once - maybe twice - but not 6 times. 
Who, among your friends, were trying to get 
rid of rlenry Marshall, johnson. 
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t- his farm near Franklin. Local au- to the commissioner of irrirnigra­
;n thorities said he died perhaps five tion and naturalization, as saying 
, hours' after he fired five bullets in Washington that'the order went 
10 into his abdomen from a .22 cal;. to every port· in the natjon for re-
:1s iber, bolt-action rifle. lay to· transporation firms.· 

,\ • ; ;-r .. a ,, :· .. ' : :.1'. . . \ 
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How much did you get out of the estes 
deals, johns on. You are not above it, 
so do not come dee l ·1r ing that your hands 
are clean 2 - just about as clean as 
Castro's. 
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. his spectacular rise within a ·.rew_· ~·~:: ~hilting . operat!9ns , cost' taxpay:,-.. 'T. ·.-.", men~-owned ·gi:ain across half' the ~i· 
y~ars· as· a _large.scale. operator:;1/:~:ers ·".many;.i,m~.ny~~ millions·· of T • cou~try ,cost ~n.: average_ of _50;:,y; . 

( drawing millions of, dollars• from,•-~ .. dollars; they were largely the key- ·:· . cents a· hushet:•.:.:..·. approximately· .... 
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) . _durmg ··_these few_ years mtlhons _· ··tvestigating committee has a vol-.·, ~.be sold_ at a substantial.~1sco~nt~•:.; i•-; 
of bush_els ?f • gove~?~ent-~wned 

7
.. uminous record of such transac• •; , •. Two Agriculture officials - Ra.,: 

su:plus gram were.· mexphcably ; • tions. One· probe brought to light, , , land Ballou, then Assistant Depu- -' · ·\1 
shi~ted fr~~. w~olly • a~equate.. that the Agriculture , Department · ty Administrator for ·operations •~, 
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chiefly m Nebraska, • Iowa and . ship grain to the Pacific Coast for Service,' and Clarence Palmby,· 
Kansas, to Texas warehouses con• storage, ~lthough ample empty, ,' former . Association Administra: ... \' 
trolle~ by Estes. government bins were available ·. tor of the agency - were grilled 

1"' Y' •. 1"'. .. ,-..,: ·• • in the Midwest where these sur• 
1 

by Representative Fountain and i, 

_ Details of the extent • and cost plus· commodities were grown. • •• •. i .• • James Naughton, committee coun .. 
. of these singular transactions· are-~ ,r .. , Fqllowing are details, of this • ·sel~ regarding these extraordinary • : . ·I 
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PEYTON FORD 

LAW OFFICES 

.JESS LARSON 

ALBERT H. GREENE 

MICHAEL .J. HORAN 

DAVID M. HE:LAN 
FORD, LARSON, GREENE AND HORAN 

1000 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

June 6, 1962 

Mr. Cliff Carter 
Room 5121 
New Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Cliff: 

When you receive this, l~a 
\ 

PF:bt 
Enclosure 

I \ \ 

Sfncr 

\ 

me a call. 

CABLE ADDRESS "FOLAR" 

NATIONAL 8-OOSO 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

.J. HOWARD McGRATH 
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MEMORANDUM 

Basically., the proportions of the E tes case n tionally are 
wholly rtificial and undeserved. What justifie the national 
intere t -- and supports the pre ent overemphasi by the pr ss --
i not just the assumption of political involvements but is r ther 
the f ct that Billie Sol himself is so greatly overblown in the 
image of the pre and public. 

He i commonly id ntified by the mot complimentary terminology: 
i.e., "busine sman," 0 financ.;ber," "boy wonder," etc. Each of he e 
terms of identification magnifies the tory into om thing it i 
not. Estes is none of these things -- he is, demon trably stupidi 
his only magic was thievery and fraud: and to regard him s 
financier is as erroneous s to regard ab nk robber as a capital­
ist. 

Scandal tories of thi kind consi tently feed on glamorizing 
mall caliber cu prit into person of magnitude, importance and 

even respect bility. Under Truman such e the case for Johnny 
M ragon and a number of the other small fry at RFC. Likewis, under 
Ei enhower, Goldfine -- lthough he had ccomplished some sub tan-
ti 1 uccess -- wa magnifed out of proportion. Numerou other 
examples could b cited. 

The point is that-political Administration often llow them­
selve to be unduly emb rr s ed by r fraining from c lling crooks 
"crooks'' or pe nut oper tor "peanut operators. 0 It i my belief -­
nd my ugge tion -- that much of the steam could be taken out of 

the E tes affair if in ffect a spokesman for th Administr tion 
t the highest lev 1 -- would "red him out of the human r ce." 

To put thi in the proper perspective, Billie Sol op r ted 
highly refined holdup g ng. H got hie money from financi 1 insti­
tut·ons with paper rather than guns -- but the comparison is ex ct. 
Niceties of the 1 w id, his ctions wer thos of a criminal -­
not those of reput ble, proved nd st bli hed businessman who 
might b cla ified s t least gentl manly crook. 

I think these points are overlooked: 

l. 

fr~termined fa be arf\ .. _ 
,~dministraiive marking~'. ... > 

v ___ c1L_0n. ·i;•-•~Y~~ 

E te 'schemes had no po ibility of succeeding. 
If he had bought all the influence av il ble in 
Washington -- or if W hington had conferred vir­
tu lly every pertinent favor upon hi operations 
the venture still would have been foredoomed. 



2. His pricing policy on ammonia and his discount policy 
on th t nk ppr prove th the had n ither the sen e 
of bu ines man nor the senee of a mentally deficient 
criminal. He was imply not the bright, sharp, almost 
successful operator portrayed in the popular image. 

3. It was an es ential part of hi crimin lity to conceal 
his purpose behind a facade of religion. He has left 
hundreds of his fellow churchmen -- who were taken by 
him on this basis alone -- facing lifelong ruin. (Of 
course, the culpalbility of the churchmen th m lves 
is con ider bler since even those who r f sed to be a 
party to hi scheme failed to tak action against him.) 

4. What collapsed w s the element of hi op rations which 
had nothing to do with the Governm nt -- i.e. , his 
selling of nonexi tent tanks,. The only way in which 
thi could hav beens spected or detected would have 
required a surmise equival nt to a urning that car 
dealer regi tering new car sales t th courthous 
and meeting the monthly installment on the purchase 
notes was in ffect lling nonexi tent c rs. It i 

"··unreasonable to expect individual or the Government 
to have had such uspicions. 

Other point could be li ted. It is p rhap sufficient to 
make the final point that E tee has not enjoyed th trust, re pect 
or confidenc of the reputable b siness or political community in 
the re of his principal operations. Most successf 1 men knew 
long go that something w wrong with his oper tions and would 
not touch him. 

As result of the image given Estes by then tion l press 
at present,, everybody touched by him appear to be a coconspirator 
when in truth nd inf ct all of them wer victims of a criminal 
oper tion. Until a deliberate effort ie made to downgrade E tea, 
this asp ct will continue to contribute to trouble for the Admini-

tr tion. 

I would strongly sugge t that the weekly pres conference be 
used for a display of contempt for them n so that it is unmi tak­
ably cl r that there is nob is, need or d ire for the Admini­
stration to shelter and protect him. It is not enough m rely to 
announce that 11 resource of the Government are being marshalled 
to investig te or "get to the bottom" of hi operations. This 

- 2 -



kind of nnouncement only carries with it the implication that he 
had mor ubstanti 1, mor import nt and more ucce sf 1 opera­
tion th n ·ctu lly w s the c nd tl th w mor s b tantlal 
operator th n he facts demon tr te. If Pr identia display of 

nger -- dieting ished from irrit tion -- n contempt ould be 
express d, the whole thing would defl to proper proportions. 

Nobo y has y t ugge ted that Estes w crimin 1 or ven 
that hew 0 con° n. In fact hi reput tion is fr gre ter 
no n tion lly -- nd he i bin ex ted o much high r l vel 
n ion lly -- h n ver he tt ind mong tho e ho kn whim best. 

st s i thrivin on l this bee u he is a n of very modest 
in lle t 1 capaci y, who·~ cons ed mainly by ego. Defl te 
him urn th tide of public opinion into contempt rather than 
the re n awe -- nd, I think, th entir . ea e will s.hortly 
t lte on n ntire y . if.1.er nt perspective. E t do not r t 
with Insul f his or -- ox· v n w' ·h h Goldfines. H i 
prob bly not ev nth quivalent of B nJ c C ge. His i imply 
a mall-bor b rgl r who ~tole from both n ighbor and n tion 1 
corpor on. His c e place in prop r pr pective i a ca e 
for the police reporters, not a cs for th erious nation 1 
columni ,ts nd dito i lit. 

- 3 -
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~19 Nation·s lnvi1 
. , 

~_hips;:at '64: Fa: 
·' By Robert S. Burns • vited 

,Gov. Rockefellei. has !invited about. 
- . comm1 
19 nations to part:icipate in a sibilitl 
sailing ship r,~gatta t~ the Port dezvot 
of New York ·tn the s~mmer of to Ne~ 
1964 as one d' the many at- Mr. 
tractions for 'TJsitors · to the were 
World's Fair, ·it was announced Def ptahr-

- ' • • 0 € 
yesterday. \. note a 

One of the ships Mr. Rock-e- tions : 
feller hopes to_ .attract to the : "Alt 
first rende~ous of-tall ships in ·being 

• American waters • in .modem of this 
times is scheduled .to , sail up ment : 

: the Narrows this morning. She eratior 
1s the .three-masted, SQuare- that ti 
rigged .. West German. Navy sail m: 
training ship Gorch Fock. . seame1 
•. The Gorch Fock. arrived here world · 

• FJ;'iday afternoon on a goodwill honor 
'. , • · ·, . • , , r ,.., :'..,, .•,' · :._.,,.. , ,,:/ ".~1 • ,. · , ' • . , Associated Presa visit to the port. She was an- of. sail: 
) Her~''is- the "P~ffi~," the plane -'tli~i" f1e'J''~~o:i~t:th~\k:-half-mile, in England re-. chored in Gravesend Bay over ,to prol 
cently~~ John: C. ·; Wimpenny designed, piloied-: and ~ff\VERED this revolutionary-;_ the week end. Capt. Wolfgang will."' 

, • u, Ehrhardt,. her· master,, -said· he The 
• • • pusher ·propellor, at.\rear, and the 110-pound_ craft hoped to make part' of the trip ,the-:' c 

· ,,.. • f.?!,jJ_t-- , • ' ::., • : , 'i\,"'c.~•·t to Pier 86, Hudson River ·and square• 
; .. ,i. ·.\;;t\I\·., •. ~['.'~.i, u:· _, ,-~ .,-~ - . . ~ -1'.'·; '-' : W. 46th St.; under ·sail.: He will ship ·a1 

been ; obligated to verify the level on· Estes' recommenda- sail !or Kiel on May 14. . _ . ga.~ta. •. 
truth of cotton allotment trans.; tion. 

Mr. ·Mattox· said he • chairman"- o! the the na1 
tion Sa 

and .the countries. in- • Invit: 

•• ..... ,.,,,,:,1 * , Th~ Pecos officl~l declared for Estes. • ~t> Democratic _.nod to run !or 
: there was nothing wrong with Mr. Mattox admitted he and governor.· . _ . 
* any of Ms activities in con- others in Pecos were suspicious Mr. Mattox .said Estes' rec-

" Never - with y-our . 
jaunty Bond. raincoat. 
on deck. Big· choice. 

·-Small prices .. All typi .. • 
_cally Bond at 15 con-

* nection with Estes/ the :West of the _Estes' operations but felt ommendation to Vfoe-Presi­t Texas wheeler,dealer from Pe- the Stabilization Committee dent Joh:ru;on was one_ of sev­
·* cos whose indictment a· month could "not be judge and jury/' eral, none of which !Mr. Mat­
: ago. on fraud and forgery That responsibility rested 1'.qin tox sought. The job-member­
* charges ha· scaused a national Washington, he said, ?i ship on the Texas state stab .. t political scandal. . , • • · The interview was ·request- ilization •. committee--went ,to 
·* During·. a three-hour 1nter- ed by Mr. Mattox to "straight- someon~ else, and Mr,. Mattox 
l view· in Pecos, Mr. Mattox in- en. out" an assertion by ~t- stated he agreed ."with the 
* sisted his session with officials torney Wilson la.st week that Vice - President's- action-.-, and 

Jin ·.Washington was. "solely to Vice-President.· Johnson's :'Of- remains one of Johnson's . ; • ,-venient. • Me~ropolitan * clarify to the-Department what flee had gotten Mr. Mattox staunch supporters· andi ad- · .,: ··Bond store_s. • ·, • • 
l we ha~ !had ·--d~ne between_ tbe appointed to a Job at the state mirer.s.'k" " ' . - . -' 
* county- - committee and • the• . . . . .· ':il. ·" ; ... _ .. , .. ,. . , , . .. . ~ . _ . , * state'' in appPOving the trans- • • • • : -· •.< ;fY::;, ··~/~:-:. ,. -·.:· -:,··~:: .. ~:;.',,_::"-~-i~'·:,/, .. ;~';:--::;~;;. :'· '-{ :.::·-. ·.:\ • .• l .. , \ < ·;. ~J.·.~ ~_/" 
* fer of· cotton ·allotments from _ .. :,_,..__-. ___ , _____ "._ ~.'' 1 '··- • • • • • • • • • ,¥!1-~·•"1'"·'~, •• ,, •• , ... ,...::,, 'fJ•/~\ 0

~ • '· ;_ ~ - ... 
11 •• , • • • • ' • 

... •·~ .. ~ 
....... / '. 

·.~·~·>.:p-; 

·.•/!ft;\}:·.: 
,\ ,,! I 

::·.1/ __ .. ~·-.~~ .. ·~, .. ~~_:,· 

.... ,· 

i?:~} i ner. parties and social func-

, :t~3~ .. 

ft. 
:1;;r 
'ill/-, 
~I:':: 

••1~' :-1Jj~~= @~: ti.
0rt!' ~;as·;~ the '.Es,t~~ par.ty 

· l at the Kennedy • administra- .. _ .. ,. ...... ____ ,. _. 
': tion's first ·anniversary cele-
* bration on Jan. 20, a Democra-
* tic . fund-raising dinner for 
l which F.stes brought between 
* $3,00·0 a.ndl $6,000 worth of i tickets. - • • • , • - ·· ' · · 
+ LMr. Mattox said he also at­
: ,tended a. privaite dinner B:~::~he 
* Sheraton·:·. Park on Jan. 18 

... , .J where-Billle. Sol a~4 tytrs. -Estes 
-:_ .. , .. ~ .. * ~ntertained th.~ir spec~.al ~~~~~ 
· •:. , · * mgton friends~ .· ,J,{;. '.-...-:..:.,;.-.'· 

,: • : Mr. Mattox did not, e1a,borate 
* on t the- ·week's entertainment, l but an account in· • the Pecos 

Orient ··' 

·, n~sur•_ 

: Trav-

packed 

* Daily News, a newspaper owned t by- Estes, noted that the wind-• 
* up -affair was at Vice-President 
: Johnson's home. . 
* Mrs. A. B. Foster~ whose bus­
: band is office manager· o! the 
* Billle Sol; enterprises in Pecos, 
: said 1n an interview !or the 

: a step * hometown pa,per: ,. • • . 
. , . * .. Completing the· round of 

:i.ble in • ~, '· • t entertai-nment was· a tea sun-
---:·~:(.~·: day_ ~!.lie:noon--in the_ Johnson 

* fra..-: ~~ ·*home, a -three-story ho11.~ for-
» mPrlv hPlnnrri,, ~ -1-r '"---'. ~ ~ 

...... 

• a,, ~ • -·- • ., •• -\j:;~ ·., ~ .... :_!;~; .-'·• ~ .1~~ J~ • •• • •• ~-
:·.: •. • ', • •~~ _:,, : J:'u 

• 1 • J'". • ' • :, ~..,.. • • ..,,.Y ,~r :,i • ' ••~ • 

.~ '" \~:!;· 1 I. ~ • ' ~ }" 
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___...___ __ •STA TE •---------------------------------------------
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

AGRICULTURE 
BILLY SOL ESTES 

1514 Country Club Drive, Pecos 

AMERICANISM 
JERRY SANDERS 
Box 474, Levelland 

AWARDS 
JACK RYND 

1604 Hawthorne, Houston 

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
DOUG GUTHRIE 

3511 Bosque Blvd., Waco 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT AND 
FIRE PREVENTION 

JAM ES A. SCOTT 
2418 Jomar, San Angelo 

EXTENSION 
KNOX T. BEAVERS 

211 Gresham, Baytown 

FINE ARTS 
DAVE HARGIS 

2207 Norwood Drive, Orange 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
SIDNEY LEE 

2500 South Ervay, Dallas 

INTER-CLUB RELATIONS 
DICK DALTON 

2670 Burton, Fort Worth 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
CHARLES K. ALEXANDER 

2401 Guadalupe, San Angelo 

MEMBERSHIP & PERSONNEL 
JAMES H. HOWARD 

511 East Lamar, Palestine 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
ROBERT D. COLLINS 
400 East 2nd, Austin 

PROFIT MAKING 
TOM INABINETTE 
Box 941, Harlingen 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND 
LEGISLATION 

R. J. "Skeet" WALTON 
Baker Hotel, Mineral Wells 

PUBLICATIONS 
BILL SUDA 

3701 Buffalo Drive, Houston 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CLIFF HORTON 

Box 9417, Fort Worth 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
ROBERT L. HUNT 

531 Sunnyside Drive, Tyler 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
TOM DYE 

123 Commerce Street, Dallas 

SAFETY 
CHARLES REHN 
Box 3088, Austin 

SPORTS 
EVERETT BAKER 

3309 Robertson, Houston 

TRADE PROMOTION 
BUDDY GRAY 

1600 9th Street, Ballinger 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
ARNOLD BARNES 

504-10 Interurban Bldg., Dallas 

EXAS JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OFFICE OF THE STATE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

April ?1, 195' 1+ 

-• Johnson 
D.C. 

DoaJ: t1r. Johns on, 

I think you !'.1avc d"lnc a gooc. job for Texns and • 
our country and I am going to svpport you lOO;o • 
for reelection. If I can be of any service to 
you in any ,•ray, plee,se let me J.r,.now. 

""tours ver··· trulv ,. 

. ,y t0 --J;jj:?i~. 
Bil'Lie Sol Estes 

--------------"TEXAS JAYCEES GET THE JOB DONE"--------------



October 20, 1956 

ear Billy ~·01 and Mrs. E tes: 

yo· 
.... Vf:!l'Y important t ou • peo,: le. 

I - d 
f , .~ '- f .. tu yvt : 

~'arty at tucL an im ,ortr. ... nt time~ 

Sinc~rely, 

Lym.on :3. Johnson 

.1. ~ 'f;. Bi l ,. So! Est,.; s 
{.,co~? T .Xe s 

GER:mj 



MIDWEST GRAIN 
SHIPPED BY U. S; 
TO ESTES' BINS 

'• ' • :, ~--:'-; r • 4 
,._ • i • - •• ~! '-~,i:r-i, ;_,.', t ,,I ti~-; }•)f , ~• i-,,~ ('?;~ 

I
" .( s·to· ,·1e·,~·-·_ Wa' t'c• lz'!l'. "a' n' . 11 ND ON Es I A N s·. Uni~ States • pact;-~ Secret_ary; materfa!,}~tit ~e. 

11 
,_ .. of State Dea~ • Rusk ~pres~ed,,: )~t? ~e: epen.: -~-,~~ 
- . ,. • concern ·at the -soviet. buildup_ ;::~:'.::~iklt! ,Th~,r~ -T o· ·G E T M O R E' Qf, arms fn' ,Indonesia. 'H~ said. i::-:n?ren,ii,cli" .'Nikita 

· • , - • tht~, J'Jnited States ·.want(' 'ilie· spenq,·n~ir~y · t~o 
•. : • • • • • • • the delegl 10n~ ar 

• _ 1. !--' ._,. • dispute settle~_ pea~eably.] ., ·'-✓ said· the· 1k was 

RUSSIAN --ARMS ~0,~'t_ Say ~~ow Much _ • :'At thi ~ception 
• . .. _ .. _Neither: ~o"ygm • nor. _In~one-~ttend_~q • y__; a·. la 

_ ·• • • ; , • i_;)"" . . SI~ ,-otflClals_; would Indicate diplomat .and SC' 
.. ~·MOSCOW, May ·s(~-The So- how much ·-aid fa being ·given Kosygin'_· aitl:- ,·\t 

vie~ ·uni_on today. ag~~ed, t~ ~ive: ~r what 'l;~pe~/!/~~~ a{; ___ ,. I?e-__ '.•;· :,,~tt~~~~.n~s!f has:~ 
, Indonesia -~ore. arms to fight' mg sup~Ft.d•... '.i· ~'.-'- , ;"ft;};"'H ,; fi:d;;:me~) to get,; 

. . the Dutch in West New Guinea -> T~eret--was' spe~ulatilm_ ~-~hat: bµLHoJiUnq/ answe 
. ,,. ' •. d· ... · · - , •. • :... .-, •. · . .,,¥ • " h ~ome. sort ,,of ·seat craft~_be j~~tion~f ng pro~O· 

• Granaries, -Looted for. 

J exan, .. Dirk!ftm -Says· 
1 

, a_~ • reasser~ed ~ts_ . _ sympa! Y include~ .,, ~ t}1e.. RusS1ans: to,. cl~ar t~ '~lfj th;itHI 
BY WILLARD EDWARDS __ ~It~- the"}_TT~~n~_s1~~ campa1~~-mo_ve-m~_asi?~--~f~~ce~ _to, ~~\:V; ar~.~·dire\~\~'. b.Y., t. 

• [Chicago Tribune P/9'9 ServlceJ -, • ; -_ t~' ad~-';' Jhe,J. terr1~ory . t9:. i_ts, 'Gumea .. : •• ~(,:!:'.,\~,~¾ -~'1'.'."'l zl:~1.~_-;r-~·a S'S i:-:. '_· J n g. _1 C( 
.Washing tor,, May 8-Mi9west. •. j sprawling As~an~s ... : .;7, C .,: ·, -~ • ,"-:: : i Ganis. ·. H01 sono,:~\: lndmmsian': "southeast' ;.'~sia. f:(1 

granaries were· looted by the : ·,--Soviet p611cy' was.'·outlined by· spokesman,_.-v,hen ·asked .'it the·: ~ust r-few :Jr~fne~;; 
government to send millions· of :. 'Alexei' Kosygin/a, firstrdeputy ·equipment wot1ld:irtclude ~k..: )o~d'ataip§t It]do 
bushels of grain to ~he Texas : I>~e~ier, µi. ~. brief· speech at a ets,- sai~ ;'"we·-, _already· \h::ive ... ~ ~~se ~~£>1f;e;ggr_~ssi 
·storehouses of Billie Sol ·Estes,· -' '. .. 'receptfon·· for· a·: -group-: of In;.: rockets·~, ·.He ts.aid .. these_ Ul1re ·n· --1~:,'.·;Z-.-~'!Jy;~t--:~ ____ .;. • • 
Sen.-Dirksen. [R.;, lltJ reported .. eone~i9.n ~ yisi~o_rs: . Tp~. agre~i;. in:_-earlii( s~~~~nts. -~e. ~.~id_. -;,-; Ofl{ll:,~~~-J,.e ;j~ft 
today. , . ./ '·'";'.·f: :-',_··,,;-" • t~ ·rnent on arms was .confirmed m_ no-., Russian :·-,rmhtary,. • m1ss1on ~:.:1Prffic~fo~"?,.lll.,-'t] 

~s a result, grain was being' \_ . . . . . ._ : ·a . speec~;., by. Foreign: Minist~~: ,~ould ,.acc9_~P!IlY. the_·~~-aP<lJ~t. ~:Ife~.\~ijtt,~1d,~n~~ 
shipped to Texas from as far· ., lmpnson~d ~Y __ c~gel~ke fence, Subandr10 of Indonesia.: t-_, .: ' , . There. were_ 1nd1cations from. Carmel;1~fl1J.;;f1wasi 
away as Kansas, Dirksen said,-_ma·ssive; 'pre-fnc~. stone :figure <: [Irt ·_Canberra, 'where he -is .. at-· western ,so~tce:f that the. Iml~ .. truck-;car\~o,~~sion:\ 

_ leaving midwest granaries de. keeps ':igi_l_ !1.':~r:,~i.hu,anac~· in· tending .. a meeting of m~mb~rs n~~iai}s/.; \V~I'~ :·· J:i·~;; Ji~il~--¾ disal'i-: ,war;1t1~.t
1
~:r.e81; ~il 

/ p]eted t~ 25 per cen~ or.cap~clty Boli~ia .. 'r '·:!~i,;i~~;:;x,~'i-~;._ [UPI Pholo] --~{)~ the Au_traliaq-New Zealand.. ,point~~: .. ·~t'i_tr~~ :~mount ;of tlit<here-~iJ9.9a,Y,.~/ ~i ;/~ 
• or lower;. Because of: overhead'-! • 

costs, including. ,insurance, • a .. 
granary operator ,:begins: 'losing 
money when ·capacity . sinks 
below 25 per cent.,•_\,:-~ 1., -~ih·, : 
•• Est.es, the • -west ·Texas~ land, 

'·grain;_._,. cotton,.•~ and ...fert~izer 
deaJer. who has . been-. ind1cted 

-for fraud, had 6,300,006 bushels, • 
in government gr~i_ns_ in storage 
in July~ 1959. · - ,: -;,•.,.·.,. • :?--,. ·-,.' ~~1• 

Reaches 54,000,000· Bu. • 
Dirksen's report said this in­

creased to 16,900,000 bushels in 
-1960, to 34,300,000 in 1961, and· 
reached 54,000,000 bushels on. 
April 3,' 1962.,:.. • , , . \ • _ 

The total • capacity· of the 
United Elevator compa11y con-.·· 
troled by Estes was . 54,000,000 
bushels. He had another 33,000,-
000- bushel:-capa~ity in addi­
tional. granaries .. • . . . , . ~-~-~,. 

Secretary· of Agriculture ·or: 
ville L. Fr-eeman sai_d' yester-'. 
day there was no evidence that 
Estes· had received-special fa";-, 

, ors from ·bis department. .. , _'·~ • 
. Dirksen reported to-a. meeting __ . 

of Senate Republicans -who ,are. . 

plaints, have been.re c-~1v e ~ fW 
from granary operators1 m Ilh• ~M 

'd t • :&· noi:; and_. other_ mi we_s ern- W 
states; Dirksen said; , that they t 
are sufferi~g • tosses beca:~se·.of . ij: 
elevators depleted , . by ship- H 

men!s~!~/~:•~n:e;ti~~~ljn \: • 1) 
, • 1n' ~ho.th, Hause ; and--Senate;· {/6 
demands were., heard ·again ~to:.:· MP 
day for a congressional investi.:._ ff. 
gation of 'the • agriculture • de--'· 
partment. .:· practices. pi~ksen 
~aid .. he ... hop~d a· prehmmary 
:.;t11dy heing conducted by the 
investigating committee of ,Sen~ 
Johnl L. McClellan [D.,.~Ark.l 
wuuid cl e ve 1 o p ,intq . a_,.,!ull-
fledged inquiry._. . .. • .. 

McClellan ~said he hoped to 
announce in-another. week what 
course his committee will pur­
sue. He· has a staff of investiga_•: 
tors in Texas. • ·- •. . ' ·-. •;/._ 
' Former President· Eisenhow-• 
er, who-is coming to Washing­
ton, Thursday to ·hold. a pr~ss 
conference ··after·:.meetmg.:~ ~1th 
H'-'n11hli,:..::1n lMtrtPr~. will un-



i 
/• 

-,t-' -......-1 ... ""' .............. t'"'...,et·-.,1.!'-~: .-.., ........ , ~=:~;:;::; 

f1. .. , :·: :-plaints'~ haver.:been'· r.ie c ,eiv. ed., fri:' 
:::1;11~Jrom :gram{pfope~itor.s't,~ri;lµF-:,f} 
.:.~it~~ . noii\.~d:ot;~te.t,,.~~Jnt.dw~st~~ . . W 
://,·.-,states ·":Dirksen ··said'*'th~t•they.-.-f% 1·\.,,, . ,.. .-~ ,.· ,.,., .• ... _, •. '<' f -~ 
·./~i;i~ ar~ 'suf{er)~g;}osses,t~,~9,~~s,~ :~..:', '~t 
·~ •,Yl\ elkvators l~•depleted~~,/ljy: -,.sh.IP:':. ft: 

\,,'c't t:", ·I .-••, ~. ,; . ~ ... ·:~-.,..,~•-~•:.-~~ -~~~A.~'.11•,,..tl~.-.;,· ~;;:'.,. '•;mehts to .1.exasr, •,.:~ .. »tt\~~I--'"'··"'·:.~. [i: 

ttt~:~;:_; ~!ti~i?:.{~ti~J~f ~i:if ~~J0~l:i~; ;-~~~~> 
~il¼',-1 l~••·1ri· .. ·both· .·l-Thus~ ;.,an<F·S$:!nate-;-, -l'=,~<:;, 
,.~,.,.,:r\.1 ._. •• ,,_ ... ,.:i~ ·'"'<"l'::v ••. h'', ··a·" .. -~ ··11·'.:tj.."'i ,:::if:~? • ''.;;, .. \, .·de1nanas: were, ear ·:ag~l - .. u~ •. ;:::::};:/ 
• ••• ,: • day for a ,.congressional-investi.:, }{W_· 

gation: of ·.the~···agriculture-fd~: • .=: 

• p-artmen__t/'.prac~ice~:.: .•. 1.Dirksen •. 
• said .. be ... hoped ;a: ::prel~~1nai'.y • . 

conducted -:hY t~e 

, 16 by Ju~e Robert .J. Dunne o( k, -;J::;-:· ..• .-... ,,:~,:~:~'::-:::~:-~.f7:i:•:<:,•$t,,~:{•{:::Ak-~ffe.-:.~:-w.mf/::::~.::~f* l■,:-· Jt 
-. \, • P:obaw , court in r connecti~n f{i.f:~:-tt}~f t~:K!~ff;:\fa~~tt~JtttJfi~ti~-·-'R¥fkt~1~·- ~~1- ~1~ ,. 
• • w1th1 fmolher estate matter. - ,r·:'.~•::•<;:~::·:-·:~>?t}~~ .. :':?w.~:;:;•:::.!.:,:~·.:::·•:~:{':;;:?:'4:<'{i~t'x-,., ; ~ ~~ft.;;-ill : ,~ ~; . 

r •' • .. amount of tax 
1
claimed due. It :t.kt::,!::f-tdf1-:WW:,:;t-aj,ix-4;$.J:~~ . ,t.-,£?,ixruL. 1l:&¥..:0;ft.:;,,*-W.~::¥ti.#f~~<:,' .... 0:: .-,: , , 

, • , • • ,1,.;,,&.,. s.i ~::¾-7,•·· •Ji.f3:-w. ~f','····-,,~ ❖- ·f5:-W.J . ·• ¥-Wm .... -::Jre~J.fi.fJ, ;;:~-~~~--~0.:-==@;»,:,.,~,~f.'J.:« ~"-,;-.-~~, », • 
'.t ·1~ was alleged Bertli_ng P(!Ck~ted \~$}fl~t4.;~1{}~itf}J$.'.¾ffi?\t.f\~1 · ... :,:·_;, J~ ~·j@[~yiM[f1E(4:tlMfff,f~jMJh4!il.lt7">_~f ?t 

~;;'"· 'the_·improper savings: '· •. • ij1.wl■.¼.Wi}J<q{flr¥@f•., .,£(0+t~'··{tf£1$~f4fffll:~·tt¥if}~)m1. · ~--t:··~~- :;,,, · 
'· ,..-• , • • • .-:~}Jf''::t'~'~ :::v.:r.,·-:-· •·❖~/. ~f;❖-l@l • • :·,::?:--• -: 0· ❖ ~}':-:~-::-~:?.:;.-Y,;,',~f~".f::i,~;,-:ff ·-:=:'<ff~@?.~-·· ·· · •Xya~f "' 

"
t 
.t THREE B O A T-S . AW¥141f ~xw ;f.(~ . i~~4r-,,=-t; ,-~,. ~ -•~Jft1\:··-:r,:1~t~£f:\ . <' ·,✓--m~> ~~;% .. •• ~ -~ 

,}_ 1N AUCTION Bi 't~"f"i.ii!f :~:, ",:, ~~ , '.' ;",~ / 1~'~. , ; , • ; >" "4 '. . * 
,,i~ '•J.,, POLICE,1·TODAY ;fri•:-'."l'•tP"r,:'•',j<_,t·'.0·'/' :,·~:r . , ·"':':~·::.: _ .. ~ 0 - • •• ,:.,_,..._.,.,~,~: --_-, • • ' ., ·,.: 

1 

• :;>;}Thfee ding~ys l.m _be among: ·•·<11'\N ~-';! 11\' A e--M · .:'A·-I\., SH I p·. 
-A-.. ~ • the stolen and uncla1mect arh-· l '·. ~ "~ • ,, ~f•:{-.1.. I v.1 . Jt\. I.," ' , r. . ll tJ 

'", l • t· eel t'11 • t d .. ,,.,,. - '~ ,,•i'.r• ~~-,.!"!'<',)f·,.,,1,•·;,;-:u ''X"J ·-~t .. l e·,-· ·:-~ i;.---- ·• •.. ,",, ,.,, .. ,,. ·/r ,,,, ,C es auc 10n a .+- a: m. 0 ay .• , '.";~-~ •. ''.{~Ji<·· , , ,.-!f";)"·~·-. ,' J,·;._''.(.:,.r,,l,",,,>,h~-:~1": -;•:/'j~s; .t:"·,~~:'i..;.:-·:t-:o.r-: -· t f;;•:.'it';:t: ,, .. '.. ,;- , · Jt,?.r•.,/ 'f,; ;. ,_-- 1 ·• , : 
)-Ji...... ... • ,. • d t ~~ .. ~•••11'1,.,4~\'~:~-~ ... t'-·""'"'1'..l1 ..... ,,~~il •.,i.;. 11,,..'( ..... ·~----&~t"'"'tuJ! .. ;,,. '"",}f"'• ... 1-.'..1 ... ~~•~,., .. 11~ ... :,t.. .. ..ir.•,· i~ 

, .i.::r: :e~~i;~f;~~OL~~~1t :.~~;~~ .:: ;\?ta\:.~i~;-·-~> ;· •s- ,;7,;m70•0·~•,~,il'! ;..i,~t'·'':,..1~,'r,• :·. r~::i,r~:1 ',..u~,\\';,' r,:~ ·,;·:'n·'-~--j;r ■ nr.i~ g 
i);:~;.~: J3es!de·s the~d!nghys; ~~e\s~le '-';··~· : , , -~ ._ . · . · ' i. , -. I t 
\\ I • will include air ·.cond1tioners, ll,.: , • , .-:.: .: _.,J . . . , . , . ·. _ ,. . , _ 
'. tbl d'~, ...... ·" t!•, j.. • .,"•~"' Jl.,• • ~·. • .• ,. ,.·.~ .. l- .. 'l•"•\··:~•.·· ....... ,.,..I .. ,~, ... ~ J .' . •, ·.\ •• ~-power:Jawn mowers, a e mo -: •·,: • 1/1 -·;·\~>.~""· -1~:-,; -,,._::~.i~.;r ... ,·'-\!:-.~:-~ f:[,,,--r;r."-.::,:~ r--, .,..,~:r: · ·'- __ ,;,i.:i·}·, ~-.-. .- ~ ;,· •··:"'.·,, .t ._ :1-,,, -t/ /;;·-:,.: · . 
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RECORD~=--=P:.......=Y:..___ 
DOMESTIC SERVICE 

Ch·cck the c1;.ss of service desired; $ 
otherwise this message will be 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

otherwise the message will be 
sent as a fast telegram s WE, STERN UNION Checktheclassofservicedesircd; 

sent at the full rate --------
TELEGRAM 

DAY LETTER E TELEGRAM 
1211 (4-o5) 1-F-UL_L_RA_TE ______ _ 

LETTER TELEGRAM 

NIGHT LETTER w. P. MAR·SHALL. PRHIDENT SHORE-SHIP 

NO. WDS,•CL, OF SVC, PD, OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

u. s. SENATE 
S,nd the following message, subJect to che terms on back hereof, which are here~ agreed to 

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES 
GREETINGS 

.,,, 

OFFIC L BUSINESS 
NIGH* .LET-T-E - Ch apest R t 
JULY ZS, 1961 

Mr. 
The 

Hawkst Publi h r 
: y w 

0. HE BI TH 

HAT F EE 

C A Y .. W • 

LE 'I SERVES 

EROF 

TH COUR GE A D WIELDING 

CON 

MAY 

AND 

THE 

THA P E WITH SPONS,IBILITY THE p !,cos NEWS' CAN OPEN 

A NE - CHAPTER O GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR THIS VAST 

AND IMPORTANT REGION OF THE LON• STA STATE, UNAFRAID 

TO D EAM OF HORIZONS UNLIMIT D AND UNAFRAID TO FIGHT FOR 

THE P OGRESS THAT WILL MAKE THOS R A COME TRUE. 

L N O B., JOHNSON 
Vice Pre ident of th Unit d States 



J. T. RUTHERFORD 
CONGRESSMAN 

16TH DISTRICT, TEXAS 

C!Congrcss of tbc llnf tcb 6tatcs 
1',ou~t of l\tprt~tntatibtj 

ma~bingtont m. ~. 
July 20, 1961 

The Vice President of 
The United States, 
u. s. Senate Office Bldg., 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Lyndon: 

The first edition of the Pecos Daily News, a 
regional newspaper, will be issued on July 30. I have 
been advised that its President, Mr. Billy Sol Estes 
and its publisher, Mr. Preston A. Hawks, would be highly 
honored to receive a telegram from you which might be 
reproduced in its first edition. Such a communication 
may be addressed as follows: 

Mr. Preston A. Hawks, Publisher 
The Pecos Daily News 
Pecos, Texas 

Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly 
appreciated. 

PA. o - ':h.( ,-,,o. ~\. 't>~ 

ADDRESS 
ROOM 1315 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

' S.l.c. ~ , 









OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Walter, 

The attached is per your 
request at the staff meeting 
for information about the 
Reeves County man at the 
1956 and 1960 conventim So 

CCC 



For the State Democratic Convention held in 
Fort Worth, Texas, September, 1956, he was an 
alternate in the Reeves County Delegationo 

Reeves County voted with Jim Sewell at that 
Convention in opposition to the Johnson-Daniel motion 
regarding the seating of the El Paso County Delegationo 

At the State Democratic Convention in Austin, Texas 
in June, 1960, he was a Delegate from Reeves County o 

Reeves County voted against the Alex Dickie motiono 

Although he was an Alternate Delegate and a 
Delegate, as listed above, there are no records to show 
whether or not he actually attended these conventionso 

An item of interest is reflected in the fact that 
that he headed the list of inaugural invitations as submitted 
by Senator Yarborougho 
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?\..~a.in the assiex1m.::mt ot tho Uni4cmn Grain ''tom.g 
J'.erocment ea.rnir..ga und thnt Sol vents sho.U take all 
action, 1nclu.dine legal action cs Solve ta e.nd. Txustee 
'l:1JH;/' deem ~roprio.to, to "reeover the createat sum i: 
sondbly pocaible'' uuder the asni~t. Any such ~,\,&,U, 

as mI/13' be recovered by Co:nmcrcial Solvents, hovc.)\rer, 
will be pa.id to the ~tee for dioburs$Cllt ey the 
~ee to Solvents and other creditors au pro-dded in 
the tipul&t:lon e:nd ~· more ~ discussed bel.ow. 

In lieu or the lienn., assi,snments, secur.1t1.:·1nztruments, 
etc. ( other than the assignment of Uniforr.(Grain Stor­
age .Agreement eo.rnings) which tho stipulation requires 
Solveµts to transfer to the ~tee, Solvento is c:tvcn 
a ~~inui.na general lien ror about $5. 7 million on the 
proQ¢.''O.S or sale or thoae assets which Ja.tfe 1$ obllea.­
ted .. "tP dispose or under the terms ot h1o purchase cao 
tract v.l.t'b. the ~tee cmd ~on all a"'~or funds crA. 
prol)crt:, excluded from the sal of Estes• assets to the 
.Alnofican Grain Cor.pora.tion and upon such other property­
M -~ be o.cquired by the !l'rwltee o.tter tho ot1pula.t1on 
is entered into. 

e. tinder the stipulation -which wo received from the 'rrustoe 
for preJ.1m1nar.Y' rev1ev 1 Solvento wuld not be entit1od 
to share in· 61:JY' tunds realize by the Trustee o.fter 1 t 
rece$,ved the full emount ot ita unocCUI'\.'1 cltlim.,,. as com-

. pr0m;oed., in the mnount of $3.7 m:l.ll1on. In tho revised 
stiplU.ation., ~lvents• cla1m1 represented to be $5. 7 tdl­
lion, 1a not reduced. However, as a. practical matter, it 
sppco.rs 1ml :1ke1y that there Vill be sufficient c .. '3scts for 
Solvents to realize substantie..U.y more than the 3.7 mil• 
lion p~ded for in the stipulntion which we first received.. 

All moneys received by the !J:1ru3teo from Jtlffo and , 
mone-J'S paid °b"J Canmodity Credit Corporotion to Solvents 
under the assignment ( except for ccr~in ck---ductiox,..s pro­
Vided tor in ~nh 2 ot E.xhibit C of vhich no copy 
has been supplied} arc to be distributed by the ~ruatee, 
one-third to Sol -nts and two-thirds to unsecured crcd .. , 
itors until the Tru.stoe has paid the lesser of eithor 
the tull c.mount at all.owed clrdms 01' $5 million to un­
secured creditors. P~t C: tbe bolAnca 0: ouch funds 
shall then be made only to Sol.vent until r-oivei1t$ has 
received $3.7 vdllion. !Lbereatter, arq remnin:tns coll c-· 
tions• 'Which e.:re wl1kel¥ to 1n ~ eubatmltial amount, 



ohall be distributed one-third to Sol.vents and two­
thirds to unoecured crad.1tors until Solvents has been 
paid $5. 7 lnill.1on. 

3 

An altcnu:ttive formuJo. for distribution 1s cor.rta.L."1.ed 1n the rC?Viaed 
otipulation .hich vould e:gp~ only it thoN o.rc priority clairJs 
(such o.s all.owe:\ cl.aims of the Govcrmoont not collected by setott) 

tich eunnot ·be satisfied fran those assets Wicl1 are bcl.ng · -
ud.ncd by the Trustee and, thcrefo , r.nuet be puid from l,)rocc I.'.< 

vhich would otb.ervice be clistributcd to SOlva:rts cro,. unoccured. 
creditors. Under this altornati't--e formula.,. Solvents, in the in- • 
1tinl stages 0:: distribution, wul. rce.e ve e, greater share of 
the proceeds rcmailling ai'ter :p~71:lel1t or suoh prior.tty- clo.ims t...~ 
under the genero.l :formula. In later stS8es·ot clist.-,lbution., th 
she.re to be paid to unGceu.red creditors vou1d inc~a.se so tho.t, 
11" sutticient funds ere availnblo, the ultimate res\ilt undor the 

- alternative formula would be substantial.13 the eamo ·cs under the 
eenerol formula._. . 

1e rev16ed at1pulation also gives Solvents the r:lgb.t, ·v.1th the 
Trustee, to approve or disapprove sales cf a:n:J' _••substantial. asset; 
llhic..'1 Jatte 't1lD:y' make under his egre.ement With the frost e. 

At the present time the hearing on tho ~stee'a :petition is sch 
ulc:d for SeptG:m.ber 19, 1962.. We haw rcqucst~'ti the tk.1>o.rtmont of 
Juatice to a.rroJ1$0 with the Asaiatant Unitod States p.ttorney at El 
Po.so to obto.in ore time fral the Court for considc:t.p.tion of th 
revised ct:l:mil.ntion and. sales eontr~. If the ·court ref'useo to 
ei~ont the Go en ent moro time to reviw these proposals, ve have 
SU£:GC'"'t d to the Department ot Justice that the United States At• 
tornc-J obj ... \i to them for the record in order to prosc.rve 611cll 
rlehtG -s tho Government ~ haw to appeal tran any ordera wilich 

e Court ~ if it is concluded~ after ~is, that Wl 
appeal is warranted. 

In the final. nna.l.ysio, the sti:puletion between the Trustee and 
C ercial tielvents and the Ja£fe sal.es cement do not ar:f'cct 
th· existing rights r..nd obligations o Commodity Credit Cor.pora­
tio."l end the Department of J\t.p:'iculture. The purchase price to be 
po.id by Jaffe is a fixed. runount ai.1d. is not depemlont upon any- ea:rn• 
ings 'Which he mey- receive under the Uni!'om Oro.in storage Asreeownt, 
1f he is a:PJ.')roved or such an~. !lho amount of warehouse 
charges to be paid by Commodity Credit Co~tion gO'Vi'!:rncd b'tJ 
the terms ot the Unifcm Grain sto~e Agreanent, and 'Whatever 
rt~"'° ot eetott Cammottity Credit Cor.pcx-nUac now has for the 
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• v1l1 be bT .,t,. ~~~ 1D . • • 

cc: OHN C. F.M. Curley, D/J, ltOLO lll.dg. 
Al;f'rcd Herbel.in# R/A1 !CCIIU)le 
C .li • !oseley, Dir., Pal las ASCS CommodiV Ottico 
Dept. of Jtwtice (2) , , 
!illanas R. Huahea ;_/" 
Jab.11 P. Duncan • 
Fiscal Division, ASCS 
Gen.aral Counsel (3) 
Boland ~, ASCS 
E. A. Jaenke, .ASCS 
Mr. Pickard 

JA!Iarris: lmb 9-19-62 

!GWELL 
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,,, 

. CI i ff Carter 

BOX 1052 

PECOS, TEXAS 

December 12, 1960· 

207 U.S. Court House 
Austin, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

MAY4 
.... 

- e1c .., , 

Soon t ere wil I be appointed five members to the I~l~~ 
State A r i cu I tura I Sta i Ii at ion Conservat i 9n Comm It ~e .. . ;[ 
and I have een qr V r ng cons raerab I e thou<1ht as to w. at~ ~,-f, I' 
mn"""wou Id make a qood member from our section of t ~, .. ~~) 
state. I have talked with many people of thi e~ and 
I think we ave chosen a man who is well af ified and 
wil I do a good job if appointed to ·s Committee. I / 
woul? I ike to rec~mmend Bill Mat~o-·~- ~~co~, Jex~s for 
appointment to this very -impor ant Committee. 

I think this Committee should e composed of ~ual ified 
men who are willing to work dil iqentl at the job as the 
Committee administers agricultural programs with respect 
to al loting of acreage of al I crops whic have controll­
ed ere ge, price supports on various crops, A.C.P. funds, 
conservation reserve, loan programs, and many other im­
portant farm programs. 

I am attaching a summary of the nualifications and back­
ground of Rill Mattox whic I think will enable you to 
hetter understand im. I wil I deepl appre iate your 
support in getting Bill Mattox appointed to this Committee 
a I know we are interested in qettinq a man appointed who 
wil I look after the interest of the people and the welfare 
of our countr. I think this man wil I carry out the job 
in a manner th t wil I make us proud of our sele tion. 

Yours very trul , 

BSE:ds 

• 





Bill Mattox is wel I ~ual ified for a State A.S.C. Committeeman 
·and is the type man th~t wil I represent the interests of the 
people and the state. 

He was reared one farm and began demonstratillg his ability as 
a leader while in high sc~oolb He served in various capacities 
in school orqanizations and was en outstanding footbal I player 
in high school. He earned a football scholarship to Oklahoma 
University where he plaved footbal I from 1939 to 1943, heinq 
chosen on two Al I-American teams. He graduated from Oklahoma 
University earning a Bachelor of Science degree. He again de­
monstrated his ability as a leader bv being chosen to important 
•nd responsible positions in various organizations while attend­
ing Oklahoma University, some of which are as follows: 

President of P.K.A. 
Outstanding officer in Military Honor Society. 
Member of Inter-Fraternity Council of Oklahoma 
University. 
Member of Student's Executive Committee for 
OklahoMa University. 
Served as instructor of mathematics and gunnery 
for basic students during aenior year~ 
Preaident of University Military organization. 

He •ttended Officer's Candidate School at Ft. Blis&, Texas and 
gr•du•ted in top I 0% of his c I ass and was coama i ss i oned an officer 
in Field Artillery. He served with the 242nd Field Artillery 
Batt.lion and early in the war was sent to the Eur•pean The•tre 
under Genera I Pa·t·ton' s Fourth ArlllOred Division.. Bi 11 Mattex re­
ceived five battle stars in the campaign and, also, was decorated 
with the Bronze Star and Soldier's Medal for bravery beyond the 
ca I I of duty. He I ater ser•ved as Contmander of Prisoner of War 
Can.p-No. 27 under direct comMand of General Patton and received 
• letter of commendation from General Patton fo~ his outstanding 
service. At the age of 27, he was appointed to a job that Cftrried 
the rank of Lt. Colonel while serving as Troop Com~ander of Third 
Army Headquarters. In 1946 he had a death in his famil-y and was 
placed on inactive duty due to family hardship. 

He returned to El Paso where he was manager of a f~milv owned Sin­
clair Oil Distrihutorship before movin~ to Pecos, Texas ·in 1947 
where he has I ived since and has been an outstandin9 farmer and 
citizen in the community. He has continued to demonstrate hi_s 
ability as a leader hy heinq very active in civic and communitv 
affairs and has served in manv positions of leade-rship includi,,q 
the fol lowinq: 

XEROX FROM QUIC~ QQ~¥ 



Executive Vice President of W~st Texas Chamber of 
Com~erce for three years; 
Director of West Texas ChaMber of Com111erce for five 
years and still serving; 
Me~ber of A.s.c. Co~Mittee of Reeves County for five 
years and atill serving; 
Member of Board of Directors of Trans-Pecos Cotton 
Aasoeiation for seven y•ars and still aerving; 
Trustae of Peco~ Independent School District for three 
yeQr• and still serving; 
Member of Bo•rd of Tax EQtJal ixation Reeves County for 
two years. 

Bill Mattox was elected by twenty one county A.s.c. offices to 
represent this district at st•te level in ·1958-1959. He hes 
de~onstrated hiMaelf •s an outatanding •P••ker •nd in 1960 waa 
one of three chosen to nddreaa th• A~rican Cotton Congress at 
TQx•• A & M Col l~ge on ECONOMY OF CO'fTON FARMERS IN U.S.A. 

81 ! I Ml'!t·to~ I a • f.,. i I y Man and is .:a •ember of the First Bapt i at 
Church of Poeos, Taxes •nd hes participated recently in various 
church building c•mp•igna. 

B ii I ~h11i:·b)X ; • 41 year~ of age.; He ••rr I ed a for11ter CI as~un•te 
of Oklaho~• Univer9ity end ia the father of two daught•rs and 
one son ~nd h•s ahown an outstanding Interest in the affairs of 
the c•mtJMunlty. He i$ W$II acquainted with the A.s.c. org~niza­
tion fr~m th$ county level to the atate level and haa kept 
abreaat of the probloMs confr~nting·the Southwest a•rlc~ltur•l 
econo~y~ Ha Is qu•lified and deaerving of the office of b~ing 
• member ef the Stat~ A.S.C. Co~•ittee. 

XEROX FROM QUICK COPY 



J mes E. Goad 

Frank Moore 

Weber Pool 

John Gayle, 

R. T. Price ( 

TEXAS STATE AS C COMMITTEE 

) 
Rosebud, Texa - cotton - o..-, t --

Plainview, Tex - gr in, grain orghum, wheat 

Sinton, Texa - grain, g~ain orghum, farmer 

We t Columbia, Texa - rice grower 

704 Inwood, Bry n, Texa 

---~ 
{-

1 II 
I 

f rmer, rancher 

7 



✓ 

V 

v 
Lester Cranek 
J. Donald Wooten 
William P. Mattoxv 

-James E. Goad 
Curtis Lo Edwards ; 

C. H. DeVaney✓ 
R. W. Herrin 1, 

---
----
----

~ 

Garwood, Texas--'~ 
Crosbyton, Texas - 1 

Pecos, Texas -
ti 

Rosebud, Texas -
Panhandle, Texas

1 

Coahoma, Texas 
Haskell, Texas 

' :;. ; 

I 



CLARK W. THOMPSON 
9TH DISTRICT, TEXAS 

C!Congrtss of tbt Wnittb ~tatts 
1£,ou~t of l\eprt~entatibtS 

Ula~ington, 11). <te. 

• 

MEMBER: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

CHAIRMAN: 

SUBCOMMITTEES ON 

RICE 

FAMILY FARMS 



COMMITTEE: JOHN YOUNG 
14TH DISTRICT, TEXAS PUBLIC WORKS 

Dear Lyndon: 

ctongrcss of tbc Wnttcb &,tatcs 
Jt,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Ba~ington, J3. "· 
March 17, 1961 

Mr. Weber Pool of Sinton, Texas, is being considered 
for appointment as a Member of the Texas Agricultural Stabilization 
Committee. 

Mr. Pool is a constituent of mine, and is a lifelong 
Democrat who has worked tirelessly in the interests of the principles 
of the Democratic Party. Mr. Pool was very active in the last 
November election campaign and contributed substantially to the 
overwhelming victory which we were able to secure in my Congressional 
District. He is a person of good character and recognized ability 
in the field of Agriculture. 

I believe his appointment to this post would be a great 
credit to you, to the Administration, and to the State of Texas. 

It is with pleasure that I unreservedly recommend Mr. 
Weber Pool for appointment to the Texas Agricultural Stabilization 
Committee. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Honorable Lyndon Johnson 
Vice President of the United States 
Washington 25, D. C. 



W.R. POAGE 
CONGRESSMAN 

11TH TEXAS DISTRICT 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE Qfougrrss of tqr ~nitcn ~httcs 
~ous.e of ~.epr.e~mt±atiu.es 

~as4iu_gtou, ~.{!L 

March 18, 1961 

The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
The Vice President 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Lyndon: 

FILE REFERENCE: ASC 

.R 2 1 196 

STAFF 

MR. LACEY C, SHARP 

MISS RUTH 0. LAIR 

MRS. C. H. PATTIE 

MRS. WELDA MAE NORRIS 

TEXAS OFFICE 

205 FEDERAL BUILDING 

WACO 

MRS. ERA O. STEWART 

While I talked to you some time ago about my friend, Jim - ... Goad of Rosebud Texas, it has occurred to me that you should have a 
letter on this ma er." Those of us in Central Texas would like to 
see Jim on the State ASC Committee. 

' , 

He is a good Democrat; he is a good farmer. We believe that 
he could very properly and very helpfully represent both the 
agriculture interests and the interests of the Democratic Party, 
if named. His appointment would be highly pleasing to me, and I 
feel sure to the Democrats of Central Texas. 

Incidentally, he is originally from Bell County, although 
he now lives in Falls County, and he has Byron Skelton's endorse­
ment. 

With all good wishes, I am 

WRP:p 

d];end,~ 

W. R, Poage, Cong?. 





H-ouseofRepnisentatives,U.S. 
PUBLIC DOCUMENT 

FREE 

Dear Lyndon: 

As you know, Frank Moore is a prominent and 
rutstanding Democrat. He contributed trem­
endously of his time and energy in the campaign 
last year and through the years has been a Demo­
cratic leader in the State. 

~ely, 

Geor~~ 



GEORGE MAHON 
19TH DIST., TEXAS 

<!Congress of tbe Wniteb &,tate11 
J,ouse of Representatibei 

Ba~bington, 119. ~. 

March 18, 1961 

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
The Vice President of the United States 
The Capitol 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

b 
MEMBER OF 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

As I understand it, Frank Moore of Plainview is being con­
sidered for membership on the State ASC Committee in Texas. 
Two months ago I wrote a letter to Secretary of Agriculture, 
Orville Freeman, strongly recommending Mr. Moore for this 
position. He is an outstanding farmer and farm leader and, 
in my opinion, is highly acceptable for this position. 

As you will recall, I have talked with you about Frank Moore 
and this position upon several occasions. 

Please let me know if I can be helpful in connection with 
this matter in any way. 



COMMITTEES: OLIN E. TEAGUE 
SIXTH DISTRICT OF TEXAS VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 

WASHINGTON ADDRESS: 

SUITE 101, HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. Qtongrcss of tbc ietnitcb &tatcs 
J,oust of Rtpresentatibts ~ 

mla~fngton, 11\. ~. 

COUNTIES: 

BRAZOS ELLIS 
FREESTONE HILL 
HOOD JOHNSON 
LEON LIMESTONE 
NAVARRO ROBERTSON 
SOMERVELL 

17 March 1961 

Honorable Lyndon Johnson 
Vice President of the United states 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

Confirming my telephone conversation with Mr. 

Clifton Carter of your office this date, I would 

like to recommend Mr. R.T. Price of Bryan, Texas for 
- '•J<!Q,"'·••~ ..,'/1/f 

the position of Texas State ASC Committeeman . 
. ~~,, "°~ r1.A 'I'll'~""-...- A , :t{•,-::'1t; ..r.yt~ 

Ihave known Mr. Price for a number of years 

and he has long been associated with agriculture 

and with the Agriculture Stabilization program. 

Your consideration of this man will be deeply 

appreciated, and with kind personal regards, I am 

in E. Teague 
Congressman 
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WOODROW BEAN 
COUNTY JUDGE 

COUNTY OF EL PASO 
EL PASO, TEXAS 

December 19, 

Vice President Elect Lyndon B. J"ohnson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Lyndon: 

I am taking this opportunity to recommend 
Bill Mattox as being exceptionally well qualified for 
the position of State A.s.c. Committeeman. 

Mr. Mattox is one of the most prominent 
farmers in this entire area. He has always been a very 
active Democrat and has contributed greatly to the 
Democratic majorities in El Paso Cotmty, as well as in 
Reeves County wl ere he now iesi es o 

I am enclosing, for your information, a 
brief resume of his background, and I am sure that 
Mr. Mattox will give devoted loyal service if appointed 
to the State A.s.c. Committee. I have known Mr. Mattox 
for a good many years and I know from my own personal 
acquaintance that he will be able to do a real job for 
the people in this position. 

With best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season, 
I am 

WB:rg 

Sincerely yours,. 

/// ~~~,£/ 

WOODROW BEAN, County Judge 
El Paso County, Texas 

Enclosures as stat ed. 



Bill Mattox is well qualified for a 0 tate A.s.c. Committeeman and is the 
type man th,t will repr sent the interests of the eople and the state. 

Hews reared on a farm and began demonstratin~ his ability as a leader 
while in hi h school. He served in variou capacities in, chool or~rniz -
tions and was an out tanding football player in hi,~h school. He earned 
a football scholrrship to Oklahoma Univ r 0 ity 1h re h played football 
from 1939 to 194·, beinrr chosen on two All-Am rican teams. H graduat d 
from Okl homa University earnin.c~ a Bachelor of Sdence degree. le a >a.in 
demonstr ted his ability as a leader by beinQ'. cho:1en to • . portant nd 
responsible nositions in various or anization while attending Okluhoma 
University, some of which are s follows: 

Pr nid.nt of P.K .• 
Out t dina officer in Military HoL r Society. 
fomber of Inter-Fr ternity Council of Oklahori 
University. 

ember of Student's Executive Conudtte i'or 
Okl hom Univernity. 
5erved a in,.,tr 1ctor o mathenatics { nd .1·unn<~ry 
for b sic . ·tur ents du.ring enior y ... ar. 

'l'.' .,s:Lct "'.lt of Univer" • ty mi • tary or"" nizc .. tion. 

He attend d Officers' Can .idat School at rt. !~li~,. , Tex!-1.s and ~r·=.dm.t d 
in top 101 of his cla8s ~nd wn cor~russioned n officer in Fi ld Artillery. 

e served with the 242nd Fi ld rtillery at talion and e· rly in the war 
was sent to the Furopean Thm tr,, unc er G er, 1 Patton's Fourth Armored 
Division. bil. t,~ ttox 1·cceive fiv Jattle star in the campai ;n nd, ~lso, 
,as decorated dth the _,ror ze Star • d Soldi r 1 edal for brcv ,ry beyond 

th., call of duty. He later served ' s Commander of Prisoner of • ar Camp 
No. 27 under direct comm nd of '}enerc:..l atton , nd receiv .,d a lett r of 
commendation rom Gener 1 Patton f r his outstandin•~ servic At the a e 
of 27, he Wh a ointed to a job th&t c rried th rank of Lt. Colonel while 
s .rvinrr a Troop Commander of Thir Arrr:y Heanqu .rt~rs, In 1946 he had a 
d ath in his family and Wes placed on inactive duty due to family hardship. 

He return to 1 Paso where he wa mana 7er of a family owned Sincl··ir 
Oil Distrihutorship before movin~ to ecos, Texas in 1911,? where he has 
liv d since nd ha been an outstandin.) f rmer l·nd citizen in the community. 
He ha continued to demonstrate his ability as a 1 r by h in 1; very 
active in civic and community affairs ·nd has erv din many position of 
leaders-hi includin the ollowing: 



• ecuti v Vic President of est Te. as 
Co run re for three ye- rs; 
Dir ctor o t Texa Ch 

11 r • 
.c. o e o 

y .. nr nd 11 
Jl m f rd ors of Trtn 
As8 o or r.. nd sti 
Tru co nd ent School 

:1ill l{·!.ttox ·w:i cl cted 
re Jnt thi~ district 
de rat lf l'"' 

of thr ch ad 
olle~e on 01 

Bill . .. t tox 1G t faml. • 
Church of n cos, '"'e .. a 
buil in.. eampai n • 

u,lizati n Rev County for 

1y tll'len-t coun.ty A.s.c. offic . to 
t sta 1 in 1958-1959. H h s 

• o ke and in 1960 
ton Con,:rr t 

.,.,.
6 """"'.r..r o... t.. he Fi . t Bao ti t 

l n tee r centl in vari u c urch 

Bil ox it, 41 of"' 1.,. 
Okl • U • ~~sit , the 1 two <lau on 

nd h an o . { int the f unity. 
1 c uain tl e I. anizati ty l ,v 1 

to ~ 1 ~1 k pt f th.., n ...,...,..JL.C:«a, 1. th 
Sou ricult .. omy. alifi .d f t. 1e 
of fie 01 being a r o.: the., • , • Co , 
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WOODROW BEAN 
COUNTY JUDGE 

COUNTY OF EL PASO 
EL PASO, TEXAS 

Vice President-Elect Lyndon B. Johnson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Lyndon: 

Welcome W. Wilson, Regional Director 
for the Office of Civil and Defense .i>'lobilization, 
with offices in Denton, Texas, has been highly 
recommended by many of my friends here for appoint-
ment as National Director for Civil Defense. 

I have had numerous contacts with Mr. Wilson 
and have found him to be not only very interested in 
the Civil Defense Program, but a very efficient and 
dedicated man in his field. As I understand it, this 
is a Presidential appointment, and I would certainly 
appreciate your bringing this recommendation to the 
attention of President-Elect Kennedy. 

Anything that you may be able to do for 
Mr. Wilson will certainly be appreciated by me. 

WB:rg 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

/() 
'wooDROtJ BEAN 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 1 O 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Horace D. Godfrey, ASCS DATE: May 3, 1962 

FROM William O. Shofner, Ex:ecuti ve Secretary, 
Advisory Committee on Cotton 

SUBJECT: Comments by Billie Sol Estes gleaned from notes of meetings of the 
Advisory Committee on Cotton 

This brief memorandum is.to inform you of specific comments, proposals, or 
suggestions made by Billie Sol Estes, as revealed by informal notes taken at 
Committee meetings. 

1. Meeting of September 19-20, 1961. 

a. In a discussion of the size of the cotton carryover considered 
to be desirable, Billie Sol Estes said that a minimum carryover of 7 .5 million 
bales should be provided. 

bo In a discussion of the acreage aliotment for the 1962 crop, 
it was moved by Mr. Stratton, seconded by Mr. Estes, that the Committee 
reconnnend to the Secretary the establishment of a national allotment for 1962 
of 19.0 million acres--this would represent an increase of about 2.8 percent 
over the allotment for 1961. After considerable discussion the motion was 
carried 11-2, .with 2 abstaining. 

2. Meeting of February 12 and 13, 1962. 

As indicated in another memorandum dealing with this meeting, 
Billie Sol Estes submitted to the Committee a "Combination Blended Price-Trade 
Incentive Plan" developed by George P:f'eiffenberger. (Mr. •Pfeiffenberger 
later moved, seconded by Mr. Mauldin, that this plan be recommended for study 
and analysis both to a special subcommittee (of the Afivisory Committee on 
Cotton), and to the Department. The plan was considered by the subcomm.i ttee, 
but rejected because it did not meet the criteria under which the subcommittee 
was working--a principal- objection was that the plan would be far too costly. . . 

"' 



OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Horace D. Godfrey, Administrator, ASCS DATE: May 3, 1962 

FROM William 0_. Shofner, Executive Secretary, 
Advisory Committee on Cotton 

SUBJECT: Discussions and actions taken at meetings of the Advisory Committee 
on Cotton, and subcommittee meetings, in relation to Billie Sol Estes 

Billie Sol Estes' name first appears in records of the Advisory Committee 

on Cotton available to us on a list of "New Members Added As Of Ju1y ll, 1961," 

along with the names of Eu.gene Butler, Dallas, Texas, and Rudolph Miller, 
-

El Centro, CaJ.ifornia. Since July ll, 1961, the Committee has met four times, 

on July l7 and 18, 1961; September 19 and 20, 1961; November 20-22, 1961; and 

February 12 ~d 13, 1962. In addition two subcommittees were appointed by the 

f'u.11 Connnitt~e. The first of' these,. appointed at the July 1961 meeting, 

included Billie Sol Estes as a member; we understand.this subconnnittee held 

two meetings outside of Washington prior to submitting its report to the full 

Committee at the September 1961 meeting; detailed records of the meeting are 

not available to us however. The second subconnnittee was appointed at the 

November 1961 meeting of the Committee. This subcommittee which did not include 

Billie Sol Estes also met twice. A chronology of' discussions and actions 

associated with these meetings follows. 

Committee meeting of Jul.y 17 and 18, 1961, held at USDA in Washington, D.C. 
Billie Sol Estes attended. 

Discussion·· and actions taken: 

1. Agreed that income of' cotton producers must be increased. 

2. Pointed out that the cotton industry cannot enjoy • the "greatest 

prosperity" unless aJ.J. segments Within it prosper • 

.... 



2 

3. Recognized the necessity for protection of domestic textile manu­

facturers and processors against uncontrolled imports including picker-lap 

and manufactured products. 

4. Recognized the need to keep cotton competitive with synthetics, and 

stated that future cotton programs should be aimed at a growing industry and 

expanded consumpti6n; the maintenance of stable production and price policies 

could best accomplish this. 

5 . &cognized the need to hold export markets, a.nd conduct export policy 

so that it would lend stability to world supply a.nd price. 

6. Took the position that cotton carryover should approximate not less 

than 45 percent of annual disappearance in order to maintain normal working 

stocks, and in the interest of national security.' 

7. Recognized the need to correlate the price support program with the 

export subsidy program. 

8. Noted that "acreage transfer· legislation approved in August 1959" has 

been highly beneficial and should be preserved. 

9. Stated that cotton. programs should provide for marketing through 

norm.a.l trade channels, but should not preclude the use of a government program 

to assure orderly marketing for maximum net income to producers. 

10. Urged further emphasis on both basic and applied research pointing at 

reducing production costs and improving income. 

ll. Urged that USDA intensify technical as_sist~ce efforts aimed at 

improving cotton spinning qualities. 

12. Authorized the chairman to establish a subcormni ttee to undertake 

detailed study of several plans as to future cotton programs. Subcommittee 

members were: Hilton Bracey (Missouri), Chairman; Frederic H. Heidelberg 
"' 

(North Carolina); James Y. Camp (California); )3ilJ.ie Sol Estes (Texas); 
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B. F. Smith (Mississippi); F. M. Rhodes (New York); R. Dave Hall (North Carolina). 

The subcommittee was instructed to submit its report at the next Committee 

meeting. 

13. The Committee discussed, but did not a~t upon, ·the following matters: 

a. Desirability of changing the loan base from "average of 

the crop" to M-7/8u, M-l", or other standard. 

b. When government stocks are low, should CCC buy? 

c. What should be done about various proposals embracing 

some form of payment limitation? What are alternativest 

d. Should further revisions be ma.de in present legislation 

affecting allotment transfers? 

e. Agreed that the 1962 allotment level should be discussed 

later when more information is available. 

Subcommittee meeting chaired by Hilton Bracey. Detailed records are 
not available to us, but it is understood this subcommittee met twice (in 
Memphis and Dallas) before meeting on September 18, 1961, in Washington, D. c., 
to complete its report for the full Committee meeting ta.king place the following 
two days. • 

The ·subcommittee's report, discussed at the September 19-20 meeting of 

the full Committee, sunnn.a.rized the cotton situation, outlined objectives of 

a sound program, and presented three plans for the Committee's consideration-­

a "Trade Incentive Plan," an "Equalization Payment ~'Program Combined with a 

Choice Program, " and a "Purchase a.nd loan Program." 



Committee meeting of September 19 and 20, 1961, held at USDA in 
Washington, D. c. Billie Sol Estes attended. 

Discussion and actions taken: 

4 

1. Discussed the report of the subcommittee, Hilton Bracey, Chairman, 

embodying the three approaches referred to above. 

2. Adopted unanimously_ the introductory statement of the subcommittee 

reading as follows: 

''Domestic Market: There is no way under existing legislation for 

cotton to meet its major competition (price wise) in the domestic markets 

without sacrificing the income of cotton producers. If the price support 

level -is set low enough for cotton to meet its competition in the domestic 

market, a great majority of cotton producers would be forced out of business. 

If the price support level is set high enough to sustain farm income, cotton 

is automatically out of competition with synthetic fibers for certain major 

end uses. 

''Cotton consumption in the United States dropped in 1960-61 to 

8.3 million bales, the lowest level since 1948-49 with the exception of the 

1957-58 marketing year when. the serious textile depression occurred. During 

the period 1951-1960 total u. s. population has increased by about 17 percent 

(26.3 million), and donestic consumption of manmade fibers has increased 

by 21 percent. ~ 

''Export Market: Existing legislation and the necessity for maintaining 

farm income require that an export subsidy or its equivalent be maintained 

to allow our cotton to meet the competition of foreign growths and competing 

fibers in world markets. The export program, while absolutely e:isential 

for the protection of producers and the entire u. s. _:cotoon Industry under 
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existing legislation, aggravates the problems of American textile mills 

already competing with cheap foreign labor and lower manufacturing costs 

by making raw cotton availaJble to foreign manufacturers at prices con­

siderably lower than the doirestic support price. Imports of manufactured 

cotton products have increased from 222,000 bales (raw cotton equivalent) 

in 1956 to 525,000 bales in 1960. The necessary continuation of the present 

price differential between the done stic price support level and export sales 

will continue to contribute to the need for protection against the importation 

of large quantities of foreign textiles into this country. 

"In passing legislation in 1956 providing for an export program to 

maintain a fair share of the world market for u. s. cotton, Congress recognized , 

the fact that farmers in this cruntry could not buy production goods and 

services on a protected market and sell their cotton at a world ptice and 

stay in business.· Congress also recognized that our Govemiment had promoted 

cotton production in many parts of tha world under the various foreign aid 

programs .and that u. s. cotton producers had been required to make the down-

ward supply adjustment for the entire world. 

"Acreage: Some additional means should be developed to allow 

individual farmers tc participate in acreage adjustment programs according 

to their individual meeds and conditions. 

"Sunnnary: Under existing legislation, and even with the high level 

of technology prevailing on the farms which produce most of our cotton, it 

is necessary that the price support level be kept at the current levil if 

the income of cotton producers is to be maintained. The downward trend in 

cotton farm income was arrested with the setting of the 1961 support level 

at 82 percent of parity. 
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"The need fo.r improving the income of cotton producers, which we 

recognize is related to fully adequate supplies and more competitive prices, 

is the paramount consideration in any cotton program, and it is obvious that 

some means in addition to the current price support loan must be employed if 

cotton is to meet its rompetition in the domestic market without reducing 

the income of the producer. It is also evident that a movement toward a 

one-price system is desirable in order to avoid discrimination against American 

cotton mills, the largest and most reliable market for our cotton. 

"The cost of cotton programs is important not just because of the 

dollars involved, but also from the standpoint of benefits accruing to the 

total economy.. It w·ould be· much easier to justify· the :cost of a program to 

protect the income of cotton producers if effective pricing policies were 

aimed at expanding markets for cotton, both at home and abroad. 

"The present cotton program is costing the taxpayers between 300 

million and 400 million dollars per year. The export program has proven 

to be highly effective in maintaining the world market .,for u. s.cotton, 

however the overall cotton program is not accomplishing the main objectives 

of a sound cotton program, because: 

'.'A. It has not provided a fair and equitable income for cotton 

producers. 
"B. 

/y 

It has not allowed cotton to maintain its rightful share of 

the total dorrestic fiber market. 

"B. It has not allowed farmers to gear their production to the 

most efficient use of land, labor and equipment. 

"D. It has resulted in a large portion of program funds going 

to peopl+n related segments of the cotton trade rather than to the cotton 

producer fow which it was intended. 

"E. It has aggravated the problems of American textile mills, the 

largest and most reliable market for u. s. cotton." ,, 



3. Agreed unanimously to recommend to the Secretary for further 

consideration and study the "Trade Incentive Plan~ requested the Chairman 

7 

to report that committee members look with more favor on the Trade Incentive 

approach than on any other plan analy3ed and discussed. Basic provisions 

of this plan are: 

a. Maintain acreage allotments at no less than present level at 

the outset .. 

b. Establish price support loan at about the present level, with 

producers to pay carrying charges and interest while cotton is in loan. 

c. Establish a 0 Trade Incentive" (i.e., a payment or subsidy) to 

shippers or mills at. the discretionaar--·of ·the Secretar;J on both foreign and 

domestic fotton, payable in PIK certificates redeemable in cash in 60 days. 

d. Establish a formula to decrease the trade incentive as con­

sumption and acreage expand. 

e. Recognize the need for equitable acreage allotment distribution, 

and the necessity to give u. s. mills relief from excessive imports of 

textiles, but include these items in separate legislation from the basic 

price support plan. 

4. Passed unanimously the following recommendation: 

''We feel that National Security requi~ements, the need for maintaining 
farm income, and the assurance of ade'(fllate supplies of working stocks 
of desirable cotton qualities make it i)erative that the National 
Cotton Acreage allotment and price. support level for the 1962 crop be 
maintained at a level of not less than that in effect for the present 
1961 season. (The price support level by committee agreement refers 
to "dollar and cents" support price rather than to a percentage of 
parity.)" • 

After 
5. Exxaidxxk/lengthy discussion, concluded it was wise to stand on 

the committee's previous recommendation of "a carryover not less than 45 per­

cent of annual estimated d1°sappearance." Approved, although not unanimously, 

the ''Choice Plan" approach for submission to t he Secretary for furtre r study 

and consideration. 



6. Expressed its concern about ramifications of the barter program 

for cotton. 
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7. Recommended that the Secretary take steps to see that cotton is 

wrapped in tare-weight bagging, and that the Department g.ive preference in 

their export program next year to full weight, adequate bagging. 

8. Recommended to the Secretary that the Department take action to 

encourage the use of new cotton bagging now getting attention in the High 

Plains area. 

9. Requested that the Department furnish the committee an analysis of 

the differential between export and American mill prices of cotton. 

10. Deferred until later an~ co~si~eration regarding changing the 

base for price support from "average of the crop." 

,, . 



Corn.rni ttee Meeting of November 20-22, 1961, Held in USDA in Washington 
D. C. 

Billy Sol Estes attended. 

Discussion and Actions taken: 

l. Discussed in detail the following alternative programs: 

a. Limited Purchase Plan. This would encompass an increase to 
19 million acres in the national acreage allotment from the 
statutory minimun of 16 million acres. The entire cotton crop 
would be supported by nonrecourse loan at 30 cents per pound, 
crop average. Producers would have the option of reducing 
planted acreage by 20 percent below their allotment and thus 
qualify for sale to CCC of their cotton production at 2.5 cents 
per pound above loan rate. Acreage diverted from cotton would 
be put in soil conserving crops or left idle. 

b. Diversion Payment Plan. Involves an increase in the national, 
acrease allotment of 20 percent to 19.2 million acres from the 
statutory minimum of 16 million a~res. Cotton production would 
be supported by. nonrecourse loan at 30 cents per pound, crop 
average. Producers would have the choice of diverting from 
15 to 25 percent of their acreage allotment from cotton produc­
tion, thus entitling them to receive payments at the rate of 
30 cents per pound on one-third of the normal production of the 
diverted acreage (i.e., 10 cents per pound times normal produc­
tion of diverted acreage). Payments would be limited to an 
acreage not exceeding 50 percent of the acreage planted to 
cotton. Diverted acreage must be put to soil conserving crops 
or left idle to qualify for payment. 

c. Trade Incentive Plan. The national acreage allotment would 
remain at 18.1 million acres with price support through nonre­
course loans at 32 cents per pound, crop average. At this 
support priGe level the export subsidy would remain at 8.5 cents 
per pound, and a domestic mill subsidy (trade incentive) of 
6.5 cents per pound would be established--the cotton products 
export subsidy thus would be 2 cents perppound. 

A second set of assumptions for this plan would continue the 
allotment at 18.1 million acres, with price support at 30 cents 
per pound, crop average, export subsidy of 6.5 cents per pound, 
~ domestic mill subsidy of 4.5 cents per pound--with a cotton 
products export subsidy of 2 cents per pound. 

d. Domestic Allotment Plan. This approach involves several 
' alternatives which were discussed, under which each cotton 

producer would be given a quota covering an allotQent equivalent. 
to his historic fair share of annual domestic consumption, and 

'would be guaranteed a specified support priceoor return, ranging 
from 100 percent of parity do~ward, on the domestic quota. 
Additional cotton within specified limitations could be grown 
with returns reflecting world cotton prices. 
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e. Proe;rams Involvine; Producer Choices. This approach embodies 
other choice programs in addition to the limited purchase and 
the diversion payment plans--for example, proe;rams such as the 
"A & B Program" in effect for 1959 and 1960 cotton crops. 

f. 'Continuation of the Present Program with Price Support At 
(a) the 1961 crop level, 31.b8 cents per pound, "crop averae;e," 
(33.04 cents, middling 1"), and (b) 30 cents per pound, crop 
average, with a downward adjustment in the export subsidy rate 
from 8.5 cents to 6'.5 cents per pound. 

2. Recommended that the Department permit skip-row planting of 

cotton in any pattern f.itting the cultural practices on the 

farm, provided the planting pattern is uniform throughout an 

entire field. 

3. Recommended that the Department ttspeed up release and 

reapportionment by any administrative means." 

In considering this provision the Committee ~iscussed authority 
U,.,JJit.,._ 

available to Secretary~ present legislation of placing some 

limitation on percentage of cropland on a farm that might be 

planted to cotton or.of requiring some percentage of land in 

conserving crops. It was agreed that no recommendation should 

be made to the Secretary about this matter; that it was a matter 

of concern to·certain areas. 

4. Question: With the announced cotton allotment of 18.1 

million acres for 1962 what would be the "minimum safe support price 

in cents per pound for M-1"?" Results of the informal poll: 

29 cents - none; 30 cents - none; 31 cents - 12; 32 cents - 2; 

33 cents - 13. (27 votes cast) 

5. Supported position of the Department in establishing cotton 

acreage allotments at a level which approximately equates production . 

and &isappearance, taking account of present size of cotton carryover . 

. ,. ,. 
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6. Generally looked with disfavor upon the 11soil bank approach 11 

for any cotton program. 

7. Felt that if the limited purchase plan should come to be 

seriously co~sidered, a person taking the reduction route to establi~h 

eligibility for a higher support price, would be ineligible for 

allocation of reapportioned cotton acreage under release· and reap­

portionment provisions, Did not so express i!self about other plans 

discussed. 

8. Favored, as a general rule, a CCC resale price equivalent 

to 115 percent of the price support loan level, in connection with 

sales for unrestricted use. 

9. Programs which had been discussed were divided into the 

following three general classifications, with specific programs or 

program provisions as shown below, for purposes of taking an 

informal poll. Each person was asked to vote three times in 

respect to the nine proposals described (as an example if pre­

ferred, atmember could record all three votes under ul" below, 

voting one each for sub-prpgrams (a), (b), and (c)), Program 

descriptions and results of poll follow·: 

Program Description Favorable Vote 

(1) Present program (a) Price support@ 33.04¢ M-1" 12 
(b) Price support@ 32.04¢ M-luq 4 
(c) Price support.@ 31.04¢ M-1" 10 

(2) "Choice" programs (a) Diversion Payment Plan 4 

(3) "No Choice" programs 

(b) Limited Purchase Plan 6 
(c) "A & B_Plan" (as for 1959- 5 

1960) 

(a) Domestfo Allotment Plan 
(b) ·Trade Incentive Plan 
(c) High support for 10 bales, 

lower support for balance 
of larger allotment 

8 
11 

9 
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Foilowing the above poll, members.were asked to vote for their 

preference among the three classifications shown above. 

Results of the informal poll were: 

(1) In favor of present program: 13 
(2) In favor of a 11choice 11 program:· 10 
(3) In favor of a 11no choice 11 program: l 

Looking then at ·the category of ttchoice programs, members were 

asked for their views on the following points with the number so 

favoring shown: 

(1) A low initial allotment with the choice of added 
ac~eage at a lower price: 6 

(2) A higher initial allotment with the choice of less 
acreage at a higher price: 15 

(3) How would you compensate those who would choose less 
acreage at a higher price: (a) By a limited bale 
purchase: None favored this. (b) By purchasing 
production at ~he higher price: 14. (c) By making 
a conservation payment: 3. 

10. Approved the followingmmotion on vote of 16 to 8: 
11The Committee fully appreciates the- heavy pressure that has 
been put upon the Secretary to reduce the cost of farm programs, 
including the program for cotton. In hearty sympathy with his 
problem, we shall continue to seek a program for cotton that 
will either give producers more net income at the same cost to 
the Government or the same income at a lower cost. It would, 
however, respectifully call attention to the fact that the 
present Administration i~ firmly committed to a farm program 
that will increase farm income. Therefore, we .strongly urge 
the Secretary to exert his best efforts to maintain the present 
cotton program with the 1961.Support level until something 
better has been developed." 

11. Approved· unanimously the following motion, representing the 

report of a small subcommittee (Dr. Sayre, Chairman; Mr. Godley; 

Mr. R..½odes; and Mr. Brooks). 

·"continued stabilization of farm incomes in cotton growing 
areas or the United States and full utilization of cotton as 
" 
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an earner of dollars abroad to improve our balance of payment 
position will require the maximum utilization of Public Law 480 
funds, export-import bank loans, aid funds, the continued use 
of credit sales for export, and bold use of sales promotion 
efforts and added research for further market expansion of 
cotton products. 11 

12.Authorized the chairman to establish such subcommittees as 

required, including one to work wi_th the Department· on legislati~e 

proposals which could be considered by the Congress next year, 

such legislative proposals to apply to the 1963 and subsequent crops 

of cotton. 

After the-meeting concluded the committee chairman, Alexander Nunn, 

established an eight man subcommittee to continue work on legislative 

proposals which could be considered by Congress in 1962, to apply to the 

1963 and subsequent cotton crops. The legislative subcommittee was 

chaired by B. B. Smith (Mississippi). Other members were Harry Baker 

(California); D. W. Brooks (Georgia); James Y. Camp (California); 

Frederick Heidleberg (North Carolina); Wilmer Smith (Texas); Albert 

L. Story (Missouri); and Jesse Stratton (Oklahoma). 

" 
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legislative Subcommittee Meetings of December 4 and 5, 1961, 
held at the U.S. Departm:mt of Agricul.ture in Washington, D. c. 

The subcommittee discussed alternative plans presented at the last 

Connnittee meeting, following which it took certain actions and drew certain 

conclusions described in the attached report • 

• 
f. • 



Committee Meetings of February 12 and 13, 1962, held at the 
U. s. De];)al'tment of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. 

Billie Sol Estes attended. Discussion, and actions taken: 

15 

1. By resolution, recommended that quality differentials for the 1962 

crop cotton :price support :program be established through us~ of :premiums and 

discounts in the fourteen designated spot markets, in the same manner as that 

heretofore followed. (Motion by Parker, seconded by Wilmer Sm1 th. Approved 

unanimously. ) 

2. By resolution, recomm.ended that the export subsidy rate beginning August 

1, 1962, be established at 8.5 cents per pound, and that announcement of this 

be ma.de as soon as possible. (Motion by Cortright, seconded by stoneham. 

Ap:proved una.nim(?U.Sly.) 

3. By restolution, recommended that the Committee take no position at this 

time on the extension of 1961 cro:p loans, but that the Committee consider this 

matter at a later date nearer July 31, when the :picture is clearer. (Motion.by 

Baker, seconded by Jackson. Approved 19-1). 

4. Took the :position, but without voting at this point (see item 9), that an 

early announcement of the peyment-in-kind program should be made. 

• ~. Without formal vote, asked the Department to consider 30 days, rather 

than 60 days, as the minimum time ~ent-in-kind certificates must be outstanding 

before they a.re :payable in cash--if this can be done, in consideration or :public 

relations. (Proposed by Jackson) 

6. By resolution (three opposed), recommended to the subcomm.ittee (B. F. 

Smith, Chairman) and to the Department for study and analysis, a combination blended 

:price-trade incentive plan which the Committee had discussed. It was understood 

the subcommittee would meet as soon as practicable after the meeting of the full 

Committee, but within about two weeks. Wording of the plan, as referred to the sub­

committee, was as follows: 

a •. A basic al.lotment of 17 million acres. 

'I 
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b. Choice A; Basic allotment at :present :price support. 

c. Choice B: Ba.sic allotment :pl.us 20 :percent, with an 8.5 cent :per 

:pound marketing fee • . 
d. Continue export subsidy at 8.5 cents :per :po~d. 

e. Marketing fee collections, :pl.us CCC i'unds vould be used to :provide 

adequate domestic trade incentive to be truly competitive. 

f. Reduce trade incentive vhen :possible, as consumption and acreage 

ex:pand. 

7. Referred, .without vote, a clra.ft cotton bill dated Febrilary 12, 1962, 

to the subcommittee -(B. F. Smith, Chairman) for further examination, study, and 

action. Called the subcommittee's attention specifically to six ":points of con­

cern," rela:ting to various aspects of the draf't bill, as follows: 

a. Voids the current minimum national aJiotment :provision.­

b. · Minim.um :price is too lov1 for basic allotment growers. 

c. Farm income from cotton would be lover. 

d. Use of marketing fees should be limited to export and mill incentives. 

e. Marketing fees should be due u:pon sale, or u:pon .obtaining nonrecourse 

:price su:p:port loan. 

f. Acreage increase should be limited to that needed for increased 

offtak.e. 

8. Moved unanimously that the report of the subcommittee, B. F. Smith, 

Chairman, vhich met on December 4 and 5, 1961, be filed as pa.rt of the Committee 

records. 

· 9. A:p:proved the re:port of the subcommittee headed by Brooks, reading as 

follows: "The Committee unanimously recoxm:nends that the premiums and discounts 

in the 14 designated s:pot markets be used, as during the pa.st 20 years, to establish 

the quality differentials for the 1962 cro:p :price support :program. This will result 

in higher loan rates for the lower qualities and slightly lower loan values for 

the higher qualities. The average :price su:p:port to :producers will be the 
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same as for the 1961 crop." 

"The Committee further urges that an early annotmc.ement be made of the 

1962-63 ':Payment in kind' export program., with a continuation of the subsidy at 

&} cents :per J?Ound.: 

10. Reconsidered its :position on barter through approval of the following 

resolution prepared by a subcommittee of Stoneham and Sayre: "In a reconsideration 

of the use of barter tansactions, the Committee unanimously recommends that they 

be entered into only when they will add to total offtake, and in such ways as not to 

im.pe~e sales· through other approaches, as the result of disruptive effects of 

bartered supplies upon the :price structure." 

Informal minutes of this meeting of the Committee indicate that, during 

the discussion of various approaches to the cotton :problem, Billie Sol Estes 

submitted to the Committee a "Combination Blended Price-Trade Incentive Plan" 

developed by George Pfeittenberger. (Mr. Pfeiffenberger later moved, seconded by 

Mr. Mauldin, that this plan be recommended for study and analysis both to a special 

subcommittee (of the Advisory Connnittee on Cotton), and to the Department. 

Main features of the plan are: 

a. A basic allotment of 17 million acres. 

b. Choice A: Ba.sic allotment at present price support. 

c. Choice B: Ba.sic allotment plus 20 percent, vi th an 8. 5 cent :per :pound 

marketing feed. 

d. Continue ex:port subsidy at 8.5 cents per :pound. t 

e. Marketing fee collections, plus CCC funds would be used to provide 

adequate domest-ic trade incentive to be truly competitive. 

f. Reduce trade incentive· when possible, as consumption and acreage expand . 

.. 
, ' r 

., 



The Subconnnittee Meetings of February 28, March 1 and 2, 1962, 
held at the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C. 

I ;J 

Two members of the subcommittee, A. L. Story and Jesse G. Stratton, were not 

available to serve, and were replaced by Hilton Bracey (Missouri) and John V. Stiles 

(Texas). 

The subcommittee's time was divided about equally between a discussion of the 

"blended :price :plan" and "ex:port market :plan." 

The subcommittee concluded that it a:p:peared evident to them that additionaJ. 

and alternative a:p:proaches as to cotton :price su:p:port and acreage allotments are 

desirable in order to :preserve acreage and strengthen markets. for cotton farmers and 

to reduce :program costs to the Government. In view of this, and ta.king account 

of :princi:pal criteria for a :program as described by the President in his Farm 

Program Message, the subcommittee suggested the blended :price :plan for consideration. 

The subcommittee :pointed out that this :plan does not answer all of the ·:problems 

involved, including :ful.l com:petition with man-made fibers on the domestic market; 

nevertheless, the subcommittee considered that this :plan moved in the direction of 

strengthening the :present :program. 

The suboommittee also discussed an ex:port market plan but concluded that it would 

not be submitted to the De:pa.rtment for :possible legislative consideration. 

The subcommittee also discussed, in a limited way, the problems of production 

research on cotton. 

A description of these pJ.ans and the subcommittee's discussion is included in the 

attached re:port of this meeting. 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE ADVISORY COMMITI'EE ON COTTON 

MEETING IN WASHINGTON, D. C. 

(December 4 and 5, 1961) 
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The following were present tor various periods of time: 

MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 

B. F. Smith, Chairman 
Harry S. Baker 

• D. W. Brooks 
James Y. Camp 
Frederic H. Heidelberg 
Wilmer Smith 
A. L. Story 
Jesse G. Stratton 
Alexander Nunn, ex officio· 

MEMBERS OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Charles s. Murphy, Under Secretary 
John Bagwell, General Counsel 
Neil Johnson, OGC 
William o. Shofner, Deputy Director, Price 

Division, ASCS 
Joseph Moss, Direc~or, Cotton Division, ASCS 
Ralph Ra~er, Deputy Director, Cotton 

Division, ASCS • 
Frank Lowenstein, ERS 
James Donald, EBS 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Harry Caldwell, Chairman, NAAC 
George W. Pfeiff'enberger (to discuss cotton bagging) 

The subcommittee considered the alternative plans presented at the last 
meeting of the Cotton Advisory Committee. Af'ter extended discussions, the 
group reached the following conclusions: 

If changes are necessary in the current program to prevent the loss of markets 
and acreage f'or cotton farmers of the United States and to reduce program 
costs, we recommend: 

1. '!hat this be accomplished, if' possible, by a gradual reduction in 
the price support level over a :period of years~ 

2. If' broader changes are deemed necessary to accomplish these objec­
tives, we recommend consideration of' the following "choice approaches" 
listed in order of preference. 

A. Blended Price Plan. 

(l} A basic allotment of' 16 million acres (plus 310,000 acre 
national reserve) distributed to growers as provided under 
current law. • 

'I 
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(2) A price support level of 33 .,o4 cents per pound, M-1" average 
location, for growers who choose to plant within the allot-
ment provided in (1). • 

(3) Growers who elect to plant more acreage would have the 
choice of increasing their acreage by a·percentage, at the 
discretion of the Secretary, up to a maximum of 30 :percent 
of their basic allotment. Acreage increases under this 
provision would not count as history for purposes of 
determining future allotments. 

(4) Growers electing extra acreage under ( 3), would :pay a 
marketing fee equal in value to the farm normal yield times 
the acreage grown above the basic allotment times the 
current cotton export subsidy rate. Ma.rketi~g fees so col­
lected would be used to help maintain and expand cotton 
markets. For example, these funds could be used to reduce 
the price of cotton for all uses, both.domestic and ex:port. 
Once a producer bas paid bis marketing fee, his entire 
cotton production would be eligible for price support at 
33.o4 cents per pound .. 

Examples of "blended prices" assuming price support at 
. 33.o4 cents per pound, M-l", and an 8½ cents per pound 
export subsidy: 

Percentage of increase 
above basic allotment 

5 
10 
15 
20 
25 
30 

"Blended price" 
cents per pound 

32.64 
32.27 
31.93 
31.62 
31.34 
31.08 

(5) The release and.reapportionment provisions would remain 
in effect for all growers. 

(6) '!he Secretary would retain about the same degree of lati­
tude under this program with respect to the size of the 
basic acreage allotment and the price support level as 
under the present program. 

B. Two Price Plan. 

(l) A basic allotment of 16 million acres (plus 310,000 acre 
national reserve) distributed to growers as provided under 
current law. 

(2) A price sup:port level of 33.50 cents per pound, M-1" average 
~ location, for growers who cboose to plant within the allot­

ment provided in (l). (Presumably, the price support would 
be provided by CCC purchase.) 
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(3) Growers who elect to plant more acreage would have the 
choice of increasing their acreage by a percentage, at 
the discretion of the Secretary, up to a maximum. of 25 per­
cent of their basic allotment. Acreage increases under 
this provision would not count as history for purposes of 
determining future allotments. 

(4) Growers electing extra acreage under (3) would be eligible 
for price support through CCC loan at 30 cents :per pound, 
M-1" average_ location. 

(6) 

(8) 

(9) 

The release and reapportionment provisions would remain 
in effect for all growers. 

Maintain 115 percent CCC sales price for old crop cotton 
for unrestricted use. 

Current crop cotton acquired by CCC under (2) would be 
sold for unrestricted use by CCC at not less than 105 per­
cent of the price support loan level of 30 cents ~er pound, 
M-1", as provided in ( 4) • 

Methods should be develo:ped to have cotton acquired under 
(2) flow immediately through normal channels of trade. 

The Secretary would retain about the same degree of lati­
tude under this program with respect to the size of the 
basic acreage allotment a.nd the price support level as 
under the present program. 

The subcommittee also offered the following recommendations passed by unani­
mous action: 

1. Cotton Bagging. The subcommittee recomnends that the ~partment 
explore the possibility of utilizing Section 32 funds in :promoting 
the use of cotton as a bagging material for cotton bales. 

2. P.L. 480. In view of commitments of the United States to help alle­
viate the deficiencies in underdeveloped nations and other critical 
areas by supplying essential foods a.nd fiber including cotton and 
cottonseed products, recognition should be given to the fact that 
the P.L., 480 program is a foreign aid tool through which the abundance 
of this Nation can be effectively channeled into areas of need. The 
subcommittee urged that the cost of P.L. 480 programs be charged to 
foreign aid and not to agriculture, to the extent that foreign aid 
programs are being served. 

3. Export Program. The subcommittee reemphasized the importance of the 
export program on a fully competitive basis, as directed by present 
law, in maintaining a fair share of the world market for U. s. 
cotton, and in :Permitting U. s. cotton farmers to share equitably 
in increased cotton consumption abroad. 

, .. 
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4. Barter. The subcommittee felt that the use of barter is a very 
antiquated method of transacting business as between :peoples and 
countries. Therefore the subcommittee looked with disfavor upon 
this method of doing business as far as cotton is concerned, and 
expressed the belief that barter as a means of trade should only be 
used as a very extreme measure under unusual conditions. 

Res:pectfully submitted, 
~ ~ - • 

;i:f-J.~~;C 
B. F. Smith, Subcommittee Chairman 

'I 



REPORT 

OF 

AMINISTRA.TIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE ADVISORY COMMITI'EE ON Coo:TON 

MEETING IN WASHINGTON, D. C, 

(February 28, March land 2) 

The following were present: 

MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 

B. F. Smith, Chairman 
Harry s. Baker 
D. W. Brooks 
James Y. Camp 
Frederic H. Heidelberg 
Wilmer Smith 
Hilton Bracey 
John V. Stiles 

MEMBERS OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Charles s. Murphy, Under Secretary 
Paul Rapp, OGC 
William o. Shofner, Deputy Director, Price 

Division, ASCS 
Joseph Moss, Director, Cotton Division, ASCS 
Ralph Raper, Deputy Director, Cotton 

Division, ASCS 
James Donald, ERS 
James Ward, Information Division, ASCS 

The subcommittee continued its work with the ~partment in considering 
possible legislation in line with instruction from the full Committee. 

It appeared evident to the subcommittee that additional and alternative 
approaches as to cotton price support and acreage allotments are desirable 
in o·rder to preserve acreage and strengthen markets for cotton farmers, 
and to reduce program costs to the Government. 

Principal criteria for program development described by the President in 
his Farm Message to Congress embodied the following needs: 

1. Maintain farm income 
2 .. Lower costs to Government 
3. Make cotton more competitive with man-made fibers 
4. Maintain and ex:pa.nd exports 

Recognition was given by the subcommittee to wide variation in land capa­
bility, technology, farming conditions, availability of allotted acreage, 
and other factors prevailing across the Belt. These varying conditions, 
the subcommittee concluded, indicate the need for a cotton program that 
will permit some greater degree of flexibility in·acreage and price for 
the individual farmer. 
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In view of these conclusions and within the boundaries of the criteria 
described by the President, the following approach is suggested for con­
sideration. The subcommittee recognizes that this plan does not answer 
all of the problems involved, including full competition with man-made 
fibers on the domestic market, however the recommendation is considered 
by the subcommittee as moving in the direction of strengthening the present 
program. 

General· provisions of the subcommittee's recommendations are: 

Blended Price Plan, to supplement present cotton legislative 
provisions. 

In the event the Secretary determines the need for a national 
marketing ~uota which would make aveilable a national acreage allotment in 
excess of (a) 17.0 million acres (excluding the national acreage r.eaerve 
for minimum farm allotments of 310,000 acres) in establishing the marketing 
~uota for the initial year following enactmant of this provision, or 
{b) 16.o million acres (excludin~ ·:;he n.atio:1fl.l acreage reserve for minimum 
farm allotments of 310,000 acres) for any year subsequent to such initial 
year, he may authorize a program embodying the ~ollowing major provisions. 

a. Provide for an increase of up to 20 ~ercent in the 
initial year and up to 30 percent in subGequent years at the discretion 
of the producer, of th_e "regular farm acreage allotment" determined for 
each farm, such increased acreage constituting the "eX!)ort market acreage" 
for the farm. 

b; Determine the regular farm acreage allotment for each 
farm by distributing to producers in accordance with present law, a national 
allotment calculated from the national marketing quota adjusted by estimated 
production on the estimated export market acreage. 

c. The national acreage allotment determined by the Secre­
tary could not be less than (a) 17.0 million acres (excludin~ the national 
acreage reserve for minimum farm allotments of 310,000 acres) in establish­
ing the national marketin~ quota for the initial year following enactment 
of this provision, and (bJ 16.0 million acres (excluding the national 
acreage reserve for minimum farm allotments of 310,000 acres) for any year 
subsequent to such initial year. 

d. Growers electing to produce cotton on export market 
acreage for the farm would pay a marketing fee on such production, with 
the amount of the fee calculated at the cotton export subsidy rate in 
effect for the marketing year. Upon payment of the fee this cotton produc­
tion would be·eligible for price support at the rate in effect. 

e. Marketing fees so collected could be used to help main­
tain and expand both domestic and foreign cotton markets. 
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f. Release and reapportionment provisions would continue 
to operate. as·at present, applicable to the regular fa.rm acreage allotment. 

g. Export market acreage would not count as history for 
pul'l)oses of determining future allotments. 

The "blended price plan" derives its name from the fact that 
producer returns from cotton would constitute a "blend," in effect, of 
two average prices they would receive for portions of their crop. For 
example, assuming price support of cotton produced on the regular farm 
acreage allotment at 32.47 cents rer pound M-1" (the level in effect for 
1962 production), and 8.5 cents per pound export subsidy, blende·d prices 
would average the following for increases above regular allotments as 
shown: 

Percentage of increase 
above regular farm allotmen_t 

5 
10 
15 
20 
25 
30 

Average "ble:ic!.ed price" 
,£,_en-t;s 'l1er ;po·md 

32.07 · 
31.70 
31.,36 
31.05 

• 30. 77 
3~.51 

A draft bill dated March 2, 1962, constituting a reworking of bill language 
previously studied by the full Committee, and reflecting the program above 
described, is attacbed as part of this report. 

The subcommittee also studied, on the basis of direction from the full 
Committee, the combination blended price-trade incentive plan the outlines 
of which, as develo~ed by the full Comm.ttee, ·were as follows: 

a. A basic allotment of 17 million acres. 
b. Choice A: Basic allotment at present price support. 
c. Choice B: Basic allotment plus 20 :percent, with an 

8.5 cent per :pound marketing fee. 
d. Continue export subsidy at 8.5 cents :per pound. 
e. M'e..rketing fee collections, plus CCC funds, would be 

used to provide adequate domestic trade incentive to be truly competitive. 
f. "P.educe trade incentive when J;)OSsible, as consumption 

and acreage eXJ;)and. 

A detailed com~arison of this plan in the light of present legislation was 
ma.de--such comparison including an examination of figures as to total 
supply, offtake, CCC activity, and ex:penditures required to finance opera­
tions over a two-year :Period. On the basis of this study the subcommittee 
concluded that cost factors associated with the plan were incompatible with 
criteria for program development under which the subcommittee was working. 

" 
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The subcommittee also discussed an ex~ort market plan, however it was 
decided that this plan would not be submitted to the Department for possible 
legislative consideration. Details of this plan, which also would be 
supplementary to present provisio~s of law, are as follows: 

Export Market Plan. 

In the event the Secretary determines the need for a national 
marketing <J_Uota which would make ·e.·r.ailable a national acreage allotment in 
excess of ta) 17.0 million acres (exclucing the national acreage reserve 
for minimum farm allot:.:ie~ts of 310,000 ac~cs) in establi~hing the marketing 
guota for the initial year following enactm~nt of this p~ovisiou, or 
tb) 16.0 million acres (excludin~ the national acreage reserve for minimum 
farm allotments of 310,000 acres} for any year subseq~ent to such initial 
year, he may authorize a :program embodying the following major provisions. 

a. Determine the national marketing gµcta, and determine 
and distribute the ilBtional acreage allotment to producerLJ a3 provided under 
current law. The resulting farm acreage allotment would co:istitute the 
"regular farm acreage allotment." 

b. Provide for an increase of up to 30 l)e~cent at the 
discretion of the producer, of the regular·farm acreage allotment determined 
for each farm, the production from such increased acreage constituting 
"supplemental export cotton." • 

c. Growers electing to produce supplemental export cotton 
would be required to export such cotton, or an equivalent poundage, or 
arrange for its export, without benefit of the export subsidy, and within 
a reasonable :period of time .as dete:i:mined by the ~1)8,rtment. Producer 
returns for this cotton thus would reflect world market prices. 

d. Cotton not so exported within the time limitation would 
be subject to an appropriate ~nalty as determined by the Department. The 
producer of such cotton would be liable for :payment of the penalty. Payment 
of the penalty, however, would not relieve the producer of the continuing 
obligation to export the cotton, or otherwise dispose of it in channels 
other than domestic consumption channels. 

e. Methods and procedures would be developed to provide 
for and facilitate the movement of supplemental export cotton through 
normal channels of trade. 

f. The determination of the amount of supplemental export 
cotton for any producer would be made on a basis identical to that now 
followed in determining the farm marketing excess. An exception would be 
provided however to cover the handling of small quantities of supplementa.J. 
export cotton--perhaps limited to farms for which the acreage planted in 
excess of t·he r~gularf'arm acreage allotment was not more than 1.0 acre. 
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In such situations the producer could satisfy his obligation through payment 
of a marketing fee on the supplemental eXJ_:)ort cotton calculated at the 
eXJ_:)ort subsidy ra.te then in effect. Having met this requirement tlle . .-pro­
ducer would be free to dispose of the cotton in any manner he chose, and 
such cotton would be eligible for price support. 

g. Release and reap:portionment provisions would continue 
to operate as at present, applicable to the regular farm acreage allotment. 

h. Acreage devoted to the :;;,rod.uction of' supplem~ntal export 
cotton would not count as history for purj;i()ses of detarmining future 
allotments. 

i. Supplemental export co·cton would not be included in the 
estimate of eXJ.Jorts for pur~ses of determining the national m~keting 
quota. 

The subcommittee aJ.so discussed., l:-:i·.a li!llit~u. ira~-, th~ problem of produc­
tion research on cotton. A :iotion was made and pas~ed l)Ointing out the 
urgent need for additional emphasis on cotton production research, aimed 
at reduc~g production costs and assisting in making cotton more com;petitive. 

Res:pectfully su'!:>mi·tted: 

.. 
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ovembe 15, 1961 

Dear Friend: 

Foll win up y 1 tt r to y u f Septem er 
27 concernin the rec gniti n f the Churches 
of Christ in T ng nyika, I am ending along 
t y u an ther rep rt I hav received through 
the Stat D p rtment p ople. 

ment 
I will keep y u 

t ey ccur. 
ted d vel p-

With warrn ersonal r gards, I am 

Sin er ly, 

i ir. Billie Sol Este 
P. o. Box 1052 

Lynd n B. John on 

E 
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WASHINGTON 
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Dear i'r1end: 

I QM SU?' will nt t th 
c d l i r-c i _ro 
s a tnr t- th r r 
r o ,., ition or tt1e eh 

Cb a nga • 

~,s soon as a r pol'.'t fr-om the 
Consul te '..1 • r l r,"',. oh. h .i. e I 111 n-ite 

OU gin 

inc rely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

Mr. n1111e ~ol Est s 
052 



,.r..uREe ..... Oi='HCIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE. SECRETARY OF STATE 

Wl'.SHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

September2 5, 1961 

ar Mr. Vice Pr sid nt: 

I ha.v rour l tt r of S ptember 15 regardin r co iti n of 
th Churches ot Christ in Tan anyika.. 

The D ~rtment learn d earlier ti onth that th Church of 
Christ was having difficult., :in ettin offici l r cognition in 
Tangan ika. ocordin v, th Depart: ent requ sted a full report 
on the probl fr m the Consulate Gen al in Dar-es-Sal • 

The Church of Christ ur e t t th Depa.rt t pr 
reco iti no it hurch b fore Tanganyika b oomes in p ndent 
or British rul in D oember. Tan anyika, how v r, h s had full 
uton sine m;'" 1, 1961, and the qu stion of rec gni tion 

th ref re no l r f lla thin the o pet c o the British 
Government. 

I hall write to you a. in as on as the D pa,rtm nt has 
r port fr the Consulate Gen ral. 

Sine rely ., oure, 

For th c ore r of State: 

Brook y 
As it t S oretary 

Th V1o Pr sid nt; 

Unit d t tea enate. 
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Th Hono ahl Broo Hays 
sist nt Secretary 

Departm nt of State 
hi on 25, D. e. 

For report 
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repl,/ f 
b e 1 

June 25, 1953 

t.'l'Jtr 

r.:.ng 
uesd 

I . , 

incer • 1 

, .. lC ('!; ~ t 
cned is a 
".'1106 lla, 1 

edn r>day of 

Lyn n B. o son 

te 
ic d Conservation Co . ·tte 
as Junior Ch ~b r of Commerce 

Pecos, ex s 



June 23, 1953 

Billie Sol E t -. State Chairman 
ricultur and Con ervation Con mittee 

ex s Junior Chamb r f Commerce 
Pecos, xa 

•AGR 

Governm nt l :Oo PM 

Rete 1: hank you f r benefit of your iew s. .. m ubmit in your ecommenda • ion 

to Committee now considering bill. 

Official usines 
Cheapest Day Ra e 

/ p 

Lyndo B. ohnson, USS 

S. 2106 was referred to Department of Agriculture for report. 



PENDING CALLS - 5/31/62 - P~·M.' 

UnderSecy Murphy, c 111 x 6158 ( 12:25) 

Art Fogelman - DE 2-1213 (1:00) 

Bill Parker, Greenville, Texas - Op 60 - GL 5-6414 
( 1: 10) 

Booth Mooney - EX 3-2040 ( 1:45) 

Mrs. Eig. ilnited Jewish Appeals - EM 2-5462 
(Home: OL 6-7088) re Mrs. Johnson's appearing 
as honor guest at luncheon at Indian Springs 
Country Club on June 18th. Sent invitation but 
they haven't heard. (2: 10) 

Mr. Fel~ - wh·te House (2:30) 

Ray Roberts - heard that Jesse Kellam' s son-in­
law died - would like a call. ( 2: 3 5) 
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. . .. 

To VP Johnson 

From Paul Bolt,n 

Re: Heileman Statements 

MCl>nday, May 21 

( 

This ornin& I checked the Austin A erican & Statesman 
I 

at the public library (They did, not have the F rt Worth & 

Houst n newspapers, and will, have to look elsewhere for· the 

The . Austin American,. Dated Sept .. 12, 1956, used a UPI 

stery which said in part: 

tomorrow). 

...... Liberal leader Jerry Balleman, executive secretary of the 

Sta,te Fe eratien of Labor, ch reed a Rayburn-Johnson deal with 

Governor-elect Price Daniel that did net include the hard core 

loyalists. 
I . 

''ile're always· :oing to fight fG>r the uaax real de ocrats 

of Texas," he said bitterly. "Y u can feed the on defeatg but 

you can· never • feed the on betrayal. n-

Those were hard words to use on figures of such macnitude as 

Raypurn and Johnson, but Rayburn refuse<i to cement for publication 

on what Holleman s id. Both emphasize thatg they are de ocrats 

'without prefix or suffiE, and . said, 11We want to elect a commi.t~ee 

loyal to the De ocratic partyc". 

** 
In a story dated Sep~-• 14, Holleman and Schmidt issued· a 

statement in which. they accused Daniel of "the most open, blatant 

nd. rank stealing· f votes ever seen in Texas, 11 at be 

conventiol10. 

(more later , as I can find it) 



Bolt·n 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 

IJ 

AIRMAIL SPECIAL 
Vice President Lyndon B. J hnson, 

Ca itol Buildin:, 

Washin:ton, D.C. 
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
TEXAS 

Dear 

,nitrh ~fairs ~tnair 
@££ire nf tqe ~entnrratie 1fi,eaber 

~aslfinghm, :!B• GI. 

Production and postage charges on the 
Senator's radio reports for -------
were -----

If you will, pl~ase, at your earliest 
convenience, remit to me your check for the 
amount above drawn in favor of the Senate 
Recording Studio. Remittance here, 207 U.S. 
Courthouse, Austin, Texas, is for the purpose 
of consolidating and transmitting to Washing­
ton checks from over the State. 

With kindest petsonal regards and best 
wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Clifton C. Carter 
Assistant to 
Lyndon B. Johnson 

REMIT TO 207 U.S. COURTHOUSE, AUSTIN. 
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'­
t 9:30 this morning, D ke eLoche came by to 

"" see me. H brought with him Mr. McCluskey and M . Cook. 
Mr. McCluskey and Mr. Cook rem ined in the outsid office. 
I told DeLoche that I h d canv s dour offic peopl to s e 
what, if y, contact had be n made With Billie Sol t s 
and wanted to report to him on the r sult of th t can as. 
I told him then th t th r had been a few pi.ec of corr s­
pondenc back an forth. includin the following: 

(l) Th transmitt l of public ocum nt n cotton 
acreage allotments, a alr ady r port d by m.e to McCluskey 
and Cook li•r. 

(2) Lett r to both Carter 
in behalf of Mattox =a.a had alr ady b 

aid nt 
n r p rted in the Pr s . 

(3) letter from Mr. Fost r to Carter concerning 
personal appe· ranees o purch sers of new land. I show d him 
ho we handled uch corr spondence with r ferr lips :id 
routine tr nsmitt 1 back to th con titu nt . 

""- ... ~. 
• I 

, r (4) Several piece of corre pondenc cone; rning 
1 the Church of Chri t mis ionari in Tanganyika, all of which 

h d b n handl s&Jne routine manner. 

I told him insof r s th Vice r ident wa 
concern d ther h d bee ood many rumor like the ones 
he had e lier brought to m , but that th re just wa n 't nythi g 
to y of m. I told him I had talked wit the Vice Presid nt 
and of r s the Vic resid nt could reme b • h ad 
nev r had at lephon call from ates and had nev r handled 
a letter from him per onally. The Vic Pr sident h d just 

..::.. -'i • met him socially at his hom on o e occasion which had 
t •1'\ I .. ; .. already been de rib and on that occasion E t told the 
• ~-~Ii~~~! Vic: President he had to b ag inst the Vice President' n 

• ill:~;~$~~.. for Governor. The Vice President told Est s h did not have 
·r~:i,,. --..-,;

1
.=~~a m n for Gov rnor. I told DeLoche th t you had told me to 

'fl:"t", f.!- furni h him whatever nform tion w had. l then told him 
• ,~-' that 1 had talked with Cliff C rter and foun that Cliff h d 



\ 
I 



(3) 

I I 

I told him the financing of th tap 
on local b sis- .. many occasions by radio and tel v1 ion 

tations and newspapers, a w ll s by th local citizens 
inter te in th pr sentation of public is ue then current. 

In s"""'.._ ........ ~ry, I told him that E ste had not aske 
nor receiv d any favors during the whole p riod of Carter's 
acquaintance with hi Th sole r quest to C rter from 

tes was for information in the arch c 1 and tlu 
requ t wa not grant d. I told him that Carter had rec ived 
no personal gifts of any kind from te a d that Carter 
i not and never had been connected with ste bu iness 
ventures and had no knowledg of Est s• variou deal . 
I tol him Carter kn w only of t s • reputation a l rge-

1 :farm r. 

D Loch ai th t it h. e per onal opinion th 
non of thi amounted to much, but that hi advice th t 
it ought to b made a tter of record with th FBI o that 
w would be ·n a po ition of saying to ny one at any point 
later t t all contact between st and our oflic had b en 
turned over to the FBI. sugge t d that we allow Mr. McClu key 
an r. Cook to int rview Cliff and let Cliff t 11 them the 

"' abov fact so they can b de a part of th report. He 
told me that the I report go only to the J'ustice Department and 
are not avail ble to the press, Congres ional Com.mitt e , the 

• • T xa ttorney General or anyon l e. 1 told him I would discu • 
thi recommendation with Cliff and if Cliff w a agreeable we would 
set up appointment for hi re-com.men tion to b carried out. 
DeLoche d he would be happy to sit in on th meeting 1£ I thought 
wise o that it could be kept on an ven keel which he had no 
doubt bout and th t th y ould be happy for m to sit in if 
l wi bed to do so. 





MEMORANDUM 

Basically, the proportions of the Estes case nationally are 
wholly artificial and undeserved. What justifies the national 
interest -- and supports the present overemphasis by the press -­
is not just the assumption of political involvements but is rather 
the fact that Billie Sol himself is so greatly overblown in the 
image of the press and public. 

He is commonly identified by the most complimentary terminology: 
i.e., "businessman," "financier," "boy wonder," etc. Each of these 
terms of identification magnifies the story into something it is 
not. Estes is none of these things -- he is demonstrably stupid; 
his only magic was thievery and fraud; and to regard him as a 
financier is as erroneous as to regard a bank robber as a capital­
ist. 

Scandal stories of this kind consistently feed on glamorizing 
small caliber culprits into persons of magnitude, importance and 
even respectability. Under Truman such was the case for Johnny 
Maragon and a number of the other small fry at RFC. Likewise, under 
Eisenhower, Goldfine -- although he had accomplished some substan­
tial success -- was ma·gnifed out of proportion. Numerous other 
ex?mples could be cited. 

The point is that political Administrations often allow them­
selves to be unduly embarrassed by refraining from calling crooks 
"crooks" or peanut operators "peanut operators." It is my belief 
and my suggestion -- that much of the steam could be taken out of 
the Estes affair if in effect a spokesman for the Administration 
at the highest levels -- would "read him out of the human race." 

To put this in the proper perspective, Billie Sol operated a 
highly refined holdup gang. He got his money from financial insti­
tutions with paper rather than guns -- but the comparison is exact. 
Niceties of the law aside, his actions were those of a criminal -­
not those of a reputable, proved and established businessman who 
might be classified as at least a gentlemanly crook. 

Dcterm:rwr~ ;n be an 
t<!niinistrnrv~ marking 

I think these points are overlooked: 

1. Estes' schemes had no possibility of succeeding. 
If he had bought all the influence available in 
Washington -- or if Washington had conferred vir­
tually every pertinent favor upon his operations 
the venture still would have been foredoomed. 

dy _QC-(1 · ~-On.a---!i ..-El-~ 



2. His pricing policy on ammonia and his discount policy 
on the tank paper prove that he had neither the sense 
of a businessman nor the sense of a mentally deficient 
criminal. He was simply not the bright, sharp, almost 
successful operator portrayed in the popular image. 

3. It was an essential part of his criminality to conceal 
his purpose behind a facade of religion. He has left 
hundreds of his fellow churchmen -- who were taken by 
him on this basis alone -- facing lifelong ruin. (Of 
course, the culpalbility of the churchmen themselves 
is considerable, since even those who refused to be a 
party to his schemes failed to take action against him.) 

4. What collapsed was the element of his operations which 
had nothing to do with the Government -- i.e., his 
selling of nonexistent tanks. The only way in which 
this could have been suspected or detected would have 
required a surmise equivalent to assuming that a car 
dealer registering new car sales at the courthouse 
and meeting the monthly installments on the purchase 
notes was in effect selling nonexistent cars. It is 
unreasonable to expect individuals or the Government 
to have had such suspicions. 

Other points could be listed. It is perhaps sufficient to 
make the final point that Estes has not enjoyed the trust, respect 
or confidence of the reputable business or political community in 
the area of his principal operations. Most successful men knew 
long ago that something was wrong with his operations and would 
not touch him. 

As a result of the image given Estes by the national press 
at present, everybody touched by him appears to be a coconspirator 
when in truth and in fact all of them were victims of a criminal 
operation. Until a deliberate effort is made to downgrade Estes, 
this aspect will continue to contribute to trouble for the Admini­
stration. 

I would strongly suggest that the weekly press conference be 
used for a display of contempt for the man so that it is unmistak­
ably clear that there is no basis, need or desire for the Admini­
stration to shelter and protect him. It is not enough merely to 
announce that all resources of the Government are being marshalled 
to investigate or "get to the bottom" of his operations. This 

- 2 -



kind of announcement only carries with it the implication that he 
had a more substantial, more important and more successful opera­
tion than actually was the case and that he was a more substantial 
operator than the facts demonstrate. If a Presidential display of 
anger -- as distinguished from irritation -- and contempt could be 
expressed, the whole thing would deflate to proper proportions. 

Nobody has yet suggested that Estes was a criminal or even 
that he was a "con" man. In fact his reputation is far greater 
now nationally -- and he is being exalted to a much higher level 
nationally -- than ever he attained among those who knew him best. 
Estes is thriving on all this because he is a man of very modest 
intellectual capacity, who is consumed mainly by ego. Deflate 
him -- turn the tide of public opinion into contempt rather than 
the present awe -- and, I think, the entire case will shortly 
take on an entirely different perspective. Estes does not rate 
with the Insuls of history -- or even with the Goldfines. He is 
probably not even the equivalent of a BenJack Cage. His is simply 
a small-bore burglar who stole from both neighbors and national 
corporations. His case placed in proper perspective is a case 
for the police reporters, not a case for the serious national 
columnists and editorialists. 

- 3 -



MEMORANDUM: 

TO: Senator Johnson 

FROM; Lloyd Hand 

RE: Pecos Labor Problem 

Cliff Carter called last night (11:00 P" Me) strongly 
urging that you attend the conference this morning between 
Secretary Mitchell and representatives of the Texas farmers 
to urge his consideration of their problem which stems from 
the minimum wage ceiling imposed by Secretary Mitchell., 

Cliff states Yarborough will be present and the 
farmers in that area with whom Cliff has been talking the past 
two days are desperately concerned., He has visited Plainview, 
Ralls and other areas and states the problem is not confined 
to just the Pecos area. 

I explained the delicacy of this problem. Cliff's judgment 
is to favor the growers and users over tDrganiied labor, if 
necessaryo He states as an example ·11 Sol Estes., in whom 
we are very interestedo He has 26,000 acres of crops and 
stands to lose $250, 000 if labor is not available for harvestingo 
Two farmers, L. D. McNeel and W. J .. Worsham, are en-
route to D. C. for this meeting. Others are already here" 
Cliff called from Bill Jackson's home in Lubbock. 
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Mr. Bob Sherrill 
Trans Peco Cotton Assn. 
Pecos, Texas 

ET A 
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Mr .. Billy Sol Estes 
Pecos, Tex s 
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l'f US AG Ir OMOR O AF'TE NOON, AT WHICH TIME 
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PR BLEM TO OUR AREA 
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SOLUTION AND KEE IN MIND YOUR INTEREST. REGARDS. 

LYNDON B JOHNSON 



·. ~f: 
1?.;• 

'. ;~·tf\~\)J\,,·:~/: 
LETED Two: Hotnt· 8· . 
'('·•", •. {'.. .. • .... , ""'~" • ·. . 
7~ ••-,c,x.~ ~ ~ 

CLUDINO···MINIMUM 'WAOE ISSU I -~ •· Kl 
:.,:.~--.,, ,it.~(.<~-' • •"!). .... ,.· ,., • ;1 .• :- •', ·';. :; • 

~-WAS~~EN~, ~MT·Al>~TllA 
(:~ t'. • . \.'. -·~ , . .:.. ; ;•·,v.:.,:,•·. ,, • •. •'.. ,• -;· ' : : 

. . 'TANT; All nroa PD Cl\ET All_Y . 
•lf· :'. :(}':·· ; .• : • .·: .. , . . ' .• 

CE. ,,ltOBLEM.~D..,L BE rua~• 
J, , .. ,. •. . . ' 

' Jo ' • • ~ • 



LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
TEXAS 

Dear Friend: 

~eb ~tahs ~emtit 
@ffit.e nf i4.e ~.emnttatit %.e~.er 

~asqingtou, ~. C!!. 

August 11, 1958 

Recalling your interest in the bracero program, 
and particularly the wage formula, I am sending 
you a letter from the Secretary of Labor, to­
gether with a memorandum indicating the conclu­
sions reached between the Department and the ad­
visory group of growers. 

Again, let me assure you of my continuing desire 
to be helpful in the settlement of this problem. 
I shall continue to keep in touch with all de­
velopments and keep in mind your interest. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

~ 

~ 

SEE ATTACHED LIST OF NAMES THAT THIS LETTER WAS 
WRITrEN TO. 

LBJ:ACP: jw 



tMr. J. Dean, Jr. 
General Manager, Lazy K Ranch 
Helotes, Texas 

Mr. Stanley B. Crockett, President 
Lower Rio Grande Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Weslaco, Texas 

Mr. Dan Seitz 
421 East Gore 
Pharr, Texas 

Mr. Cecil Morris 
Gonzales Production Credit Association 
P. o. Box 98 
Gonzales, Texas 

Mr. H. L. Dent, Secretary 
Chamber of Commerce 
Hale Center, Texas 

Mr. William P. Sauer 
Box 516 
Van Horn, Texas 

Mr. J. H. West, President 
Texas Fa.rm Bureau 
Bishop, Texas 

Mr. Steve U. Sredanovich 
P. o. Box 215 
Dell City, Texas 

Mr. c. H. Langford 
Bandera, Texas 

Mr. Doyle L. Ziler 
P. o. Box 127 
Dell City, Texas 

Mr. R. A. Boyd, President 
Lubbock County Farm Bureau 
Lubbock, Texas 

~ 
Mr. Bill Thomason 
Bryan, Texas 

Mr. Coye Heard 
Route 1 
Anton, Texas 

Mr. w. o. Stephens 
Route 1 
Sunray, Texas 



Mr. B. J. Holland 
Plainview, Texas 

Mr. Dee w. Martin 
Route 3 
Plainview, Texas 

Mr. Lance Sears 
1211 East 13th Street 
Sweetwater, Texas 

Mr. L. W. Phillips 
Muleshoe, Texas 
M 
Mr. Bob Jacobs 
Muleshoe, Texas 

Mr. Read Wipprecht 
P. o. Box 4167 
College Station, Texas 

Mr. D. E. Denney 
P. o. Box 85 
Wolfe City, Texas 

Mr. Billy Sol Estes 
Pecos, Texas 

Mr. F. B. Godinez, Jr. 
~ 
Pharr, Texas 

Mr. o. H. Pattillo, President 
Kleberg County Farm Bureau 
Kingsville, Texas 

Honorable Van N. Culpepper 
801 Quince Street 
McAllen, Texas 

Mr. Cecil Phillips 
Gail Route 
Big Sring, Texas 

Mr. George w. Baker 
821 B. C. 
McAllen, Texas 

Mr. John F. Harris 
Box 476 
Crystal City, Texas 

Mr. Ernest Williams, Executive Secretary 
Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association 
P. o. Box 1486 
San Angelo, Texas 

Mr. Joe w. Pacheck 
Plaza Drug Store 
233 Earl Garrett Street 
Kerrville, Texas 

Mr. Bob Sherrill, Manager 
Trans-Pecos Cotton Association, Inc. 
Pecos, Texas 



Wnittb i,tate~ ~enate ,. 

MEMORANDUM 

Arthur 

talk to Lloyd and youall work out something 
there 

LBJ 



Wnittb ~tatt~ ~tnate 

MEMORANDUM 

5/1/9:30 

Lloyd says that J O B
O 

Kirkland 
and another man are in Walters 
office now about the same matter. 

a 

~ 
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
TEXAS 
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May 31, 1962 

MEMORANDUM: 

At 9:30 this morning, Deke DeLoach came by 
to see me, at my request. I had called him on Friday, 
May 25, and requested the meeting. At that time I offered 
to do it that day or Saturday, May 26. He suggested we 
do it Monday, May 28 at 3:00 P. M. On Monday morning 
he called and said he was being sent to Omaha on a rush 
trip and wanted to postpone the meeting until Thursday, 
May 31. I offered to see him on Monday before his plane 
left, but he stated he had to go to the Doctor to have his 
foot worked on and could not do it that dayo 

When Mr. DeLoach came to the office, he 
brought with him Mr. McCloskey and Mr. Cook. Mr. 
McCloskey and Mr. Cook remained in the outside office. 
I told DeLoach that at the request of the Vice President 
I had canvassed our office people to see what, if any, 
contacts had been made with Billie Sol Estes and wanted 
to report to him on the results of that canvass. I told him 
then that there had been a few pieces of correspondence back 
and forth, including the following: 

(1) The transmittal of a public document on 
cotton acreage allotments, as already reported by me to 
McCloskey and Cook earlier. 

(2) Letters to both Carter and the Vice President 
in behalf of Mattox--as had already been reported in the Press. 

(3) A letter from Mr. A. B. Foster to Carter 
concerning personal appearances of purchasers of new land. 
I showed him how we handled such correspondence with 
referral slips and routine transmittals back to the con­
stituents. 

(4) Several pieces of correspondence concerning 

the Church of Christ missionaries in Tanganyika, all of 
which had been handled in the same routine manner. 



I told him ·_nsofar as the Vice President was 
concerned there had been a good many rumors like the ones 
he had earlier brought to me, but that there just wasn't 
anything to any of them. I told him I had talked with the 
Vice President and so far as the Vice President could 
remember, he had never had a telephone call from Estes 
and had never handled a letter from him personally. The 
Vice President had just met him socially in a receiving 
line at his home on the one occasion which had already 
been described. I told DeLoach that the Vice President 
had told me to furnish him whatever information we had. 
I then told him that I had talked with Cliff Carter and 
found that Cliff had some very limited contacts with Estes 
which consisted pretty much of the following: 

(1) Meeting of Estes in 1958 in Bryan through 
the local Church of Christ minister who had just heard Estes 
make a speech to the students at A&: M College. 

(2) Attending a dinner in January at which Estes 
was the host and which some 60 other people attended, at 
which time Estes had given Cliff several tickets to the 
Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner which Estes had already 
bought. I told him Cliff distributed these to the lower paid 
stenographers and staff members who could not afford to 
buy tickets for themselves. 

(3) Cliff had received several telephone calls 
from Estes during the early months of this year-•one in 
January, saying Estes would be up here shortly and would 
like to drop by and see Cliff, two in February and March 
saying he had gotten an appointment with Mr. Ralph some 
time in April and would be coming back to Washington, and 
one in late March saying he (Estes) heard that we were 
investigating him and asking Cliff if he knew anything about it. 
I told him Cliff reported he knew nothing about it and Estes 
asked if he found out anything about it would he please let 
him know. I told De Loach Cliff did not call Estes back. 

(4) Estes was one of many people who paid small 
amounts for tapes of public service non-political broadcasts 
by the then Senator Johnson. Out of four years he ha{:l [ov~· ded h 

· • 
5 1 1axnou.ntin to. ;lj a mont . 

the tapes for something hke 1 to 7 months,. The tran ct1 ns 
were handled entirely through the Texas office and the Vice 
President had no knowledge of any individuals involved as all 

amounts were paid directly to the Senate Recording Studio. 



(3) 

I told him the financing of the tapes was handled 
on a local basis--many occasions by radio and television 
stations and newspapers, as well as by the local citizens 
interested in the presentation of public issues then current. 

In summary, I told him that Estes had not asked 
nor received any favors during the whole period of Carter's 
acquaintance with him. The sole request to Carter from 
Estes was for information in the March call and this 
request was not granted. I told him that Carter had· received 
no personal gifts of any kind from Estes and that Carter 
is not and never had been connected with Estes business 
ventures and had no knowledge of Estes' various deals. 
I told him Carter knew only of Estes' reputation as a large­
scale farmer. 

De Loche said that it was his personal opinion that 
non of this amounted to much, but that his advice was that 
it ought to be made a matter of record with the FBI so that 
we would be in a position of saying to any one at any point 
later that all contacts between Estes and our office had been 
turned over to the FBI.I-fusuggested that we allow Mr. McCluskey 
and Mr. Cook to interview Cliff and let Cliff tell them the 
above facts so they can be made a part of the report. He 
told me that the FBI reports go only to the Justice Department and 
are not available to the press, Congressional Committees, the 
Texas Attorney General or anyone else. I told him I would discuss 
this recommendation with Cliff and if Cliff was agreeable we would 
set up an appointment for his recommendation to be carried out. 
DeLoche said he would be happy to sit in on the meeting if I thought 
wise so that it could be kept on an even keel which he had no 
doubt about and that they would be happy for me to sit in if 
I wished to do so. 

Walter Jenkins 



May 31, 1962 

MEMORANDUM: 

~ At 9:30 this morning, Deke DeLoche came by to 
see me. He brought with him Mr. McCluskey and Mr. Cook. 
Mr. McCluskey and Mr. Cook remained in the outside office. 
I told De Loche that I had canvassed our office people to see 
what, if any, contacts had been made with Billie Sol Estes 
and wanted to report to him on the results of that canvass. 
I told him then that there had been a few pieces of corres­
pondence back and forth, including the following: 

(1) The transmittal of a public document on cotton 
acreage allotments, as already reported by me to McCluskey 
and Cook earlier. 

(2) Letters to both Carter and the Vice President 
in behalf of Mattox =as had already been reported in the Press. 

(3) A letter from Mr. oster to Carter concerning 
personal appearances of purchasers of new land. I showed him 
how we handled such correspondence with referral slips and 
routine transmittals back to the constituents. 

(4) Several pieces of correspondence concerning 
the Church of Christ missionaries in Tanganyika, all of which 
had been handled in the same routine manner. 

I told him insofar as the Vice President was 
concerned there had been a good many rumors like the ones 
he had earlier brought to me, but that there just wasn't anything 
to any of them. I told him I had talked with the Vice President 
and so far as the Vice President could remember, he had 
never had a telephone call from Estes and had never handled 
a letter from him personally. The Vice President had just 
met him social yl\at pis home on tne one occasion which had 
already been described,a-Rd on that occasion Estes told the 
Vice President he had to be against the Vice President's man 
for Governor. The Vice President told Estes he did not have 
a man for Governor. I told DeLoche that you had told me to 

furnish him whatever information we . I then told him 

,rv.-·, .. d'! .. U'lt.ialked • d µ. 1·££ ad 
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had some very limited contacts with him which consisted 
pretty much of the following: 

(1) Meeting of Estes in 1958 in Bryan through 
the local Church of Christ minister who had just heard 
Estes make a speech to the students at A & M Collegeo 

(2) Attending a dinner in January at which 
Estes was the hos and which some othe people attended, 
at which time Estes had given Cliff 'i'&r-1. tickets to the Jefferson­
Jackson Day Dinner which Estes had already boughto I told 
him Cliff distributed these to the lower paid stenographers 
and staff members who could not afford to buy tickets for 
themselves. 

(3) Cliff had received several telephone calls 
from Estes during the early months of this year--one in 
January, saying Estes would p here shortly and would 
like to. drop by and see Cliff, in February tlis rn sing, ~ 
alt,.ernate- p a ·ng-bu a-sking n.o favo;rs, ene in ~arly 
March saying he had gotten an appointment with Mro 
Ralph some time in April and would be coming back to 
Wash· to , and one in late .Ma eh saying he (Estes) heard 
that t-ret,-as .... he-~g investigat~ an asking Cliff if he knew 
anything about it. I told him C if£ reported he knew nothing 
about it and Estes asked if he found out anything about it 
would he please let him know. I told him Cliff did not call 
him back. eLoche aid at this point that this was pr ably the 
basis for stes' sta ement that he would eall Johnso and stop 
the investigationo I told DeLo he that I ad question d Cliff 
very ca efully on t at point a d Cliff s ys that at n time 
did E fus ask him to do anyt ing to st p the invest· gation. 
DeLoche said it was obvious that we ad not done so because 
the 'Justice Department records showed no such call and no 
such request. 

(4) Estes was one of many people who paid 
amounts for tapes of public s r ic ~on- olitj. al , r a 
by the then Senator Johnson. • ont:·~........,--c:!0ITI1~H:n 

around 15 to 17 monthso The transactions were handled entirely 
through the Texas office and the Vice President had no knowledge 
of any individuals involved as all amounts were paid directly to 

the Senate Recording Studioo 
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June 1, 1962 

MEMORANDUM: 

I went over to see Ken O'Donnell about 1:30 
today, but he was at lunch. I left word for him to call 
me when he got back. I called for him about 3:30 and 
he was with the President in the Mansion. His secretary 
said she would call me when he got through. I was called 
at 5 :45 and went right over. I told him I wanted to tell 
him about three meetings I had had with the FBI because 
I wanted to be sure he knew everything that was to be known 
that might be of interest. While we were talking the President 
stepped out of his office and spoke to him briefly about the 
George Humphrey testimony before the Stockpiling Sub­
committee. 

I went over all three meetings with Ken and 
after hearing it all he said the same thing DeLoach had 
said earlier--that this was "a lot of crap" only he used a 
more pungent term. He said he appreciated my telling 
him about it and thought we had done exactly the right thing 
in making it available to the FBI even though it did not 
amount to anything. He said that all of them there felt that 
the New York Herald Tribune had been terribly unfair 
both in connection with the Carter letter and the Johnson 
letter and 11that 1 s the reason we have stopped reading it 
around here. " 

I told him we were getting a lot of criticism 
about nothing being done on Bean. He said" I thought that had 
already been done. It was supposed to have 11 and he made a 
note on his bad. 

I then told him about Murphy and our having 
had nothing to do with any of the high level appointments 
except Connally. He said he well knew that and that Murphy 
was appointed on the recommendation of Harry Truman. I 
then told him that Yarborough was saying that the Kennedy group 

were for him and that Connally' s hands were tied and could not 



(2} 

denounce labor. I asked him to tell me for the record 
what had been done on the various contacts. He said 
about as follows: "I made some of the contacts and I 
will have to say that people did not jump with glee over 
the prospect, but if that was what the President wanted 
they would try to do it. Walter Reuther was the only one 
that expressed interest in doing anything openly. The 
President and I talked to Goldberg and he said his 
relationship with them were such that he could talk 
more personally than I could and we asked that he do it. I 
believe he has done so, particularly with Dubinsky and 
Potofsky.'' 

Ken said they were catching a little hell today 
from the press because John is supposed to be playing tapes 
in the Latin districts saying that the President had endorsed 
Connally. I said that I had not heard it and doubted it very 
much and he said rnr don't know why not if it would help him. 
That's the way we play it in Massachusetts." JL also told him 
that we thought they were making a terrible mistake in not 
calling Berg er since he was getting all the dough and was 
talking around about the case. He said he certainly agreed and 
would check it. 

Ken said "Tell the Vice President that I have 
talked to a lot of people about this case and I have yet to 
hear the slightest whisper that the Vice President is 
involved in it in any way. I don't think anybody, including 
the New York Herald Tribune, really thinks so. 

Larry O'Brien came in at that point and we 
visited a moment or two and that was the end of it. 

Walter Jenkins 
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