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Class of Service
—

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- ' 
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address.

WunTo nN .
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT

1201

T'r.o filin? time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

»WP267 PD=SANDI EGO TEX 20 4>8P
^SENATOR LONDON JOHNSON=i MARK A pM 6 /<5

1 WOULD APPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH IF YOU WILL PUT THE PRESSURE 
ON SOME FRIEND AND TRY AND GET ME FOUR RESERVED TICKETS FOR 
THE DERBY MAY 6TH YOUR FRIEND-

/ -GEORGE PARR-



WESTERN
# UNION #

W. P. MARSHALL., PRESIDENT

DOMESTIC SERVICE V

Check the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent as a full rate telegram

FULL RATE 
TELEGRAM SERIAL

DAY 
^LETTER

NIGHT 
LETTER

J INTERNATIONAL SERVICE V

Check the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent at the full rate

FULL 
RATE DEFERRED

»X0DE NIGHT
LETTER

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD TYPE OR WRITE MESSAGE PLAINLY WITHIN THE HEAVY LINE BORDER 
USE DARK INK OR PENCIL

Washington, D. C.

Send the following message, subject to the terms of the Western Union Telegraph Company, which are hereby agreed to

1241—(1-50)
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June Az, 19k9

Dear George i

Here's a copy of a letter which X haw 
juet written to MMWXsey LsMs ads-^t Jose Caroia, ZD JolM told you 
cm tee MsMG it’s extremely difficult to do anything in a case 
like this, but I'N hopeful Amt tills MMt be ho3^1»

Jolm IAchD talked to E about tee informtion 
you wanted regarding the vocational schools and Mmt organisation 
they operated WOW, If X understood him correctly, you are Ln- 
terssted in the vooatlmml schools providing training for veterans* 
If I an correct in this, th® schools are WWW tee jurisdiction of 
the Veterans MahwlMi

This program is administered through
lir, A, V. Sterling, Assistant Mainisteater for Vocational IlehaMlitetion 
and Education in the Veterans Acudnistratico here .in uashingten, M 
addition t eterans AdMMuteatdon and MOW connections wth 
Areas wcatioml Gslrools for veterans, ths State Approval Agency with 
hm WW in ZW under the direction of W, ('« B, Cox
are also directl erred nth this program. A® a matter of 
fact MOWW any veterans enrolled in the vocational schools can be 
paid Ly the Veteran© AMM*tian, Ums State Approval Agency met

Mt to tee Veterans Admtniatratim ■ WWWWK of <■ MM, 
OMI a school IMS the approval of Ms state LMEMml Agency then 
the Veterans Adsdnistration will pay suM students as are enrolled 
in th® sc ool.

I hop© this is Ute information teat you 
wanted. If it isn’t, please lot <WUM or M tzm .

p L'00'^1 IXr a..-' .

lytteaa '• Johnson

San Diego, Texas

ccs Congrwwan John Lyle
uC/mhl Veterans—ATocational Training Schools



June 23, W

My dear Friend:

It is a pleasure to send you the attached letter 
from Mr. A. H. Monk, Director of the Training Facilities 
Service of the Veterans Administration. Congressman 
lyle and I were both pleased to note that the Veterans 
Adioinistration agreed to pay tuition to your school dur­
ing the period February 1 to May 1, 19h9.

I enjoyed the opportunity of working with you on 
this natter and hope you will call on me again if there 
is further action required on this or ary other problem.

Enclosed also is a copy of the letter written to 
Mr. Leon P. Howell, Manager of the Veterans Administra­
tion Regional Office at San Antonio by Deputy Adminis­
trator 0. U. Clark.

With every good wish.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

Mr. Remigio M. Garza
Jim Wells County Vocational School
County Courthouse
Alice, Texas

wj/saj
vets - jin wells vocational school



Dear Senator Johnson:

Reference is made to my previous correspondence and telephone 
conversations with your office regarding the payment of tuition 
for veterans enrolled in live project courses in county voca­
tional schools of ' ilson, Duvall, Jii hells, Kerr, Uvalde and 
Real Counties. For your information I am attaching a copy of 
a letter dated June 10, 1949 issued by the Deputy Administrator 
to the Manager of the Regional Office in '-an Antonio, authoriz­
ing payment of this suspended tuition.

I am glad to report that this matter now has been finally re­
solved in favor of the institutions.

Sincerely yours,

Lncl

A. H. KMv
Director, Training Facilities Service for
Vocational Rehabilitation and Education



June 6, 19U9

-.y dear Friend:

The purpose of this note is generally to 
re you teat X have . tten a. ■ I WM

problem with the Voterans dnistration concernin;; 
the suspension of veterans attending Jim . ells 
County Vocational . chool from tee Veterans Administration 
rolls.

I I rave teen in touch with the proper officials 
here nearly every day since you first sent me a 
copy r letter to WWM Lyle. I have 
also with Congressman Lyle and at our 
request a .full report on the situation was asked 
for from the San Antonio regional office, teat 
re:Drt ha ‘.received, WWW CM
trying to work out someway they cai give your 
school some relief.

I don't WWW what tee ou.toor.V v/ill be, but 
I will do iay test and keep you informed.

sincerely,

Lyndon 3. Johnson

. ls Agio ■ . Car^a
Jim ells County Vocational School
County Courthouse
Alice, Texas

te/ VI
TJMMto -.©Us County Vocational School

Rte’W "0 NEM



A

Utzff 10, WW

W dear Friend:

I very such appreciate your having sent 
MB a copy of MW ondence with Con M
lyls regarding M > / U | the San Antonia 

Loe of Ms Veterans Adn<nistration 
in OWWUMM your vocational educational MWMU^ 
I have talked both with SMWMWWM lyle and 
the UMSWWA Administration officials here, and 
while I think frankly NG have a tough fight, 
you can count on our doing WWWMMLM in our 
power to keep th detention from
.saking its order retroactive to VWMKHf 1.

I aa MlMMlsMU clad 'Wat you sent 
a copy of :r» dills1 letter, because it gives 
your justification for having continued Om projects# 
Just as soon as MOM is anything to report, 
Congressman lyle or 1 will write or wire you.

Lyndon A. Johnson

M» KSNigiS L» darsa
^...ls CvWlty VooLtional dehool

County CmEMouNG
/'diss A LWWA

—. ' J A : . I

.... . ....



Dear Sir:

jam wellb county vocational school
COUNTY MMVSOVM

ALICE. TEXAS

Hon. John L. iyle
House of Representatives 
Washington^ V. C.

May 3, 1939

I am enclosing a letter that will help you understand our 
position with reference to a telegram from the Veterans Admin­
istration Regional Office, San Antonio, Texas, on or about 
April 21, 1949. (Copy attached)

rt to help us clear up this mess will be

K espectfully yours,

MSl
ue

the belt
s deal
ly within the law to

n that the State
n good faith and living

County Vocational Schools

ounty have worked mostly 
o so, but it is the

with regards 
only veterans), 
anal Education, 
ar, I am. sure, 
program, .as we
ocational

the Veterans
a in all
because we were

we are sure that we were acting in good.fal 
to the policy of building houses for veterans (a 
The attached letter from the State Board for Voc 
Austin, Texas, dated on February 24, 1949, will 
a lot of doubts as to why we I t c1
were, what I wish to point out is that t 
Schools affected by the above stated instruction 
Administration office are being hit b 
fairness, we should not stand to lo 
acting fully within our instruct! 
the best of our knowledge. 1 am 
Board for Vocational Education w 
up to their part of the contract

The carpentry class© 
on public buildings and 
clause which reads, i:Tu 
suspended on 2-1-29“, tti 
making any adverse orae 
sx-post facto law ana th 
American"Kevolut 
unlawful now. 
in the future

!
ana
cer

on your
tea.

so
cti

1 con
on to Veterans concerned is to be

t we are
etroacti

are

much against. The act of 
two or three months in as 

t as unfair now as when the 
fact, worse, since they are 

y the Veterans Administration 
ot if thpy can violate a contract th? t easy.

s three

Any act!
greatly appre

Remigio M. Garza 
co Mr. B. C. Davis, Austin, Tex. Coordinator 
vo Nr. CarB B. Dunlap, Laredo, Texas 
co Mr. George L. 1jams, Washington, D.C. 
oc Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, Washington, L.C.



COPY

M. W. E. WmY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
AUSTIN, TEXAS

IT HAS COE TO OUl. ATTENTION THAT WILSON, HELLS, aERR----
AHL UVALDE COUNTY VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS CURRENTLY COnM^CTIM PRIVATE 
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS .. -l. Is XI VIoLE^Dl OF THE VWWE 
ADMIN IsU. AT 10 N CENTRAL OFFICE • EACYpLkE^ VOCATIONAL SCH^L 
CONCEDED AND STATE OARD BtRE NoTIYWD B ) LETTER 2-2-49 FROB 
CENTRAL OFFICE, PERTAINING TO PRIMATE vVCRKOG PROJECTS IN CERTAIN 
T & I GSMWWch \X Z7

TUITION TO AIL VETERANS CONCERNED xKto'BE SUSPENDED ON 2-1-49 
AND TERMINATION To ALL VET.O1L^< lb INSTITUTION TO BE 
DISCONTINUED ON 5-1-49, u/fc^STCt>^lAiW>WITjl CENTRAL OFFICE 
INSTRUCTIONS IS ASSURED .//TH IS AC1\\n WILL ALSO Ar FLY TO OTHER 
institutions found to be engaged injthe construction of other 
THAN PUBLIC BUILDINGS. \\ I

HUWELL-MAhAGER
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
SAN ANTONIO REGIONAL OFFICE



STATE VOMD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
Veterans Education Division 

Austin 11, Texas

Pe br uary 2 4-A 194 9

TO? Coordinators of County Vocational Schools Offering Trades and Industries

MON3 Kenneth L® Mills, Plans L Training Specialist

SUBJ s Carpenter 1

I have purposely put off giving out any information concerning the carpentry 
classes until some definite action has been takers I realise'that jrou have 
been receiving all sorts of conflicting reports and orders concerning the 
objective--now that the smoke has cleared away,- I would like to give you 
the actual score and let you know what to expect?

As you now, on December 7, 1948, the Central Office in Washington notified 
the thirteen VA Branch Offices to order the VA Regional Offices to inform 
schools and veterans of the following rulings That work done in building 
trades classes which was conducted cutside the class room or shop was held
to be on-the-job training, and the veterans subsistence and amount of tuition 
wou&d have to be reduced accordingly•

the neoescar;

Several VA Regional Offices started interruption procedures immediately, and 
at the same time put out numerous memorandums which were later rescinded or 
changed„ On January 12, Mr. Davis and I went to Washington for a meeting 
with VA Officials, the American Legion, the American Vocatifo&al Association, 
and representatives from Georgia, North Carolina, and several other southern 

a result of this meeting and subsequent meetings called by th© 
Veterans Affairs Committee of Congress, General Carl Gray, VA administrator, 
ordered the letter of December 7 held in abeyance until a ruling could be 
obtained from th© Attorney•General. According to General Gray’s ruling, ZmZ 
veteran who had been interrupted from carpentry ©lasses would be reinstated 
immediately; 1 am sure that most of you have already gone through 
processing functions and have properly reinstated the veterans.

Congressman Olin Teague of Texas and Congressman ,?Donw Wheeler of Georgia 
have introduced new legislation which will make legal the program as it is 
now operated. At Congressman Teague’s request, Texas has prepared proposed 
amendments to Public Law Z46; those amendments have been finished and mailed 
to our Congressmen in Washington.

Lowry is going to Washington next week to assist in any way possible to 
insure passage of this measure. Col. Cox of the State Approval Agency will 
also ba in Washington next week and will try to secure approval from all the 
approval agencies in the nation at a meeting there; he. is very much in favor 
of the proposed amendments. So it is our hope that corrective legislation 
will be passed before the attorney~generalTs ruling; is made; however, I b®«* 
lieve his ruling will be favorable.



^COPY «

Coordinators of Schools Offering T*&I» 
Page 2

If you are operating any of the building trades courses--carpg ntry, plumbing, 
house wiring, or painting— you should continue them under th® following 
conditionss

la Do not enroll any more veterans until you haw heard from 
this officeo

s Build, plumb, wire, or paint houses for veterans, schools, 
churches, or tax-supported institutions»

3» Get State Board Supervisorfs approval on all projects fe- 
fore starting to work®

4o Plan projects for ^instructional” contents

5® See to it that no consumable supplies find thefcr way into 
such projects»

6O So profit may accrue to the school, an individual, or an 
organization®

7o All materials going into such projects must be paid for by 
the individual, organization or institution, for which the 
work is being done* (”Work”, as used in this part, 
means instruetion*)

80 The instructor must be in charge of the project instruction 
Stztz0LSSaOK6HOSHLSHSavHSSS6DSSL0AWgSGSO0SW0gG0LHMMSW0000000O00  
at all times*

9O Opportunity must be provided for, and thorough instruction 
required in, related technical sujects for at least one 
hour each day«

Vo not be too hasty in -closing carpentry classes and transferring th® veterans 
to.some other objective* Either the attorney-general’s ruling will be favor­
able or necessary legislation is almost certain to be passed by Congress->

COPY COPY
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ientfcnce.
'Hfed, to

■ticket for a
ISeJbUnd the

-v„.—
In, 1914j Archie. PfiiW§'8nt 'to .'the

nessman, rancher and politician, it 
is perfectiiVd simple.

• He and his father have , been 
friends of ihe<Lh>tin-iAmeficAns for. 
a-long, long time. .The^Parrs^ have 
been the . Anglos of Duval-u'ho^dr 
'dVkWdlf-,s^'.dehttmy.bfi/e./KveR’.thfi 
Mexicans a doctor when th^y were 
sick, food (when they were hungry, 
ball when they Were in jail—‘just 
those fofty-eleven llttle„,thfngs.thdt 
come up in everyday, llfef‘*;ex- 
plained George Parr# M-f 
-J ;,The ;'Latrn-^mferlc'%h‘:V 
Hbhtrol^there< Parr estimate' — 
ohf.’ of /ten ok . 8an - Diego's .4,300 
peoplil7ar4 >uatin-Americans. ‘It is 
aboutEWc^to WeM Duval County's 
i8,ooo MiaEGLM WML 
W BUt bfiuk aro Jno thdMMHTM 
century when Archie PafP ^ettldd 
there, his son estimated, there were

"That killing accentuated their 
trust and faith in him (the elder 
Parr)- and A loss, for the' Anglos."

And wittv*its' cfimb their. *votes'. 
UprUntil.;-then, it had been a nip- 
and-tuck?battle in every campaign 
between ; the Democrats and Re- 
publiCahs/7Archie - Parr ? .became 
“Mr. Democratic Party" of Duval 
County.' "
4-Only once since then! has any­
body but. a Parr, friend, tried to get 
ohMne ’Democratic 44*' * 
Duval-Cdiihty office. B 
filirig ’fefeb, high. -:L
Sflr.,. ....... .......... ,
State!. Senate* His.
four yeaf a; later wasEdh by, A 
hard CorfiHk^DMfiD^oteS^in - the 

’bfillpting and a narrow squeak, in 
the? Seriate* itself • in ’’a; contest. to 
unseat him.
p;Fdb sixteen-(years he tame back 

t<5 the Senate without much trou­
ble:'.Biit-in.' 1934.came- defeat.' Jim 
Neal, '-'another /' border, country 
xanche’r, beat- him for the . Senate. 
? 4Po. George tPa?r, it he & feaiion/ is 
Simple: . . ; .

"Dad - always stood, by his 
friends."
=- The. is^Ue/ he .said,4 whfe .over the

- state; building a: road? through, the 
vast;, Kirig : Ranch to shorten the

. Central5 Texas to the
_____ 4-Valley. People in the 

Valley^, demanded it. But Parr 
stood .by his friends of the Kleberg 
family, who didn’t Want their ranch 
cut up by. public roads.
r^'/Dad and I discussed it,’’ Parr 
recalled, "and he talked about what 
his friends wanted. I told him, ‘If 
necessary, go down with ’•your 
friends, Dad—that is what you. al­
ways taught me.' ” ;
;He did and that began a period 

of outward revolt against the Parr 
control of Duval. It was a change 
from the long years Archie Parr 
had,be6n Senator and his.next-to- 
youhgest ychild, George, had been 
county (judge since, 1927. < .
: It-was dust-. before what 'George 
Pafr recalled was the hardest local 
county election figfyt since his dad 
busted'the ^Republicans. It was in 
1936, Parr recalled, "when I was 
temporarily away as an unwilling 
guest of the government." .

.; That was-the beginning'of. the 
emplre,Geofge>Parr;!told.'I?he( Dal­
las News last'
t>Irt..myibpinidri,” laid parr, "it 

ivas lhen the Latin-American peo­
ple became. distrustful ? of?. the 
Yankees. They began ttz'finite, as 
a racial group.

County Judge Parr had been at 
odds with the federal Government 
since ,,1932 Over thC matter cof his 
1H28 iricome' tak. Internal Revenue 
Agents'* claimed. Parr had over? 
looked ..paying on , some Income.

He had' been^irihicted- in federal 
CbUrd^ln'M^rch1932, but (the case 
was ;hbt;"pr6ssCfl .for (.trial. ; until 
May, 1934. George Parr; pleaded 
guilty to income-tyX; evasion. 'He 
was fined $5,00&iahd'-given a sus­
pended ^year term.^-tz.°;^

That didn’t end .it, thodgh, for 
in May-.1936, just "a few dfiys -be? 
f ore the Send,, qf^his / probation pet 
Ho^he Was hA into, cotirt on a 
Adltfplpint he4fi^5Q0t lived f?up(to 
termS. of 1Jfiea’^y^nefi'dedisentCnce. 
J Th June, 1936, he ^asj ordbfed,. to 
a federaly refofihatory »|ta(i(serve 
time.-He won- a ;parole:.in: May, 
1937, and, a pardon from president 
Truman Wch Reb.i 20, 19467?’"'-!- E 
' s^Bu’WM.-WLs ‘-?gonM!fH^^D.uval 
Country during the, 1936 . campaign 
and', his I father-mad, joedn^defeated 
for the Senate two i years befor’e.

An- insurgent Taotion , sprang 4 up 
as (fin ? independent/group , to-(fight 
the Parr Slate on't-he Democratic 
ticket..They; thought,' he .explained, 
"that I had lost-out." * ? , ;
■! But/ as usual,' Parr friends re­
mained >steadfasti friends. The in­
surgents got around 600 yotbs; the 
Parr Slate,1,400? jThat./is' a close 
election by Duval standards.

Soon George Pfirwwas. bdek. He 
built a ^modernistic,' Spanish-style 
1-story' office building:-across the 
street from the courthouse. Friends 
he had made since he. left the 
University of > Texas Law School 
and became county;! judge‘in .1927 
all came back to See him. They 
asked favors of him and they were 
happy to vote like he voted.

For the first time in a quarter 
of a century, the. Panes handled 
their,. politics •,iWlthoUt>holding an 
Officb: That’ WaS in the late thirties 
and early, forties,^7; <

More-And i. more "the.senior Parr 
turned1 over his politics! fems to 
sort George. He was (the Tone of 
five children who had the. desire 
to live in the home county and 
run the political show?

Two older brothers, Givens S.

: Parr and Atlee Parr, had tastes 
that ran more to business than to 
politics. Givens Parr is active viCe- 
preliderit/of the Texas State Bank 
of Alice. George Parr is president 
of it. Atlee Parr is a rancher near 
Benavides, the old " Duval County 
hometown.
4?-One- of two Parr daughters, how­
ever, picked up somf of the elder 
Parr’s love bf politics. She is Mrs. 
Marie Parr Thompson' of Goliad. 
For many years shes was -active in 
the Democratic.party but; in recent 
years switched! to the Republican 
party.. ., • "7

The other Parr daughter is Mrs. 
Green. Moffett of Corpus Christi, 
Whose ( husband > is judge of the 
Nueces-!County court at law. 
^.'Archie Parr died in 1942 at the 
age of eighty-one. That left son 
George Parr--with undivided au­
thority, ■ 
’ But to tho-Latin-Americans of 
Duyali County dt/made no differ­
ence'. They remained as. Willing To 
follow the wishes lof 'the son as 
they had the father.
4! He! had grown up among them, 
spoke Spanish as (■ rapidly and 
fluently'as they did. In fact, they 
consider.- him one of them rather 
than aS an Anglo.

His manner of dress differs with 
the average in the ranch and oil 
land.: Usually he wears a neat busi­
ness suit rather’, than ranch togs.

. Last year he returned to public 
office^ The county judge died and 
George Parr Was appointed by the 
commissioners court. This year his 
name -waS -the! only ' one on the 
ballot for fin elective term.

He Tikes to hold' the office, he 
explained, strictly because he loves 
politics. He has been giving the 
salary to the widow of the former 
county judge.
!(,,With, the wealth that has come 
td him^latgely through oil, Parr 
can afford to be a county judge 
without-a salary and to keep on 
doing favors for his friends. And 
those friends keep on wanting to 
vote, just like Parr says When he 
passes out the word to them.
.‘Tomorrow.—The great contest 
of 1918.

thsFHLafih«Amsi'Icshs L’Wheh' he 
moved from his nativtz-(Calhoun

. C<MD on the
frontier border territory MMUM 
' He was aranch foreman p with 
Only, the education/he. got by hiM- 
aelf^.He Invested his Warnings (irt 
LduibweStMexaS ranchTadd, Prac­
tically al!:,ok the.-workers pn^the vasi.niug 
ranches weretMexicdnSi gsflE . route‘from 
... Parr helped -them in Many Ways. Rio -Grande 
That led him into local political 
fiffairS. Hebidn’t' Mind A fdw^xtrfi 
(fixes to help the people. --' 
ch’ By the tutrt' 6f? the fceritury he 
was a political figure. A little later 
he' Whs a county commissioner.
(-Then in 1911 he had become;-the 

Anglh-Aiheticah to whom the Latiri- 
Am ef ican s >?;looked (7or 4' gu id ah Ce> 
When the#three,<Latin-AmbficanS 
Were killed in. Apolitical/.dispute 
it was Archie Parr-who gave them 
this counsel: ; - ■ 1 ,
, Let law and Order, take its course.

jpffiAE......
Continued from Page 1■ . 

iM however, for the Duval vote to con­
trol the state, as it did in the-1948 
Senate race,,. -

• ; And j Govz.?'AUan‘• Shivers, Mho 
abetted Secretary ! of State John 
Ben ' Shepperd’s tossing of^' the 

. gauntlet at^ Parr's vote return? this 
year, has a score j of 'thrfie Duval 
County landslides -to Ofie^figalnfitT 

-He got the. lopsided^thfijorltid^ 
three, primaries when' hd Was van­
ning the./Lieutenant Governorship 
for two terms. But Part^tumed 
against him in his race this year fof 
Democratic nomination for . Gov** 
6r?or* „In county offices,,the Parr, con­
trol has been supreme ever since 

, the. year three ' Da tin-Americans 
M died -in a blaze of gunfire from 

, four Anglo-Americans.: In . district 
offices, it usually controls, but*hot 
every time.

It has been under attack Several 
times. . Battles against;„.the <Parr 
control; started back in 1918<Archie 

;’ Parr had been; re-ele«en<Hb a 
, second (term as State Sfinato^from 
' the sprawling border distrlH.M ; 
■(. D. W. Glasscock, then of McAllen, 

carried his fight to the -SehfitfiRn 
a contest, challenging a lot of the 
votes Parr got; A But Parr beat him 
narrowly on a Senate vote and kept 
his seat-Hheretf for/Sikteeh 'yearfi 
more. >

Again two years ago there werfi 
charges .of voting Irregularities in 

! the Land of Parr. But Parr’s friends 
won.

.- ’ In those battles, ^however, the 
loser was challenging the Winner. 
This year it was different. The 
Secretary of State threw out the 
votes of Duval County.- That/ was. 
In effect, a challenge to Parr to gd 

. into court. ’■( ’-.-MM
Parr has no Intention of doing sd. 
Many Texans caft’t understand 

why Duval County voters, thinkSo 
much alike that they agree almost 
unanimously In elections.' t

But to Parr, the 49-year-old 
county judge, oilman, banker, busl-
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GlasscockE launched a write-in 
campaign,- but - Parr won by 565 
Wes. . ... TM '
^Glasscock daimed'victory again 
with “a majority’ of all the- legal 

. votes.”

rarr s Control
■

privileges and elections began hear­
ing - Glasscock’s; complaint' against 

■ thee seating of Parr on Feb. 4, 1919. 
The Senate finally seated Parr by 
a 16-to-14 vote, but not until more 
than a thousand pages of testimony 
were taken by the committee. -

Glasscock alleged that Parr ex­
ercised “almost complete domina­
tion’- over the" Mexicans population 
of Duval. County and several other 
counties; of'the. district.-’

/?* He claimed there was “illegal 
voting” of illiterate and alien Mexi­
cans, and "fraudulent payment'of 
poll taxes.”?
W Pari- replied to charges of fraud 
by sayings * in? effect, they .. .were 
made ta prejudice the Senators and 
were; tpix vague to be<considered. He 
made a counter allegation that more 
than; a ihousancP illegal ballots' had 
been - marked for illiterate voters 
and hadvb.een. cast for his?bpporient, 
and'?tha^Texas rHangers^were- de-

, See DU VAE,? Page?4 8/C01,1

DUVAL
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_ WD Continued from. Page .1 
ployed 'to--frighten -Mexicans-who. 
were Parr backers..

Testimony supported.charges of 
: both-sides. As a whole, the test!-- 
rnony, whether ^favorable to. Parr 
oc to- G!asscock,was a revelation of 
political s ignorance-.,;, among many - 
voters of the districts-

v-. Glasscock's . Attorneys called 
Manuel/Garza? Zuingafc of Duval, a/ 
countjr.commissioner,-to testify and| 

- read- a statement by him , on how?
polL taxes were handled, for some 
Duval, voters. . ..
T. “The .voters as. a rule? pay their, 
own poll taxes to the tax collector’ 
mid he? keepsf the polh tax. receipts 
in, his possession jmtil'a few days 
before they are needed at the pri­
maries or, elections, when. he. mails 
them - out’-to - each voter,” Zuinga.’ 
stated. « '

1 Teodorb ? Sendejo' toldMhe com­
mittee- he was,'presiding* officer at 
a Duval box, in the,. 1918 ; election. 
He had' three<assistants, *Jacinto* 
jimenez^;Mathias:-^^aya?and Da-> 
Ville Garcia. . “ ' (
*. Sendejo said he could read, write- 
and understand English “a little, 
hot much.” His election box as­
sistants could not write English; 
only one could speak. English "a 
little.” ... '!

Thirty-one votes were cast at his 
box . in the July primary, Sendejo 
said, and he didn’t ask any voter to . 
show-, a poll tax receipt. Sendejo 
said he and his assistants marked 
the ballots for voters, ;
*?Q.—Did you have any instruc­
tions from anybody as. to. how to 
make out a ticket (the ballot)?

A.—Yes-,. sir; ..I had a ticket 
. with; me. - - • -

- Q.—A7ticket with you?
■ A.—-Yes, sir.

> Q.—A scratched ticket? ' 
A.—Yes, sir. .
Q.—And you made.out; all of the 

; tickets that .you made out accord- 
? hig; to.-the scratched'ticket??*/

A.—Yes, sir. * -
The witness?said?he obtained the 

model ballot.from a deputy sheriff? 
He recalled bnly two. or three per-, 
sons who; marked their own bal­
lots. After the’ voting was- over, he 
testified,, the sheriff .helped him fix 
up the Tinal. returns for the box.. 
LSendejo^was asked if the deputy 
sheriff gave* him; any instructions 
about using the marked ballot^.-?? 
< “He -just told me to;go ahead and 
work, the election according to that 
ticket,” said ;Sendejo. •

■ The witness said Glasscock got 
only, two- votes in that;box—-by 
persons who marked their own 
ballots. ??.<< ?

Jesus Oliveira, plection judge, at 
Box’ 10, said’ he was the only of­
ficial on duty who could read and 
write-; the English;, language.?; He 
testified'that he marked..aboilt?27Q 
ballots,..voting them\for Parr and 
other candidates, whpm Parr, fa­
vored: -

How did he know the Parr ticket, 
he was asked? .

. Oliveira - said he saw it in the 
Ferguson Forum, a newspaper pub­
lished? by {James E? Ferguson, who 1 
had- been? impeached: and. removed | 
from the Governor’s office.:,^ L 

. i trfco!<*»«■'........... - —

Editor'a'No 
of a serie* dr 
•‘Dedsiret* Du 
unanimous el6c 
tioned,>foe;pii 
..

and£AIX
TheKflrst^- 

domination ofc? 
.wah'ry«de.7'''’j' .

- Archie:? ParrS? father oH tlre 
present-Duke ofthb Decisive DUchy 
of ..Duval,* was seeking a second

- term^in, the Statej Senate.' *; ?i
,D.' ;,W4 Glasscock- opposed Parr ih.

the; 16-cbUnty? senatorial district/.?*^ $n.the. general'election ballot;
Returns in the Democratic?pri>?

mary<held in; July,.-1918, showed-^ 
without^ counting: Duval County—
Glasscock^, carried eight counties 
with 6’Unvotes? and Parr carried 
seven,-counties with, 5,297. ? , ______ ... ... , .........

When the Duval votes came in,j- The State. Senate’s cbmmittee on 
’ the result in that county was l,303r ’’ “ ... .

votes-for Parr, and only 23 for 
Glasscock.
.‘This gave Parr, a-margin In the

’district of 118-votes. • ... .. -•
Rival district, conventions were 

held by->: Democrats at?. Corpus
Christi on Aug. 24, 1918. Parr men 
said, the Glasscock convention was 
illegal, and Glasscock men said the

_ same thing of the Parr meeting.
* The Glasscock .convention sent a 

certification of'victory for its man 
to the- Secretary, of State at Austin, 
and the Parr convention did like­
wise for. Parr^-?
-. The state Democratic convention 
at.;,Waco supported? Glasscock and

Duvai/S-whose^neur- Rangers to? Duval to?investigate 
ms have ^^^^laneged vntedrregularities^The con- 

saMKe?Duval vote, should
f»UCKWORL ~

allenge of "Parr
’Persons? not even

; 'Amencan citizens£were*.allowed to!
County politics?vote?: in. Duval, according ? to. the 

» .convention resolution as-reported in
Me^Senats^ Journal. ,? .
%;'Glasscock,?was."certified 1 as the 
Democratic.- nominee. But? Parr 
wentdtoMpurt'd got? an ‘.. injunction 
•against-'pcrintinj^GIasscock’s name

a

Q—Yfhatever Mr. Parr wants 
down there, you all do?

A.—Yes, siri . .' .?;?•'
ACrisoforo Y. Hinojosa, ?who con­

ducted tjie election in ^Precinct 3,. 
said ' he.made, himself a. list from 
the Ferguson Forum.?The?first vot­
er had his. ballot marked for him, 
bn request,: said Hinojosa,- according 
to "the? Pair ticket.” The voters 
didn’t; seem - to know who was 
running fqr office, except Parr.

“Everyone say; ‘well, we want to 
vote the same ticket that the first 
voter .voted’,” Hinojosa, related.

M^. A-'Munoz, who, was- an elec-
• tion official at Box No. I. in San 
, Diego/Duval County seat, said he

made out the ballots for almost half
* of the. more than .200 voters in his
. precinct. - .
' “They (the voters) J said they 

wanted to vote for thevDemocratic 
party,, for Mr. Parr and?,the- rest of 
the fellows” said Munoz. . .

He was asked who. the "rest of 
the. fellows” were.

“Why, for Ferguson/ for Gov­
ernor, and Parr,, for Senator—they 
didn’t care about the rest,” replied 
Munoz. . - .?■>??.■ -..

He added that the voters ’told 
? him to fix the rest of the ballot 

"the way I was going to fix mine.” 
' O. G. Allen, brother-in-law of 

Archie Parr; - was asked*, if Duval 
County didn’t usually go "one way 
for all of the candidates?” He said 
"yes” and was asked why.

"They all come- up and want to 
vote one ticket,” said Allen.

“What ticket?”
"The Mexicans vote the Parr 

ticket,” Allen replied. '

Tomorrow.—Destruction of the 
Ballots.-

O
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'Decisli

:ond

Yks/M Archie 
He ,waslthe: first , Duk<

ago^BiiV
>7.'.'A

**• seriea i'ohj 
near 'unanimous; ,el«

OJN^DUNCANJ; 
•icanstwere $] 
tount^andJa^

the'* 
question)

heir to the .political * throne has- < 
flood' of, vdtea^oit or, off.. His< power? 
is. as! N«»^'oi^-'NS»ter:/,Mu»:^^ 
father's.' ■ ->>.*•' .MWW

MdssHTM down.--1.' in ZDuvaL 
County,'just^ons counts from- ths?

Thiels th^drtt3 
>f DnvaU’.whotM 
WSMBO

page news again. That.was because?' 
of a spectacular and unheralded 
write-in vote that almost decided .afc 
district judgeship, and because the* 
state tossed a direct, challenge-’;^; 
the Duke to prove his votes 4were= 
on the up-and-up.. ■ >r'

Duval’s vot^was thrown out and." 
not counted^yfeuV/this challenge, 
wasn’t accepted by the Duke. The?; 
fight to the finish, if -there ever lL 
one, is for the future.’* ' ;

Two years ago, the Land of Parr< 
decided the r junior! .United; States^ 
Senatox^hip of Texas.,That was the?, 
first time the.,bloc vote of Duval;? 
plus lopsided majorities in satellite*? 
border counties, had swung, so high': 
an office.. , . - < ‘

By 87-votes, LyndonjB;'. Johnson?- 
beat out Coke Ri.Stevenson for theM 
senatorshipX;Puvaf County chipped® 
in 4,622. f b'rw~Johnson and , only.M? 
for Stevenson^M WL<W'iri-AMW

Th at? was thedrarnatici touchLfiW 
the Parr control of Duval.

Through .the'/years, though, his- 
abillty .to turn;? a near-unanimous* 
vote to, hi^ friends has been conM 
stant. Politicians aided by the bloc? 
vote, -however/ have- changed from? 
time toifime.- Friends have.,becomes 
foes and'foes? friends.
.BackTn 1934, for instance,/James? 

V.’Allred was struggling to-,win the< 
race for Governor, The first Duke, 
of Duval put out the word for his. 
run-off foe; Tom Hunter;.’* Hunter ’ 
carried Duval County by a .ratio pt 
2 to ll Allred won, however, by a 
small state-wide majority.
..Two years later, though,- it was-, 
just the opposite. Allred beat Hunt- , 
er 50 to 1 in Duval, Allred now is 
a'Federal District Judge in Corpus 
Kristi. ., '

. And. Stevenson,!who blamed loss 
of a United States Senate seat be­
cause of Parr's influence, many' 

' times before had benefited by the 
Duval vote. It favored him in two 
races for. Lieutenant Governor and, George Parr* „ Tells 
two for Governor; • , & ’ 1
£ Those races.weren’t tight enough, how* 'political. dynasty Was
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the fourteenth
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.tTo r 'f hie <7. 3. Parr
Saa Diego
Texas

Uy dear Friend:

:i t

personal regards always and let me hearBest 
from you*

Th
whenever I

pilon tines and be sure to call on me 
? you on this end of the line.

The result 
when a man he.*? frt 
me that he o Id 
appointment 
me and I’ll

be what we wanted, but
■ - '■ e! Ind him 1* 9

'■ i e.-y n 'X V rt ,
y did an outstanding Job for '"-E 
world forget it*

Tow ’• *-be ■‘lection '-?
minute to t’ v’v

Ton IFertal 
klGHWF 1

I want to bake a

Sincerely your friend,

Ibj 0

Lyndon B. Johnson
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September the third

19 4 1

Honorable George 8. Parr, 
San Diego, 
Texas.

Dear George:

Mayo’s, I found your 
K the hospital and will

I have no 
elected should 
to the great area called South Texas 
tional background and if possible have already trad some experience 
in working with our South American onighbors. In short, all in all, 
we want to pick out a fellow that we would be proud of and then con­
centrate on getting an assignment for him in a responsible position.

sped gnment in mind. I feel like the person
be one se appointment would be generally pleasing

He should have a good educa­

tion my return from a little check-upi 
letter. I am shoving off in a few ml^tea 
probably be laid up for a few days* 'Hrisn I get out I want to corns 
to Texas, and hope I can have a long talk with you.

The matter which I talktfjE^ba tfaHe and John about should be 
worked out, and we should j^ick thA individual in our section of Texas 
who is best equipped to render outstanding service to the Government 
in some capacity, and at thOxSaMa*' time demonstrate the real ability 
and patriotism

efct, wit? TNMv biw uwuun. 
Datin American friendsof o

If you will give some thought to it, I will do my best to get 
down there and talk to you about it when I get ba de on my fest.

My friends in your area did their part. There was certainly no 
blame attributable to them. If all Texas had been as loyal and depend 
able, it would have been a different story - and next time it will be.

Let me hoar from you.

Sincerely your friend,

Ibj G 
^TUTORIAL - DUVAL

Lyndon 3. Johnson.



George B. Parr 
San Diego,Texas

Angust 29, 1941.

Hon. Lyndon B Johnson, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Lyndon:

Both Marie and John Lyle told me that you 
would like to obtain, the name of some good 
I/1 hin A u ’ ic* i ---- s yo ■ ' ' try And
g■' the President to name him to some position 
that has something to do with our southern 
neighbors. That you were doing this to show 
your appreciation for the Latin American vote 
that you obtained in the election.

I will appreciate it very much if you would give 
me some details about the class of person that 
you would like to have like—education —age-- 
and the class of work he would be required to do 
and what it would pay. When I know all this I 
know that I will be able to give you the name ofi a 
person that went down the road for you ----  and will
continue to do so.

were
We all regret very much that you/beat out of the 
senate seat ---- when you really won it. We will all
be with you any time in the future that you decide 
to take another run at it.

With best wishes and kindest regards, I am



—



LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
10th Texas District

4

COMMITTEE ON 
NAVAL AFFAIRS

Congress ok the Nnited states 
House ol Lepresentatives 

Washington, W. C.

December 28, 1942

Mr. E. G. Lloyd 
Alice Texas

Dear Mr. Lloyd:

Your letter of December 21st has arrived 
during the absence of Congressman Johnson, who 
is already in Texas. 1 am therefore hastening 
to send your letter to him 'at-4UQ\Brown Build­
ing, Austin. His telephESv numbeX^s 5124 in 
Austin, and 1 am sure kp'voJl want you to get 
in touch with him by<l^t^r af by phone.

If during hZS^absenb^vin Texas this office 
can be of any assistance to you in Washington, 
please, let me kmw. JJ

({ Sincerely,

Mr J
Gorr. Lloyd, E. G

Mary Rather 
Secretary



LLOYD & LLOYD

E.G. LLOYD, JR.
FRANK B. LLOYD

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
ALICE,TEXAS

December 21st, 1942

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Member of Congress, 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Johnson:

We are representing Mr. C-eorge B. Parr 
in a matter and he has requested that we 
discuss with you a situation that has arisen 
in connection therewith.

If you are to be in Texas before the 
next Congress convenes I should like to 
arrange to meet you at some place convenient 
to you; otherwise I can go to Washington to 
see you.

With all good wishes, I am 

Ve

egl: w

co- Mr. George B. Parr 
San Diego, Texas.

c



July 15, 1953

Dear George:

When you wired me recently I passed on your recom­
mendations to Secretary Benson. Here is the reply I have 
received from Under Secretary Morse.

As you may know, I flew down to Amarillo with Presi­
dent Eisenhower last Friday. The Department is taking a 
portion of the actions which you recommended, but I am afraid 
that what they have agreed to do thus far will be just a drop 
in the bucket compared to what is needed.

The feed and loan programs are not going to have 
any lasting benefit unless something can be done to stabilize

I have been urging the Secretary of Agriculture 
which he has already available for the purchase 
thus far the Administration has not seen fit to

I am afraid they will wait until the situation is so bad 
that they will have no other choice, and by that time it will be 
too late for a lot of our folks. Rest assured I shall keep on 
doing my best.

Sincerely

Mr. Georg< Parr 
San Diego

Lyndon B. Johnson

Texas

wj dj



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON

RECEIVED

0 1953

i July 9, 1953.
Hon. WHOM B. Johnson 
Baited States Senate

Dear Senator Johnson:

This is in reply to your letter of June 20, quoting from a letter 
with recoimendations perta to the dr situation in Texas
aid tn® cattle market.

The Department has been W O distress c;.. DW DOW
decline in W trices the past year. We realise
the difficult position in which max^r cattlemen find themselves, with 
the sharply lower prices, particularly those in tee drought-stricken 
sections of trie country. Because D B situation we called repre­
sentatives of the industry to a conference here on June 26. The 
President has declared a large part of the Southwest eligible for 
WWWHMqy federal relief. M are proceeding as promptly as possible 
to aid sufferers in tee WWG with emergency federal relief as 
outlined in tee enclosed statement. The statement also contains 
the reconlineaaations made ay the livestock, credit, and retail trade 
committees teat met with ue on June 26 to advise on action to meet 
tee drought proulems. We have proceeded to carry out many of the 
actions recomended by tee industry/ committees and are giving iurther 
study to MO possibility of further steps to 'be taken in tee WWWDWOP 
situs bion•

The cattle industry committee recommended that Government purchases of 
beef be held to quantities for which outlets are available and that 
stockpiling is undesirable • The enclosed press i*elease indicates tee 
action w haw taken to step up the ef.

Sincerely yours.

Jnder

Enclosures



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of the Secretary

July 6, 195>3

Following is a summary of steps taken to date to relieve distress in the 

drought-stricken areas of the Southwest.

1. The President has designated a number of counties in Texas, Oklahoma, 

Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas, and Arkansas eligible to receive emergency Federal 

aid.

2. The Department has arranged to step up purchases of beef for school 

lunch and other outlets. Purchases will begin immediately and will total at 

least 200,000,000 pounds over a period of 20 weeks.

3. Railroads have agreed to lower freight rates on feed moving into the 

area. Consideration is also being given to reductions on cattle shipments 

leaving the area.

U. Federal credit agencies are taking such action as they can within 

present limits of authorities and funds and Congress is considering proposals 

for a loan program more specifically adapted to the emergency needs prevailing.

Supplies of feed concentrates and grain from Commodity Credit stocks 

will be made available under a schedule of reduced prices approved by the 

corporation^ Board of Directors. The feedstuffs and prices delivered in the 

drought counties are as follows:

Cottonseed pellets and meal ..... 33!>®OO ton 
Corn ........................... 1.00 bu. 
Wheat ................ . .................................. 1.10 bu, 
Oats ....................................................... .A bu.

6. Committees, composed of local Department officials, farmers, and bankers, 

are being set up in each State to assist in administering the program. Commit­

tees are also being set up in each county to pass upon applications for feed and 

credit. Each county committee will be headed by the PMA chairman and will include 

the county agent, director of the Farmers Home Administration, a prominent farmer 

or rancher, and a local banker. All aid will be on the basis of need.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of the Secretary

Washington, June 30, 1253 

Goverment Will Step up Purchases of Beef for School Lunch, Other Outlets:

The government will step up its beef purchase program to provide a total 

of at least 200,000,000 pounds of canned beef, gravy, hamburger and boned beef for 

next year1 s school lunch program and other outlets, the U, 3. Department

of Agriculture announced today. Purchases will begin immediately and will total 

at least 10,000,000 pounds per week and may be continued for the next 20 weeks.

"The drought and the general cattle situation are two separate problems,” 

explained Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson in making the purchase program 

announcement, "but they are now inter-related and will be so for seme weeks at 

least. It is important that a form of the relief we give to livestock people in 

the stricken areas be directed toward stemming the trend to ruiniously low prices 

for stock forced into liquidation by the drought condition.

"This purchase program should aid the drought sufferers immediately vtiile 
stringing out over the entire period of heavy cattle marketing an orderly purchas­
ing program that will tend, to stabilize prices. We would be buying the meat in 
any event for school lunch programs, and by talcing it at this time, in the 
specified forms, we lend assistance to both the drought sufferers and the long-term 
cattle outlook.”

The Secretary explained that money for the purchase program would come from 
Section 32 funds, and that the program carries through on one of the recommenda­
tions of the Livestock Advisory Committee that met here last Friday.

Major part of the purchases will be 120 million pounds of canned beef and 
gravy produced from U. 3. Utility and lower grade carcasses. These purchases 
should help the price situation for producers in the Southwest by providing an out­
let for many cattle now being sold in the area.

In addition, a 60 million pound purchase of ground beef-hamburger style to be 
produced from U. S. Commercial grade carcasses should permit more orderly marketing 
of the large numbers of cows anticipated to be sold this fall. Under the Mutual 
Security Agency program, about 10 million pounds of frozen carcass beef, U. 3. 
Utility grade, will be purchased for the Greek Army.

A review of USDA livestock market news reports from the Southwest so far this 
week show that cattle marketings have slowed considerably from what they were last 
week. The decreased marl®tings have been accompanied by a broadening demand for 
the cattle coming off the Southwest ranges and by a substantial increase in prices 
for cattle being marketed on Southwest markets (Ft. Worth, San Antonio, Kansas City, 
Wichita, and Oklahoma City.)

33 L? USDA 1M-53
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June 25, 1953

Dear George:

Follow ing up my note of the 20th, I 
am enclosing a speech I made on the floor of 
the Senate Monday, a letter I wrote to the Sec­
retary of Agriculture on Tuesday, a radio 
broadcast I will make over 50 Texas stations 
on Sunday, and my weekly Newsletter to Texas, 
which will be published in the weeklies next 
week.

am hard at it to do something for the

Sincerely

Lyndon B. Johnson

Mr. George Parr
San Diego
Texas

AIR MAIL



—

June 20, 1953

Dear George:
£

I appreciate your constructive suggestions. 
The cattle situation has gotten into a real mess, just 
as I told people last Fall it would.

There isn’t too much I can do about it since 
the Republicans are in controj-Doth in the executive 
and the legislative branchy but I have been trying 
every way I knew how tp persuade the folks in power 
to do something along the line of the suggestions 
you make.

I will continue to help every way I can, and 
have brought your ideas to the attention of Secretary 
Benson in the hope that he will get busy on them or 
something like them.

/" Best personal regards.

Sincerely

Mr. George Parr 
San Diego 
Texas 

Lyndon B. Johnson

wj dj



June 20, 1953

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have received a very strong communication from 
Texas making certain recommendations with reference to 
the drouth situation in Texas and the cattle market. This 
communication follows:

’We recommend and request your consideration of the 
following three point program to relieve the disastrous 
drought situation in the entire area and the demoralization 
of the cattle market. First we request the entire wrea 
where we are suffering the most prolonged and severe 
drought in recorded history be declared a drought disaster 
area. And that we become eligible to buy the surplus 
cotton seed meal and other feeds presently held in storage 
by the US Department pf Agriculture. Second that the 
government take the necessary steps to provide a system 
of credit for those engaged in agriculture in the drought 
area to enable them to stay in business. Third the US 
Department of Agriculture initiate a program to purchase 
at least two million head of cows and can and storage the 
meat for future use in school lunch rooms and similar 
programs. We feel this is necessary to prevent the complete 
demoralization of the cattle market. "

It seems to me these suggestions merit close considera­
tion and attention. I shall appreciate your giving me your 
reaction to them along with your thoughts as to what action 
the government might take which would relieve the alarming 
situation in the cattle industry in Texas and elsewhere.

Sincerely \

Lyndon B. Johnson

Honorable Ezra Taft Benson
The Secretary of Agriculture
Washington, D. C.
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D..LDA2O9 PC 4 EXTRA NL PflfcLARJDO, TJX. 48a \ X 13 4 7 53 
aHO’N. LYND) ON jOHNgONe '------------
r'. /-'.US. SENAT E, WASHDC= *

- 1, -----rSMSWWN,;

■ WE RECOMMEND AND REQUEST YOUR CONSIDERATION OF THE

. FOLLOWING THREE-pPOINT PROGRAM TO RELIEVE THE ' 
DISASTROUS DROUGHT SITUATION IN THE ENTIRE AREA AND 
THE DEMORALIZATION OF THE CATTLE MARKET<pFI0"L/e 
REQUEST THE THE ENTIRE AREA WHERE WE ARE SUFFERING 
THE MOST PROLONGED AND SEVERE DROUGHT IN RECORDED

HISTORY BE DECLARED A DROUGHT DISASTER AREA;, AND THAT

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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W. P. MARSHALL. President

time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

DL=Day Letter

NL = Night Letter

LT= Int’l Letter Telegram

VLT = lnt'l Victory Ltr.
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WE BECOME ELIGIBLE TO BY THE SURPLUS COTTON SEED M E'AL 
AMD OTHER FEEDS PRESENTLY HELD IN STORAGE BY THE US 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,. S ECo/d ;TH ATTH E GOVERNMENT 

TAKE THE NECESSARY STEPS TO PROVIDE A SYSTEM OF CREDIT 
FOR THOSE ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE IN THE DROUGHT AREA 
TO ENABLE THEM TO STAY IN BUSINESS^ TH LRD. TfH E US 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRUCULTURE INITIATE A PROGRAM TO 
PURCHASE AT LEAST TWO MILLION HEAD OF COWS AND CAN AND 
STORAGE THE MEAT FOR FUTURE USE IN SCHOOL LUNCH ROOMS

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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AND SIMILAR PROGRAMS* AE FEEL THIS IS NECESSARY TO 
PREVENT THE COMPLETE DEMORALIZATION FO THE CATTLE 
MARKET- •07

/
_ 1 , / Q

•GcORGE 3 PARRy P R ES I DENT , SAN DIEGO STATE 3A1.X

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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Hon. By noon B. Johns on , 
L. B. J. Run ch, 
Johnson City, Texas.
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If and when youare elected 
President, would you uppo nt 
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put you there, T hope y/e cun < 
bring up ag odPemocru. that 
w1* 11 beat you -:nthe next el^c 
ti on.



Confidential—Not for Publication r)

Vol. 7, No. 8 January 2, 1955.
< G- '
AlilD their Christmas and New Year cards, Texas lawyers got a ballot from the State 

Bar, in which they are asked to vote yes or no on a propsal to redraft Art. V, the 
judiciary articlei of the Constitution. The proposed redraft is published in the 
Bar Journal just mailed out. Arguments for it by CHARLES I. FRANCISyHpuston, 
and against it by WILLIAM E. LOOSE, Houston; CARL RUNGE, San Angelo, and R.R. 
HOLLOWAY, Brownwood, are carried in the magazine. In general, it is the proposal 
known as the Missouri Plan. It can safely be predicted that it will lead to some 
talk when it becomes generally known.

SALIENT points in the proposed redraft include: 1. Combination of the Supreme 
Court with the Court of Criminal Appeals. 2. Giving the Supreme Court wide power 
over lesser courts, including creation of districts, designating jurisdiction, de­
deciding how many judges each court shall have, and celecting all the fees of the 
lesser courts and paying out the expense checks for them. 3. Removing Supreme 
Court and Court of Appeals justices from popular election. Every six years, the 
people would be allowed to vote on whether a judge remains in office or not. If 
the people say no, then an elaborate system for appointment to fill the vacancy 
would go into effect. If it is a Court of Appeals place, a District Commission 
made up of three lawyers elected by the District Bar and two laymen appointed by 
the Governor would choose three nominees. The Governor would appoint one of the 
three to serve until the next general election, at which time the people would 
have a yes or no vote on him. Each district commission would choose one of its 
members to serve on the Supreme Court Commission, which would nominate three for 
places on that court, with the Governor selecting one of the three. District and 
county judges would be elected by the people, but there is a provision by which 
the people could give away this right, too, to some sort of appointive system to 
be devised by the legislature. A. Abolishing all corporation and justice courts, 
and placing those cases in the county courts, 5. Permitting the Legislature to 
make sheriffs, prosecuting attorneys and county clerks either elective or appoint­
ive, as it sees fit. 6. Giving the Supreme Court the power to prescribe all rules 
for practice, pleading and procedure, as well as for licensing, disciplining and 
disbarring attorneys. An Administrative Director would be named by the Supreme 
Court to handle these details, and many others, including the decision as to where 
the county and district clerks would have their offices.

THE COUNTY JUDGE would have only judicial duties. County administrative mat­
ters would be handled by an elected Board of County Commissioners. The Supreme 
Court would decide how many part-time and full-time county judges were needed, and 
if it chose, could combine two or more counties into a single county court dist­
rict. Nine-vote verdicts would be authorized on district juries, and five-vote 
verdicts on county juries. If the voters in a county retain their right to elect 
district judges, it w ill be for six year terms, the same as if it were made an 
appointment of the Governor. All court fees would be State funds, administered 
by the Supreme Court. The Legislature would appropriate money to make up the dif­
ference if a county's collections didn't pay its court bills. If there was a sur­
plus of fines and fees, it would be divided among the county and the cities in the 
county. To ease the pain for constables, justices of the peace, corporation court 
judges, county judges-at-law, and other attaches of present courts, it provides 
that all of them will be carried forward into the new set-up until they die or 
retire, or until they are removed by the voters.

LAWYERS have until Jan. 10 to mail in their ballots. If a majority of the 
lawyers voting approve the plan, it will be introduced in the coming legislative 
session. If it is, it can well become one of the big issues of the session.

FOUR DAYS after he became the man to sit longest in the Governor's chair, Gov. 
ALLAN SHIVERS said he has too much to do. Shivers told the Senate Investigating 
Committee probing irregularities in block land sales under the H100 million veter­
ans' land program that ex officio boards on which he is supposed to sit, like the 
Veterans Land Board, "ought not to exist11. He told the committee that he could 
not remember specifically how many Board meetings he had attended, but guessed 

the number wasn’t very high. He said he attended only when the Board had to app­
rove bonds—"maybe three or four times". Board minutes of the twice-monthly meet­
ings show Shivers not present at any of the meetings when transactions under in­

vestigation were approved. Neither was atty. Gen. JOHN BEN SHEPPERD, who with 
Shivers and Land Commr. BASCOM GILES, make up the constitutional membership of
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the Board which has bought nearly $100 million worth of land for re-sale to GIs.
When approval was given by the Board to the big block sales, Shepperd was repres­
ented by his first assistant, BOB TROTTI, except for one meeting at which former
assistant CHARLES MATHEWS sat in. Shivers’ executive secretary, MAURICE ACERS, sat
in for him on all occasions, except one, when no one was there for the Governor.

NEITHER Shivers nor Shepperd was^questioned at any length by the committee. 
Giles began his testimony with a statement that he believed responsibility for the 
Board’s actions had to be shared alike by all manbers. Later, after a conference 
with Acers, he began amending this view, saying primary responsibility was his, but 
was cut off by Sen, Hardeman before he finished his amendment, Giles and Shivers
defended the program as basically good, Shivers saying that seme questionable things 
could be expected in a program so big. (There have been 20,000 applications for 
land; under question are about 250 sales involving over $2 million). Both Shepperd
and Auditor C.H. CAM ESS said there are many more block deals which will take sev­
eral months to look into. Outside Shivers’ recommendation that the Governor be re­
moved from his role of supervision over the program, the committee got no specific 
suggestions for legislation. Shepperd’s office is briefing the deals for possible
criminal action, as well as civil action to cancel the deals and make the promoters
buy back the land they sold the State at strong mark-ups. As the Senate Committee 
recessed to Jan. 12, the full membership of the Board met, and disapproved all 
pending applications of three firms involved in the probe—Rio Vai, Alamo Land and 
Wintergarden Development Cos. It took no action on those firms’ proposals of last
week to assume the debt of the veterans whose names had been used for some purch­
ases which Rangers found the GIs didn’t know they were making.

IN BRIEF, the transactions followed this general pattern. Land would be bought 
on credit, or with small down payment. GI deals would be quickly worked out and 
the land sold to the State in time to pay off the land, leaving a profit for the 
promoter. Value of the land went up in one case calculated by Cavness from $26,30 
to $47.95 an acre in four months. The Rio Grande Corp., headed by T.J. McClarty, 
Yoakum, bought 11,085 acres in Webb County for $310,000, with $50,000 down. A year 
later he sold it to the corporation for $288,000, and a month later sold it to the 
State for 77 vets for $511,450.

DUVAL COUNTY, which has occupied one Veterans Land Board member most of this year, 
was ’’turned back” to Dist. Atty.-elect SAM BURRIS by Atty. Gen. Shepperd at a cere­
mony in the Duval courthouse this week. Shepperd gave credit to Shivers, HOMER 
GARRISON, Jr., of the Safety Dept, and his Rangers, Auditor Cavness. Federal off­
icials, and National GOP Committeeman JAN-°TM?ITAf^^h^ ihHTl^UOVa^ '
crusade. (He said Porter had never been mentioned before in connection with Duval 
but "he has been a great help to me many times when we would get on ’high center’. 
He gave aid at his own expense, and made trips to Washington to cut red tape when 
necessary.”) The Duval County Clean Government League gave Shepperd a scroll. 
Shepperd is having a book printed for free distribution about his Duval exploits, 
but will continue to help Burris if he’s needed...The Rio Grande border is being 
re-opened to cattle Jan. 1, for the first time since the foot-and-mouth disease 
outbreak. Cattlemen are expecting a rush of cattle northward to U.S. markets...The 
Houston Press had published an apology to Texas labor unions for publication of a 
letter to the editor charging that "all unions everywhere are under the absolute 
control of communists or their agents...” The Press found, after publication, that 
the name signed to the letter was phoney. As a result of the apology, the Texas 
State Federation of Labor-AFL has dropped pjbans for a libel suit. Said The Press: 
"...such contentions as those made in this letter are completely false and so ridi­
culous as not to merit consideration by even the most unthinking reader.”

THE TEXAS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES meets Jan. 5-7 in Fori, Worth and is expected to adopt 
a statement on school desegregation. A committee headed by Dr. M.E. SADLER, presi­
dent of TCU, is drafting a "Message to Texas Churches” for consideration by dele­
gates from churches with nearly 1.25 million members...The late MAURY MAVERICK’S 
collection of books on the Far East has been bought by the University of Houston 
Library...The National Education Assn, inquiry into teachers’ working conditions 
in the Houston schools found that two of five teachers had beeb subjected to press­
ures, either to support political candidates, or to teach slanted views on current 
events. The NEA found that "fear and uncertainty exist" in the Houston schools.
The report is somewhat anti-climactic, however, since a liberal majority was elect­
ed to the Houston school board in November.

THE Jan. 8 special House election to replace Rep. DAVID RATLIFF of Stamford has 
drawn four candidates, ONIS CRAWFORD and CLEBURNE HUSTON of Jones County, MOYNE 
KELLY (former State Hospital Board executive director) of Dickens County, and 
BOWEN POPE of Jones County.. .Agriculture Commr. JOHN WHITE found a new way tn take 
office for his third term. The oath was administered by his father, Farmer ED 
WHITE, at the family farm near Wichita Falls.
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DOMESTIC SERVICE

Check the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent as a full rate telegram

FULL RATE
TELEGRAM SERIAL

DAY 
S^LETTER

NIGHT 
LETTER f

WESTERN j INTERNATIONAL SERVICE^,

1206 Check the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent at the full rate

FULL
RATE DEFERRED

^CODE NIGHT 
LETTER

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

UNION
W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT

NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED

Washington, D. C.
June 22, 1

Mr. George .Parr
San Diego
Texas

In order to export wire to Mexico applicant must file application in triplicate addressed 
to Office of International Trade, Department of Commerce, washing ton 2£, D. C., attaching 
evidence that he has material available or contracted for. Oysters may be imported purely 
by clearance through L'. S. Customs. At time of imjx>rtation, Food and Drug Administration 
will inspect product and d etermine whether its entrance into United States can be approved. 
Any importation contracts therefore should contain provisions making contract contingent 
upon acceptance of product by Food and Drug Administration at time of import.

Lyndon B. Johnson, USS

Official Business
Government Rate
Day Letter Paid
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February 18, 1954

Dear Grady:

I appreciate very much your letter of February 16 
and am glad to reas -ure you of my determination to give 
Texas fair, clean, and honorable representation.

Never since I announced for the Senate in 1948 has 
Mr. George Parr discussed his business matters with me. 
Since I came to the Senate I have received several hundred 
thousand letters. Many of them have contained requests 
for assistance of various types, whether involving projects, 
legislation, or personal matters such as veterans* cases, 
military problems, passport visas, etc. In all cases I 
have tried to be helpful to my constituents regardless of 
the location of their homes, but I can assure you that no 
one section of Texas ha: received more favorable representa­
tion from me than any other section.

I am delighted to note that you are prospering, and 
I hope you will continue to be successful. I certainly want 
to be helpful if there is any way that I can be. Perhaps as 
it turns out, it was better that I was unable to be of any 
real assistance in connection with the College.

Thanks, too, for your advice on several subjects. 
I shall certainly bear it in mind.

Sincerely,

Dr. Henry Grad yf Harlan
P. O. Box 282
San Antonio, 6, Texas

Lyndon B. Johnson

LBJ:WJ:mf
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February 16, 195>4

Senator Lyndon Johnson 
United State Senate 
Washington, D C 

iJear Lyndon:

You will be interested in the statement made here by 
the declared "Duke of Duval” concerning you. It is now generally 
accepted, here, that the votes in Duval turned the tide for you 
and against Coke in 1948, However, the feeling is that Coke ac­
cepted the votes for years and, as Governor, made no attempt to 
clean-up the ’’long-known existing condition”. So they held nothing 
against you on the score. However, they have been particularly ob­
servant as regards blessings you might have been urged to do. KJy 
question is: Have you granted any favors to that constituency?

I have always voted for you and I got a lot of votes for 
you in 1948. You see my family has lived at Bishop in Nueces County 
since 1914° We have know the Parr deal all these years and have al­
ways voted against it and, largely on that ground, my brothers voted 
for you and against Coke for the Senate, though they had been strong 
for him as Governor, We hope you have kept youself -lear of this 
obligation, though I have some fine lawyer friends in Mice who got 
sucked-in years ago and they can’t stop. Of course they have made the 
money, but lost the respect of their former warm friends who have 
remained for clean government. Your name has certainly been used 
in a bad way as regards the present investigation. And it is surpris­
ing how many people,who voted for you in 1948, now state they are 
in a state of in-decision.

I now know a lot of facts about my dismissal from SWSTC in 
1947 that I didn’t understand then, and I also know that you were 
pressured out of rendering the help I requested. All of that is water 
under the bridge and I hold nothing anybody, for I have prospered far 
beyond what I had any hope for realizing there. But, now, I want to 
help the man who keeps his skirts clean, as I hope you have. Many think 
you have not and, irrespective of the truth, it is going to cost vou 
some votes.

I never was your teacher, but always liked you and I have 
supported vou in every election. You have much to commend you. On the 
other hand, I disagree with you on many situations. However, that is 
also not too important; what is important is that you give us clean 
representation, that we stay off the extreme of Mumanism-inflation 
as well as the other extremity of Hoover conservatism. It will take 
good living and hard work to achieve this result. You and Price naniel 
comprise a strong pair. Stay straight on sound Xexas and American prin­
ciples, Remove the ?75>* limit on social security; let people work and earn, 
have S3 as an annuity. Lyndon, answer mv question, personally, please. 

Cordially, 
■. ^radv Harlan
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. u By PAUL THOMPSON MW 
Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO, Feb. 16.^Charges ' 
of -jury-packing - and attempted? 
bribery wilt rock the Duval Coun­
ty. investigation. Saturday; in the 
state’s heaviest punch yet thrown 
iw4ts* airing of conditions in this 
George Parr-bossed political ball- 
WiCfci . ,*

dames E.' MacDonald, Freedom 
Party’s candidate for Duval Coun­
ty: sheriff; will'tell^a hearing in 
the Duval courthouse that, two 
years ago an attempt was-made 
to buy ■ him. out while- he was 
grand jury commissioner/ ; .

A bitter foe- of .Parr’s political 
machine, MacDonald will claim 
he was offered a prime; chunk of 
real estate and $500 monthly for 
slipping^., machine-controlled-, men 
into three jury panels. // ' Jd€/'

. ' -- - : -y '
At a hearing before Dist. Judge

C. Woodrow Laughlin, MacDonald// 
will state, he'turned-down the? of-.,. 
fers and. "was threatened; with- - 
Heath for his action.
' 4- - —' .... '

All this- became known .Tuesday, 
durihg an interview-with Mao 
Don aldrin which the sheriff candi­
date handed- Parr a. 'stiff'.raking .

. oven, and - said hey will testify . ■
against the Duval Duke atTO a.m.: //;
Saturday.”*. > •

Atty. Gem "John Ben .Shepperd . 
confirmed - that? MacDonald has : r, 
been subpoenaed for. the hearing.

. Judge Laughlin will pass on a 
motion* by Shepperd tb dissolve a 'I 
grand jury which is investigating

according to' Shepperd, take or-;? 
ders from - Parr a«l hence fare

! “not free to act.” I

z,'

J

J 8.

1

M

ft'

“With that, Parr handed me a 
paper on which were three lists, 
one with 18 names marked Grand 
Jury; and two lists of 36 names 
each marked, Petit Jury, First 
Week, and Fetit Jury, Second 
Week. '■. f

-
“I examined this paper, not 

knowing what to say. Parr evi­
dently sensing I * was hesitant,, 
made the, following statement:

“.‘I understand you have an in­
terest in the ——lease •- on - my 
property oh Which, there is an 
R.F.C. loan. , .

‘If you will take car of this 
-for me, I-will see that you get that 
lease.-I’ll, send you in to Lyndon 
Johnson / in Washington - and • have 
him clear it through. R.F.C/

“With that Parr left.. I didn’t 
agree or disagree. He never gave 
me the chance, .

, ‘ ‘ Judge Reams appointed me’on 
that grand jury commission, but 
not one man’s name on the Parr 
lists wad placed on the grand or 
petit juries. ” . ' I |

“After J the grand jury was em­
paneled, my phone rang one might 
and a"stfianger’s voice told me: ’ 

■ “ ‘MacDonald, you have dou­
ble-crossed? Mr. .Parr. No one < in 
Duval County ever double-crossed 
Mr. Parr''and lived! This is your 
first and- last warning, MacDon­
alds Yom leave' Duval. County. If 
you don’ ( you/1will be killed/

“I received other- threats later, 
of a similar nature and in July, 
1952, four Parr deputies ap­
proached me with a search war- 

rj§r,t Aw my car, searched it for a 
gun, did-?not find one, and told 
me, ‘we are taking you to San 
Diego to see George/
'“At the-sheriff’s office I was 

told to sit down a few minutes. I 
waited much longer than that and 
was /about to ' leave when Parr 
came in and told me-1 had double­
crossed him. I said I never agreed 
to/do anything for him. An argu­
ment followed in which Parr said 
he. Would run. me out of the coun­
ty, and that he had had better 
men than me killed, ■
7 “I remarked that he might, have 
sbmeone else kill me, but that he 
did not* have the guts to kill me 
himself,”?;

Brownsville Vessel 
Sinks, Crew Saved

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 16. — All 

crewmen apparently were s a f e 
•after a fishing vessel sank off the 
Port Aransas, bar^n the Gulf of 
Mexico, the.Coast Guard said.

The Viking, owned by Tim Hay 
of Brownsville, ran aground Mon­
day -about-..30. miles from Port 
Aransas, the Coast Guard report­
ed. The cause of the accident was ....................... ..... -

(Continued from Page 1)

' Specifically, the attorney gen­
eral will charge: ■ '

1. Parr tried to bribe MacDon­
ald on April 28, 1952.

2. names of all three grand jury 
commissioners who named the

"present grand jury were on a list 
. of names Parr handed MacDon­
ald that day. '
r 3. Four members of the present 

jury were named on the same 
list. , -

- - On file with the attorney, gen­
eral is a -photostatic copy of 90 
names purportedly listed by Parr 
and left with? t MacDonald two 
years ago. Eighteen of the names 
were proposed for grand jury duty 

. and. the rest for two petit jury 
panels,. MacDonald has told Shep- 

j pered., ..

tThe photostat includes names 
of Vidal Garcia, W. C. Kelly and 
Pedro Coronado, grand jury com­
missioners who sleeted the jury 

. panel* which Shepperd seeks to 
oust ,,-.K '

- .: ' ■ ■ ' • - 
: Also listed are Irinio Canales, 

Cl. M, Caden, Jose Tovar and 
Amado Caballero, all members of 
the grand jury under fire. 
...Still others on the list are: 
, Jose de Leon and 0. D. Barring­
ton^, jury commissioners for April 
of 1953; and J. A. Heras and Ty­
son Lummy, jury commissioners 

■■ appointed by Judge" Laughlin in 
February to pick an eight-man 
jury for duty in April. I . . .. '

Questioned by reporters, Shep­
perd made it plain that all men 
on the 90-name list have been es­
tablished as Parr supporters.

McDonald gave .. San Antonio 
< News a detailed account of what 

happened on April 28, 1952; the 
day he asserts Parr came to him 

' at his Benavides : home with the 
., bribe offer. \

‘. A sworn . statement giving the 
i' account is on file with Shepperd, 

, . „ McDonald said, and will be read 
F 7' Into the record in Saturday’s hear- 
/, ing. - “ - .
KV/ McDonald’s account follows!
! t ? V “George B. Parr, at my home, 

W?jold me "'anted, to talk with 
V me. I knew Parr personally so I 

■. J invited him in. /‘.'7 J
I " • v, - : ‘1? '

“Parr first asked me what my 
salary > was. -1,, told him $500 a 
month. He then? said, ‘Mac, I’m 

i going .to put you on my payroll 
for $500/ \ h / ■ ■ '
'“To^ this"' I* replied, ‘Well, 

George,, people just don’t hand out 
$50ba month for nothing/- ? ‘ 

“George replied that Judge Sam 
G Reams was going to appoint 
me on ; the- jury commission to 
pick a grand jury. .
“‘Naturally/ George said, ‘I 

want the right men on that jury! I 
have here a list, of names, which' not known.

I want you to put on that jury.
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CORP US-' CHRISTI, Tex., Feb. 4 
—UP—Gov. Allan Shivers, speak­
ing from | &e sidelines'of George 
Parr’s political/ empire, pointed ' 
west to the; “one place in Texas : 
where freedom is about to be 
stamped out,’* but pledged the state 
to correct that situation “God giv­
ing us time.”'- .

The state has "ballot thieves and 
political gangsters” in Duval coun­
ty “on the run,” Shivers said in a 

(speech at Corpus Christi.
At Washington, meanwhile, At- : 

torney. Generali Herbert Brownell. 
Jr. i said the Treasury Department 
is conducting an> income tax Invest 
tigation of George Parr, the “Duke 
5f Duval”, county-;’ '^7// MM 

Brownell told a news conference .'.
le discussed the^ Parr.j case with^£ 
Shivers in Texas,!where, the attor- ;' 
ley general recently visited. I

^Treasury' Jurisdiction . y .
“The inform a ti oh I received was / 

' vithin the jurisdiction of th«,Treas-M 
iry, and I referred it to/then *

• Brownell saidi “There is/nothi 
sending in the, Justice Debartm

• ibouUParr.” \ , j . j .;
. Shivers, who in - ajspeecht
Antonio.. We.drei^ay-^threatened, to ' 
declarH martial law in Duval coun­
ty and'send in 50<Rarigers.’Hf. that'. 
was necessary "to.bring freedom to , 
those, people,” announced, fhat/a 
joint state-federal'' investigation "in- ■ 
to use of publie fundi in the:politi-. . 
cally-turbulent area was about end-- / 
ed and he believed it?would &bear Z . - fruit.”/ > ? ' J > - " 

. At a Corpus ChristfRolary meet- 
tng Shivers said: “A county west 4 
?k us known as Duval is one place « 
tin Texas where freedom is about 
to be stamped out.
4 "It is a condition that free Tex­
ans shouldn’t allow," he said. “God 
giving us time, we aren’t going to- 
allow-it. I think we’ve got them on 
the run.. I think in a short time - 
you’ll see an end to that condition 
and we will end it with your help." 1 

Asked Protection ’
Shivers said a Duval county 

j group came to him two years ago 
land told him they would “stand up « 
to battle the situation” if they were . 
guaranteed protection. This was 
granted, the governor, said, and J 
“they gave & 28 per cent show of 
opposition.. ,,

He referred to polled voting 
strength of the "Freedom Party," 

•an anti-Parr political group in Du- 
Ival county./-
I Shivers said his administration 
had .been given the cooperation of . 
the Department of Justice, the Bu­
reau opinternal Revenue, State De­
partment of. Education, attorney 
gejieral’s office, state auditor’s of­
fice and the Department of Public- . 
Safety in* the-campaign against the « 
Parr machine—“even., though.they 
may indict a few of- the depart- 
ment’sf members? ’

Shivers referred to the-action of 
a Jim ? Wells • county ; grand - jury ' 
Wednesday in indicting Ranger 
Capt. A. Y. Allee and Ranger Joe ’ 
Bridge on counts of assault with in- : 

jtent to--murder Parr. The indict­
ments-stemmed from ,a bloody 
court house corridor brawl at Alice ;> 
between the two Rangers, a Rang­
er technician, Parr and his nephew, 
Duval County Sheriff Archer Parr.

. ,, -— —
■
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invention had derio 
political systerii^in^Ll 
nation^bf.: thatvdajt.i 
JSj^eans.attftixdfeXo£$<B| 
':■"Two years-'.-ago;
Duval t vote ^ease3?\t 
at^easWf or. ■ -the.- e’ari

biotin g Dispute
— „

■
need Duval’s 
.8,'-the: indig- 
yas . replaced , 
jusement^A rg-J >. 
hwever,'' :Jthe ;
de A a joke—*' 

idate* on .the ;
w __ i

.M^aDHl^MMLMdon B/’jdhh- J 
soriMnW Cokg/Stevenson /waged 
MqWLVtiotLHLsh.-S chWvajsoWo^ 
.EThited States^ Senatbl < -- >•* t VI 
^/Texas suddan^re^iXe^that this 
oneriKCQuht^DWyal-^dpuld control 

. amentife- statgt?election if the re- 1 
sult’>were close* eriougiu •/■.*-€.*•/, - '1 < 
; For<~a 'white; ata appeared, there - 
would be a full-scale investigation 
of Duval and ^adjoining, counties 
where Parr- .is influential. But ^As­
sociate^ Justice Hugo. Black of the

L LS IX win x>uxv „x.... ~ UnitedrStates Supreme • Court... orr. J 
returns before poll- dered a halt to a.'federal district 

; court inquiry, after jt had proceeded 
' 1c only.two .days.; • ' '' >- -

_  - -------- /Johnson was-declared winner' of 
the Democratic’nomination by only 
eighty-seven’votes.-. The state-wide

h story.
L- o'gr a^seri&X^'the '̂ >.■■■ *‘Deci3We-D«ctiy:-ovDuvaI.t^whosa<ne^x»

- honed.lor thirty,years. HM 'ML§

and
'Alter surviving the State,Senate 

1nvestigatioNpfIMH:DuvaI».Cdunty 
■. settled -down. to., make its lop-sided 

voting a tradition.
r--^The/f^st<Duke^of£DkvaI^wchig 
Parr; .-.died, in.-4942^Het^waa;isua- 
ceede'd,liivpolitical^qwetMby ' h» 
sori-’ George Parr/; the second-; Duke of Duvabwho Ttm runs the politics 
of the Latin-American’ county arid 
has Influence: in,adjoining counties.

Politicians began to accept the 
near-unanimous, Duval votes.:with 
little- or no •.;protesti^i»On;<occasion, 
the /Texas;. Election Bureau re­
ceived reports from • Duval of 
“complete” i_L__—/- 
closing time. -

Although- the iState-Democratic

totaL- waS.‘'”J'ohh3on,' 494,191; Ste­
venson; 494,104,,. ' ■. \ ;

The ballots from Duval and from 
Box ., 13/: in^ adjoining-; Jim^ Wells 
County, were, many times over his 
margin of - victory.' '\

Controversy pve'rjJohnson’s' vote 
in “ the,,. Latin-American ..Land; of 
Parr , raged for- weeks.,. It-went

See DUVAL/ Page 14, Col. 1



E

LAM-

-
'jtS

jffir

1

Wf

, . _ , {j Mirchrr
mplet#’■ .iS...SijBtd.............;.,...........

U'Ws

w*Hefe is the1 time-table of the Jim 
-Wells County vote reports:-"W'-K - 
/ At 6:39 p.m.j?bn the daypflthe 
election, the Texas Election Bureau 
received a telegram from Jim Wells 
County saying returns were incom­
plete, but that Johnson had 1,049 
votes to Stevenson’s-260. . •
.. At 10:21 p.m., a ■, wife-" to 7the 
bureau, from its correspondent said 
Jim Wells had completed its count. 
The score was Johnson^!,786 votes; 
Stevenson,. 769.

These figures were' verified 'by 
a mail report from the correspond­
ent of the bureau.

Six days after the primary, how­
ever, the election bureau received 
this telegram from its correspond­
ent!

' "Complete official returns from 
Jim Wells County, Senator John-

N

' ■
Coke t Stevenson ^.disputed:; his--opponeiits:?g^ii->iri ’ Jim 
Wells County,!which;adjoins Duval,'*during the 1948$ 

A A election ’ cxmtroversy.^ The?? complete unofficial return 
! T on election Inightigave*Lyndon^B;>'Johnson 202 fewer 
- E votes than did the official return six days jater., Re-?.

' produced above .are telegrams received : by-the, Texas 
Election. Bureau Aug: 28 and Sept. 3. “ . * ,

XT-- szv

- A / •

IJIIV A11JLX V-/ ▼ JTjLJLU -

. . i.Con.t’nued from Pafle..1
from, am exchange of angry/words 

.., between... Stevenson and ■' Johnson 
;•-./ in$o/ the/ Democratic State .’Con- 

Vention, .into federal districtcourt;
• ’intd„X federal circuit court of ap- 

i PealZ!-Lnd'-'finally, to the United 
State Supreme: Courf'Lwhere - Mr.

- Justice, Black put an end-to the
- . investigating.

- ■/->/Republicans,-, who/were in con­
trol ? of Congress, ‘ /pledged ‘ ’ 

-rquiry.-,, -.But the Dempcr?

-- - th^ieontesf against?JphhsomUThe ; jHiirwkr+rn An ? a I t« o4-T'a a v « J- — — 
■fions^Jike:: any;investigation,?' but

1. ! //V .nA- v-T I
i^Inf Hutt Mrfwu. writ*

son got .4,622 votes,' Stevenson 40. 
The missing box had added 427 
votes to - Johnson’s total-, but only 
2 for Stevenson;-This? gave,! John­
son the state-wide‘lead that .Sun-; 
day night.. .. -

Stevenson regamed the lead 
Monday noon by a 210-vote mar­
gin. .;■

Counties were checking arid re4 
('checking the unofficial totals they 
had sent to-the election bureau. •

Johnson, complained about: revi- 
sions......•, •„ . WMjW

"If I lose this election: I ?want 
to lose it by .the votes ’.of the peo­
ple and not bymistakes and, cor­
rections,” said "Johnson.

The election seemed settled Tues­
day night;’ Stevenson had a:lead of 
349 votes"and the election■- bureau 
estimated-i.it. had accounted.for; all 
votes in - the. state', except- . about 
forty front-‘Borden"County .in .Its 
unofficial tabulation.

On Wedn'esday4-!fbd^' driys after 
the ^election—the Texas Election 
Bureau .'announced' if had - received 
returns,: - marked" "complete?.-'from 
every county/ The bureau pointed 
out,: howdver/ than' an. off icial 'can­
vass would. be.necessary to decide 
the winner. . - -7-; -

Telegraphic reports- torthe bureau 
Were being verified by mailed re­
ports.’

Stevenson was leading by 362 
votes. His followers felt’their^’man 
was-saf^/After all; they argued; all 
the bMMews was in; he 'had? sur­
vived/tire lopsided land of - Parr 
votes.. . ■'
; ;Bufc Stevenson had overlooked a 
conflict-in the'repprts of votes from 
the .ifow-famous. Box 13 in Jim 
Wells.County..;

Box 13 is ten miles from San 
Piego, home of George Parr, and 

- is-, like Duval County, heavily popu­
lated by Latin-Americans who

son 1,988, Stevenson' 770""'
..This new total- added only one 

vote to Stevenson, but gave 202 
more votes to Johnson;-,.

'-■And statewide, Johnson went into 
a ,17rvpte lead on,..the unofficial 
count.

Johnson and Stevenson, by - this 
time’,-werfe engaged in a wbrd.’duel. 
! Stevenson/charged he was. being 
counted out'oDthe running.

. Johnson : said, he. knew., the real 
totals all along through an -inde­
pendent check;, arid could .not be 
responsible for-the Texas' Election 
Bureau's system, of ( .collecting re-
1 _ ....turns.

“When every ? vote . is..honestly 
counted in every county,’ said

f 125 Jim

*y!-i.r; &&&..;■ J

Sena to r—J ohnsen ...... -. . .. «.SU.. 
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. ?•. '< J ■ ketur® '

* .Republicans,'.who^ were in. con­
trol ? of Congress, ‘ /pledged:, an in- 

/.quiryt;?:But the - Democrats > won 
and/the ' next CdhgrtzWMismissed 
the^contest. against? Jdhnrqh^/The 
Department of^ 'Justice! made 'mo- 

. 'tions'.-. like an-, - investigation," but 
’ '• fmally*decided/to»let-; the; matter 

ride/." - ' A
^/"The'J/Johnson-SMyen^on » drama 
begatt-yAhou|T3ra.m. ionj. Aug/28^ 

; date :of the.runoff primarykif ?1948.'
At' that: hour /it became apparent' 
thafa close count, would be neces­
sary to decide, the jwinner. of Senate 

7.- nomination/*“S"- /.-
T^e/Texa^^EIecGom Bureau-7, in 

. ’ Dallas,.;an unofficial . agency'/that 
- collects returns/ for?...the. state’s 
•rnewspapers'./and-/5 radio' stations, 

sensedr, the trend ;and" started 
7 double-checkihg*all;reports.
: ■ - Stevenson was .-leading by .'only 

854’,votes, at 1:30;k.m.<Sunday, ;the
. day-.after^the/election. ^•7 •
; sNewsi from - Duval alarmed; the 

Stevenson camp.
- ■. ' -Althpugh/Puval:>had^» ihVsoirie 

•: past; electipnst-beert.rthe. firstfeoun- 
ty/-tb report^ /"completecount, 
the election bureau-was informed 
Sunday, that one;.box, still;-was out. 
A report on. that box was’ promised

' by:;3£p;m..'. that day. K.-?/ 
It’.was. dus/ however," when the 

completeDuva^vote came in/John-

-
i .County^

8SMMMMWWMK

■

speak more Spanish than LnMstz...^



Lyndon B; Johnson - was?, 
smiling and. confident at the 
executive .. committee - ses- ? 
sion; where he was_declared 
Demooati^admmee 7 for.J
Lenate^...^

Johnson^.',“Lyndon Johnson will "be 
certified^he^winnerofthenomina- 
tionj s,: . -** -• ' - • ’• . ■'4- ,

It was obvious xthat <the; battle 
would go to the-StatefDemocratic 
co n vention, which - normally jdoes' a 
routine duty Inr.certiiyihg nominees 
to the Secretary-of State-, fot-the 
November general’election;

Stevenson and Johnson partisans

Stat, forbid ?■ ’
LLML ‘"Vm >or{ w°Tr?Sepl- 

election balloted settlnglbear-.f J.ZI™,”’'

lay rand into the;night.r- 
Stevenson’s.- friends - argued

.evidence, of,fraud; 4 
ohnson’s counsel retorted. t

• purported affidavits <were"; oh 
tained. • from persons "of Mexican 

escenUunder threats? *. • - ’•M; ’
When, the committee vote-was 
" en-,-Johnson was declared the 

winner.'; The decision was" close. 
Johnson' won.by a single committee 
yotelMtz.

Stevenson.rplanned a fight*mnthe h 
conventiOTi'flporthe--nextr day;..The i 
onvention^^jyas?A,divided7:^n;. the,8 

Johnson-Stevenson matter;. and also II 
oyer y support1 of^the^presidehtialB 
nominee;; Harry’' 3/;5Tfumani?The I 

ghnson4f6rces^perfected’’’‘a^roal^|

mariiteswohboriventib^
cked- out” most of the anti-Tru-fl 

maW and? anti-Johnson^ delegate's 
]^t^the-?:.T]mmam? victory' 
certification of -Johnson?^

.....__ ____ _____ __ ______ ur. D'JoLQ8ontz'appearedr;oMrthskI>iat^
davit in Jim Wells,.Cdunty alleging form , and .was given, an ovation.' 
♦*•*'•* nAA -"—' 1—'--J *•—» i George Parr* was introducedVand 

applauded. _ fl
s' Stevenson''meh didhTtry^tb t-con- 
testi irt; the- convention.. They1'Were I 
beaten! ther^ and-knewMaj 

: ••Bttt?'even?:'as Johnson ; and Parr 
were hSing-applauded;-two Steven- 
so’nTaCtorneys? Connie ’ Renfro Of 
Dallas and; Kellis Dibrelb » of ; San 
Antonio were. preparing fto drive 
to;Harrison .County, on the; Louis­
iana- border.,,,

Dogs yapped ' az .the'-two- attor­
neys pulled up, about 4,1a.m., - at 
the farm home of Federal ?Judge 

V\ T. Whitfield Davidson.^,
A. •? Judge Davidson dressed and sat 

down behind a.table. Renfro out­
lined ?their complaint/ The judge­
granted * a temporary restraining 
order against the. Secretary of

began a campaign-to get a majc 
of 'delegates to the- Fort - 
convention. ■

- Johnson made^a radio appea’ , . • ' 
convention ' support. .: Her.. ai 
that the convention had a?su 
duty, under 1 aw;-.itlshould cpuj 
the votes as reported^y’the1 
cratic County- Exb^utiye 7.C 
tees and had no apthprity to-K 
tigate the balloting.-^ 
i ;<There- were appeals to-Was 
ton for an FBI' investigatjoni.O 
parties ' wanted KM State-, Sanat 
United States Senate probe; 
: George Parr said the Duval 
tion was “as clean an elect! 
ever has been-held',:il^ihvite: 
tigation.” He said.jtbhhson.-'gc 

rbig,majority ■ there- because.“ 
0 ur, friend.”

v' "* •’ 'r.-r ~•.Stevenson men started some 
yestigatin g on their own hook; 
Jis Dibrell, San Anton io lawy e 
former FBI agent? filed r. an a.

.that 200 illegal votes had. been 
added in Box 13. ' “-

■•• •;’»-<fiweyHMiwKwft. ‘ A new Democratic executive com­
mittee .took office... i*^ Jim - Wells. 
There was a hint.that- the commit­
tee, would try. to .recount'the. votes. 
Time was running short. .The state 
convention - was - onlyr-;five-i. days 
away. Without the-Jim Welh:votes, 
^Johnson would be defeated.^,- .?« ;; 
bl Johnson - attorneys ' obtained I ah 
injunction to pr'event the hew com­
mittee from eliminating Any^yotes 
“on the ground, of illegality, 'irregu­
larity or. fraud in the, holding of 
said election.” .
J,The scene shifted tb-Fort. Worth 
on Sept. 13, 1948, when the Demo­
cratic State Executive Committee 
met.to set up the state convention.

■ L
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the records;' they hadkdisappeared.
Trevino,: sheriff: and tax 

collector*? of Duval, testified' he 
once had possession-of the primary 
ballots and kept thgm in the, coun­
ty, judge’s office. >■ LcksMkM 

Q;.Where are they now?‘|T'.7 .>;■ 
A. They are destroyed.
Q. Who-destroyed them? ‘
A. I did. . A.... * . ;
Q. How? did you destroy^,them ?, 
Au- Me and the -judge,^the county 

judge. . <■_ '
Q. How?
A. Destroyed them, r

...QJHow -did' you destroy; them, 
tear*’them up,.or burn them; up?

A.’.Tore them up. , j-v: 
Q.*What,day was it you-des­

troyed-them? •<
< Ai l do/not-remember-'exactly,- 
but it was'about ninety days after.

Q. After, what? -
A. The. primary election.
Trevino '■ said the ballots’ were 

destroyed' because , the boxes ’were

ques.-
■________ ....... -....
^^BjrDAWSON VIINCAMM 

and ALLEN DUCKVVORTB^
Twice^ during • election control 

versies,.,Duval County:ballots-, have 
been destroyed.

te.They were burned twoyears ago,' 
[ when: Coke Stevenson was- disput- 
: ing-r Lyndon Johnson’s right' to the 
I United States; Senate | nomination.

The...ballots were tom-up thirty- 
‘two-yeary ago, when. .D..W-Glass-, 
i cock was contesting" the late Archly 
1 Parr'L re-election as State Senator.

A4^ State: >1. Senate.; committee..? on 
privileges, and /elections . inquired 
into the Glasscock charges.. . On 
Feb.- 6,1919, -the committee put 
J. V. Palacios,^ county and district 
clefk^of. Duval, on the stands.A 
portion . of: questioning follows:

Q- A subpoena duces tecum was 
servedton you to bring the ballots 
cast at the primary, election in 
Duval County of last year, and the 
ballots of . the general election.

A. I brought: the general election 
ballots., -. - -..

(Edito?*'Note—This" w 
a series on the politlca 

Decisive Duchy, ot Duva 
lanimou*. election returns A. No;' sir,- ’. ?.?’ "'UiMWl

O. Why? '
MA. L. haven't got:them. . . 
MMSenator wanted to- know 'what 
becameJof the ballots//

“I don’t, know; sir;T suppose they 
were destroyed,” ■ said Palacios.

- O.< GJ Allen, brother-in-law of 
Archie? .Parr, the- then Duke of 
DuvalJjwas" called. Allen,, the chair­
man of the Duval County Demo­
cratic Executive. Committee,? was 
ordered tot bring tally sheets and

11at 4
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which fUled more than a thousand 
pages ofthe Senate journal, Sen­
ator Pari- "addressed the commit­
tee. He said the issue was simple.

“They (the Glassoock supporters) 
went out andi tried to get every 
Mexiqm---; vote’ they could, and I 
&erit out and tried to get them 
all and I got more votes than he 
did^ and: that ■ is all that is the 
matter with them,” Senator Parr 
said. “My majority is more than 
his and the votes ought to be 
counted.”

The committee’s- 'majority' report

Still'' another ' Laredo Mexican 
thought Parr and Glasscock were 
running for Governor. He voted for 
one in'the- primary and the other 
in the general election.

There were stacks of affidavits 
designed^ to ? show Jllegal. voting, 
Severaft claimed that ^vdters'were 
handed ballots already marked and 
folded when they entered the polls.

Gasper Chapa of Hidalgo testi­
fied that'.his voting was easy.

“One of the clerks showed me 
where to scratch and I scratched.”

After a month of testimony,.

of Arts and industries ^established 
at Kingsville, and he was th_e_au­
thor of the state aid bill" that 
helped finance construction of 
Corpus Christi’s rock breakwater.——

Tomorrow—Duval County Does 
It Again: The Johnson-Stevenson 
Senate Controversy. '

Parr continued to serve in the 
Senate' until.. 1934. He died, at 
eighty-one, ten, years after leaving 
the Senate, having served twenty 
years in all.

He • was? credited,’‘‘during his Sen­
ate Service/ with being instru- 
mental in having the Texas College

‘'“^Continued from Page*1 
needed7 for general' election? in No­
vember.

. Q. You knew there was a 
troversy as to whether or not Mr.

MM

minority, however, recommended 
that, the election be declared void 
because "there were so many irreg­
ularities, violations/ of the law in 
the conduct of'election, and so 
many illegal votes cast, that it is 
impossible to -ascertain with cer-

rejected the Glasscock complaint.X' tamiy the true result of the elec­
tion as to the office of State Sen­
ator .from the'. Twenty-.third Sen­
atorial District.”

Senator Parr was saved by two 
votes when the Senate as a whole 
voted 16 to 14 on March 12, 1919, 

the Dyke ot Duval. .

It is across1 the street, from the Duval County Courthouse;/The oilman, banker,/ 
*’..<it'i^cheri>biisine^man'and,'politidan'-alsor.3s county judge” of Duvall

Par&Toeu.Mr; Glasscock had been
elected “to the Senate, , didn’t you ?" id&j

Q. At the time you destroyed.the -/EH -i 
ballotsT-LMjMEK^MLL,’ ..E/WW 

'-A^WN 
tz; You knew' that - they;- would 

prbbably be needed-in that contest.
—the* ballots of' the primary elec- KWW

, /A. I dldn’tkn,qw.that they would L W-W 
be needed: ? t'sp5'f

that- he not- 
only destroyed^ the ballots, but also g 
the poll- tax lists and .tally sheets. * / 

Parr’s attomeys/countered; pre- 
vious testimony byi-attempting to ZFMHW 
show there was some, peculiar vot- 
ing on-‘the other>side,^in 'counties 
other than, those, complained of by "WHAM-7 
OlasswckHDMM-^

Guadalupe Molina^testified ' that
she voted in LaSalle Gounty, just MM/ZU 
northwest of. Duval, and-that, her 
ballot was already made out for 
her when she arrived at the polls 
in the-November general election.

She said she voted'f or" Woodrow 
Wilson for President She also said 
she voted for Wilson for State 
Senator; V r#?:;

When asked about her vote for 
Lieutenant Governor, she said she 
voted "for the general.” What gen- 
eral? she-was asked. “The general 
of the- state," was her reply.-.:; .

Domingo Gisneros/ another Parr
witness, told of having his. ballot DMA 
marked for him in-the general |||||| 

‘election.. - -■ ■■ 
' Fulgencio Gonzales said he voted 
"for Woodrow Wilson for President 
and for Governor.

Parr attorneys sought to prove 
that some Mexicans who wanted to 
vote* for Parr had their ballots- 
marked for? Glasscock, ...

Melchior ’ Pena, who voted at '
‘ —Associated Press Photo,

to thj /iiin/piace but he thougt ’ There are • many political triumphs in - th? history of 
he voted for Parr. •< The record ?■ •: the Decivise Duchy of Duval, butnone so mighty as that 
showed his ballot was for Glass-..-./x of; 1948/ when Lyndon B. Johnson was named United ? 
co^£*Jrz .. --- / States Senator.'- Here's:GeorgeParr, second Duke-of

dence that - the ./average . Latin-' Fort: Worth, where; Johnson’s; 87-yote Victory was pro­
Amer icanin-the-: senatorial district - /claimed., . • ' g - - , - -. -.... i MRsi J* 9 MM ■ I -v rain*was: utterly, conf used on pohtics. S 

It was shown that Mexican-citi- 
zens, living in -Texas^ had been is­
sued poll taxes and had voted.

One witness, through- an inter­
preter,' said she thought she was 
an American now because she had 
been baptized in Texas. H

A LaSalle County Mexican said 
he voted for “the present Gover­
nor” whom he Identified as Wood­
row Wilson.

From Laredo came a witness who 
said he voted for Glasscock for At­
torney General. Another said he 
voted, for Glasscock for Congress.
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during the hearing brought out,lc 
cal political' bitterness^ By? infer 
ence, they Connected-' this Iocs 
rivalry with the .'charges'of eiectio. 
irregularities.* ;

Too,, they continued .to challeng 
the right of the ^federal court’s'spe 
cial masters to delve into the ^elec 
tiori, especially opposing any open 
ing of ballot, boxes. ' Vafe™

Johnson’s: ijcounsel .also brough
< ' -b. -Jj-n /fcafeato

aid’s custody in the" vault of the 
Alice bank, of which Parr is presi­
dent...

Efforts to find Donald were -fu­
tile.

Stevenson attorneys ; wanted, 
especially, • to check .the poll lists 
for Box 13.

Stevenson attorneys claihied the 
list for Box 13 would show a 
change of color of ink for the last 
200 names. ..

■ They had alleged that 200 voting 
names had been-added-five days

ing to Johnson 200 votes which had 
never been cast. in.said precinct.” 
Stevenson’s private investigators, 
who / included Kellis DibrelT .and 
Jim: Gardner, San Antonio attor­
neys and former FBI agents,.-, said 
.they ' could ..produce , witnesses to 
testify. that their names were -on 
the . voting list, but. they 'did not 
vote. ■■ » '

A witness vwho testified 2 before 
Judge Davidson in Fort Worth shid 
his name was listed as having voted 
in Box 13, but he was not in Alice 
during election hours on Aug. 28. 
‘ This - witness was Hector, Cerda. 
A previous witness for. .Stevenson 
said he . had obtained a glance at 
the poll, list and had noted.Hector 
Cerda as - having- ,been>■ woter No. 
920. From-the official’'court tran­
script.of the;’questioning of Cerda:

Q.—^State whether or not you 
vot.^dtpn that day?
MWi^id not vote.
^’■ Donald' could not- be located; So 
Mrs. Donald
before Judge Davidson’s’' spe< 
master, W. R. Smith Jr. of San As.- 
tonio.

, Mrs. Donald said her husband 
left town the day before the he 
ing. She did-not know-where he 
had gone, or how, until he tele­
phoned and said he was in Mexico. 
, Still in quest of the poll list*-the

v ■ -------A?
Mapklocates poUtically^famousjDuval  ̂County. During 

>.'E the 1948-federal court investigation,'hearings were con­
ducted in Lan Diego, county seat of Duvals and at nearby 
Alices Jinr, Wells Countyr and Zapata in Zapata County.

, I
■ninri T ness to produce poll lists of the
I 11 E V A I j 1948 runoff primary election./

i r ' The list was said'"to.be in Don-
Continued fram Page f 

J," '* ...
dared winner of the runoff primary 
by only weighty-seven votes for the

Entire state.,; Stevensbn attorneys
■ f hoped to show- enough, irregulari-
K, ties in. thsi’disputed: counties to 

throw out., the few votes' needed to
' ' put . Johnson behind.

f- '-^^Uj^so^-.Asvsnson's attack was 
centered on Box 13 at Alice, in Jim

' Wells County.-
Jim Wells County adjoins-Duval. 

Alice- is only a few - minutes-’^drive 
eastward ’’ from Sah DiegoE the 
Duval County-seat. - j -?i ->:.

George-Parr, the political boss of 
Duval, -ha*.- business . interests in 

.-. Alice,^^itywas’!developed in testi­
mony- takeri(:there-before ...the in­
vestigation was halted.:-'-*"

* One- of .the;.witnesses on.SepL.227, 
^^1948, - was Given* 3- Parr. He Laid

. naywas. active vice-president- of the 
Texas State Bank of Alice.V-

"t^ho ■ is' the ' president?’”- asked
- ‘ Connie Renfro-of Dallas, a Steven- 

' son attorney..
“George Parr,’” Givens Parr^re-

• elied. He. explained that George 
. harr - was his brother. ? - .? ?<' /• 

■, Another business link-.with Parr
{.was' seem in-, the personnel/of the 
'legal staff? at?the Alice;'hearings.

• Qne of the ■ anti-Stevenson attor­
neys was Ed Lloyd, of Alice. He is 
a member;of the firm of'Lloyd & 
Lloyd. Martindale and Hubbell,4 a 
legal directory, shows that Lloyd & 
Lloyd' represent > the Texas State 
Bank of Alice and, the .San Diego 
State ' B ank;Vin ’ / Ddvaf^i.'Cpunty.

■ George Parr is president*?# both 
banks;- -y4' i ” : • - .-<

Givens. S-- .Parr testified that B.
F. Donald Jr.7 retiring secretary of 
the Jinf Wells Democratic Execu­
tive Committee, was cashier of the 
bank. ' -??- , '

■ ■■ Donald was subpoenaed as a wit-

" hearing turned to Luis‘Salas, who ? 
was election judge at Box 13. Salas 1 
said he' waa.born « Mexico .and ? 
had been a..United: States citizen 
for seven years.

. Salas was asked if he had one 
of the three copies of election rec­
ords of .his box. ' .

Under the law,, three copies are 
supposed to be made of■ precinct 
election returns. ... -

. ^‘Immediately upon completion of 
the, counting ,.pf. the ballots/’? said 
Art.3124,. a- -law pertaining - to F 
primary -elections,.. ..the precinct £ 
judges are supposed to make out 
thre.^ copies...,of / election returns. 
One copy. is'itd.fbe sealed, up and 
sent- ^to the ’county* (Democratic) 
chairman within twenty-four hours 

: after ballots are counted; A second 
copy goes into the-ballot boxes, to­
gether with- the - ballots, and the 
box is to? be / locked.. The 1 third 
copy, “shall be; retained bythe pr’e- 

; .siding judge of election for a period 
' oM twelve months succeeding the 
- -date; of election(Note.—The next 

year,/ the. Legislature* changed the 
'law*/to-take- custody of the third 
copy from the precinct judge, di­
recting him to deliver it instead to 

: the county clerk.)... . .;
Salas didn’t have his copy.

. Also, he^revealed ‘ that Donald’s 
copy-had; disappeared. ..'
- The;-witness said there had been 
so much-talk'about Box 13 he de­
cided'.'to- double check his record 
with the'duplicate in Donald’s pos­
session.'

“I had been hearing a lot of talk­
ing about that there was something 
wrong with the election,” related 
Salas.: “The election was level, 
nothing wrong with the election.” 
He said no names were added after 
voting ceased.

Salas said he got Donald’s rec­
ords for Box 13 to check against 
his own, just to be sure everything 
was all right. .

That was on Sept. 15, 1948,. the 
day after the Democratic state' con­
vention met in Fort Worth and de­
clared- Johnson the 87-vote winner. 
And it, wa* the.- morning, that 
Judge Davidson had granted the 

_____  _ court order, against;Johnson..,, 
after the election, “thereby credit--*> “I ■ got’ those- copies from him 

(Donald) and put them in my car 
to go with mine,’” Salas said.

“After I check it up I went to 
the Baile Espanola.” (A dinner 
was given there in Salas’ honor.) 
“I stayed there from 5 until 9:30, 
something.. like?... that;. and...when:I 
come back they stole everything 
from the car.” \ • X
>■ So,- the hearing proceeded to try 
to find the Box 13 records that 
should have been deposited in a 
locked; ballot box. Some . of the 
boxes were not locked. And one of 
the Precinct 13 ballot .boxes, seemed 
to be missing. At least, it couldn’t 
be identified.

There was a dramatic moment 
when it was thought that Box 13 
had been located. A 5>; ''

Mrs. Juanita Hulsey; deputy 
jgounty clerk for Jim Wells County^ 
produced a box she said was under­
stood -to be from Pr^cihct 13, and 

court she had -kept it hid- 
Men'jJn’-a vault because of the elec­
tion controversy. But when the 
bOXfrWas 'examiried in court, it con- 
.ta&igtE^not the returns from Pre- 
fcinct TO;'but what appeared to be 
M^-from^Prsclnct 5, .

Orge 'Parr-called at the Alice 
courthouse during the hearing; He 
greeted Salas. They talked in Span­
ish, v

Johnson attorneys, several times

4,
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There, remained iia 
States-Senate inves 
Senate- ■ investigate 
snooping in Duval.,-;' 
-interest in the DuVa

3.was gone." ° '
- *"J.’ M; Burnett; ‘special' master for 
Duval and Zapata *' Counties V for 
Judge Davidson,bordered all; ballot 
boxes impounded in, the- twoicoun-

Before- the ^ ballots' could?/be 
checked,; however;; the. investigation 
was.called off;*:
f ^ohnson’s i attorney^’, had i been 
waging a legal; race;;against: time. 
' In. a few- days,. it;would be Oct. 
2—the date when, the general elec­
tion' ballot was' supposed to .be 
posted..? If something: wasn't. done 

, quickly, - Johnson'; name wouldn't 
be on the ballot. Jl long Investiga­
tion, it- seem edr-regardless of what

A trip to a;United States Cir­
cuit Court, of Appeals.was fruitless^ 
but in Washington, Johnson found 
relief.

Supreme Court? Justice Hugo 
Black dissolved the injunction.

Justice Black said that if fraud 
existed,, it was a criminal: matter 
and could be punished if Stevenson 
charges were brought as such and 
sustained. But,, he ruled, a federal 
district judge had no authority to 
enter the: business of conducting 
elections. *. *'

When advised of Black’s decision, 
Judge Davidson .directedthe? spe-

petition asking that Johnson not be 
- ' ----------- ---------- :_____
venson' went about hie contest in ■ 
the wrong manner.

Commented Stevenson? “The - 
committee just had to find an ex­
cuse for its ruling. They just white­
washed the whole thing." : 
:?A11 the furor didn’t lose any 

local face for the second Duke of ; 
the Decisive Duchy of Duval. In * 
June, 1949, the Commissioners.; 
Court of Duval named George Parr ' 
county: judge.

Tomorrow.—Duval does a neat'-. 
job of handwriting.

Duvsl.Jim
.restoredto

IntTo
;?-di< 
hey expressed? I 
’‘.'ballots; M

____v , :er. do any in-LW 
vestigating; of?. thc^*DuvaI\b'anbts',t4 
ofil948».-,when. -Duval gave’ Johnson A 
,4,622;yotesrand:,Stevenson4(V ,

theballots were, burned by aiDuval -l 
County courthouse janitor on: Oef; W 
19,: 1948.,. . ..

.•Reason-T?l1-TKe-‘s wurie*ai
■ 1918<. when ballots;: were-^ torn-up'
■ during the Glasscock-Parr contest. A
> Duval'officials said they were get-'
- tirigyready for the general election?:- 
• and' ,had . to clean out the-ballot J 

~ .boxes. :, o - - ;
was proven Or disproven/ wouid'be The Senate investigation fizzled, 
disaster. . t And a rules’committee dismissed a \

-■ ’* * ■ ------------------ --

seated. . The committee said Ste-

office to?mail, a? report/to the Sec­
retary of State of Zapata’s "vote, 
their left? for 'Laredo? The four 
precinct records were left on Judge

, Brayo’s desk^f^
UJudge Bravo; - as a witness,’was

■ asked, whatkhe..’did with.- the - re-

-' "I left: them- there, on my desk,’’ 
he testified, “instead of . putting 
them.* back .invthe ?file Isleftjthem 
bn my, desk,., and, they'remained 
there for, quite. a, few days.. I'd 
say .they .remained, there for four 
or five days, anyway, or a week or 
two." ■ •

When Judge Bravo finally put 
the returns in his filing cabinet, 
he testified, all four envelopes were
Lueie.

After reading about testimony in 
Fort Worth before Judge Davidson, 
when the inquiry was ordered, 
Judge Bravo. said “I felt like I 
should check up." He said “some 
of our Republican residents from

out that Caph Frank.Hamerf 
mer Texas . Ranger^andi’a^s 
Texas Ranger and af friend o 
venson’s; ; had visited Jim * 
County after the. elect! on.'Thi 
an attempt, ' it - was implie 
frighfen residents infoimakm 
tain-.statementsLWM"^"*’ "

Meanwhile; hearir 
i Duval and Zapati ' 
southwest oFDuys

1 four precincts on election . night 
All..;went to County Judge,Bravo.

■ -It:; was \ not, untni, Sept* ;2 . when .r - , , j. . ,

Ernesto Beriavides^whqc - 
precinct election,; judge Ira. 
revealed? that his.copy of fhi 
tion records had disappears

Q.‘—Did you; keep a cop J 
returns, and poll lists; anc 

' sheets for yourself? [ 
i A.—Yes, .I keep one, but! I 
;at the-schoolhouse; and tndn 

L couldn’t find it.^?,-’ fl
Q.—It? disappeared? will 

' A.—Yes, sir. * f. ff*

copies of vote returns frrim Pre­
cinct^ 3'disappeared. • tj

Miss Elia Gonzales off Topenb; 
who was presiding judge of Zapata’s 
Precinct 3 during the primary elec­

tion. said she made out the three 
Action forms and took all records 
^County Judge- mAb! Bravo, 
’^ced if- she didn’t keep one- copy, 

Required by law* for . twelve 
briths,- Miss Gonzales said.? she 
ytildn't remember;.':’ Her’ testimony 
dicated that she gave all bf the 
.cords^-all three copies—to* the 
jUnty^.judge on election? night. * 
./Under the law, one copy is sup- 
jsed' to be delivered after the

-chairman....- WMWWWMi
S Mrs- Josefa. Gutierrez^ ,who. was 

.jZapata County’s Democratic chair- 
was man,-said-nn returns-were delivered 

> rto' to her. from < any of the<?-.county’s

counting to the county Dembcratie here - were "up*-Iri 'Forf’Worth tei 
chairman.,:*.. •• - * fying.’’ . .. ‘:v

- 8Li^30metlurix about what yt lmpounc 
votes . there^were^inr- some . pre- 
cincts,"Mudge Bravo?continued. “I 
don’tlremember<:?which, so^I -went 
and "checked* iCahd fpund ?that No.
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inee.’ 'And-apparently .the write-in 
campaign .‘was not;; talked ' about 
very -much • befbr A election day..

The intended victim: of the sur­
prise maneuver was District*;Judge 
Sam . CL Reama;Of . Falfurrias.>DuvaI 
County votes gave the nod to one of ; 
Parr's friends^StaWRepresentative 
A. J...Vale of Rio- Gfande City.-
; On the same day Vale was being 

re-elected to the . State - legislature 
from his 6-county- Seventy-Fourth 

. District, which- does not tlinclude 
Duval. .The;-Seventy-ninth Judicial 
District has ‘four counties—two» 
that overlap, Brooks "County,! 
Reams’ home; 'Starr County, Vale's? 
home, and Jim , Wells- and jDuval

• Counties; ’ : '
■ S In.the July primary'Parf didn’t 

object, to Judge* Reams/. The judge
■ was unopposed - for ejection to two 
1 years remaining di a term to which
■ he had been appointed last Decern-....
. 'V See DUVAL, Pige 8, Col.,1

ers, who dominate' the. country, turn 
thumbs down' mi-Abvember on a 
Democratic - nomihee;. for, District 
Judge they had just as overwhelm­
ingly approved a little more ‘/than 
three months before* in. the party 
primary^ * • >

It was the* first time Parr, had 
bucked a^ Democratic; party* nomi­
nee. He; and his father always, had 
been stanch Democrats.—

It was'the' first time,’ too, the 
Latin-American voters showed such 
aptitude hr writing in the name of 
a candidate; against the party nom-

Clia
- . 

____„____ „
a series g on- the poBtiadvhistory of -the 
“Decisive Duchy ' whose neer-
unnkumvus eIecUon».r«turn»»fo» thirty-^yeara 
h^.deen unique W-fexaa.)

ByDAWSONDUNCAN I 
and ALLEN DUCKWORTH■ • . • . ■■ ■ .•*!>. •
The faucet ! of , Parr-controlled 

votes, was turned on?and off ,this 
. yean just: like^ you cMUn 

. in your shower. .
It was . just as. simple ; 

the Duchy of'Duval'for 
cal boss, County Judge George B. 
Parr^HeVis; - the ^second Duke of 

. Duval. His father, the late Sena- 
. - tor, Archie, Parr,-was the first.

Near-unanimous voting has been 
the rule^j^D&Val for more than a 

* . • *< third^LKAMry. But;this year a
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Duval County has had some sud- 

J den switches in political sentiment. 
5 /■ Notable is'the change in voting 

attitude toward such political fig­
ures as Coke . R. Stevenson, Tom 

.. • . Hunter, Ross Sterling* Mrs. Miriam 
A. Ferguson, Allan Shivers and 
James V. Allred. ,,

- : Here'"are-a few samples of yot- 
byyears:. ■ /

-/. £ 1924.—For Governor: Mrs. 'Miriam 
A.. Ferguson l,260i Felgx/D. 
Robertson 5^

1926.—For J Governor: - Mrs.' Miriam kA- L /■ 'A•«''- A . ITavmipnn 1 O1

DW 
sW

leader' ofthe/Latin-American/vot- - 
ers last.. week/sat “ in his -. county .
judge’s51'office-at/ San ''Diego^anc

W DUVAL VOTE SAMPLES .____ -____ .
1938.—For Lieutenant Governor: 

Coke R. Stevenson 2,627, Pierce 
P. Brooks 198. ' ..........

1940.—For Lieutenant Governor:.
. Coke R. Stevenson 3,643* two 

i ' ^'opponents’ combined vote 141. 
1942;—For Governor: Coke. R.. Ste-

' venson 2,836/ five opponents’ 
1;; 3licombined vote 77. .
1944.-7^For- Governor: Coke R.- Stet 
{venson 3,310, all eight c 
j\"f nents’ combined vote. 17.; 
1946.—For Governor: Beaufor 
{^wjester ’4,018/ Homer- P;

60.
DM^FsNs Lieutenant Governor _ 

lan 4 Shivers ?: 4,0ILAMM»
..^P^House 57.
19481—Fori United States. Senator: 
HLyndon- B. Johnson 4,622," Cbke 

R. .Stevenson-40’.
For< Lieutenant Governor 3W- 

k^Elatt-m. Shivers- » 3,793,. • Tur her 
kwalker' 481*7*' ’ S’ * ''
1950.—For Governor:. Caso March 
^E<4;239, Allan: Shivers 108, - all 
*^7“ five other.'- candidates ■’ com- 
/,!:/- bined 3.?3 / 5 -3-

(♦Texas Election; Bureau figures. 
All others from TexasAlm an ac.>■//>

also gave Vale some write-ins; to­
taling, 925 ini Brooks, and Jim Wells*. 
But Vale’s home county was unani- 
mous^for Reams. ''3 1'

Jh* the .four counties, the Duval 
votes swung'the majority to Vale, 
5,664'^/5,250.
I; That set the stage for Duval to 
get a direct rebuff from a top 
state official for the first time in a 
general election and a challenge to 
go into court for an airing..„pf the 
matter.

Blandly, the Duke of Duval re­
mained unperturbed. The startling 
change in heart of Duval voters 
didn’t startle him. - . ;3d/,

“The first time, (in the ' Demo­
cratic primary)., we were for*him 
.(Reams) and the second time we 
were against him,” he said. “That’s 
the only explanation.”

i It was not that simple to Judge 
Reams, who was startled.. •/-.

!| He told The News this week he

X/7—O. -C OIA « kjrOVtjLIlUx «...

Wardlow 1,161; Dan/Moody 28. 
1930.—For Governori^Barfy- Miller

1,473,Rosa / Sterilngt.^DMrs. 
Miriam'A^Ferguson>13;seven

.. . others/combined«2^WWMHI 
Second primary).^Mrs.. Fergu­
son 1,171,: S terling/78..: ...

1932.—Fof! Governor s .Rdss? St erling 
W 1^49^Mrs. -Miriam?A-K Fergu­

son 108.- - -
s'. V.' 1934;—For Governor r-TOm- Hunter

3,253; James V. Allred 107..
7 1936.—For Governor: James V. All-

red 2,579, Tom Hunter 34.

iDUVAL
' / .^Continued from. Page -t 

her by Gov. Allan Shivers. Two
. years ago, Duval County also gave 

Reams the usual lopsided vote 
when he ran for District Attorney;

The general election didn’t fol­
low pattern, though, in Duval.

< No word came from the Duchy of 
Duval of the results for five days 
and fifteen hours. Years ago Duval 
often sent complete, but unofficial, 
election returns to the Texas Elec­
tion Bureau the day of election be­
fore voting time was ended.

On Monday after the Tuesday 
election, Duval County Commission­
ers met on schedule to canvass the 
vote officially. ,

The result: Reams, 43; Vale, 4,739 
write-ins. .. .

Two other neighboring counties

•-Sam G. Reams. ... Duval / 
& didn’t loves-the judge in No-- j 

vember like it did in-July.
. ' - heard some,-rumors about a write- 

in on Sunday night before the Tues­
day election. • The Judge said he 
talked. on Monday with Harr; who 
had been friendly in the- past. -

“He said there./ would-, be no 
write-in,” said. Judge Reams.
_ Reams thought the ' sudden 
change of ’heart by Duval voters 
might be traced "to a hot election 
contest in Jim Wells County. Mr. 
Parr's.friend' lost.” .

The election suit was tried before 
Judge Reams. .. ..

The write-in misfired. \ 
Vale declmed to .accept. . ; 
Secretary of, State .‘John Ben 

Shepperd refused to count the Du? 
val vote, the election board backed 
him up, and Reams' was declared 
elected.
-It was just..another, episode,-to 

Parr. ' •* ’/
.,-The,49-year-old Anglo-American 

eWqlastL weeH/saf? in his... county 

tolcT The News, of- his-political phil­
osophies:- 'that/ keep- the Latin-? 
Americans’/Awelded . into ' a voting 
bloc. !

Furor in/.public, meetings anc 
newspapers' over Duval voting no 
longer bothers, him. He explained!

“You know, when I was a kid 
just starting:put/those things used 
to irritate me. J would read thosp 

.stories and;Want/to rear"up. But 
now I read 'em .just like: a third 
par ty.. ...

He . thinks DuvalCounty - bloc 3 
1 voting helps-his people down therd.

His political, creed is based on help3 
ing his friends. . 4

“Lots'of people? say I am radDl 
cal,” he' theorized. “But. when " I j 
fight for a change it is just to give 
my people.a, say in the govern­
ment/' I: am not; against concen­
trated wealth,, but I do say there 
is a middle road. Lor everyone tc 
travel.

••
“I’ve got money; I’m wealthy by* 

some standards. / But I’m. willing 
to let my money go . tomorrow if a 
change is necessary for thgv,gq6d of 
the people; T ‘ have / always), been ____ _ ---1- ■■■• ■ _________

W N
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thority to throw out Duval re­
turns. .
' Two days later Shepperd pleaded 
for his action not. to, be taken as a 
precedent,- but to spur the. Legisla­
ture on to modernizing’Texas’ elec­
tion laws. . *

And he pointed outT-what he did 
shifted the<burden ta'/Duval Coun­
ty to prove'-its votes were legal.. 
The cour^yest; would, have-to be in 
Travis County, seat of .the Capitol, 
he said.

. "For the^lirst time," he said,/’it 
will enable^he people; of. Texas to 
get this thing-on the; table and get 
a chance tg&take a fair-look at it.”

The time-had'come^Shepperd de- 
clared, tor-challenge the- Duvall sys­
tem. .

“Vacillating,- - turning of heads, 
winking -- and hiding^ behind^. legal 
technicalities by past recipients-and 
future aspirants of; Duval County’s 
gratuities have in ,the .past allowed, 
and will? continue -tdi allow.'.the sit­
uation to go unchallenged?,hi

But.Parr told The News., he has 
.no intention of going into? court 
with a challenge.

“Will Shepperd’s 'action .be ap­
pealed?" he.. was asked. <

“Who would appeal?" -he coun-| 
tered. “What have?we got to ap­
peal for? We voted and-our man 
didn't take it."

Then he explained even if Duval 
won a court order making the state 
count its votes,; Vale had declined 
to take the office. That would 
leave Cover nor Shivers free to do 
nothing and thus let Judge Reams 
stay on the* court until after the 
next general election.

So far as Parr is concerned, it’s 
the end of the tussle over the dis­
trict judgeship for the time being.

Anyway, in his philosophy, things 
in politics seem to go in circles. 
Some now fighting, him, he mused, 
once were ..recipients of Duval 
County help; some of his friends 
now once started, out fighting him.

It’s business as usual—politics 
365 days out of every year—not 
just election years, in the Decisive 
Duchy of-Duval.,

teach^ them for a long time-then 
will vntp "

And Latin-Americans are inclined 
to vote as a bloc because of two 
reasons, in his opinion—race and 
religion.

“They stick together for self­
preservation," he added1. “They,, do 
what we ask only;, to the-extent 
that it is satisfactory to them. "But 
we never ask them to do anything 
that is .not calculated to be ..bene­
ficial for them." K-H

With those philosophies Phrr .was 
outwardly not ruffled .when; Secre­
tary of State Shepperd?’ threw the 
gauntlet at him on the-Vale vote.

Said Shepperd/ at the Election 
Board session:..

“Under the circumstances, I can 
hot conscientiously count the Duval 
County votes in this race (Reams- 
Vale).- -

‘T base my course upon a very 
strong-feeling in my heart that it 
is the right one."
; He cited no law giving him au-

against entrenched power and for. 
the little man.’’.

, Parr haz^a spread of about 65,- 
i000 acresrof# ranch land, he said, 
mainly in Webb and La Salle Coun­
ties, with...some of it in Duval 

j County. It; is dotted with oil and 8 
gas. wells?? .He is president of two 
oartks and' has other- business in­
terests- . But,he takes littie credit 
for earning his wealth.

“I didn't ..get it-because I was 
smarter than -somebody else,” he 
explained.* had; luck getting--the 
start and^r you: know, money.makes 
mo"ey-”v ■
• Parr keeps ai^ear tuned-to the 
future-; for. changes he "thinks his 
people. wanti-One Rio GranderVal- 
ley political, poorer lost .out because 
He failed; to takeM newcomers who 
came . so . fast .they, soon outnum-. 
bered / the>»xddtimers in - another 
county, he. recalled. ‘ f 

p'.' “Wetook note-of that" Parr ex- 
I plained? Incline -with, that; he -has 
! given veterans; a big. role in-the of­
ficial . Three of. the .-jfour
Duval Coimty^commissioners, 'the 
district* clerk/f al^’of ’ the • sheriff’s 
deputies and many' other employees 
are veterans.;, -•>- ... .

Predominantly^ too, they are 
Latin-Americans?

. When ' criticism of bloc? voting 
comes along-Patfr shrugs his shoul­
ders, smiles$£jyryly and reasons 
thusly:

i "They giver us unshirted hell. But 
ithey forget^we? had 2,000 boys in 
the service. That is about the high­
est average; for any county.

“They talk about democracy and 
say we vote against democracy by 

J voting as a/.unit.,
“The only-reason we vote as a 

unit is because the voters have got­
ten so used tn the proposition that 
it is for their: own benefit. , . -

“We have taught them that in 
unity there is strength.”

In that wayj he explained, "here 
in Duval County we have no dis­
crimination, no segregation, no in­
timidation.of the Latin-Americans.”

Parr is proud -of the way Du­
val Countys turns-out the vote. -

He estimated,?the county this 
year has 5,400 Jpbll tax votes plus 
about the state- average of exempt 
first votersKand over-age voters, 

- making a. total of around 6,500..
In his memory, the biggest, turn­

out was in; this year’s general elec­
tion, when?4J82 voted in the-dis­
trict judgeship race. Next highest 
were the 4,662 votes’ cast- in < the 
senatorial irace, two years ago.

“It’s politics 365 days of the year, 
and every year—-not just election 
year—with us,’’- he explained.

Through kindness, friendship, aid 
when they ar'erin- trouble and per­
sonal contact? the Latin-Americans 
want to vote'-for their friends,. Parr 
said.

“We pass ttiifejWord along who are 
our friends,"ihe explained. "Friends 
vote-for-friends. N^ver was a vote 
coerced here." X ’

He added: . ii
“Voting comes .Tom long train­

ing. We teach fjhem- that it is 
their duty to vote in every election. 
It takes a long time, but if you


