
elected by lawyers-in that congres­
sional district to fill a 2-year un­
expired term.

PU
9 S

to the United States Attorney Gen-'' '
srsj. .... M ... • >

-the president and vice-president X - -W
serve 1-year terms. •’ . . » • - 7 >M

Chosen on the board of directors 
for 3-year terms were C. M. Ken- -/ 
nedy of Texarkana, John P. Blair '
of Beaumont, Earl Roberts of ' <
Longview, Floyd Enlow of Angle- 
ton, Albert M. Walker of San Mar- 
oos, Virgil T. Seaberry of East- - -§M
land and W. F. Nowlin of San An- * ^W. ? :
tonio. .7-. -

One-third of the 21-member board ' ■
is elected each year. ■ ..

George P. Morrill of Beeville was - J GLENN turmfr elected hv --------- ___  ' UI"CNN IUKNER

flection or J. Ulenn'Turner of 
Dallas and Everbtt L. Looney of 
Austin as president and vice presi- 
dent, respectively, of the State Bar 
of Texas in a statewide election just 
completed among the 11,000 lawyers 
of Texas was announced here 
Thursday, by Cecil E. Burney, cur­
rent president of the organization.

Turner and Looney, now serving 
as directors, will begih one-year 
terms in their new offices at the 
close of the 1952 State Bar con­
vention in Houston on July 5.
, Also elected for three-year terms 
were- seven directors, each repre­
senting the lawyers of one of "the 
state s Congressional districts. They 
arer C._M. Kennedy of Texarkana, 
first district;- John P. Blair, Beau­
mont, second district; Earl Roberts, 
Longview; third district; Floyd 
Enlow, Angleton, ninth district; A1-' 
bert M. Walker, San Marcos, .10th 
district; Virgil T. Seaberry, ■ East­
land, 17th district; and W. F. Now­
lin, San- Antonio,.20th district.

George P. Morrill of Beeville was 
chosen by attorneys of the 14th 
Congressional District to fill out the 

•remaining two years of the term 
started by director Francis T. Mor­
rill, who is resigning his position...

« Looney, new vice president, began 
f his law practice in his home city of 

Ennis, following his graduation from 
the School of Law at the Uni ver si ty 
of Texas. He served as Ennis city 
attorney during 1923 to 1930. During 
1931 and. 1932, Looney was an as­
sistant attorney general under 
James V. Allred, and in 1940 served 
as a . special assistant US attorney 
general,. He has practiced law in 
Austin since 1933, and has repre­
sented 10th Congressional District 
lawyers as State Bar director since 
1949. ' - -----

fn, r a ixz*iv----  . ROBERT G. STOREYa,599* for C. A. Williams of. CfiiL-i------- ---------- —----- --------- -

> -ryjw,
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Dallas Will Have
2T» T» ■ 1 gPar Presidents

■ " ■ X- - - - - --- -- , - ... .. .

Dallas- attorneys will head both 
the state and national ,bar associa­
tions *this year.;y. , '

This unique "situation developed 
Thursday when J. Glenn Turner 
was announced as the new presi­
dent of the State Bar of Texas. .

Last February, the House of Del­
egates of the. American Bar Asso­
ciation nominated Robert G. Storey 
for national president.

Turner is senior partner in the 
firm - of Turner, Atwood, White, 
McLane and Francis. He won a 
mail ballot among lawyers, getting 
3,495 votes to: 2,719 for Homa S. 
Hill of. Fort Worth, the Austin 
Bureau of The News reported.

Turner will assume the presi­
dency July 5 after the state con­
vention in Houston. He will suc­
ceed Cecil E. Burneyl of Corpus 
Christi./ .;»...

The Dallas man began practice 
of law in Cooper, Delta County, 
and became active in the bar group 
after moving to Dallas. In 1939, he 
was president of the Dallas bar— 
the year the ABA cite the Dallas 
organization as the outstanding one 
in the nation.. ■ 5, , /

Storey’s nomination by the House 
of Delegates virtually assured his 
election, scheduled during the 
ABA’s annual meeting in San Fran­
cisco, Calif., in September. :':7

He is senior partner of the firm 
of Storey, Armstrong and Steger 
and is dean of the Southern Meth­
odist University School of Law. ' 

Texas lawyers elected Everett 
Looney of Austin to be vice-presi­
dent of the Star Bar, succeeding 
HilL Looney polled 3,308 votes to

dress and 1.218 for Traylor Russell 
of Mount Pleasant;’

Both Turner and Looney now are 
directors of the State Bar.

Looney went to Austin from En­
nis, where he was city attorney. 
He was an Assistant Attorney. Gen­
eral of Texas and a special assistant)
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diction over the bus company sta­
tion locations in cities. '

“I can not interfere in any situa­
tion which a city administration 
described as a traffic hazard,” he 
said. ■ $ ■...

Bell said the request to move 
the station was approved by the 
commission on the recommendation 
of the Union Bus Lines and a letter 
from the mayor and city council of. 
San Diego saying Serna’s Drugstore 
location created a traffic hazard.

Serna countered that any action 
by the city council was at the 
directions of Parr. ,-S • Sj

He also said in his petition'he 
could “prove that political pres­
sure is put upon Union Bus Lines, 
Inc., and that they were forced 
to make application to move -said 
station against their best judgment 
for the reason that the station was 
located in the same place for eight­
een years and- there was never a 
single accident or complaint prior 
to the political activity in Duval 
County.”

By DAWSON DUNCAN 
New« Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO, Texas, June 3.—A 
bus depbt location change here was 
pitched.. into the heated Duval 
County political fight. Tuesday as 
qvidence of economic intimidation.

The charge was made by a politi­
cal foe of George B; Parr, sheriff1 
and political, power of Duval 
County. It. was* by Donato Serna, 
candidate for 'county judge on the 1 
anti-Parr Freedom,party, slate.

The bus - depot location ' was ' 
moved from Serna’s drugstore to a 
filling station. : ,

Serna prepared’ an affidavit to 
the Railroad Commission asking for 
a hearing on the location change . 
in which he charged the depot was 
moved on order of Parr, who had 
made threats to do so because Ser­
na had announced for county judge 
against Parr’s fostered candidate.

Serna said he considered the 
series of -transactions which led to 
the change as evidence of economic 
intimidation that has been inflicted 
on foes of Parr.- '.---- - 7 ,

For the first time in forty years, 
Parr’s political control of. Duval 
County is being challenged in .the 
Democratic party primary.-1 ■ -

His foes organized the Freedom 
party and named, a full slate of 
candidates for-political office. Un­
like past years, when there was 
only one ticket, Freedom ? party 
candidates are openly campaigning.

Placards advertising, their opposi­
tion to Parr appear in public.

Serna asked the Railroad Com­
mission to back up. on its approval 
of the depot location change. - y-'x'

His petition contended that on 
May 23 he and Hugo Ibanez, an­
other Freedom party worker, pro­
tested the proposed change to Rail­
road Commissioners W. J. Murray 
Jr. and Ernest O. Thompson and 
Bryan Bell, director of the com­
mission’s motor transportation di­
vision.

Serna averred he told the com­
missioners the depot was being 
moved “at the direction of George 
B. Parr, sheriff of Duval County 
and the political leader of Duval 
County.’*-

He also stated “that George B. 
Parr had made threats that he was 
going to cause said station to be 
moved because petitioner (Serna) 
had announced for office of county 
judge against the candidate fos­
tered by George B.-Parr.” ■

Serna said he was told that when 
the application of Union Bus Lines, 
Inc., was received it would be set 
for hearing when the docket was 
called June 3. ■

But he received notice that the 
request had been granted, without 
a hearing, on May 28. He wants 
the commission to set aside the 
order and grant a hearing.

He averred that a general order 
of the commission requires a bus 
company to show public conven­
ience before it changes a depot.

Serna said in his petition he is 
prepared to prove “that George B. 
Parr has stated that said bus sta­
tion was being moved not for the

benefit of the public, but in order 
to inflict punishment upon the 
petitioner by reason of the fact he 
has exercised his civil right to be 
a candidate for county judge in op­
position to George B. Parr’s candi­
date.” 7 ■ \ •" x
s,He also alleged the San Diego 

City Council approved a request to 
change the location at the direc­
tion, of Parr and that the railroad 
commission was 4 permitting “po­
litical pressure to operate in Duval 
Gounty without giving the injured 
parties any hearing or considera­
tion whatever,” - > . • •
^Commissioner Thompson said in 

Austin there was some question of 
vjhether the commission had juris-

Part I The Dallas Morning News Wednesday, June 4, 1952
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Elects Turner,

Turner and Looney- will take office July 5 Williams of Childress. Russell is 
OA/ixrj £>z^xv vrriviuw “• M1'-*1** *“\‘'v\.''‘ ., . .. cfnjB pQr A icnrintian’s rm- currently chairman of the group’sDallas, left, and Everett L. Looney of Austin y / at the close of the State Bar Associaten s an........................... • - ------
are incoming president and vice president, re-', ,-nual convention, irf Houston. Hex e they ds 

plans forthe proposed $150,000 State Bar
^Building to be erected Ut 15th and Colorado

, board of directors, and Williams 
held the same position during the 
year ending June 30, 1951.

The State Bar president-elect hast 
been a member of the Dalia* bar 
since' 1932, but formerly practiced 
in Cooper, Texas, serving as county 
attorney of Delta County for,a time. 
Active in Bar-work for a number of 
years, he was president of the Dal­
las Bar Association'in 1939. A for­
mer delegate to the American Bar 
Association’s house of delegates and 
sometime chairman of that organi­
zation’s committee on local Bar ac­
tivities, Turner has represented the 
5th congressional district on the 
State Bar board of directors since 

| 1948. ..
LOONEY BEGAN HIS law prac­

tice in Ennis, Texas, and was city 
attorney there during 1923-30. Dur­
ing 1931-32 Looney was an assistant 
Attorney General under 'James V. 
Allred,' and in 1940 served as a 
special assistant U. S. Attorney 
General, He has practiced in Aus­
tin since 1933, and has represented 
10th congressional district lawyers 
as State Bar director since 1949.'

One-third of the members of the 
State Bar board of directors retire 
each year. Among those whose 
terms expire during-the July <xon- 

• vention are board chairman Tray­
lor Russell, Mount Pleasant; T. O. 
Davis, Center; W. Dewey Lawrence, 

: Tyler; Richard Henderson, Victoria; 
i Everett L...Looney, Austin; R.- C. 
Grisham, Abilene; and Chas. W. 
Duke, San Antonio. They will be 
replaced by the newly elected di­
rectors announced by Bar president 
Cecil E. Burney. The terms of Bur­
ney and of vice-president Homa S.

I Hill will also end at the convention.

STATE BAR OFFICERS—J. Glenn Turner of 
Ldllcia, XCXl, OllIX xuvtx^vv J-I, y------ —
are incoming president and vice president, re- ', 
spectively, of the- Texas State Bar Associa-

I tion. Both are now directors of their districts.;
I_______ ■ ■ . - -------- -—

■Mi sent serving as vice-president of 
> the State Bar. Other candidates 

opposing Looney for vice-president 
during 1952-53 were Traylor Rus­
sell of Mount Pleasant and Or-A.

Looney Chiefs
J. Glenn Turner, Dallas attorney, 

has been elected president of the 
State Bar of Texas in a statewide 
election just completed among the 
11,000 lawyers of the state. Austin 
attorney Everett L. Looney was 
chosen .vice-president. . ~ ■ 
. Both Turner, and; Looney are 

currently serving as members of the 
organization’s board of directors, 
and will,begin one-year terms in 
•their new offices at the close of the 
1952 ? State : Bar / convention in 
Houston on July 5th. Results:pf the 
balloting-were -announced • by/cur- 
rent president Cecil E. Burney, 
Corpus Christi. . *H--.sii - - ch 
K ALSO ELECTED, BUT for three 
year terms,- were seven * members 
of the State Bar board of directors, 
each ^representing the lawyers of 
one of the state’s congressional dist­
ricts. These'include C. M. Kennedy, 
Texarkana (1st Congressional Dist­
rict); John P. Blair, Beaumont (2nd 
District); Earl Roberts, Longview 
(3rd District); Floyd Enlow, Angle­
ton (9th District); Albert M. Wai- 
ker, San Marcos* (10th District); 
Virgil T. Seaberry, Eastland (17th 
District); and W. F. Nowlin, San 
Antonio (20th District)^

George P. Morrill, Beeville, was 
chosen by attorneys of the 14th 
congressional district to fill out the 
remaining two years of the term 
startecTby director Francis T. Mor­
rill, who is resigning his position.

Turner’s opponent in the presi­
dential race was Fort Worth attor­
ney Homa S. Hill, who is at pre-
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Ikeiauver Stresses California 
Win Despite Tidelands Stand
n" 1,7*T'rE'T> ** TTnn'7*’'*w -Mr.'Truman has-announced he will 

remain neutral and5 that he. ex­
pected him to stay that way..

The President has stated he will 
back the Democratic nominee, no 
matter who he is. Mr.: Truman has 
expressed no enthusiasm for Ke- 
fauver, however, and charges have 
been made he is interested in a 
stop-Kefauver campaign.

The Tennesseean picked up sev­
erity-six convention votes in Tues^ 
day’s primaries—sixty-eight in Cal­
ifornia and eight in South, Dakota. 

4 “I feel that I am going; to- have 
a great'deal more dole-—' ~ 
first ballot than 
I expect to

By WALTER C. HORN ABAY 
Washington Bureau of Tho News

WASHINGTON, V June 5. — Sen. 
Estes Kefauver of Tennessee 
has pointed out that, he carried 
the California Democratic presiden­
tial primary after-telling voters he 
opposed returning the tidelands to 
the states.'

Kefauver told a news conference 
that he had frankly stated in Cali­
fornia/- he ' would - vote tosustain 
President - ( Truman’s ■* veto " of the 
tidelands bill. < v <

California, along with'Texas and 
Louisiana,.lost its-offshore-area by 
a Supreme Court decision,- and the 
issue is a hot one there; ",

Kefauver claimed that" his-vic­
tories in California arid South Da­
kota were fresh evidence of a na­
tional ground swell for his candi­
dacy. He said he will go into the 
convention with almost 300 votes.

Southern states will vote for him, 
in spite of his statement that he 
will support a Fair Employment 
Practices plank if it is placed in the 
party platform, Kefauver; stated. 
His candidacy .would unit the South, 
he declared.

Kefauver disclosed that he will 
confer with President Truman 
Thursday on the Democratic presi­
dential contest.

“We will, discuss what I have 
been finding in the campaigns 
throughout the country,” the Ten­
nessee Senator said.

To a question whether he would 
ask the President to support him 
for the nomination, Kefauver said

^Dallas news
State.Voters ■
Estimated at
21/2 Million

June 6, 1952' « <
Austin Bureau of THs News;' ' 

AUSTIN, .Texas, June 5.—Poll 
tax payments; total 2,081,499 in 
Texas this year, State Comptroller 
Robert S» .Calvert reported.: Thurs­
day. . . 1 ?:■ . - ■■■■■-«- ■

Counties also- issued 256,762 vot­
ing exemptions, but . this does not 
include, all;who are entitled-to vote 
without-paying the .tax. J

Calvert estimates the state’s vot­
ing strength at more than 2,500,000, 
an all-time ' record. .The previous 
high was 2,250,333 eligible in'1948 
—when41,231,881-persons actually 
voted... . . .. .

Added.to-the poll tax and exemp­
tion-holders will be persons over 
sixty years old living outside cities 
of. 10,000 population. ThOy do not 
need'to get an exemption every 
year, as do persons over sixty with­
in the cities.

Persons > becoming twerily-one 
years old and new residents can 
get an exemption up to thirty days 
before the election. Newcomers 
must have lived in the state a year 
and in the-county for six months.

Poll tax payments range this 
year- from seventy-five in Loving 
County, West Texas, to 271,150 in 
Harris County. ,

Dallas^pounty,. reported 180,050 
poll taxes paid by Jan. 31 this year. 
Another 34,766 persons got exemp- 
tions'. ■ i:. ...

Beck^orffi To Have 
Personal Campaign

alongSth7ske£a of Hous?on^^ 
tire unriPrU'e of camPaign.literaJ 
iure under his arms.//,-. >■ -A

nnnfhb°Un^d- from one Passerby to’ 
another,, shaking hands and handing 
out a campaign pamphlet. . >■ / 

Congressman Lindley Beckworth of Gladewater, is the 
ype of campaign he will continue 

to wage throughout Texas for the 
Umted States Senate •jA,. ...

>I?le ^’Year-old ’ranking Demo­
crate on the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee hit 
Houston on the run,after sneaking 
FreSf 'in ^nahu^c^ tumble and 

eeport. . . : t
anLh*'4 no;campaign manager 

ywhere and probably won’t” 
"M?SeSSma? - Bue c k w 0 r th said. 
Mine is not a big money spending' 

race such^as 'fhe people have seen 
run in Texas so Meh I go out and 
see the people myself”

speeches Zor him, outside ok him-
' ' .... M.,

Dallas News—-----\
S7,5oo,ooaoii 
Trade Pending

June ,1 b, ,1952 V
. FORT WORTH,’Texas, June 5—! 
(AP) — E.Z H. Robertson, Fort] 
Worth, has contracted to ‘sell cer­
tain properties formerly owned by 
Anton Qil Corporation, also of Fort 
Worth, to >.the newly-formed Texas 
General . /.Production Company, 
Houston.-.

Robeptson, who acquired 100 per 
lent of?the stock of Anton, which 
le is liquidating, contracted to sell 
ijs 21.6Gper cent interest in the 
Triton-Irish. Clearfork unit of 
Southeast Hale and Southwest
Lamb Counties to the Houston con­
cern for $7,500,000. A deposit of 
$250,000 has been made by Texast 
General. u.t-y--'-' - -

In addition to the interest in the 
unit, Robertson also contracted to 
sell undeveloped acreage in the 
Anton-Irish area.

Robertson’s -transaction with the 
.Houston company is scheduled to 
| be consumated on June 28.
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Industry-W ide Bargaining
Wa»hington Bureau of The New«y> b ft employers, with a special exemption

WASHINGTON, ? June ■ 5.—Rep. 
Wingate Lucas of Grapevine Thurs­
day called on Congress to ban in­
dustry-wide collective bargaining. $

Lucas, in introducing a bill' pro­
hibiting this type of management­
labor contracts, said he is convinced 
the practice “is' the basic- cause of 
continuing labor-management con- 
troversyZ’.^Viv-’i■?'{>•

The Lucas bill would: ;\ M
1. Prevent? the, National f Labor 

Relations Board from certifying a 
common bargaining representative 
forjhe employees:,of competing

for small, businessmen in the'same 
metropolitan area. ...j/-

2. Make it an unfair labor prac­
tice »' for employers to engage in 
monopolistic lockouts, or for labor 
to engage in monopolistic" strikes. 
The bill defines them as concerted 
interference with, employment; or 
an employer’s operation in accord­
ance with, a common plan of action 
by two or more competing employ­
ers, or by the employees of two or 
more competing employers, unless 
there is a certified common bar- 
gaining agent. < i; t <

3. Enforcement would be left to
the NLRB subject to the procedures 
now in the Taft-Hartley Act for 
dealing with secondary boycotts/;
. 4. A grace period is provided for 
both management and labor to 
adapt themselves to the new Taw.

Lucas reminded the House a pro­
vision similar to his proposal failed 
in the Senate in 1947 by one vote, 
after being adopted by the House.

“Had this provision been enacted, 
no one can fail to realize, that, none 
of our recent strikes in basic indus­
tries would have been possible,” 
said Lucas. “As it is now, we are in 
the middle of the second steel strike 
within a month, a serious oil strike 
has only recently come to an end, 
and it is common knowledge that 
the master of all the coal miners is, 
patiently waiting the outcome of 
the steel strike to go the steel 
workers one better.”' ? j

Lucas warned, his proposed leg-/ 
islation won’t get much outside sup­
port, even from many industries.-

“Major industrial organizations 
are on record against industry-wide 
.bargaining, but spokesmen for some 
'industries; have been captured by 
industry-wide bargaining/’1 Lucas 
said. “Their jobs depend, to a large 

(extent on its continuation.” ,
Lucas also predicted the- “same 

short-sighted individuals" who op- 
I posed his bill last year dealing with 
the Wage Stabilization Board “will 
attempt to exert their influence.”

The Lucas bill of 1951 required 
that a majority of the members of 
the WSB must be public members, 
and that the board appointees must 
be confirmed by the Senate., His 
proposal was not adopted. •> . ? J

F
kejm

Flouts Law
• June 6^? I9HS riw*
WASHINGTON; Juns, L (API;-- 

Rep. John J^ Rooney • ■(Dem.) of 
New York Thursday .accused Gov. 
Allan Shivers, of exploiting cheap 
farm labor from' Mexico, but. the 
Texas? Governor said the accusa­
tion was part of. a “Washington 
smear?” campaign.”’ Al „■/

Rooney named Shivers as oheof 
the'farm ^operators who have used 
illegal aliens on their farms while 
the House- was ; debating 'on an 
appropriation bill including $1,390,- 
000 for. enforcement of immigra­
tion laws. ; ? / ? /

The New Yorker, told of his ob­
servations of ‘the'Mexican labor 
situation in the Rio Grande Val­
ley . last April. . ••> v// ..

"Allan? Shivers," Governor of 
Texas, has large holdings near the 
Rio Grande and through his em­
ployees has consistently worked il­
legal aliens.. .

“He, too, has shown a disre­
gard for the immigration laws.

..‘“Illegal aliens have been apJ 
prehended on his property weekly! 
and it is impossible to believe that 
Governor Shivers could be ignorant 
of these conditions/’? Rooney said.

In Austin, Shivers.-said, he had 
never heard of Rooney.
. “This is-all part, of a Washing? 
ton", smear: campaign. .. It. has a 
branch in Texas. Which Is4 active 
also,”^hd•said.'-' . -\ n

-He , did not elaborate..,■ - 7'
Rooney said he had the names of 

numerous - Texans who have ■ been 
employing illegal alien labor.

j “Among the ' most flagrant • of­
fenders;” he said,f‘are: the Schuster 
brothers, Carl and. Frank, who 
have large farms, located along the 
river south of\Pharr, and San 
Juan, "Texas.” . . . .

He also named “the Xremnuel- 
ler brothers, Fred and Max,” whom 
he said are '. relatives of ths 
Schusters and'who have a near­
by ■ farm, which ’■ they “operate in 
the same manner.” < /



Prowse pointed ou that Duval 
County is ' now divorced from 
Nueces County in the senatorial dis­
trict^ just as it is in four, repre­
sentative districts which Nueces 
County gained in redistricting. Nor 
is ..there any-o verlap with either 
Jim Wells or Duval Counties and 

' Nueces County in district courts, 
• Prowse- noted.

Shireman came; back with^ his 
long-standing, charger .

"Parr supported Prowse for coun- 
ty judge in 1946;. Parr supported 
Mariott for city commissioner in 
1945- and for the state school hoard 
Lt. 1949." .
K Mariott already has issued, a dis­
claimer; or any. connection with 
Parr. . - j 
fj" “I dont’- think the Parr influence 
will-have any force or effect, real­
izing my opponent has his support,’ 
said Mariot; ‘*1 have not solicited 
nor do-I expect Parr support."

Mariott will make school legisla­
tion a major plank in his platform 
He is pointing up his service or 
the State School Board and work­
ing closely with local school offi­
cials, from' whom he expects to 
draw strong support.

"I am stressing economy in gov­
ernment,” he said, “but not at the 
expense of our schools. I am point­
ing out there is now more demand 
on our schools than ever before 
in history." .

He insisted the school program 
should have first priority in the 
legislature’s work.

Shiireman has a strong economy 
plank in his platform, too, along 
with pitching his campaigning “on 
the assumption that the people are 
sick and tired of the evidence of 
graft and corruption which is being 
published in,the papers and want 
to change from 'professional poli­
ticians to some new faces.” , •

Since Shireman made that cam­
paign statement the Nueces Coun­
ty grand jury indicted. the; Corpus 
Christi mayor on a charge of ac­
cepting bribes and. also four busi­
ness men accused of giving . the 
mayor bribes on city business mat- 
ters;>,.-;^;,. : . ■

"I do not belong to any political 
machine or other organized politi­
cal clique,” Shireman said, "and I 
expect to have the support only of 
the people who know me and those 
who want honest, straight-forward 
dealing in legislative affairs* ; ■

Drowse, state president of the 
County Judges and Commissioners 
Association, is stressing, his favor 
for an over-all program for high­
ways and roads, co-operation of 
cities and counties with the State 
Hospital Board for a program to 
solve hospital needs of Texas and 
strong local self-government with 
local units wbrking with the state 
on major problems.

All three are veterans of military 
service in World War II.
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Parr Is Issued 

In Race for
state senate §

, j;. - t-,‘ J,
By DAWSON DUNCAN- K-1

. ■ New* Staff Writer M AH
CORPUS CHRISTI; Texas, / June 

5.—A 3-way race for the new State 
Senate seat given .four counties on 
the Gulf of Mexico showed signs 
Thursday of developing into a right 
tart* affair? before voting days.- ,;

All three candidates, for the new 
Twentieth District place are hit­
ting the road to shake the hands 
of voters and / try t6 'rwoo . their 
votes. '
- All three ?i are from Corpus 
Christi in the northern end of the 
district, and all, three, are lawyers.

They are County Judge George 
Prowse, 36;. William ■ H.; Shireman, 
44, and Neal Mariott, 40, a member 
of the State Board of Education.

Besides Nueces County, the dis­
trict stretches southward down the 
Gulf of Mexico to include Kleberg, 
Kenedy and Willacy Counties. The 
emphasis will be on Nueces County 
voters, however, for they vastly 
outnumber- those who live in the 
lower counties. WC.'’.!s? ;

The George B. Parr political in­
fluence in Southwest Texas already 
has been raised as one issue in the 
race. Campaign planners intend to 
try to keep it. before the public.

But it will be in just the reverse 
of what it has been in past years.

One or two of the candidates will 
try to put the tag of Parr friend­
ship on the other. They will do 
so because: they believe Parr’s vote­
pulling power in Nueces Comity 
has diminished so much that, his 
friendship or support is s. handi­
cap rather than , a help.

Shireman raised the issue-when 
he announced: -
i “I am,” he said,, "the only candi­
date in the'race who has not had 
past connections with George Parr, 
the political boss of Duval County.’’, 

It will be a renewal of an * old .
fight on the- same issue1;, between. , 
Shireman and Prowse. <{' 

They battled it out six years ago.
Prowse won, getting elected coun­
ty judge over Shireman. -7'

Prowse wi|l make his 5%-year 1 
record as county judge a main plat­
form plank. '

"The people can look and see 
there is not a single instance of 
Geroge Parr influence in that rec- ' 
ord,” he said.

He will seek to minimize the’in- , 
fluence, if any, that Parr now ex- ' 
erts in the new senatorial district. 
The old district included Duval ' 
County, where Parr is battling to 
save the last stronghold of his-old1, 
political empire. < j'

‘Prowse was born in Alice, in ad­
joining Jim Wells County, and re­
ceived his law degree from the 
University of Texas.

Shireman came to Corpus Chris­
ti in 1934.to practice law after his 
graduation from the University of 
Alabama. ? .»• \ ’

Mariott/received his/law degree 
from the.-University of Oklahoma, 
and came to Corpus Christi in 1939;

Darnel Campaigns 
In El Paso Area

■■
Austin Bureau of The New* . ,

AUSTIN, Texas, June 5.—Atty. 
Gen. Price Daniel is campaigning 
for the United States Senate this 
week end at El Paso.

The candidate will confer with 
supporters Friday morning. He will 
speak to the Rotary Club at noon 
and to a Presbyterian men’s meet­
ing Friday night.

On Saturday, Daniel will addr ess 
the state convention of Disabled 
American Veterans. .
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TEXAS PRISON SYSTEM

HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

June 5, 1952

Lieutenant Governor Ben Ramsey
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas

Dear Mr. Ramsey:

I have been told that you would like to have a report on the 
suicide of Sam Smithwick. Following is a summary of the case:

Smithwick entered the Prison System on December 12, 1950 with a 
life sentence from Bell County for the murder in Alice of a radio 
commentator by the name of Bill Mason.

Because Smithwick was a peace officer, he was what we call a "hot" 
prisoner from the day he entered the front gate. I would like to 
clarify this statement by stating that in this respect Smithwick 
was no different from other peace officers who have done and are 
doing time in Prison. There is what you might term a code among 
convicts — they deal pretty roughly with peace officers in prison. 
We have a former sheriff in prison at the present time who has 
actually never been inside the Walls at Huntsville. He is now 
being housed on the outside of the enclosure at one of the farms.

Because of the general attitude which exists among the inmates, 
Smithwick was handled very carefully from the time he entered 
prison. For a long while he stayed on a first-offender Negro farm 
at Brazoria, Texas where he was kept isolated at all times. He 
was returned to Huntsville at the request of the warden because the 
warden feared that something might happen to him, and also because 
of the fact that he knew there were better facilities at Huntsville.

On his return to Huntsville, Smithwick was locked in an individual 
cell where his meals were brought to him. He never left his cell 
except for barber work, and when he went to the barber shop he was 
always accompanied by a guard.

Smithwick committed suicide by hanging himself in his cell on the 
night of April 15. About three weeks before he committed suicide 
he wrote a letter to Coke Stevenson saying that he could produce the



Lieutenant Governor Ben Ramsey -2- June 5, 1952

missing polling lists which were responsible for Stevenson’s defeat. 
As I understand it, Stevenson turned this letter over to the DALLAS 
NEWS. Sometime after Smithwick’s death, Dawson Duncan of the DALLAS 
NEWS brought the letter to Huntsville to verify its authenticity. I 
would like to state that I knew nothing of the letter until Dawson 
Duncan brought it to Huntsville. It was mailed through regular 
channels. What should have happened: Smithwick should have been 
told to write Stevenson that he had some valuable information and for 
him to come down and get it. But, because Prison personnel had been 
repeatedly warned about withholding any kind of mail of a legal nature, 
the letter was allowed to be mailed through regular channels.

The HOUSTON PRESS got the idea that Smithwick had been murdered for 
political reasons. In questioning me, I made the statement that 
Smithwick, as all other law enforcing officers, was ’’hot” among the 
inmates. I understand that this statement was twisted to quote me 
as saying, ’’Smithwick was hot because of political implications 
involved”, which is far from the truth.

There is no question in my mind but that Smithwick committed suicide. 
He was a natural suicide case. He was in very poor health — much 
older than his real age. He was very despondent and, because of the 
nature of his crime, he had sense enough to realize that clemency 
was a near-impossibility.

The Texas Rangers have investigated this case and I am sure that 
Colonel Garrison will be glad to furnish you with a copy of their 
report.

Suicides, or deaths in prison from any cause, are always regretable. 
So far as I am concerned, the record in this case is good and we have 
nothing for which to apologize. He was handled with extreme kindness 
at all times and every precaution was taken to protect him from fellow 
inmates. We cannot, however, protect a man from himself.

I shall be glad to furnish you any additional information you might 
desire.

0. B. Ellis, 
GENERAL MANAGER

OBE/gw
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East Texas: Clear 
to partly cloudy. 
Showers tonight.
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Q: ALICE/July 30.—(UP)—Here is the text ok W. H. (Bill) Mason’s last ' 
'radio broadcast/made at 12:30 p.m. Thursday. Twenty-two hours later, 
Deputy Sheriff Sam-Smithwick shot Mason through the heart, and 

: the radioman died shortly afterward. 
F ■ Over KBKI, Alice, Mason reported 
> “I’m going to take the gloves off 
' today in the prostitute situation 

;. and start swinging. Each of you 
\ adults have a vote. Each has in­

fluence among public officials. I 
have been " told by my. friends

t sometimes that- L shouldn't I pick * 
, on huhgry Hubert Sain '(sheriff of 

Jim Wells County)./^- MaybC' I 
shouldn'tr;but?a situation 'exists in 
Alice whicIThe^lorie falmpbsition V 
to stamp* putMWWtzMM 

“Any of you can spend an hour 
'on the south side and see the
suffering and misery which is be-/ 
ing caused by operation of the 
dance hair girls. Dance hall girls' 
who work, many of them on the 
property' of Sam Smithwick,,; a' 
deputy of Hubert Sain’s.
“There . are -nightly violations. of 

the liquor control-law. The officers 
of that state department have 
more to do than watch Jim Wells 

' County all the time. ' '' -F./
“But it is the sworn duty of the 

sheriff to-see-that the state laws - 
are enforced? But'therAonDeputy — 
Smithwick’s property-fever/ night 
the world’s : oldest profession is 
plying Its trade, heaping dollars 
into the pockets of the proprietor 
of the place. - ,-

“I charge here today that Sam 
, Smithwick knows what is going 
1 on. He' is out there all the time
?at night.; I charge that the tax- > W.. H. (BILL) MASON)
payers in Jim Wells County are .■ He probably didn’t know the 
paying wages to a man whois'/gun was loaded. < . .. ....
permitting.:;the- spreading .of vile ■< ---------- ---------------——— -----—

th/j/mo/Alice, 
Homes, endangerlngthe ^vesor-riurj thecollori picking, money 

which should go u/thalamuies oi
i nungry» Hubert Sain, knows about., fhoca monthese things. ' . • these men. -. ..

-I charge him With dereliction at „ I I;har?e.,“m ?"tth permitting 
l duty, malfeasance in- office, with and not lifting a hand to stop?

'{permitting-, the -ingress of 50 girls '(Turn to TEXT, Page 3) ,
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Pkick Out the Sheriff’ ' . ,MA 
\A/I_ X kA C IWhat Mason Said
In Last Broadcast

e f ci - *«Son or Siam Man
_ ....
To Carry on Fight

By JIM CARROLL
■ .Press Staff Writer T-./W1 

Can the tribal politics of 
Southwest Texas excuse the 
murder of such a man as Bill'. '< 
Mason? .. '

That question hung over
the brush., country 'from . Corpus

• Christi to the5 Rio Grande Valley / 
like a-black cloud today.

W. H. (Bill)- Mason, friend of 
the . mighty, high-powered news- 
man and promoter, and maker of 
at . least one “presidente”" was 
gunned; down yesterday by a hot- ••••,; 
headed deputy, sheriff. '• 
v*; The 51-year-old Mr. Mason died , ' 

;trying-to crawl to an oil well supply > 
house porch in the glare of the 5 ' 
broiling brush country sun on a <' 
treeless side street of Alice, oil 
boom town of 24,000, which lies 
44 miles west of Corpus Christi.

In a Strange Place—-- . ' -tz.—.g -  ....... .. .
' Death caught Bill Mason in» a , 
strange-, place—for ; him. He was 
more at home in the plushy com­
fort of the National'Press Club in 
Washington, where he often won or 
lost thousands of dollars in a > 
single night of poker. ' 3'

Or here in Houston, into which 
Bill Mason introduced General Tire < 
& Rubber Co.'s huge 600-man syn­
thetic rubber plant with a flourish - 
of press-agentry still remembered 
by thousands of Houstonians.

"But with thelquirks 'of fate shov- 
ing him along,..BilHUiad left these - 
surroundings after he had. served as 
campaign-..manager' ; for Mexico's ' 
President Aleman.

And that'fate led; him into a 
"cussing^ match with,.the sheriff of 
Jim Wells County, whom. Bill called 'T 
“Hungry Hubert”. Sain in the clever ' 
sarcasms that; he could handle so. 
welL.

• ■ . • Assails ‘Hungry Hubert*

JULY 30,1949 WD ;' Phone

••

•-4^ U

The Weather
Houston: Partly 

cloudy and continued 
warm.
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By JIM CARROLL 
Press Staff Writer

Can the tribal politics of 
Southwest Texas excuse the 
murder of such a man as, Bill 
Mason?5 ' ■

That question hung over 
the brush, country from 7 Corpus 
Christi to the Rio Grande Valley1- 
like a.black cloud today.

W. H. ■ (Bill)" Mason, -friend of 
the ’ mighty, high-powered news­
man and promoter,- and maker of 
at ' least one “presidente” < was 
gunned., down "yesterday . by. a hot­
headed deputy.’sheriff..' ,
- The 61-year-old Mr. Mason. died 
trying^to -crawl -to an oU. well supply; ir?’ ' - ' 
house‘'porch ..in .the glare -of the L 
broiling brush ,, country sun on a 
treeless side, street of Alice, oil 
boom town of 24,000, which lies 
44 miles west of Corpus Christi. -

. - In a Strange Place
Death caught Bill Mason. in, a 

strange- place—for him.,7 Be was 
more at home in the plushy com- • 
fort of the National Press Club in 
Washington, where'he often won or 
lost thousands of dollars, in 7 a < 
single night of poker. ' .

Or here in Houston, into which 
Bill Mason introduced General Tire ; 
& Rubber- Co.’s huge 600-man syn- . 
thetic rubber plant with a ..flourishi 
of press-agentry. still remembered 
by thousands of Houstonians.-. /. ■ !

J But with the,quirks of fate shov- 
ing» him^-along,' BivLhad lef t,.these L > 
surroundings after/he.had served ’as '-'* - 
campaign 7?-manageiy:,':f p r r.Mexico’s ’" ' ' 
President Aleman.r v.
A-And that fate -led>him into -a >■ '• 
“cussing”, match .with the sheriff of 
Jim Wells County, whom.Bill called^"'; J
‘Hungry Hubert”. Lain in the clever 
sarcasm. , that^ he-,could ;handle.’< so \,. 
weii<?7 chtzK EM, X

-- Assails Hungry x Hubert’ - • ^ ' •7
Thursday/ Mason attacked “Hun- 

gry Hubert”: again, over Alice's Ra- A'.'- - 
dio Station' KBKI. t

•rFor the first .time, he told the cit- ;i ... 
Isens that if they wanted to get rid . 
of a sheriff who he said permitted <»yi - 
prostitutes to be brought in whole-^^ j 
sale, that they could do it 'by4m-j'V '■ ' 1 
peachment. < 7.
r H He 1 told the people of Jim Wells f ; '
County' that Deputy Sheriff Bam./y■ -, 
Smithwick owned ““Rancho Allegro” ^ 
just west of Alice on the road t6^<? ' ' 
San Diego, where lives the mighty . 
political boss of that country, George" -' '

•• ■■’■■■'" - 
^ “I have'been threatened over the < 
phone this;. Thursday ■, morning,’’ 
clever'Bill Mason told ’his radio,, 
audiepce with,.a sly “ha ha” in his -'

VMM W -. WH h «. . H Wr WB w 
.... . ." ‘-rv.

‘Kick Out the Sheriff’

Wlist AAoson -
In Last Broadcast

- .7.'................................................................................... :; •
" ALtCE,"July 30.—(UPJ-nHere is the text of w. H. (Bill) Mason’s last/, 

radio broadcast, made at 12:30 p.m. Thursday. Twenty-two hours later, 
Deputy Sheriff Sam-Smithwick shot Mason through the heart, and 
the radioman died shortly-afterward.

I 4 Over KBKI, Alice, Mason reported 
j; “I’m going to take the gloves off / 

, today in the prostitute situation , 7 
and start swinging. Each, of you 7 -; 
adults have a vote. Each has in­
fluence among public officials. I 
have been told by my friends 

^sometimes that I shouldn't pick­
ton hungry Hubert Sain (sheriff of 
, Jim Wells County). Maybe T- 
'shouldn’t',,but a situation exists in 
\ Alice which''he al6ne .is ihj»sition 
to stamp out.##$ ? ••V ;

“Any of you can spend an hour 
on the south side and see the 
suffering and misery which is be-, 
ing caused by operation of the 
dance hall girls. Dance hall girls' 

/who work, many of them on the ; 
property < of Sam ■ Smithwick,' a/;

* deputy of Hubert 
7/“There, are -nightly • violations, of ■ 
, the liquor control Jaw.. The officers 7 
stofy that state'-department have 
-more to do than watch Jim Wells 7/

^County all vthe '-thntzZMMWMK 
“But it is the sworn duty of the 777

• sheriff to-see that the state laws «£& 
' are enforced. But'7ihefe-on Deputy --7
Smith wick’s property”6very night -J

7 the. world’s oldest ■ profession "is 
plying its trade, heaping dollars 
into the . pockets of the proprietor 
of the place, j" -

“I charge here today that Sam. 
Smithwick knows what is going 
on. He is out there all the time
'at night.. I charge that the tax- • W. H. (BILL) MASON) < 
payers in Jim Wells County are. 7 7 He probably didn’t -know the 

,paying wages /to a man who 7 is 7/^n was loaded. . •

endangering the ^ive^, ^ '/ 'during the cotton-picking, .money 
Ichildren yet-unborn. I charge that < ^ch should go to -the, families of I 
^hungry Hubert Sain-knows about a .±h me„ . .. . /
t-these.things.)7-.-- " •: ' ••• * ".,.. •' ■>

“I charge him'with dereliction of charge him with permitting, 
•duty, malfeasance in office,7.with 7/^ and mot lifting a hand ^to .stop J 
permitting the -ingress of 50 girls (Turn to TEXT, Page 3) , ,

Son of Slain Man
■■ \ W <'2 •■’■ * .• •■

voice. “The word has been passed 7 
that I’d better shut up;;;.:
} “As long as a situation like this 
(‘Rancl^ Allegro’) is permitted to 
continaE I. shall blast every time 7 
aXaifW^act comes to my attention 
. *. every time I dig up another bit 
of dirty, filthy practice which is 
permitted by the sheriff of this 
county,” he said.
: Twenty-two hours later, Deputy 
Smithwick hailed down Bill Mason. < 
L “Are you that . *-/-*, Bill Masin?” 
& (Turn to MASON, Page 3) 7 4
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EARL BUELL R. J. METKEROARROllDHUKlLL MASON-
... At a party* given by General Tire & Rubber and'Humble Oil & Refining Co. in the Rice Hotel in Njr 
vember, 1944, Bill Mason was the life of the party—as usual. Here he is shown with Mr? Carroll, Peer­
staff writer;“Mr. Buell, Press circulation’manager and old friend from Akron days; Mr. Metker, Akr<" 
businessman *and General Tire director, and Mr. White, Mr. Mason’s assistant .on the General. Tire 
lie relations' staff» AA■’..—■ -■* •j**--^* -.
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“I'guess I was sort of hard, hit 
by the shooting myself yesterday— 
harder hit than anything, that’s 
happened to me,in'some time,”

Known Over Country
' That's the way it is goin? to he tvifh Inf-r. THIT urnix/v j„ I

Alice Wonders What

Will Happen Next
•" v

(Continued From Page One) -
■ ' t. ■ - * ’ |

asked the grizzled 55-year-old native 
of Jim Wells Sounty, a gun-toting 
deputy^, ^constable, __watchman_.and 
cowboy all his life.. . •

“I am,” answered the unarmed 
Mason, trying to scramble out of 
his car’s seat while, a companion 
dived, into; the roadside. ditch. . 2;

- Pistol. Roars. Once
Smithwick’s ? .45 £calibre -pistol 

roared one time. ;
The bullet; tore through; Bill Ma­

son’s husky chest. 5 .
The; companion, Aevlino Saenz, 

who. later told this story., to police, 
ran to safety- KW ..

The chances ' are . that smooth, 
talented Bill -Mason > never realized 
that the Southwest Texas “political” 
gun he-was challenging was loaded 
until that slug hit ..his chest. •? W

He probably didn't ' understand 
the bitter clannishness of’the Rio 
Grande Country, which merits a 
political';?machine1- like ?thatof 
George Parr’s to hold 10,000-square 
miles of brush country and 1,000,000 
Texans.. securely.in<? its. grasp 
through pure loyalty to the “jefe,” 
the chief,, the boss.; . -
■ -Nov- that -George' ;;Pdrr‘“;was‘?ln-' 
volved in the death of Bill Mason.

They Were Friends’ -
“George Parr and Bill Mason 

were friends,’ said Ed Lloyd, Mr. 
Parrs attorney and part owner of 
the radio station, KBKI, which em­
ployed Mr ..-Mason. .

“The feeling down here against 
both the-sheriff and the deputy is 
running quite-high, Mr. Lloyd said 
over long distance? from Alice;to- 
day. •

“That?*1 means " that? * Parr,'?'"the 
“Duke of Duval, .is unhappy about 
Masons* murder.

Despite the’ friendship of Bill 
Mason and J George Parr,. Sheriff 
Sain in 1946 got Mr. Parr’s help-to 
unseat C.-W. Price after Mr? Price 
had ben sheriff 26 years. ’■**'

Those people of the brush coun­
try have been bewildered for years 
over the- invasion' of oil-hungry, 
money-making “foreigners”— to 
them. For anyone not. bred, and 
born in that brush country .is a 
stranger. for many years. x

(“I’ve only been here ' 20 . years 
myself Attorney Lloyd told me over 
the telephone.)

No Bond for Deputy
Deputy Smithwick is in jail to­

day, held without bond.
He is charged with ’murder with 

malice aforethought.”
The charge * was filed by Sheriff 

“Hungry Hubert” Sain, Smith wick's 
boss and—according to Mason’s ra­
diocasts—sort of a patron in illegal 
activities in that he permitted them.

In another' place., that.. charge 
could mean the electric chairs.

Will; it in' thebrush, tcountry? ’?
The chances-; are; that one- man 

will decide—“Boss’? George- Parr.'"?’

ton -and--New -York high political 
and journalistic circles. - ■>;, , .---/

Many must be 'rubbing their eyes 
as they, read of Bill Mason being 
shot to death in an antivice cru­
sade in Jim Wells County, Texas.

That - is just about like, reading 
that Joe -DiMaggio broke his leg in 
a sandlot . bail game in Oklahoma.

' f, -- j.    .--7-—--- » _

alleged Senatbriai-^-ballot-stuffing’? 
contest.. il..?:
" There will be some who will say 
of. Smithwick: : , >
? “Well, he was here first. 1 That 
other fellow had no business being 
so nosey.” . ' ,

But the brush country largely has, 
turned away from that attitude.

. Most will back off, as did Attor- 
ney "Lloyd? spokesman and defender 
df~the'Trarr~machihe~Iasf~year"'in 
ffie”stdtCDernocfatrc"cbhvenlioh^ih 
Fort Worth when Coke Stevenson 
lost his only’ chance . get Jim 
Wells 6600 to 616 vote for Lyndon 
Johnson., thrown out? . M . - -
T^^^t^puty^ore Pants Off ’
“Bill Mason was;whipped once, by 

another of Sain’s ..deputies,”» Mr, 
Lloyd told 'me,' ... J.

“Bill made a joke out of it. ? His 
pants .were torn off = him.* ‘He; took 
the’ pants downtown and auctioned 
them Off—got" $5 for them, as I re-? 
member, and. gave it to. charity.” . 
'?That; was in March.

' K' Mason never " gave up his anti- 
sheriff; anti-vice campaign.

? Son to Carry on Fight
' AS; they prepared to cremate Bill 

Mason. after funeral ceremonies to­
morrow afternoon, Bill’s 22-year-old 
son, Burton, said he would pick up 
where his father left off. '

“He was pretty, excited—I had a 
talk with him,” said Attorney Lloyd, 
asked by Mrs. Mason to be a pall­
bearer. ’> .

AttprneyJLloyd_knows_better-than 
Bill. Mason did the powder-keg of 
feelmg^m"the 'bimsh cbqnfryZT?/""*. ■ 
“H^jsrtrytnglt.o’Jielp'y

He L.Iso,is trying Jo help his own 
younger brother/Frank," manager of

■ tHe'ra^Vstatfqnr ~ •" ?... .
■ Support , of Free Speech’ 11 

.-..“Frank was pretty, excited- yes?., 
terday. He made a statement to the 

^Alice Echo that Bill Mason died in 
^ppert. of 'free, speech, an, inherent 
r®ht of every American.” said At-
K-ney Lloyd.
^“Frank’s gone to Port Aransas to-

z Thfltwl’me way politics are playea 
' down there, where 'Coke “Stevenson 

alleges Lyndon Jqhnson . stole .the 
JLS. Senate race last summer.

afg Illi LW HI JC-KWMMHU'UI!"1 
they all lead -up to the one big 
chief. ,
~ And that’s Gilman - Banker -
County; Official-Rancher-Townsite 
De veloper-and '"small-sized . king— 

( George Parr.
j What'he says-always has “gone”

MM



ton -and-' New f York/high’ political 
and - journalistic circles.^; ,

Many, must be rubbing their eyes 
as /they read of Bill Mason being 
shot to death in an antivice cru­
sade in -Jim - Wells County,’; Texas. 
> That is . Just. about like. reading 
that Joe .'DiMaggio broke his leg in 
a sandlot; ball game in Oklahoma.

M-MKW

MM
asked the grizzled 55-year-old native 
of Jim Wells Sounty, a gun-toting 
deputy, -.constable, ...watchman., and 
cowboy all his life.

“I am,", answered the unarmed 
Mason; trying to scramble out of 
his car’s seat while a companion 
dived into the roadside, ditch.

Pistol Roars Once
Smithwick’s .45 calibre pistol

/ Wi!l Happen Next
• (Continued From Page One)

they all lead-up to the one. big 
chief. ’ ■ *- & ■■■•■■>' ■ s-—» ’■■■; - .

And *• that’s Oilman - Banker - 
County. Official-Rancher-Townsite 
Developer-and" small-sized ; king— 
George Parr.

What he says always has “gone” 
m the brush country. . >, .

■ But never before have the cus­
toms of that country been so 
boldly spotlighted., ■

Claim Held to Light
Never before has the Southwest 

Texas • claim to their rights to run 
their own affairs been so vividly 
held up for all to see, despite that.

f Tha#W7neway politics are played* 
' down' there, where 'Coke*Stevensoh 

alleges Lyndon..jQhnsqa .stole;vthe 
JSL.S. Senate race last summer.

XX* > -

.45 calibre pistol 
lumeu uue imie;

The bullet tore through Bill Ma­
son’s husky chest. - '

The - companion, < Aevlino Saenz, 
who later told this story, to police, 
ran to safety. -

The chances are that smooth, 
talented Bill -Mason > never realized 
that the Southwest Texas “political” 
gun he was challenging was loaded 
until that slug hit. his chest. . ■. - 
. He probably didn’t understand 
the bitter clannishness of the Rio 
Grande Country, which merits a 
political machine like that <■<■’ of 
George Parr’s to hold 10,000 square 
miles: of brush country, and 1,000,000 
TexaVis securely in,its , , grasp 
through pure loyalty to the “jefe,” 
thefchief, the boss.
- -Not- that -George' ^afi^'vvas .'"in­
volved in the death of Bill Mason.

‘They Were Friends’
► “George , Parr and Bill Mason 
were friends,’., said Ed. Lloyd, : Mr. 
Parrs attorney- and part owner of 
the radio station, KBKI, which em­
ployed Mr.-Mason.

“The feeling down here against 
both the-sheriff and the deputy is 
running .quite high, Mr.1 Lloyd said 
over - long distance-from Alice * to­
day. '!
’ “ThatA means f that’ Parr, the 
“Duke of Duval,: is unhappy about 
Masons murder. .
. Despite the friendship of Bill 
Mason and George Parr,. Sheriff 
Sain in 1946 got Mr. Parr’s help to 
unseat C. W. Price after Mr. Price 
had ben sheriff 26 years.

Those people of the brush coun­
try have been bewildered for years 
over the invasion of oil-hungry, 
money-making .“foreigners”,.—• to 
them. For anyone not „ bred and 
born in; that brush . country, is a 
stranger for many years.;.. 
( (“I’ve only been here ' 20. years 
myself Attorney Lloyd told me over 
the telephone.)

- Ko Bond for Deputy
’ Deputy Smithwick is in jail to­

day, held without bond.
1 He ..is charged with ‘murder, with 

malice aforethought.”
. .The' charge':was filed by Sheriff 
“Hungry Hubert” Sain, Smithwick’s 
boss and-—according, to Mason’s .ra­
diocasts—sort of a patron in illegal 
activities in that he permitted-,them^ 
5^1 ahother; place.,.that,..charge 
could mean the electric ^chair^fr/ej..

„; .The chances /are;.'that5 one*' mail 
will ..decide—“Boss’’’:: George iZPanj,^

JESS WHITE

fez ' - M. ;; • \ > *f - > i ‘ .’. V ' >W7 « x .> " WML >- 'i
JIM CARROLL , BILL MASON EARL BUELL .. ...  _  f.  

, At a party given by General Tire & Rubber and Humble Oil & Refining Co. in the Rice Hotel in No­
vember, 1944, Bill Mason was the life of the party—as usual. Here he is shown with Mr. Carroll, Press 
staff writer; Mr. Buell, Press circulation manager and old friend from Akron days; Mr. Metker, Akron 
businessman and General Tire director, and Mr. White, Mr. Mason’s assistant on the General Tire pub­

flic-relations stafft .,, -. .^...1,... ..... ■

10’

“I guess I was sort of hard hit 
by’the shooting’myself'yesterday- 
hard er hit , than anything that’s 
happened to tpe.ix^some time^*'

Known Over Country ■'
That’s the way it is going to be 

with lots of Bill Mason’s friends in 
his native Minnesota; in San Fran­
cisco, where he was a high-powered 
city editor for The. San Francisco 
Examiner; in' Chicago advertising 
circles; in Akron, Ohio, where he 
helped build General Tire & Rubber 
Co. as right-hand man to General’s 
rugged Bill O’Neil, and in Washing-

alleged:. Senatorial-‘‘ballot-stuffing’? 
contest.- >. ’- ’ >
TTEefe will be, some who will say 
of. Smithwick; .
■r “Well, he was here first. That 
other, fellow had-no business being 
so‘ nosey.”

But the brush country largely has 
.turned away from that attitrde. ,/,-x

Most will back off, as did At tor-1 < 
ney'nbyHTspokesman and defender. 
of~’th6~Pa'ff_'maclline’ last^year ‘in 
thOtatO?emocratTc"ti6nventidh~ih 
Frat* Worth whefT^Co&F^S^ehson

Wells 6600^lo 616 vote for Lyndon- 
Johnson. thrown. •*

-7 Deputy Tore Pants Off -
“Bill Mason was- whipped once by 

another of Sain's, deputies," - Mr.-. 
Lloyd. told me? . .

“Bill made a jjoke out of it. His 
pants, were torn off him. He took 
the pants downtown and auctioned 
them off—got $5 for them, as I re­
member, and gave it to charity.” .

. That was in March. ' '*
Mason never gave up his anti­

sheriff; anti-vice campaign/
Son to Carry, dri Fight ' 

-‘i'As’ they prepared to - cremate Bill 
Mason: after funeral ceremonies to­
morrow afternoon, Bill’s 22-year-old 
son, Burton/said-he would pick up 
where his father left off.: !- '! '
'/ “He was pretty, excited—I-had a 
talk with him,’’said Attorney Lloyd, 
asked by Mrs.:Mason to, be a pall- 
bearerd^^MMWiWM^'t^ »- • • 
? AttorheyiLlcixd^ 
Bill. Mason did the powder-keg of 
feelihgTn^he^fusn coqiqjry^ ' 

f He^lftUsijrjnpg^to help_his^own 
younger brother. Frank, manager of 
zv*f*Support 'of '"Free'^Speech’M •

• ' ' - - - ■ -> -v'Frank was pretty... excited : yes­
terday. He made a statement, to the 
(Alice Echo thatJBilJjMason hied in 1 
W&«a^J^ech^njKherent. 
rtzM 'Ok ------  * — rx—. .
w’ney.:
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the Mason killing, 'they also were 
interested in finding out why the 
prison grapevine said there was 
“a price on Smith wick’s head.” , ~

Disappearance of the contents of 
Election Box 13, other than a few 
ballots,-was disclosed in a federal 
court inquiry shortly- after the 
August, , 1948, primary election. W

Here is what the hearing de­
veloped before United States Su­
preme Court Justice Hugo L. Black 
ordered it halted:.

Luis Salas, Precinct 13 election 
judge, possessed one copy, as re­
quired by law. Because of the con­
troversy he testified, he borrowed a 
second copy from F. F. (Tom) Don­
ald, secretary - to the Jim Wells 

! County. Democratic executive com- 
! mittee. Donald had the copy of the 
county chairman foi'.lsafekeeping in 
a safety^ deposit box in, an jiAlice 
bank of which he istan officer.

Salas put the two! copies in the 
back of his car.-He testified before 
a Federal Court commissioner that 
both copies were stolen.

A third copy was supposed to 
have been placed in the election 
box. When the federal commis­
sioner opened the box labeled as 
the one from Precinct 13 it was 
empty. Later Salas identified some 
ballots taken from another box as 
one he had signed in Precinct 13. 
But the box did not contain returns 
or the poll list.

Whereabouts of all three poll 
lists has been a mystery. . ' : ~

Before Donald’s and Salas’ copies 
were reported stolen, however, in­
vestigators got a look at-one of 
them.

» They said it. reflected unusual 
conditions.

One was that 202 names had been 
added alphabetically and all in the 
same kind of ink. Investigators also 
reported that they had affidavits 
from some of the 202 saying they 
had not voted. Some of the other 
names on the added list of 202, they 
swore, were of people dead when 
the election was held.

Without*4he-^eJJ. list in evidence, 
there could not be proof of, the 
charges.

closed Bunday that another letter 
from Smithwick had been-uncov­
ered. It. related, more details than 
did the one. he wrote to Stevenson;, 
It gave - corroborative statements, 
about what happened to the re­
turns from the highly - publicized 
Box 13. - - : 777-

The poll list-was the key to ths 
controversy rfour.- years, ago when 
Stevenson claimed he -. had \ been 
counted out of the Democratic 
nomination for United States Sen- 
Ate in Precinct 13. Statewise/Lyn- 
d^n B. Johnson was declared.win- 
ne\ of the - party nomination - by 
eigiSly-seven -. votes. Stevenson, 
claimed that 202 irregular votes 
were added in - Jim Wells’-; Box 
13. Of' those Stevenson got one 
vote and. Johnson 201. ..

Without the poll list, it wafc imp­
possible to prove the charge.

There were thretz poll lists, as re­
quired by law. All three! dis­

appeared.
Texas Rangers took up the in­

vestigation. after Stevenson re­
vealed the contents of Smithwick’s 
letters. Finding of the poll list and 
other returns that were supposed 
to have been in Box 13 were only 
a part of their inquiry. They went, 
into it because of possible leads to 
uncover facts in connection with* a 
murder, case. 4 ... -

Smithwick was serving a life 
sentence for the slaying of W.-Hi 
(Bill) Mason, Alice radio commen­
tator.. Smithwick wrote Stevenson 
that the voting box which dis­
appeared as “the main cause of my 
trouble with Mr. Mason, as he was 
one one'side and L was on the 
other." .He: told the . former Gov­
ernor that several months after the 
disputed election he recovered the 
box and he was “quite sure that; I 
can produce it if you are in­
terested..”..

Stevenson delayed his visit’.-.to 
the Huntsville prison too Ibng. 
Smithwick died before Stevenson 
had planned to. leave his Kir.ible 
County ranch. I

Rangers studied the evidence Tie­
cause' it might throw additional 
light on the circumstances behind

MAMMU; t? U Evidence round
By DAWSON DUNCAN

- ■ ’--J..'Ok'. Naw» Staff Writer
ALICE Texas, May 7 25.—Addi­

tional evidence has been.unearthed 
in the quest for the missing 1948 
poll lists of.7 Jim Wells. County’s 
Precinct 13. -

The; Dallas News had'-revealed 
that. Sam .‘ Smithwick,; shortly be­
fore he fwas found hanged in state 
prison,- wrote a letter ta former 
Gov.' Coke Stevenson, saying that 
he knew where election box evi­
dence could be found..

Ranger: Capt. Alfred Allee; dis-
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ALICE,, May 26./(TIE)—No- Jim 
Wells County election box. was 
lost in the. 1948. election but three 
poll books which should: have been 
in the box have never been found, 
District Atty. HomerDean ■ said 
today. : / ' • -

The /Sunday.; Dallas Morning 
News published a copyrighted dis­
patch from Alice with a letter it 
said the late Jim Wells. County 
deputy sheriff Sam- Smithwick 
wrote to former Gov. Coke Steven- 
SOn. ■ -, ......... - ......... -

Smithwick wrote the letter on 
March 23, 1952, from Huntsville 
state prison, where’ he was sen­
tenced to life imprisonment for 
killing W. H. (Bill) Mason, crusad­
ing Alice radio commentator, The 
News story said. He committed 
suicide soon after. 7

Lyndon Johnson defeated Stev­
enson for the U. S. Senate in the 
hotly contested election by 87 
votes. Smithwick said in the letter 
a box was stolen but he recov­
ered it. ■ 7
\ Dean, an assistant district at­
torney in 1948, said no election box 
-was stolen. However,, three poll 
(books should have been in precinct 
13s box were taken and never 
have been recovered, he said.

He said -many people./ thought 
Smithwick knew something about 
the missing poll books. M

The letter, The News said, asked 
Stevenson to visit Huntsville "to 
go into the matter in detail.”

However,-.The News said, Stev­
enson was delayed in making the 
trip by work on his Kimble County 

- ranch and did not get to Hunts­
ville before Smithwick was found 
hanged in his prison cell, a few 
days . later. A coroner - ruled his 
death suicide, --'-y;»-x- *'’•*.*•>£■

The text of the letter as pub­
lished in The News r ■

Dear Sir: S'
“You probably do not remember 

who I am but I am the fellow who

'xv«MS 'Monday,Msry- 26,1952 .v--■ 

Smith wick May Have 
Known Ballot Secret

. / '' .. ' <!<" ?'-• E- : 7 -,Tf
got; in'-trouble in Alice? over
ing Mr. Mason, something that I-V - 
regret very much and I am now ; ;• 
serving a life sentence in the Tex- ■ . < 
as* penitentiary..?;. t.

"I am writing you in regard to v 
the 1949 election in Jim Wells ’ • 
County when you were running J 
against Lyndon Johnson as you 
recall the election box with all the 
votes disappeared, and that is the 
main cause of my trouble with Mr. 
Mason as he was on one side and 
I.was on the other. •. ?

"On June. 24, 1949 five days be­
fore I got in trouble I arrested - 
  and- from them learned that 

----- , had stolen the box and gave
it to them to dispose of, but I re- ? 
covered the box from them and 
am quite sure that I can produce 
it if you are interested. I could 
never get in touch with you be­
cause I didn’t have a chance or 
any one to trust to send to you 
and was never allowed to make 
bond after that. I intended to get 
in touch with you, but after re- 
covering the box and getting it put 
safely away, on my way to contact 
you I met up with Mr. Mason- and ■ 
as you know what the result was'7 7 p 
now. , ■

. 1: M it would be possible for you ; " 
to come ■ to Huntsville prison to 7 
visit with me at your earliest con­
venience, I would like to go into * • -' • - 
this matter in detail with you.'-' 'AM' *77'

"I trust; that I will hear from 7ZZ 
you in the very near future. ■ ; -

"Respectfully yours, 7 ' '
"Sam Smithwick, No. 118236." ' - 

i-W. ------- --- --------------- - b. -./ 7
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There are a lot of strange things about this purported 
letter to my late oppoent from a murderer who wn couldn’t even 
write and had to dictate it in Spanish to another convict. It 
looks like he thought Coke was still Governor and would pardon 
him for murder in exchange for a political statement and you 
can hardly blame him since tai? Old Coke’s record shows he was 
willing to pardon anyone for xzyfckiiq? any crime except not 
supporting Coke. This murderer’s own son says his father 
was confident he would get out after he wrote Coke the letter.

I had always understood that Stevenson loved the law; and 
my lawyer friends tell me that the hearsay statement of nxxx hxkh 
a live convict,Utztzr to saynothing of a dead one, would not be 
admitted in court. But if Coke is interested in convict 
statements, itomhghtaiiiifcBOfBixta he ought
to remember that there are a kssq good many in existence,£xqni 
kta from live ones too, about how they got out of the penitentiary 
when Coke was Governor. The Dallas News, which fought Jim 
Hogg and Ben Looney, suddenly got terribly interested in one 
statement from a dead eexxIkxii murderer. If the news was 
really interested in convict testimony, on a whole-sale scale, 
as to how they got out of the pen,andt how much they had to pay 
to stay out, and to whom they paidP it, the News wouldn’t have 
had to go outside the state capitol to mskLxtaLXLxxmLLX They 
went out of their way to do a job on former Governor Ferguson 
and I don’t know why they never lifted upm their voices against 
the Governor who turned out more vicious criminals than Jim 
Ferguson was ever EkaxgKixwikkx even charged w ith.
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' AUSTIN, June 1 (/P).-The 
state Department of Public Safe­
ty director said Saturday night 
a voluntary lie detector test was

given a person
; Countyr^i^A'.’ . . ,>y „w
% Homer Garrison Jr. refused to 
say whether or' not the test was 
related to a letter about the bit­
ter 1948 Senate race. The letter 
was written to former Goy. Coke 
Stevenson by f Sam Smithwick, 
former Jim Wells County deputy 
sheriff.

Smithwick? hanged himself in 
his cell, at Huntsville, where (he: 
was serving a life sentence for 
murder. • - *

Smithwick mentioned names in. 
the letter he sent Stevenson in­
dicating. he could give informa­
tion about the missing Precinch 

! 13 ballot- box from , Jim Wells, 
. County.

Garrison said .the man ques­
tioned in.‘Austin lived- in Jim 

I Wells County in 1948, the year 
of the contested Democratic pri­
mary between Stevenson and 
Senator Lyndon . Johnson. The 
public safety director said he as­
sumed ,the man still lives there, 
but declined to identify him fur­
ther. ■" * - . ’ ’’

; :“A ,’man i came here and took 
the test,” Garrison said. “That’s 
all we-can say now. We’re just- 
kind of moving.along and we’re 
not sure where it will lead us. 
We-don't want-to make a state- 

.ment. tlntil.-.we. see what we’ve 
got.”
* - Garrison'1 was* asked how his 
department entered the investi­
gation. He said the department 
began its •» investigation 'on its 
own. 'He declined to elaborate.,

He also had “no comment” 
when asked if the lie detector 
test concerned the Smithwick let­
ter.

Smithwick was serving a sen­
tence for the murder of an Alice 
radio commentator, W. H. (Bill)

• Mason. Smithwick wrote Steven­
son he had arrested persons and 
recovered a missing Precinct 13 
polling box.

Stevenson had contended 202 
votes from Jim Wells County 
were added irregularly and cost 
him the election. Stevenson lost 
the Democratic primary to John­
son by 87 votes.

1 But the three poll lists show­
ing who voted in Box 13 in Jim 
Wells County disappeared before 
a check could be made. J

Smithwick’s letter reachwi 
Stevenson, but Smithwick hang<Jd 
himself before he talked to,1 
former governor. ... - .
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land the Texas election dispute, 
Sen. Lyndon Johnson says that it 
appears as . a continuation; of a 
fight by a .“group of disgruntled, 
and disappointed people;.” - In the,.< 
same breathy he says that" he has 
not ; had a chance -to read-; the.'f 
storyj.: .

Vr Is Truman’s pet watchdog, refer-" 
ring to < almost half a million peo-^ 
pie who voted against him? Is he 
giving the verdict before he hears 
the evidence? I,simply can hot un- j 
derstand why some of our con­
gressmen are so eager to; invest!-'.

;gate: others • but never want any- Z 
thing ■„ investigated that concerns ; 
th eipselves. WW - MMM

0»«E- ■\»V '4m\ . ■

J oh wher^

: WD
..................— - ----------MI ------- ■

Oh where, oh whe:|e, have our 
statesmen gone?

J. A. ACKER.
Temple,,'Texas. . ■
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, . , , , J To The Dallas Newsdone 'better • for$F«—T'MWL - Ma 
han little-Harry -.
7 later, than you
H. SKINNER,..../

4. . ■ “I’ve decid
* A

' do by others 
WiT.A>'voter wt 

dumb to sbeli 
^/ordered ’to c

. The poU
J0 nr-. price is hig^

-m '* *'*ri _ short. So—v
The club owners apparently don’t Bud?^ „ .1 

realize that the^e broadcasts have 4 10 Hawtt
done; more: to .further. interest in A
baseball in this'part of the country. Ike New/

, Texas ,x than •’ anything, else. I will person- h To Dalla3 
.ally boycott all minor .league ball c 
imtil this.silly ruling is lifted.. - ’ , ’aJ

_rU Think; ” Gordon-McLendon and the Lib- ' ^ Ok^n Lev 
, v erty Broadcasting; System^ should ■?

«<n j i4 it i be commended: for their fight to, t dumb ^enougl 
‘‘Good old Uncle- - bring, us some association ..with that^^6 ®^ °£J 
VashingtorvD.Cgreat.game of.baseball. < ”< Heurnot/
ssfully developed .. . dad qtf'PMF'NT5? never* done y.bor and capital, Lometa ‘ Texas ' - but only, whf
d, Catholic .:• and - ;> J-ometa,-Texas. do bv nthnr4
‘cans and-Repub-

M W

d, Catholic and - . ”
cans and.Repub- -. . ' - ' - >
and Democrats,.Senate' Election 

“»The Dallas News; the New Deal
Sen;,< Lyndon 'Johnson’s reaction-' 'zto Harry wha) 

'to the'mostjrecent disclosure of the * gets on* Whl 
■ voting fiascos in-. Jim^Wills County,./. report to Wai

News .is typical If The New 
^ the^ttituda acquired by our fed- to stay off j 
era! officials m the past few years., why don>t 

eview ' - Common-honesty would call for which would
a complete^investigation But dhe ::?the New Dea

- public wasldemed that at election mnph h#lvw«T 
happened ; to the time and presumably now.-’What . . Rm Nnrth 

romise to review can be done to place in the sena- 4'.. .
vater rates? They torial seat the man who genuinely • 7■
*e an investigation, won the election—Coke Stevenson? ./)jt f zjf 
have< conveniently . - „■> BERTRAM KESjiEL. ■ 
)ut it. • < / 6323 Gaston, Dallas. .
we going to accept ’ 

;es? How about an o  _ . . 
e Council? Staked Plains Geology

KENNINGTON., To The Dallas News:- - - , ... » .
tl*aS- Wayne Gard is one of my favorite

' writers. He usually has something 
jJllV ’ but ' io say. " So much that we read is 

. ..j 4 ,7.3,, such solidly ignorance-based copy,
’s:, hurriedly slung together,, that un- '
orial columns of derstanding writing is appreciated: 4 
1 attention to the On May 25 he touched on a land, ” 
bia University has the Staked Plains, which has fasci- 44 
list of instructors nated me ever since I opened fifty- ,4 
who have: records; six gates on the main road from”' ?

Jers.” : .; < ” JHerefordtto Midland while-taking 
. be fair to conclude . 'a 'first,.; flat glance at that High 

■t D.; Eisenhower, so ”'Plains- geology.
ent of that institu- ? . That” plateau probably ■ is /the” 4 

, or even condoned -world's oldest land surface. The 7 
In all fairness the Land.: Crawl;-remnant of the Ice ?

ay is that; if:he dis-- 'Age bed-.of the ' Brazos, which r

the derby at.;-
4

irseles resigned'■ ....
ntgomery Ward

■ : . i - - ' . ■ .*

ARS AGO TODAY
' "ft ' ’ - * - , 717 * >

From'i*he Dallas News ot Jdn^ 2/1927

for the 17-story. Oldsmobile announced reduction _. ‘ 
ledical Arts Building, ^of prices on its various models, in-’

,,  ' ./-/ eluding, the roadster de luxe, which ”
Tom Oon-/ sold at the factory for $895. ; -.-G v'.N> -d the first reunion'- ,. .. . . / . ’ivision ■ x Lmdbergh m England saw Call

Boy, favorite in the betting, win the
.f Internal 'Revenue 144th running ♦*-*' '*-*»*«' 
pkins announced that Epsom Downs, 

become state, head- Theodore 
federal tax collect- as president 

” &. Company.
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HOUSTON, May 28 (IB—Political 
boss George- Parr of-Duval county 
agreed Wednesday that the ballot 
box in Jim Wells county’s Pre­
cinct 13 in the stormy 1948 sena­
torial election was probably stuffed 
but said he had nothing to do with 
it, the Houston Press, reported.

At the same time, Parr charged 
that a letter written by the late 
Sam Smithwick Sr. to Coke Stev­
enson was revealed' last -Sunday 
for political reasons and that Gov. 
Allan Shivers “is in this thing too."

In an interview with Press writ­
er Jack Donahue, Parr wasquoted 
as-saying he had no idea where 
three polling lists,. missing from a 
Precinct 13 box since the election 
were, • and::that “it wouldn’t em­
barrass me ■ if they were found.”

Smithwick, a former Jim Wells 
county deputy sheriff,, wrote Stev­
enson March 23 that he had ar­
rested some persons in connection 
with the poll list theft and that he 
knew - where the lists could be 
found. But on April 15 Smithwick 
apparently committed suicide in 
the prison at Huntsville where he 
was serving a life sentence for 
killing radio newsman W. A. (Bill) 
Mason. . ■ • t

Texas Ranger Capt. Alfred Allee
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DUKE Of DUVAL SAYS
AW M i Am wni

Z , J , ’n.
said he. was investigating,the case, 
the Press reported, , and that he. 
had'C another-, letter J which - Smith* 
wick had written from the prison. 
’ “I can’t say anything. about, the 
case,” . Allee was quoted as. say­
ing: “As soon as. we arrest some­
one we’ll-let you know.” '•;Vz£?2‘. 
GARRISON-SILENT .
ON LIE DETECTOR
- r By Associated Press \

State Department of Public Safe­
ty Director. Homer -.'Garrison Jr. 
Wednesday would neither, confirm 
nor deny .reports that one. of the 
men named in deceased Sam Smith­
wick's letter to; Coke Stevenson. is 
undergoing a lie detector test here.

“We have no statement,” Garrison 
said; . - - -
; Smithwick, former Jim Wells 
County deputy sheriff, wrote the 
letter a few weeks before he was 
found hanged in his prison cell at 
Huntsville where he was serving 
life for murder. , f , ,

Smithwick’s letter ' said Ke " had 
information about the contested 
1948 election in which former Gov­
ernor Stevenson lost to Lyndon 
Johnson in the US Senate race. 
Stevenson had claimed that 202 
votes from Jim Wells County’s Pre­
cinct 13 were added irregularly. ?
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Judge Sam Reams’ rival forces*.

Reams request -during, a granL' 
jury - investigation < of /political 
matters there. Atty Gen Daniel 
sent /legal investigators in< too., 
at- the request of Reams’’grand; 
jury. ; .-x:
< STEVENSON WENT to court 
in his contention about .the-Box 
13 of Alice under a legal quirk 
that excluded review of .other 
claims affecting votes in. the 
State. ;f In at ’ least four other 
counties Johnson was declared 
the Democratic nominee and thus 
he couldn’t goAo court to chal­
lenge reputed irregularities else­
where. Had Stevenson filed his

flag is liable to be .worn but thia 
year, he forecasts whether Parr 
holds his grip in the Duchy of; 
Duval or loses7 out to District^ 

Parr is having to" “go local. |
Gov Shivers administration^ 

has been termed 'hostile to the' 
Parr regime. His Secretary of 
State John Ben Shepperd two 
years ago threw out the Duval 
County write-in: votes which, 
would have elected Rep - A. J.f 
Vale, as district judge and de­
feated Parr’s enemy, Reams J? 
Shepperd now is a candidate fori 
attorney general. ' -H. t 
; Just ^recently, the t Department 
nf.’.PiiMiprifinfohr. cbnt . Ranonra

hi / .. ... 4. .
. ...... .'■ci ' •

SMALL TALKW

contest' in state court,'^Johnso 
could have •-brought - m( all th 
other debated counties for7 re 
view as well. But instead^Stever 
son took the case into federa 
court -and lost it there.. Th 
United States Senate refused t> 
entertain > contest..

In the same election, about 40< 
ballots in Brown County wen 
excluded. 7

THERE WAS no question bu 
> W?v 7'*Mr •*'

'■» J"--i A..-.. >4 ’?■ • 4 '■ r..>

TnnAY 9:30 to 9:00! FIRST GRI
■ ' ' ' ,

----- - . - - t*__ 7 i,

Page 4—SECTION-1 -

Allee said so, then, yes,-we have, 
made such a test.” ..

CT He declined to reveal the name 
of the person, and . reiterated, 
.fJNo-one .is.-under- arrest in. this. oF<Public^ Safety*'^^nf jRangers 
case.”■,'■ into; Duval» County at Judge

JfgAn?/- astute>pbliticiari who; has "------ ---------- " ’J—'— - '------J'
been Connected with several cam­
paigns and now connected with 
one, not likely, to be affected by 
the Parr 'controversy ^said Parr 
"is too busy now” trying,to keep, 
control locally to/-have any in­
terest in state races but he pre­
dicted the Duval'County politics 
issue likely will be dragged, or 
efforts will be made to forge it, 
into the current/ Price Daniels 
Lindley Beckworth-E. W. Napier 
Senate race and possibly in the 
Allan Shivers-Ralph Yarborough 
gubernatorial race. - - 7 $ ■

BUT THE OLD "Duval” battle __________ ._.

- ■' ■ ■ -----" ' '' '■' ' . 'J*

MAY BE ’52 ISSUE :
tv m ii iDuval How Already
o 1 • i j tv ’

^7; AUSTIN, June l-^Sp)—The 
hot potato fight George; Parr has 
on to keep iron-fisted control of 
Duval County political affairs, is 
raising- sparks -jn a. state race 

' still^two- years distant ; and 
-; r threatening - to ; kindle /' contro- 

•- versy. m . one or both of this 
'year’s majorjraces. .
: s Members of.the four-year-old 
United States Senate-race were 
raked by the hand of’dead Sam 
Smithwick to spark the .long- 
range 1954 bout of its same prin- 

./Clpals. ■ „/. ./>/ ,
7 x Because // the- two ^ events—

Parr’s showdown local fight and 
a revival of the Box 13 charges 
in the Senate race came at the 
same time and during this year’s 
state campaign the familiar Du­
val County issue was expected to 
be invoked as a state-wide pqliti- 
cal argument. v -

LYNDON JOHNSON was de­
clared elected in 1948 by an 87- 
vote margin over former Gov 
Coke Stevensgn , and Stevenson 
charged 202 votes had been 
added in Box 13 at Alice, a Parr- 
influenced area. The ballot boxes 
were missing. Federal court ruled 
against Stevenson after Judge 
Whitfield Davidson had a com- 

x missioner take detailed testi­
mony. Recently Former Consta­
ble Sam . Smithwick^ of Alice 
wrote Stevenson that.the boxes 
could be located and asked Steve­
son to visit him in prison. But 
Smithwick hanged himself - in 
the prison where he was serving 
a. sentence for the shooting/of 

.Bill Mason, radio announcer.
PART, OF THEletter was 

made public by Former Gov 
Stevenson who said it “vindi­
cated” his claims. - -

Names of persons said to have 
taken the ballot boxes were not 
revealed. Stevenson at the same 
time announced he planned to 
run against Sen Johnson in 1954 
and thus has projected the 
Parr-dominated Duval and . ad­
joining area as campaign fodder.

Recently it was asserted one 
person named by Smithwick as 
among those who got more per­
sons had been-given lie detector 
tests by the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. ,

Col Homer Garrison-Jr; direc­
tor of the State Department of 
Public Safety, has admitted that 
the department had given a lie 
detector'test to an unnamed per­
son in • connection ' , with the 
charges of disappearance of the 
1948 Box 13.

COL GARRISON earlier had 
said he would neither confirm or 
deny this report. Later, when 
the statement of Ranger Capt 
Allee at Carrizo Springs was 
quoted to mm, saying a test was

THE HOUSTON POST, MONDAY, jtlNE 2. ■ 1952

7; ^/‘You don’t have to look s 
■ smug .just because I said j 

was my fault. .
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MW
N made, Garrison • said,' “Well, if 

Allee said so, then; yes,-we have, 
made such a test.”

He declined to reveal the name 
of the person, and reiterated, 
‘‘No one .is under surest in. this 
case.”

An astute' politician who has 
been connected with several cam­
paigns and now connected with 
one . not likely to be affected by, 
the Parr controversy V^aid Parr 
"is too busy now” tryirig to keep 
control locally to/have ‘any in­
terest in state races but he pre­
dicted the Duval'County politics 
issue likely, will be dragged, or 
efforts will be made, to forge'it; 
into the current Price Daniel, 
Lindley Beckwbrth-E. W, Napier 
Senate race and possibly in the 
Allan Shivers-Ralph Yarborough 
gubernatorial race. *

BUT THE OLD "Duval” battle

flag is liable to be worn out this 
year, he forecasts whether Parr 
holds his grip in the Duchy of 
Duval or loses ou| to District 
Judge Sam Reams' rival forces. 
Parr is having to "go local.

Gov Shivers administration 
has been termed hostile to the 
Parr regime. His- Secretary of 
State John Ben Shepperd two 
years ago threw out the Duval 
County write-in votes which 
would have elected Rep A. J. 
Vale as district judge and de­
feated Parr’s enemy, Reams; 
Shepperd now is a candidate for 
attorney general. .

Just,recently the Department 
of Public Safety sent Rangers 
into Duval» County at Judge 
Reams request during a grand 
jury investigation of political 
matters there. Atty Gen Daniel 
sent legal investigators in ,too.; 
at the request of Reams’ grand 
jury.- ->

STEVENSON WENT to court 
in his contention, about the Box 
13 of Alice under a legal quirk 
that. excluded ‘‘review of other 
claims affecting votes in the 
state. * In at least four other 
counties Johnson was declared 
the Democratic nominee and thus 
he couldn’t go to court to chal­
lenge reputed irregularities else­
where. Had Stevenson filed his

contest in state court, Johnson 
could have <Tbrought in; all - the 
other debated ..counties, for pre­
view as well. But instead Steven­
son took the case intq federal 
court and lost . it there. • The 
United States Senate refused to 
entertain.a coptest.

In the same election, about WO 
ballots in Brown County were 
excluded.

THERE WAS ho question‘but

-h-
■f EG-

, AUSTIN, June 1—(Sp)—The 
hot potato fight George‘ Parr has 
bn to keep iron-fisted control of 
Puval County political affairs is 

S raising, sparks in a J state race 
I still ■ two years .. distant and 

threatening to kindle contro­
versy, in one or both of this 
year’s major races.

■ Members of .the four-year-old 
* ■ United States Senate race were 

.. - \ raked by the hand of dead Sam 
Smithwick to spark the .long- 
range 1954 bout of its same prin­
cipals.

y Because the ? two •*> events— 
..A- ' Parr’s showdown local fight and 

, V . a revival of the Box 13, charges 
in the Senate race came at the 
same time and during this year’s 
state campaign the familiar Du­
val County issue was expected to 
be invoked as a state-wide' politic 

Acal argument.
> ; LYNDON JOHNSON was de­

clared elected in 1948 by an 87- 
vote margin over former - Gov 
Coke Stevensqn . and Stevenson 
charged 202 votes had been 
added in Box 13 at Alice, a Parr- 
influenced area. The ballot boxes 
were missing. Federal court ruled 
against Stevenson after Judge 

p- Whitfield' Davidson had a com­
missioner. ; take detailed U testi­
mony. Recently .Former Consta­
ble Sam Smithwick •: of ? Alice 
wrote Stevenson; that the boxes 

; v- could be located and asked Steve- 
. ?s,on to visit him in prison. But 

Smithwick hanged himself in 
1 he prison where he was serving 

.. a sentence for the. shooting of 
Bill Mason, radio announcer, ? .

PART OF THE letter was 
<■ made public ' by: Former Gov 
< Stevenson who said it “vindi- 
Heated” his claims. , • '

> Names of persons said to have 
taken the ballot boxes were not 

. revealed. Stevenson at the same 
time announced he planned to 
run against Sen Johnson in 1954

“You; don’t have to look s® - 5‘Gonna give your lover boy 
smug just because, I Said it 1 » , __
was my fault...” | A, « klss> now ... ? y, ? -• pfo

. . •- • • -

' ‘ ' T-uthey were cast in good faith by
the . voters, but : the -presiding 
election judge had failed to sign 
the ballots in advance thus the 
voters were f denied their, right 
Jo be counted.1 , ,4 ; <

It was known that Johnson 
was running well ahead in that 
county and would have hqd a 
considerable majority in the ex­
cluded votes.

— ___ .... Also at Eastland, Dallas and
• ■ ■ • __

v • WDMUM H.

TTX “ T Al 1Duval Row Already

Galveston there were controvert 
sies about the vote and in all 
these?:Johnson leaders claimed 
whatever inaccuracies there 
were against him.

"We have long been convinced” 
said a former associate of John­
son, "that Sen Johnson actually 
won that famous /horse race’ by? 
at least 3,000 votes instead of the 
87 majority with which he. was 
off dally credited.” ,

____ ____________ _ ........................ ................... _.................................... ...................... ..... ................... .................................. .... .............

9£0Jo 9:00! FIRST GREAT DAY OF EXCEPTIONAL V/
III I _ .

"The least you: can do is 
gimme back my fraternity

' I ..... A • • ■
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lie Detector
'‘CSr?

Test Given to
— • ’ *<<-h45-5^%^rw

Jim Wells Man
The State Department of Public 
Safety director said Saturday night 
a voluntary lie detector test was 
given -a person, from Jim ;.Wells 
Coumy? .

Homer Gammon Jr. refused to 
say whether or not the test was re­
lated to a letter, about the bitter 
1948 Senate- race. The letter was 
written to former Gov. Coke Steven- 

! s°n. by Sam Smith wick, former Jim 
Wells County .deputy sheriff.z,'

Smithwick hanged himself in his 
cell at Huntsville where he- was 
serving life; for murder.

Smithwick mentioned names in 
the letter he sent Stevenson indi­
cating; he could give information 
about the missing Precinct 13 bal­
lot box from Jim Wells County/.1

Garrison said the man questioned 
in Austin lived in Jim. Wells County 
in 1948, the year of the contested 
Democratic primary between Stev­
enson and Sen. Lyndon Johnson. 
The public safety director said he 
assumed the man still lives there, 
but declined to identify him further.

Garrison was asked^iow his de­
partment entered the investigation. 
H; said the department began its. 
;r^estigation on its own. He < 

ned to elaborate. . / -
He also had "no comment” wh... 

lasted if the lie detector, test ccp.- 
I cerned the Smith wick letter.:, j
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have to pass-, its own law for ‘ a 
presidential . primary. It j could 
make it simply a “beauty contest/ 
or it could, proyide for the bind­
ing of delegates to the candidates 
who got the most 'votes- .

Sen. Lyndon,’ Johnson - of Texas 
asked about the presidential .pri­
mary/.in /view! of - the i conventior 
squabbles, at Mineral .Wells and Sai 
Antonio, said he thought it woulc 
be a good idea for,Texas. He favor) 
the people being given the oppor 
tunity- to express theirj.views/oi 
nominees:WM.M^EiMLMM-L

ixa i 
J

ei, 
was asked for his views oh a pr sl- 

’ ■ - “ ■ ’ - -\|he
at

•/ ; / P • '■ ’•? ■ &P;#'.-
By MARSHALL McNEIL X

Press Washington Correspondent'
WASHINGTON,. ■ May 28.—The 

Republican and Democratic spoilt - 
cal battles in; .Texas this w ;e : 
brought from leaders in both x a| 
ties here today the suggestion t la. 
the state might well consider x i/o ■ 
viding for a. presidential prim jr ' 
election, before 1956. rolls arounc!

The same idea has been ad ro 
cated by political leaders imTej 1 
over; the last several weeks;.:

Sen.. Henry Cabot Lodge' Jr. 
Massachusetts,’ national campa ; 
manager for ' General.' Ejsenhov <

dential . primary; for-* Texas as 
result of- the GOP / spectacle 
Mineral Wells./WE>/-^-«'

'.'’Won’t Meddle®,,,
"Of course," Ke-said; 'll  

take the position . ot, meddling . in 
the affairs of other'states./'And, 
moreover, the presidential primary 
is not the complete answer. But, 
when the people are > aroused as 
they are this year, the presidential 
primary certainly gives - them a 
means for expressing their prefer­
ences.’’ ‘ ■

Obviously, -- Senator- Lodge and 
Ikemen in Texas have discovered 
that existing election laws are not 
favorable to them, but rather to 
the old professional GOP war­
horses there.. , ■■

“In Massachusetts we have a 
presidential primary,” the senator 
continued, “and at times a very 
small fraction of the voters has 
taken part in our primary. But it 
is there, nevertheless, for the peo­
ple to use,-if they so desire.” t -

? Lodge Shocked ■
Lodge told this reporter earlier 

he was shocked at. the way the 
Taft forces acted at Mineral Wells. 
He characterized it as the/“most 
barefaced, thing that has happen­
ed in my memory in American poli­
tics,”... adding . that /-“stealings a 
man’s vote is just as bad as ^bur­
glarizing his home.” -

Sen. Paul Douglas, D.,/111., au­
thor,: of a bill setting', up a: na­
tion-wide presidential primary, was 
questioned about his views in. the 
light - of the Texas events. .'

He, too, disclaimed any intention 
of trying to tell ..Texas what to 
do but said—

“Events of this week have dem­
onstrated again the need for a* 
presidential primary, in which the 
voters, and not the professional 
politicians, will be able to say who 
shall be nominated./ . .. l .

■ U. S. Would Pay
V Senator Douglas expects , the 
Senate Rules Committee today to

MM

report his bill for a nation-wide 
presidential primary. Under it,’ .the 
federal government would pay the 
costs of such a primary^up to 
20 cents per vote cast—but the 
states would be perfectly free to 
say whether they- want such a 
primary and, if so, what sort. Un­
der the Douglas bill, sponsored by 
seven otheri senators, Texas would


